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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 
Be MANITOBA. 


WINNIPEG, October 24th, 1892. 


The Royal Commission on the Liquor Traffic met here, in the City Hall, this 
day at 10.30 a.m. 


Present : 


JupGe McDonaxp. Rev. Dr. McLeop. 
The Commission having been read, 


Jupc—e McDONALD said: I desire to state that it was the intention of the 
Commission, that all the members should have been present here to-day. The Chair- 
man of the Commission Sir Joseph Hickson, subsequently found it impossible to be 
present, and it was sug vested that Mr. Clarke, Rev. Dr. McLeod and myself should 
begin the work. Mr. Clarke has not yet arrived; but as this day has been advertised 
as that on which the Commission would open its proceedings here, we will proceed 
with the investigation and the taking of evidence on the subjects referred to the 
Comn ioners by the Commission. J may also explain that Mr. Gigault, one of 
the C: smissioners, is Deputy Minister of Agriculture for the Province of Quebec, and 
he is uetained by duties connected with that office. I may state further that 
the Commissioners unanimously admit the great evils that result from drunkenness, 
al Bicretors we have not thought it necessary to enter into any investigation of what 
might be\called the moral side of this question in places where we have hitherto held 


sittings ; but of course, we have taken up all the phases of the question of the liquor 


traffic in so far as such bear on the commercial and social interests of the country, and 
also in regard to any other matters that come properly under the terms of the Com- 
mission. The usual course adopted in each place we have visited has been to call, as the 
first witness, the Chief Magistrate of the town or city, and following that rule, we 


shall be glad to take the evidence of the Mayor of Winnipeg, and in his absence that 


of a prominent public official. 
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ADAM JOHN LANE PEEBLES, Police Magistrate of Winnipeg, on being 


duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


30436. How long have you resided in Winnipeg ?—I have resided in Winnipeg 
since 1870. 

30437. How long have you been Police Magistrate 7—About thirteen years, since 
1879. 

30438. Has there been a great change in any way since you came here ?— Winnipeg 
has grown since I came here. 

30439. Did you come from some other section of Canada ?’—From Toronto, Ontario, 
I came with Sir Garnet Wolsley and his expedition. 

30440. Will you state briefly to the Commission what is your jurisdiction ?— Win- 
nipeg and throughout the province, but my duties are chiefly in Winnipeg. I am Police 
Magistrate for the province as well as for the city, but my duties are principally or 
almost entirely confined to city matters, to matters that come before me here. Cases con- 
nected with by-laws and different matters are occasionally brought before me from the 
country districts. 

30441. I suppose you take preliminary examinations in criminal cases sent for 
trial 7—I do. 

30442. You have spoken of trying cases under city by-laws, or offences such as 
drunkenness and disorderly conduct and offences of like character tried under the city by- 
laws? Do you hear such cases ?—Yes, and various other cases. 

30443. Those offences are dealt with under the city by-laws and not under statu- 
tory law. —Quite so. 

30444. You have had cases brought before you under the Vagrant Act, I suppose ? 
—Yes, sometimes under the Dominion Act and sometimes under the by-laws. 

30445. Taking your experience, and also taking into consideration the growth of 
the city, has there been an increase or decrease of drunkenness ?—During the last four 
or five months there have been something less than two cases of drunkenness per day or 
18-2 per month. 

30446. You hold a sitting of the court every lawful day ?—Sometimes my colleague 
sits for me. 

30447. There is a session of the court, if there is any business to come before it !— 
Yes. 

30448. Are those cases of drunkenness of which you have spoken confined to city 
people ?Entirely to city people. 

30449. Do you have very many cases before you of illicit sale of liquor, selling with- 
out license ?—Not a great many ; recently we have had one or two cases. During the 
last four or five months we have had one case of a wholesale dealer selling liquor, which 
was drunk on the premises, and I think one man has been convicted for selling without 
a license, but that was outside of the city. Another one is before the court at this mo- 
ment; and there are four hotel-keepers up just now, but their cases have not been ad- 
judicated upon. 

30450. Are you able to inform the Commission as to how many licensed places there 
are in the city ?—I cannot tell you. 

30451. You are not one of the issuers of licenses !—No ; those details will no doubt 
be furnished to the Commission by other witnesses. 

30452. Taking your experience, because it is with that we wish to deal in taking 
evidence, and we also desire to obtain any suggestions you desire to make to the Com- 
mission, in order that we may report them to Parliament, can you inform the Commis- 
sion, in the first place, as to the mode of granting licenses 11 think probably that if 
fewer licenses were granted and if gr eater restrictions were imposed, it would be of great 
advantage. I do not think it is necessary to have any restaurant licenses. 

3042 53. Would you confine the liquor sale to hotels /—Yes, to hotels. 

30454. Are groceries allowed to be sold with liquor here Several of the groceries 
sell liquor, but they have separate stores in which the sale takes place. 
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30455. How long has that been the law ?—I could hardly tell you, two or three 
years. 

30456. Do you think it is beneficial !—Yes, I think it is, not to allow the sale of 
liquor with groceries. 

30497. It has been stated in some parts of Canada that when liquors are sold with 
groceries, there is a temptation to purchase liquors ?—I do not think they are sold in 
grocery stores here, but they are always sold in a detached building. 

30458. You think it is an improvement /—Yes, a decided improvement. 

30459. Are you troubled here with sale of liquor to minors?—I have not had any 
cases of that character at all. 

30460. I refer to lads under age ?—We have no cases. 

30461. You have spoken of four cases pending: of what nature are they ?—They 
are cases for selling during prohibited hours. 

30462. Have you had many cases of that kind heretofore /—No, not a great many. 

30463. Have you had many cases of what are called breaches of the Sunday law? 
—No, very few; we have not had any recently. 

30464. Have you any law in regard to prohibiting the sale of liquor in billiard and 
pool rooms, or is that allowed to prevail here ?—Not without a license. 

30465. Is it allowed with a license ?—I suppose so. 

30466. Have you had any experience to enable you to say whether it would be 
beneficial to have such sales prohibited /—I think these rooms are only in hotels or res- 
taurants here. I know of no detached buildings used for billiard or pool rooms. 

30467. Has your attention been called to the fact that liquor sold is adulterated ? 
—I have never had any case of adulteration of liquors brought before me. 

30468. I do not mean charges against people for adulterating liquor ; but I desire to 
ask whether the effects of liquor on persons brought before you have been such as to lead 
you to suspect that there were adulterated compounds sold as liquor ’—No. 

30469. You do not know whether there are such compounds sold?—No; I have 
not had any experience in such cases. 

30470. Have you had any experience of the working of a prohibitory law ?—No. 

30471. Have you always lived in a country where liquor could be lawfully sold ?— 
Yes. 

30472. Have you any experience of countries in which light wines are commonly 
used, and in which they are used as a common drink at the table ’—I_ have been in the 
Mediterranean countries. 

30473. What opinion did you form in regard to wine-drinking in the countries 
there /—That time is so many years ago, I hardly like to speak of it. It was fifty years 
ago when I left the service. 

30474. Were light wines commonly used in those countries /—They were. 

30475. Were they used as ordinary table beverages !—They were. 

30476. From your knowledge of Winnipeg, has there been any change in the 
social customs of the people in regard to the use of intoxicating liquors !—I think not ; 
they have always indulged in them moderately. 

30477. In some places we have found that owing to temperance societies and the 
churches, the social customs have changed, so that a great deal less liquor is used ?—I 
do not think there has been any change of that kind here; at all events, I am not 
acquainted with it. ; 

30478. Taking the cases that come before you, can you state what proportion are 
attributable to the use of intoxicating liquors /—I am not in a position to state the 
proportion, but a great many of them are due to the use of intoxicating liquors. | 

30479. Take the cases all together : what percentage of the cases coming before you 
would be directly attributable to the use of intoxicating liquors !—I do not think there 
have been any of them due to that. 

30480. Take the cases of drunkenness and all the other cases, in what proportion 
of them is drunkenness the main cause —We have on an average only about two cases 
and sometimes none. 

30481. Taking the whole cases that come before you, drunkenness and all other 
offences, is the proportion of cases due to the use of intoxicating drinks a large one ?—I 
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do not think so. There have been only two cases of drunkenness daily for the past 
five years, and not many other cases, not including breaches of the health by-law. 

30482 Are there any suggestions you wish to make to the Commission in regard to 
the liquor traffic, any amendments to the law you desire to suggest /—I have not consi- 
dered the matter ; I did not know on what points I would be examined. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


30483. You have said that the arrests for drunkenness have not exceeded two per 
day. Do you understand that that is about the number of drunks in the city /—I would 
be sorry to say that ; I simply referred to the number brought before me. 

30484. Do you think that the police arrest all drunken people whom they see !—I 
think the probabilities are that if a man is a little intoxicated, he may be sent to his 
home. : 

30485. You think it is the rule in case a man is going along, although not very 
steadily but quietly and is tending homewards, to allow him to go ?—Yes. 

30486. But if he is creating a disturbance they arrest him, I suppose !/—Then he 
is arrested—there is no doubt about it. 

30487. I think you said there has not been much change in the drinking habits of 
the people during late years !—-I do not think there has been an increase in proportion 
to the population. 

30488. You remember very well the boom days ?—Yes. 

30489. Was there more drinking then than now !—Yes. 

30490. To what do you attribute the change, to the fact that there is less liquor 
drunk now than then!—I suppose there is not as much money about, and everybody 
was in a state of excitement in the boom days. 

30491. You think that aside from that time, which covered an exceptional condi- 
tion of things, the condition has been about the same?—There has been very little change. 

30492. You have said that you do not have before you very many cases of viola- 
tion of the license law 1—No. 

30493. Have you reason to believe there are many cases of violation, aside from 
those you know officially ?—As to whether there is drinking during prohibited hours, I 
have no doubt of it. I have, however, no positive knowledge of my own, but simply 
hearsay testimony. 

30494. You say that there have only been a few cases brought before you officially ; 
but from your own knowledge, do you think there is a good deal of such sale ?—Both on 
Sunday and on other days. 

30495, Have you any idea why more cases have not been prosecuted and brought 
before you !—Only that. the cases have not been brought forward. 

30496. Whose duty is it to prosecute in such cases !—I consider it is the duty of 
the Inspector of Licenses, Mr. Clarke. 

30497. What is the extent of his jurisdiction ?—He is Inspector for the whole pro- 
vince and also for the city of Winnipeg. 

30498. Then he has his hands full to perform the duties of his office ?— Yes. 

30499. The charges brought before you, however, have been charges brought up by 
him, I suppose !/— Yes. 

30500. Under whose direction are the police of this city ?—Under the direction of 
the Mayor, the Judge of the County Court and myself. 

30501. Do you know if the police take notice of violations of the license law ?—I 
do not think it is the duty of the police to do so, except they see an open violation of 
the law, such for instance, as finding a number of people getting drinks during prohib- 
ited hours in saloons or places of that kind. 

30502. Have you had any instructions in regard to enforcing the license law ?—I 
have here a letter from the Board of Police Commissioners to the Department of the 
Attorney General on the subject. The letter is as follows :—(Appendix 1.) 

30503. Does the Board of Police Commissioners instruct the police to give any 
special attention, or such attention as they can give outside of other matters, to viola- 
tions of the license law ?—They do. 
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30504. So after all the whole duty of conducting prosecutions in connection with 
illicit sales does not devolve upon the Inspector, as the police are always supposed to give 
some attention to that matter ?—In the event of seeing premises open during prohibited 
hours or seeing a concourse of people, we consider it would be their duty to interfere. 

30505. Would it be their duty to make complaints to the Inspector or lay com- 
plaints before you !—To complain to the Inspector. 

30506. Then it would seem that the Inspector has a good deal to do if he has to 
watch the violations of the law, not only in Winnipeg but all over the province ?—He 
may have detectives to do that work. 

30507. Has he no deputies !—I do not know. 

30508. Then he may employ detectives sometimes on this service ?—No doubt he 
does so. 

30509. Have you reason to believe that there is a good deal of Sunday selling ?— 
I have, apart from my own personal knowledge ; I know it from hearsay. 

30510. A generally formed opinion, I suppose?—I am very little in the city on 
Sunday, but I hear that a good deal of selling takes place. 

30511. Are they many illicit places, that is to say, unlicensed places, selling liquor ? 
—I think not, but that is a point on which I am not well posted. 

30512. Do many such cases come before you?—Very rarely. There is a man out 
in Headingly who is before me now for selling without a license. 

30513. You spoke about abolishing restaurant licenses. Do you think the sale of 
hquor would be better confined to hotels; and, if so, why ?—I think there are great 
inducements presented by restaurants for men to visit them. 

30514. Are not the restaurants supposed to supply meals ?—They are. 

30515. Are they simply drinking saloons ?—I do not know that myself. 

30516. But you think that it would be better to confine the sale to hotels and not 
have any saloons in the city /—Yes. 

30517. You think the hotels are less likely to permit excessive drinking there /—I do. 

30518. And you think they would form less temptation to the community /—Yes, 
and they are necessary to the better classes. 

30519. Do you think that the drink trade is a danger to the community ?—I do 
not know that. 

30520. But I understand you to say, that in your opinion, hotels are less dangerous 
than saloons ?—I do not know. 

30521. What are the prohibitory provisions of the license law here : what are the 
hours during which sale is illegai /—You will find all such particulars set out in the Act. 
The prohibited hours, I think, are from 8.30 Saturday night to 7.00 on Monday morning. 

30522. And you have a good many cases other than those connected with drunk- 
enness /— Yes. 

30523. Have you been able to determine the relation between drunkenness and 
other crimes that come before you ; for instance, petty offences like assaults and petty 
thefts and that kind of offence. Is any proportion of those offences traceable to drink ? 
—TI do not think so in many cases, it may be so in some few cases. : 

30524. Then it is your belief that the drink trade and drink habit are not respon- 
sible for these offences /—They may be so in a few cases. 

30525. I think you said that you did not think there is much sale to minors !— 
There is not much. 

30526. Such cases have not come before you?—No. ; 

30527. I suppose you would not like to state that sale to minors does not take 
place ?—No. : , 

30528. The law, I believe, prohibits the sale of liquor to Indians /—Yes. 

30529, Is that law violated 1—Yes, there are not a great many cases of sale to 
Indians brought before me, but every now and then there is a case. 


By Judge McDonald : 


30530. Do you find in cases of sale to Indians that the sale has been made to them 
directly, or have people been sent in to get the liquor 1—We have great difficulty in 
dealing with these cases. Indians when interrogated always state that white men have 
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given them the liquor. In one case we had recently, we discovered that a white had 
sold it. 

30531. Such cases are dealt with under the Dominion law ?—Yes. 

30532. Taking your statement and judging from the experience we have had of 
your city, the Commissioners have found it a very quiet and orderly one.—It is very 
quiet, orderly and well conducted, and considering the different nationalities we have 
in the city, and its contiguity to the United States, its orderly character is very 
remarkable. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


30533. Do you think it would be well to reduce the number of licenses issued in 
this city 7—If you were to take away licenses to restaurants that would reduce them. 

30534. And you think that would be an advantage /—Yes. 

30535. Do you think a reduction in the number of licensed places would reduce the 
quantity of liquor drank ?—Yes, I think if the sale of liquor was confined to hotels there 
would be a better class of people engaged in that trade ; however, some of the restaur- 
ants are highly respectable—there is no question about that. ; 

30536. Speaking of restaurants that are highly respectable : do you know whether 
those restaurants ever violate the provisions of the license law ?—I think very probably 
they do, but I am not aware of it. 

30537. Do you think the hotels violate the provisions of the license law ?—Yes ; 
but I have no positive knowledge myself, and I am only speaking of what I hear. 

30538. And you think it would be advantageous to confine licenses to hotels and 
to reduce the number of licenses issued, as that would reduce the amount of drinking 
and be beneficial generally /—It would be so. 


J. C. McRAE, Chief Constable of the city of Winnipeg, on being duly sworn, 
deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


30539. How long have you resided in Winnipeg !—Since 1881 continuously, except 
when I was absent on leave. 

30540. How long have you been Chief Constable Since February, 1887. 

30541. From what part of Canada did you come ?—From near Ottawa, Ontario. 

30542. How many men have you on your force ?—Sixteen all told, including officers. 

30543. Have you any special duties to perform in connection with infringements of 
the license law /—None speciaily. 

30544. As a police officer, are you called upon occasionally to aid in the enforce- 
ment of the license law, by serving papers and summonses ?—-We have been so employed. 

30545, And have you been employed in enforcing municipal by-laws to prevent 
drunkenness and disorderly conduct /—We do that work. 

30546. Have you any system or rule in regard to dealing with people found on the 
street under the influence of intoxicating liquors: are they always arrested !—Not 
always. 

30547, Ave people who are able to make their way home permitted to go home t— 
That is the understanding. 

30548. So long as they are not disturbing people !—So long as they are not disor- 
derly. 

30549. Is it your duty to officially visit places where liquors are sold and make 
inspection in any way ?—No, we are not expected to do so. 

30550. There is no statute or by-law to that effect !—There is no by-law ; there may 
be a statute saying that a police officer may do so. 
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30551. It is not necessary for’ you as Chief Constable to do so, but the police 
officers may do the work ?—Yes. 

30552. From your experience, what would you say as to the observance of the 
Sunday provision of the license law ; is the law well observed in the city, or is it fre- 
quently broken ’—Personally, I cannot speak in regard to it. I have not been in a hotel 
during four years. 

30553. Then you have no knowledge to enable you to speak on the question !—I 
have no knowledge personally. | 

30554, Can you speak in regard to the selling of liquor to minors ?—I have known 
minors to be in a state of intoxication. 

30555. Have you known any cases where persons have been tried for selling to 
minors !—I cannot now recall any case. 

30556. The Mayor has spoken of selling to Indians. What is your experience in 
regard to that matter ?—There have been convictions made within the last six months 
_ of selling to Indians. 

30557. Did you ever yourself see Indians under the influence of liquor ?—Not 
very frequently, but occasionally there are Indians arrested for being drunk. 

30558. Have you observed whether the separation of the sale of liquor from the 
sale of groceries has been beneficial in its effects 1 Do you believe it a better system than 
the old one, under which liquors and groceries were sold together !—I believe it may 
be so, but I do not know personally any beneficial results. 

30559. You have heard the evidence of the Mayor in regard to the choice as 
between hotels and restaurants. What is your view in regard to that subject, whether 
both should be maintained, or supposing either to be done away with, which would it be 
better to dispense with /—If I were going to dispense with either, I would dispense with 
the restaurant license. 

30560. I asked the Magistrate as to whether it would be advantageous to separate 
the sale of liquor from billiard or pool rooms ; do you know anything in regard to that 
matter ?—There is no sale of liquor carried on in connection with billiard and pool rooms 
alone. 

30561. Do you mean that the billiard or pool rooms are connected with hotels or 
restaurants !— Yes. 

30562. Have you had any experience in regard to the adulteration of intoxicating 
liquors !—No. 

30563. I mean the effect on men who drink them ?—I do not know anything about 
that matter. 

30564. Has your attention been called to the subject —I have heard of the adul- 
teration of liquor, but I know nothing about it. 

30565. It has been stated to the Commission by some police officers and by persons 
occupying such a position as you occupy, that compounds have been drunk by people 
who afterwards have become almost paralyzed. Have you heard of compounds being 
mixed with liquors which would produce those effects /—I believe such things have been 
done, but I do not know of any such case. 

30566. Have you noticed such effects on persons brought into custody !—We have 
had persons retained as witnesses who were evidently suffering from the effects of drugs, 
‘but of course we did not know what kinds of drugs. 

- 30567. Was any investigation made into the matter /—No. 
30568. What would you say in regard to illicit sale of liquor: do you know if there 
are many persons selling without licenses !—I do not know whether that practice pre- 
vails to any great extent in Winnipeg. he: 
30569. You have not had your attention called officially to it?—I do not know 
about it officially, but I have heard of some cases. 4 
30570. Have you had any experience of the working of a prohibitory law 1—No. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod ; 


30571. By whom are you appointed !—By the Board of Police Commissioners. 
30572. Has your force been increased during late years ?—No, it has decreased. 
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30573. The decrease was warranted by the condition of the city, I suppose /—After 
the boom, the city wanted to economize, and consequently the force was reduced. 

30574. At the time of the boom there was a large influx of people and the condition 
of affairs was not so orderly, I presame?—There was not such good order maintained 
as now. 

30575. The city is now back to its normal state, I suppose, and you do not find it 
difficult with the force you now have to maintain order ?—We are kept busy with the 
number of men we have; we have not enough men. 

30576. Have you observed whether the drink habit accounts for a considerable 
proportion of the offences committed, including disturbances ; in other words, whether 
any considerable proportion of the disturbances and other offences are attributable to the 
saloons and to the drinking habits of the people? Have you any idea of the percentage, 
and if so what is the percentage ?—In some instances they might be so. 

30577. Do you think any considerable number of these offences are so attributable, 
or only a few?—In regard to disturbances in the city, many of them are no doubt 
directly attributable to liquor, but as to petty larcenies, while persons charged with 
those offences attribute their cause to drink, in my opinion they only present that as an 
excuse. 

30578. Have you received instructions from the Commissioners as to your duties 
and to the duties to be performed by your men?—We are provided with rules an 
regulations. 

30579. Have you received any instructions as to the enforcement of the license 
law ‘—Instructions are given from time to time as required. 

30580. You said, I think, in answer to Judge McDonald, that the police may do 
such and such things !/— Yes. 

30581. I notice in Section 166 of the License Law, that any police officer or police 
inspector shall for the purposes of carrying out the provision of the Act, have the right 
to enter premises and make search for liquor. Do you consider that you and your men 
are authorized to make complaints as to the violation of the License Law, or do you think 
you should have special instructions from the Police Commissioners, in addition to that 
section of the Act?— I do not think we should have instructions as to the enforcement 
of the law, because it conflicts with our other duties in regard to the detection of crime, 
or at least it might do so. I think there should be an officer independent of the police, 
whose duty it should be to enforce that Act. 

30582. That is the duty of the Inspector of Licenses, I believe !—I shouid so con- 
sider it. 

30583. But it would appear that he has the whole of the province to look after !— 
It is true that he is Chief Inspector of the province, but he has a deputy inspector in 
each district. 

30584. You understand it is the duty of the police to assist him in this work ?— 
I think it might be considered to be their duty to endeavour to get information. For 
instance, if at hotels there were gross violations of the law taking place, such as rowdyism, 
drunkenness or fighting during prohibited hours, in my opinion is would be the duty ot 
a police officer to see that the law was enforced. 

30585. But only in case of disturbance occurring ?—Only where there are gross 
violations of the law taking place. 

30586. As a matter of fact, has the Board of Commissioners instructed you to have 
your men keep watch on licensed places !—They have instructed my men to endeavour t ) 
see that the law was obeyed. 

30587. Have you instructed your men accordingly !—I have so instructed the wen. 

» 30588. Do you know whether the men give attention to that matter in connection 
with performing their other duties ?—I have no doubt that the law has been obeyed. 

30589. And they make complaints to the Inspector, I suppose ?—They have no 
right to make complaints to the Inspector, for that would be a breach of discipline. 

30590. But they do make complaints !—It is their duty to make a report. 

30591. A report to you or to some other official ?—They make it to me, but I have 
not received any reports yet. 
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30592. Then they have not made any reports ?—I have not received any. 

__ 30593. I suppose you agree with the Magistrate that there is probably consider- 
able illicit sale, although that has not come under your notice officially ?—Do you mean 
during prohibited hours ! 

30594. I mean by people not licensed 1—I do not know of any houses where there 
is illicit sale, except in houses of ill-fame. 

30595. There is illicit sale in that there is sale during prohibited hours ?—I do not 
know it, but I believe there is. 

30596. You have no official knowledge of it ?—I do not know ; I do not taste 
liquor myself. 

30597. You have not had the fact brought to your attention, that illicit sale has 
taken place in many cases ?—I have not had it called to my attention or mentioned to 
me at all. 

30598. Is your knowledge the general knowledge that people possess? Do you find 
it difficult to enforce any laws that may be enacted and which it is the duty of your men 
to enforce !—I do not find it difficult myself. 

30599. Do you think there would be less drinking if there were fewer places 
licensed — ly impression about the drinking habit is that there is a good deal of it done 
through company. A crowd will get together and they will drink on account of the 
company ; they will treat, and because one man does so, another man will do likewise. 

30600. Then it is done on the score of good fellowship ?—Yes, those who drink on 
these occasions may not have any appetite for liquor, but they do it as they like company. 
In consequence the more men that happen to be together in one place the more drinking 
there is apt to be. 

30601. What suggestions would you make about the closing of restaurants? I 
think you said it would be better to close restaurants, continuing the sale of liquor at 
hotels. Do you think there would be more or less liquor bought ?—I do not think I 
said that. 

30602. I thought you agreed with the Police Magistrate on that point ?—I think 
that if I had to choose between one or the other, I would cancel the licenses to restaurants, 
because some of them are simply drinking places. 

30603. Do you think there would be more probability of young men congregating 
in hotels and drinking than there would be in restaurants ?—I do not know. 

30604. I ask this question because it seems to be a disputed one at the different 
cities we have visited. Some people have expressed the opinion that it would be well to 
close restaurants and confine the sale of liquor to hotels. We are anxious to ascertain 
the reason for that opinion?—Some of the restaurants profess to do nothing but sell 
liquor, and they are practically supported by the sale of liquor, and I suppose they would 
not act so judiciously and carefully if they had other means of livelihood such as the 
regular business of a hotel. eran ns 

30605. Other people have made this point: The hotel is really more injurious than 
the liquor saloon, because when a man goes to the saloon he goes there simply to obtain 
drink, and he will not go there unless the habit is pretty well formed and he has reached 
a point where he does not care who knows, while young men and others might go to a 
hotel under the pretense of seeing a man, and under cover of this might go to the bar 
and obtain drink. So the question arises: which is the more dangerous, the hotel bar 
or the bar proper, where nothing is sold except liquor !—I do not know. 


By Judge McDonald: 

30606. In looking up the Government statistics, I find that the number of convictions 
for breaches of the liquor law seems to be gradually diminishing. In 1889, the number 
for the whole province was 30; 1890, 15; in 1891, 11.—I do not know anything about 
the province. I might say my duty is confined almost entirely to the city, although 
when crime is committed here, we follow those who commit it all over the province. 

30607. Do you find the number of convictions for drunkenness has decreased very 
much since you came into office ?—Yes. . 

30608. I observe that in 1882 for the whole province the number was 2,504; in 
1883, 2,258; in 1884, 1,085; 1885, 711; 1886, 631; 1887, 529; 1888, 479 ; 1889, 591 ; 
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1890, 486; 1891, 518.?—T do not think there is as much liquor drank now as there was 
some years ago, when I first joined the force. 

30609. You yourself have never known, the taste of liquor, I believe; you are a 
total abstainer ?—Yes, I drink a glass of hot Scotch prescribed by the doctor, but with 
that exception, I do not know the taste of liquor. 

30610. Have you given any consideration at all to the question of prohibition /—I 
have given but little consideration to it. 

30611. You cannot speak from your own experience!—No. 

30612. As a member of the Commission, I desire to ask this question in connection 
with the matter, whether, if prohibition was enacted, compensation should be made to 
persons who are engaged in the manufacture of liquors: distillers, brewers, etc.? Have 
you ever considered that question !—I have considered that subject a little, as well as 
other matters connected with it. 

30613. What opinion have you arrived at in regard to it ?/—Since these manufactures 
have been recognized by law for a length of time, it would be reasonable that the parties 
should be compensated to some extent. 

30614. Are there any suggestions you could make to the Commission from your 
experience in regard to amendments of the law concerning these matters!—No, I do 
not know of any recommendation I could make. 


EBENEZER McCOLL, of Winnipeg, Superintendent of Indian Agencies, on 


being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


by Judge McDonald: 


30615. By whom are you appointed /—By the Dominion Government. 

30616. How long have you held your present office !—I was Inspector of Indian 
Agencies from 1875 to 1877, and I have been Superintendent since 1883. 

30617. How long have you resided in the province ?—Since 1877. 

30618. Are your duties confined to the province of Manitoba !’—To the Manitoba 
Superintendency, which means Treaty No. 1 to 3 and 5, from Lake Superior to the 
western boundary of the province, and extending up into the North-west Territories. 

30619. Do you take in part of Ontario?—That part of Algoma which lies near to 
Lake Superior. 

30620. And what else /—From the border down to Cross Lakeand English River as 
far as treaties are made with Indians, and north-west up the Saskatchewan River to 
Cumberland House, a distance of 200 miles. 

30621. Do you take in Keewatin !—Yes, and the Treaty Indians of 1883. 

30622. Roughly speaking, how many miles of boundary would that cover /— 
100 miles from east to west, and from 500 to 600 miles north to south. 

30623. How long does it take you to get over that territory ?—It depends, of 
course, on the weather, for it is chiefly winter travel. I suppose it would take between 
four and five months of the year. 

30624. Are you brought largely into contact with the Indians during these travels ? 
—Yes, I have travelled during fifteen years about 75,000 miles, principally by canoe, 
and I have visited every camp. 

30625. On the occasion of your visit, is there a gathering of the Indians /—Yes, 
all the Indians on the reserve gather, and I hold my meeting with them, and examine 
their gardens and inspect their schools. 

30626. Would you kindly state to the Commission the condition of the Indians, in 
so far as the use of intoxicating liquors is concerned?!—No intoxicating liquors are ever: 
used by them, outside the boundaries of civilization or of white settlements, and of 
course far north there are no settlements. The only places where liquors are used are 
around Selkirk and the city of Winnipeg, and around the reserves. There is a reserve 
at the junction of the Rosseau River and Red River, and along the Rainy River there: 
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is considerable drinking, especially at the time of treaty payments. The reason that 
they are able to get the liquor is that there are disreputable men who cross over from 
the United States, and bring liquor with them. When they return across the river 
they are beyond our control. Within recent years the Dominion Government, how- 
ever, sent there an excellent officer from Ottawa who has almost stamped out the sale of 
liquors at the time of the treaty payments. This year it has been reported that little 
or no drinking has been going on there. 

30627. What mode is adopted to prevent the practice ?—He is very vigilant, and 
goes from one band to another and arrests the offenders. Most of the dealers are 
Canadians who have gone across the line to escape the clutches of the law. 

30628. They go into the United States ?—They frequently go into Minnesota. 

30629. If the Indians follow them they are able to obtain liquor ?—Yes, and the 
Indians also obtain liquor at Rat Portage. 

30630. Has not the traffic with the Indians during recent years been materially 
reduced /—Yes. I remember the time in Winnipeg when you could not go along in the 
city without seeing Indians in a state of intoxication, but they are now immediately 
arrested, and if they do not give information in respect to the parties from whom they 
obtained the liquor, they are imprisoned often for a long term. So many persons who 
have sold liquor to Indians have been severely punished that it is now difficult for 
them to obtain liquor, except through a second party. Of course, Half-breeds and white 
men can procure liquor and give it to Indians. 

30631. As a result of your long experience, are there any suggestions you desire to 
make to the Commission !—Only as regards absolute abstinence. The Indians cannot 
take drink as do the white man, there is no half way with him. I may say that a law 
in regard to supplying liquor to Indians has been put in force by myself and by the 
agencies without fear or favour to any party. 

30632. Can you make any suggestions to the Commission that would make the law 
more efficient !—Only that some officer should be appointed at different points, similar 
to the officer who has been appointed, and who has achieved such success at Rainy River. 
We try to appoint suitable men as constables in order to prosecute the cases, but in 
many instauces they have proved absolute failures. 

30633. Were they not in some cases under liquor influences !—They appeared to 
be under certain influences, because they dealt with the Indians, and perhaps the parties 
who supplied the liquor did not consider it advisable to inform on them. However, it 
has been a failure and that plan has not been successfully carried out ; but I desire to 
repeat that the official from Ottawa has met with the greatest success. All the reports 
that have been received indicate the great difficulties that have been met with, and 
prove that unless officers are very energetic it is impossible to put down the drink trade. 
We have endeavoured to induce the United States Government to place an officer there 
but have not succeeded. 

30634. Do you visit Rat Portage !—Yes, once a year. 

30635. Has any length of time elapsed since you were there !—~I have to visit all 
the Indiansin the Lake of the Woods and Rainy Lakeand Rainy River district. I do 
not stop there any length of time, because I have afterwards to go south and then north. 

30636. Is Rat Portage under the license law of Ontario !—Yes. 

30637. Are there many places where liquor is sold ?—I cannot tell you exactly, but 
there is quite a number. 

30638. Is your stay there often long enough to enable you to see whether the law 
is observed, and whether there is much drunkenness and disorderly conduct there 1_I 
never see much disorderly conduct ; there is considerable drunkenness at the time when 
lumbering is over and men come in from the camps. Of course you might be in Rat 
Portage and not see anything while you were there, but at certain times it 1s crowded 
with people, especially with labouring men connected with the mines and with lumbering. 

30639. Do you reside in Winnipeg /— Yes. ae 

30640. Did you come from Ontario !—I came here from the county ot West Elgin, 
Ontario. : : 

30640a. As a citizen of Winnipeg, have you observed the operation of the license 
law here ?—I have paid very little attention to it, except so far as my own business as 
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Superintendent is concerned. When the Indians are camped down the river for several 
miles, they are supplied with liquor by disreputable parties who take it to them. Of 
course many of the Indians who camp round the city are not of the highest order, and 
are not to be taken as specimens of Indians such as are to be found on the reservations. 


By kev, Dr. McLeod : 


30641. Do you find amarked change in the condition of the Indians ?—I observe a 
gradual change. It is a marked change when you take a period of 15 years and make a 
comparison ; but if you take the change from year to year, it is very slow and gradual, 
for they are very tenacious of their habits. 

30641a. Then you have observed a steady change !—They are very tenacious of 
their habits. 

30642. Do they adopt the habits of white men ? You spoke about their gardens : 
are they beginning to take an interest in tilling the soil /—They take considerable inte- 
rest where the land is fitted for cultivation; but in Treaties 3 to 5, that is from Rat 
Portage eastward to Lake Superior and away along English River and Winnipeg River 
and the north part of Lake Winnipeg and down Nelson River and the Saskatchewan, 
and north part of Lake Winnipegoosis and Lake Manitoba, the land is so rocky that 
cultivation is almost impossible. The chief mode of subsistence by the Indians there is 
by fishing and hunting, and they pay but little attention to agriculture, beyond the cul- 
tivation of corn and potatoes, which are raised in those parts in considerable quanti- 
ties. But where the reservations are suitable for cultivation, as is the case in some parts 
of the country, there is excellent cultivation carried on. At Long Plain, Swan Lake 
and Rosseau they have raised 5,000 bushels of wheat. At St. Peters, thousands of 
cattle and horses and other domestic animals have been raised, and where missions have 
been established the Indians have cattle and they are in a very comfortable condition. 

30642a. In what condition do you find the young Indians !—We find them working 
on the railways and in saw-mills, even filling the position of head-sawyer, and in other 
employments, and I have no doubt whatever that their condition has been improved 
very much of late years. 

30643. Do you find there is less inclination to drink among the young Indians 
than old Indians ?—Some will not taste liquor if it is offered to them. At St. Peters the 
Chief will not taste a drop of liquor, nor will any member of his family. 

30644. Is that due somewhat to the prohibitions that have been thrown around 
them and the fact that they have seen benefits arise from abstinence ?—I think it is the 
influence of religion so far as they are concerned. 

30645. I suppose the introduction of liquor amongthe Indians in any degree would 
hinder their progress toward civilization ?—It would be fatal to all the efforts made by 
the Government towards their advancement because they would spend anything they 
could get on liquor. 

30646. Do you find it possible to enforce the prohibitory law so far as Indians are 
concerned ?—Yes ; the violations are reduced toa minimum now. Many of the Indians 
do not know the taste of liquor. A 

30647. Do you think the use of liquor is greatly more injurious to Indians 
than the whites ’—I most emphatically think so. 

30648. Is it because of their semi-savage condition ?—I think it has greater 
influence over them—the smallest quantity influences them. It is the same as regards 
tobacco. They cannot use it in any strength ; they mix it with kinnicic, for if they have 
it full strength, they cannot use it. They are very stolid up to a certain point, and then 
they go off at once without giving any indication of it. When I travelled round first, 
few of their huts were covered with anything more than bark and the large proportion of 
them wore blankets, which they obtained by trading with the Hudson Bay Company. 
On my trip this year I saw only two or three wearing blankets ; almost all of them were 
better dressed than the average workingman in the country. Of course they are impro- 
vident and do not provide for the future ; this is specially the case with hunting and 
fishing Indians. They will not have one day’s rations ahead. 

30649, Do you believe that the prohibition of liquor is not only beneficial to the 
Indians at present but that the effects of prohibition on the present Indians will be 
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seen in their descendants, in that they will be less troublesome to deal with !— Probably 
so. Rum and tobacco were introduced by traders some years ago, but I believe the 
Hudson Bay Company put a stop to that trading altogether. Since that time the gene- 
ration of Indians has passed away, and probably many of those who are old men now 
have never tasted liquor. Long ago it was rum which was obtained for their furs, but 
there is nothing of that sort now. Such trading is absolutely prohibited and no liquor is 
given to Indians. Of course, occasionally disreputable people go from the city and give 
them liquor in order to get their furs. 

30650. How many years have elapsed since prohibition came to be enforced ?—- 
There has been no liquor among them at the outposts. 

30651. I suppose until the Dominion adopted quite rigid measures there was more 
or less liquor distributed among the Indians ?—It was not done by the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany, but the liquor was obtained in the settlements. Adventurers came in who wanted 
to obtain the furs, and they took liquor with them when they went among the Indians. 
During the period I have been connected with the Indians, which extends over fifteen 
years, the Government has used every effort to put a stop to the distribution of liquor. 

30652. No doubt during those fifteen years you have observed marked benefits to 
result !— Yes. 

30653. Do you find from year to year that the benefits are more marked !—Cer- 
tainly, as these people are becoming educated and civilized and the liquor is prohibited 
from being introduced at all on the reserves. If the law is violated in this respect the 
offenders are severely punished ; we even fine hotel-keepers now, and they will not givea 
drop of liquor to Indians for fear of the consequences, 

30654. You mean they dare not do so?—They do not do so because they are visited 
with severe punishments, the fines for these offences varying from $50 to $300 for each 
offence. 

30655. Do you think the severity of the penalties prevents to a large degree, the 
sale of liquor, to Indians!—Yes. The Indians could otherwise get liquor by paying 
twenty-five cents a glass for it, but the hotel-keepers will take a long time before they 
will be able to obtain sufficient profits to pay the fines. 

30656. So really there are not only the Government regulations, enforced by your- 
self, but these severe penalties that are visited upon persons who sell to Indians, are a 
great help also Yes ; we could hardly accomplish anything unless these penalties were 
imposed. 


By Judge McDonald : 


30657. You have spoken of religious influences being brought to bear on the Indians. 
Do you find the efforts of missionaries have been beneficial !—No doubt of it ; that is 
the case, I may say, in regard to all missions wherever established. 

30658. Their efforts are also directed to showing the Indians how to cultivate the 
soil by setting an example to them, and showing them how to cultivate a garden and 
raise domestic animals, and of course these missionaries are invariably opposed to alco- 
holic stimulants being introduced among the Indians !—No doubt that example has its 
influence and has been the means of helping to bring the Indians to their present con- 
dition—both those efforts and the efforts of the Hudson Bay Company and some of the 
other traders. 

30659. Did you during your visits among the Indians for treaty purposes, have to 
travel through the North-west Territories /—Yes, from Grand Rapids up to Cumberland 
House. 

30660. Was there a prohibition law in force during those days!—I think there 
was, and liquor could only be obtained under a permit from the Lieutenant-Governor of 
the North-west Territories. f Thee 

30661. Do you think it was an easy matter to enforce prohibition among the white 
people there ?—They had liquor only in limited quantities. There were, however, prac- 
tically no white settlements there. I am speaking only of the Saskatchewan district. 
Occasionally the principal traders might have a limited quantity of liquor for their own 
use, obtained under these permits or when they meet a friend. There was no drinking 
going on at the outposts, for they had no liquor there. 
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30662. So all classes of people were free from drunkenness !/—Yes ; although they 
had a quantity of liquor there, it was so small that they kept it for special occasions. 

30663. How did the Government officers on the border succeed in preventing these 
people from bringing liquor across the border /—The Government officers did not prevent 
them from crossing the border, they caught them on their return. It must be remem- 
bered that liquor could be brought over from Rat Portage at the boundary line south of 
Winnipeg and at all points west. They stopped the importation of liquor at Fort Frances 
and that district. 

30664. Have you had any knowledge of the smuggling of liquor across the border ? 
—I have no personal knowledge, only I have heard from reports that certain parties 
have camped opposite the reserves here and there. 

30665. Was that in connection with the sale of liquor to Indians ’—Yes. 

30666. Have you any further suggestions to make to the Commission !— None what- 
ever, further than, if one or two officers were placed at different points, who were inde- 
pendent in their actions, their services would be of great advantage to the Indians. I 
think that is the best suggestion I can make in regard to this matter. The officer to 
whom J have referred is only a temporary one, but he has been there two years, and it 
would be desirable for the Government to appoint such an officer permanently between 
Rat Portage and Fort Frances. 


HENRY A. COSTIGAN, of Winnipeg, Collector of Inland Revenue, on being 
duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


30666a. How long have you resided in Winnipeg ?—Fourteen years. 

30667. How long have you been Collector of Inland Revenue !—Six years. 

30668. Did you come here originally trom any other province !—I came here from 
New Brunswick. 

30669. During the time you have been a citizen of Winnipeg, have you had occa- 
sion to observe the habits of the people ?—Yes, fairly so. 

30670. Do you find this to be a sober community ?—I think its condition in that 
respect will compare favourably with that of communities in other cities. 

30671. As much so as in the older sections of Canada with which you are 
acquainted ?—I think so. 

30672. Have you noticed a change in the social customs of the people in regard to 
the use of liquor ; is there less drinking than formerly ?—I think it has considerably 
decreased here within the last ten years. 

30673. What are your duties in connection with your department !—Generally the 
collection of duties on Canadian manufactured goods coming here in bond, and the 
supervision of manufactories here. 

30674. How many establishments are there here manufacturing liquors ?—We have 
no clistillery here, but we have breweries. 

30675. How many have you ?—There are seven breweries in the Province ; three 
are located in Winnipeg, two in Portage la Prairie, one in Brandon and one in 
Minnedosa. 

30676. You say there are no distilleries ?—There are no distilleries. 

30677. Have you any trouble with illicit distillation ?—Occasionally we have cases 
of illicit distillation ; the cases have been in a small way so far. 

30678. What do the people use in making liquor ?—In the last case we had, which 
was a few months ago, they used potatoes simply. 

30679. We find in the Province of Quebec that molasses was used for distillation 
purposes /—-In this case we found the people who made the whisky, used potatoes ; 
they made a decoction from them. 
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30680. Have you had any opportunity of examining that spirit, or seeing it pro- 
duced !—No ; we did not find any spirits on the premises. Most of the cases of illicit 
distillation, however, are in the North-west Territories. 

30681. Does your district extend so far?—It embraces the North-west Terri- 
tories. 
is 30682. Does it embrace not only Manitoba, but the North-west Territories ?— 
es. 

30683. Is the same kind of spirit made there ?—No, it is manufactured from grain 
principally ; sometimes syrup and molasses are used. i 

30684. Is it manufactured mainly for the people’s own use, or for sale ?—For sale 
generally. 

30685. Is that illicit distillation increasing or decreasing !—It has not decreased I 
think. All the cases of illicit distillation we have in the Territories were before ‘the 
new North-west Ordinance went into effect. 

30686. Then that was when the prohibition law was in force, and when liquor 
could only be obtained by permit ; and now that the license law has come into force, 
you think there has been a decrease in illicit distillation !—The license law has not yet 
been sutticiently long in force to enable me to give a definite opinion, or to draw a con- 
clusion, but we have not found any case of illicit distillation since then. I do not say 
it follows as a result of the new license law. 

30687. Have you any knowledge in regard to the smuggling of liquor from the 
United States into this country? What is your experience!—We work jointly with 
the Customs Department in regard to the matter. There is very little smuggling into the 
Province of Manitoba to my knowledge, but there has been a great deal into the North- 
west Territories, especially before the North-west Ordinance came into effect. 

30688. In what section was most of the smuggling carried on, or was it carried on 
along the border generally !—It was carried on at Fort Macleod and Pincher Creek, and 
all along the boundary liquor came in. 

30689. Was it brought in by Canadians or by people from the United States ?— 
Generally by Canadians. 

30690. You say that very little of that has occurred in Manitoba ?/— We have never 
had a case to our knowledge in Manitoba. 

30691. What kind of liquors are mainly imported in bond !—The only spirits is 
what is known as rye whisky. 

30692. Does it come from Ontario?—From Ontario principally, from Toronto and 
Walkerville. 

30693. Do you get any from Prescott /—Yes. 

30694. Those are, of course, the three principal distilleries in Ontario !—Yes, but 
we also get a large quantity of spirits from Waterloo. 

30695. Do any liquors from Europe come through here in bond !—We would not 
have to deal with them ; they would come under the Customs Department. Of course, 
large quantities of liquor come through the hands of the Customs. 

30696. You have only to deal with liquors manufactured in Canada, I suppose !— 
Yes. 

30697. Have you any statistics with you to show what quantities have been imported 
in bond for a series of years —I can give you an idea of the quantities. I made a calcu- 
lation for the year ending June 3rd, 1892, and I found during that year we collected 
duties on 125,947 gallons of proof spirit, that is of the strength of proof ; in other words, 
that quantity was taken out of bond here, aud the amount we collected was $188,924. 
When I say “ proof spirit” you may add about 20 per cent to that for standard gallons, 
for remember that we reckon everything on the basis of “ proof,” which is 100 per cent, 
and the ordinary spirits as consumed are 25 per cent or so. This calculation has to be 
made in order to get an idea of the standard gallons. ae 

30698. Is that spirit for use in Manitoba and the North-west Territories /—Yes. | 

30699. When did the new License Law come into force /—I think on May Ist of 
last year. F 

30700. So for one month liquor might be sold lawfully in the North-west Terri- 
tories !—There was a great deal of liquor used in the Territories under the permits. 


16 ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC. 


30701. Who would take that quantity of liquor out of bond ’—The different whole- 
sale liquor men here in Winnipeg. They hold bonding warehouse licenses here, and 
they take out the spirit as they require it. 

30702. That quantity is really what is taken out for consumption!—Yes. I have 
here a memorandum of the number of gallons of beer produced during the same period. 
T think the quantity was 447,709 gallons. 

30703. That was the output of the seven breweries in the Province of Manitoba, I 
suppose ?—Yes. 1,460,964 lbs. of malt was used in producing the same, which paid a 
duty of $29,219. 

30704. Can you give a statement of spirits of Canadian manufacture taken out for 
consumption at the Winnipeg Excise Office during four or five years !—Yes. The state- 
ment is as foliows :—- 


Proof 
gallons. Duty. 
SOthWiuney al S&S awe: ae sie ere 66,571°37 $ 86,542 66 
do NS SOs Mens SAa mei! SiC ae tg Be 2 99,278 °72 119,970 62 
do LSQON Rete A a eee ay, poem 101,411°81 131,838 64 
do Aoi NIB Ee OAT eentAlS, cy Ruck ee pone Sees 104,768 67 136,462 73 
do T S92. oe ae as Ae ee oe Ne 125,947 °43 188,924 98 


During this year (1892) the duty was increased from $1.30 to $1.50 per proof gallon. 

30705. As a citizen, have you any reason to suppose that liquors are tampered 
with after they leave the hands of the wholesale dealers !—We make regular analyses of 
liquors ; in fact, we make analyses of foods and drinks generally and other articles. We 
have never had a case of tampering with liquors. 

30706. Where are these analyses made !—Here in Winnipeg. 

30707. Who is the local analyst !—Professor Kenricks. 

30708. Then no analyses have been submitted to you showing any adulteration !— 
We have never found any adulteration which it was necessary to prevent, that is adul- 
teration injurious to health. 

30709. Has there been a standard fixed as regards the purity of liquors!—No; 
there has been no standard established. You have asked as to whether any compound- 
ing goes on here. I may say there is a firm of licensed compounders in this city. 

30710. Who are they !—There is only one firm, Ferrier, Rosenberg & Co. 

30711. Have they a Government license for compounding!—Yes. They are 
allowed to put up liquors in imitation of foreign goods on branding them as such. 

30712. Are there any suggestions you desire to make to the Commission, from your 
official experience, in respect to the liquor question?—I think if the present law were 
thoroughly enforced, it would be a good law. 

30713. Have you had any experience of the working of a prohibitory enactment? 
—TI have been able to watch the results to some extent in the North-west Territories and 
here. 

30714. You have travelled through the country !— Yes. 

30715. Did you find prohibition prohibit !—No, very far from it. 

30716. Do the people seem to obtain liquor ?—Yes. I think the consumption by 
the people now is not any greater than it was before they had the license system. It is 
my candid opinion, however, that drinking is less spasmodic. 

30717. You have spoken of the large amount of smuggling that has prevailed in 
the North-west Territories as found by the Government Departments. Supposing a pro- 
hibitory law was passed for the country as a whole, what, in your opinion, would be the 
result of that law !—I think it would result in considerably more smuggling taking 
place. 

30718. Do you think there is much smuggling now in Manitoba ?!—Well, there 
is a good deal now in Manitoba and the North-west Territories ; but the inducements 
for smuggling are not so great in Manitoba. 

30719. Do you think with a prohibitory law in force, you would find Manitoba fall 
into line with what you find to be the state of affairs now in the North-west Territories ? 
—Yes, it appears to me that would follow. 

Henry A. Costigan. 


ee te han eel, i 7 er 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, MANITOBA. Li 


30720. Did you observe in travelling through the North-west Territories the kind 
of liquors used there ’—To what time do you refer. 

30721. I refer to the time when the prohibitory enactment was in force 1—There 
was some of the very best liquor there, and also some very poor whisky ; the liquors 
generally were poor. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


30721a. You have spoken in regard to illicit stills in the North-west 'lerritories ; T 
suppose you have made seizures there from time to time ?— Yes. 

30722. Have you made many seizures : was much liquor seized ?—There have been 
Six or seven seizures made in the Territories within my time. There was not much 
liquor seized, as the parties had usually sold out ; in fact, they sell it nearly as fast as 
they make it. 

_ 30723. Has there been a vigorous attempt made to shut up these illicit places 1— 
Yes, there was a vigorous attempt made on our part. The country, of course, is very 
vast in extent, and it is a pretty difficult matter to reach the parties. 

30724. Speaking in regard to the prohibitory law there: do you think the permit 
system was so used that it really destroyed the prohibitory law ?—In my opinion it is 
pretty difficult to administer the permit law as it should be administered. What I mean 
is this :-all the applications come to headquarters at Regina, and perhaps there may be 
two or three hundred in the morning lying before the Governor there, and I do not 
believe he had the proper means at hand to find out whether the applicants were eligible 
to receive permits ; he simply issued permits when asked for them. - He had no means 
of discriminating. 

30725. Do you mean that he issued them indiscriminately /—Of course the applica- 
tions had to be endorsed by some responsible citizen who was known at Regina, but 
that endorsation was generally forthcoming when asked for. 

30726. Do you think the Governor never made any attempt to ascertain whether 
the permits were really required !/—I have no doubt he did all he could to see that 
no permits were issued except to proper parties ; but what I say is, that he had not the 
means of properly ascertaining whether the parties were eligible or not. 

30727. You think he had simply to grant the permits asked from him ?—In most 
cases I think he had to do so. 

30728. Do you think that a strict check on the permit system would have been 
more effective /—It might have been so. 

30729. Do you think that notwithstanding the permit system, prohibition was in 
any degree effective in the North-west Territories /—There may have been slightly less 
spirits consumed then than are now used. 

30730. Would there be the same smuggling then as now ?—-Yes. 

30731. Do you think there is very little now !—There is very little, and I have not 
heard of any cases recently. we a att 

30732. I suppose there is scarcely any necessity for smuggling in the North-west 
now, because the permit system has been abolished !— Yes. 

30733. Is there any smuggling in Manitoba !—I do not think so. 

30734. Are the Mounted Police stationed anywhere in Manitoba to prevent smug- 
gling?—Yes. They are stationed along the boundary, but I do not think they are 
there especially to prevent the smuggling of whisky or spirits. 

30735. You think there is not sufficient inducement for smuggling now !—Quite so. 

30736. Have you any idea of the consumption of spirits in the North-west prior to 
the abolition of prohibition ?—No, I could not give you any idea as to what quantity 
entered the North-west Territories. 

30737. Was it a considerable quantity /—The exact figures could be obtained only 
from the dealers. Of course, we lose sight of the liquors after they leave the warehouse. 
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EDWARD BARNETT NIXON, of Winnipeg, on being duly sworn, deposed as 
follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


30738. What is your occupation !—I am manager of the grocery and liquor depart- 
ments of the Hudson Bay Company at Winnipeg. 

30739. How long have you resided in the city /—Since 1882. 

30740. How long have you held your present position /—Since 1886. 

30741. Did you come here from one of the other provinces ?—I came here from 
Montreal. 

30742. Then you have been a citizen of W inntP es since 1882?—I was absent for 
two years and a half. 

30743. During the time you have been a renideas of this city, have you had any 
opportunity of forming an opinion as to the character of the people /— Yes. 

30744. How do you find this community as regards sobriety and good conduct ?—I 
think better than the average. 

30745. Have you noticed as a citizen how the laws appear to be enforced as to 
Sunday sale of liquor and orderly conduct on Sunday !/—I think Sunday is kept in a 
very orderly manner in Winnipeg, in fact more so than in any other city in which I 
have ever lived. 

30746. How long did you live in Montr eal 1—I lived there over ten years. 

30747. I understood you to say that you are manager of the grocery and liquor 
departments of the Hudson Bay Company.——Yes. 

30748. In what way do they deal in liquor !—The departments are entirely separate, 
but both come under the control of the Company. 

307480. Do the Company sell liquor at their stores /—Yes. 

30749. Do they sell liquor elsewhere than in Winnipeg ; at what other points !—In 
Manitoba, at Deloraine, Minnedosa, Morden, and also Fort Garry ; and in the North- 
west Territories at Prince Albert, Edmonton, Battleford, Calgary, Macleod, Battle Creek 
and Lethbridge. 

30750. I believe Macleod and Battle Creek are both near the boundary !— Yes. 

30751, And you have also stores at Battleford, Prince Albert and Edmonton, 
north, I believe ’—Yes. 

30752. How long have sales been carried on at these places in the Territories !— 
Only since the license system went into effect in the North-west Territories. 

30753. I suppose the Company sold groceries there before that time !—Yes, the 
Company sold general stores, with the exception of liquor. 

30754. In those places is the sale of liquor connected with the sale of groceries /— 
It is separate in the North-west Territories. 

30755, Has it taken place in a separate store !—Yes, in Manitoba at Morden and 
Deloraine the Company are allowed to keep the liquor in the store, the same as in old 
times it was allowed to be sold in the east. 

30756. How long is it since the change was made in the law here ?—I think about 
four years. 

30757. Do you consider that change in the law is a beneficial one for the coim- 
munity, or have you had any reason to form an opinion on that matter /—We have 
not noticed any appreciable difference. 

30758. Evidence has been given, notably in Montreal, that where groceries and liq- 
uor are sold together, women and others, who would not enter a store to buy liquor, 
would go and obtain groceries and buy liquor at the same time ?—I do‘not think there 
has been any difference with us in that regard. It might have made a difference to 
some dealers who were in the habit of selling liquor with their groceries, but I do not 
think that made any difference with our trade. 

30759. Are you able to state as to whether your sales of liquor continue about the 
same volume year after year, or whether they increase or diminish ?—Do you mean 
our retail trade ? 
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30760. Yes.—It continues about the same. Our sales increased rapidly until 
licenses were granted in the North-west Territories, but our sales here have decreased 
with the opening up of stores throughout the country. 

30761. How do you account for that !—It is owing to the fact that permits were 
not sent down here to be filled. 

30762. Do these permits call for the same quantities, or do the quantities vary 7— 
The quantity varies. ; 

30763. Did the kind of liquor vary !—Yes. 

30764. Were some permits for whisky and for wines, ales, etc. ?—Yes. 

30765. Have you travelled through the North-west Territories at all ?—Yes. 

30766. Did you travel through the country during the time the prohibitory enact- 
ment was in force !—Yes. ; 

; 30767. When did the change from prohibition to license take place ?—On June 1st 
ast. 

30768. Have you been there since ?—Not since that time. 

30769. During the time prohibition was in force did you notice the kind and quality 


_ of liquor that was sold among the people /—No ; I did not. 


30770. In your opinion, was liquor obtained there of the same quality as is sold 
here ?—_Yes. 

30771. Have you any knowledge as to whether smuggling prevailed to any great 
extent there /—I believe it did. 

30772. Is your opinion formed from hearsay or from individual knowledge ?— 
From hearsay. 

30773. Not from personal observation ?—No ; I can hardly say that. 

30774. You mean that smuggling was generally believed to prevail /—Yes ; it was 
pretty generally believed to prevail. 

30775. Did you ever live where a prohibitory law was in force !—No. 

30776. Have you formed an opinion on the subject of prohibition from the experi- 
ence you had in the North-west? Do you think such a measure could be enforced if 
adopted ?—Do you mean in the Province of Manitoba ? 

30777. Yes.—I think it would be difficult to enforce prohibition in the Province 
of Manitoba. 

30778. In what way would difficulties arise !—From smuggling. 

30779. I understand that you cannot give evidence to the Commission as to whether 
liquors of a deleterious character were sold in the North-west Territories while the pro- 
hibitory law was in force ?—I have heard that there was, but I never saw any myself. 

30780. Have you any suggestions to offer to the Commission in regard to the liquor 
traffic or in regard to any alterations in the law ?—No ; I think. the law is a good one. 

30781. Have you formed any opinion as to whether the imposition of larger license 
fees is productive of good results /—I think the license fees are heavy enough. 

30782. What is the license fee now ?—-$425 for a wholesale license. 

30783. Has your company a wholesale license !—We have a shop license. 

30784. Under such a license, liquor cannot be drunk on the premises, I believe ?— 
Yes, in addition to the license fee, we have to pay small fees, one of which amounts to 
$10. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


30785. Did I understand you to say that your liquor business has increased latterly 4 
—Yes. 

30786. To what do you attribute that increase ! 
son Bay Company. 

30787. I wonder whether you attribute the increase to that, or to your belief that 
the drinking habits of the people had increased ?—I do not attribute it to that at all, 
but to the fact that the Hudson Bay Company are endeavouring to do more business. 

30788. To the fact that they are pushing the liquor branch of their trade 1—Yes. 

30789. That they are trying to sell the largest possible quantities, as they do, I 
suppose, in regard to groceries and dry goods and other goods !— Yes. : 

30790. I think you have stated that this is a very orderly city 1—Yes. 
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30791. Do you think the drinking habits of the people, not only in Winnipeg, but 
throughout the regions covered by your company have decreased and not increased t—I 
do not think they have increased. 

30792. Do you think the push displayed by your company will have a tendency to 
increase the sale of liquor ?—I think the increase of population will cover the increase 
in the sale of liquor. 

30793. Do you think it would be well to limit the number of licenses issued or to 
increase the number /—-Do you mean in this province? 

30794. Take the country at large !—I think there is a limit in Winnipeg. 

30795. You think there isa limit here? Do you think it is well to have the 
number limited ?—Yes. 

30796. Why ’—Because in this way the trade is placed in the hands of more 
respectable men. 

30797. Would you limit the number of people selling—ordinary merchants !—I 
think you could hardly do that. 

30798. Why not?—lIs there a difference between the liquor trade and ordinary 
business ?—There is to a certain extent. 

30799. Give the Commission your view on this point ?—I think there is more 
chance of dishonest dealing in the liquor business than in any other business, and I 
think there are also more chances of dishonesty. 

30800. Please explain.—I am referring to the adulteration of liquors. 

30801. There are chances of dishonesty in that one man will sell only pure liquor 
while others will adulterate it /— Yes. 

30802. Do you think that the tendency to adulterate is very marked ?—I do not 
think it is so here now. 

30803. You think it is well to limit the number of persons selling liquor, taking 
the country at large /—Yes. 

30804. And your reason is because there is a chance to adulterate there is dis- 
honesty in the trade /—That is the only reason. 

30805. Is it because of the effects of the trade /—No. 

30806. The Commissioners are charged with the duty of inquiring into the 
effects of the trade. Do you think there is anything in the character of the trade 
that makes it a wise provision to limit the number of persons engaged in the trade, 
in other words, to check the ramifications of the trade?—That is a pretty hard 
question to answer. 

30806a. Did I understand you to say that there was no liquor sold in your stores 
in the North-west during the prohibition period ?—No. 

30807. No liquor was sold by you at all? No. 

30808. You have said you think it would be difficult to enforce prohibition in 
Manitoba. Why ?—I think it would lead to smuggling. 

30809. And you think that is a thing to be dreaded ?—Yes, I do. 

30810. Is there smuggling on a considerable scale in Manitoba outside of the liquor 
trade !—Not that I know of. 

30811. The Commissioners have been informed that smuggling is taking place in 
other parts of the Dominion, especially in the St. Lawrence and along the coast /—Not 
here. 

30812. I suppose in the border regions there will be more or less smuggling of 
ordinary goods. Are there preventive officers stationed along the border ?—Yes. 

30815, Are they stationed there to prevent smuggling /— Yes. 

30814. As there is danger of smuggling, or preventive officers would not be stationed 
there, it is perhaps fair to assume that there might be considerable evasion, more or less, 
of the law, and that the chief danger as regards smuggling would arise after prohibition 
was enacted in Manitoba ?—Yes, there would be smuggling by unprincipled dealers. Of 
course if prohibition was enforced, every person who dealt in liquor would be a violator 
of the law. 

30815. And only unscrupulous people would engage in the business, although we 
have been told in Manitoba that all the men in the trade or most of them at all events 
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would become smugglers if there was prohibition enacted ; but of course those may have 
been rather sweeping statements. I believe that the people of Manitoba have expressed 
themselves very strongly in favour of prohibition. Do you think the recent vote fairly 
expresses the opinion of the people ?—I think the plebiscite was sandwiched in with 
politics. 

30816. So you think that the view expressed is not that of the people of the 
province ?—I do not think, if the people were to vote again, the resolution in favour of the 
plebiscite would carry, irrespective of politics. 

30817. Is that the general opinion !—That is my own. 

30818. Do you believe or do you not believe that the expression of public opinion 
in regard to that plebiscite indicates that the feeling in Manitoba would back up and 
would insist upon the enforcement of a prohibitory law? If such a law were to be 
enacted, do you think the people would be indifferent ? Do you think that expression of 
opinion indicated that if a prohibitory law were to be enacted, the people would stand 
by it and insist on its enforcement, or that they would be indifferent as to its enforce- 
ment /—That is a hard question for me to answer ; I would not like to say. 

30819. You do not-believe in prohibition yourself !—I do not. 

50820. As a business man and as the manager of the liquor department of the 
Hudson Bay Company, I suppose you look after the grocery as well as the liquor 
business ?— Yes. 

30821. Do you believe that the prohibition of the liquor traffic would injure business 
generally, I mean outside of the liquor business ?—I think it would indirectly. 

30822. In what way ’—It would throw a great many people out of work, and it 
would also depreciate the value of property. 

30823. You mean it would throw out of work those employed in the liquor business ? 
—Yes. 

30824. And in what way do you think it would depreciate the value of property ! 
—It would depreciate the value of property now used for the business, hotels and stores. 

30825. Do you think the property now used as hotel property would be rendered 
useless if the liquor business was abolished ?—Probably it would not be rendered use- 
less. 

30826. You mean it would be rendered less valuable /—Yes. ; 

30827. Do you think the people now employed in the liquor business would be left 
without employment of any kind if the business was abolished!—Probably not all. 

30828. Do you think that after a man had employment in one kind of business he 
would find employment in another !—Probably so, but not such profitable employment. 

30829. Some people have held this opinion, that the liquor business instead ot 
being a benefit to the general business of the country, is an injury to ordinary business, 
in that it takes away from the volume of money that would certainly flow through other 
business channels and give employment to the people in a manner that would be more 
profitable to them. Have you given sufficient thought to this point to enable you to 
give an opinion on it !—No. 

30830. In pushing the business of the Hudson Bay Company, you have not, I sup- 
pose, given thought to that side of it ?—No. 


By Judge McDonald : 
30831. Have you had any experience, except in the North-west Territories, in 
regard to prohibitory legislation /—Do you mean in towns ? 
30832. Yes ?—Yes, at Richmond in the Province of Quebec. 


30833. Have you ever been in Maine !—No. 
30834. How did you find matters in Richmond ?—The Dunkin Act or the Scott 


Act was in force there, and I found that liquor was used very unsparingly there. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 
30835. How long ago is it since you were in Richmond ?—I was there in 1878 and 


L879: cae | 
30836. There has been opportunity for improvement since then, I suppose !/—Yes, 


and there was room for it. 
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By Judge McDonald : 


30837. In the case of a prohibitory enactment being passed, could you form an 
opinion as to the propriety of making remuneration to those engaged in the manufacture 
of liquor, on account of injuries done to their property /—No, that is a little beyond me ; 
that is a heavy question to consider. 


RICHARD LATOUCHE TUPPER, of Selkirk, Manitoba, on being duly sworn, 
deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald ; 


30838. What is your position or occupation ?—I am Fishery Officer for the Dom- 
inion Government. 

30839. How far is Selkirk from Winnipeg ’—Twenty-four miles. 

30840. How long have you resided in Selkirk aca have just moved there; I lived 
in Winnipeg. 

30841. How long have you lived in Winnipeg amen has been my, head- 
quarters since 1878. 

30842. Before that time where did you live !—In the County of Victoria, Ontario. 

30843. How long have you held your present position !—Since last June, 

30844. Did you hold any official position before that ?—Yes, I was Chief License 
Inspector for the Province under the McCarthy Act until it was declared ultra vires. 
I was the author of the Manitoba Act, which has been repealed since. 

30845. Then you are able to speak with considerable knowledge as to the working 
of the Act. Can you state briefly and generally in what particulars the Act diftered 
from the one at present in force /—No. I have not thought of the changes, but they 
are slight. There are very few changes from the Act as passed after the McCarthy Act 
went out of operation. 

30846. How did you find the McCarthy Act to work?—I found it to work very 
well, for the reason that it placed the licensed houses on a business basis. Before that 
time under the old Act, we had too many houses licensed here to do the business, and 
things were running loose to a certainextent. The McCarthy Act was a very beneficial 
Act for the Province. 

30847. Did it appear to be satisfactory to the people as a whole ?—Yes. 

30848. Did you, as Inspector, find it a workable Act ?—Yes. 

30849. How did you find the state of affairs in regard to the observance of the 
Provincial Law while you were Inspector there? As to Sunday observance: did you 
have anything to do with that !—I had to do with the general working of the Act, and 
T found the Sunday provision was observed fairly well. 

30850. Then as to the sale of liquor to minors: had you any trouble in regard to 
that matter ?—I do not think during the whole time I was Inspector, I had one case of 
complaint with respect to the sale of liquor to minors. I was particularly severe 
with hotel-keepers and I allowed them to understand—as I knew every hotel-keeper in 
Manitoba—that I would be particularly severe on that point, and I cannot recollect any 
complaint of violation of the provisions in regard to sale to minors. 

30851. Had you any experience in the working of the laws as regards allowing the 
sale of liquor with groceries, or did you make provision for their separate sale !—I re- 
commend strongly that the sale should be kept separate. 

30852. Do you think as a result of your experience, it is desirable that the 
sale of groceries and liquor should be kept separate?—-Yes. I think the sale of liquor 
should be kept altogether separate from that of groceries. 

30853. It has been stated that where the sale of liquor was combined with the sale 
of groceries, greater temptation was offered to women to purchase liquor, and it was. 
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pointed out that women who would not think of going into saloons, would go into 
groceries and purchase liquor !—I do not know whether they would buy or not bat it 
might be charged in other ways in the account, and it would be impossible to tell 
whether the charge was for groceries or for liquor. 

30854, Had you any reason to suppose that liquors were adulterated at all during 
the time you were Inspector ?—I am a druggist and chemist also, and I can tell pretty 
well in regard to liquor. I take liquor myself and I know its quality pretty well, and 
I do not know of any adulteration being practised in Manitoba except in regard to 
watering the liquor. I do not know of any injurious adulteration having taken place, 
and the reduction of its strength by water is of course dilution. 

30855. It has been stated that in some parts of the country, tobacco, bluestone and , 
other articles are mixed with liquor to give it a fiery character?—That was done 
frequently in the North-west Territories. 

30856. You have never known it done in Manitoba, under the license law, I 
suppose !—No. 

30857. Were you troubled with illicit stills when you were Inspector !/—Not after 
we drove out the illicit dealers. When the Manitoba Act went into force, we were very 
severe in regard to illicit sellers, and we fined them so heavily that it did not pay them 
to continue the business. There have been very few carrying on unlicensed sales since 
the new Act came into force; in fact, since the McCarthy Act came into force, there 
has been very little unlicensed sale. 

30858. So that when the people settled down under the administration of the law 
and became an older community, you would expect that cases of illicit sale would 
become less and less frequent ?—1 do not know that such would be the case. I know 
the Province pretty well, and the illicit sales taking place are of very small proportions. 
It is simply a matter of watching vigilantly in order to prevent illicit sales taking place. 

30859. There was evidence given before the Commission this morning in this city, 
I believe by the Police Magistrate or by the Chief of Police, that billiard rooms and 
pool rooms are only licensed in connection with restaurants /—I do not think there were 
any licenses in connection with the sale of liquor. 

30860. Were there any persons keeping small billiard and pool rooms who were 
licensed ? Were they in connection with hotels or restaurants licensed to sell liquor ?— 
T cannot remember, but most of the hotels and saloons had billiard and pool tables. 

30861. Do you know of any licenses granted to sell liquor .in pool and billiard 
rooms since you ceased to be Inspector !—I do not know of such cases. 

30862. I understand you have resided in Winnipeg. How have you found the city 
as regards sobriety !—I have visited the cities in the east and have also travelled in 
various parts of the United States as well as Canada, and I think Winnipeg will com- 
pare favourably with any city, and is ahead of most of them. 

30863. Have you considered the question of the treatment of the persistent 
drunkard? We find in many sections of the country that there are unfortunate people 
with whom it is an almost constant procession from the police court to the jail, and 
then from the jail to the saloon and back to the police court, and that this procession is 
kept up the year round. Are there any such cases in this city We have some such 
cases here, and I would place the parties in the same category as lunatics. 

30864. Should they be treated as though they needed to be kept under restraint ¢ 
—Yes; I believe in that treatment. 

30865. Do you think any reformation is effected by sending them to prison for a 


short term !—No. 
30866. Have you ever known any man to be reclaimed from drunkenness by that 


treatment !—No. : 
30867. Have you noticed the effect of the liquor traftic on the community as a 
whole ; whether it is beneficial or the reverse as regards family life, business interests 
and so on ?—That is a pretty hard question to answer ; that is as to whether doing away 
with the sale would benefit the community. 
30868. I am speaking of the effect of the liquor traffic, whether the effect is good 
or evil on the community. Have you paid much attention to that matter ’—T could not 


answer that question. 
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30869. Have you noticed the effect in travelling round, as I understand you have 
travelled a good deal through the country ’—Yes. 

30870. Have you found that there has been during the last fifteen or twenty years 
a change in the social habits of the people, by which a smaller quantity of liquor is 
consumed by the people than was formerly the case ?—I think the social habits have 
improved, for the reason that, on account of cheaper transportation, a better class of 
liquor is obtained and the people are able to get better liquor than formerly. I travelled 
from here to Edmonton and the Peace River country long before the railroad came in 
here. TU walked from Ottawa River to the Rocky Mountains, with the exception of 137 
miles, and I constantly visited the Hudson Bay posts and other posts, and at some 
places I drank brandy and whisky. Now in Manitoba you can get light beverages, 
and of course there is less drunkenness than there was before ; although there may be 
more liquor drank there is iess drunkenness, and the people have improved under the 
change. 

30871. As a traveller, looking back at your experience in Ontario and in this 
western country, do you think there is less drinking now than there was formerly ? Do 
you observe in the hotels and smaller places fewer people taking liquor, and also that 
less liquor is taken at table than in olden times /—Yes, there is much less drinking at 
table than formerly. 

30872. Have you noticed whether there is as much of what is called treating in 
this part of the world as formerly /—It is quite common. 

30873. Supposing that hotel, saloon or restaurant had to be done away with, one 
or the other, by legislation, which, in the interest of the community, would it be better to 
dispense with, the hotel or the restaurant ?—I should say, keep the hotel ; but I think 
some restaurants are necessary in a city. The reason I provided in the Act for a few 
restaurants, was because any good restaurants in a city like Winnipeg lose money as a 
rule in the dining-room, and yet some restaurants are necessary, especially for a certain 
class of inhabitants who are bachelors and live in rooms. A great many gentlemen live 
in rooms and go to restaurants for board, and in order that the restaurant table may 
be kept up, it is necessary that there should only be a limited number. I believe a few 
restaurants are necessary. That has been my experience. 

30874. Do you think the proprietors could not maintain the restaurants without 
being allowed to sell liquor there, or is it because they charge too little !—They would 
otherwise have to increase the price of meals. 

30875. Then the profit they make on the sale of drink enables them to furnish 
meals at a lower price than otherwise would be the case ?—Yes, because there is liquor 
at the table. 

30876. Do not quite a large number of people visit restaurants who do not take 
any liquor at all, and do not such persons pay less than they should do for their meals? 
—Not less than they should pay, but less than the proprietor can afford to supply them 
at. [I know many total abstainers who take their meals in restaurants and also take 
meals in hotels. 

30877. Then owing to other people drinking liquor, the total abstainers are able to 
obtain their meals at a cheaper rate !—Yes. 


By Rev, Dr. McLeod : 


30878. Then the total abstainer does not pay for what he gets in food /—Yes, that 
is my experience. That was the reason why I recommended the Government to grant 
seven restaurant licenses in the city, and I spread them over different parts of the city 
so that persons living in different sections could reach them easily. 


By Judge McDonald : 


30879. Have you had any experience in regard to the use of light wines and ales 
and the effect they have on people !—In what way do you mean ? 
30879a. You are well aware no doubt that in European countries they are generally 
used, and some people recommend their use in this country. It is contended by some, 
that if our people would use wines and ales and get rid of stronger liquors, the change 
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would be promotive of temperance !—I have read the matter up and have noticed that 

the temperature of the climate has a great deal to do with the character of the liquor the 

people drink. In Italy the people drink light wines, but as you go north you find the 

people drinking spirits, and in the northern regions the people always want strong 

ie I believe, if more beer and light wines were drank, our people would be 
etter. 

30880. You think, then, that the question of climate has an important influence ! 
-—I am satisfied that if our people would drink more largely Canadian or California 
light wine, it would be better for them, and I am satisfied moreover that thousands of 
people who drink these wines now would, if they did not drink them, drink strong 
liquors. 
30881. You have spoken of light liquors being used now, which was not formerly 
the case. Are there any other beers or light drinks that are used? The Commission 
have heard of Weiss, hop and Schenck beer and birch beer, all of which contain a very 
small percentage of alcohol. Do you know whether such drinks are obtaining any hold 
among the people ?—I have not heard of that. 

30882. Are you aware that lager beer is largely used Yes ; that is of the strength 
of about 4 per cent. 

30883. Have you had'any experience in other places than Manitoba, where there 
has been a prohibitory law in force ?—In Iowa and Nebraska, and I have also visited 
some of the New England States. 

30884. State to the Commission your experience in Iowa!—TI stopped in Sioux 
City over night, and I asked the proprietor of the hotel where I was staying, where the 
bar was. He said he had no bar. I may say that this was a very fine hotel, worth not 
less than $200,000, I was tired after my journey, and I wanted to get something to 
drink. He said that he had nothing to drink and that it was a prohibition State. 
Just across from the city is Nebraska, and of course I did not know what was the state 
of affairs there; he, however, said that there were no bars there. I then said that I 
thought this was a country of liberty. He asked where I came from, and I said Man- 
itoba ; and he inquired about two or three people in Manitoba. He then told me to go 
to the doctor and get a prescription, and that would last me as long as I was in the city, 
and I could always get it filled at the drug store. I asked him as to the law, and he 
said the hotel-keeper had been fined once or twice, but some people had hotels and 
saloons. These hotels, I may say, were buildings that could be removed from one vacant 
lot to another, and when the proprietor was fined one month, he moved the hotel to an- 
other lot, and under the law he could only be fined once a month. As a matter of curi- 
osity I went round and asked for whisky in seven places and got it, then I went to the 
doctor and got the prescription, in order to try the drug stores. Of course at the drug 
store there was no trouble. 

30885. Was the liquor furnished ?—The doctor took me in and wrote: “Spiritus 
Vin. Rectificat. two ounces,” and I got it. I paid for it, and of course it had the effect 
of being a permanent license to myself as long as I remained in the city. The prescrip- 
tion was not taken from me. 

30886. Would it be filled by any druggist !—The next time I went there I stopped 
at the hotel. They did not sell liquor there. It was Sunday. I waited to see the effect 
of the law there, and I observed dozens of people at the front door of a drug store. That 
was my experience there in one day, and I saw many people waiting their turn to go in. 
In Nebraska they have a high license law in force, the charge for a license being $1,000 
a year. I may say I was there for immigration purposes. Except in Omaha, no licenses 
are issued to hotels and the saloons are separate. i 

30887. What do you say was the amount of the saloon license there $1,000. The 
hotels were all around, but were without licenses. 

30888. Had you no means of testing how the law worked?—It worked very well. 
T went to two or three hotels and asked for liquor. They said they did not sell liquor, 
but that I could send out and get it. ; 

30889. Did they charge higher prices in the hotels for liquor 1—No; I do not think 
so. I did not send for it, but other parties did so ; they sent for a pitcher of beer or a 


bottle of whisky. 
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30890. Referring to. the North-west Territories: what has been your experience 
there ?—I have been all through the North-west Territories since 1878. 

30891. What did you see there?—I never found very much difficulty in getting 
liquor there. 

30892. What was the quality of the liquor you obtained ?—It was very poor some- 
times, and very good at other times. 

30893. What would be the quality obtained in the locality !—Those parties who 
got the liquor in by permits obtained it from Winnipeg, say from the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany, often from dealers in the towns east, and of course they obtained good liquor. If 
a man could not obtain very good liquor, he would get a permit for two gallons of alcohol 
and reduce it with water; but there was no such thing as getting beer in, of course. 
Everybody would get in strong liquor because they could obtain two gallons of alcohol 
on the permit, and by reducing it, make it last as long as possible. Of course the people 
drank a good deal of pain-killer. 

30894. Was the alcohol diluted with water after it was brought in ?—That I could 
not say. Of course, they diluted it before they drank it. Traders and dealers would 
get hold of some permits, and they would obtain alcohol and dilute it and fix it up with 
tobacco, During the rebellion I was Quartermaster of the 91st Regiment and brought 
down six or eight prisoners, who were afterwards hanged at Regina for being engaged 
in the rebellion. We crossed Battle River at Battleford and left Colonel Smith with 
his regiment. We met a trader coming in from Winnipeg with whom I was already 
acquainted, and he had a trading outfit with him. I saw the man had twelve barrels, 
and I asked him if there was liquor in them. He admitted that such was the case, and 
he said he would make a lot of money out of the liquor. TI had not tasted liquor for two 
months, having been away north on the campaign. After taking some of this liquor, I 
went to sleep. The trader sold out this liquor and then skipped. That is the way they 
manufacture liquor up there. There was an inducement to make a profit out of the sale, 
and there was no control exercised over it. 

30895. You have mentioned in regard to pain-killer being used ?—The people drank 
pain-killer all over the country and subsequently the sale of it had to be stopped, and it 
could only be sold by permit. 

30896. Would they drink pain-killer indiscriminately /—Yes. I may mention one 
case that I remember. It was that of a Hudson Bay man on the Saskatchewan, who 
drank six or seven bottles a day of Perry Davis’s pain-killer. 

30897. Taking your experience in all these relations, the experience of one who has 
become acquainted with the different systems of dealing with the liquor traffic, do you 
consider it advisable that a prohibitory law, a law prohibiting the importation, manufac- 
ture and sale for beverage purposes, should be passed for this Dominion !—I do not. 

30898. Do you think such a law would be practicable of enforcement !—I believe 
such a law would be desirable, if it were practicable, but I do not believe it to be prac- 
ticable. I believe it would be the means of giving us worse liquor and more crime in 
every way, and it would not prohibit. I do not believe it is possible of enforcement. 
Smuggling and illicit manufacture would go on, particularly in the North-west country, 
and the people would resort to other methods of obtaining liquor. Smuggled liquor 
would take the place of the present supply. 

30899. Supposing such a law were passed, would you consider it right and just that 
the brewers and distillers should receive remuneration !—Most decidedly. 

30900. Are there any suggestions you desire to make to the Commission in regard 
to the liquor traffic, as to its control or management !—No. In framing the law, I felt 
that a great responsibility was cast upon me by the Province, and before framing it I 
consulted the Acts of the different Provinces of Canada, and also Acts passed in the 
United States. I made a study of the question for some time, and I endeavoured to as- 
certain the effect of legislation in those places. After I had completed the task, I con- 
sidered that the Act was as good an one as I could make it, and a very fair one ; one 
that did not interfere with the liberty of the subject, and yet controlled the sale. The 
number of licenses was reduced from 84 to 52. I did away with all music in the saloons ; 
that is with the Italian string bands, and I also abolished dice throwing and all games 
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of the kind. At the same time my object was, from what I had seen in Toronto as to 
the good effect of the seven o’clock closing on Saturday night, to secure a like provision. 
I wished to allow a temperate man to take his glass, and not interfere with his liberty 
to such an extent that he would take a bottle of liquor home with him. This city is as 
well conducted and as quiet, in my opinion, as any on the continent. The liquor law 
requires to be enforced closely, and everything requires to be done honestly and above 
board. I think an hotel-keeper will always object to drinking men being around his 
place, and will not give liquor to such men unless it is proper that they should obtain it. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


30901. Were there more licensed places under the McCarthy Act in Winnipeg than 
there are under the present Act ?—I think under the McCarthy Act there were two or 
three less. 1 reduced the number from 84 to 52, and I think the number is now about 54. 

30902. Then I understand that you believe in limiting the number of licenses ?— 
Yes, to the extent of providing the accommodation that people require. At the same 
time that I reduced the number of licenses, I raised the number of rooms that an hotel 
required to possess in order to obtain a license; I shut off all other places selling liquor, 
except the seven restaurants of which I have spoken, and I repeat that I raised the 
number of rooms that each hotel-keeper had to keep, furnished for the accommodation 
of the public. Of course we had to look after travellers. 

30903. Then the hotel-keeper had to provide a certain number of rooms as a quali- 
fication ?—Yes, he has to do so now. 

30904. Why do you think it well to limit the number of places selling liquor ; what 
is the use of such a restriction !—The benefit is this : if you license only a proper number, 
you allow the hotel-keeper an opportunity of making an honest living and at the same 
time observing the law, and in that way you obtain more respectable men in the business. 
A man with a thousand dollars may open an hotel, but the number is limited, and of 
course the number includes the best men. 

30905. Would it not be well to allow sellers of liquor to open places indiscrimin- 
ately and compete with each other, as do men in other lines of business, and if they are 
unable to compete, go to the wall, while those who push business succeed !/—No, I do 
not think so, because then there is an inducement offered to sell liquor to drunken men 
and keep open after hours, to have gambling in the place and so on. Of course this is a 
particular business, and one different from any other business. You may get men in it 
who will deprive a man of his last dollar and who will violate the law to enable him to 
do so, if he has a chance. 

30906. Is that your observation of the men engaged in the business as a class /— 
There are a number of honest men in the business, as there are in any other business. 

30907. Is there a strong tendency to have the business monopolized by that class 
of people ’—There is a tendency that way. 

30908. Do you think that when fewer places are licensed, there is necessarily less 
drinking !/—Yes, in a certain sense there is less. drinking, but it may be done by 
more men. If you have more places, the price of liquor would be reduced so that 
more men could afford to drink. A workingman would be able to obtain three or four 
glasses, while now he might only be able to obtain one glass. 

30909. Do you think the license law really restricts the trade !—Yes, I am certain 
of it. 

30910. Does it restrict the drinker or seller or both !—A proper license law does 
not prevent the sale of liquor, but it restricts or regulates the sale. It restricts the 
intemperate use of liquor ; so if there are fewer places selling, and they are selling only 
within certain hours and on certain days, the sale is thereby restricted and the drinking 
is less. There must be a certain number of places. You must consider the population 
and trade of the town, and there should not be more licenses issued than would enable 
a man to do a respectable business, and be able to say to any man : “You have had 
enough ; I am going to close up now.” 7 

30911. What is “enough ” ?—I suppose if a man does not know he has had enough, 
the hotel-keeper should be able to judge. When a man cannot pronounce his “ Rs” pro- 
perly he has had enough. That would be one test. 
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30912. But the hotel-keeper should know if the man does not know? Then the 
man is not the judge ?—That is the point, of course. 

30913. You would place the responsibility on the seller /—Yes. 

30914. Is it your observation that the seller is particularly careful to draw the 
line at the right place ?—Many of the sellers are so and a great many are not. There 
are a great many who do draw the line, but I cannot say the proportion. 

30915. Is it a provision of the license law that a seller should not sell to a man 
who is drunk ?—Yes. 

30916. Do you think that is a wise provision?—Yes, you will find that provision 
in the Act. In regard to hotels,I may say that there are only two hotels (because even 
a respectable man may have the misfortune of going on a spree once in a while and may 
even have to be interdicted,) that would not refuse to give drink to persistent drunkards 
on simple notice being given. Instead of giving notice of interdiction, which of course 
would be known to the public, I took the trouble myself in one case of going to the 
proprietors of hotels, asking them if instead of the families notifying them of interdic- 
tion, they would act without it, and my request was denied by only two hotel-keepers, 
all the rest declaring that they would not give the man liquor. His name was not 
published and liquor was not sold to him. Those two men I drove out of the business 
for doing so, for they gave liquor to a man to whom they should not have sold it. 

30917. Of course, it would be cruel to sell to a man already disabled ; but do you 
think it is a mistake to let dealers sell to a man until he reaches that point /—That 
would be a hard question to judge. The man might be a stranger, and the man who 
had been properly interdicted might in some cases get enough liquor to place himself in 
a state of intoxication. 

30918. On the Lord’s Day I saw two men, one an old man and the other a young 
man, both very much intoxicated on the street. Was it nota wrong act for a licensed 
dealer to sell to those men, and was it not illegal?—-Yes ; if a dealer had sold to them. 
Of course they might have taken that liquor on account of places being sealed up. I 
heard two men on Saturday night say that as they could not get a glass on Sunday, they 
would get flasks and carry them over Sunday; but that condition of things is what I 
wish to prevent. 

30919. Do you think that as the law prevents the sale on Sunday so that men 
could not get a glass of liquor as they ordinarily do, and they were compelled, as they 
thought, to get “flasks to carry them over Sunday, it would be well to change the 
law so as to enable them to get liquor by the glass instead of getting it by the flask 1— 
That saloon should be closed. 

30920, You think they should be under prohibition every Sunday ?—There may be 
a little too much liberty exercised in regard to hotels. 

30921. You have mentioned that you are anxious to enforce the license law so that 
men could get their glass of liquor on Saturday night. What would be the advantage of 
that /—The disadvantage is that workingmen on leaving their work on Saturday night 
want something to drink. They had been in the habit of visiting some of the taverns 
and spending perhaps 50 cents apiece and then going home at 11 o'clock, but when they 
found that they could not obtain liquor by the glass in the evening, they each bought a 
bottle, as they had to treat each other. Of course they could not take beer, so they each 
had to take a bottle of whisky, which they drank on Sunday. The result was that 
they were drinking all the next day. Such drinking causes much unhappiness in the 
home and is a bad “example to the family. 

30922. Then you think more evil follows home drinking ?—Yes, more than drink- 
ing at hotels. 

30923. You spoke of the adulteration of liquors in the North-west. Did you know of 
tobacco, bluestone and like ingredients being used as adulterating materials there !— 
Not of my own knowledge. 

30924. Do you believe those adulterations did occur?—Yes, I am certain of it ; 
that has been done, I know it has been done. I have seen such things done any num- 
ber of times, Eau de Cologne and other perfumes being used ; of course they are nearly 
all composed of alcohol. 
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30925. Do you think those compounds were resorted to in the North-west 1_Yes, 
because the people could not buy decent liquor there. 

30926. Was it because of the difficulty of getting liquor ?—Their permits had run 
out. Sometimes they would not have any liquor in for a month or two. 

30927. Then the sale was in consequence of the difficulty of bringing in liquor ; did 
the prohibitory law have any effect on that ?—None whatever; I do not think it made 
any difference. 

30928. Was that because of the use made of the permit system?—No. More liquor 
went into the North-west without permit than went in by permit. 

30929. Was no attempt made to search for it ?—Yes, the Mounted Police did their 
duty. 
30930. Did they ever discover any liquor ?—Yes, very often. 

30931. Did the quantity of liquor used diminish !—It diminished as the liquor 
was brought in. 

30932. Then you think the prohibitory law had no effect in diminishing the sale? 
—I think it had the effect of making as many drunkards as persons whom it prohibited 
obtaining liquor. 3, 

30933. You think the prohibition of the article makes it wanted?—I can hardly 
say that. I know it was felt that individual liberty was being interefered with, and 
therefore men would have liquor. Men who never drank before said so: they said it 
interfered with their liberty, and they would have it. I was told that the system had 
the effect on hundreds of men who considered their liberty was being interfered with 
and they were bound to have liquor. A number of men in this way were led to drink 
who had never drank before. . 

30934. Then many such men under a license system would never drink /—TI cannot 
say that, but plenty of men drank who never drank before that time. 

30935. Was that very general?—I cannot say whether it was general or not. I 
have stated what was the general feeling in the country: it was that liquor not being 
allowed to be brought in here, we will have it. . 

30936. Do you know whether permits were issued indiscriminately? As years 
went on were more permits given in later than in earlier years !—No; I think more per- 
mits were given in later years. Since Governor Royal took office, there have been 
fewer permits than ever, before. Inever got but one permit in my life. 

30937. I have here a copy of a parliamentary report which goes to show that in 
1883, the number of gallons of whisky, brandy, beer, wine and the like given by permit 
was 6,736 gallons, and in 1890, the number of gallons issued by permit was 153,670, a 
very marked increase !—There are several reasons for that increase. 

30938. What are they ?—The railway at that time was not built beyond Winnipeg. 
The cost of freight was very high—three times what it was subsequently. Still another 
reason is, that if the permit was sent down by the old cart trail to the Hudson Bay Co. 
to fill, a permit say for five gallons, the chances were ten to one that the liquor would 
be stolen on the road. An additional fact is, that it would cost two or three times as 
much. Still another reason is, that there were very few people in the North-west Ter- 
ritories. The probable reason was that unless you went east yourself with the permit, 
the liquor was almost certain to be stolen on the road. 

30939. The population has increased by two and a half fold, but the increase in the 
number of gallons under permit is from 6,000 gallons to 153,000 gallons or twenty- 
six times as much during later years. Moreover, this was under permit, without refer- 
ence as to quantities coming in by other ways ?—The cost of transportation was the 
great cause of the difference. : sh 

30940. But the fact remains that you are evidently mistaken as to your belief that 
there were more permits issued in earlier years than in later years ?—I do not mean 
what they were issued for; I mean according to what was asked for. I know more 
permits have been refused and cut down in quantity of late years ; that was what I 
meant to say—it was according to applications. ae 

30941. But you must remember that the quantity has increased twenty-six times, 
whereas the population has only increased two and a half times ?—That I did not know. 
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T meant in regard to quantities asked for by individuals; the getting it in or not did 
not make any difference. 

30942. Whether it was stolen or delivered, this was the quantity permitted. It 
would seem that the permits have immensely increased. Do you think the wholesale 
manner in which the permits were issued had anything to do with the ineffectiveness of 
the prohibitory law in the North-west ?—That I cannot say. 

30943. Speaking about the Iowa Act: did I understand you to say that a man for 
violating the lowa law would be fined but once a month /—I have never read the Act, 
but was told that the premises were fined monthly. The punishment for the third 
offence was imprisonment, but they took care not to be prosecuted for the third offence. 

30944. Then no matter who sold, the establishment paid the fine ?—Yes, only the 
proprietor would be punished for the third offence. He took care not to be found guilty 
a third time; he would move the building to a vacant lot, and although it was the same 
man who sold the liquor and in the same building, yet any offence was a new offence 
against that property. \ 

30945. Do you think it is a humiliating position to be compelled to move an estab- 
lishment in which you were carrying on trade—to cart a rum shop round from lot to 
lot ’—The law permits it, and it does not seem to say how many times they may move. 

30946. What were the contents of these houses on wheels?—Some had billiard. 
tables in the back part of the place. 

30947. Was there many of them around?—I do not know. 

30948. Did you see one ?—Yes, I was in seven places. 

30949. Would such an establishment be as large as this room !—Ne. 

30950. Did you see any of them being removed ?’—No; they were all stationary 
when I saw them, I only inspected them one time when I was there for an hour or two. 
I looked at them in order to satisfy my curiosity. 

30951. You have spoken of your experience in the North-west during the rebellion 
and you have stated that you yourself had no liquor for two months. Was liquor 
furnished to the soldiers 7—No. 

30952. WaSgita disadvantage to them?—All would have been better soldiers and 
endured more if liquor had been served to them as a ration. Soldiers, as a rule, in com- 
pany drink too much; but if it had been served as a ration, I believe it would have 
been a benefit. 3 

30953. In Montreal the Commission received the testimony of Col. Hughes, who de- 
clared that for a considerable time during the campaign neither he nor his men had any 
liquor and they were materially better on account of the lack of it!—We were with 
him —the Montreal 65th—all through the North-west Rebellion in General Strange’s 
column. 

30954. You have stated that a prohibitory law would not be practicable in Mani- 
toba ’—I do not think it would. 

30955. Why ’—Because from all I have read and all I believe, it has not been found 
to work anywhere else, and I do not think it would work well here, less well here than 
in most places. There was a time here when the number of licenses were not limited. 
and when everybody sold when he chose every hour and day, but now changes have been 
brought about so that the hours are limited and the days are limited. 

30956. Do you think the reform should go further and that the number of licenses 
should be reduced to nil ?—No. 

30957. Do you think a prohibitory law touching the manufacture, importation and 
sale of liquor, if well enforced, would be beneficial ?—I do not think so. 

30958. So your belief concerning prohibition is that it would not be desirable, even 
if it were practicable ?—-I do not think so. 

30959. You spoke of pain-killer being used in the North-west and you stated that 
its use was prohibited : did the authorities succeed in prohibiting it /—I could not say. 
I do not think they did. 

30960. Would it have been a good thing if they had been successful in prohibiting 
pain-killer ?—The pain-killer went as soon as the people could get, by law, all the liquor 
they wanted. 
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30961. Which would be worse, pain-killer or whisky /—Pain-killer. 

30962. You have noticed, of course, the vote given by the people of Manitoba : 
oe do you think that means in regard to prohibition ?—I do not think it means any- 
thing. . : 

_ 30963. What was the majority given in favour of prohibition 7—A very large 
majority. 

30964, Do you think the people who voted that way did not know what they were 
doing !—Yes ; a great many were very earnest and a great many voted forfun. Ihave 
been told by many people that they did not want prohibition, but voted fdr it for fun. 

30965. Was not the majority in the thousands ?—It was 13,000 or 14,000. 

30966. Do you consider that a considerable portion of those people voted simply 
for fun !—They voted without thinking. Iam satisfied that if they came to consider 
the question again and to vote again, and had the question fairly and fully placed before 
them—which was not done last time—the majority would vote the other way. I am 
satisfied that would be the result. 

30967. Have you observed that the liquor trade, as it exists, has done any serious 
injury or had any injurious effect on social and business life, or on the morals of the 
people at large /—I cannot see that it has. The abuse of liquor certainly has. 

30968. You say the abuse of liquor has ?—Yes. 

30969. I understood you to say that you were the author of the present law ?— 
Yes, before certain amendments were carried. J was the author of the law passed by 
the House of Assembly, after the McCarthy Act. 

30970. The present law is the same, with certain amendments introduced !—Not 
the same altogether. Mr. Leacock, who was then a member of the House, revised it 
after I got it into shape for him. 

30971. You drafted it, I believe, at the suggestion of Mr. Norquay? Did you 
insert the provision that enables counties and parishes to have prohibition under that 
law, by refusing licenses ; or was that provision afterwards inserted !—That was after- 
wards put in. 

30972. Is that a good provision, in your opinion !/—No ; I do not think so. 

30973. You think, in all places, it would be better to have the trade licensed ?-— 
Yes ; because if this is not done, it causes illicit sale of liquor. 

30974. Do you think the people have any right to have a voice in the matter of the 
sale of liquor ?—The signature of fifteen out of the nearest twenty neighbours are 
required to secure a license, and that meant prohibition all over the province, if the 
people wished it. 

30975. There is no law permitting four-fifths of the people of Manitoba to refuse 
licenses and thus declare for prohibition !—The law does not prohibit it. 

30976. I understand that there are some portions of Manitoba under the Scott 
Act. Do you know anything about that matter /—There were two counties under the 
Scott Act. I do not know whether the Act has been repealed or not, but I think it has. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 
30977. Do you know how that Act worked in those counties? 
before my time. 
By Judge M cDonald : 


30978. Then you know nothing whatever about the working ot the Scott Act in 
those counties No ; it was before I became connected with this city. I was then on 
my way west in the service of the Canadian Pacific Railway. 


No; that was 
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EDWARD L. DRURY of Winnipeg, on being duly sworn, deposed as 


follows :— 
By Judge McDonald: 


30979. What is your business or occupation /—I am a brewer. 

30980. How long have you resided in Winnipeg ?—Nearly 18 years. 

30981. Have you during all that time been engaged in the business of a brewer ?— 
Yes. 

30982. Did you come from one of the other provinces !—I am from the other side 
of the line. I came from England originally, but I was in Minnesota before I came 
here. 

30983. Did you commence the business of brewing when you came here /—Yes, I 
started right into the business. 

30984. How large was your output at first, in round figures?—It was very 
small. 

30985. Did you make more than one kind of liquor !—I brewed ale and porter at 
that time. I made lager beer afterwards, and I have also done something in malting, 

30986. Has your output increased from year to year?—Yes, it has increased 
steadily. 

30987. Can you give the Commission in round figures the quantity of your output 
at the present time (= My business is about 300, 000 gallons of ale, porter and lager 
yearl 

30988. Of these three articles, which would be the largest quantity !— Lager would 
be the largest, in the proportion of 60 of lager to 40 of the others. 

30989. Taking the last five years, how would these proportions apply ; would 
there be about the quantity you have indicated, or would there be an increase in any 
one of them ?—The lager is gradually increasing; it has gradually gone ahead of the 
others. 

30990. You say you make malt /—Yes, we produce it nearly all here ; occasionally 
we may run short and may have to get a few carloads from Ontario. 

30991. Do you buy your barley here !—Yes. 

30992. Is it barley raised in the Province ?— Yes. 

30993. Will you tell the Commission what has been your annual consumption of 
barley for the last five years ?—Last year I purchased about 35,000 bushels of barley in 
the Province. 

30994. What price did you pay /—Last year barley was low ; it was 30 to 35 cents 
per bushel. 

30995. Do you obtain a good class of barley here?—It was very good last year ; 
often it is a little discoloured. Last year I may say that it was remarkably bright. 

30996. Do you use hops /—We get them from the east and from the other ‘side of 
the line. We do not raise hops in Manitoba yet. 

30997. How many men do you employ in your establishment ?—35 to 45 men. 

30998. Is your brewery situated within the city limits ?—Yes ; when I started 
business it was outside of the city limits, but the limits have been extended consider- 
ably and my brewery was taken in. 

30999. Is your ale, porter and lager consumed entirely within the province, or do 
you ship to other points ’—We ship all over the North-west and to British Columbia, 
but not very much to the Eastern Provinces. 

31000. Has the change in the law of the North-west affected you materially }—We 
found a remarkable difference in 1889, when the 4 per cent beer was allowed, and the 
permit system was extended so as to allow that 4 per cent beer to come in; that gave a 
great impetus to the brewing business of Winnipeg, and we got the benefit of that 
change quickly. 

31001. What was the 4 per cent beer; was it something you manufactured. 
specially for the Territories /—I fancy the object was to allow light beer to bé brought 
into the Territories. 
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31002. The intention, then, was to allow light beers to be brought in and to shut 
out the heavier beers /—I think Governor Royal’s intention in taking 4 per 
cent aS a maximum was that beer of considerable strength should not be brought 
into the North-west - Territories. 

_ 31003. T understood you to say that you have found your trade increasing ?—A 
great deal of liquor was sent in under that provision. A special permit was, of 
course, required for strong ale—a domestic permit, which would be for one barrel of 
ale for domestic use. The 4 per cent beer was made for selling in the Territories. 

31004. How many breweries are there in the province ?—There are seven. 

31005. Is your brewery the largest ?—Yes. 

31006. Have you, as a citizen of Winnipeg, noticed the working of the license law 
here: have you found it work satisfactorily ?—I think so ; there have been changes 
made from time to time, and I think the license law is working very well. It promises 
to be somewhat stringent in some respects, but I recollect that we have to make laws 
for all kinds of people and for different conditions, and, moreover, all laws have to be 
so formed as to be capable of enforcement when placed on the statute-book. We have 
-a law against swearing-on the streets. If that law was rigidly enforced, it would 
require a larger armed force than we have now in the province. It is so also with 
respect to some provisions of the liquor license law that appear to be very stringent. 

31007. So far as appears outwardly the law is well observed !—I think so, I have 
no occasion to think otherwise. 

31008. Have you travelled in England, and the United States and other countries 
a great deal; and if so, do you find this city compare with other cities as regards the 
temperance habits of the people ?—It compares very favourably ; I do not know a more 
orderly, quiet and respectable city anywhere than Winnipeg. 

31009. Have you seen anything of the working of a probibitory law in any 
country !—No. 

31010. Did you see such a. law in force in the North-west Territories !/—Yes. I 
was in Calgary during the period of the prohibitory law. 

31011. Were you able to form an opinion as to whether it was observed or not /— 
I found plenty of drinking there. I found it difficult to get beer, but there was plenty 
of whisky to be had. I asked a man if I\could not get a glass of ale, and he told me 
that a heavy fine was levied for selling porter or ale, and he could not run the risk of 
being caught. There was any amount of whisky to be had, but the lighter beverages 
were difficult to obtain. 

31012. Have you lived in any country where the people used light wines and ales 
at the table as an ordinary drink?—In the United States lager is the universal 
beverage. The consumption reaches 12 gallons per capita per annum. 

31013. Have you had reason to observe the effect of the use of lager on the people, 
whether there is less drinking than formerly /—I have never seen any greater degree of 
drinking in consequence ; they seem to be an energetic, go-ahead race, and a great many 
of our people seem to think the United States a fine place to go to. Too many of them, 
I am sorry to say, have that opinion. 

31014. Has your attention been called to the question whether liquors have been 
adulterated or not ?—I do not know anything in regard to that matter. I know 
very little about strong liquor. I do not think there is any opportunity to adulterate 
beer. 

31015. When the prohibitory law was in force in the North-west, were many per- 
mits sent to you to be filled !—TI obtained quite a number ; quite a number were sent to 
me, none for strong liquor, but simply for ale or beer. ae i, A | 

31016. Have you ever lived in a community where high license was in force 1—No. 

31017. Then you do not know any city in which it is in operation / —It is in force 
in St. Paul, where I am interested in business, and in fact my father is located there. 

31018. How is the system found to work?—Well, the dealers have to pay more into 


the city treasury. I believe there is a good deal of illicit sale going on there on account 


of it. “ 
31019. Have you ever considered this question : if the Leg 


the hotel bar or the saloon or restaurant bar, which would it be better to dispense with? 


islature shall abolish either 
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—I do not see any difference. I think restaurants are more necessary, especially in a 
community where a great many travellers arrive and depart, for they enable visitors to 
get meals at all hours, and in this way prove a great convenience to travellers. I repeat 
that I cannot see any difference. 

31020. Of course you haye travellers who stay in the city a short time !/—Yes. 

31021. Who simply take a meal or two and then get on the train and leave the 
city —Yes. It is of course a great convenience to professional men who are detained 
in court, for example, to be able to get lunch at any time, and in fact the restaurants 
have always been considered to be a great convenience. The number of these licenses 
is limited here, there only being one restaurant license issued for every eight hotels. 

31022. What is your opinion as to the granting of compensation to brewers and 
distillers in the event of the enactment of a prohibitory law ’—In my opinion, all fair- 
minded men will take the same ground, that as the business has been sanctioned by law 
and with the approval of the people, compensation should be granted if permission to 
continue the business is withdrawn. It is, however, hardly necessary to discuss that 
phase of the question, in my opinion, for the contingency seems to be very remote. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


31023. How many men do you employ /—From 35 to 45 men. 

31024. What is your output at the present time /--About 300,000 gallons. 

31025. About what is its value ?—From $125,000 to $150, 000 a year. 

31026. And is that sold principally in Manitoba Yes. 

31027. Speaking about your sales in the North-west Territories : have your sales and 
shipments of beer to the Territories increased of late years !—They have increased very 
much. Of course prior to 1889 they were quite limited. After the four per cent license 
law came into force they materially increased, in fact that was the commencement of a 
large business with the Territories. 

31028. When did that take place /—In 1889. 

31029. Was beer sent there as four per cent beer?—Yes. There were two kinds 
of permits. One was granted to hotels, and they paid 10 cents per gallon and were thus 
enabled to obtain a supply of four per cent beer for sale. For domestic permits no 
charge was made by the Government, and private parties who wanted ale or spirit were 
able to get it in without paying the Government anything. The Government exacted 
the 10 cents per gallon from hotels in leu of a license. 

31030. What was the average quantity covered by a permit ?—It ran about 30 
gallons of ale, which would be a barrel. 

31031. Has the quantity varied of late years, and if so, which way ?—Since the 
license law came into effect the quantity has, of course, increased, because then the 
people bought 100 to 300 gallons. 

31032. Were the quantities small prior to that time? Prior to the 4 per cent 
arrangement the quantities sent there, you say, were small comparatively !—Yes ; they 
were, at all events, much smaller. Of course, I had nothing to do with liquor permits. 

31033. Had you reason to believe that quantities were sent into the Territories 
without permits /—I have no doubt of it. We never sent in any, but it was not for 
lack of opportunity, and I may say, with much satisfaction, that we never violated the 
law in any way, or the permit system. 

31034. Have you reason to believe that there was much sent in improperly !/— 
There was more sent in than appeared, for there was no trouble in sending it in, except 
as regards beer and ale. 

31035. You have spoken about the good order prevailing in Winnipeg. Do you 
attribute that desirable condition of affairs to the prevailing and uniform temperance 
sentiment that is observable in the community /—I think it is owing to the people 
themselves. If the large majority of the people were not in favour of quietness, sobriety 
and order, then of course we would have a different state of affairs. 

31036. Or do you attribute it to the regulation of the traffic ?—That may have 


something to do with it, We all recognize the ‘desirability of a certain amount of regula- 
tion. 
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31037. Would you abolish the whisky trade—of course I am aware you are not in 
the whisky trade ?—I would not like to say that. I never use whisky myself. 

31038. Do you think the whisky trade is a benefit to the community ?—I would 
not like to say ; I think liquor is beneficial. Some peopie are of opinion that spirit- 
uous liquors are beneficial, while others think they are injurious, but we have all to 
assume a certain amount of responsibility. 

_ 31039. Looking at the subject in a broad light, do you think the trade in alcoholic 
liquors is beneficial to the community or injurious ?—That would be difficult to say with- 
out explanation. We can only judge by what we have, and to makea change by which 
you compel every man to do away with what he has been accustomed to ordinarily use, is 
to take a step I have never heard of ; and, consequently, it is impossible for me to 
judge whether the people would be better off. 

31040. Then you cannot compare the two systems, or say whether you have observed 


if the traffic, as it is carried on, is an injury ?—I think a great many sensitive people are 


injured by not using liquor in moderation. Their very sensitiveness prevents them doing 
so, as well as the stigma that is placed on people who use liquor. 

31041. How do you account for that stigma attaching to any one —I do not know. 
The advocates of the other side of the question are responsible for it. I am not plac- 
ing a stigma on it. It is often preached against, and no doubt a number of people have 
come to place a stigma on the use of liquor and on its effects. I repeat that a great 
many sensitive men and women would be greatly benefited by the use of it. 

31042. Do you believe that they have facts on which they base their declarations ? 
—No doubt there are lots of examples, and of course there are plenty of temperance lec- 
turers always ready to recapitulate them. 

31043. In some parts of this country and in some parts of the United States 
brewers are really the proprietors of a number of restaurants and bar-rooms. Is that 
true in regard to Winnipeg /—It is not the case here. J am interested in some by way 
of security. Iam also interested in one hotel property, of which my brother is the 
owner. This is not nearly as much the case here as on the other side of the line, but in 
England of course it is much more generally the practice. 

31044. Of course there is a good deal of it in the United States and also in some 
parts of Canada ?—There is not much of it here. 

31045. Then this is the state of things here in Winnipeg ?—It is not ; such a case 
is quite the exception. 

31046. Then you attribute the good order here, in part, to the regulating of the 
traffic /—Yes. 

31047. Why do you think the traffic should be regulated—why is it necessary to 
regulate it 1 Because we have to take care of those who do not know enough, and the 
law must in some way regulate them. I believe such regulations are necessary for some 
people. I think it is desirable, for instance, to compel saloons to close at eleven o'clock 
at night, for, in my opinion, it is proper that men should leave at that time. It is time 
for a man to return home; of course, the large majority would leave often before that 
time, but there are a few who would hang on, and it is proper for the law to make 
certain regulations. The hotel men are all united in desiring that some regulation should 
be made and enforced. They recognize, as every one outside of the business must, that 
certain regulations are desirable and necessary, and there has never been a fight here in 
connection with Bills presented to the Legislature, nor have the hotel men sought in any 
way to bring about a different state of affairs. ; 

31048. Then you favour the prohibition of the whisky trade, I mean the trade in 
strony drink ?—I would not like to go that far. I have said that I do not taste whisky 
myself ; still I am not a judge as to whether it is beneficial or otherwise for those who 
do use it. I think a good many people are benefited by the use of it. 

31049. Do you think more are benefited by its use than are injured by its use! 
That I cannot tell. Ne fs 

31050. Do you know of any other legalized business of a like character to the liquor 
traftic No, I do not know of a business of a like character. 

31051. Have you formed an opinion as to whether the tendency of the lquor 
traffic is strongly evil ?—I do not think it is strongly evil. 

21—34** 
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31052. Why should it be restricted as it is restricted ?—Because it is necessary. 

31053. Why should the men engaged in the business submit quietly to restrictions 
being placed about the trade !/—Because there are some men who have not sufficient 
control over themselves, and I believe that restrictions are necessary. The law is not 
interfering with private rights ; and the majority of the people recognize that some- 
thing of the sort is probably necessary in order to protect those who have not sufficient 
control over themselves and prevent them sitting all night in a place. I do not think 
it is good for a man to remain all night in a bar-room, away from his family. I think 
the places should be closed by a certain hour and the men be compelled to go home, 
if there is no other way of inducing them to do so. It would not be well to remain in 
a grocery or dry goods store ; of course, it does not seem necessary to restrict the hours 
in those establishments. 

31054. Do you see a difference in the two branches of business !—I can see that 
men find it more congenial to be at the other place. 

31055. Do you think it is more beneficial ? —No, I do not; that is the reason I 
think they should be home. 

31056. I do not need to ask whether you believe in prohibition !—I do not. Speak- 
ing outside of my business, I may say that I do not believe in prohibition, because I 
think a great many people are benefited by stimulants, which are universally used by 
the human race and which people take almost instinctively. The desire exists in all 
classes and in all communities. It exists among the weaker sex, but they are satisfied 
with tea. Of course tea is a stimulant, but a very moderate stimulant. Tea, I repeat, 
is a moderate stimulant, but it appears to be sufficient for the opposite sex. Men, I 
claim, want something stronger, and they have gone in for beer, wine and whisky. 

31057. Do you think it is proper to provide for that taste ?—I think you can go to 
excess in almost everything, andit is the immoderate use of stimulants that causes the 
trouble and not the proper use of them. They were provided to be made good use of 
and to benefit the human race. 

31058. You have stated that in case a general prohibitory law was enacted, com- 
pensation should be given to the men engaged in the brewing and distilling trades. Do 
you pay a license from year to year to the Government ?—I do. 

31059. What is the amount of the license /--About $200 a year for the brewery 
and malt-house. 

31060. And a license for one year does not entitle you to a license for another year, 
I suppose !—Yes ; it is continued. 

31061. You enter ed upon the business of Paes knowing there was a growing 
sentiment against it /—When I took hold of my business, 18 vee ago, 1 started out in 
good faith, and worked hard, and I have put in the best years of my ites in connection with 
it. I have thus built up a very successful business ; and although there may be a grow- 
ing sentiment in favour of temperance, I think one is about keeping pace with the other, 
and looking at the matter dispassionately, I judge that 75 to 80 per cent of the popula- 
tion use stimulants in one way or another. 

31062. Do you believe they are better for doing so?—Some are andl others are pro- 
bably injured. A man must as-ume a certain moral responsibllity, and if he injures 
himself, he should not make others suffer for him. 

31063. But you think it is well to regulate the sale ?—I do. 

31064. You think it would be well to regulate the consumption of the stimulants ? 
-—If you could sell only to those who would be benefitte d, there would be no necessity to 
provide that those who would be injured should leave it alone. 

31065. Would it not be well to regulate the tea business ?—I have seen some articles 
in which ladies themselves have deprecated the immoderate use of tea. Some statements 
in the papers reporting a recent tea sale show that an article is sold that is not bene- 
ficial. 

31066. Then you think the use of tea has produced effects that would sanction the 
enactment of laws regulating the sale of tea as they regulate the sale of liquor ?—I 
would not consider myself to be a judge on such matters. 

31067. Do you think the two cases are parallel to a certain degree !—As they are 
both stimulants, the cases are certainly parallel. I simply mentioned this matter to 
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show that there was a desire on the part of the human race for stimulants of some sort, 
and to show that even tea will satisfy that craving to a certain extent. I myself use 
more tea than anything else, so I am not running down the use of tea particularly. 


By Judge McDonald : 


31068. Taking the proportion of people who use stimulants, is there a large pro- 
portion addicted to intemperance ?—No, I do not think so. 

31069. Take the ale you sell: from your knowledge of the people and the use made 
of liquors, do you find a large percentage of the people who consume it are people who 
are addicted to intemperance and drunkenness ?—No, I think the percentage of those 
who use liquor in some form or other intemperately, is a very small one. 

31070. I understand by your evidence that while the consumption of spirituous 
liquor is very large, there is a very small percentage of people really injured by the use 
of them ?—TI think so. 

31071. You spoke of having seven breweries in Manitoba and that yours is the 
largest ; have you any knowledge of the number of men employed in the seven. breweries 
altogether ?—T do not know exactly ; IT employ probably more imen than are employed 
by the other brewers altogether. 

31072. Then the other breweries are ina small way of business !—Yes ; there is one 
other here that is quite a large concern, but the other breweries are small. 

31073. Do you know how many men are employed in them altogether, or would 
the others taken together equal the number of men you employ ?—That would be the 
case I should judge. 

31074. Have you any suggestion to offer to the Commission ?—None that I am 
aware of. 

31075. We shall be glad to receive any suggestions from you? —TI am quite satisfied 
with the present license law, and I should like to see it fairly enforced. 


THOMAS NIXON, of Winnipeg, Right of Way Agent for the C.P.R. Company, 


on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


31076. How long have you resided in Winnipeg !—18 years. 

31077. Was that the first place in which you resided after you came to Manitoba ?— 
Yes, and I have resided here ever since. oe 

31078. During all that time have you been engaged in your present occupation }_ 
T was paymaster and purveyor for the Canadian Pacific Railway under the Government 
and then I became right of way agent. 

31079. So in your occupation you travel about a good deal, I suppose !—Yes. 

31080. How far does your district run !—From Port Arthur to Donald. However, 
T do not have so much to do in the North-west Territories, the land there belonging to 
the Government, the Canadian Pacific Railway or the Hudson Bay Company ; I do not 
have much to do beyond the limits of this Province. 

31081. Take the city of Winnipeg: do you think the license law is well observed 
here ?—I do not. Poe 

31082. Will you kindly state to the Commission in what way you consider it is not 
observed. In the first place, in regard to the law on Sunday : how do you think the law 
is carried out in that respect ?—In my opinion it is a matter of judgment, and as [ a 
not go around much I cannot say ; but I have heard from others os Bae could get 
liquor at nearly every hotel, although properly, speaking no saloons shoulc sell. Reis 

31083. Then your evidence on this point is merely hearsay !—It is only hearsay. 

31084. Do vou see much drunkenness on Sunday ?—No, I do not, I walk to church 
on a certain street and walk home again. 
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31085. Do you know whether you have any trouble in this city in the direction 
of sales to minors, young man under age ?—I do not think there is, I have no knowledge 
of that pers sonally. 

31086. Have you any reason to believe that adulterated liquors are sold ?-—TI do not 
know anything about that matter. 

31087. Then nothing of the kind has come under your notice /—No, I have not 
heard of it. 

31088. Have you noticed in regard to the closing of the licensed houses on week 
days, that they are closed at the hours mentioned in the law !—I have noticed that they 
were open. 

31089. Do you mean that they were open after the hours fixed by law t—Yes. 

31090. Are there any others matters in connection with the licenses to which you 
desire to draw attention ?—There are none that I know of. 

31091. Are you opposed to a license law 1—Yes. 

31092. If you had to choose between a license law and indiscriminate sale of liquor, 
which would you prefer /—I would choose a license law. 

31093. Why woulu you prefer a license law to indiscriminate sale ?—Because I do 
not think we should take money from an evil thing. 

31094. Then you think the license law to bea sin, I suppose —Most assuredly I do. 

31095. Therefore, if there is such a law in force, you look upon the community as 
having done that Sitates is sinful ?—I do. 

31096. Following up that line, I suppose you would rather have prohibition than 
either of them ’— Most assuredly I would. 

31097. Do you consider prohibition desirable ?—TI do, 

31098. Do you consider it practicable ’—I do. 

31099. Would there not be great difficulties in enforcing such a measure /—There 
would not be if the Government gave the necessary machinery and aid that we would 
ask for, officers to see that the measure was enforced. We have not enough to see that 
the license law is enforced, and if I am correct in my view, it is not enforced | y ofhicers. 

31100. Is there no police officer in the city to look after the law?—I believe not. 

31101. Have you no Inspector ?—We have an Inspector of Licences I believe; but 
he is not a policeman. 

31102. Does he look after the enforcement of the license law ?—-I cannot say in 
regard to that. 

31103. Do you think one policeman can efficiently look after that work /—No. I am 
not sure | am correct, but I believe the License Inspector is the Inspector for the 
whole province. 

31104. Do you know if he has any deputies here ’—I do not know. 

31105. How would you have policemen appointed : would you have them appointed 
by the Dominion Government, by the province or by the municipality ?—By whatever 
body had the power of enacting the prohibition law. 

31106. By whom would you have those policemen paid !—By the Government. 

31107. Do you think the smuggling of liquor would be assuredly prevented if there 
was a sufficient force of officers appointed J think so. 

31108. What would be a sutticient force ; would the same number as is now used 
to prevent smuggling be sufficient /—I do not think any more men would be required. 

31109. Do you consider there would be illicit manufacture, for of course any 
manufacture of alcohol would be illicit? Would there be illicit stills established all 
over the country, and would they have to be looked after /—Yes; there are some such 
now, but they are in a small way. 

31110. Have you considered in that connection the question of granting compensa- 
tion to brewers and distillers in the event of the enactment of a prohibitory law 7—I 
would not compensate them; their licenses only extend from year to year. 

31111. Have you obser ved or formed an opinion as to the effect upon the country 
of their trade, whether it is favourable or unfavourable ?—TI think it is most decidedly 
unfavourable. 

31112. Do you think the effects observed have been injurious !— Yes. 
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31113. In what respects !—Take this city. No less than a quarter of a million of 
dollars are spent in this city every year. 

31114. Is that bar drinking !—Yes, it is bar drinking. That quarter of a million 
of dollars, if a prohibitory law was enacted, would be spent on clothing, boots and shoes, 
furniture and other necessaries. 

31115. What becomes of that money now !—The brewers get it, the distillers get 
it and the publicans get it. The horsemen get it in the shape of betting, and there are 
various ways in which it goes in the form of gambling. 

31116. You do not think it finds its way into general circulation /—Not into the 
circulation I should like to see it given. 

31117. Apart from that, are there any injurious effects on persons, except as regards 
bar drinking !—Yes; there is the fact that men do not pay their debts. I am in the 
solicitor’s office of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, and I know there are a large 
number of garnishees for the non-payment of small debts which the men owe. There 
are a good many of these men who, if they would leave liquor alone, would not be gar- 
nisheed, but would be able to pay their debts. ‘ 

31118. Do you speak from your own knowledge ?—Yes. 

31119. Would there be any other reason !—I do not know of any others at the pre- 
sent moment. 

31120. Do you think illicit sale of liquor prevails to any great extent in the com- 
munity ?—I do not think so. 

31121. The licensed houses meet the requirements of the population ?— Yes, very 
fully. 

31122. Have you ever considered the question of the treatment of the persistent 
drunkard? Have you lived in Toronto?!—Yes, for years. 

31123. No doubt you are aware that there are certain classes of people who are 
constantly being ‘committed to prison for short terms and who afterwards reappear before 
the police court ?—Yes. I knew the celebrated Harry Henry, who was up 145 times. 

31124. It has been suggested in regard to such people that while the license law 
exists, it would be far better for the population if such people were shut up for consider- 
able periods ?—I think it would be. 

31125. They seem to be constantly travelling between the jail and the saloon ?— 
Yes; but they will not do this if you will give us prohibition. 

31126. While the license law exists, would it not be better to have such men sent 
to an institute and have them properly treated ?—Yes, send them to an asylum, 

31127. You would, no doubt, hope that such men would be got rid of if prohibition 
was enacted !--I think they would be. 

31128. Do you suppose you could have a prohibitory law that would do away with 
drinking altogether !—No, I would be very sorry to say so; I do not hope for such a 
result, but I may say that I have been in a prohibition city. 

31129. Where was that ’—In Pasadena, California. While there for two months, 
and having nothing to do, I made it my special business, except on Sundays, to go in 
and out among the people and watch the operation of the prohibition which was in 
operation there. 

31130. How did you find it work !—Remarkably well. ! 

31131. The celebrated Raymond hotel is there: is there no liquor sold there !—Not 
except by permits. There are five drug stores there. 

31132. Is it sold as medical permits require, and are they given in all cases tor 
liquor? Or is it possible to obtain liquor at the drug stores as a beverage !—It 1s not. 

31133. What is the population of that city 7—10,000. That was the third season 


I was there. ‘ } : 
31134. Are the people permitted to have liquor in their own cellars for their 


private use ?—No. ' . | 
31135. I suppose they cannot bring in any for their private use from other places ? 
Yes, but it must not be exposed for sale. 
31136. Do you call that prohibition !—Yes, I do. ; ee ; 
31137. Is that the kind of prohibition you wish for this country !—That is the kind 
It would do away with the manufacture of liquor. 


of prohibition T should like. 
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31138. So the prohibition you wish would permit the seller to obtain liquor for 
his own private use and to keep it in the cellar and give it to his friends ?!—If we can 
do away with the manufacture of liquor there will not be much in the country, I presume. 

31139. That is the main point of the law; a man may have as much as he wishes 
for his private use, and he can obtain it from Montreal or Boston or where he pleases and 
bring it into the city!—Yes. 

31140. Would you be satisfied with that kind of prohibition ?—I would for the 
present. 

31141. That is really the Scott Act?—-I would be satisfied with it for the present. 

31142. Do you know where such a law is in force ?—No, I do not. 

31143. Have you been anywhere where high license prevails ‘No, I have not. 

31144. Have you observed how the present mode of obtaining licencesk is working ? 
—No, I have not paid any attention to that matter. 

31145. Have you formed an opinion as to whether a restriction of licenses would 
be desirable /—I presume it would be, if we are to continue to have liquor. 

31146. Have you ever bonaiienes the advisability of promoting the use of light 
wines and beers in preference to strong liquors /—I have not ; I would be a little afraid 
to do that. Not on account of the wine, but on account of the beer question. 

31147. In what way ?—The drinking of beer is a greater detriment even than the 
drinking of spirituous liquors. 

31148. From your knowledge of people and families, have you found such to be the 
case 1— Yes. 

31149. Would more drunkenness grow out of beer drinking /—-Yes, boys learn to 
drink beer, and these boys by and by become drunkards. 

31150. Taking your experience of the use of wines, ales. and liquors in the com- 
munity and taking the people who use them, is there a larger or smaller proportion of 
the people who become intemperate ?—I would rather think it was a smaller than a 
larger proportion ; I would not like to say it was a larger. 

31151. Are there not many people who use them 1—Y es, and who live to a good 
old age ; but a great many die very early. 

31152. Such being the case, would you, against the will of those people who do use 
such hquors and are not hurt by them, hake away from them the privilege of using 
them ?—You mean, I suppose, hurt in their health. 

31153. You are undoubtedly well aware that, as a rule, they do not take them 
intemperately : would you take away from those people the opportunity of using these 
hquors when they are not hurt by them ?—Yes ; for the sake of the families ae those 
persons, although they may not drink themselves. 

31154, You have said you would be quite satisfied for the present to have a law 
which would enable the people to have all the liquor they wished in their own houses ? 
—Yes ; but four-fifths of the population would not be able to do so, if their earnings 
were not more than $1.50, $2.25 or $2.50 per day. In my judgment, that would 
certainly shut those men out from having liquor in their cellars, and they would have 

that amount of money to spend on themselves and‘on their families. 

31155. Do you know any country in which what might be called a complete prohibi- 
tory law, is in force ?—I know of no such country. 

31156. The Commission were told in the Maritime Provinces, by the Rev. Dr. 
Stewart, that in the Fiji Islands there is such a prohibitory law.—TI was not aware of it. 

31157. If you allowed families to have as much liquor as they pleased in their own 
houses, would it not be possible for men to keep a certain quantity of liquor in store, 
especially of ale ?—I do not think such people would keep much. TI have never found 
them forehanded enough. 

31158. You would be in the happy position of carrying a prohibition law which 
would prevent the sale, for beverage purposes, in bars or shops, in small quantities, and 
which would have ine result of pepentne the classes of persons of whom you have 
spoken, obtaining any for their use ?—Yes ; I think it would do that. 

31159. Are there any suggestions you ‘desire to offer to the Commission in regard 
to Byanoen in the law ?—I do not know of any at present. 
THomas Nixon. 
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31160. I understood you were opposed to a license law altogether ?— Yes. 

31161. Taking the present license law, do you think the limitation of the number 
of persons who have licenses and charging a higher fee, would be desirable ?—T think 
that would be just as dangerous as a greater number of licenses at the present time. I 
think a better class of citizens, and probably a greater number of them, would be ruined 
by those saloons. Men who are able to pay $1,000 for a license are able to get up, 
what we would call, a gilded saloon, which commends itself to the wsthetic tastes of 
the young men of the city, and, in my judgment, is more harmful than the present 
system. 

31162. Then, you think, that high license is in no way beneficial ?—No ; I do not 
think it is beneficial. ; 

31163. Would you place any restrictions on the places licensed /—Yes. 

31164. Have you ever considered the question as to whether, if one or other had to 
be done away with, it would be better to do away with the saloon, or restaurant, or 
hotel ?—There are no saloons here, properly speaking. 

31165. None of the old-fashioned drinking places?’—We have three kinds of 
licenses ; one class is shop licenses, and the other two classes are for hotels and 
restaurants. 

31166. If either must necessarily be done away with, restaurant or hotel license, 
which would you prefer to retain?—I think I would prefer to retain the restaurant 
license, provided the houses close up at proper hours. 

31167. Would you rather have them than hotels /—Yes. I assume that they would 
close when men had got through their eating—say seven or eight o’clock in the 
evening. Of course the hotels remain open, some of them at all events, all night. 

2 31168. Would you prefer allowing both to remain open the same length of time ?— 
I do not know ; that would be a pretty difficult question to determine. I was in Maine 
about thirty years ago, having been sent by Mr. Abraham Fairwell, who wished ine to 
spend three months in going through the State. The late Honourable Mr. Cameron of 
Ormiston sent two other persons down to Maine to remain three months and report how 
they found the State, and whether the Maine liquor law was carried out in its integrity 
or not. Their report was to the effect that after travelling through a great many of the 
rural districts, they were of opinion that that law was remarkably well enforced. 

31169. Was the report submitted in writing ?— Yes, it was printed. 

31170. Is it in existence /—I do not know. 

31171. Can you furnish us with a copy ?—I should like to be able to obtain one for 
the Commission. Mr. Fairwell is dead. 

31172. Mr. Fairwell, I believe, was an enthusiastic prohibitionist!—I understand so. 

31173. I believe he devoted himself largely to promoting the prohibition cause ? 
—Yes, he was enthusiastic. 

31174. Will you try and obtain a copy of that report, as the Commission will be 
glad to receive it ?—I will most assuredly endeavour to find one. 

31175. I presume you are aware that we have much evidence in regard to the pre- 
sent, but not much in regard to thirty years ago !—Quite so. Stee 

31176. In regard to your district in the North-west: I understand your district 
goes as far west as Donald. Have you made personal observation in regard to the 
working of the prohibitory law in the North-west Territories 1—_No, I have not. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 

31177. Your observation of prohibition in California was observation of a Local 
Option Law and police regulation, I suppose !—I have the law here with me. The 
trustees of the town (they are not aldermen, but common council men) are permitted 
to adopt an ordinance, under which there are so called police regulations. They passed 
such an ordinance, and not less than four times was an effort made to upset it, but the 
Supreme Court of California decided that it should be maintained. aoe 

31178, And you think the authorities had not any serious difficulty in enforcing it? 
—They had none, as far as I could learn. I was with the policemen almost every day. 

31179. Were you able to ascertain whether public sentiment was very strongly in 
favour of the law ?—It was very strongly in favour of the law. 

31180. No doubt there were attempts made to violate it (—=Y 6s. 
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31181. Were the violators brought quickly to justice ?—They were, and they were 
fined. 

31182. From your large observation of the liquor traffic for a number of years, 
have you noticed that the traffic has serious effects upon family lite ?—Yes. 

31183. Wherever you have been, has such been the case /—Yes, wherever I have 
been, and I have travelled a good deal. 

31184. Have you noticed that not only those addicted to drink, but others also, 
suffer largely in consequence of this habit /—Yes, all parties suffer. 

31185. Do you think the liquor traffic, as it at present exists, is a constant menace 
to the home life of the country /—I do. 

31186. In your opinion does it involve a financial loss ?—Yes. 

31187. Are you of opinion that the money spent on liquor is practically wasted ?— 
T am. 

31188. In what does that expenditure differ from that made on groceries and dry 
goods !—I think people had better throw the money into the river than buy liquor with 
it. 

31189. Groceries and dry goods, I suppose, are an equivalent ?— Yes. 

31190. Have you an equivalent in whisky or beer !— You have not. 

31191. I think you said you would favour a prohibitory law that would permit the 
purchase of liquor and the storing of it in a cellar for private consumption. Is that your 
ideal of a prohibitory law ?—No; it is not my ideal of a prohibitory law exactly, but I 
find such difficulty in getting even good men to go in for prohibition pure and simple, 
that I have modified my own view somewhat. 

31192. And you would accept a prohibitory law that did not prohibit a man pur- 
chasing liquor elsewhere and storing it in his cellar?—Yes, with one proviso attached— 
that there should be no manufacture in this country, or sale. 

31193. Your idea of prohibition is to strike at the importation, manufacture and 
sale /—That is, right. 

31194. Speaking in regard to the practise of prohibition, I think you said you thought 
it would be practicable. Do you believe that there would be any greater inducement 
if a prohibitory law were enacted, to smuggle liquor than there is now?—I do not 
think there would be ; still there might be. I would rather qualify that answer : as 
three-quarters of the wholesale cost must be paid in duty, so there must, of course, be a 
great inducement to people to smuggle now. 

31195. Judging from the reports that reach us, there are constant attempts made 
everywhere to smuggle. liquor, and do you think there would be very much more induce- 
ment under the prohibitory law /—Yes, there might be. 

31196. Do you think it could be prevented ?—I do, certainly. 

31197. Do you believe that any law which involves the welfare of the people can 
be enforced if its advocates are in earnest about it ?—Yes, certainly. 

31198. There would, of course, be some infractions of any law ?—I have sent one 
man to the penitentiary for horse-stealing, but that has not prevented stealing, and 
horses have been stolen since. 

31199. Did that suggest the idea of abolishing the law against horse-stealing /—No. 

31200. What do you think of the plebiscite recently taken; does it express the 
state of public opinion on this question? We have it in evidence that the vote was 
taken for fun /—No, there was no fun about it. There was a solemn warning to the 
Legislature of the country as to what the opinion of the people of Manitoba was on this 
subject. Many voters gave their votes in. constituencies that have almost a prohibitory 
law now. 

31201. Do you mean under the license law /—Yes ; there are no licenses granted in 
some of these constituencies, and that fact will indicate to the Commission that the vote 
was not givenin fun, Take our own city: certainly it was not for fun that the people voted. 

31202. Did Winnipeg give a considerable majority in favour of prohibition /—Yes ; 
there was no fun about it, but the contest was in dead earnest. The people were left 
alone to vote as they pleased. The temperance people and the fanatics, as we are called, 
did go about and hold meetings and make temperance speeches and talk about the duty 
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of citizens, but the voters went to the polls voluntarily. They went up to vote as they 
decided, voluntarily. 

31203. There was no undue influence used ?—No, and no money was spent on it, 
not one dollar. 

31204. It was a pure poll ?—Yes. 

31205. Was there much agitation against it /—I do not think there was any. 

31206. The people, untrammelled, expressed their opinions !—Yes, they did so. 

31207. Did the vote polled represent a large percentage of the total vote?—A very 
large percentage. ‘ 

31208. In view of the vote given in Winnipeg, where there are fifty licenses granted, 
would you understand the large vote in favour of prohibition to express the feeling of the 
people against the present license law and in favour of prohibition /—I would not take 
the result in any other way. 

31209. You do not think it was a mere joke /—No. We held some public meetings 
in Winnipeg. 

31210. Was there any agitation on the opposite side in Winnipeg ?—I do not think 
there was any. . 

31211. I do not mean necessarily by public meetings, but by personal canvass /—I 
do not know ; there might have been. 


By Judge McDonald : 


31212. Do you consider it is a sin to drink a glass of wine 7—I do not. 

31213. Did I understand you to place horse-stealing and taking a glass of wine on 
the same footing ?—I think it is a sin to steal a horse, but I do not think it is a sin to 
drink a glass of wine. 

31214. The question was put to you in regard to the prohibiting of horse-stealing 
and the sale of wine, not so much as to the sale of wine as to the sale of liquor. Do you 
think the sense of the community is the same in regard to horse-stealing as it is in re- 
gard to the sale of wine !—I do not. 

31215. Taking your view of the question, do you ever hope to obtain the same sen- 
timent in regard to the one as the other ?—TI shall never live long enough to see that. 

31216. In other words, the sentiment of the community is different towards the one 
than it is towards the other ?—I presume it is, it is against liquor. 

31217. Has any attempt been made to pass the Scott Act in Winnipeg !—I think 
not. 

31218. You know you have a right to take a vote here on the Scott Act /—Yes, 
but we have not taken one. 

21219. The recent large majority in favour of prohibitory legislation has not yet 
resulted in a single step being taken towards submitting the Scott Act to the electors ? 
—We do not require to do so if the Legislature carry out what they promised to do for 
us. 

31220. What was that ?—That if the vote was in favour of prohibiting the traffic, 
the Government would do it. 

31221. Do you mean that the Legislature would pass a prohibitory law ?—That. is, 
their object. 

31222. It is to that you are looking forward /— Yes. 

31223. What will be its effect ?—I do not know. 

31224, What was the issue before the electors ?—License or prohibition, for prohi- 
_ bition and against prohibition. 

31225. Then the mode of prohibition was not submitted?—No. 

31226. You have known a city, of which you have spoken, in California, where 
prohibition has been carried, which, allows private individuals to have their cellars 
stocked with liquors for their own use, just as people are allowed to do under the Maine 
law and under the Scott Act. That is called prohibition. Do I understand that you 
mean that the question of the total prohibition of manufacture and sale was submitted 
to the people of Manitoba ?—It was not definitely submitted. heey 

31227. Was any question raised as to whether the manufacture should be interfered 


with by the Provincial Legislature /—No, the question was not raised. 


44 ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC. 


31228. Then the particulars as regards prohibition were not discussed /—No. 

31229.° Do you desire a prohibitory measure to be carried ?—Yes. 

31230. Take the province as you know it—and of course you know it pretty 
well ?—I do. 

31231. Submit to the people this question, making them acquainted with the 
effects—shall a law be enacted that will permit a man who can afford to buy liquor at 
a distance, to bring it in and fill his cellar, but will prevent a man, who cannot afford to 
do so, having any liquor? Do you suppose the people would carry such a law ?—I 
would carry it. ~ , 

31232. You believe it would be carried by the votes of the people !/—Yes. 

31233. In other words, the people who would know the result of sucha law, under 
which a rich man could keep his cellar filled with liquor, while a poor man could not get 
any, would pass such an enactment /—I believe they would. 

31234. Would not a community that took such a high view be already a temper- 
ance people !—They are a temperance people in the rural districts of this country. 

31235. Do you believe that in the rural districts such a proposition would carry /— 
Wes 

31236. Would you hope to carry it in this city /—Yes. 

31237. And carry it everywhere !—Yes. 

31238. That being the case, do you need prohibition /-—-Yes, we do. 

31239. Why ’—Because licenses are granted in this city. 

31240. But under the existence of an overwhelming sentiment in favour of 
leaving a man who cannot obtain a large quantity of liquor to store in his cellar, 
without any liquor, while you a'low a rich man to have it in abundance, would 
not the sentiment be so strongly in favour of temperance that prohibition might be 
considered to be an accomplished fact ?—No, I do not think so. 

31241. You think the people would still need some legislative restriction /—I 
think so. 

31242. But the mode they have not yet decided on ?—Quite so. 


by kev. Dr. McLeod : 


31243. I suppose you understand that the Maine law prohibits the sale of liquor in 
the State of Maine ?—It cannot prohibit a man purchasing liquor in another State and 
bringing it in as his own property, and therefore it does notattempt to do so. The 
State of Maine law does not contain any provision that permits or allows a man to have 
liquor in his cellar, but since the State has no power to do more than prohibit the sale 
within the State itself, it cannot deal with that matter. 

31244, I suppose it would be the same in the case of Manitoba ?—If the Manitoba 
Legislature enacted a prohibitory law, it could not do more than prohibit the sale and 
manufacture of liquor within the province. 

31245. Would you favour a prohibitory law passed by the Dominion Parliament, 
which would prohibit the manufacture, sale and importation of liquor for the whole Do- 
minion !—-[ would. 

31246. Would that meet the case of a man who wants to have liquor in his cellar ? 
—I do not suppose it would, if he could get it in; but if you prohibited the importation, 
I do not see how he would be able to get it in. 

31247. Would you favour a law of that kind ?—TI would. 


By Judge McDonald : 


31248. I understood you to say that you would not favoura law that would prevent 
a man bringing liquor in and storing it in his cellar?’—We cannot pass a law as to im- 
portation. 

31249. General Neal Dow said when before the Commission, that he would not be 
in favour of a law that would prevent a man having that privilege, because he did not 
consider it would be workable ?—That is the private impression of a private individual. 

31250. It would become such an interference with the liberty of the subject, that 
he questioned whether the people would be prepared for it !—Perhaps I ain not fully 
educated up to the point of my brethren on this question. 

THomas Nixon. 
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31251. You may not take a practical view as to what would be possible to carry 


_ out ?—I did not state what was the best law that might be passed. 


31252. Would you permit liquor to be brought in for mechanical purposes !— Yes. 
31253. Also for medicinal purposes !— Yes. 
31254. Also for sacramental purposes ?— Yes, certainly. 


31255. So, you would not interfere with a man’s conscience or with his necessities ? 
— Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


31256. If there was a law in force prohibiting the sale of liquor, would you see a great 
deal of difference between the violation of that law,and the violation of the law respect- 
ing horse-stealing ?—In each case it would be a violation of thelaw. I suppose I must 
go back to the Scriptures—that every violation of the law is a sin. 


By Judge McDonald : 


31257. Under our laws we have a penalty attached to the offence of leaving a horse 
untied or of allowing cattle to stray. Would you put either of these offences on the 
same basis as horse-stealing ?~-No, I would not. 

31258. Is not horse-stealing a sin of itself, whether this law prohibits it or not 2— 
Yes. : 

31259. Is there not any difference in these two offences /—I suppose there must be 
some difference. 

31260. Have you not found that the sentiment of the community is different in 


viewing one and the other /—I do not see why a citizen should not be made to obey the 
law. 


By fev. Dr. McLeod : 


31261. You understand the licensing of the drink trade to be a sin ?—Yes, I 
think so. 
31262. Do you think the selling or giving to any one of strong drink is a sin ?— 


Most assuredly, the selling of it is asin. There is not a tavern-keeper who can kneel 


down and ask God to bless his business during the day if he engages in selling liquor 
over the bar ; there is not a man on earth who can do it. 


By Judge McDonald: 


31263. Do you favour the withholding of church membership from the manufac- 
turer of liquor or the distiller /—I belong to the Methodist Church, and if such a man 
were in the Methodist Church, he would have to go out of it. be 

31264. Do you suppose, if that course were followed by all religious bodies, the 
effect would be to place the traffic in the hands of an undesirable class ?—I think it is 
in the hands of undesirable men now. ao 

31265. Would not that course place it inthe hands of more undesirabie men ; would 
it not have that effect ?—I do not know of any church in our city that has mem- 
bers engaged in the traffic—I do not mean men engaged in the manufacture of liquor. 

31266. I put the question in regard to manufacturers and distillers, and you are 
aware there are wholesale dealers ?—I do not know of any church here that has those 
men as embers. 

31267. Do you know whether all the churches have laid down the rule, that the 


church will take away membership from such individuals ?—They do not ; the English 


Church, the Catholic Church and the Salvation Army do not. 
By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


31968. As to the effect of the drink trade; what effect has that trade on the men 
engaged in it ?—They nearly all are ruined by it. Aas 

31269. In what way : from drinking themselves t—Yes. | . 

31270. Does that rule apply to the manufacturers and wholesale dealers as well as 
the retailers ?7—I have not looked into the question of the manufacturers or wholesale 
dealers ; I have only looked into the class we would call in the old country publicans. 
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Having been a total abstainer for halfa century, I have made it my special and particu- 
lar business to look after the way in which these men go through life, I refer to these 
men engaged in the liquor business. 


By Judge McDonald : 


31271. Why do you not extend your inquiries to others /—It never occurred to me 
to do so. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


31272. Am I to understand there are different degrees of wrong as between the 
different classes engaged in the trade, I mean as to whether there are different degrees 
of wrong between the manufacturer, wholesale dealer and retailer ?—I cannot see any 
difference. 


By Judge McDonald : 


31273. At the same time you are going to permit the manufacturer of liquor for 
medicinal and scientific purposes to carry on his business !—He is engaged in a perfectly 
legitimate, honourable and upright business. 

31274. Then your idea would be to prohibit manufacturing for beverage purposes ? 
—Most certainly. 

31275. Have you considered the amount of output you would allow the manufac- 
turers for medicinal and scientific purposes /—I have not. 

31276. And the kind of liquor you would allow them to manufacture for medicinal 
and other purposes !/—No. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


31277. Would you have that business placed under strict Government control ?— 
Yes, most assuredly. 


D. F. LENAN, of Winnipeg, hotel-keeper, on being duly sworn, deposed as 
follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


31278. I believe you keep a licensed house in this city 7—Yes. 

31279. How long have you lived here !—Fourteen years. 

31280. How long have you been engaged in the hotel business ?—Off and on for 10 
years ; I have been several years where I am now. 

31281. Have there been many changes made in the proyisions of the license law 
since you started business /—Yes. 

31282. We understand there have been amendments made from time to time and 
restrictions placed on the sale ?—We have been allowed to keep open during longer hours 
than is the case now. 

31283. Then you have now to close earlier than previously. What is the senti- 
ment of those in the business as regards closing hours?—I am well satisfied with them. 

31284. You are closed I believe from 11 o’clock in the evening to 7 o'clock in the 
morning ?—Until 8.30. 


Tuomas NIXon. 
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E. P. LEACOCK, of St. Boniface, Winnipeg, Agent of the Canadian Pacific Rail- 


way, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald: 


31285. Are you a native of this province /—No, I have been here fourteen years, 

31286. Did you come from another province of Canada?—I came here from Eng- 
land; I have lived in Ontario. 

31287. Have you occupied any public position since you have been in this province ? 
—I have been reeve of Kildonan, warden of Selkirk, a member of the Legislative 
Assembly and Magistrate, in fact I have been almost everything. 

21288. As a member of the Legislature, had you anything to do with the prepara- 
tion of the license law /—Yes, I prepared the Act of 1886. 

31289. Have you observed the working of the license law in this province ?—I have 
observed the working of the license law very closely. 

31290. How do you find the law works ?—TI find that the law is not enforced. 

31291. To what do you attrioute the non-enforcement!—To the laxity of the 
officers, to the laxity of public opinion and to the lack of moral courage to enforce it. 

31292. On the part of whom?—On the part of the officers who should enforce it, 
from the Attorney General down. Every one of them down to the lowest officer has not 
the moral courage to enforce the license law. 

31293. That opens a very important question. We have just heard from one of 
the witnesses, Mr. Nixon, that a very heavy vote was recently polled in this province. Of 
course this has been taken as expressing the opinion of the people in favour of prohibi- 
tion, for it has been represented to us that the majority given was a very large one. 
If that indicates the opinion of the people, how do you account for the lack of moral 
courage to-enforce the present law /—Simply for this reason, that a great many Conser- 
vatives wished to place the Government in an awkward position by voting for prohibi- 
tion. I imagine the motive of the Conservatives was to see what the Local Government 
would do if that vote were carried. 

31294. That is not an answer to the question. The witness‘to whom I refer, Mr. 
Nixon, state that the vote was an expression in favour of prohibition by the people of 

Manitoba. As I understand you, the vote given was not due to that !—It was no ex- 
pression of public opinion in favour of prohibition ; it was rather an expression of opin- 
ion that the local license laws were not properly carried out and that very serious results 
would follow. fn 

31295. Then it was not a vote in favour of prohibition ?—It was a declaration in 
favour of strong measures being taken in regard to dealing with the traffic, but not in 
favour of prohibition per se. ; rh . 

31296. You have stated that the officers of both political parties have been to blame 
for the non-enforcement of the license law and for lack of moral courage. Of what are 
they afraid /—They are afraid of the hostile opinion of the licensed victuallers ; they are 
also afraid of influences being brought to bear on them to stop prosecutions. There is 
no reason whatever why a man who is Attorney General of this province, whether he is 
a total abstainer or not, should not know perfectly well that the law is not enforced. It 
is not enforced, and no one attempts to enforce it. ; 

31297. If the opinion of the majority of the people was favourable to strict enforce- 
ment, how could the Government resist that sentiment !—They do not resist it, they 


go to sleep. : reps ee) pee 
31298. If that sentiment is for prohibition, how can they, in view of the power anc 


influence exercised by those in favour of enforcement, yield to the other side ?—-For 
the very simple reason that the people talk and do not enforce their views. 
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31299. You think it is a mere matter of talk !—No doubt the license law would be 
more efticiently enforced except for the fact that under writs of certiorari a great many 
prosecutions have been quashed and Judges have annuled convictions, so that no Magis- 
trate tries to proceed with any cases. 

31300. So there are local difticulties in the way !— Yes, entirely so. 

31301. You have already told the Commissioners that the difficulty was not from 
writs of certiorari, but that the Government was afraid to enforce the law ?—The Gov- 
ernment does not spend sufficient money or expend sufficient energy or employ a sutfli- 
cient number of officers to put down the illicit traffic that prevails under the present 
law. 

31302. Is not the public the representative of public opinion, and is not the Gov- 
ernment controlled by that opinion ?—The Government has followed public opinion as 
far as it suited itself. 

31303. Do you think this a question on which people will not follow up their opin- 
ions with their votes !—That no doubt applies to the people of Winnipeg. If the Attor- 
ney General would employ officers to thoroughly enforce the liquor license law, I be- 
lieve the Government’s action would be approved. 

31304. Do you think the people of Manitoba to-day are prepared to support the 
enactment of a law that would prevent the manufacture, importation and sale of intoxi- 
cating liquors for beverage purposes ?—No. We would require, in the first place, to have 
our present law enfor eae for some year's ; then such another law as you have indicated 
would follow naturally. 

31305. Would you favour the other law yourself ?—It might be a great blessing to 
the people. 

31306. Do you think a prohibitory law would be advisable !—It would be a great 
blessing to the country in the future, but I question the advisability of introducing 
it at the present moment. 

31307. You do not think it practicable at the present time /—Quite so. 

31308. In case such a law was passed, would you favour the payment of compen- 
sation to brewers and distillers for their business being destroyed by the enactment of 
such a law ?—I certainly think vested rights should be protected, but at the same time 
such a law seems to me to be impracticable. At the present time convictions are 
quashed and prosecutions are paralyzed. In the North-west Territories, where I am a 
Magistrate, I will be obliged to discontinue allowing prosecutions to be instituted. I 
am perfectly certain that they would be quashed on writs of.certrorarz, and friends of 
mine have asked me to indicate to them the lnes on which to proceed. 

31309. Have you considered the question of the enforcement of a prohibitory law, 
if one were enacted !—I think it would be impossible to enforce such a law, as the 
public mind is not ready for it. It would amount to nil. There would be strong 
measures taken at the outset to oppose it. The first step in my opinion is to see that 

the law in regard to the sale of liquor is observed, especially in regard to allowing liquor 
to be drunk on the premises during illegal hours, and in such cases the licensed victual- 
lers should be fined and punished. 

31310. What is your opinion in regard to the working of the prohibitory law in 
the North-west Territories ?—It was absolutely nil, and there was more drinking done 
then than there is now. 

31311. Do you know anything of the character of the liquor used ?—The lquor 
was imported in kegs, and the people were in the habit of getting two or three gallons 
of whisky at a time, and they would drink it and remain like beasts for a day 
or two; and subsequently, for perhaps a month, they would not have any liquor 
whatever. 

31312. Had you reason to suppose that the liquor was adulterated at that time ?— 
[ imagine that the whisky that went in was very bad. 

31313-4. Do you mean that any of it was adulterated ?—I imagine a great deal of 
it was, in the Territories. 

31315-6. Mr. Tupper, I believe, was Inspector and issued licenses after the Act 
was passed /-—Yes, the whole thing was a farce. 


E. P. Leacock. 
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By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


31317. You think popular sentiment is not ready for prohibition’?—No, but it is 
perfectly ready for the strict enforcement of a stringent license law. 

31318. Do you regard the recent vote as an expression of public opinion /—I regard 
it as a vote which was largely manipulated for political purposes. 

31319. I understand that, in your opinion, more liquor was drunk in the North- 
west Territories under prohibition than is the case now !—Decidedly so. 

31320. How do you account for that circumstance !—The hotel-keeper is the best 
license inspector you can have. He will prevent other people selling in order to protect 
his own business, and he will’ endeavour to carry out the law in that respect. Of course 
he is endeavouring to carry on a respectable house, and if there is illicit sale going 
on, he will endeavour to suppress it, and if necessary, he will lay information. 

31321. You have said that considerable quantities of liquor were admitted into 
the North-west Territories by permit and that some people would become drunk ? 
—Yes. 

31322. And then for two or three months they would not be able to get any liquor ! 
—Not unless they happened to get a permit. In the old days when one person got a 
permit, every body knew it, and there would be a regular jamboree when liquor arrived. 
After that time owing to difficulties of transportation, it did not frequently come in ; 
but recently I am told—I do not know this from my own knowledge—that in every 
place in the Territories more whisky was to be had before the railway reached there 
than thereis now. Mr. McDonald, the member for Lethbridge, who is a total abstainer, 
told me that_it has been different since the license law came into force, and he stated in 
the Assembly the advantages of the License Act. 

31323. You know that of your own knowledge ?—I know that in the Territories 
there is much less drinking now. As the license law has only been in force two or three 
months, I am not in a position to compare it with the prohibitory law. Under the per- 
mit system the people brought a large quantity of liquor at one time into the country, 
and the people gathered together and drank it. 

31324. You think there is much less drunkenness now? Do not the people drink 
regularly, whereas before they could only get it occasionally !—No. You could account 
for that very much on the principle of the little boy stealing apples. They have no 
trouble in getting it now,and consequently they do not bother their heads about it. The 
whole fault is that the license system in Manitoba is not enforced. There should be 
vigilant officers to properly look after the enforcement of the law, and if there were such 
officers public sentiment would be absolutely favourable to them. It is undoubtedly 
favourable to a severe license law, which would not let off offenders with low fines. Public 
sentiment is in favour of a stringent license law and is not in favour of giving trivial 
punishments to persons who will sell liquor to drunkards for example, or allow men to 
remain in bar-rooms until they get drunk. There is a strong feeling that parties should 
be severely dealt with for these offences. 

31325. You are interested in the license law ; is the license law that I referred to 
a while ago the license law you prepared, or that Mr. Tupper prepared (It is the one, 
very much modified, adopted by the present Government, with many restrictive clauses 
t ut. 

aoe. It is the law which Mr. Tupper prepared !—What Mr. Tupper prepared 
was the Act which I, as Chairman of the Committee, revised. 

- 31327. IT understood that there were certain amendments made by yourself or 
some one else later ?—There were amendments made by myself. Mr. ‘Tupper drafted 
the bill, which was prepared from the McCarthy Act and also the Ontario Act. — I took 
that Bill and very much revised it, in regard to clauses providing for prohibition in 
certain cases and other clauses of that description; of course, I changed it very consi- 
B52, Is it the Provincial Act you are considering !—The present Provincial Act. 
It was changed by the Conservative party In 1887, but at no other time. Mr. Hamilton, 
who calls himself a total abstainer, was Attorney General, and he was forced by the 
licensed victuallers to amend the Act very much. 
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31329. Since then it has been amended several times, each time in favour of the 
licensed victuallers ?—Yes, absolutely in their favour. I shall send the Commission a 
pamphlet which I prepared in connection with the amendments I read to the com- 
mittee. I may say that the Act has been practically spoiled. 

31330. You believe that eventually the country will be ready for prohibition ?— 
IT believe that eventually, in years to come, we will have prohibition, for public sentiment 
is growing that way. 

31331. And the rigid enforcement of the license law represents that feeling, in your 
opinion ?—Yes ; and when probibition does come it will be a blessing for the country. 
Public sentiment is ripening and is tending towards it, and at the same time we feel 
that the first step has been taken to prepare for that result. 


The Commission adjourned. 


E P. Leacock, 
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WINNIPEG, October 25th, 1892. 


The Royal Commission met this day at 10.30 a.m. 


_ Present : 


JuDGE McDona xp. Rev. Dr. McLeop. 


ALEXANDER McDONALD, of Winnipeg, Mayor, on being duly sworn, de- 
posed as follows :— 


by Judge McDonald : 


31332. I understand you are Mayor of Winnipeg ?— Yes. 

31333. How long have you resided in this city ?—Twenty-one years. 

31334. How long have you been Mayor ?—Since January last. 

31335. Were you an Alderman before that time?—I was an Alderman in 1887 
and 1888. 

31336. Is the Mayor elected by the people ?—Yes. 

31337. Is he elected by the direct vote of the electors ?—Yes. 

31338. Of course he presides over the City Council ?— Yes. 

31339. Has he other duties to perform as chief executive officer of the city 1—Yes, 
he is Chairman of the Police Commission. 

31340. I suppose he is called upon to exercise general supervision over municipal 
affairs. Of course when the Council is not in session, he has many matters on which 
he can act on his own responsibility 7—Yes, in cases of urgency, but we have not many 
such cases. 

31341. I believe in business you are a wholesale grocer ?— Yes. 

31342. There has been a large development of trade in the city, I understand, 
during the last twenty-one years !—Yes ; our present population is about 30,000. 

31343. What was the population when you came here ?—About 4,000. 

31344. Was it still called Fort Garry, or was it known as Winnipeg?—The Old 
Fort was called Fort Garry, and up at this end it was called Winnipeg. 

31345. During the years you have been here, have you noticed a change in the 
social customs of the people in regard to drinking habits? Do you think there is as much 
liquor proportionately used as there was in the earlier days of the settlement ’—I think 
about the same proportionately. 

31346. What regulations had you in those days in regard to the sale of liquor ?—I 
really do not know. 

31347. Was there a license law in force /—I think there was no restriction as to 
the sale of liquor ; or if so, it was very slight. ey 

31348. All liquor came in at 25 cents per gallon duty under the old Dominion 
law, did it not ?—I think there was a license of a small amount, but I forget the sum. 
There were only two or three hotels here at that time. 

31349. The traffic was not at all under such restrictions as itis to-day in the way 
of a License Act, limiting the hours, and everything of that kind !—No. ; 

31350. During the years you have been here, has there been an advance in the 
community in the direction of temperance sentiment and so on. Have temperance 
organizations obtained a foothold here !/—Yes. 

31351. And they, of course, are carrying on their work !—Yes. Be 

31352. Are you as Mayor, a member of the Board of License Commissioners Nor 

31353. Have you studied the working of the license law? We will take the mode 
of obtaining a license, in the first place: does your law require a certain number of sig- 
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natures to an application for license 1—Yes, a certain number of the nearest neighbours 
are required to sign. 

31354, In regard to that branch of the subject, are there any amendments you 
could suggest that might be advantageous as to the working of the Act ?—I think 
it 18 fairly satisfactory. 

31355. Take the license law itself: how do you find it is observed by the men en- 
gaged in the traffic ; does it appear to be fairly well observed, for instance, as to the pro- 
hibition of sale on Sunday ?2—No, I am sorry to say it has not been enforced very well 
in that respect until very recently. 

31356. Then there has been sale on Sunday to a certain extent /—Yes ; but I think 
the law has been more carefully observed during the last week or two. 

31357. Are you troubled in regard to licensed houses selling to people under age 4 
—TI am not aware of it. 

31358. Are you aware of sale to minors !—No. 

31359. We understand that under the present law the sale of groceries is separated 
from the sxle of liquor, that groceries are not allowed to be sold in the same room ?—-Not 
in the same building. 

31360. Do you think that is a wise provision /—Yes, I think it is a wise provision. 

31361. Have you studied the question of high license ’-L have given the matter a 
little consideration. 

31362. The theory put forward at some places where the Commission has sat is, 


that a high license would limit the number of licensed places, and that a small number. 


only would be licensed ; and it is contended by some that this would lead to those places 
being made more respectable, and that the very fact that the proprietors of those licensed 
houses would have to pay a high license would cause them to prevent illicit sales. Have 
you studied the question in any of these aspects !—I have given it a little consideration, 
and I approve of high license for the reasons you have just stated. 

31363. Have you paid any attention to the question of the, adulteration of liquor 
sold !—No 

31364. Would you favour in connection with a license law such as I have indicated, 
a rigid inspection of liquors, to ascertain that those sold are pure. This theory is put 
forward also, that where there is a high heense there is a temptation to sell cheap com- 
pounds, so that a man is more easily recouped for his outlay. Then, again, where there 
is prohibition : owing to the risk of seizure of liquor, a man does not want to keep an 
expensive stock on hand, but he has cheap stuff compounded to sell. It has been con- 
tended that one of the results of high license would be that it would lead to the 
selling of poor liquor ; and I understand you would favour a rigid inspection in order to 
insure the sale of pure liquor ?—If I thought there was the slightest danger of liquor 
being adulterated, I would certainly favour inspection. 

31365. Have you noticed, in your experience here, whether the liquor trade has 
had any effect on business generally, and if so whether injuriously or otherwise /—I 
could not say that I have noticed that it has had any effect on business one way or the 
other. 

31366. In what part of Canada did you reside before you came to this city /—I was 
three years in Seaforth, Huron County. 

31367. Was the license law in force there /— Yes. 

31368. Have you noticed whether there is much illicit sale in this city ; I mean 
sale by unlicensed people ?—I do not think so, I have not noticed any. 

31369. Have you any reason to suppose there is any /—I have no reason to suppose 
there is any. 

31370, Have you considered the question of the treatment of the persistent drunk- 
ard ?—We find that in some places where the Commission have sat, there are men who 
get drunk continually and who are sent to jail for short terms, and as soon as they are 
out they are sent back again. It has been suggested that a system should be adopted 
by which such persons should be shut up ‘until they had been cured of the habit. 
Would you f.vour such a system rather than that at present followed of sending these 
people to jail for short terms ? Have you considered that question at_all /—No. 

ALEXANDER McDOoNALp. 
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31371. What provision is made in this city, or has there been any provision made 
in the way of public parks for the people !—There has been no provision made in that 
way, except a private park owned by Mr. Austin of the Street Railway Company ; it is 
at the south end of the city. ae there is an Exhibition ground near the Canadian 
Pacific Railway, at the north end. 

31372. Are any entertainments provided for the people there !—No. 

31373. Ave there no gardens or anything of that kind, and are no entertainments 
given /—No, except such as are prepared by societies. 

31374. Are there games of foot-ball and so on!—No, there are picnics. 

31375. Are there no entertainments provided at the Exhibition Grounds, nothing 
in the way of gymnastics, and is there no admission fee charged ?—There is the Win- 
nipeg Industrial Exhibition held once a year, and a fee is charged for admission. 

31376. Then there is nothing provided in the shape of entertainments during the 
summer at Austin Park !—Not so far as I know. 

31377. The reason I ask is, because in Montreal people are agitated about Sohmer 
Park, with a license granted in connection with it. They have a large pavilion there, 
capable of holding 7,000 people, and they furnish entertainments, including songs and 
music and so on, and people go there who would otherwise resort to saloons, and they 
get the fresh air and enjoy themselves. Have you considered the question of providing 
such a place for your city /—No, we have never considered that question. 

31378.. Perhaps your population is not sufficiently large to render such a park 
necessary !—The matter has not been brought up for discussion. The question of parks 
has been discussed, not. because we are in need of them at the present time, but simply 
because we desire to provide for the future, and of course this is the time when we should 
provide our parks. 

31379. Your air is so fresh and pure yet that you have no need of open spaces such 
as are required by large cities in the east ?—No, our population is not crowded, but is 
pretty well scattered over a large area. 

31380. Have you considered the question-of the advisability of encouraging the 
use of light wines and ales, and doing away with the use of strong liquors as a stimulant ! 
—I have thought the matter over a little, particularly in connection with my experience 
in the North-west when the Government allowed 4 per cent beer to go in there. I 
do not think from what I have seen that there is much to be said in its favour. 

31381. Then you have had experience in the North-west Territories /— Yes. 

31382. Have you had experience in any other country where prohibition is 
enforced ?—_No. 

31383. Will you state your experience in the North-west ?—I have done business 
in the North-west Territories at least fifteen or sixteen years at different points, and 
the effect of prohibition there during the first eight or ten years was I think very good, 
and in the interest of the country, because the law was carried out, so far as I could 
judge, to the letter. Of course recently they became more lax, and within the last four 
or five years I think the law was not enforced at all, in fact I know it was not. if 
believe that in view of the condition of affairs that prevailed, it was much better to 
drop the permit system and adopt the improved system which now prevails. 

31384. During the first few years of which you have spoken, did you travel 
extensively through the North-west /—Yes. . ; 

31385. Did it appear to you that the law was properly enforced there? Did you 
notice any drinking at all ; did you ever see drunken people in those days ?— When the 
permit system came in, the people drank at once ; but I believe very little liquor went 
into the Territories during the first eight or ten years after the mounted police went 


there, except, of course, by permit. ; 
31386. Do you consider a prohibitory law advisable for the country as a whole !— 


Personally, I am in favour of it. nie. 
31387. Are you in favour of national prohibition ?—I am in favour of practical 
prohibition. 
31388. Do you consider it is practicable at the present time to carry out such a 
I do not see why it should not go. ; 
31389. You think it would be practicable /—I think so. 


law ? 
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31390. How would you propose to enforce the law ? Would it be by having a 
force similar to the North-west Mounted Police ?—Not exactly Mounted Police officers, 
but officers to carry out the law, the same as we carry out any other law. 

31391. But you are, no doubt, aware that other laws are enforced by either muni- 
cipal or provincial officers, that different bodies look after their own municipal affairs. 
Would you have this work done by the same officers?—I could not say ; I have not 
gone sufficiently into the question to be able to state what machinery would be neces- 
sary to carry out the law. 

31392. Do you consider that in connection with such a law and its enforcement, it 
would be necessary to have a very large majority of the people in favour of it. In other 
words, take such a law as that which we are discussing, do you believe if 59 were 
in favour of it and 49 against it, you could very easily enforce it /—~That would be a 
pretty narrow majority. 

31393. Some suggestions have been made in regard to what the majority might be, 
or rather as to what majority might be considered to be advisable, and some people 
have expressed the opinion that there must be a decided trend of public sentiment in 
favour of such a measure, much more than a bare majority, in order to make it a suc- 
cess /—I do not see why that should be necessary. 

31394. Consider for a moment a vote taken on this question. Your province 
would probably vote strongly in favour of a prohibitory law ; the Maritime Provinces 
would also probably vote in favour of it; but the Province of Quebec might vote 
against it; Ontario might be divided or hold the balance ; British Columbia might give 
ten to one against it. Could you hope to enforce a law with greet success when it came 
to be applied to all the provinces if carried in that way ?There would be more diffi- 
culty on the Pacific coast. 

31395. Could you hope in a community recording a vote of ten to. one against a 
law, to be able to enforce that law, strictly !—I think so. 

31396. To sum up the matter, you are favourable to the enactment of a prohibi- 
tory law for the Dominion, a law prohibiting the manufacture, importation and sale of 
intoxicating liquor, provided the people were in favour of it?—Of course unless the 
majority of the members representing the people in the Dominion were in favour of 
such a measure, it could not be passed. 

31397. I mean the enactment of such alaw. But perhaps you would favour a ple- 
_ biscite for the Dominion on such a question !—You have stated that one province might 
be very much against such a law, and another province considerably in favour of it. I 
should not like to answer the question as to whether or not it would be desirable for the 
Dominion to pass such an Act at the present time, without ascertaining first what was 
the feeling of the people of Canada as a whole. 

31398. From your study of this subject, would you favour a resolution being 
adopted which would allow each province to act for itself on this question ?—No. 

31399. Then you would either make it a national question or not at all?—Yes, 
because I do not think the province could very well enforce the provisions of such an 
Act. 

31400. Why ?—It would be much more difficult to enforce it. The law should be 
passed by nye Dominion Parliament for the Dominion, 

31401-2. You have really, then, not worked out in your mind any definite scheme 
or plan you eG adopt in dealing Ww ath this matter ?—No. 

31403. Are there any suggestions, drawn from your experience, you can offer to the 
Commission in regard to any matter connected with this inquiry that you think would 
be of benefit ?—No ; I have not given the matter sufficient consideration to venture to 
make any suggestions. 

31404. Supposing such a law were passed, a prohibitory law, doing away with the 
manufacture, importation and sale of alcoholic liquors for beverage purposes, should 
compensation be given to the brewers and distillers for loss of plant and so on ?—I think 
as we have licensed the manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquors, it would be only 
right that those persons should be compensated for any loss they might sustain. 


ALEXANDER McDONALD. 
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By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


31405. You have stated that the license laws have been better observed in Winni- 
peg recently. To what do you attribute the better observance ?—The question as to the 
enforcement of the License Act was brought up early this year, and the Deputy Minis- 
ter of Justice stated that the duty belonged to the city. The Board of Police Commis- 
sioners claimed that it rested with the Department of Justice, and there has been a good 
deal of correspondence in regard to the matter, and recently we have been pressing it. 
I think probably the result has been that the License Commissioners, who I believe 
were enforcing the law here, have been looking more carefully after the violations. 

31406. I was told that last Sunday and during a good part of the week, all the 
hotels were closed up at a proper hour in the evening and closed on Sunday which I 
understand has not been the case before. Then the attempt to secure better enforce- 
ment has done good !—Yes, it has done good so far. 

31407. Do you believe that if an honest attempt were made to enforce the law, it 
could be enforced/—I do not think there is the slightest trouble in carrying it out, 
except in some special cases, 

31408. You have spoken of your experience in and knowledge of the North-west 
Territories, and I think you stated that during the early years of the prohibitory law, 
it seemed to produce a very good effect indeed !—Yes. 

31409. But latterly I understand it was not so well enforced. Did it lose its 
enforcement about the time of the introduction of the 4 per cent beer !—TI think the 
non-entorcement began before that; that is to say, that permits began to be issued 
indiscriminately. 

31410. That non-enforcement kept on increasing, I suppose, and the railway passing 
through the country, no doubt helped the non-enforcement a good deal. Do you think 
it would have been better, if instead of resorting to the granting of licenses, an honest 
effort had been made to enforce a prohibitory law in the Territories, such as that in 
force in the early years. Do you think the granting of licenses produced a better state 
of things than the former system, because the permit system permitted liquor to go in 
everywhere. Do you think it would have been better to have more rigidly enforced the 
law !—I do not know whether with the extent of territory you have there, and with 
liquor all round it, you could have carried such a law out successfully at the present 
time. 

31411. The law was, as you have stated, very well carried out in early years !— 
The territory was large and the number of people in the country was very small. I now 
speak more particularly of the northern section. I believe a good deal of liquor was 
brought in from the south, it being smuggled; but in the Saskatchewan district, at 
Edmonton, Prince Albert and Battleford, I believe the law was carried out almost to 
the letter. I have no doubt prohibition could be fairly well enforced to-day, although 
probably not as well as in early days. 

31412. I suppose a large population and railway facilities, which make transport 
easier, make a great difference ; but I understand you believe that with proper officials 
and proper attention to the law, it could be fairly well enforced even now !—It could be 


fairly well enforced. 
31413. Do you think that during the years there was enforcement, it was a great 


benefit to the country /—Yes. on 

31414. Was the plebiscite in Manitoba a very emphatic expression of the opinion 
‘of the people on the question of prohibition? Do you think people were really in 
earnest in voting for prohibition !—I think so. 

31415. We have had it in evidence that they did it for fun ; and of course as you 
have been in the country a long time as a resident and are well acquainted with the 
people, I thought I would ask you whether you thought the people meant their vote on 
this question to be a sort of joke ?—I think they meant it. ie : 

31416. Did not Winnipeg give a very large majority in favour of prohibition !—Yes. 

31417. Would that seem to mean that the people of Winnipeg are decidedly 
_ opposed to the license law, and that a large majority of them are in favour of prohibition ? 


—TI should say so. There is not any difficulty in enforcing the license law in Winnipeg. 
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31418. I understand that a large majority are opposed to it /—No, not at all. 

31419. Do you think it would be more difficult to enforce a prohibitory law in a 
community where a majority of the people were against that prohibitory law 7—I do not 
suppose that even if a majority were against it in a small community, the law could not 
be enforced all the same. 

31420. So far as your observation goes, you believe that when there is a law enacted 
and proper officials appointed for its enforcement, it does not depend very much on 
public opinion for its enforcement, but that it is a matter resting with the officers !—It 

rests more with the officers. 


By Judge McDonald : 


31421. Has an effort been made yet in Winnipeg to have the Scott Act carried?—No. 

31422. Being a city, of course you have a right to have the Scott Act voted on and 
put in force if you desire ; and as you have stated to Rev. Dr. McLeod that there is a 
very large majority in Winnipeg in favour of prohibition as shown by the recent vote, 
would you be favourable to giving prohibition a trial, by taking the means now within 
your power to adopt the Scott Act, without waiting for any application whatever to be 
made to the Legislature or the Dominion Parliament!—There have been no efforts 
made so far, and I do not think that all those who voted for the plebiscite would neces- 
sarily support the Scott Act, because many, no doubt, voted on that question as giving 
expression to their views on the question of prohibition. 

31423. Is not the Scott Act prohibition !—Only toa limited extent, not distinctly so. 

31424. Do you take it that this vote in the province was for the province or for the 
Dominion ?—I take it that the vote was for the province, and expressed the views of 
the province clearly. 

31425. Why should you not, when you are favourable to prohibition, use the means 
at your command as a trial, at all events !—The vote that was taken has had not the 
slightest legislative effect that I am aware of. . 

31426. May it not have had some effect on the minds of the legislators in mould- 
ing their action, and yet at the same time you have, when you choose to exercise it, the 
right to adopt the Scott Act without the favour of the Legislature !— We cannot submit 
the Scott Act to the people. 

31427. You may have prohibition for a period of three years if the Act is 
adopted, and if it is then a success, you can continue it in operation, and if it is not a 
success, you can get rid of it. Has there been the slightest agitation amongst the people 
in favour of carrying the Scott Act?—I think the temperance associations made some 
move in that direction a year ago. | 

31428. I mean since the plebiscite was taken ?—No move has been made by them. 

31429. Is it your opinion that the people favour some larger measure ?—I take it 
that they endorse a larger measure. 

31430. In taking this vote, was any question of machinery or mode of crystallizing 
the sentiment of the people into an Act of Parliament submitted to the people, or was 
it a bare vote for or against prohibition ?—Yes, 

31431, Then the method of prohibition was not submitted /—Not so far as I know. 


By kev. Dr. McLeod : 


31432. You are an employer of labour, I believe ?—Yes. 

31433. Do you employ labour to any considerable extent ?—Yes. 

31434, Have you any rule which you apply as regards the drinking habits of your 
men in selecting employees ; do you give the preference to men who are drinking men ? 
—I think my men, although I never asked them the question, are all’temperate, but I 
do itot say they are total abstainers. 

31435. Having to select employees, and choose between men who are habitual 
drinkers and those who are total abstainers, would you give the preference to abstainers ? 
—I would not have an habitual drinker. 

31436. He is less valuable to the employer ’—Yes, and I have had a good deal of 
experience on that point. 

ALEXANDER McDona.p. 
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31437. Does the drink habit affect the wage-earning power of employees, in your 
opinion ?—Yes. 

31438. Have you noticed whether a man having the drink habit loses more or less 
time on account of the habit /—Yes, he loses time. 

31439. Employers claim that they lose by men being idle on account of their drink 
habit, and not alone because they drink, but because the drink habit makes them 
irregular at their work ?—-Employers say that some kinds of work are interfered with 
because when one man drinks, a gang is sometimes broken up and work is hindered. 

31440. Have you observed whether it is true that the drink habit not only inter- 
feres with the man himself, and causes him to lose wages, but that it also interferes with 
other men who are engaged in the same gang?—In my case I have had some trouble, 
but it has only affected the man himself and not the rest of the men. 

31441. Did it affect your business undertaking ?—Yes. 

31442. As a business man, have you noticed that the drink trade has an injurious 
effect on other branches of business? Have you noticed that the men are able to pur- 
chase less of other articles because they drink, and that they are poorly paid because 
they drink ’—I could not.say so from personal observation. 

31443. Some business men claim that men with the drink habit are more poorly 
paid than if they had not such a habit, and that they suffer from this drawback in 
addition to the money they waste on drink !—To a certain extent they lose money, 
which they would otherwise spend in other lines of trade, but to what extent it affects 
business, I cannot say ; though if they took the money spent on liquor, they could well 
spend it in some other direction. 


by Fudge McDonald : 


31444. What do you mean by an habitual drinker /—A man who drinks steadily, 
probably not always to excess, or a man, as I have seen them, who will not taste liquor 
for months and then go off and get on a spree for two or three weeks at a time. 

31445. Take a man who drinks a glass of ale every day at his dinner ; do you mean 
a man of that kind ?—No. 

31446. You mean a man who either habitually drinks to excess, or occasionally 
drinks to excess and goes on a spree. A man who occasionally drinks to excess and 
goes on a spree and is away from work for some time, or a man who starts in the morning 
to drink three or four glasses of liquor during the day, and keeps up that habit /—Yes. 

31447-8. But by the drinking habit you mean such habit as is the habit of men you 
speak of /—Yes, that of a man who takes liquor in excess, or if not taken to excess, 
takes three or four drinks from time to time. In such a cases their appetites have pos- 
session of them, and it is only a question of time till they go. 


JAMES L. STEEN, of Winnipeg, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :-— 


By Judge McDonald : 
31449. What position do you occupy in this city 7—I am President of the Winni- 
peg Board of Trade. 


31450. How long have you been a resident of Winnipeg !—I have been a resident 
of this city for 11 years. : 

31451. How long have you been President of the Board of Trade ’—This year only ; 
the election goes by rotation. 

31452, In what line of business are you engaged ?—I am a printer and publisher. 

31453. Of a newspaper ?—Of a purely trade journal. _ 

31454. How long have you been engaged in the business /—Ten years or a little 
over ; ever since I came here. Bi 

31455. Did you come from any other Province of Canada to Winnipeg I came 
here from the city of Chicago ; I never lived in Canada before coming here. 
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31456. Have you observed the working of the liquor law in this Province ?—I have: 


not given any particular study to the working of the liquor law myself. 

31457. Then you are not in a position to state whether its provisions are well 
observed or not !—I could not say as to its details, because I have never watched them 
so closely as’ to know what the details of the Act are. 

31458. Are you able to express an opinion as to whether the Sunday provisions are 
well observed or not ?-—I could not say ; the fact of the matter is, I am not where liquor 
is sold on Sunday 

31459. Then you have no knowledge on that point?—On that point I could not 
give the Commission any information. 

31460. As a business man, are you in a position to know whether the traftic affects 
the business affairs of the community, injuriously or beneficially ?—That is a pretty 
wide question. J have known many individuals to whom the excessive use of drink has 
done harm. No man can deny that fact. I have seen a number of individual cases 
where men have caused themselves a great deal of injury by the excessive use of 
liquor in business, but when it comes to cases of bankruptcy, I have known that in 
five cases out of six where whisky was blamed for everything, whisky was the result 
of the man’s ruin commercially. 

31461. Have you ever considered the question of the treatment that would be ad- 
visable for the persistent drinker ?—I am not a medical man. 

31462. You are aware that there are many men who go to jail for short terms.and 
after being released, are shortly afterwards again committed. Should there not be some 


method adopted by which these people could be sent to some institution to be cured or 


kept out of harm’s way !—I am not a medical man, The man who ruins himself with 
liquor is more or less a maniac. We all have our weak points, and that undoubtedly is 
the weak point with certain men; they are more or less maniacs on that point. As 


to advising a certain course to be taken in regard to their treatment, the decision of 


that question needs a wiser head than mine. The mode of treatment would require to 
be varied according to the temperament. 

31463. Have you studied the question as to the advisability of encouraging the 
use of ales and light wines and doing away with heavier drinks, such as spirits !—I can 
only speak for myself. I shut down on ales and light wines and such drinks, and now 

take straight malt whisky if I drink anything, well diluted with water. It is safe 
liquor to drink. I believe in regard to other liquors that substances are used to cover 
up their adulteration, and that these compounds are most villainous adulterations. 

31464. Then you believe there is much adulteration among the drinks used {I 
think there must be and there cer tainly is. Looking at the Blue Books I receive from 


time to time from the Inland Revenue Department, I notice as regards spirits, that there is. 


comparatively little adulteration, while in wines there is considerable, and even still 
more in connection with teetotal beverages. Those are the facts I gathered from the 
Blue Books issued by the Inland Revenue Department. 

31465. Have you had any experience of the working of a prohibitory law ?’—I 
lived in the State of Iowa for a few years, which is under a partial prohibitory system, 
and the Legislative body now in power in the State was elected under the partial pro- 
hibitory system in forte there. 

31466. How did you find the system work ?—So far as prohibiting drinking is con- 
cerned, the success has not been so great as it was under license. They are law- 
abiding people, and of course that circumstance would contribute to the success of any 
means. The actual state of affairs was decidedly opposed to the success of the measure. I 
had a very marked instance about fifteen months ago, when a brother-in-law of mine 
who resides in Towa paid me a visit, and stayed two or three weeks with me. I may 
say that I had gone in with the prohibition party myself before I left there, because the 
roughs and toughs as a body are opposed to prohibition, whereas the respectable party 
are on the pr ohibition side, and therefore I went with them. My brother-in-law has 
worked strongly with the prohibition party for thirteen or fourteen years. His parting 
words with me on leaving were: “I think Prohibition is a huge blunder.” That was 


his verdict. He said to me: ‘I have looked for a drunken man since I came to 
James L. STEEN. 
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Manitoba, and have not seen one yet.” He went on a steamboat excursion on the Red 
River when there were 300 people on board the boat, and he said: “In prohibitory 
Iowa we would have 25 or 30 people drunk, and at least a dozen fights on board.” 

31467. And here what did he find ?—Here all was peace. 

31468. These are the opinions he expressed to you ?—This was his expression of 
opinion after living in Iowa and remaining here for three weeks, principally in the city 
of Winnipeg. i 

31469. In regard to the question of prohibition, then, do you think it would be 
advisable in the best interests of the community to have a prohibitory enactment, an 
Act prohibiting the manufacture, importation and sale of alcoholic liquors for beverage 
purposes, passed by the Dominion Parliament ?—I think it would be a piece of the most 
unniutigated folly to have such an Act passed. While I believe there are sections of the 
Dominion in which prohibition could be carried out with profit, I am enough of a busi- 
ness man to see the folly of such a proposal, especially a measure which would reach from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific. 

31470. You think there might be special communities where, owing to the local 
sentiment and local action, such a law might be carried out !—I have seen such to be the 
case in Iowa in the town of Grennel, were the clergy and the people generally were over- 
whelmingly in favour of prohibition and the total extinction of the traffic. Prohibition 
worked right enough, but in Dubuque, Davenport, Marshalltown and Des Moines, 
although the Local Legislature had legalized prohibition ; those engaged in the trade did 
not mind incurring the risk of sale ; in other words, as regards large cities, the law 
was a dead letter. 

31471. Did the Legislature pass a prohibitory law ?—Yes, and they have hung 
strongly to it: While it was a dead letter in the places I have named, it was carried 
out in Grennel and Ames and in other places where it was altogether unnecessary and 
where the people did not really require it. 

31472. Are there not some places where a prohibitory or temperance law is not 
necessary !— Yes, usage is stronger than any law you can pass. 

31473. What is the effect on the public conscience of having alaw on the statute 
book which is persistently, constantly and flagrantly violated ; is the effect for good or 
for evil ?—I do not think it would elevate the people’s idea of law and order. 

31474. Supposing such a law were to be passed in Canada, a law prohibiting the 
manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes, do you 
think remuneration should be made to brewers and distillers for their plant !—I think 
we have had a very good example in the bill passed by the British Parliament lately, in 
which the men who are engaged in the trade were to be indemnified. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


31475. Asa man having to do with the business affairs of the country, and con- 
ducting a trade journal, have you noticed whether the drink traffic, as such, injures busi- 
ness, interferes with industry, affects agricultural interests, home life and the family 
interests of the country /—I will take the last first. Regarding the family interests, I 
was a bachelor until recently and I can say very little about family affairs. Regarding 
business affairs, I do not know whether aman is a moderate drinker or a teetotaller until 
T have known him for some time. In this city to many business men the bar-room 1s 
useless in’ business. 

31476. Wasit at some time useful ?—It was made use of. I do not know whether 
it did good in the boom days, when everybody lost his head. There were a great ee 
people frequently in the bar-rooms drinking, including some of our business men. Now 
however, matters have got down to business, and it is seldom proposed to go to 


the bar. ¢ } 
31477. To what do you attribute this change /—Men are getting down to our busi- 


ness ideas. e : 
31478. Then you include the avoiding of bars !—Yes, ae) srs 1ours. 

‘ arding in % é iscovered sinc ecame a 

Of course a man may be boarding in an hotel. I have discov oa Si fei ‘ 
family man that on certain week days it is better to take lunch down town, an ake 


& 
a glass of beer or claret the same as I do at home. 
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31479. Still you think that when the bar was used as an adjunct to business, it 
was not a good thing for business !/—It was not. 

31480. You consider the change that has taken place is important /—The change 
has gradually come about among business men. ‘They resort to bar-rooms less. Very 
few of our business men are seen there. 

31481. So the using of bar-rooms is an injury to business /— When carried to extreme 
it is an injury to business, most decidedly. 

31482. Have you observed how the liquor trade affects the other industries of the 
country !-—I should say that the brewing trade, for instance, is quite a valuable industry 
to this city, so far as the employment of labour is concerned. 

31483. Do you think the patrons of the product of the breweries are more valuable 
employees than those who do not take it ?—I have had men who toek drink, and also men 
who did not, and I could not tell one from the other. The most faithful man I have, 
one who would do almost anything for me, takes his drink every day. 

31484. And I suppose you have others almost as faithful who would not take a 
drink under any consideration /—Yes ; I do not know the difference between them. 

31485. Do you believe the industries of the country other than breweries and dis- 
tilleries are affected injuriously or beneficially by the drink trade ?!—There are cases of 
individuals who run to extremes in the use of intoxicating drinks, whether connected 
with industrial business or anything else, and their business must prove an entire 
failure. 

31486. Have you noticed whether the agricultural interests are affected foeonee 
or beneficially by the drink trade ?—I cannot say I have noticed it. I am not a farmer 
myself. 

31487. Have you noticed whether farmers are injuriously or beneficially affected 
by the drink trade /—You must judge by the class of people whom you find under the 
influence of liquor. I know no class of men of whom fewer are affected by liquor than 
our farmers coming to town, especially considering the great temptations to which they 
are exposed and the long distances they travel on cold days. I am often astonished 
to see how very few of them are ever seen intoxicated. 

31488. Does that mean that the traffic does not injuriously affect the farmers be- 
cause they avoid drink ?—Yes, to a great extent. 

31489. You spoke of family life: have you noticed whether family interests are 
affected injuriously or beneficially by the drink trade?—I know so little about family 
life that I can give very little aid on this subject. If you ask me about mercantile affairs, 
I am posted, and I can tell you something about them. I have been a family man 
only since March last. I had a home, but there was no one there except my father. I 
have never been a social man and have not gone into society. I have never been a Club 
man or anything of that sort, and I have had a poor chance of judging of the social 
effects of the tratfic. 

31490. So you have not noticed these points particularly /—My evidence would 
have very little value on these points. 

31491. You have taken an interest in the mercantile affairs of the community?— 
Yes. 

31492. I think you have stated that you have observed men resort to whisky when 
they had become ruined commercially /—Yes. 

31493. Have you noticed that the whisky habit has in any degree contributed to 
their rottenness commercially !—Four or five out of every six run to whisky after their 
affairs become in a rotten state; when I have enquired into their affairs, I have found 
that out. 

31494. Would it be true that one-fifth become ruined commercially by the whisky 
trade ?—I would not say that, but there is a proportion of men in business who have 
been more or less addicted to the habit, and whose want of success in business can be 
more or less attributed to the excessive use of liquor. 

31495. Take Winnipeg, where I judge you have had several years’ experience, and 
where you appear to be acquainted with commercial matters, do you remember the boom 
days 1—Yes, I remember them pretty well. 

Janus L. STEEN. 
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31496. I suppose there is a marked rise and fall here among men in business. Have 
you noticed whether a large proportion of those who have gone to the wall were men 
who were incapacitated in some degree by the whisky habit ?—Yes, many could no 
doubt trace their downfall to liquor and to liquor only. 

31497, Was it a factor in their downfall ?—I could not tell you ; 95 per cent of 
those who went under the first five years I was here, went under through reckless specu- 
lations. They would have done so if there had been no whisky here, or if no whisky 
had ever been made. 

31498. Were the causes related to each other !—Probably so, but whisky was the 
smaller. ; 

31499. Do you think the whisky trade continued the craze of the boom days !— 
No, I do not think so. ; 

31500. Lam told that wine flowed freely and that champagne was used, and that 
whisky and the like were practically ignored ?—I saw the boom in all its grandeur. I 
went about with a satirical laugh thinking what fools were around me. I did not put a dollar 
in real estate, though I drank pretty freely, very much more than I have since. I 
repeat that I never put one dollar into speculation. 

31501. You have spoken about the evils of excessive use of liquor : do you think it 
is well to establish a business which provides facilities for, what you may call making 
maniacs of men !—If a man is determined to become a maniac, he will find the means. 
TI never saw a barrel of liquor go down a man’s throat and make a maniac of him. My 
experience is in commercial affairs, and if a man is determined to have liquor he will 
find some means of getting it, and if he cannot obtain liquor, he will obtain something 
else. : 

31502. Is the fact that a man is determined to use liquor and will find means for 
doing so, a reason that the State should provide the means ?—I did not say that the 
State provides the means. 

31503. Or the facilities’--No. It is just like this: it is a question as to which is 
the best means of dealing with this question ; whether it is not better to afford facilities 
for a man to obtain liquor or not. In my opinion you cannot obtain any better means 
of dealing with it. If that is the question, I must say I have never given it sufficient 
study. My brain has been taken up with too many other things to study such a ques- 
tion as that. 

31504. You have spoken of teetotal beverages and their adulteration ?-—Coffee is 
one, 

31505. You say they are very seriously adulterated ?—Yes. 

31506. Are any others adulterated !—Yes, all the cordials and stuff of that sort. 
I noticed particularly in one of the Blue Books to which I referred that there was a 
great amount of adulteration. In one Blue Book which dealt with Toronto, I noticed 
that not a single specimen of coffee was pure. The same Blue Book stated that the 
adulteration of some foreign spirits was trifling and some spirits were not adulterated. 

31507. You have spoken about prohibition in Iowa. How long have you been here ? 
—I came here 11 years ago or a little over 11 years, and I went back to Iowa for a few 
months to fix up my affairs. I lived a few months down there, and I came back here 
again and got started in the summer of 1882. I got right down to business in 1882, 
but Iwas here the year previous. . 

31508. Then your observation of prohibition in Iowa would not be practically 
observation of the statutory prohibition but of partial prohibition /—I saw it when I was 
back at that time. aie. 

31509. The prohibition enactment, I believe, was not enacted until 1884 ?—I saw 
it when I went back. I had been travelling backward and forward. I was down at 
the time they were canvassing for that Act. ae 

31510. Do you think a casual visit 1s Sufficient to enable one to form a correct 
opinion on such a question ?—TI did not see a bit of change. | saw places in lowa, when 
prohibition was in operation as they were before. en 7 

31511. You saw the law violated, as I suppose all laws are violated more or less | 
TI do not mean to say that any law is very thoroughly observed in a community ; if it 
was so, there would not be a necessity for any law whatever. 
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31512. Is it not true that in some communities the law is better observed than in 
others /—Yes. 

31513. Does it follow that although such a law may not be well observed, it is 
necessarily a failure and should be repealed /—Taking the evil effects of liquor, and all the 
vile poisons that were sold there for liquor, all the evils that prohilition brought with it, it 
might be a question whether prohibition ever did any good or not. 

31514. You have stated that you affiliated your ‘self somewhat with the prohibition 
party when you resided there ?—I have worked with them in the civic elections. 

31515. That was, I believe, because the roughs and toughs and bad people were 
arrayed on the other side ?—On that occasion they were 

31516. Did it ever occur to you that the fact that the ro ugh people and the bad 
people were arrayed on the other side was at all significant ?—It may be so, owing to 
circumstances, such as railway building and one thing or another in the place. 

31517. You spoke of your friend having visited you, and the fact that he did not 
see a drunken man in Manitoba during the three weeks he had been here ?—Not three 
weeks. 

31518. IT only came to this city on Saturday night and on Sunday I saw three 
drunken men.—I did not see them. 

31519. I was wondering whether there was a different state of things prevailing at 
the time of your friend’s v et than there is now, especially in view of Ele fact that we 
have had the testimony of the Mayor that during the last five weeks, especially on the 
Sabbaths, the law has been better enforced than for a long time previously. In view 
of the fact of that better enforcement, and the fact that i saw three drunken men on 
Sunday, although I was not looking for them, I have been wondering if when your 
friend was here, the law was being better enforced than now !-—It was ‘only a year ago 
last summer. I am pretty sure that there was no better enforcement of the law then. 

31520. You have stated that in some sections you think a prohibitory law could 
be carried out. What sections would they be ?—-The sections would be those where pro- 
hibition would not be necessary on account of the character of those sections. 

31521. Then it could be enforced where it was not needed?—Yes. For instance, I 
have travelled through the Territories a good deal, and yau could not enforce prohibition 
in the Territories. 

31522. Why ?—They have been troubled with a law that is a farce. No doubt in 
a few years a portion of the Territories will return again to prohibition, Eastern Assini- 
boia for instance. Alberta you will never get to prohibition. 

31523. Would that law be good or ev:1/—I do not know; if it pleases the people 
it will be all right ; if not, it will be all wrong. 

31524. Do you think that in these days benefit would result from a prohibitory 
law /—I do not think so. I believe that the state of the community shows that with- 
out interference of the law, it is as good as it would be under prohibition, and of course 
prohibition is unnecessary in that event. 

31525. Is that true of other laws?—I do not know ; I suppose it is. I have never 
investigated the matter in regard to other laws, but I suppose it is true of a good many 
laws. 

31526. Is it true that where laws are observed they are not necessary, that the 
condition of the people is so good that the laws are superfluous? You say that a pro- 
hibitory law would be observed in certain places because the condition of the people is 
excellent ?—It would be simply enforcing a law where it was unnecessary. 

31527. But, of course, it would be observed in other places?—You must not run 
away with the idea that I say a prohibitory ]aw or any other law is a failure because it 
is not strictly observed. You are trying to push me on that platform, but I will not go 
there. 

31528. You said, in answer to Judge McDonald, that the effect of a law that was 
persistently and flagrantly violated must be very bad ?— Yes ; I say it would not elevate 
the people’s respect for law. That is my answer exactly. 

31529. Then your answer is that the violation of the law would not elevate the 
people’s respect for law /—Yes. 

JamMES L, STEEN. 
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31530. You mean the persistent and flagrant violation of the law. By all the 


people or by a section of the people—which do you mean?—I mean in a community. 


In my opinion a law that only certain people respect is powerless to reach the people. 
31531. Is it, then, a violation of the law by the people or by a section of the 
people '—The influence extends to the people who break it, because the community com- 
bine with and conspire to defeat the law. ‘ 
31532. So the law would be bad for that reason?—No, I do not think the law 
would be bad. 
31533. Do you think the law is an educator /—I sometimes think itis I remember 
I was in the State of Arkansas, where I remained over a week, and the number of 


‘drinking places was so marvellously decreased when the prohibition law was enforced, 


that I came to the conclusion that the law is an educator after all. 

31534. If the liquor traftic is such a bad thing in its effects and there is a law 
against it, and it is persistently and flagrantly broken, do you believe that the law, 
together with all attempts to enforce it, has a bad effect on the people ?—No, if the 
people are convinced that the liquor trade is wrong. You must first convince the people 
that the traffic is a crime. 

31535. Does the law help to convince the people that the traffic is a crime ?— 
Criminal law deals only with crime. You start with the assumption that the people are 
all convinced that the traffic is an evil. Some are and some are not, I suppose. 

31536. Would the law strengthen sentiment in that direction ?—I question if it 
would. The law can be made ridiculous by trying to enforce something against the 
wishes of the people. 

31537. When you make that statement, do you mean against a section of the 
people that disapprove of the law, or do you mean the people as a whole? Of course it 
cannot be a law unless the people say it should be enacted ?—Do you mean to tell me 
that the Blue Noses of Nova Scotia and the Forty-Niners on the Coast are impressed 
by you into one community. In Canada we have a thousand communities. The 
whole thing amounts practically to this, let every community pronounce for itself. 
The plan will work. 

31538. Do you mean that each community should make a law for itself ?—Most 
decidedly. I believe in the principle of local option, but that is very dangerous the way 
majorities are now. 

31539. Winnipeg, for instance, on the recent vote by a large majority declared 
that the people did not want the whisky trade. Do you believe there should be a law 
delegalizing the whisky trade ?—If the people believe it, if you have the vow popu/t, 
then you are right on the principle at once. 

31540. Do you give evidence as President of the Board of Trade of Winnipeg /—I 
am giving my evidence as an individual. I have no right to drag in the Board of 
Trade. I have never asked an expression of its opinion, and I am not pretending to 
give the opinion of the Winnipeg Board of Trade. I am speaking as James Steen. 


By Judge McDonald : 


31541. In regard to the vote given in Winnipeg on the plebiscite: you are aware, 
no doubt, that Winnipeg may obtain prohibition within a few months by availing itself 
of the Scott Act. If the people are in favour of that Act, they have the right to adopt 
it for themselves and have it retained for a period of three years, and therefore the 
matter rests with themselves. Have you heard of any movement being commenced for 
the purpose of carrying the Scott Act in Winnipeg?—No. 

31542. Since the vote was taken ?—No. I have been absent from the city since the 
vote was taken. 

31543. In regard to the question as to whether it is right for the State to make 
prevision for supplying liquor to the people in order to make some of them maniacs : 
you are, of course, aware that a man need not make himself a maniac from this cause 
unless he chooses to do so?—Yes, and it is not necessary for the State to supply the 
means at all. j 

31544. Have you ever considered this point, whether if a hundred people desire 
to purchase a certain article, and one man abuses that article, whether the rest of the 
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hundred should be prohibited from buying it ?—I should think it would be a very great 
hardship to a great majority. That is the objection I have to prohibition. It eens 
me of the days of religious intolerance, when a cer tain number of people were so per- 
fectly good they Aececd to compel there to be good ; but those ideas are laughed at 
nowadays. At the present time a great many good and Christian people practise the 
same kind of intolerance. On the other hand, it must be remembered that if questions 
are to be decided by popular vote, it is almost impossible not to meet with some 
whe are not intolerant. 

31545, In speaking of fowa, you described to the Coinmissioners the state of affairs 
in Dubuque and in other places where the law is a dead letter, and also the condition 
of affairs in Grinnell, where the law is observed ; and you were asked whether there 
was any difference in communities where the law was observed, and in the others where 
it was not observed. Taking those communities in regard to which you have pointed 
out the differences in enforcing the law regarding prohibition, did you not find in the 
cases of offences against the criminal law, such as murder and horse- stealing, that the 
offenders would be punished in Dubuque as well as in Grinnell /—Yes. 

31546. The communities would have regard to the crime per se and view it in 
the same light /—Yes. 

31547. In those places of which you have spoken, Grinnell and others, where very 
strong sentiments exist, have they been brought about by the enactment of prohibition, 
or as the result of the education of the people on the lne of moral suasion /—I think in 
consequence of infusing the people with temperance ideas. 

31548. Not particularly by enforcing prohibition on them, but by pressing tem- 
perance views on them{!—I believe that was the case in regard to some classes of 
people ; but there were more prohibitionists there than in any other place. 

31549. Then with respect to the effect in Arkansas: was it the enforcement of the 
law in that direction that led to the amendment ’—It was very quick in its results in 
educating the people. 

31550. If the law respecting the crime of murder had been to a large extent per- 
sistently and flagrantly violated instead of the crime being punished, would you have 
had similar beneficial effects in the communities ?—Cer tainly not. The number of sellers 
dropped down one-third in one year as compared with the number before the enforce- 
ment of the law. 

31551. In regard to Iowa: may persons bring in liquor purchased in other States ? 
—Most decidedly so. Those cases come under the inter-state commerce law. I kept 
liquor in the house when I lived there. I always sent to Chicago for it, and of course 
I never violated the law in bringing it in. I got my supply of liquor and kept it in the 
house, and I did not frequent the saloons. 

31552. Take the man who used liquor and had not the means to send to Chicago 
for a supply, what would he do?—He would have to go without. 

31553. So the law really favours the man with means at the expense of the man 
without means ?—At that time the town would not have been run unless some of us 
brought liquor in, because the Judge and the District Attorney were in the habit of 
coming to my place, and without them it would be impossible to run the town. That 
was the staté of affairs in Grundy Centre, Grundy County, Iowa. The Judge and the 
District Attorney were in the habit of coming to my place to get drinks of whisky. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


31554, What year were you in Arkansas ?—In 1877 and 1878. 

31555. What was the law in force then /—It was a partial prohibitory law. 

31556. Was there plenty of liquor obtainable /—No, it was harder to get then, 
than under the subsequent enactment. In those days you could get liquor without a 
doctor’s prescription. No liquor was allowed to be sold at that time, except it was of a 
certain strength, 


JAMES L. STEEN. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, MANITOBA. 65 


Hon. JOHN F. BAIN, of Winnipeg, Judge of the Court of Queen’s Bench of the 
Province of Manitoba, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


31557. How long have you resided in this city 7—About twenty years. 

31558. How long have you been upon the Bench ?—Nearly five years. 

31559. Did you practice here before that time !—Yes. 

31560. Did you come here from Ontario?—Yes. 

31561. I suppose the part of Ontario in which you resided was under a license 
law 1—Yes. 

31562. Have you ever lived in a city where the Scott Act was in force?—I have 
never had any experience with the Scott Act. 

31563. When you came here I suppose there was a license law in force in this city ? 
—Yes. 

31564, And, with amendments, that law has since continued in force ?—Yes. 

31565. We have been told that there were two counties in the province in which 
the Scott Act was voted on, the Counties of Lisgar and Marquette, but that the Act was 
never carried out and nothing further was done. Have you any knowledge in regard 
to the matter !—I have no knowledge of it. 

31566. Have you noticed since you came to the province any change in the social 
customs of the people in regard to the drinking of intoxicating liquors as a beverage, 
whether it has increased or decreased ?—-My own experience has been that there has 
been a marked change for the better in the drinking habits of the people. 

315167. To what do you attribute that change ?—I think it is in a great degree due 
to an improvement in the moral sentiment of the people in regard to the abuse of intox- 
icating liquors. 

31568. I suppose the influence of religion and of temperance societies has had an 
effect !—Society is in a very different stage here now to what it was in the early days of 
the province. 

31569. Do you know whether anything is done in the public schools here in the way 
of temperance education ?—I do not know. 

31570. Have you been brought in contact with the working of the license law ?— 
No, not directly. 

31571. As a citizen, have you noticed whether it is well observed in Winnipeg ; 
take, for instance, the provision in regard to closing on Sundays ?—I have always under- 
stood that it was quite easy to get liquor on Sunday. 

31572. By persons other than those to whom the law permitted it /—Yes. 

31573. Do you know anything about selling to minors /—I cannot speak of that. I 
never heard there was such sale to an extent that it would be a public scandal. 

31574. We understand that the law now in this province, as in some other pro- 
vinces, permits the sale of intoxicating liquors in the same place in which groceries are 
sold. Do you consider that a beneficial law ?—Yes, on general principles I consider it such. 

31575. Have you ever formed an opinion as to the extent of the evil caused by 
hotel and restaurant bars respectively, as to which causes the greater evil ! Would there 
be any difference as between the hotel bars or restaurant bars, and if one had to be 
abolished which, in your opinion, should be abolished ?—I should say that if one had to 
be wiped out, the saloon bar should go, for there seems to be less excuse for it than for 
the hotel bar. F F 

31576. Have you considered the subject of high license /—Not specially, but I may 
say that I am decidedly in favour of high license, if there is to be a license at all. Talso 
believe in the limitation of the number of licenses and in the strict regulation of the 
places licensed. a. e 

31577. What about the inspection of liquors: has your attention been called to 
that question? I refer to the prevention of adulteration.—Yes, I think that should be 

a system of high license. 
Bu: e 518 Have you noticed whether the traffic, in this community, has attected the 
business relations of the people injuriously /—No ; I cannot say T have ever noticed that | 
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it has.an injurious effect. I believe from my own experience that the whole of the Pro- 
vince of Manitoba will compare very favourably as regards sobriety with any other part 
of the Dominion, or any other community I know of in America. 

31579. Would that remark apply to the province as a whole ?—Yes, and it would 
specially apply to the rural districts, more so than to the cities. 

31580. The last witness mentioned that many farmers come in, and although they 
come from places where liquor was not sold in some instances, they were perfectly tem- 
perate when in the city. Have you noticed among the farming class coming to town 
that sobriety to which reference has been made ?—I have noticed it is very rare that 
you see a farmer under the influence of liquor. 

31581. Do you know whether illicit selling prevails to any extent in this city or 
province ! i: have no opportunity of knowing, but I have reason to believe that it does. 

31582. Have you considered the question of the treatment of the persistent drunk- 
ard /—You pe e noticed no doubt that many men keep going from saloon to Police Court 
and then to jail and back again. Do you think that such people should be shut up for 
a time and properly treated /—I have often considered that sooner or later that is a pro- 
blem which society would have to deal with. My own impression is, that a man who 
proves himself to be an habitual drunkard and a nuisance to society, should, for his own 
protection, be shut up. It seems trifling with the matter to send such a man to jail for 
a few weeks, 

31583. The usual term is 21 days in the Eastern Provinces.—I do not know, for 
these cases do not come before us. 

31584. Have you considered the question of the encouragement of the use of light 
wines and ales with the view of doing away with the use of the heavier distilled liquors? 
—I have lived for some years, indeed I have e spent a good portion of time in France, 
Italy and Germany. I was very much struck with the sobriety of the people, and with 
the contrast between most of the people there and the people of America. It was very 
seldom indeed that you would see a man under the influence of liquor, and yet enormous 
quantities of light wines and beers are constantly drank, the men with their families 
seeming to enjoy themselves rationally and intelligently without any of the demoralizing 
and degrading effects yon see in gatherings of the same kind on this side of the ocean. 

31585. We have been told ‘that light wines are served as part of the ordinary 
meals ’—Wine really takes the place of water ; it is served at meals and is drank by 
everybody, in fact it takes the place absolutely of water. 

31586, Have you considered at all the question of prohibition !—I cannot say that 
I have. 

31587. Have you ever been in a country where prohibition was in force ?—During 
the summer I have been in Maine. 

31588. What part ?—Near Portland. 

31589. Have you been at Old Orchard Beach ?—I have been there, but have not 
stayed there. 

31590. We have heard a good deal about the operation of the Maine Law in that 
State. What was your experience /—In the hotel I was at, I saw liquor was obtainable 
quite easily. 

31591. Have you considered whether it would be practicable to carry out a general 
prohibitory law, if such a law was passed in this country !—I think it would be practi- 
cable if the most of the people were in favour of the law, not merely in favour of the 
law being passed but sincerely in earnest in wishing it to be enforced. 

31: 592, Then you think you must get the sense of the community in its favour in 
order to make the law a success /—Yes. 

31593. The question has been put in this way: The Maritime Provinces might be 
very strongly in favour of such a law, while other portions of the Dominion might be 
opposed to it. Do you think that Parliament should be governed by the sentiment of a 
particular locality?—I think it should be guided by the general opinion of the 
country. 

31594, Have you considered the question of gr anting compensation to brewers and 


distillers in the event of the enactment of a general prohibition law /—Not at all. 
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31595, What. is the éffect on the moral sense of the community of placing a law on 
the statute-book that is flagrantly and persistently violated and not enforced ?—It de- 
pends a good deal on the nature of the law. There are some laws, the non-observance 
of which would have no effect whatever on the community. Take, however, such a law 
as the prohibition law: if the law was not enforced, I believe it would be thoroughly 
demoralizing to the community. ant 

31596. There are, of course, laws in regard to municipal regulation, the observance 
of which has no effect one way or the other on the community, such a law for example 
as leaving your horse untied on the street !—Yes, in regard to matters of no special in- 
terest or concern and in regard to which no special principle or great public interests 
are involved. 

31597. Have you any suggestions to offer to the Commission from your experience 
generally or as a citizen, or any amendments to the present legislation to offer?—No. I 
have always felt that there are a great many more places licensed for the sale of liquor 
than there is any necessity for, and my experience has been that what you may cail 
the lower class of saloons are the places that do the most harm in the community. They 
have nothing to lose either as regards character or reputation, and of course there is less 
object in carrying out the law. My experience as a judge is, that these places are the 
places of all others where liquor is sold that do most harm. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


31598. Do you have to do with crimes of the higher sort ?—Ye , we have to try 
criminals. 

31599. Have you observed whether any proportion of the criminal cases that come 
before you are attributable to the drink habit and the drink trade ?—Ever since I have 
been on the Bench I have been struck with the fact that so few of the cases that come 
before me are attributable directly or indirectly to the use of liquor. I had always been 
accustomed to hear and believe that drink was responsible for a very large proportion of 
crime, but that certainly has not been my experience on the Bench in Manitoba. 

31600. Responsible not even indirectly /—In the large majority of cases so far as 
the evidence shows, the crime is not attributable to drink, directly or indirectly. I can 
only speak of what appears in the evidence before me. : 

31601. Have you many cases of serious crime in Manitoba ?—No. We have been 
remarka) ly free from serious crime. 

31602. Do you see any connection between that small record of crime in Manitoba 
and the sobriety of the people, which you say, is very marked ?—I think that both the 
sobriety and the absence of crime are attributable to the same cause, to the general high 
character of the people of the Province. They appear to be related, as cause and effect, 
and they are both evident. ; 

31603. The question I desire to ask is, in effect, this: Whether the sobriety is the 
cause of the diminished serious crime in the Province ?—I think it is very likely that if 
there were more drunkards in the Province there would be more crime. 

31604 You have expressed yourself as favourable to a still higher license system, 
with greater restrictions and a diminution in the number of places licensed ?—Yes. __ 

31605. Would you prefer a prohibition law to even a high license system, if 1t 
could be well enforced ?—I would prefer not to express my own individual opinion. 
Judges have to administer the law as they find it. (ni : 

31606. Then you would rather not express an opinion on that point eae es. 

31607. Would you express an opinion as to whether if we had a prohibition law, 
well enforced, there would be beneficial results obtained ?—There would be benefits in 
some ways, and in others I think there would be the reverse. a! 

31608. What would be the injurious effects ?—My own impression is that it would 
be perfectly impossible to strictly enforce a prohibition law. 

31609. I was assuming that the law was well enforced: does that seem to be an 
impossible case in your mind?—Yes. d AEN he 

31610. What would be the difficulties ?—The same as are in the way of enforcing 
the prohibitive provisions of the license law. 

31611. Still they are enforced more or less 7— Yes. 
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31612. The Mayor has told the Commission that for the last two weeks the law 
has been fairly well enforced, at all events very much better enforced than previously. 
He stated, however, that he thought the enforcement depended largely on the attention 
given to it by the officials and others. Have you noticed that a good deal depends as to 
the enforcement of the law upon the attention that the officials appointed for the 
purpose give to the enforcement ?—Naturally, but the attention that the officials give to 
it depends very much on whether the community insist that they shall enforce the 
law or not. 

31612a. Is that true of alllaws?—There are always some persons who do not want 
the enforcement of law, who seem rather inclined to violate law ; and there are other 
classes who never wish for the violation of law but who wish to have it observed because 
it is the law, whether they are in sympathy with it or not. 

31613. Do you find the enforcement of the law generally depends on public senti- 
ment asserting itself and insisting on its enforcement by the officials who have the 
matter in charge ?—What kind of laws do you mean—do you mean criminal law ? 

31614. Laws against misdemeanours, and offences of various kinds!—Yes. It 
depends immediately on the attention given to it by officials appointed to enforce it. 
But with respect to law against crime: If there were any violation on the part of the 
community and the proper officials were not enforcing the law they would be compelled 
to do so. Public sentiment would assert itself, and insist on the carrying out of the law. 

31615. Is there not laxity in the enforcement of some laws for a period, and does 
not the public conscience awaken and see that the laws are better enforced ?—I suppose 
sO. 

31616. You have spoken about the classes of licensed places, and I think you 
stated that the lower class did the most harm, because they were kept by irresponsible 
people. Have you ever given any thought to this point: Take the hotel bar or the so- 
called respectable saloon and take a saloon 7 x 9 kept by a nobody : in which of these 
places do you think the people of the best class of the community and the young men 
are likely to contract the drink habit ’—I suppose they are more likely to contract it in 
the hotel. 

31617. Have you noticed whether the generation that is growing up begin in the 
better class of place and graduate down to the others or whether they begin low down 
and graduate up ?—If a young man becomes a slave to the habit and a drunkard, he 
sinks. 

31618. Would it then appear that the higher class of place, which has a degree of 
respectability and character about it, and which is regarded as reputable, and a place 
where a man may visit without loss of self respect, is after all more dangerous than the 
place without character, more dangerous to the best people of the community and those 
in whom the hope of the community rests?—If a man wants a drink and cannot get it 
in a respectable place, he will go to a disreputable one. 

31619. But the man with the drink habit strongly upon him will go to the disre- 
putable place, I suppose /—No, I should think not, if he has a choice. 

31620. You spoke about living in France : how many years ago was that ?—I lived 
there three or four winters seven or eight years ago. 

31621. And when were you in Germany and Italy ?—Seven or eight years ago. 

31622. Have you noticed from the newspapers that within the last few years there 
has been a large increase in the alcoholic habit in Germany ?—I have not seen that state- 
ment in regard to Germany, but I have in regard to France, the statement that of late 
years there had been much more spirits drank than was formerly the case. 

31622a. That increase in the use of alcohol is attributed to damage to the vines done 
by the phylloxera ?’— Yes, and to adulteration and bad quality of wines. 

31623. Have you considered whether wine drinking is a dangerous habit, for the 
reason that, in the absence of wine, the people will of necessity resort to alcohol and 
stronger drinks /—I have never thought of that. The common wines that the people 
drink in Europe are very light, containing very little alcohol, and are non-intoxicating. 

31624. It would seem that as the people cannot get wine as formerly, they must 
have some stimulant, and they resort to the stronger alcoholic drinks. Do you think that 
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the constant habit of wine drinking creates such a strong desire for stimulants that they 
are compelled to use them? With regard to Germany, within the last year or two a 
statement has been made to the effect that there has been a large increase in the use of 
alcohol, and within a year or so the German Emperor has proposed strict regulations 
with respect to it. Would it seem to you that the general use of beer there had through 
the course of all these years produced a condition of constitution in the people that de- 
manded the use of strong liquors /—I can express no opinion on that point. 

31625. Have you any knowledge of the North-west ?—Yes. I have made visits 
there on business and otherwise. 

31626. Did you observe the working of prohibition there ?—To some extent. 

31627. Did you think it ‘a success or otherwise?—I thought it was very much 
otherwise. 

31628. Did you visit it during last year ?—No, I have never been there since 1885. 

31629. Did you give some study to the question whether the permit system, as it 
prevailed at that period, really destroyed the effects of prohibition ?—The permit system 
was evidently abused, and under the operation of that permit system, liquor seemed to 
be obtainable to a very great extent. It struck me that I had never seen the use of 
liquors so utterly demoralizing as it was in the North-west at that time. 

31630. Have you been there since the adoption of the license system ?—No. 

31631. Speaking of Italy, did you notice sufficiently to be able to express an 
opinion, how Italy compared as regards drunkenness with Manitoba?!—No. I was not 
living so long in Italy as in France, but so far as I can remember now, I saw far less 
drunkenness there than I have seen during the same time in Manitoba. 


By Judge McDonald : 


31632. I understand that you have not studied the question as to what may have 
caused the recent change in France and Germany as regards the use of alcohol. Has 
not wine drinking gone on for centuries among the people of those countries /—Yes. 

31633. Wine drinking and beer drinking have been, I understand, part of the 
customs of the people from time immemorial!—It is part of their every-day lives. 
They drink wine and beer as we drink tea and water. 

31634. Therefore, if they really come to use alcohol, as has been indicated, you 
must look to some other cause than that of mere use !—That occurred to me. If the usa 
had that effect, I do not see why it should impress itself just now. 

31635. The phylloxera, I suppose, has been one cause and other causes have been 
given to the Commission /—No doubt the diminished supply has led to the manufacture 
of bad wines. 


Hon. WILLIAM DAVIES ARDAGH, of Winnipeg, Judge of the Eastern Judicial 
District of Manitoba, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


31636. How long have you resided in Winnipeg /—Over ten years. ; 

31637. How long have you been Judge of your Judicial District /—Between eight 
and nine years. : é ibe 

31638. You came, I believe, from the County of Simcoe, Ontario, originally !— 
Yes. 

31639. For some time, I think, you were member of the Legislature of Ontario for 
North Simcoe /—Yes. ie 

31640. I suppose in your day there was no law dealing with the liquor question in 
your district other than the license law ; or had the Scott Act been carried in Simcoe 
before you left ?—It was carried after I left, but I have been there several times during 
the years since, for a month or two at a time, he 

31641. Did you see anything of the working of the Act in Simcoe while you were 
there ?— Yes. } 
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31642. How did it succeed ?—It did not succeed at all. 

31643. Did it not have the effect that the people intended it to accomplish ?—It 
had the effect of reducing the facilities for getting liquor among a certain class of the 
people, the lower classes ‘and those of whom the hotel- -keepers and saloon-keepers were 
afraid ; but it increased the drinking habit among the better class, for it induced them 
to keep kegs of liquor. It led to more home consumption. I did not try to commit any 
breach of the law, but I am perfectly well aware that I could have got all the drink I 
wanted in any hotel or place in the town or in any part of the county where I was. 
The breweries all around were in full blast during the time. The Act was finally voted 
down after three years’ experience. 

31644. Taking your experience in Manitoba, and in Winnipeg particularly, do you 
find the people are temperate and sober in their habits ?—TI think fairly so. 

31645. Do you find since you came here that there has been a growth of the tem- 
perance sentiment and a change in the social customs of the people 1—T think that 
change has been largely going on here. The use of wines and liquors, for instance at 

table, is less than former ly, and I think there is probably less drinking generally. 

31646. I suppose you find in Ontario a great change in that respect from your 
earliest recollections up to the time you left it 7—Yes. 

31647. That there is much less liquor used at the social table ?—Yes, there is very 
little used. 

31648. To what do you attribute that change ?—To the gradfally increasing senti- 
ment in favour of temper ance. 

31649. Has that result been produced by religious and moral influences?—Yes. I 
find that a great many people are now abstainers. 

31650. Have you License Commissioners in Manitoba?—No. I was a License 
Commissioner during the time the Dominion Act, the McCarthy Act, was in force. 

31651. Then your are an ex-otlicio Commissioner /— Yes. 

31652. How did that Act work ?—I found it an improvement on any Act known 
before or since. 

31653. Are you acquainted officially with the working of the provincial license 
law ?—Not officially. The only clause in the provincial Act I specially remember is 
that which empowers the County Judge on certain evidence to order licenses to be cancel- 
led. Unfortunately the province did not go far enough. 

31654. Have you any cases under it ! I have never had a case. The provision is 
not comprehensive ‘enough, it is very limited. 

31655. Have you had any appeals to you in Chambers from convictions by Justices ? 
——No. 

31656. Some license laws, I believe, allow an appeal to a County Judge ?—I do not 
remember if such is the fact, I never had any case. 

31657. Have you, as a citizen, noticed whether the law as to the closing of licensed 
houses on Sunday is well observed 1_My own impression is that the law has not been 
well observed. 

31658. You think that sale goes on during Sunday to others than those whom the 
law says shall be entitled to hquor ?/—I frequently see people coming from church go in- 
to these places. 

31659. Have you considered the question of high licenses ?—I should be in favour 
of high license. 

31660. With a limitation of the number of licenses issued?—Yes. I would give 
no license at all to ordinary saloons, and I would confine licenses to hotels and restau- 

rants, and to the latter I would issue very few. 

31661. If licenses were to be issued to only one class, hotel or restaurant, which 
would you prefer ?—The hotel. 

31662. Would you, in connection with that system, favour also a system of rigid 
inspection of liquors sold, in order to see that they are pure ?—Certainly that is a very 
important matter. 

31663. In regard to your administration of the law—and I would first take the 
criminal law—have you found a large proportion of cases traceable, directly or indirectly, 
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to drunkenness /—I have formed the opinion that drunkenness is often an element, but 
not the leading one. Natural depravity seems to me to be the leading cause, and 
drunkenness follows that. : 

31664. Do you find that drunkenness is put forward as an excuse ?—Yes, it is put 
forward continually as an excuse for the commission of crime. The man says he was 
drunk. 

31665. Have you reason to believe that that statement is always true?—No. 

31666. In regard to the administration of the civil law, how do you find it? Do 
you find there is much litigation caused directly or indirectly by drink, and do you 
think many disasters in business may be traced to the use of intoxicating liquors as a 
beverage ?—It would be difficult to give an opinion on that point, because the question 
does not arise in court, and I would not be able to know the facts unless I happened to 
know them previously. No question of that sort would come up in a civil action. 

31667. Have you a similar law here to that in force in Ontario ?—Yes. 

31668. Is it not true, that, owing to drunkenness, people are frequently unable to 
pay their debts ?—I think so in a limited number of cases, but extravagance, bad habits, 
and idle habits much more frequently cause people to be unable to pay their debts, and 
sometimes the people would be willing to do so if their habits would allow them. I 
think, as a general rule, it is due to dishonesty and indisposition to pay. 

31669. Do you think that is the general rule ?—Yes. 

31670. You have known, of course, cases in which men, owing to their drinking 
habits, could not obtain employment !—That must be the cause, tora certain extent. 

31671. Have you reason to suppose that there is much illicit selling in this city, 
that is, sale by persons without a license !—TI think there is comparatively little. 

31672. Have you considered the possibility of encouraging the use of light wines 
and beers, and encouraging in every way their importation as well as their use, thus 
doing away with the use of heavy liquors ?—Yes ; that would be my idea of dealing 
with the question. I may say that the same fact struck me as appears to have struck 
Judge Bain. During my residence of three or four months in France and Italy, I never 
saw a drunken man, and I never saw any extravagant use of liquor. 

31673. Was wine much used 1—It was always served at the table, and was so very 
cheap that everybody could obtain his bottle of wine. I observed, however, during the 
time I was there, that the people were very temperate and very abstemious. 

31674. Have you had any experience in a prohibition country /—The only experi- 
ence I have had in a prohibition country was in Maine, but that was a good many 
years ago. I travelled through a part of Maine without knowing that prohibition was 
in force there. It was only when somebody happened to mention it, I was aware of the fact. 

31675. Why was that /—Because I got everything I asked for. I asked for a glass 
of ale, perhaps, at dinner time or supper. Not: 

31676. Have you considered the question of prohibition, as to whether it is advis- 
able to have a general prohibitory law enacted by the Dominion Parliament, an Act 
prohibiting the importation, manufacture and sale of alcohol for beverage purposes in 
Canada ?—-In my opinion, from all the experience I have had, and I have been for very 
many years er-officio a Magistrate, and between ten and fifteen years Mayor of the town 
where I lived, a proper license Act is the best means to minimize the evil, which every- 
body admits to be an evil, and that system should be tried before we resort to prohibi- 
tion. I think the evils that would arise from, and that would follow, prohibition, would 
be very great, and include smuggling, illicit distilling, and a desire or temptation on the 
part of a larger number of the community to break the law. My own impression about 
the license law is that the whole difficulty lies with politics. I think that is at the root 
of the whole matter. The one approach made to the proper regulation and control of 
the traffic and the disruption of politics from it was in the case of the Dominion Act, 
which was declared witra vires. The administration of the law was, to a large extent, 
placed in the hands of an independent authority, an authority which was ex-officio and 
largely independent. That fact created in the minds of the liquor sellers the belief that 
the law was going to be enforced, and it was enforced. They respected the law, because 
they knew they would be compelled to obey it. They respected it not only because they 
were willing to do so, but because they were afraid to do otherwise. The impression on 
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my mind is, that ifa proper license law were enacted, with, perhaps, a permissive Act 
in regard to certain portions of the law, so as to enable the control to be placed entirely 
under one authority—the local authority, including inspection—such a law, without 
interfering with revenue purposes, would minimize the evil, and reduce it to its very 
lowest limit, and it would have a less injurious effect on the community at large and on 
the morals of the community than total prohibition. 

31677. In that opinion you have given expression to your view as a Judge of this 
province ?—I have given my opinion from all I have seen. 

31678. Taking your experience, do you believe that it would be possible to enforce 
a prohibitory law in Canada at the present time 7—I have never been in any country or 
state, except Maine, and passing through it simply, where a prohibitory law was in force. 
I can only imagine the difficulty of enforcing such a law, and form an opinion from what 
T have heard. Speaking of the effects of the law and the administration of the law in 
the North-west Territories, I may say that there was not a system of total prohibition 
in force there, because they had the permit system ; but I could form some opinion, 
from conversations I have had with very many friends and intimate personal friends, 
from time to time, as to the moral effect on the minds of the people of the system of 
prohibition. 

31679. Suppose such a law was enacted in Canada by the Dominion Parliament, 
do you believe it would be right that remuneration should be made to the distillers and 
brewers for their property that would be ruined by such an enactment !-—I certainly 
think that is a very serious question. Those men have been allowed to produce liquor, 
whether good or bad in its effects, under the protection of the law for a great many 
years, and I think myself that there should be some remuneration granted them for the 
loss of their plant and their property, in the event of the enactment of a general pro- 
hibitory law. 

31680. What, in your opinion, is the effect on the popular conscience of having a 
law on the statute-book, such as a general prohibitory law, which is persistently and 
flagrantly broken ?—It is very difficult for me to give an opinion in regard to a pro- 
hibitory law, because I know nothing about sucha law. Of course, I am satisfied that 
the effect on the minds of the people of having a law on the statute-book that is a dead 
letter and is not respected, is demoralizing. I understand, of course, that holds in 
regard to any law, and especially a law of a sumptuary character. It is very difficult to 
bring the mind of the community in accordance with a law of that kind, even when the 
people see the ill-effects of their present course ; and there is a feeling of this kind : such 
a man should be restrained, but I should not, and any restraining law is an interference 
with my liberty. Of course, the ordinary mind is aware of the principles of legislation 
under which every man must give away a certain portion of his liberty for the protec- 
tion of the rest ; but a large portion of a community do not reason that way. With 
respect to the vote taken in this province lately, I myself gave personally very little 
attention to that vote, for this reason, that, I think, a large portion of those who voted 
for prohibition, if they could see their way clear to having a proper license law properly 
enforced and respected, would be very easily convinced that that would be a better law 
than prohibition, and would probably say that it would be better than prohibition ; but, 
in the absence of a properly enforced license law, they would go to the full extent of 
trying to root out an evil, which, if you press it down in one place, will come up in 
another, and in a different form. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


31681. You have spoken in regard to the observance of the Scott Act in an Ontario 
town. I think you stated that it increased the amount of drinking done by a certain 
class in their homes. Do you think that is more harmful than bar-room consumption of 
liquor !—When I said home drinking prevailed, perhaps I did not make myself entirely 
understood. I noticed that a great many persons kept a private supply in their offices ; 
[ observed it on going into the offices of friends, of personal and political friends, and I 
found that people, whom I never supposed would do anything of that kind, kept a little 
supply of liquor on hand, with glasses. I noticed, too, that, generally speaking, the 
bottles were all labelled with a druggist’s name. 
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31682. Would that class of drinking be better or worse than bar-room drink- 
ing !—In my opinion, it is more demoralizing. 

31683. Is there anything wrong connected with oftice drinking?—I do not know 
anything that can be more demoralizing than bar-room drinking, but when a man gets 
in a supply of liquor so that he has no trouble to get it, and when he buys it in whole- 
sale fashion, I think that is demoralizing. The liquor is at hand, and when his friends 
come in to do business, which very frequently happens, I have noticed the habit in a 
lot of offices, even in law offices, is to have a glass of liquor with their business. If this 
liquor were obtained at an hotel, the drink habit would prevail to a much less extent 
than when the people had it on hand in their private rooms, as I have noticed it. I 
was particularly struck with this habit, because I noticed that a great many people had 
got into the way of taking a drink, who I thought were very temperate and of regular 
habits. 

31684. Do you think the people who had liquor in their rooms, if the Scott Act 
had not been enforced, would have resorted to bar-rooms!’—They might have done so, 
but not to the same extent. 

31685. It is often contended that a great deal of the drinking is practically done 
for good-fellowship, one man will ask his friend to have a drink and his friend will in 
turn do the hospitable, and before they are through they will have had a lot of drinks. 
Do you think that system is as bad or worse than the system of drinking in offices ?—I 
should not like to generalize on the subject. I noticed that several persons whom I 
knew were in the habit occasionally, like a great many other people, of going to the 
bar of a hotel and getting a drink, professional men even, were in danger of becoming 
drunkards, and this fact was admitted by their friends and neighbours. “ One 
swallow does not make a summer.” That happened to be the casein my own town 
in regard to three or four men who had always been temperate, and these facts 
indicate the demoralizing effects that may result from having a private supply of 
liquor on hand in an office. 

31686. Speaking in a general way, do you think that men are likely to become 
drinkers if the trade is delegalized rather than if the facilities afforded by the bar-rooms 
for drinking are afforded !—No. 

31687. You would not argue from the above that this would be the general result ? 
No. I simply mean to say that when you try by legislation to suppress a certain evil, 
the effect of suppressing that evil in a certain direction may result in its increase in 
other directions. 

31688. That is the perversity of human nature ?—Yes. 

31689. You spoke about the breweries being in full force under the Scott Act. Did 
you regard that as a defect of the Scott Act /—It was only surprising to me that they 
existed at all, and so far as I could learn they manufactured just as much during the 
existence of the Scott Act as they did before or have done since. 

31690. Did the Scott Act prohibit the breweries /—No. 

31691. Then it could not be charged against the Scott Act that they were allowed 
to carry on business !—No, but of course they had their products to sell. 

31692. Did they sell it in the locality or elsewhere !—They sold it largely through- 
out the country. 

31693. Did they sell it in the country /—Yes. 

31694. You know that ?—Yes, certainly. 

31695. You have spoken about the changes in the drinking habits of the people of 
Manitoba and elsewhere : that there is much less drinking now than was formerly the 
case, and I think you attributed the change mainly to religious influences. Do you think 
this trade as established, has helped to bring about these desirable changes, that the 
licensed trade has helped the influences that have brought about these changes eee do 
not think it has had anything to do with it. I do not quite understand the question. I 
think the license law has been, to a very great extent, a failure. 

31696. There has been a change in the drinking customs brought about by mora. 
and religious influences, and I understand that you think the change is a good one ?— 
Yes, and if it could be further carried out, it would be very desirable. 
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31697. Those influences you say have brought about that change. Has the effect 
of the license law considerably helped those influences to accomplish this desirable 
change ?—T hardly think so, and I can hardly give a reason for not thinking so. I may 
mention this as an incident. When I was a lad in Ireland such a thing as men not 
taking a certain number of glasses of hot whisky at dinner was unknown; every man 
did it. It was part and parcel of the meal. I know from recent visits made to the 
country since, and seeing the same class of people, this habit has pretty nearly dis- 
appeared. 

31698. Do you think that change is an improvement?—Certainly. Those who 
could not afford to drink wine had their hot whisky, as a matter of habit. From time 
to time I have visited the old country, and found those people or their descendants have 
gradually dropped the habit, until it has nearly disappeared altogether. 

31699. You regard that as a good result /—Certainly ; I regard it as an improve- 
ment. 

31700. Would you think it a good thing if the improvement went further, and 
there was a greater abandonment of the drink habit ?—I think any step in the direction 
of the abandonment of the drink habit is an improvement. 

31701. Do you favour the suppression of the trade as a means of contributing 
towards that good result which you desire to see accomplished, and which we all desire ? 
—I think a man who has the good of the community at heart must desire any evil to 
be minimized. If you cannot destroy it altogether, minimize it. That is my opinion, and 
a thorough license system would do more than total prohibition, considering the evils 
that would arise from any attempt to totally prohibit the trade. 

31702. You spoke of the evils that would arise from the enactment of such a law, 
and among them you mentioned smuggling?—Yes, and illicit distillation and illicit 
traflic. 

31703. Are those evils that would arise under prohibition, or evils that now arise 
from the liquor traffic !—Of course, that is simply a matter of opinion. 

31704. You have knowledge of the evils that arise from the trade, I suppose !— 
The only information [ can give on that point is simply this: I think it would be 
better to try a license system “vather than absolute prohibition. Of course, if the license 
system did not have a satisfactory result, then you might apply a more crucial test. 

31705. The license system has been in force a good many years, I believe. Have 
you ever known a license “system that has been observed t—No; I cannot say that I 
have ever known any license system that has been observed, ‘because I have never 
known a-license system that the people were satisfied with. 

31706. Has the license system regulated the trade ?—Of course it has done so to a 
certain extent, there is no doubt about it. 

31707. Is the license law broken in certain ways on the Sabbath: do you know 
whether the law is observed in that regard by the licensees 7—I could not say in that re- 
gard, because I have not had an opportunity of testing it. The information I can ob- 
tain, information obtained from the Police Commissioners, leads me to think that some 
few licensees observe the law in that respect, but that a large majority do not, I have no 
doubt. The reason they do not observe it is, that one man al endeavour to onfaers the 
law for a time, but he will find others taking a different direction and defying the law, 
and when one man is allowed to defy the law, others will follow, especially when they 
find it can be done with impunity. 

31708. Will you tell the Commission, briefly, what is your idea of a license system 
that would meet the needs of the country /—I do not think it is quite fair toask me to 
answer that question here. It is a question that one would have to consider very 
maturely to give an opinion about it, not vive voce but in writing. I myself hold the 
opinion that a license system should be framed that would largely produce the effect 
that the temperance people are anxious to produce, and very properly so. I believe that 
if the efforts of the temperance organizations were directed, in the first instance, to a 
license system, to control the sale of liquor, if their energies were directed in that direc- 
tion altogether, they would probably be able to produce a much better result than they 
would do as total prohibitionists, because there is no doubt in my mind that the reason 
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why the law is not observed is, that it is made largely a political engine, that it has 
long been a means of meting out certain patronage in connection with politics. So 
long as that is the case, you cannot by any possibility get the law properly observed. 

31709. I suppose your idea of a license law would be one that would have even 
more restrictive features than the license law now existing /—I will give an instance of 
what occurs to me just now. I was a License Commissioner under the Dominion Act, 
and it happened, through an oversight or want of knowledge on the part of those in 
charge of the municipal institutions here, that I was actually sole Commissioner. There 
should have been three Commissioners, but there were only two appointed, and in regard 
to the second, as there was some apparent irregularity about his commission, I thought 
it advisable that he should not’ vote, although he sat with me. The matter remained 
in that way until the law was changed. I noticed as soon as applications for licenses 
were called for, that I was inundated with letters written by people who were supposed 
to be influential in politics. In every case when a letter was handed to me by a person 
who told me that Mr. So and So. requested him to present it, I asked if the letter had 
reference to a license. Whenever the reply was in the affirmative, I immediately put 
the letter in the waste paper basket in the person’s presence. That was what happened 
every time. The other letters I received I treated in the same way. There is no neces- 
sity for entering into a long explanation in regard to this matter, but the effect of 
treating letters in this way was such that for the coming year the best class of men that 
could be obtained in the community were secured as the holders of licenses. 

31710. Did they observe the provisions of the license law ?—The provisions of the 
license law were better observed during the continuance of that Act than they have 
been observed since. 

31711. Were they strictly observed ?—I cannot say that, unless I went about as a 
detective to watch the parties. I may say that I was not only License Commissioner, 
but I was also Police Commissioner, and consequently I had an opportunity of learning 
the inside working of the trade better than any one else could do. 

31712. I think you have stated that prohibition in some way promotes drinking, 
that men desire to get what is prohibited !— Yes. } 

31713. Is it true that prohibited things are desired because they are prohibited /— 
I think so, to a certain extent. 

31714. Is it considered a mistake to prohibit certain things /-—A good deal depends 
on what the things are that are prohibited. Of course that is a very wide question to 
discuss. It might be said that our early progenitor if he had not been told that he 
ought not to eat an apple would not have thought of doing so. 

31715. How long is it since you were in the State of Maine !—Twenty-tive years. 

31716. I suppose you do not know anything with respect to the operation of the 
Main Law since ?—I have received various reports in regard to the Prohibitory Law in 
Main, but I have no present knowledge in regard to its operation. I have been told 
by some persons that the law is better observed there now than it was formerly. I 
noticed at the time of which I have spoken, that there were very many means of getting 
liquor that were of ap extraordinary character. 

31717. Do you think a prohibitory law, if well enforced, would be productive of 
benefit ?—I do, except of course as regards medicinal purposes. I do not see what 
benefit results from drinking beyond temporarily satisfying a man’s appetite for drink. 
T am now considering the question in the abstract. My 

31718. Speaking about granting compensation to brewers and distillers, who you 
are aware are licensed from year to year only, do you think that if a prohibitory law were 
enacted that would interfere with their business, they would have a stronger claim than 
any other man would have in consequence of a change in the tariff or in the mode of 
doing business?—I think that the feeling of the community at large would be that 
those men should be compensated for their plant. aie 

31719. Have they not made fortunes out of their business Some have and some 
have not. I do not know enough of the trade to enter into the matter ; besides, what 1S 
to one man a fortune or at all events sufficient, is to another man a small compensation. 

31720. Considering, however, this question of compensation, I desire to ask you 
‘whether if it were decided to compensate brewers and distillers, it would not be just to 
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consider the propriety of compensating those who, being patrons of brewers and dis- 
tillers, have been impoverished thereby. Would it not be fair and just to take up both 
sides of the question ?—A brewer's establishment is a financial investment, but the 
drinking of beer is a voluntary matter. 

31721. Should not compensation apply in one case as well as in the other ?—Have 
not brewers entered into this business and invested money in plant, prepared to take 
the risk and consequence of their investment? Should not, I repeat, the same principle 
of business apply to one case as to the other !—TI should think so. That would seem to 
me to be a matter to be arranged on a regular scale; I am not prepared to enter into 
that Gores 

31722. Do you regard a prohibitory law as really a sumptuary law in accordance 
with the pr oper meaning of the term ?—To a certain extent I do. 

31723. Is it really so?—I can only say that I think, to a certain extent, it is. It 
controls the consumption or denies the consumption of certain articles which come within 
the ordinary range of foods. Porter is a very necessary article for certain purposes and 
it is beneficial, or at least it is found to be so from the experience of medical men. 

31724. Asa Judge, having to deal with the criminal classes, have you found many 
members of the criminal classes charged with serious crime to be total abstainers /—I 
cannot answer that enquiry, because I never put the question as to whether a man is a 

. total abstainer or not. The fact of his having used intoxicating liquors will come up 
incidentally, but the fact whether he is a temperate man or total abstainer never comes 
up. I would have to possess personal knowledge in order to determine that matter. 

31725. Have you observed that any considerable proportion of those brought before 
you charged with crimes are either themselves drunkards or associated with drunkards, 
or are caught about drinking places?—I have no doubt that a total abstainer is less 
likely to become a criminal, or to be brought before the criminal courts in connection 
with any breach of the criminal law than a man addicted to drink. The effect of drink 
on a man mentally is to dull his perception of right and wrong. 


By Judge McDonald : 


31726. Would you apply that remark to every class of cases? We read in the 
newspapers that a large proportion of those parties in the United States at the present 
day who commit forgeries on banks and similar crimes are men who lead irreproachable, 
moral lives ?—A large number of them do. 

31727. Take commercial crimes, such as forgery and embezzlement: are they com- 
mitted by drunkards ?—I do not think so. 

31728. Then it is a matter of class of crime? 
assault, and everything of that sort. 

31729. You have suggested that you think it would be wise if the temperance 
people would turn their thoughts and their actions towards securing a better license 
law, and having it more thoroughly enforced. Have you considered “the subject from 
this point of view : that a great many temperance people look upon a license law as asin, 
and would say that they could not consistently adopt that course? We have had such 
witnesses before this Commission.—I cannot deal with a man like that. 

31730. You would not consider that question from the point of view that licensing 
itself is wrong? You have not perhaps considered it from that point of view /—No. 

31731. You have formed the opinion that you think people who desire to promote 
temperance should use a license law or other means of bringing about that result ?—I 
can understand a man of religious tendencies holding the extreme view ; at the same 
time he would arrive at the conclusion on proper grounds. But it is impossible to legislate 
for a class of people of that description. I should like to see the possibility of doing so, 
but I cannot. 
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tEORGE TURNER ORTON, M.D., of Winnipeg, on being duly sworn, deposed 


as follows :— ; 
By Judge McDonald : 


31732. Do you hold any official position 7—Yes ; Iam Medical Inspector of Indians 
for the Province of Manitoba. 

31733. Do you hold any official position in connection with the Canadian Pacific 
Railway ’—Not at present ; I have done so. 

31734. Through what district do you travel in discharging your duties ?—I travel 
through different parts of the’ province where the Indian reserves are—in the district of 
Lake Manitoba, Lake Winnipeg, Lake Winnipegoosis, up the Saskatchewan, and as far 
as Cumberland House. 

31735. How long have you held your present position !—Four years. 

31736. How long have you resided in Manitoba ?—I have resided here since 1883, 
I visited the country two years before that time. 

31737. Is any part of the district, of which you have spoken, in the North-west 
Territories /—Yes ; a portion is in the North-west’ Territories. 

21738. In which of the divisions ?—It will be in Saskatchewan. 

21739. Do you go up to Prince Albert 7—Not so far as that, not further than 
Cumberland House. 

31740. Will you kindly state your opinion, formed from your experience, of the 
working of the license law at present in force in this province ?—I think, upon the whole, 
it works very fairly. 

31741. Are there any amendments which suggest themselves to you from what you 
have seen of the operation of the Act !—Not particularly. I think the law, if thoroughly 
carried out, is a very good law, as a license law. 

31742. So far as your observation has gone, has it been pretty well observed ?—I 
think it has been on the whole, considering the great difficulty there is in carrying out 
such a law. 

31743. Will you be good enough to state to the Commission what has been your 
observation of the working of the law in the North-west Territories ?—In the North- 
west Territories the law that has been in force was, of course, a permit system. That 
Ido not think worked well. I know as a fact, from experience I have had in the 
North-west, especially during the time that I was Medical Superintendent of construc- 
tion, during the building of the Canadian Pacific Railway, that it was continuously 
infringed, and I have had occasion to go up through the Territories a good deal since, 
and I have found large quantities of spirits of a very inferior character, shipped in there 
and largely used. 

31744. Do you refer to the country north of the line of the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way !—South of Qu’Appelle and even north. Ge 

31745, Can you, as a medical man, express an opinion as to what articles were 
used in the decoction and adulteration of these liquors?—I cannot. I believe that 
sulphuric acid was used in some instances. 

31746. Is that the same as bluestone?—Yes. It is stated that sulphuric acid was 
used in small quantities. 

31747. Was tobacco also used ?—Yes; I have reason to believe so. I have not 
made an examination of liquors of that kind, but I hear that such was the case. 

31748. Have you been there since the license law went into force !—No. 

31749. Have you studied the question of prohibition /—To some extent. Formerly, 
as a member of the House of Commons, I gave some attention to the subject, when it 
was under discussion. : 

31750. I understand that you were for some years a member of the House of 
Commons ?—For fourteen years. I paid attention to the question at that time. 

31751. From your knowledge of this country as a resident here, and also from your 
knowledge as one who has studied the question, do you think that a general prohibitory 
law, prohibiting the importation, manufacture and sale of liquors as a beverage in this 
country, can be carried out !—I do not think it can be carried out effectually. 
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31752. If such a law were enacted, would you favour the granting of compensation 
to distillers and brewers for the loss of their machinery and plant gate decidedly would, 
as I think it would be nothing but just. 

31753. Asa professional man of long experience, can you say whether much of the 
sickness you have had to treat has been caused by indulgence in alcoholic drink /—Not a 
large amount. A comparatively small amount is traceable direc ‘tly to the use of intox1- 
cating liquors. The cases that come under me of people who drink to excess are com- 
paratively few. 

31754. What in your judgment and from your experience, is the best mode ot 
dealing with the whole question “of intoxicating liquors ; is it by unfettered sale, or by a 
license law, or by prohibition ?/—My idea has een and still is that a good livatise law, 
permitting the sale of light wines and beer in public places and entire ely prohibiting in 
public bar-rooms and saloons the sale of spirituous liquors, would be more likely to be 
carried out, because popular opinion would support such a law, and it would be more 
easily and effectually carried out. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


31755. You have spoken in regard to adulteration. Have you spoken of what you 
have heard, or do you know of sulphuric acid and similar drugs being used /—TI do not 
know. I ee these adulterations were contained in such liquors as were smuggled 
into the country from the United States. I think they are very injurious. 

31756. You have spoken of the system in the North-west not being a prohibition 
system but a system of permit, which in your opinion did not work well /—My opinion 
is, that this was simply owing to the fact that the people would obtain a certain quan- 
tity of liquor, and so long as it was profitable for the people to bring it in they would 
do so in the face of the law, and in the face of the large body of North-west Mounted 
Police. 

31757. Have you reason to believe that there was considerable smuggling /—I am 
very certain of it, I have good reason to think so, and I have some knowledge of it. 

31758. Do you think that the permit system in the North-west was faithfully 
carried out ?—I think it was exercised as faithfully as a law of that description could 
be, so far as I could judge. 

31759. To what do you attribute the steady increase in thé number of permits 
granted and in the increase in quantity of liquor entering the Territories under the 
permit system ?—Simply owing to the fact that the population largely increased, and 
it was very difficult for the Lieutenant-Governor to refuse permits to those who were 
considered to be respectable people and who would apply for permits. 

31760. It is no doubt true that there was an increase of population, but it must be 
remembered that the increase of population was not nearly as great, comparatively, as 
the increase in the permitted quantity of liquor. For instance in 1883, the quantity of 
liquor entering the North-west Territories by permit was 6,736 gallons, and in 1890, it 
was 153,670 gallons. That is about twenty-five times as much in 1890 as in 1883, as 
against an increase in population amounting to two and a half times the number at the 
earlier date. Is it not a fact that the permit system was indiscriminately used, instead 
of being judiciously used ?—My opinion is, that up to 1883, the C. P. R. was not com- 
pleted through but was simply being built, and of course there was not anything like the 
population in the country, and these men who had previously flourished on the sale of 
liquor could not make it profitable on account of the sparseness of the population, and 
the fact was that liquor was smuggled and got in by nefarious means. J think 
that is the simple explanation of the position. , 

31761. Since 1888 or 1889 permits have been issued?—You are talking entirely 
about permits I observe. 

31762. Yes, entirely. Since 1889 permits have been given to bring in 100 gallons 
or more for sale, and in these years the quantity hag run up to 150, 670 gallons. Do 
you think during the earlier years there was sufficient smuggling to make the difference 
between 6,736 and 153,000 ?—I think there was considerable difference in population. 

31763. Do you suppose there is any smuggling now carried on ?—I do. 
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31764. So the permission of the sale does not entirely do away with smuggling ? 
—It does away with a very large portion of it, but those making profit out of it in that 
way still continue to carry it on to some extent. 

31765. You have stated that general prohibition cannot be carried out. Will you 
please tell the Commission why !—Simply from the fact that popular opinion is not in 
favour of it, notwithstanding the recent vote in this Province. 

31766. What do you understand by that vote?—I understand by it that nine- 
tenths of the votes were given, in my opinion, simply because the people thought it was 
respectable to vote on that side, without giving any consideration to the question 
itself. 

31767. Is there any significance in the fact that so many people thought it respect- 
able to vote on that side ?—The significance largely arises from this, that our clergy- 
men have taken a very great deal of interest, and properly so, no doubt, in trying to 
stem the evils of intemperance. I think our church-going people very often, without 
considering the question at all in its practical bearing and as to whether such a measure 
would be likely to prove successful, have voted for a prohibition measure. At the same 
time, I do not think that'the people to-morrow would feel sufficiently interested in the 
subject to assist in any way the officers of the law in carrying out such a measure. I do 
not believe any large number of them would make it a special object to do so. 

31768. That is a matter of opinion, because we have not had the opportunity. But 
do you think the church-going people to whom you have referred and who have rolled 
up so large a vote are the people who do not give consideration to the practical bearing 
of matters like this, and do you believe that the consideration of the practical bearing 
of this question rests exclusively with those who are of the other way of thinking ?—My 
opinion is that, and it is derived from some little experience. We had an extreme way 
of regarding temperance in Ontario, where I lived. All the counties surrounding the 
little town where I resided for 25 years voted in favour of the adoption of the Scott 
Act. That Act was carried by majorities, very much in the same way as this vote has 
been carried in regard to prohibition ; but in a few years the utter absurdity of the Act 
in its effects upon intoxication became plain to every one, and the people were almost 
unanimous in desiring to do away with the law. That leads me to believe that the 
same course will be taken here by those who have voted in favour of prohibition with- 
out giving any consideration whatever to the question in its practical bearings. As 
soon as they have witnessed the attempt to carry out prohibition, they will come to the 
same conclusion as did the people in Wellington, Grey and Bruce and other counties 
surrounding the county in which I lived. . 

31769. Take the Maritime Provinces, that adopted the Scott Act in a majority of 
the counties in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island, repeated 
attempts have been made to repeal the Act, but in very few cases has it been repealed. 
How do you account for that condition of affairs /—It may be owing to some local state 
of affairs. I am only speaking from experience and from what il have seen. 

31770. Do you think the same state of things would obtain here ; might not the 
same state of things obtain here as obtains now in the Maritime Provinces !—I do not 
think so. Take, for instance, breweries. Every farmer in the country is well aware 
that the breweries are of immense value to him, as offering him a market for the crop of 
barley for which he has very little sale. The same might be said in respect to rye, 
which is used in the distilling of whisky. Where the material interests of so large a 
body of people are affected, and will be affected injuriously by any attempt at prohi- 
bition, I do not think the same condition would apply to New Brunswick and Nova 
Scotia, where the people do not depend on cereals ; they have no special crops of cereals, 
and are in a different position for that reason. That is one reason why I think the 
experience of the Maritime Provinces would not be borne out here. 

31771. You think the breweries are very valuable to the farmers !—I do. — 

31772. Do you think, if the breweries did not purchase certain products from the 
farmers, they would be able to find markets for this produce at remunerative prices — 
They experience very great difficulty in finding a market tor their coarse grains now, 
and indeed this is one of the problems requiring solution, in order to ensure the pros- 
perity of this great agricultural country. 
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31773. You have spoken in favour of a rigid license law /—Yes. 

31774. Would you have certain prohibitions as to hours /—Certainly. 

31775. Would you prohibit sale during certain hours on the Sabbath !—Certainly. 

31776. And also sale to minors, and Indians, and drunken men ?-— Yes. 

31777. And also sale on election day !—Yes. 

31778. And certain other restrictions /—Yes. 

31779. Why these prohibitions ?—I think these are prohibitions which can be, to 
a certain extent, carried out. 

31780. Are they carried out !—They are, to a certain extent. 

31781. Are the prohibitive provisions of the license law carried out ?—I think they 
are not carried out ; but I know, in fact I feel positive that when these prohibitive 
measures and these obstacles are not in the way of free selling of liquor other than at 
proper times, there is a great deal more drunkenness both on Sunday and on election 
days. We would have a repetition of the old quarrels that formerly occurred on elec- 
tion days if the free selling of intoxicants were permitted, quarrels and disturbances 
which do not occur now. 

31782. Why is the sale of liquor on election day prohibited ?—For many reasons. 
One reason is that it prevents the influence which the free selling or giving of liquor has 
upon the electorate, which influence no doubt differs in portions of the same con- 
stituency. Another reason is, that it conduces to the better preservation of order and 
the prevention of the unseemly quarrels that formerly took place at many of our elections. 

31783. It is conceded, then, that the sale of drink does produce these undesirable 
effects on election day, and in a certain degree on other days. If it is well to prohibit 
the sale for the sake of producing these beneficial results on election days, would it not 
be well, in order to secure similar results, to prohibit it on other days?—I think not. I 
do not think the argument could be carried to that point, simply for the reason that I 
do not think public opinion would back up any effort of that kind to carry the law into 
effect, and I do not think public opinion would back up the officers of the law in carry- 
iny out any such extreme measure as total prohibition, 

31784. You do not regard the expression of the public will at the plebiscite as a 
true expression of public opinion ?—I do not. 

31785. Are people in the habit of doing that kind of thing for fun, as was stated 
yesterday ?—It is very difficult to understand why the people do certain things. It isa 
very common observation that in many cases the populace will follow one another like 
sheep, without thinking for a moment the reason why. I think that is about the way 
in which this plebiscite vote has been carried in this country. I do not think the people 
have taken the trouble to think at all about it. 

31786. Do you think the people who voted “Nay ” did it thinkingly or unthink- 
ingly ?—I think they probably thought it was right to object to it. 

31787. Do you think from your knowledge, that they are people who generally act 
after serious thought, having in view the welfare of the country at large ; while the other 
party, led by the clergy as you have stated, are people who do the unthinking acts and 
vote on one side because it is respectable to do so?—I think in regard to the larger 
bulk of the people that is true. The men who voted “ Nay” would not have voted that 
way without thinking somewhat on the subject. 

31788. It has been suggested that a good many of the votes, perhaps the majority 
of them, were Conservative votes, given with the view of placing the Provincial Govern- 
ment in a “box.” That was the phrase used. Has it occurred to you that there was 
anything in that assertion ?—I cannot think so, and I do not believe there is any reason 
for such a statement being made. 

31789. It was so suggested by one of the witnesses, and I did not know but that 
this might be your opinion ?—No. 

31790. You are a physician, I understand, and you hold an ofticial position, being 
in charge of the Indians in Manitoba ?—Yes. 

31791. Have you found that the use of liquor is injurious to Indians physically or 
otherwise ?—I find this, that Indians if given liquor become almost maniacs, even with 
very small quantities. Liquor certainly changes the character of the Indian very much 
indeed, much more so than that of the white man. 
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31792. Is not the Government careful to prohibit the introduction of liquor upon 
Government Indian reserves !—Yes. 

31793. Have you been successful in keeping liquor away from the Indians, and has 
its absence produced excellent effects ?—Certainly, in the outlying districts. But while 
it 1s strictly prohibited on the reserves, it is a well-known fact that when Indians come 
to Winnipeg or Selkirk they can get all the liquor they want. There are always people 
who are ready to make money by engaging in this illicit traffic. 

31794. Then the prohibitions concerning Indians are violated 7—Yes. 

31795. Has it occurred to you that since such is the case, it would be very well to 
authorize some people there to sell to Indians ?—No, 

—31796--97. Why not ?—I think the Indian race differs greatly from the white race. 
The restrictions of civilization in many other ways besides this which we are discussing, 
have by degrees elevated the white population to such a height, with the great advance 
in the sciences and higher cultivation in every way, as to enable them to indulge in 
spirituous liquors of different descriptions and stimulants to a very large extent without 
recelving any injury, and in many cases with great benefit to the race. I do not think 
such could occur among the ill-cultured and ill-informed Indians, because my experience 
is that if they take liquor at all they always take it to excess. 

31798. Then you think that for the purpose of civilization, it is well to keep it 
away from them?—Yes. 

31799. Are they making progress ?—Yes. 

31800. It is slow progress, I suppose, yet it can be noticed ?— Yes. 

31801. Do you think they will ever come to a condition when they can be put on 
the same plane with respect to intoxicants as the white people occupy, by education ?— 
That is part of the general problem as to what shall be done with the Indian race. We 
know they will not try to earn their own living, at all events the large proportion of 
them, notwithstanding they see starvation before their eyes in the coming winter ; they 
will make no effort whatever to provide for themselves. 

31802. Do vou find the Indians themselves are disposed to obey the lquor prohi- 
bition in regard to them ?—TI think many of them are. 

31803. Then they see the benefit of it?—No doubt they do, at all events a great 
many of them do. : 

31804. Is it proper to infer that the greater intelligence of the white man makes 
him less disposed to obey the law ?—That is rather a speciousargument. All I can say is 
this, that the greater intelligence of white people enables them to use what isa great boon 
to humanity in one sense, and in another one of its greatest curses, in the larger. majority 
of cases without injury to themselves, either intellectually, mentally or physically. _ 

31805. Do you believe that the great majority of those who use intoxicants derive 
benefit from them ?—I think the greater majority of those who use them in moderation 
do so. 

31806. Do the great majority of those who use them at all use them in modera- 
tion ‘— Yes. ; 

31807. Yet you admit it is the greatest curse when used to excess, and you think 
it is desirable to so restrict it, by licensing or in some other way, that these evil effects 
will be minimized ?—-Yes. 

31808. You think licensing will do that !—Yes. ae 

31809. And you would have a license law with rigid prohibitions and severe 
penalties for the violation of those prohibitions 1—Yes. | 

31810. During your observation of the license law, have you observed that it 
regulates, to any extent, the trade !—I am very sure it does. _ 57h : 

31811. Does it regulate the trade in Winnipeg !—I think so; it has done very 
great benefit here. You do not find any disturbances in any of the hotels om Bondsy 
or during prohibited hours, such as occurred formerly when the restrictions were not so 
og ps : 
sree"31812. Does the license law lessen the amount of drinking!—I think it does to 
some extent, and it certainly lessens many other evils, such as quarrelling and unseemly 


conduct. 
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31813. If by this degree of prohibition which is provided under a license law, the 
evils can be minimized, would it be well to endeavour, if possible, to extend the. pro- 
hibition and reduce the evils to nil ?—I do not think so. The only prohibition beyond 
what we have resorted to, I think, has been tried and found unsuccessful, such restric- 
tions as are furnished by the Scott Act, which is a local Act. When that law was 
brought into force, the manufacture and sale we supposed to be forbidden within the 
district, and yet the liquor business was continued even to a larger extent than it had 
been previous to the passage of that law. That is my experience. Wherever an 
attempt is made to enforce a law of that kind, it must fail. The people do not desire to 
have their liberties curtailed to too great an extent. They are willing at the same time 
to suffer curtailment of their liberties where they consider it is for the public good ; but 
T do not think they are willing to submit to any curtailment in order to carry out a 
mere sentiment. 

31814. You do not believe that if a general prohibitory enactment were passed, it 
could be enforced? ‘Do you believe that such a law would have good effects ?—No ; evil 
effects. \ 

31815. Do you think total abstinence is compatible with the best health ?—I do 
not think it is compatible with the best health and the greatest amount of energy, both 
intellectually and physically. I think that the energy of a people who are total pro- 
hibitionists is nothing like the equal of that possessed by a people who take liquor in 
moderation, because I think there are times when a stimulant is the greatest benefit in 
the world, especially after great fatigue. 1 could give you many instances of that kind. 

31816. You mean taken moderately ?--Moderately, if you like. 

31817. Is there any tendency in that case to need the stimulant repeatedly and in 
increasing quantities ?— With some, it is so. 

31818. Only with some ?—Yes. 

31819. Is habitual moderate drinking harmful ?—It is just the same as it is with 
opium. A habit of that kind increases, if you indulge it. 

31820. All things being equal, has an abstainer any better chance of life than an 
habitual drinker ?—I do not think so; I do not think statistics will bear out any such 
assertion. 

31821. Has the total abstainer a better chance of recovery in case of sickness or 
accident !—I do not think he has a better chance than the moderate drinker. There are 
some diseases, infectious diseases, in which the hard drinker does not combat the disease 
well. But take fevers and many other diseases it is generally the opinion of medical 
men that those who take stimulants in moderation will withstand the diseases better. 

31822. Why do life insurance companies refuse risks on habitual drinkers, IT am not 
speaking of excessive drinkers ?—I am not aware that that is the case. I have been 
examiner for life insurance companies for over thirty years in my practice, and I do not 
remember a case refused where a man drank moderately and took stimulants in modera- 
tion. Probably you include those who take liquor in excess among habitual drinkers. 

31823. I am referring to men drinking habitually, it may be a glass of wine at 
each meal or a glass of beer ?—I do not think any insurance examiner, and I have been 
examiner for a number of companies, would do so. 

31824, Are the children of the moderate drinker more likely to become intemperate 
than the children of the total abstainer ?/—I do not think so. I have even seen sons of 
temperance men become great drunkards, and sons of drinking men become abstainers. 

31825. I spoke of the rule ?—There is no rule. 

31826. Have you noticed what are likely to be the effects on the offspring of intem- 
perance on the part of the parents ?—If excessive use is indulged in continuously and 
habitually, there are some injurious effects caused. I have not, however, observed any 
particular rule on this matter, and I have paid a good deal of attention on this subject. 

31827. So you think, looking the matter all over, that the use of intoxicants in 
moderation is not harmful? Will you please define moderation? I find it is a very 
variable term and that the definition is wonderfully elastic?—I think we are all con- 
stituted differently, and what is moderation to one would be very great immoderation to 
another. We all know very well that some people can take only a very small quantity 
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of stimulant. I have known men who could not take a teaspoonful out of an ordinary 
teacup without it making them almost ill. 

31828. Then it is a matter of temperament, I suppose ?—It is the same with many 
medicines and with inany kinds of nourishment. Some men, if they take fish become 
ill, and it is so in like manner with the use of liquor. There are some who cannot take 
the smallest quantity ; and, therefore, it is very important to them that they should 
know what they can bear and be guided by that amount. 

31829. You have stated that some men seem to be affected by liquor, more or Jess, 
according to their temperament, and they do not appear to stop to think of that point. 
Would it not be well to have every man undergo a medical examination, and then he 
might be able to get a license to say whether he could drink or not drink ?—I am afraid 
the process would be a very expensive one. 

31830. Would that be in accordance with your view ?—That is not necessary. 
Every man is a law to himself, and he generally knows pretty well when he is going 
wrong, to use a common expression. 


Ly Judge McDonald : 


31831. If you came across a man who cannot be a law to himself, would you inter- 
fere in such a case with those who can be laws to themselves, or would you interfere 
with that particular individual? Taking the man who is in the habit of drinking 
habitually, what would you do?—The habitual drunkard should be punished at all 
events. 

31832, Which would you think the better remedy : to send a man to jail for a 
few days, or to place him in some institution with a view to permanent reformation !— 
Of course a man who becomes a continuous drunkard—a regular drunkard, is in a 
decidedly different condition from an ordinary man, and the proper way for the Govern- 
ment to deal with him is to treat him as if he were on that point insane. There are 
institutions where a man of that kind can be properly treated until he has gained com- 
mand of himself and again become a rational human being. 

31833. Do you know any country in the. world in which there is total prohibition 
of the drinking of liquor /—There is in Turkey, I believe. 

31834. Is it not a rule of faith there? We have the evidence of the Rev. Dr. 
Stewart before us, that in the Fiji Islands there is such a system of compulsory prohibi- 
tion, and there only ?—I have heard so. 

31835. Taking Maine, where liquor has not been allowed to be sold or kept for 
sale, can you not make an estimate as to the effects of total abstinence, looking upon 
the people of Maine as a total abstinence community !—No, I cannot possibly do so. 

31836. From your knowledge of the working of the Scott Act, do you consider that 
the people of Scott Act counties should be classed as total abstainers /—No ; they never 
were so. 

31837. You have been asked as to whether the prohibitory clauses of the license 
law as to election days and so on are observed. Have you considered as to whether 
these clauses prohibiting the sale on election days, and on Sunday, commend themselves 
to the judgment and conscience of a far larger portion of the community than any such 
measure as prohibition? Does that account for the circumstance that prohibition on 
these days is well observed ?—I think so. ; 

31838. From your observation and knowledge of this rule in regard to elections, Is 
there anything to prevent the people in any place where this sale on election days is 
prohibited laying in on the day previous a private supply, sufficient to enable them to 
tide over the following day /—That is done, and we all know it. wry 

31839. So there is no comparison between prohibition for one day and prohibition 
on the people permanently /—No, the circumstances are quite different. 

31840. Have you seen the operation of the Scott Act in the Maritime Provinces — 


No. 


31841. Have you been in any place in any of the provinces where this state of 
things existed: where the Scott Act was enacted, and by a sort of unwritten system a 
plan was adopted of regularly fining the people engaged in the traffic a sufhicient amount, 
almost equal to a heavy license 7—T have not seen that. 
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31842. Would that be a sufficient inducement to the people to keep the enactment 
in force and save themselves from taxation ?—I have not meant to say that it really did 
not cost them so much during the Scott Act,time as when licenses were issued. 

31843. If you found a section of the province where the Scott Act was in force 
and where that law was carried out, and where no eftort was made to secure a second 
conviction, with increased fine, on third conviction, would that fact lead you to believe 
that such a license system, carried out efficiently, would be the best measure to adopt ? 
-—I think so; I think it has been done. 

31844. In regard to the North-west Territories, where you have had some ex- 
perience, are you able to form an opinion at to why less liquor went in under the permit 
system during the first year of its operation proportionately, than during later years, 
and further, that when permits increased, smuggling increased as regards the quantity 
admitted ?—I cannot say positively that my observation would carry out that idea. 
With regard to the North-west Territories, there was an entirely different state of 
things after the construction of the C. P. R., when the people were able to live more in 
towns and the population was not so scattered as it was before, and when, as we all 
know, a great deal of liquor was consumed on account of the social conditions of the 
people, which, as I have stated, were entirely changed after the construction of the rail- 
way. In 1883, the road was being built through the Territories. That is the only ex- 
planation I have to offer in regard to the sale. 

31845. Did the building of the railway make it much easier to bring in Nidaee 
illegally ?—I believe it did to some extent. On the other hand, in other particulars it 
made it more difficult to bring it across the boundary. 

31846. Have you any reason to know why so much was brought in by smuggling 
and by the railway, and why it was found impossible to prevent it ?—I think that was 
the case very largely. 

31847. In that way, I suppose, we may account for the larger quantity admitted, 
and which, of course, shows a large increase!—It is a well known fact that at one time 
the character of the liquor admitted into the North-west Territories was almost like 
poison, but still the people drank it. There was a very strong feeling in favour of 
greater liberty under the permit system. I know that as a fact, simply because people 
were often compelled or tempted to bring in liquors that were not fit for use, whereas by 
the extension of the permit system they would have been able to obtain proper, healthy 
and unadulterated liquors. 

31848. You believe that was one end in view ?—That was a very strong reason 
why the increase was allowed. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


31849. I notice in the report of Col. Herchmer of the North-west Mounted Police 
for 1888, he says :— 


I believe that license is considered the remedy for all the troubles in connection with the present 
situation, and having lived in Manitoba in the old days, when a permit was required, and when it 
was only responsible people who were able to procure them, and having lived in that portion of the 
Province since the license law was extended to it, and having during all the time I lived there occu- 
pied positions which occasioned continually travelling over a larger section of the country than any 
other resident, I believe that I possess sufficient information to speak with some authority on this 
question, and I unhesitatingly affirm that under the permit system and the North-west Act, as then 
interpreted by our judges, there was less intoxication among the whites, according to population ; 
and there can be no comparison between the quantity of liquor then supplied to Indians and the 
quantity they have obtained since that portion of the province was, as certain people call it, emanci- 
pated. The extraordinary powers of the North-west Mounted Police, it being in their power to 
search forthwith, without process of law wherever intoxicating liquors are-supposed to be in posses- 
sion, these powers are of no effect where permits are held, and consequently great difficulty is exper- 
ienced in obtaining convictions against the dealers. Search has been frequently made by us where 
we were assured liquor was sold. The liquor was found but a permit was always produced to cover 
it. Our powers are therefore abrogated when permits are freely issued. During the year an inno- 
vation was established by licensing the sale of beer of an alcoholic strength not exceeding 4 per cent. 
A fair test has not yet been made, and the results are not yet apparent. So far, the number of per- 
mits issued apparently has not decreased. It will be difficult to prevent the sale of beer of greater 
alcoholic strength. None but a chemical expert could determine the amount of alcohol in any par- 
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ticular beer, and therefore it would be difficult in this district to obtain a conviction for a stronger 
beer than that licensed. Druggists have exceptional facilities for selling, of which some have taken 
advantage. W hisky or brandy under the name of “tonic” exhibits quite as exhilarating effects as 
under its own plain name. i. 

Have you observed that as the result of your observation in the North-west Terri- 
tories !—I cannot say so, because I have not been in an equal position to judge. I 
would, however, be inclined to doubt it myself. \ 

31850. Do you think Commissioner Herchmer’s opportunities would be quite as 
good as those of any person who only visits the Territories occasionally !—I think so. 
You must recollect that his position as head of the Mounted Police does not place him 
in as good a position to find out these matters as that occupied by some other people, 
and he probably made these remarks from his own observation, which would extend 
over a very limited sphere, I should imagine, in the discharge of his duties. 

31851. When you spoke about smuggling, I suppose you spoke not from your per- 
sonal observation over a very large area, but from common ‘eport?—From some 
observation. 

31852. Would it be very extensive observation —I was backward and forward 
through the North-west Territories for a number of years, even after the construction 
of the road. I had to go to British Columbia, where I had business, every year, and of 
course, I-had many facilities for ascertaining, through personal knowledge, that this 
business to which I refer is done. 

31853. Speaking about the election law prohibiting the giving and sale of liquor on 
election days, is that law ever violated ?—I have not the slightest doubt that it is. 
There are men who go with liquor in their pockets to the polling places, making the law 
a dead letter. 

31854. Then there is still more or less drinking !—There is very little, comparatively 
speaking. 

31855. Do you regard this violation of the law as demonstrative of the uselessness 
of the law ?—I do not think it demonstrates the uselessness of the law. I think the law 
is very useful, in spite of the violation, to the extent indicated. 

31856. If there was a prohibitory law and there were violations, would these 
violations demonstrate the uselessness of the law !—On account of the public feeling 
being really not in accord with total prohibition, a great deal of injury would be done, 
both to the moral character of the people and also to the people generally, by the enact- 
ment of such a law. 

31857. Why, in your opinion, would it damage the character of the people, when 
it would be the violation of a law to prevent an evil thing and not to authorize an evil 
thing /—It depends on what you consider to be an evil thing. 

31858. The evil of the drink trade!—I do not consider the proper and moderate 
use of either malt liquors or spirituous liquor, unadulterated, as a public injury. 

31859. But you have stated you would place severe prohibitions around the trade? 
—Such as are absolutely necessary for public peace and order, and for preventing 
people doing an injury to their neighbours. a; 

31860. Do you think a violation of these prohibitions has a demoralizing effect !—I 
think so. : 

31861. Would it not be as well to resort to prohibition ?—I think not, because it is 
over a very limited extent. Of course that decision has been given by majorities ot 
people over limited areas, and they are only occasional instances. 

31862. How are we to get at public opinion? You do not attach any importance 
to the plebiscite in Manitoba ?—We hope your Commission will do a great deal. — 

31863. That is why we are questioning you and other witnesses?—That 1s the 
reason I am giving you my opinions. | As 

31864. We may not be able to obtain public opinion, as well as the people may be 
ss it at the ballot box ?—I think experience will show us a great deal how 
far the public will go. We have had experience of the Scott Act. That Act was 
largely encouraged by the people because they thought it might do some good, but as 
they found, by practical experience, it proved to be a dead letter, the people were ae 
to get rid of it. With that experience and with that knowledge, I think it would be 


able to expre 
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very unwise for any legislation to be enacted, either by the local or Dominion Legis- 
lature, in favour of total prohibition. 

31865. Do you think the Scott Act a dead failure /—Generally it was. 

31866. Do you think it would damage the trade of Winnipeg if the liquor trade 
were not permitted in this city !—Yes, if total prohibition were attempted in Winnipeg. 

31867. I understand you have fifty licensed drink shops in Winnipeg ?—They are 
principally hotels. 

31868. These fifty licensed houses would probably gather in about $600,000 a year. 
Do you think it would be an injury to the business of Winnipeg if they were no longer 
allowed to carry on their business and that the money would be turned into other 
channels /—A great deal of that money*would be turned into channels in which Winni- 
peg would not be benefited. The people cannot keep it in their own pockets, but must 
use it in some way, and by employing it in different ways they benefit general trade. 

31869. Do you think that the $600, 000is as well and pr ofitably distr ibuted by the fifty 
men who obtain it as it would be by the several hundreds of men and their families who 
transfer the money into the hands of these fifty men for the time being? Do they 
really receive great benefit /—I do not think they do, though of course they obtain a 
certain equivalent. The men probably take alcohol, in a large number of cases, because 
they think it adds to their own pleasure, comfort and happiness. 

31870. Does it do so’—We might carry on this discussion for some time. I can, 
of course, give an illustration. All the toys and fancy goods in Winnipeg are of no use, 
and are of course not of the full value of the money paid for them ; but it does not follow 
that these toys should be entirely done away with, simply on the ground that they are 
useless, for by buying them you give circulation to many a dollar. 

31871. Do you consider that a dollar spent on children in this way is more properly 
spent than a dollar spent in liquor ?—I do not think it is necessary for a father to go 
home in a state of “ fuddle,” if he conducts himself as the majority of people do. Are 
you assuming that the great majority of people are drunkards? 

31872. Supposing he takes the toys home to the boys and girls or spends the dollar 
in drink and has a sort of a jolly air, feels comfortable, which is the more profitable to 
himself and family? Are the cases parallel?—I think they are. The use of liquor 
in moderation does a man’s family no harm, and is perhaps less injurious to the 
material prosperity of his family than spending a lot of money in useless toys and decor- 
ations. At the same time, I do not see why the other should be forbidden. Why 
should not the children have their pleasure, and why at the same time should not a 
man take what is good for his health and pleasant to himself, so long as he does not 
take too much of it 4 

31873. You, as a physician, have come into contact with such families ?—A 
great deal. 

31874. Have you obser ved whether the dr inking habits of the father have had 
injurious effects in any degree on domestic conditions !—I have found a great deal of 
unhappiness among those who have taken liquor to excess. 

31875. Do a great number take liquor to excess /—No, not a great number. 

31876. Do you think the number would amount to 5 per cent of the people ?—I 
do not think so. 

31877. Would it amount to 2 per cent ?—Probably. 


GEORGE TURNER ORTON. 
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PATRICK LAWLER, of Winnipeg, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


31878. You are Governor of the Jail, I believe 7—Yes. 

31879. Is the jail for the county and for the city !—It is the district jail. 

31880. What is the nameof the district?—The Eastern Judicial District of Manitoba, 

31881. How long have you resided in Winnipeg ?—About 18 years. 

31882. Did you come here from one of the other provinces /—No, I came here from 
the old country. 

31883. How long have you been Governor of the jail !—About:12 years. 

31884. Do you find a large proportion of the prisoners committed to jail are there 
through drunkenness, directly or indirectly —Very few are committed there for 
drunkenness. 

31885. What is done with those who are committed to jail for drunkenness ?— 
The police dispose of them at the police station. 

31886. So only a small proportion come to the jail through drunkenness ?—A very 
small number. 

31887. Of those who come to the jail on account of other offences, is there a large 
proportion of cases which might be attributed to drunkenness indirectly ?—-I record the 
prisoners as they come in, and obtain from them an account of the extent to which they 
use intoxicating liquors. I have found that about one-half have been given to the 
use of intoxicating liquor in excess. That is the fact as obtained from their own state- 
ments to myself. 

31888. Have you reason to believe that the report is true !—I have reason to believe 
it is true in a good many cases. 

31889. Do you find that to be the case both among males and females !— Yes. 

31890. Do you find it about the same in regard to prisoners who are committed 
for offences that are sometimes called offences of a commercial character, such as forgery 
and crimes of that kind : are the parties given to the use of drink !—They are. 

31891. Have you found them the same as the others in that respect /—Yes. 

31892. And you have found it so in regard to people who are given to burglary ?— 
Yes, in regard to a good many of them. 

31893. About the same proportion as the others /—Yes. 

31894. Have you any persons committed to jail for selling illicitly ?—I have none 
in at present for that offence, but I had a good many in former years, about 1879, 1880 
and in 1889. 

31895. They were for selling liquor contrary to the license law 1—Yes, and for 
sending liquor through the country. 

31896. You have not so many cases now /—No, I have not had so many prisoners 
of that kind for a number of years. The chief cases occurred when the railway was 
going up from Rat Portage and the east ; a great many were brought up who were 
peddling whisky on the line. 

31897. I suppose your district then had larger boundaries than it has at present ! 
—Yes, it went as far as Port Arthur. 

31898. Have you, as a citizen of Winnipeg, observed the working of the license 


law ?—I have not given any attention to it. : 
31899. So far as you know, has it worked satisfactorily or otherwise !—NSo far as I 


understand, it has worked satisfactorily. ’ — 
31900. Are there any amendments you desire to suggest to the Commission iI 


could not say. ate Ree Rae: 
31901. Have you ever lived in a country where prohibition was in force ?—Never. 


31902. Have ‘you ever visited such a country /—No. 
31903. How many prisoners are in jail now !—Twenty-eight. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 
31904. In regard to those 28 prisoners, what would be their crimes principally ?— 
Petty larceny. 
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31905. Men and women both ?—There are a few men in for vagrancy, no women. 

31906. Are there any boys and girls about 15 and 16 years old /—No. 

31907. Perhaps you do not have them committed to jail so young !—We had some 
young people a few years ago. 

31908. Of the 28 prisoners, would you be able to judge whether most of them were 
drinking people or not ?—TI could not judge. I know that a few of them were pretty 
hard drinkers. 

31909. So you have observed that half of the people under your charge are given 
to drinking, more or less /—Yes. 


LOUIS W. COUTLEE of Winnipeg, Barrister, on being duly sworn, deposed as 
follows :— 


By Judge McDonald ; 


31910. Do you hold any official position !—I command the Field Battery here. I 
have held Government offices here, quite a number of them. 

31911. How long have you resided in this city ?—I have been here about 11 years. 

31912. Have you been connected with the Canadian Pacific Railway Company ?— 
IT had some experience in the portion of the province east of here at the time of the 
dispute with the Province of Ontario. I had then jurisdiction in that district which 
was called Section B, and Section 15, and of course most of the prosecutions in that 
district were respecting the liquor traffic, and I was Deputy Attorney General for the 
Province of Manitoba. : 

31913. Was there any license !aw in force down there at that time /—No, with the 
exception of the Public Works Act. 

31914. That Act you sought to enforce, I believe ?—We were endeavouring to 
enforce that Act in the immediate vicinity of the railway. At that time we were under 
the jurisdiction of the Province of Manitoba, and we sought to enforce our own laws 
and to issue licenses. There were difficulties about issuing licenses within the locality 
covered by the Public Works Act, which was a quarter of a mile each way from the 
track. 

31915. Did you succeed in issuing licenses —I do not think we did. We had no 
opportunity of testing our own License Act, and of course there was absolute prohibition 
under the Public Works Act for a quarter of a mile on each side of the track. 

31916. And beyond that ?—There were practically no settlements whatever. The 
whole of the population of that district, with the exception of some lumbering camps at 
Lake Francis and Rainy River, was within the quarter-mile limit. 

31917. Did you have any difficulty in enforcing the Act and keeping liquor from 
the people ?—We had great diticulty, and smuggling was carried on from the north-west 
angle of Minnesota, which was the great smuggling point, and liquor was brought from 
there to the district in the vicinity of the Lake of the Woods. 

31918. In what kinds of vessels was it brought ?—It was brought in almost every 
conceivable way. It was brought in eggs. The contents of eggs were blown out, and 
they were filled with cheap whisky. It was also brought in coal oil cans, but that 
which was brought in this way was not equal to the quantities that came over the line of 
the Canadian Pacific Railway on hand ears. 

31919, Then it was practically impossible to keep liquor from coming along the 
line /—We occasionally got a case against offenders. 

31920. Have you yourself observed the working of prohibition im any other section 
of the country /—I cannot say that I have. I have noticed the effect of the law in 
several local option places. 

31921. I believe you formerly resided at Hull, where there was a license law in 
force !—In the County of Ottawa some steps were taken to introduce the Scott Act, but 

Patrick LAWLER. 
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I do not recollect.any place in which it was ever passed ; I know that it was in force at 
one time in Pontiac, but that was quite a while ago. Of course prohibition is in force 
in the State of Maine. 

31922. Have you ever been there /—Yes, very frequently in the summer months. 

31923. How was the law observed there !—It was practically not observed. 

31924. Were you able to get liquor!—I had no difficulty about getting liquor, 
except that I had to go down to the cellar for it ; but in the hotels, you had not even to 
do that. 

31925. Have you had any experience in the North-west Territories ?—Very little. 
I have, of course, been in the North-west Territories. ; 

31926. In what part have you been?—I have been in the eastern part. I have 
never been there sufficiently long to enable me to express an opinion ; in fact, I am not 
competent to express an opinion in regard to the working of that law. 

31927. Have you considered the question of prohibition !—I cannot say that I have 
studied the question of prohibition as it is generally understood. 

31928. I mean the prohibition of the manufacture, importation and sale of liquor ? 
—Quite so. 

31929. Judging from your experience in the cases you have spoken of, do you con- 
sider it would be feasible to enforce such a law /—I do not think it would be possible to 
enforce such a law, prohibiting the sale, unless the manufacture and importation were 
also prohibited, and that, I suppose, would not be possible with our boundary. You 
might prohibit the manufacture to a large extent, but our boundary is so extensive I am 
certain there would be smuggling. 

31930. Were there any illicit stills in the North-west Territories /—I am not certain 
about there being any there ; we formerly had them in the County of Ottawa. 

31931. What articles did they use in making the liquor ?—They generally used 
potatoes. 

31932. We found in the Province of Quebec that the illicit stills largely used 
molasses : was that also used in Ottawa ?—Stills were found in which the Inspectors said 
molasses had been used. 


ALEXANDER A. AIRD, of Winnipeg, Clerk of the Police Court, on being duly 
sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


31933. How long have you resided in Winnipeg ?—Nearly 11 years. 

31934. How long have you been Clerk of the Police Court /—A little over 10 

ears. 

31935. Did you come from one of the other provinces /—I came from Ontario. 

31936. What part of Ontario ?—In the vicinity of Cobourg. 

31937. Was a prohibitory enactment in force there /—The Scott Act has been in 
force there for some time. 

31938. How did you find it work there ?—It did not work very well. 

31939. That would be in the Counties of Northumberland and Durham /—Yes. 

31940. Then you did not find it a success !—No. 

31941. It was not successfully enforced, I suppose ?—It was not enforced, and there 
was no machinery with which to enforce it. 2 

31942. Have you seen prohibition in force in any other country !—No. 

31943. The Commission had evidence from the Police Magistrate in regard to the 
city police court, and he told the Commissioners that the persons charged with drunken- 
ness averaged about two a day for the business days of the court. Do you agree with 
him in that statement ?—That would be for the total days in the year; you could not 
consider it for business days, because there are drunkards on Sunday. The large propor- 


tion of the drunkards are repeaters. 
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31944. Are there more convictions than individuals /—Yes. 

31945. Have you many known as the class of repeaters, on Sunday !—I suppose 
there are about 15. 

31946. Have you any that repeat very often !—There are some. 

31947. Judging from your experience with such cases, do you think a better system 
to adopt would be to keep on the present system of dealing with these people, or to lock 
them up in some institution for a certain length of time oT think it would be better to 
plaée them in some institution for a time. 

31948. Do you mean an asylum ?—Yes. 

31949. Do you find these terms of imprisonment have any reformative effect /—I 
think not. 

31950. Can you state the number of persons convicted last year for drunkenness !— 
About 560. 

31951. How many other cases were tried in the court !—About 1,260 cases were tried. 

31952. Were there any of the other cases attributable to drunkenness!—Some of 
them. 

31953. Do you mean assaults and offences of that kind ?—I do not remember assaults, 
but I remember some larceny cases were attributed to drunkenness. 

31954. From your official experience, are you able to suggest any amendment in 
the law respecting the sale of intoxicating liquor !—I have not considered the question. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


31955. Have you a statement of the number of arrests for drunkenness for this 
year, I mean the year ending 30th September, 1892 ?—I do not remember the figures. 

31956. Was there any increase or decrease of cases !—There was an increase in 
the total number of cases, but I think a decrease in the cases of drunkenness. 

31957. Do you have many cases of juvenile offenders!—Very few. 

31958. Are you able to say whether any proportion of the thefts, cases of vagrancy 
and offences by children are attributable, if not to the drinking of the persons them- 
selves, to the drinking of parents or guardians !—Some cases of petty larceny and some 
other cases are attributable to that cause, and also some cases of vagrancy. Some of 
these people do nothing but beg, and when they obtain alms they spend the money on 
drink. Those cases are attributable to the use of liquor. 

31959. Leaving the drunks aside altogether: of the other cases that come before 
your court, are you in a position to say whether any proportion of them are directly or 
indirectly attributable to the drink habit and to the drink trade ?’—I can say that some 
of them are. \ 

31960. What proportion : do you think 25 per cent ?—No, I do not think so. In 
my opinion, I would be safe in saying 10 per cent of them. 

31961. Of all offences, other than drunkenness, that come before you, how many of 
the offenders are drunkards ?—It is a hard matter for me to tell. 

31962. Would 10 per cent of them be drunkards?—I could not form an opinion. 
There are many cases of breaches of the by-laws, and of course I know nothing of the 
habits of the people. 

31963. Of all the offences that come before you, are the offenders made up of 
drinkers largely /—They are about 50 per cent. 

31964. Then about half the cases you have to deal with are for drunkenness!— Yes. 


ALEXANDER A. AIRD. 
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CHARLES J. BROWN, of Winnipeg, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald : 


31965. What is your business or occupation !—I am City Clerk, of Winnipeg. 
31966. How long have you resided here ?—20 years. . 
31967. Did you come from one of the other provinces ?/—I came from Kingston. 
31968. How long have you been City Clerk ?—A little over 9 years. 5 

31969. Does Winnipeg obtain any revenue from licenses !—It does. 

31970. Can you tell what was the amount of the revenue last year /—No, I cannot ; 
that is outside of my department. Mr. Currie is the Comptroller ; the money does not 
pass through my hands. 

31971. Then you do not know what sum was accounted for ?—From all sources the 
amount was something like $34,000. 

31972. I see by a paper handed to me, which appears to be assessment for the fiscal 
year ending April, 1893, the estimated revenue, other than taxation, is as follows: 
hotel licenses, $6,000; restaurants, $1,750; wholesale liquor, $1,800, out of a total 
revenue received for licenses of $19,190. That is an official statement, I suppose 7— 
Yes, that is the estimate that was adopted. 

31973. Have you, as a citizen of Winnipeg, observed the working of the license 
law: is it satisfactory —I have not given any attention to it. In fact, I am very little 
in town, and I spend very little of my time when I am in town outside of the office. I 
do not go round, and I know very little about it. 


COLIN INKSTER of Kildonan, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


31974. For what district are you Sheriff?—I am Sheriff of the Eastern Judicial 
District of Manitoba. 

31975. How long have you held the position !—I have been Sheriff since 1876. 

31976. Are you a native of the province /—I am. 

31977. So your memory goes back to the days before the province became a part 
of the Canadian Confederacy. What system was in force in the old days, before this 
province became part of the Confederacy, in regard to the sale of liquor ?—There was a 
license law. It was managed by the Hudson Bay Company and by the Council of 


Assiniboia. 
31978. By whose authority was the Council itself appointed /—By authority of the 


Hudson Bay Company. 
31979. Was it made up principally of Hudson Bay factors and officers of the Com- 
pany !—No. 
31980. Then was it chiefly composed of people drawn from outside /—Yes, chiefly. 
31981. Were you one of the Council !—No, but my father was. 
31982. Did the Council have a regular system of licenses at that time ’—Yes. 
31983. Was the number limited ?—I do not think the number was limited, but I 


do not recollect. 

31984. Was the license fee large /—Yes. 

31985. Do you remember the amount ?—I forget the amount of the fee. 

31986. Was there any limit as to the kind of liquor that should be eold, or was it 
both spirituous and fermented?—It was both. 

31987. Was there any limit as to the people to whom it should be sold _—I could 
not say as to that. I do not know whether Indians were allowed to buy it or not. 

31988. Was there any limit as to hours of sale ?-—Yes. 

31989. What was the limit ?—I do not know. 

31990. Was sale allowed to go on during Sunday !—No, not on Sunday. 
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31991. Did that law prevail over the whole of the Hudson Bay Country /—Only 
over the District of Assiniboia, within a radius of 50 miles from Fort Garry. 

31992. Then you have no recollection as to whether there was much drinking in 
those days?—I may say that drinking was more fashionable in those days than it 
is now. 

31993. Were the social habits of the people different !— Yes. 

31994. I suppose liquor was used more by the people then than it is now /—No, I 
do not think so ; but it was used more over the social board than it is,now, at meals 

Iso, and so on. 

31995. Was wine used at meals?—Very little ; only by the higher classes. 

31996. When you spoke of the social board, I suppose you meant that when friends 
would call on one another liquor would be produced !—Yes. 

31997. Was there much drinking at the taverns in those days !—There was very 
little drinking at taverns. 

31998. Were there occasional wayside taverns !—There were. 

31999. I suppose in those days they were regular stopping places for travellers ? 
—Yes. 

32000. Could people who kept these taverns obtain licenses from the Council of 
Assiniboia /— Yes. 

32001. Do you know whether there was much unlawful sale without licenses in 
those days ?—I could not say. 

32002. Do you remember what kinds of liquors were used ?-—Chiefly Hudson’s Bay 
rum and whisky imported from the U. 8., and beer manufactured here. 

32003. Then there was a brewery here in those days !— Yes. 

32004. Does that brewery still exist }—The building is standing, but the business 
went years ago. 

32005. What kind of beer was made?—I am afraid that it was a very inferior 
article. 

32006. Was the rum of which you spoke Hudson’s Bay Jamaica spirits ?—They 
had two kinds, Jamaica and Demerara. Demerara was the better kind. 

32007. You have spoken of the quantity used being more, and there being more 
drinking then than now !—It was considered more fashionable at that time ; of course, 
there is a larger population in the country than there was then. 

32008. Was there much drinking in those days, in your opinion /—I could not say. 

32009. Comparing that time with the present time and allowing for the difference 
in population, would you say that there were more drinking people !—I do not think 
SO. 


1 


32010. When Manitoba became a province of the Dominion, what law was in force 
at first /—There was a Provincial License Law, but it was a copy of the old Assiniboia 
law. 

32011. It was practically adopted, I suppose, as the provincial law /—Yes. 

32012. Have you, so far as your observation goes, found the present license law 
very well observed /—I have not given particular attention to it, but I think it is very 
well observed. 

32013. How many miles outside of the city do you reside ?—Half a mile outside of 
the city limits. j 

32014. Then, of course, you see a good deal of the city{—Yes, I am in the city 
every day. 

32015, Of course in discharging your duties as Sheriff, you have to deal with both 
civic and criminal cases !—Chiefly with civil cases. 

32016. Of course you have charge of the criminals sent to the penitentiary /—I 
have to convey them there. 

32017. Have you control of the jail !—Nominally, I am at the head, but that is all. 

32018. In the discharge of your official duties, do you find that a proportion, and 
if so how large a OES How of the business that comes before you is in connection uh 
the liquor traffic ? For instance you have executions, I suppose, on which you have to 
levy for debt ?— Yes. 

Cotin INKSTER. 
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32019. How do you find the habits of those people against whom those executions 
are issued ?—Of those against whom executions are issued, the drunkards are the very 
smallest proportion ; of course, it is a purely civil proceeding. 

32020. Are you able to form an opinion as to whether their inability to pay their 
debts has been caused by the use of intoxicating liquor /—In a very small proportion of 
cases has it been caused by drink. IJ may explain that I have nothing to do with the 
executions of the County Court, which would most likely deal with people who do not 
pay their debts through drunkenness. 

32021. With your long experience and your long residence in this country, can you 
make any suggestions to the Commission as to improvements in the law in any respect ? 
—TI cannot. 

32022. Have you considered the question of general prohibition?—I have not 
made a sufficient study of the question to be able to give an opinion on it. 

32023. Have you seen the working of a prohibitory law anywhere !—No, I have 
not. 

32024. Supposing a general prohibitory law were enacted by the Dominion Parlia- 


ment, prohibiting the manufacture, importation and sale of liquor for beverage purposes, 


would you consider it right that remuneration be made to the brewers and distillers for 
loss of plant /—I think so, 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


32025. Do you think if there was a general prohibitory law, well enforced, it would 
produce beneficial effects ?—I think it would. 


By Judge McDonald : 


32026. Have you formed an opinion as to whether such a law could be practically 
enforced !—I think it could be enforced only with dangerous consequences, because it 
would lead to smuggling. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


32027. Do you think smuggling would be more serious in its effects than the drink 
trade itself !—I could not say. 


By Judge McDonald ; 


32028. Do I understand that you think liquor would be smuggled into this coun- 


try /—Yes. 
32029. And the people would have liquor at any rate /—Yes, at any rate. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


32030. Do you think that the smuggling which would result from prohibition 
would be more serious to deal with than the liquor trade itself ?—I think it would. 

32031. Have you observed whether the drink trade has any serious effects on the 
community ?—When drink is used to excess, I think it has. 

32032. Do you believe that there are evil effects produced by it ?—I do not think so. 

32033. Do you believe that the trade is a help to the community !—That I could 
not say. 

32034. I think you have said that drinking is less fashionable than formerly : why 
is it less fashionable !—I think it is so, owing to public opinion. 

32035. And do you believe that change in public opinion is really a sign of improve- 
ment ?—I think it is. 

32036. Do you think the drink trade is regarded with the same favour as it was 
regarded in former years /—It is not. x . 

~ 32037. Do you think it is a good thing that it is not regarded with the same 

favour ?—I think it is. 


\ 
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HENRY M. DRUMMOND, of Winnipeg, on being duly sworn, deposed as 


follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


32038. How long have you resided in Winnipeg !—Over 20 years. 

32039. What is your present position /—Assistant Receiver General, Dominion 
Auditor and Manager Dominion Savings Bank. 

32040. How long have you held your present position !—13 or 14 years. 

32041. Did you come formerly from the Province of Ontario !— Yes. 

32042. Have you any acquaintance with the working of the liquor law of that pro- 
vince /—Not particularly. 

32043. Have you had any official connection with the law there ?—None whatever. 

32044. Do you know anything as to the working of the revenue law in connection 
with it ?—For ten years the customs receipts came through my hands, but not since that 
time. 

32045. You do not have anything to do with the revenue as Assistant Receiver 
General /—No, nothing but the issue and redemption of Dominion money. 

32046. Have you had any experience of the working of a prohibitory law at any 
time !/—No. ; 

32047. Have you ever lived in a prohibitory town ?—No ; I have been so long here. 

32048. Have you been in the North-west Territories /—No. 

32049. Have you studied the question of prohibition ?—Not seriously. 

32050. Supposing a prohibitory law to be passed, doing away with the importation, 
manufacture and sale of liquor for beverage purposes, do you think it right and proper that 
brewers and distillers should be recouped for the loss of their plant ?—I think they should. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


32051. Why would you compensate brewers and distillers?—They have a legalized 
business, and of course, if it is taken away from them, they should be compensated. 

32052. It is legalized, we understand, from year to year, by reason of the license 
they obtain /—I suppose it is. 

32053. If the trade was abolished, why should they have any claim on the public 
funds beyond the claim of other men whose business would be affected by ordinary 
events !—TI think it would be equivalent to doing away with a business and leaving the 
people engaged in it without any recompense. 

32054. Does it not occur to you, in considering the question of these other indi- 
viduals, that the rule has been not to give any compensation in case of a change in the 
tariff?—In the majority of cases such has been the case. j 


JOHN W. SIFTON, of Winnipeg, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald : 


32055. What is your occupation or calling? —At present I am Inspector of public 
institutions in the province—Asylums and Prisons. 

32056, Are you appointed by the Provincial Government !—Yes. 

32057. How long have you resided in Manitoba ?—18 years. 

32058. Did you come from one of the other provinces ?—I came from Ontario. 

32059. How long have you occupied your present position ?—Only one year. 

32060. What institutions do you inspect /—Lunatic asylums, and the Home for 
Incurables and the Deaf and Dumb Asylum, and all the prisons. 

32061. In the whole province !—Yes. 

Henry M. Drummonp. 
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By kev. Dr. McLeod : 


32062. Is your appointment a provincial one ?—Yes. 

32063. As Inspector of prisons you make periodical visits, I suppose 1— Yes. 

32064. How frequently do you visit these institutions ?— As often as four times a 
year, sometimes very much more frequently on special occasions ; but of course those 
visits are irregularly made. 

32065. What are your duties ?—To find out how the prisons are conducted in every 
particular, how the prisons are taken care of, whether the institutions are maintained in 
proper order, how the prisoners are employed, and everything of that kind. 

_ 32066. Does it come within your knowledge to ascertain the causes of crime as 
regards the prisoners !—It does not. It comes within my knowledge, but in my report 
is more a matter of generalization than of detail. 

32066a. Have you, as a matter of fact, looked into the causes of prisoners being in 
those prisons /—I have to a certain extent. 

32067. What has been the result of your observation and examination ?—In what 
way? 
32068. I should like to get at this point ; in the first place, how many prisons have 
you in Manitoba ?—Three, Eastern, Central and Western, one in each judicial district. 

32069. How many prisoners are there in each prison !—There are about 20 here, 5 
at Portage la Prairie, and 7 at Brandon, 32 all together. 

32070. Would it be possible for you to say how many of those persons are in 
prison for crimes that are traceable, directly or indirectly, to the drink habit ?—-My last 
report shows something over 50 per cent as being due directly to the drink habit, so far 
as information could be obtained, and a large number, of course, indirectly. 

32071. So you think 50 per cent of the cases are directly traceable to the drink 
habit ?—Yes, I have no doubt that the evidence will bear me out in making that state- 
ment. 3 

32072. And a proportion of the other half are indirectly traceable to drink !— 
es 

32073. I understand you also visit the asylums ?—- Yes, 

32074. Are there many insane persons in Manitoba asylums?—There are 130 in 
Selkirk and 56 in Brandon—we have two Provincial Asylums; and there are 50 or 
more in the Home for Incurables. 

32075. Are you able to say whether the percentage of the insane to be taken care 
of by the province has increased or decreased, and whether any number of the insane 
cases are due, directly or indirectly, to drink !—I have given this matter close observa- 
tion, and I am a little disappointed in the results of my observations. I can give the 
facts and the returns in connection with them. Those cases that are directly traceable 
to liquor, that is so far as my opinion goes, do not make more than 5 per cent. 

32076. That is drunkenness on their own part !—Yes. 

32077. The indirect cases are difficult to obtain?—Nearly all of them are from 
the old country or from Ontario or are foreigners, and, as I have pointed out, nearly all 
of them are foreigners whose histories cannot be traced. The Superintendent has, under 
my instructions, prepared a history in regard to this very point, so that we would be 
able to arrive at a decision on the matter, but the Commissioners are aware how difficult 
it is to obtain the requisite information. 

32078. Then it is difficult to obtain those particulars from the patients themselves ? 
—The facts is that three-fourths—I think I would be safe in stating that percentage— 
of the cases we have are hereditary, but the direct cause is no doubt attributable to 
liquor. But, as I have already stated, it is impossible to give to the Commission further 
information than I have already given. 

32079. You are having, I believe, some difficulty in regard to the superintendence 
of the lunatic asylums ?—I am not aware of it. 

32080. So far as you are aware the returns show a comparative small percentage of 
cases traceable to drink, but some of the Superintendents say, and they may be regarded 
as experts, that the predisposing cause in a large majority of cases is alcohol !—The 
Superintendent says that to me. 
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32081. Does the Medical Superintendent live here ?—No, he lives 23 miles away. 
32082. Are there many people in the Home for Incurables !—There are about 50 


22083. Do you know anything of their histories /—There are several there from 
alcohol as a direct cause. Some who are able to pay for their maintenance are put 
there, but the greater portion of the inmates are non-paying, and the reason for their 
non-paying 1s the fact that their parents have been indicted for the excessive use of 
liquor. 

32084. So you think that that public charge is in part traceable to drink ?—It is 
very largely tr aceable to drink. 

32085. What other institutions have you in charge ; have you the Deaf and Dumb 
schools and Hospitals ?—I have all the hospitals in the province under my charge. 

32086. Are there several of them /—There are four. 

32087. In the cases in the hospitals, are you able to say whether any percentage of 
the cases that come into the hospitals are cases traceable to drink !—Of course, I do not 
know whether you refer to accidents or diseases. I do not think we have any reports 
that would furnish positive knowledge of that subject, because the patients are there 
only for one, two or three weeks, and no general history is taken of them. I am 
President of one of the Hospital Boards, and more than half of the non-paying patients 
during last year were admitted because of the influence of liquor on themselves and on 
their families. I think it is safe to say that the non-paying patients in other hospitals 
are quite as great in number. 

32088. I understand that you have been a resident of this city for a long time ?— 
Ves: 

32089. Have there been any changes in the drinking habits of the people during 
the last 18 years of your residence !—Very great. 

32090. There is less drinking than there was formerly !—I think there is less in 
proportion to the population. 

32091. Is there a strong temper ance sentiment in this community !—TI think so, I 
have no doubt about it. 

32092. How do you regard the plebiscite expression of opinion in favour of Prohibi- 
tion : was it the expression of the wishes of the people in the way they meant to express 
themselves ?—It would be a libel on the people to say anything else. They were sober 
and intelligent people who voted. 

32093. Then you do not think they did it as a joke?—No, they have had other 
opportunities of voting on the question and no have voted in the same way. 

32094. What were those opportunities /—The Scott Act has been carried in this 
Province, in three-quarters of it, in all the counties except the district of Winnipeg. 

32095, Why did it not go into operation !—-Because there was some flaw in the 
Act, in consequence of which it was declared to be invalid. 

32096. So the people never had the chance of seeing whether it could be enforced 
or not ?—No, they never had the chance. They started to enforce the law, and the case 
went to the Supreme Court, and the Court threw it out. 

32097. Is there not a considerable portion of the territory under local option 
now ?— Yes, a very large amount. 

32098. Have you observed how that prohibition works ?—TI think it has worked 
very well. It is practically all over the province, and it seems to me there is no very 
great difficulty in carrying out prohibition, except in towns, especially in towns near the 
railway, where liquor can be smuggled in. I know we have a jail in one of the districts 
that is under prohibition, in which we have no prisoners and no jailer, and it does not 
pay to keep up the prison. 

32099. Do you attribute that to the prohibition of the drink traffic?—I attribute 
it more largely to the fact that there is no liquor to be had there. 

32100. Do you think that if a prohibitory law were in force in Manitoba, it could 
be fairly enforced /—It could be enforced just as well as the license law is enforced now, 
in fact I am inclined to think a little better. 

32101. Do you know anything about the prohibitory law in the North-west 
Territories ?—I do not; practically T know nothing about it. 

Joun W. Srrroy, 
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32102. I presume you have held different official positions in this Province ?—Yes.. 

32103, What positions have you held !—I was Magistrate for a number of years, I 
was a member of the Local House, I was Speaker of the Local House one session. T 
had a great many cases before me as Magistrate during four years. I have not been 
occupied as such since then, but during the time I was Magistrate I had a great many 
cases coming before me. I lived at Selkirk at that time, I came here in connection with 
the construction of the C. P. R. 

32104. In what position !—As contractor. I had contract No. 14, for laying 76 miles 
east of Selkirk. 

32105. The Commissioners have been told that it is impossible to enforce prohibition 
here !—I should like to tell the Commission about prohibition and the possibility of 
enforcing it. I went there, and had 76 miles of road under my jurisdiction up to the 
time of its completion. I had authority under the Public Works Act to prevent the 
sale of liquor on that track. I decided that in my own interest, as well as in the interest 
of the men, I would endeavour to carry out that law. “During those four years there 
never was any liquor sold on that contract—I say that emphatically. Liquor came in 
it is true, but it did not get the chance of being sold except to one man each time. I 
found it quite possible to enforce the Act. I could explain a few matters in connection 
with the reason why it was not enforced legally. There were parties who wanted to sell 
and trade-there. It was stated that the Act would not be enforced, but several men 
were brought up and half a dozen men escaped. That manner of enforcing the law could 
not continue, so more rigid measures were requisite. The people employed on my section 
well knew that I desired to enforce the law, and that I would do so. 

32106. I suppose that when they knew you were in earnest, the sale ceased /—I 
asked the assistance of Mr. Davis, who said that the only assistance I could have would 
be five constables, but he said at the same time that he would endeavour to assist me to 
carry out the law. Afterwards he sent me a communication, and I found the responsi- 
bility rested on myself, and after that I had no trouble. 

32107. Did you need more constables /—I had no constable on the work, except a 
man who acted as foreman. I had one of the engineers appointed as Magistrate by the 
Governor of Keewatin, Honourable Mr. Morris, but no case came before him. 

32108. So one constable succeeded in enforcing the law !/—I never had a case taken 
before the Magistrate. I had two men brought in, but I let them both go, I did not fine 
them, but I obtained a promise from them that they would never be found engaged in 
the business again, which promises they both kept. One is in this country to-day. 

32109. Have you any knowledge of prohibition in any other place? You have 
knowledge, I believe, of prohibition in Manitoba in earlier days !—I lived for some time 
in Southern California and was in two prohibition towns: one with 10,000 inhabitants 
near Los Angeles, Pasadena, where I was for a considerable time. 

32110. And the other was what ?—Riverside. 

32111. How far are they from each other ?—About 40 miles. 

32112. From your observation, was prohibition enforced there ?—I think it was the 
most thorough and successful thing I ever knew. They had it in Pasadena. There was 
one constable there, and he was also night watchman and health inspector and held two 
or three other offices. 

32113. And did he succeed in enforcing the law /—He told me he ‘had no trouble. 
He told me they would come down from Los Angeles drunk, they would get out of the 
train and they would be put into the lock up. It is 10 miles from Los Angeles and 
nearly 600 miles south of San Francisco. ; adh: 

32114. From your experience and observation, you believe that prohibition is 
possible of enforcement ?—I do not think there is any doubt about it to a certain extent. 
I do not believe any law can be enforced thoroughly, but a law can be an educator as 
well as a restrainer. 

39115. Is the law an educator ?—I do not think there in any doubt about it. 

392116. You believe that the law is a restrainer and prohibitor of evil, and educates 
people against that evil 1—The laws are illadvised, unless they educate in that way. 

32117. Have you thought as to the propriety ot granting compensation to brewers 
and distillers in the event of the enactment of a general prohibitory law !—Yes. 


21—7** 


98 ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC. 

32118. What do you think about it ?—So far as that is concerned, I think it should 
be made a matter of expediency rather than of right. 

32119. As to “right” ; what is your view about that ?—I am not sure but we have 
a right to pay them something. 

32120. What is the point as to the ‘expediency ”?—I think it would be ereniend 
to do so. 

32121. Is there any other view that is worthy of consideration?—It is in my 
opinion a matter to be settled by the popular vote. 

32122. Do you think it would pay the country to enact a general prohibitory law, 
if as a condition of that law, compensation should be granted to brewers and distillers ? 
—I do not think there is any doubt about it. I have thought over the subject a great 
deal and I certainly think it would be a very great benefit. 

32123. Have you given any consideration to the revenue side of the question ?— 
We derive a large revenue from the sale of liquors and about $10,000,000 in Custom 
duties and Excise fees. 

32124. Have you given consideration to that phase of the subject ?—Yes, and I 
have also given thought as to where we get the revenue. I have found that generally 
the poorer portion of the population have to pay it. 

32125. Through the liquor trade ?—Through the hands of the men in that trade ; 
nobody else can pay it. 

32126. Suppose that the trade was prohibited and there was lost to the Federal 
Government no less than $10,000,000 do you think the country could sustain that loss? 
—TI think, with Sir Alexander Galt, in a temperance speech which he made some years 
ago, that any Government that would have the courage to do away with liquor would 
have no trouble in raising the revenue. That was his idea. 

32127. That was when he was Finance Minister ?—I think at that time. 

32128. Have not other Finance Ministers stated something of the same thing ?— 
The present Finance Minister, Mr. Foster, and Sir Leonard Tilley ?—Sir Alexander 
Galt was strong on that point, and he never hesitated to say that the revenue would 
not suffer. 

32129. I suppose you think there would be a shock at the outset in consequence of 
such a very radical change being made. Do you believe that financial matters would 
adjust themselves within a reasonable period ?—I do not see why they should not adjust 
themselves. I remember there was an Act passed by the British Parliament in 1811, pro- 
hibiting the manufacture of liquor and raising the duties on liquor in Ireland, and it will 
be remembered that it did not affect the revenue ; in fact, it was then that the revenue 
increased in other branches, so that there was not a diminution of onedollar. That is a 
historical event that can be found in the history of the time. I do not see why a similar 
result should not follow in the present case. 

32130. So the financial difficulty is not an insurmountable one. Do you believe 
that a prohibitory law, fairly enforced, throughout the whole country, would promote 
the moral standing of the country ?—No doubt about it. Take the places where it is in 
force now, take those places I have mentioned and the moral standing of the commu- 
nities is high. Take the condition of affairs right in our own Province and wherever 
the Act is enforced, we find the same excellent condition, and there is no question but 
that as the sentiment of the country has increased in that direction, we have improved 
morally. We think we are the most moral and sober people on this continent. We 
think we can bear that out by statistics. We think there is no city of the same size so 
sober as Winnipeg. 


By Judge McDonald : 


32131. Which do you think will be brought about first, the creation of Winnipeg 
as the national capital or national prohibition ?—I think probably we will get to 
national prohibition first. 

32132. When you spoke of the sentiment of the province, did you mean temperance 
sentiment or prohibition sentiment, or do you think one is about the same as the other ?— 
They are very much the same, and also moral sentiment. 

Joun W. SIFTon. 
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32133. Then you think temperance sentiment, prohibition and moral sentiment 
are interchangeable terms ?—TI think so. 

32134, Of course, you yourself would favour prohibition ?—Yes. 
ae 32135. Do you think it could be enforced ?—I think it would have a power brought 
to bear on it here that would enforce it better here than anywhere it has been tried yet 

32136. Do you mean anywhere in the Dominion of Canada ?—Yes, or any part of 
the United States, on account of our location. We have a large territory and so our 
location is favourable. 

32137. Do you mean to say that the opportunities are better in this province than 
in any other part of Canada? Or do you mean to say that Canada has better opportu- 
nities than any other country in the world for prohibition, and that Manitoba is the best 
part of Canada in that respect !—I do not know that I would say that. 

32138. You have said that you consider prohibition, fairly well enforced, would 
bring about beneficial results. What do you mean by fairly well enforced?—I should 
say the law was fairly well enforced if the consumption of liquor was reduced say down 
to 10 per cent of what it is at present. 

32139. Do you know anything of the working of the Maine Law?—I have spent 
some time in Maine. 

32140. Do you mean by a prohibitory law such a law as the Maine Law ?—That is 
about what I mean. 

32141. Would you favour such a law for Manitoba ?—Yes, it I could get it. 

32142. Are you aware that any resident of the State of Maine may have all the 
liquor he pleases in his own cellar for his own use and give it away to his friends, but 
he must not sell it or keep it for sale ?—Yes. 

32143. That is the law you would favour !—Yes, I would amend my answer to that 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


32144. Would you change the Maine Law in that respect ?—It would depend on 
the consequences. 


By Judge McDonald : 


32145. Do you know that General Neal Dow in giving evidence to this Commission 
stated that he would not attempt to change the law in that respect ?—I do not know 
what would be the consequences of changing the law. 

32146. He would like to do so probably, but he declared it would be impossible to 
do so on account of public sentiment ?—That is what I mean, I could not state the con- 
sequences, but I would not change it for that reason. 

32147. Then we may take as your answer, that you would have a law prohibiting 
people keeping liquor in their houses for beverage purposes, but if you could not get that 
law, you would be willing to permit it to be used for domestic purposes, but not sold?— 
That is my opinion exactly. 

32148. We now come back to your phrase “fairly well enforced.” Do you think 
it would be possible to enforce such a law as that which you wish to have enacted at 
the present time, which is a law to prevent the people obtaining any alcoholic liquors 
whatever ?—No, I would not ; I think expediency would make me beware on that point. 

32149, As to your opinion that no liquor should be obtained for beverage pur- 
poses ?—In two sections of the province the people have already passed such a law, the 
Scott Act. 

32150. We understand that you voted recently in Winnipeg, and that the people 
declared very strongly in favour of prohibition ?—Yes. 

32151. Have any steps been adopted since that vote was taken, to bring into effect 
a law that rested entirely with the people to adopt, the Scott Act?—No, we have not 
taken any steps—it does not rest with us. ign 

32152. So the people would simply vote in favour of prohibition ?—The people 
would vote against the Scott Act. 

32153. Why ?—Because it failed here before. ; 

32154. On what grounds did it fail!—On a technical point ; I do not know exactly 
what it was. 
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32155. Did the people ever vote to repeal it /—No, you could not get a vote to 
repeal it. : 

32156. Then temperance sentiment was strongly in its favour here /—Yes. 

32157. Do you look on a license law as a sin /—No. 

32158. You do not go that far ?—It may bea sin to some people, but not to others. 

32159. I meant to you ?—It depends on circumstances. If you asked what I think 
about signing a man’s application for a license, I would not say “ yes.” If it is a matter 
requiring the carrying out of the law, I should not think I committed any sin by carry- 
ing out the law. 

32160. Do you think it is a sin to have a license law?! We have had witnesses 
before the Commission who have looked upon license as a sin; we have even had wit- 
nesses who have declared that, as a choice between the untrammelled sale of liquor and 
the license law, they would infinitely prefer the untrammelled sale of liquor, because they 
were not responsible for that sale. I would accept of nothing that would not tend to 
reduce the evil. 

32161. Then if you could not get prohibition, you think it would be better to have a 
license law rather than untrammelled sale? Yes. It was tried in Michigan, but was 
not a success. 

32162. Do you know whether such a system has ever been in force in any part of 
Canada ?—No. 

32163. It is in force at the present time in Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, 
where the people have repealed the Scott Act and have issued no licenses /—Indeed. 

32164. In regard to the present question, we understand that you have prisons and 
asylums to visit and hospitals to inspect. Have you any reformatory institutions ?— 
No, except the Women’s and Orphans’ Home. 

32165. Then you have no reformatory for boys }—We had one, but we had no boys 
to reform and we turned it into another institution. 

32166. Where is it }—At Brandon. 

32167. For what purpose is it used now /—For an asylum. 

32168. You stated that you have no boys to reform /—We kept it up for one year 
and only got one boy. 

32169. You also stated that one jail has been closed up; where is that ?—At 
Neepawa. 

32170. Is it the county jail ?—It is a large building. 

32171. For what purpose was it used ?—For the purposes of a jail. 

32172. In what judicial district is it situated 7—In the Central District. 

32173. Is it in one of the sections where the Scott Act was passed 1—No ; it is 
situated in what was formerly a part of the North-west Territory, but which was added 
to the province. The people there were always in favour of the law. 

32174. Sothe sentiment in that section was largely in favour of that Act +—~Yes. 

32175. Do you think that has any effect on the community? As an observing 
man, would you endeavour to enforce such a law before there was a strong sentiment in 
its favour 7—Yes, before there was a large sentiment in favour of it. 

32176. Have you considered the desirability of taking the sense of the people on 
this question, and as to whether the choice should be by a majority of votes polled or 
by a majority of votes on the voters list ?—I have thought over the question. 

32177. We find cases of this kind: Assume there are 4,500 names on the voters 
list. Of that nnmber there would be polled at the Dominion election 3,000, and at a 
Scott Act election only 2,000?—That is common and is quite explainable. 

32178. It has been suggested that if, in order to adopt the Scott Act, a majority of 
votes on the voters list should be needed, instead of a bare majority of the votes cast, 
the people could hope for a much better enforcement of the law ?—That is the way it is 
here. 

32179. Have you a local option law?—Yes. We have no such requirement as a 
majority, we have the two-thirds ; but that is a very large majority of our municipalities. 

32180. Is it the same system here as Mr. Mowat introduced into Ontario, allowing 
townships to vote on the question +—I do not know, 

Joun W. Srrron. 
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32181. The same in regard to municipalities ?—In regard to municipalities, it is 
the same here ; but it is not a majority that is required. 

32182. Do you not find that the sentiment on that question in rural districts differs 
very much from that which prevails in the’ villages and towns ?—I was always of the 
impression that it did so. JI was always afraid of the vote in towns, but the recent 
vote in Winnipeg has upset my calculations. 

32183. Have you been in counties where the Scott Act was in force in Ontario ?— 
No, not for a long time. 

32184. There is an opinion, in some sections, that when votes are taken, the towns 
are apt to vote against the Act?—Yes. In our province every town has given a majority 
for prohibition. 

32185. Therefore, you have more hope now ?—I can give cases when the Scott Act 
was passed and the towns voted for it. 

32186. It has been contended that it would be well to adopt the system by which 
each municipality could speak for itself : the rural districts taking the Act if they wished 
it, the towns also, if in favour of doing so, and that in this way there would be better 
chances of enforcing the law. Have you considered that question ?—The objection is 
that liquor might be sold in the municipalities right alongside. 

32187. How is Winnipeg situated in that respect to outside municipalities?—It is 
affected; if there is any chance. 

32188. There is nothing to prevent people bringing liquor in here, I understand ?— 
Before the License Act was introduced, the dealers kept right on with the sale. If the 
liquor had to be carried great distances, of.course it was more difficult to supply it, but 
it was taken into the Territories in barrels of sugar and rice, &c. I had several cases 
brought before me. 

32189. There is nothing to prevent people from laying in a private stock in Win- 
nipeg and taking it home ?—No. 

32190. Have you any suggestions to offer to the Commission in regard to any 
amendment to the law ?—No, I have no suggestions to offer. The license law, as we 
have it here, seems to be as perfect as it can be made. It is amended from time to 
time, jand is always being improved and is working better. There is a very strong effort 
being made at the present time to enforce the law, stronger efforts than have ever been 
made before. 

32191. Taking the Dominion as a whole and supposing the sentiment to be in 
favour of prohibition as regards the Maritime Provinces, the Province of Quebec hold- 
ing the balance, Ontario being favourable, Manitoba strongly favoring and British 
Columbia strongly opposing it—would you favour the passing of a general prohibitory 
law under those circumstances ?—I would favour prohibition under any circumstances. 

32192. And you would let each province take care of itself ?—My own idea is that 
the Dominion Parliament should confer the necessary power on the provinces to act, 
for if they have not the power to act, it would be useless for them to try to carry out a 
prohibitory law. 

32193. Are you in favour of legislation to carry out that view ?—Yes, legislation 
on that point ; and it would settle all the difficulties on that matter and settle all the 
disputes. My own impression of the Scott Act is that its failure here was on account 
of there being no proper provision made to carry it out. 

32194. We understand that under the law the fines were turned over to the munt- 
cipalities in order to enable them to enforce the Act ?—Yes, but there was no officer 
whose duty it was under the Act to carry it out. The revenue officer refused to carry 
it out in every instance, and he was told by his superiors that he was not compelled to 
do so, and that he must not take any risk. 

32195. But there was no difficulty, I believe, in the local authorities carrying out 
the Act ?—No. 

32196. You may remember that in Ontario the Provincial Government kept Inspec- 

tors in Scott Act counties for the express purpose of enforcing the Act /—I know they did. 
jon92132197. In New Brunswick the Legislature made provision in the same direction Mors 
T would do away with that difficulty here by making arrangements for the appoint- 

ment of officers to carry out the Act. 
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32198. Then you would favour the Provincial Legislature appointing officers to 
carry out the law ?—Yes. 
32199. Then I suppose you would be willing that the proceeds of the Scott Act 
fines should go to meet the expense of carrying out the Act -—Yes. 


WILLIAM SMALL, of Winnipeg, Carpenter, on being duly sworn, deposed as 


follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


32200. How long have you resided in Winnipeg ?—Since 1884. 

32201. Did you come here from Ontario ?—Yes. 

32202. From what part of the Province 1—From Huron. 

32203. Have you had any experience of the working of a prohibitory law !—No, 
the Scott Act was adopted after I left. 

32204. Have you had any experience in regard to the working of a prohibitory 
law anywhere /—No. 

32205. Do you hold any official position in connection with the labour societies /— 
Not at present. 

32206. Have you held such positions !—Yes. 

32207. What position have you held ?—I was Vice-President of the Trades and 
Labour Council here, and I occupied for one year the Chair in the Assembly of the 
Knights of Labour. 

32208. How long ago was that /—About a year ago. 

32209. Have you had are a to do officially with the enforcement of the license 
law /—No. 

32210. Have you observed the working of the license law in Winnipeg /— Yes. 

32211. Do you think it works satisfactorily or the reverse !—I believe the license 
law is enforced as well here as it is possible to enforce it. 

32212. Do you think the police perform their duties efficiently ? 
is as well as officials do in other places. 

32213. Can you give the Commission any information in regard to the working of 
that law ?—I do not think the working is satisfactory. I see a good many instances of 
violations of the law, and I observe that a good many cases of violation of the Sabbath 
observance provisions are prosecuted. 

32214. Do you see drunken people on the street on the Sabbath ?—Yes. 

32215, Do you know that people purchase drink on the Lord’s Day, or do they 
obtain it at home ?—I cannot say, but I see them on the street. ‘ 

32216. Is there much illicit sale in places not licensed ?—I have no personal 
knowledge as to that. 

32217. Do you know anything in regard to the quality of the liquor sold, whether 
it is pure or adulterated !—Not personally. 

32218. Have you observed any of its effects that would enable you to judge ?—My 
knowledge of anything of that kind is derived from conversations I have had with 
medical men as to the effects of liquor, and they lead me to this conclusion, that when 
liquor is cheap it is not apt to be adulterated, and that the higher you increase the 
price the greater the inducement to adulterate it. 

32219. Have you studied the question of prohibition 7—I have. 

32220. At what conclusion have you arrived in regard to it /—I think it would be 
a decided benefit to the country to have prohibition. 

ie 32221. You would favour the passage of a prohibitory law for the whole Dominion ? 
—Yes. 

32222. Do you think such a law could be efficiently enforced at the present time !—I 

do not see why it should not. 
Joun W. Stevo. 
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32223. Do you think it would favour smuggling and illicit stills and everything of 
that kind ?—No doubt there would be a certain amount of that business done. 

32224. Still you think it would be beneficial as a whole ?—I do. 

32225. Have you considered the question of granting compensation to brewers and 
distillers in the event of the passage of a general prohibitory law /—Yes. 

32226. What is your view in regard to the matter’—As a matter of dollars and 
cents, I believe it would pay to recompense every brewer and distiller and saloon-keeper ; 
but as matter of morals, I say that they should compensate us for the souls and bodies 
ruined. It is time for us to ask compensation. 

32227. In other words, you would not give them any compensation whatever !/—I 
would not. 

32228. Would you favour a prohibitory law throughout the entire Dominion, irre- 
spective of the state of sentiment in the different provinces? In the event of the Maritime 
Provinces being strongly in favour of prohibition, Quebec opposed to it, Ontario holding 
the balance, Manitoba in favour of it and British Columbia very strongly against it, 
would you, under those circumstances, favour the passing of a law for the whole country ? 
—Probably the law would be better carried out if it were limited to provinces that were 
strongly in favour of it ; but I would be in favour of passing a prohibitory law for the 
whole Dominion, simply because my observation has led me to believe, that while one 
man may believe in local option, twenty men believe in the total prohibition of the sale 
and manufacture of liquor. 

32229. What is your view of a license law ?—I think a license law is wrong. The 
State has no right to license the traftic. 

32230. Do you look upon the sale of liquor as being so great an evil that the State 
should not license it ?—The sale of liquor is an evil to the State, and the State has no 
right to license an evil. If the sale of liquor is not a wrong thing, then the hotel- 
keepers and the saloon-keepers have no right to pay for the privilege of selling liquor. 

32231. So there should either be untrammelled sale or prohibition, no half-way 
measure, I suppose ?—That would be my personal opinion, as a matter of principle. As 
a matter of expediency, the license law might be better than untrammelled sale. We 
must go as far as we can and not as far as we would. 

32232. Do you look on license as a step towards prohibition /—No. 

32233. Do you consider that it is standing in the way of prohibition ?—I do. 

32234. Do you prefer the system of untrammelled sale !—Yes; no one looking at 
the question from my point of view could have any other opinion. 

32235. Under which system would you hope sooner to obtain prohibition : untram- 
melled sale or the present license law ?—I sometimes think that if we had the thing in 
all its hideousness before us, we would want to do away with it quicker. 

32236. Your feeling is, as I understand you, that the effect of untrammelled sale 
would be such as to create a prohibitory sentiment, which would not be created under 
the license law ?—Yes. 

32237. And further that you would be able to get prohibition all the sooner !— 
Another objection to the license law is that it makes the thing respectable, and I am 
more afraid of the respectable saloon, for my boy, than I am of the grog-shop. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


32238. What is the object of trade unions?—It is to better the condition of the 
workingmen so far as their particular trades are concerned. ad 

32239. Do trade unions have any rules as regards the use of liquor and drinking 
habits of members !—No. 

32240. Do they encourage non-drinking ?—I think they do. 

32241. Are many members of these societies in favour of prohibition !—I believe 
that, as a rule, they are in favour of abolishing the liquor traffic. 

32249. Have you observed that the drinking habits of mechanics have greatly 
interfered with their wage-earning power !—Yes. ; 

32243. Do you think there is a change in the drinking habits, and that they are 
uot as general among the mechanics as formerly /—Probably there is a change for the 
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better, but one thing that I do know is that employers are beginning to see, more so 
than formerly, that it is to their advantage to have sober men. 

32244. How does that opinion manifest itself 7—By sober men being given the 
preference. 

32245. You think they get the preference !—They do. 

32246. Take a moderate drinker, a drinker that takes something every day : is he 
placed in the same class as the total abstainer by his employer /—I do not think so. 

32247. Is he regarded as a reliable man !—Yes ; but he is likely to break down 
any day. j 

32248. Then it is not simply the man who drinks to excess, but also the man who 
has the drinking habit ?—Men who drink to excess are on the lower grade. 

32249. Then men who have the drinking habit are not looked upon by their 
employers as being equal to total abstainers ?—They are looked upon by their employers 
as risky. 

32250. Have you observed what proportion of time a drinking man will lose in a 
month on account of his drinking habits: I do not mean the man who gets drunk, but 
the regular drinker ’—What is known as a moderate drinker may go on for years and 
not lose one hour of time unless through sickness induced by liquor. 

32251. Have you noticed sickness to be so induced ?—Yes, I know of it in my 
own case. Although a total abstainer now, I was not always so. I know I am not 
physically as good a man as I would have been if I had always been a total abstainer. 

32252. You believe, in case of men drinking steadily, that while perhaps their wage- 
earning power may not be diminished seriously, they are of less value than total 
abstainers ?— Yes. 

32253. Then you think the licensed places are dangerous to drinkers ?—I certainly 
think they are. 

32254. Take the moderate drinker and any other drinking man : do you believe a 
considerable number of them would be lessened if the licensed places were not so 
numerous and if workshops were not surrounded by them ?—I have been told that by 
scores. 

32255, Do you believe that prohibition would be a benefit to the country at large ? 
== do. 


By Judge McDonald : 


32256. Can you name any employer of labour in this city who questions a man as 
to whether he is a total abstainer or not?—I think the Canadian Pacific Railway 
enforces this rule in regard to their foremen and engineers while on duty. 

32257. You think they have rules to that effect 1—Yes. 

32258. Do you know any ordinary business in which the question is asked as to 
whether a man is a total abstainer or not ?—Not from my own knowledge. 

32259. And if an employer finds a man who through the use of intoxicating liquor 
is becoming incapacitated for work, he would deal with him of course. 

32260. But unless he was becoming so, he would not deal with him ?—No, as a 
rule they do not. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


32261. Taking a man who is a total abstainer and a man who is a moderate 
drinker, do you think an employer would almost invariably prefer the total abstainer ? 
—Yes, I believe the majority of employers in this city would do so. 


By Judge McDonald : 


32262. And if he did not ask the question when the man came to work, how could 
he know as to his habits /—They soon see whether a man is efficient or not. 

32263. Then they do not mind what his habits are if he is efficient /—No. 

32264. Do you mean that a man who takes a glass of ale once a day is less efficient 
than a man who is a total abstainer /—Yes, I believe he is. A man who drinks beer, 
thinks beer. 

WILLIAM SMALL. 
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32265. I suppose your opinion extends to the man who takes a glass of wine a day? 
—Yes. 
32266. Or one pitcher of ale /—Yes. 
32267. Would you go so far as to say that the man who partakes of it at all is a 


fool ’—Yes, I think he will harm himself. 


32268. No matter in how moderate a quantity ?—Yes. 
By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


32269. You do not mean to say that in an offensive way /—No. 

32270. Have you observed whether the man who is in the habit of taking one glass 
of ale and continues to do so for a number of years, has a desire to increase the quantity 
he takes daily ?—He increases it. 


By Judge McDonald : Liga! 


32271. Have you not known htndreds of men who never went beyond the one 


_ glass !—_Yes, it is possible but improbable. 


32272. Take the number of men you know: what percentage of them are men who 


drink to excess. Is it not a very small percentage !—I have known very few moderate 


drinkers who have not gone over the mark some time or other. 

32273. The question I asked was this: taking men of your acquaintance who were 
not total abstainers, men who do take liquor to some extent, do not those men who take 
it to excess form a very small percentage /—They will take it to excess some time. 

32274. All of them ’—Most of them. 

32275. Will the number be a large proportion 1—Yes, I believe a large proportion 
at some time or another are liable to go beyond the limits of prudence. 


The Commission adjourned. 
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WINNIPEG, October 26th, 1892. 


The Commission met this day at 10 a.m. 


Present: 


JuDGE McDonatp. Rev. Dr. McL*&op. 


Rey. JOHN STEWART of Treherne, Municipality of North Norfolk, Electoral 
District of Selkirk, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


32276. How far is Treherne from the border of the United States ?—A bout 50 miles ; 
we are in southern Manitoba. : 

32277. You are a minister of the Gospel, I understand ?— Yes, 

32278. With what denomination are you connected ?—The Methodist Church. 

32279. How long have you resided in Manitoba !—Three and a half years. 

32280. Did you come from one of the other provinces /—Yes ; I have lived in York, 
Ontario. I came here from Ontario. 

32281. From what County !/—North Lanark. 

32282. Have you had any experience in the working of the Scott Act !—Yes. 

32283. In what County ?—It was in force in Brome County, after the Dunkin Act, 
and in Knowlton, the county town. They had prohibited licenses being granted, which 
they had the privilege of doing. Then again in Missisquoi. 

32284. How did you find prohibition work in that section of the country /—As 
well as could be reasonably expected, in view of the burdensome conditions connected 
with the Act. 

32285. You were near the boundary line of the United States, I believe ?— Yes. 

32286. Were you near Vermont State ?—Yes, about 6 miles distant ; I lived at 
Clarenceville in Missisquoi. 

32287. Have you had any experience in the North-west Territories !—No, I have 
lived in Manitoba since I came west. 

32288. How long have you been in the ministry ?—I am now in my thirty-first 
year in the ministry. 

32289. During that time, and in your work as a minister, bave you experienced any 
difficulties owing to the intemperate habits of the people ?/— Yes, but not in our own church 
and with our own people. We have been, however, harassed by the extent of the traffic 
around us. ; 

32290. We have on file the official deliverance of your Church as made at the 
general conference held in Montreal, in 1890, in which strong ground is taken in favour 
of prohibition? Do you personally agree in that ?—I do. 

32291. Did the deliverance of that conference have the effect of binding the body 
as a whole, both ministers and lay-men ?—Yes, for the reason that it is our discipline. 
That is what we call the rules of the Church in regard to the membership. The rules 
provide that every man shall abstain from strong drink, and no one is allowed to partake 
of it except in cases of extreme necessity. Some years ago, when a boy, I entered the 
Church and had the privilege of voting to have reinserted the word “extreme.” By — 
some means or other the word ‘extreme ” was left out in the discipline of the Church. 
The Conference decided to submit to a vote that the word “ extreme ” should be inserted 
in the rules of the church in this country, to place it in its proper place, as in the original 
rules of the Church. The connection would be this: the members of the Church ar 
not allowed to use intoxicating drink except in cases of extreme necessity. 

Rev. JOHN STEWART. 
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32292. In other words, it can only be used for medicinal purposes /—Yes, in 
regard to the question as to the deliverance being binding upon the people: from our 
district meetings and our annual conferences year by year there is a deliverance on the 
question in order to present it in the locality or within the bounds of the district. SoI 
should think that deliverance of the General Conference may be said to be authoritative 
for the whole Church. 

32293. Membership is not allowed to those who use liquor as a beverage, I believe. 
What is the position of those who are connected with the manufacture of drink ’—They 
are not allowed to do so. 

32294. Then no person who is engaged in the manufacture or traffic is allowed 
to become a member of the Church ?—He is liable to expulsion unless he resorts to deceit. 

32295. Then any~one who was engaged in the trafic at the time he applied for 
admission would be expelled ?—That is unless some unjust man in the locality should 
neglect or set aside the rules of the Church. 

32296. The rules of the Church would not allow him to be admitted into the Church 

~ as a member /—Quite so, I do not know of such an one who is a member in good 
standing of the Church ; I do not know any member of the Methodist Church who either 
manufactures or sells liquor unless he may be a druggist who has a license. 

32297. What is your opinion in regard to the use of wine at the sacrament !—There 
has been a great deal of laxity on the part of our own Church, but that I think is being 
corrected. If you will allow me, I will give an instance that came under my own notice. 
When in the Province of Quebec, at Knowlton in Brome County, we had a man addicted 
to drink who came to the sacrament at the Church in the neighbourhood. The duty of 
obtaining the wine was left with our recording steward. He went to the tavern and 
obtained a bottle of ordinary wine—the ordinary stuff they sold there—and when I 
presented to this man the bread he took it, and when I presented the wine he brought it 
towards his face and in a very excited manner thrust it back in my face. He explained 
afterwards that he had been addicted to drink. He said. “If I had put the goblet to 
my mouth I would certainly have had to swallow the contents.” I then made a vow in 
my own mind that I would never again present to my people fermented wine. 

32298. Speaking of that matter, which I know is a question that has often been 
discussed, I desire to ask you whether you know there are religious bodies that will only 
give the communion with wine that is fermented !/—Yes. 

32299. Has it ever occurred to you that a man coming to the table for that purpose 
may have strength given him that may not be given to him at other times, and in this 

way save him from falling into temptation ?—I do believe that. This man had only been 
very recently reformed, and I am sure the temptation was very strong. He was then 
fighting against the thirst for drink. I think it is within the privileges of our church 
officials te provide wine that will not have that effect. Since I resolved to provide 
wine of that kind to my people, I have been successful. I think it is our privilege to 
_ preserve our people from partaking of fermented wine that does not contain the intox- 
 icating quality. Just as our families preserve the juice of the grape, I have been able 


’ to do it. 
] 


32300. May not aman have grace given to him at such a time as that to enable 
him to resist temptation, which he might not be able to resist on another occasion wo] 
do not’ know, but I admit that it might be possible. J! think a man must receive grace 
from God to enable him to resist temptation on every occasion. 

32301. You spoke of the recording steward going to the village tavern and procur- 
ing this bottle of wine. In your experience as a minister, have you found great diffi- 
cully in obtaining fermented wine of a pure character !—Very great difficulty until we 
resorted to the other means. 

32302. Was there great difficulty in obtaining pure fermented wine =f never 
found it pure, so far as my judgment would go. I remember that on one occasion, 
previous to this time to which I have referred, when the wine was provided —I do not 
know who secured it, but it was the official steward to the section—I tasted a little of 
it myself, as it was my privilege to do, and I could not have taken more than half a 
teaspoonful ; but not being accustomed to use anything of the kind, I felt the effect of 
that small quantity in my head. It created dizziness, and when [ got through the 
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ceremony several ladies came to me and questioned me in regard to the wine. They 
told me that it had produced on them the very same effects that it had produced on me. 
T could refer the Commission to a statement which I saw in the Montreal Witness. 
Good wine was advertised in the papers, and by the Watness, as being specially prepar ed 
by a responsible firm—lI will not, of course, give the name—by whom wine is specially 
prepared from the pure juice of the grape for sacramental purposes. The Witness 
submitted a little of that wine for analysis. It was analysed by the official analyst of 
the province and of the Dominion, who found that there was only 15 p.c. of grape juice 
in the bottle. 

32303. What was the rest !—I could not say. 

32304. Apart from your experiences as a minister, living as you did in Ontario and 
in a great many sections of the country, have you had reason to believe that in the rural 
districts a great deal of adulterated stuff was sold at taverns for pure wine and pure 
liquor /—Yes, I found that to be the case. When I livedin Brampton, I was sixteen 
years old and was going to school there. There was a book-keeper employed by a 
wholesale and retail merchant. Of course, he had a large quantity of different kinds 
of liquor in the cellar. The book-keeper was addicted to drinking strong drink. 
One day when I came down’ the street I noticed a number of people around the 
establishment and also three physicians. They had found the book-keeper in the 
cellar, with a young lawyer. He was in the habit of taking oil of almonds to clear 
off the effects of liquor during the time he was at business. He took too much, 
and when he was called by the proprietor, did not appear. He occupied a room in the 
third story and one of the clerks ran up in a great hurry and found him in a dying 
condition. Before any of the physicians could reach him, he was dead. It was then 
found that oil of bitter almonds, bluestone and strychnine were used in the adultera- 
tion of the liquor. 

32305. Did you not find also in Ontario that many persons who purchased the 
compounds, sold under the name of liquors, were terribly affected by drinking them in 
small quantities ?—Yes. 

32306. They would become paralyzed, as it were ’—Yes; there was a time at 
Knowlton—I was there during three years—during which I never saw a drunken man 
but one, on the street, and he had not got the liquor within the town, but he brought 
it in from an adjoining town. After he had taken some of that liquor, he acted like a 
madman, and he ultimately died. That is one instance. 

32307. In regard to the main question as to the liquor traffic, of course you favour 
prohibition ?—Yes. 

32308. If the choice lay between licensed traffic and untrammelled sale, which 
would you prefer !/—In regard to untrammelled sale, I think that would be an extreme 
measure. I would rather have a license system, but a license system has many diffi- 
culties about it. The officials who are supposed to look after the carrying out of the 
law are so lax in their duties that if the system were adopted, it probably would not be 
enforced. Of course it would be very much better than untrammelled sale. I think 
the license system should be amended, and the officials to whom we look for the carrying 
out of the law should be placed under proper bonds to do their duty. I have found 
that the officers of the law cannot do anything wrong before a court, and they are sworn 
to perform their duties. If they were compelled to carry out the law as they should do, 
I think it would be more satisfactory than it is at present. 

32309. From your experience, do’ you think it would be well to make provision for 
a rigid and firm enforcement of the license law, and also inspection of liquors sold and 
as to their quality /—I certainly do. I think the officers should be permitted, where there 
as is a question of illicit sale, to search the premises and confiscate the liquor. 

32310. Would you favour the granting of compensation to brewers and distillers in 
the event of the enactment of a general prohibitory law ?/—I do not think so. JI answer 
that question readily, because I ee thought a great deal over that matter. I think 
any class of men who have invested their money in a business which they must know 
is very questionable, inasmuch as so much harm arises from the traftic, and who more- 
over hold their licenses only from year to year, must be aware that if a prohibitory law 

Rey. Jonn Srewarr. 
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were to be enacted, they were liable to lose their capital. If a prohibitory law should 
be enacted, I think the Government should give them an opportunity of dealing with 
their business and disposing of it in some way. 

32311. What is the state of affairs in regard to the liquor traffic in the district 
where you now reside ?—On May 10th, there was a vote taken on prohibition in the 
municipality of South Norfolk. The vote stood, I think, between 40 or 50 against, to 
between 200 and 300 for the local option law. It was set aside by one of the J udges of 
this province on the ground of some technicality. The fact is, that if the people had 
had the money, they would have been able to set aside the decision of the J udge because 
the premise on which his decision rested was not true. The law requires that an adver- 
tisement shall be inserted in the nearest newspaper to the municipality where the vote 
is being submitted. There was no newspaper there ; Carberry is situated on the north- 
west of the municipality and Portage la Prairie on the north-east. They thought it 
would be sufficient to publish it in the Portage paper and not in Carberry, but it was 
held that Carberry was nearer. On sucha technicality, the decision of the election was 
reversed. There are no licenses in the town where we live; applicants cannot get licenses. 

32312. How many votes were available ?—I think 1,000 for the district. 

32313. And only 350 votes were given, I understand ?—I have only given the 
figures of the vote from memory. 

32314. Was there a considerable absence of the voters from the polls ’—From my 
statement it would appear so, but I must fall back on the facts, and I understood from 
the municipal clerk that there was a very strong vote brought out. 

32315. Of the vote that did come out, there was a very large majority in favour of 
local option !—Yes. 

32316. The feeling of the people is such that noglicenses are granted ?—No licenses 
are granted at Treherne. 

32317. Are there any licenses granted near by /—From time to time. When the 
local option was passed and before the issuing of the new license law, a hotel-keeper at 
Holland, about ten miles west of here, tried to obtain a license but has not succeeded 

et. 
f 32318. It is ten miles from your residence to the nearest tavern and no licenses 
are granted. Do you think there is any illicit sale7—Not any to my knowledge, and 
none to any great extent. 

32319. Are the people prohibited from bringing in liquor for their own personal 
use from other places ?—I think most of the liquor got in our town is brought in in that 
way. It would not pay them to sell liquor in quantities in view of the small sale 
within our town. 

32320. How do you find the prohibitive provisions are carried out in regard to 
closing on Sunday ?—In regard to Sunday, I can say that there have never been any 
disturbances. However, I believe there has been liquor sold. The only time that 
licenses were in force since I went to Treherne was during six months. The issue of the 
license was in dispute, and when the question of renewal came up in May or June, the 
town was turbulent and so disorderly that the ladies would not go on the street. 

32321. Do you mean while the licenses were in force !—Yes. A small jail was built, 
but by the time it was finished with bolts and bars, licenses were refused, and there has 
never been any person placed in it. 

32322. Were they residents of the place who were so turbulent?—They were 
parties who came in and got drink. A horse was ridden into the bar-room with two 


- men on its back and a third trying to get on—they brought the horse to the bar to treat 


him. Such conduct as that was enough to prompt the people to adopt some remedy for 
the evil. 

32323. Would there not be a provision under the license law to enable the Inspector 
to bring up such a man for keeping a disorderly house !—I have no disposition to find 
fault with the officers appointed. The principal officer lives in this city, and it was 
pretty difficult to get him there in time to deal with the case. That, of course, was the 
trouble. 

32324. Who are his deputies !—I do not know that he has any deputies there ; 
that is also a great trouble. 
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32325, Under the present license law, do you think it would be well if there were 
officers appointed in the outer districts who could report and act with their chief in 
Winnipeg ?—I do. 

32326. Some officers appointed who would have power to act !—I think that would 
be a good measure. The difticulty that would still exist would be that there would not 
be a prosecuting officer. It is left, I understand, to the municipality to appoint a license 
inspector. The municipality has to appoint an officer and pay his salary and the people 
do not wish to pay a man’s salary for such little work. There is another difficulty that 
exists. While there are temperance people, as a rule the majority do not wish to pay 
any man $500 for working to that extent for the municipality. Ifthe duty was entrusted 
to the Justice of the municipality of appointing an officer, who at the same time might 
be connected with some other office, such, for instance as that of head constable, in that 
way they would be able to raise the money, and the difiiculty would be removed. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


32327. How does prohibition work in your district /—I think my answer to a 
similar question was, as well as we could expect under the circumstances. 

32328. I did not know that that answer applied to the feeling at the provincial 
election, but rather to prohibition in other places !—Yes. 

32329. Are you able to say anything different about the feeling in Manitoba, where 
you have lived and had experience of it !—I have an opportunity of judging of the feel- 
ing here. I am connected with a very large temperance lodge, with the Good Templars, 
and I have an opportunity of gauging the sentiment of 150 members. My pastoral 
duties extend to Holland, a town west, which I attend to as well as Treherne, and I 
know the sentiment of the people ¢here, and the large majority are in favour of temper- 
ance principles, and I believe would be in favour of prohibition. 

32330. What is the name of the polling district /—Treherne. 

32331. Do you remember, if the vote rendered there was strongly in favour of pro- 
hibition ?— Yes. 

32332. Do you think that vote fairly represented the feelings of the people /—I do, 
and also the intelligent action of the people. 

32333. It was not done in a panic?—No, I think it is rather too hard on the 
inhabitants of Manitoba to say that we are an unthinking people. 

32334, You have lived near Vermont ?—Yes. 

32335. Did you have the opportunity of observing prohibition in the State of Ver- 
mont /—No. 

32336. Then you are not able to speak with definiteness on that point /—I do not 
think, from what I do remember, that they were a reckless drinking people in that 
State, or we would have known something about it. I lived in the Eastern Townships, 
near the boundary line, for 15 years. 

32337. The Commission has had the testimony of a gentleman in the Eastern Town- 
ships who travelled through Vermont a good deal, and who stated that prohibition had 
met with a good deal of success, and I thought, perhaps, you had also visited the State ? 
—I have been across the line. I was impressed with the law there, but I would not wish 
to say anything about it, because I am not posted. 

32338. Have you had an opportunity of comparing a community under a license 
law with one under prohibition, and if so, what is the result of your comparison !—I 
have been in seven different places within the three provinces where prohibition has 
been in existence in one form or another, and I have found in every case that it was 
beneficial, that it was against the drunkard and in favour of people who were in favour 
of temperance. 

32339. You have stated that you have found a great deal of trouble arising from 
intemperance. Have you found that the drink trade has been an interference with 
your work as a christian worker ?—Yes, in this way: I find that a man taking strong 
drink does not attend Divine service, and I do not often have a tavern-keeper or a rum- 
seller in my congregation. In conference with other ministers, I have found that their 
experience have been very similar to my own. In regard to habitual drinkers, I find 
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that they absent themselves from service and do not attend for some time, and then they 
take heart and return to service. It is a difficult matter to approach a man who is a 
habitual drinker to try and persuade him to reform. 

32340. Have you found that the drink trade, as established by license, has a demoral- 
izing effect on the community, not only on those who are addicted to drink but upon the 
community at large, as it dulls their moral sense /—Yes, I believe it has such an effect. 
The license system gives a legitimate cast to the drink and to the fact that the bar 
is open. The young people are found in the evenings in the hotels; they are tempted - 
to drink, whereas if the bar was not, and liquor was not there, the young men coming 
into the hotels to get their meals, as well as the older men, would not be tempted as 
they are now in any community where the license system exists. I think that the 
legalization of the drink trade gives the people a right to uphold it ; they are ready to 
defend themselves, and they drink because they have paid money for the privilege of 
selling. 

32341. From your thirty years’ experience in, pastoral work over a very large area 
of country, have you observed whether, to any great extent, the drink trade and drink 
habit are the causes which lead to crime, immorality, poverty, neglect of women and 
children and neglect of religion /—That question covers the ground very fairly ; that has 
been my experience. The greater part of the evils I have known have originated in 
drink, in fact, in nearly all cases. In the town where I live there is a young merchant, 
who told me one time that before he was in favour of moderate drinking, but when he 
found that he was getting into the habit of going into the bar-room and spending money 
that should have been spent for groceries, he was cured of that tendency, and he is now 
with us. He is a Roman Catholic, I do not wish to lower him on that account—I mean 
to say that I am a Methodist. It might be thought that by influence I secured power 
over him and in that way obtained his co-operation, but he is not with our communi- 
cants, and at the same time he is a religious young man in business. His change may 
have taken place by reason of business principles, but still it had that effect. 

32342. Do you believe that enforced prohibition would greatly benefit the country, 
economically and morally ?—I do. If the Government granted prohibition, they could 
carry out the law if they would honestly endeavour to do so. 

32343. You are speaking about enforced prohibition!—Yes. The question has 
come up in my own mind: Would there not be great difficulty in working the law ? 
Then I have thought that if liquor were prohibited throughout the country, and its 
manufacture prohibited, it would not be so difficult to work the law. The only sources 
of trouble would be smuggling and illicit trade. At the same time, I am sure the 
revenue officers would be able to look after that, as they look after the drink under the 
license system. 


DUNCAN McARTHUR, Banker, Winnipeg, submitted the following written 


statement :— 


WINNIPEG, Manrropa, 24th October, 1892. 


The Hon. JupGk McDona.p and Rey. Dr. McLeop, 
Commissioners, Royal Commission on the Liquor Traffic : 

Dear Sirs,—Availing myself of the permission kindly given me by you to express 
my views in writing on the subject of your inquiry, I have now to say, replying 
seriatim on the various points contained in the list with which I have been furnished :— 

32343. There has been a great and beneficial change in the social customs of the 
people of this city and of the Province generally since the time I first came here, about 
twenty years ago ; and this is particularly true as regards the use of spirituous hquors, 
although the practice of drinking prevails still to a considerable extent. 

I think, as regards sobriety, that this Province will, as a whole, compare favourably 


with any other part of the Dominion. 
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The influence of the various churches and temperance societies which have taken 
up this subject has been great, and conducive in a great measure to the existing state 
of things. The example set by the late and the present Lieutenant-Governor of this 
Province in abolishing the use of all liquors at Government House has also had its value 
in the same direction! 

3. The effect of the liquor traffic on business and in families in this Province has, 
speaking from my experience, been prejudicial, and this is particularly the case with 
regard to the use of spirituous liquors. The yearly spirituous liquor bill of Manitoba 
and the North-west Territories, which amounts to a considerable sum, is almost a dead 
loss to the community, inasmuch as those liquors are all imported and leave no equiva- 
lent of even benefit, except the profit made by the vendors. In the case of malt liquors 
manufactured within the province and territories, a certain benefit accrues to the manu- 
facturers and employees and to those who furnish the barley, etc. This loss can be ill 
afforded by the people of a new country like this, where, although the natural resources 
are great, capital has not had sufficient time to accumulate to any adequate extent, and 
in consequence money may be expected to continue to be scarce for some time to come. 

With regard to families, I am of the opinion that the sale of liquors has an injurious 
effect on family life, but as this touches the moral side of the question, which I under- 
stand does not enter into your investigation at present, but which after all is its great- 
est side, I shall not follow this point further. 

4. License law licenses are obtained by application to the license commissioners, 
supported by petition made by a certain number of the nearest residents. The law is 
fairly well observed on week days and also on Sundays, as far as I am aware. I am not 
aware that the sale of intoxicating liquors to minors has been carried on to any great 
extent in this Province. As regards the Indians, who are the wards of the Dominion 
Government, I know that liquor has been too frequently supplied to them, perhaps not 
directly but through intermediary means, and as the effect of liquor on this class of 
people is most demoralizing, stringent measures should be taken to prevent their obtain- 
ing it, either by direct or indirect means. 

With regard to the separation of lquors from groceries, I think this should be 
done, as the sale of liquors under grocery licenses supplies pernicious facilities in certain 
cases. 

As to the comparative influence of hotel and saloon bars, I have to say that we 
have no saloon bars in this city ; but before they were abolished, their effect was worse 
than the bars of hotels. I think it is in all cases advisable to have high license fees, 
inasmuch as this has the effect of limiting the number of places where drink is sold, 
and consequently reducing the facilities to indulge in casual and, to some extent also, to 
habitual drinking. I am also of the opinion that the sale of liquor should be abolished 
in billiard and pool rooms. 

5. Iam not aware that the adulteration of liquors prevails to any extent in this 
Province: I have never known a case of this kind to have occurred. 

6. The illicit sale of liquor prevails to a certain extent, but less now than formerly. 
I think it is probable that it will disappear in the-course of a short time. 

I think the treatment of persistent drunkards, as long as the Government 
authorizes the sale of intoxicating drinks and in view of the fact that a certain percent- 
age of the population is, owing to. physiological peculiarities, unable to resist the appe- 
tite for drink when it is once acquired, should be undertaken or supervised by the Gov- 
ernment in establishments maintained for that purpose. 

8. The use of light wines and ales is doubtless preferable to stronger liquors, 
but in many cases they form the thin end of the wedge and in time give place to 
indulgence in stronger drink. In this connection it isa significant fact that the people 
of northern countries are more addicted to the use of ardent s spirits than those of southern 
latitudes. 

9. IT have had no experience of the laws and customs of other countries on this 
subject. 

10. (a) With regard to prohibition, I believe the principle, if duly avowed by a 
considerable majority of the people, is one which should be enforced. 

Duncan McARTHUR. 
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(6.) I further believe it to be practicable throughout the Dominion, if properly 
enforced, and eminently so in a province like Manitoba, which at present has a small 
population, by the majority of whom the principle has been endorsed. 

(c.) In the event of prohibition being enacted, it would only be fair, in my opinion, 
to remunerate the distillers and brewers for their plant, etc. The capital invested in 
distilleries, breweries, cider mills and barrelling establishments in the Dominion is 
estimated at about 16,000,000, for which, as a matter .f common equity, the parties 
interested should receive payment. This sum, although large, is less than the liquor bill 
of the Dominion for one year, the amount of which for 1891, including imported and 
home made spirits, wines, &c., plus customs and excise duties and the cost of licenses, 
was a little over $18,000,000.’ This estimate is at first cost. The revenue derived by the 
Dominion—6,600,000—from all classes of stimulants, could be made up by imposing 
slightly increased duties on other goods and by bringing within the scope of the Custom- 
house and excise office certain classes of goods which are at present not subject to duty. 

I remain, dear sirs, yours truly, 


DiMcA RTH UR: 


FREDERICK W. THOMPSON of Winnipeg, on being duly sworn, deposed as 
follows :— . 

By Judge McDonald : a 

32344, What is your business and occupation!—I am Manager of the Ogilvie 
Milling Co. 

32345. How long have you resided in Winnipeg !—Ten years. 

32346. From what province did you come ?—From the P ovince of Quebec. 

32347. During these ten years, have you occupied your present position ?—I have 
been employed in my present business. 

32348. How many men are employed by the Company /—We employ here from 
sixty to seventy-five. Of course the number varies according to the work there is to do, 
but we have seldom less than sixty. 

32349. Are they employed all the year !—Yes. 

32350. Of course the output is larger sometimes than at others!— Yes, we have a 
large number of men employed outside. 

32351. During the time you have resided here, have you observed any change in 
the social condition of the people in reference to the use of intoxicating liquor as a, 
beverage !—Not particularly. 

32352. In your own business have you found that you are affected injuriously by 
the liquor traffic !—I cannot say that I have found that we have been affected injuriously. 
Of course we compel sobriety on the part of our men. 

32353. Do you mean that you require them to be total abstainers !—No. 

32354. But simply the men must not drink to excess /—Yes ; we make insobriety 
the cause of immediate discharge. 

32355. Do you apply any test with respect to men whom you employ, except that 


when men are addicted to intemperance you discharge them ?—Yes, a man understands 


that when he engages himself with us. 

32356. Do you find from observation that there is much intemperance among your 
men ?—Very little. 

32357. Have you noticed any difference in the capacity of your men as between 
men who do not take liquor at all and men who take it in moderation?—I have not 
noticed that in any way. We may have some men who probably take a glass sometimes, 
and I may not know about it. 

32358. Then it is not noticeable to you on the part of men in your employ !— 
Quite so. 

21—8** 
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32359. Have you lived in a country where prohibition is in force ?—I lived in 
Missisquoi when the Dunkin Act was in force. 

32360. How was it enforced there?—I can only give my impression as a young 
man, probably too young, to judge of any social problem ; ; but so far as my observation 
went, I was not favourably impressed with the Dunkin Act. People appeared to be able 
to get liquor at anytime. I also lived there after ,the Act was repealed, and was 
struck with the fact that there was less drinking in the village where I lived under 
license than there was while the Dunkin Act was in force. 

32361. Have you made any study of the subject of prohibition !—I have not made 
it a study. 

32362. Have you considered the question whether in case of a prohibitory law being 
passed, it would be right to make compensation to brewers and distillers for their plant 
and property rendered useless ?—I have considered the question from that standpoint, 
and I must say that my idea is that there should be compensation paid. It is legalized 
as a business, and I think compensation should be granted. 

32363. Have you ever had any connection with the trade yourself ?—No, none 
whatever. JI ama temperance man myself and very seldom use liquor. 

32364, Then you have nothing to do with the trade ?—Nothing whatever. 

32365. Do you find this a sober community !—I have very often remarked that 
Winnipeg is a very sober city, so far as my observation goes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


32366. You say that you exact sobriety from your employers and are very particular 
in regard to the drink habit prevailing among them. Are you troubled more with that 
habit now than in earlier years?’—I cannot say that we notice any difference, it has 
been about the same for some time. 

32367. Have you noticed whether the drink habit affects the wage-earning power 
of an average employee ? When I say the drink habit, I do not mean excessive drinking, 
but the drink habit regularly indulged in, with more or less moderation—for modera- 
tion is a very elastic term. J ask that whether you have noticed that in the long run, 
workingmen from year to year who have indulged in the drink habit, lessen their 
wage-earning power !—I have probably not observed that condition very closely, but I 
should think they would do so. 

32368. Does the license system suit your views as an employer ’—Of course that 
would depend a great deal. If a man who drinks be a clever man, we might under 
certain circumstances retain him, so long as he did not drink to excess. Of course if we 
found him drinking to excess, we would drop him. 

32369. Then you look upon this matter from purely business principles ?— Yes. 

32370. Are most of your employees skilled mechanics or ordinary workingmen ?— 
The majority are skilled. 

32371. Do your men work in gangs, and does any part of the work require a certain 
number of ee to carry it on ?—Yes. 

32372. Have you ever found that the drinking habit of one man will interfere with 
the working of the whole gang 1— Yes. 

32373. Is that the reason why you will not have drinking men ?—I have never had 
that see ce 

32374. If you had a gang of six or eight men and one was a drinking man and 
was regular at his work, would that be an interference with the working of the others ? 
—_Not with the way we arrange the work. We always calculate to have a duplicate. 
We Bo our business on that principle. 

32375, Still you would get rid of a man of that sort, I suppose ?—Yes. 

5037 6. Speaking about your observation of the Dunkin Act, I understand you to 
say that some years have passed since you were there ?—It was over ten years ago. 

32377. Do you think the prohibition of the liquor traffic by the Dunkin Act or 
similar enactments really induce drunkenness !—No, I would not like to say that, but I 
regard the Dunkin Act as a farce. 

32378. Is it not a fact that there may be some defects in the appliances for its 
enforcement ?—There may be. 
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32379. Or indifference on the part of officials. Perhaps you do not remember ?— 
I do not remember. 

32380. Did you say liquor was obtainable under the Dunkin Act ?—Yes. 

32381. Was it less easily obtainable under the license law than it was under the 
Dunkin Act ?—There was more general sobriety. 

32382. Would it be because in the one case men get the drink regularly and in the 
other there were spurts of drunkenness !—It may be so. 

32383. Do you hold that under a prohibitory enactment a man gets drink only once 
in a while, whereas under the license law there is more regular drinking !—Of course, it 
is very difficult for me to answer that question. 

32384. There is the other fact, that when a community is under prohibition, a 
drunken man stands out very noticeably, whereas that is not the case when the commu- 
nity is under license law and. men are allowed to drink. Of course you would notice 
drunkenness in a prehibition community when we would not be struck by it in a license 
community !—My own opinion of prohibition as against license is, that the very fact 
that it is made difficult to obtain liquor, would lead to greater demoralization, to greater 
crime and breaking of the law. 

32385. Do you attribute the sobriety of Winnipeg to the fact that the drink trade 
is licensed in the city!—We have not had prohibition here, and it is pretty hard to 
judge of the law. 

32386. Then you cannot compare the two?!—Communities may be different, and 
there may be different classes of people. 

32387. Would you attribute the sobriety of Winnipeg to the facilities that are pro- 
vided for purchasing drink, if a man is disposed to get drink ; or would you attribute 
the sobriety to other influences that have operated on the people, so that they refrain 
from drinking!—I would prefer to give my impression as to the general sobriety of 
Winnipeg more from the standpoint of general prosperity. I believe that where a 
community is generally prosperous the people attend in a larger degree to sobriety. 

32388. Is not the other side true: where people are less sober there is a less 
tendency to prosperity /—That might also apply ; still I think the tendency of extreme 
depression is to create insobriety. 

32389. You think men would be more discouraged !—Yes. 

32390. As a business man and one having the management of one of the largest 
business houses and industries here, are you able to express an opinion as to the effect 
which the drink trade, as established, has on business generally ?—I do rot feel that I 
should express myself on that point ; I think it is a very wide question. 

32391. It is a purely business question, and I ask the question from you purely as 
a business man ?—I have not made a study of it. 

32392. As to compensation: you think the brewers and distillers might well be 
compensated if prohibition were enacted. Suppose in the change of the tariff law, your 
business were injured and practically destroyed, do you think your firm should be compen- 
sated ?—I do not think the time has come yet when it is necessary to consider that matter. 

32393. Yours is a legalized business, of course !—We are not paying a license. 

Rey. Dr. McLEOD.—That places you in a stronger position, for the brewers and 
distillers pay licenses simply for twelve months and at the end of twelve months they 
may go out of business. 

Jupce McDONALD.—Nor does the law require you to provide a certain kind of 
_ material or apparatus. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


32394. The question of trade is one that embraces all countries. Of course, in the 
event of a prohibition law being made general throughout the Dominion, it would have 
no effect on the manufacturing interests of other countries. So it may be stated that 
the plant might be removed to another country and brewers and distillers might have 
the opportunity of carrying on there, as a legitimate business, a business which then 
would be shut out here? Is it not a fact that every business man takes risks when he 


invests his capital /—That is true. 
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32395, He takes risks in regard to the changes in the tariff and other matters ?— 
Take our own business: we might have to adjust our business to meet the changed con- 
ditions of the tariff. 

32396. Of course that would involve loss ?—It would involve loss, and we might be 
compelled to reduce our wages or to reduce the cost of our raw material. We might 
not be driven out of the business, but at all events, we might be compelled to meet the 
changed conditions. 

32397. Do you think that if employees were compelled to accept reduced wages 
they would also have a fair claim for compensation, or if the farmers were compelled to 
take less prices for their raw material, they would also have a fair claim for compensa- 
tion !—If the market failed owing to the changed conditions, [ do not think that would 
apply. 

32398. I will not press the question further, but I thought you had given some 
thought to it as a business man, and I only put this question because it might seem to 
some people that all these things are on the same footing ; and if there is any difler: nce, 
the distillers and brewers might not seem to have the same claim, because tieir business 
is different from the others in this, that it is subject to restrictions and subject also to 
license from year to year, and they have to obtain authority from year to year to con- 
duct their business, whereas your business goes on without any special authority, no 
one denying your right /—Yes. 


By Judge McDonald : 


32399. Your business, of course, might be closed by the enactment of a trade law. 
Supposing the Dominion Parliament passed a law directing that you should not manu- 
facture flour for the future, would you not consider that Parliament, as representing the 
country, should remunerate you !—I should certainly do so. 

32400. It must be remembered that we are not speaking now of the results of legis- 
lation indirectly, but of legislation directly, at a particular business with a view of sup- 
pressing it, and at a business which has been legalized and is legalized to-day. The 
question arises whether in this connection it would not be just to make compensation to: 
parties whose capital is invested in the business !— My opinion of the matter is, that there 
should be compensation given when the Government by legislation takes steps to close 
up entirely a business. Of course, a vast amount of money has been expended in build- 
ings and so on. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


32401. Do you understand there is any difference between a man factory for flour 
and a distillery or brewery ; are they different in character ?—In what way 

32402. Does their legitimacy differ /—Yes. 

32403. Your industry is right in the very nature of things, I suppose ?—Yes. 

32404. The other is a legalized business, which has the authority of the Govern- 
ment from year to year !/—Yes, and is thus recognized. 


FrepERIcK W. THOMPSON. 
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ANDREW DYKES, of Winnipeg, Tea Merchant, on being duly sworn, deposed as 
follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


32405. How long have you resided in Winnipeg ?—A little over 10 years. 

32406. Did you come here from one of the other provinces ?—I came here from 
Massachusetts. 

32407. Have you been all the time since you came here engaged in the same line of 
business !—Not all the whole time; I have been seven years engaged in the same 
line. 

32408. Are you in the wholesale or retail ?—In the retail. 

32409. Have you ever lived in a country where prohibition was the law ?—I have 
lived in localities where prohibition was in force. 

32410. Where ?—In Melrose, Massachusetts. There was local option there. 

32411, Was it continued from year to year by the vote of the people ?—Yes. 

32412. How large a place is it /—The population is 5,000. 

32413. Is it a township or a town ?—It is a town. 

32414. Is it governed by a Mayor and Council, or by Select Men ?—Neither. 

32415. Who governs the affairs of the town?!—The men are more like Commis- 

~ sioners. 

32416. Do you hold a town’s meeting ?— Yes. 

32417. How was prohibition carried /—By the vote of the people. 

* 32418. Is a vote taken of necessity every year ?—No, every third year they have 
a right to repeal the law ; but it was never repealed while I was there. 

32419. Did the law work well ?—Yes. 

32420. Did it work well in regard to the sale of liquor ?—There were occasionally 
breaches of the law. 

32421. You have stated that the population was about 5,000; how large would 
the territory be? Would it be one mile each way !—It would probably cover three and 
a half miles or three miles square. 

32422. How was the law in that section of the country adopted /—It was in con- 
nection with license. 

32423. So the people could bring it in or not, according to their own desire /—Cer- 
tainly. ‘ 

S249, Could the people bring in liquor for their own use !—Certainly. 

32425. Then, prohibition would not prevent the sale and keeping for sale of liquor ? 
—There was a hotel license. 

32426. What were the difficulties you encountered in carrying out the law ?—The 
only difficulty we ever encountered was illicit sale. 

32427. By*whom was it carried on ?—By houses of prostitution, generally. 

32428. What class of people went into these houses to get liquor ?—The best and 
most intelligent. 

32429. Was no attempt made to stop them !—Yes. 

32430. Successfully /—Yes, very successfully. 

32431. Were they done away with altogether !—For the time being. The penalty 
was $100 fine, and on second conviction notice to quit. All the places where liquor 
was sold were declared to be a public nuisance. 

. 32432. Did new places spring up ?—Occasionally. 

32433. Would new people come in?—Very rarely. The old people would generally 
stay there. ; ; 

32434. Did the people of the more respectable classes bring liquor in from other 
places ’—No doubt they did. 

32435. Then you came here, to Winnipeg. Have you had any experience of pro- 
hibition in the North-west !—No. fact 

32436. How have you found the license law work in Winnipeg : have you found 
any difficulty in regard to carrying it out ?—Yes, I think we have had great difficulties. 

32437. Are you opposed to a license law = |Pam. 
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32438. Do you consider it a sin to license the traflic?—I am not able to say that 
it is right to license the traffic ; I do not think it is right to license a wrong. 

32439. From your point of view, the only correct course is entire prohibition ?— 
Yes, entire prohibition. 

32440. Suppose you had the choice between a license law and no restriction, which 
would you prefer !—I would vote for no restriction in preference to a license law. Its 
demoralizing effects would remedy themselves. 

32441. In case of non-restriction, you would not feel that you were bound, as a 
citizen, by the making of the law ?—No, if it became a matter of compulsion to choose 
between the two, I would vote for untrammelled sale. If it is a legitimate trade it 
should not be licensed. 

32442. Holding your view, then, your choice would be total prohibition /—Certainly. 

32443, In such a case, would you make compensation to the distillers and brewers, 
for the loss of their plant, in the event of a general prohibitory law being enacted !—I 
would not. No other trade receives compensation if that trade is done away with. 

32444. What trade has been done away with /—I saw the old stages running. 

32445, What state did away with them ?—The railways. 

32446. Then they were not done away with by legislation /—Legislation for the 
railways had to be carried. 

32447. No one prevented the stages from running, I believe. Supposing Great 
Britain had decided that no man should drive a stage, but that the whole business should 
be done away with, should not those people then have been compensated !—That is 
impossible. The equivalent was done, for Jaws were passed which drove the stage 
coaches away. 2 

32448. How would you put a stop to the manufacture of intoxicating liquor—b 
what instrumentality !/— By law. 

32449. If the Legislature, after licensing the stages and requiring a certain class 
of stage to be run and other requirements to be fulfilled, had then turned round and 
declared that no stages whatever should be allowed to run, would there not have been a 
fair claim for compensation /—No; because they were licensed for a limited time. 

32450. And you take the same view in regard to the drink trade ?—I have been in 
the liquor traffic. A license was granted to me for one year, 

32451. To manufacture and sell !—Yes. 

32452. Where was it /—In Leeds, Yorkshire. 

32453, What did you manufacture !/—Beer ; for a period I was a brewer. 

32454. What was your output in a year ?—I ‘could not give you the output ; it was 
ten years ago. 

32455. How many barrels a year did you produce }—We would brew, perhaps, ten 
to fifteen barrels a week. 

32456. Did you sell them yourself ’—I was connected with three different places. 
The beer in Yorkshire is nearly all home-brewed. 

32457, Then it is pure brew ?—Yes. 

32458. Is it made from hops /—Pure hops and malt ; but it is greatly adulterated 
after it leaves the brewer. 

32459. So, at all events, you look upon the whole article as impure ?—No, I think 
beer if properly brewed is pure. 

32460. Supposing such beer as you made was the only beer used, would you be 
satisfied to have it used !—No. 

32461. You would do away with it !—Yes, I think it is harmful. 

32462. Is it harmful from every point of view !—Yes. 

32463. So when you speak of the beer being pure, you mean the compounds were 
pure !/—Yes. 

32464. Did you go out of the business before you left England ?—Yes. 

32465. Did you become convinced of the wrong of it ?—I did, it was a wrong all 
the time I was in it. 

32466. Did that strike you while you were in it.—It did. 

32467. Do you consider you were the cause of injury to your fellow men ?—I do. 
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32468. How long were you in this state of mind before you gave up brewing ?—For 
at least two years out of the three. 

32469. Then you gave it up ?—TI did. 

32470. So really it was a matter of conscience that compelled you to give up the 
traffic Yes. 

32471. And it was done by your own act, not by any legislation ?—Quite so. 
Speaking of prohibition we had an instance in this city. 

32472. What was that !—It was doing away with the license of the London Hotel 
near the Canadian Pacific Railway. The Canadian Pacific Railway employees largely 
petitioned against granting the license, and the people in the neighbourhood also did so ; 
and the license was not granted. There was no compensation given to the man, not- 
withstanding the fact that the license was taken away, and he was right in the city of 
Winnipeg. 

32473. What was taken away from him ?—The license. 

32474. What else !—If you take away the license he has no right to sell spirits and 
liquors, and when he lost that, the house had to shut up. 

32475. Have you any suggestions to make to the Commission, from your experience 
as to improvements in the license law, if the license law is to be kept in force ?—I would 
have all laws enforced. 

32476. Do you think the law is not enforced at present ?— Decidedly not. 

32477. In what way !—The law in Manitoba, as it stands, is a good law if it were 
well enforced. 

32478. You think, then, the officers do not enforce it ?—No, there is no officer 
appointed to enforce it, or rather there is only one. 

32479.-Of course then, he has too heavy work to perform !—Yes. 

32480. Do you think the proper course would be to have more officers appointed by 
the Government !—Yes, by the Government, and they could see that the law is properly 
observed. 

32481. If there is to be a license law, would you favour a rigid and strict inspection 
of liquors to see that they were pure ?—Yes. 

32482. Have you considered the question of high license and a limitation of the 
number of licenses issued !—The number is limited now. 

32483. I mean a limitation of the number so as to bring it down to a very small 
limit ?—I would prefer anything that would limit the number ; I would rather not have 
them at all, but I would certainly limit the number. The fewer we have the less evil. 

32484, Are there any other suggestions you desire to offer to the Commission /—I 
do not know of any. 


by Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


32485. You evidently hold strong opinions as to the character of the drink trade, 
that it is not beneficial to humanity in any respect !—That is what I say. 

32486. Have you noticed that the liquor trade, as carried on, affects other branches 
of business /—Yes, I have. : 

32487. Are they affected injuriously or beneficially !/—Injuriously. 

32488. In what way?—Men who drink do less trade and are unable to pay their debts. 

32489. Do you find that to be a general state of things /—Yes. 

32490. Do you find the drink trade as established affects the value of property ? 
—Yes. 

32491. In what way ?—I notice that in every city; in the community where the 
aristocracy live, they will have no licenses there. 

32492. Does the granting of licenses affect the value of property in the business 
parts of the city ! For example, will it affect the value of your property if there is a 
saloon established alongside of it /—Yet, it affects the value. 

32493, Does it depreciate it 7—Yes, from a business point of view. . 

32494. Does it affect your insurance !—It does. 

32495. How is that /—When I was within one block from a saloon my insurance 
was at the rate of $2.50 on stock, whereas a little later on account of being next door 
to a saloon, the Insurance Company charged $2.75, id 
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32496. Was the proximity of the saloon the reason of the increase !—That was the 
reason they gave me. 

32497. Then you had to pay for being next to a saloon.—Yes, and I got no com- 
pensation. 

32498. So you have a claim for compensation !—I think so: it was an injustice. 

32499. I understand you to say that the license law in Winnipeg is not a success? 
—Yes. 

32500. Is there much illicit selling ?—Yes, there is very considerable. 

32501. Do you think there is very general violation of the prohibitory provisions 
of the license law in regard to selling after hours and on Sunday ?—I do. 

32502. From your observation, did you ever know of a place under the license law, 
where the prohibitory provisions of that law were observed !—I never did. 

32503. Has it been your observation that the licensees sell whenever they can ?— 
Always. 

32504. To whomsoever they can ?—To whomsoever they can. 

32505. Do you regard these ettorts to oppose the liquor traffic to be in the interest 
of a certain class or in the interest of the welfare of the community /—It the interest 
of the welfare of the community. 

32506. Supposing the liquor traftic was prohibited in Winnipeg, how would the 
people be benefited !—They would be greatly enriched. 

32507. How ?—The money spent on liquor would be spent on articles that would 
be of benefit, articles for the house and household comforts. A drunkard’s home is 
always a confortless home, and the drinker not only affects his own home but those of 
others. 

32508. Leaving drunkards aside, have you noticed that men. who cannot be called 
drunkards but men who drink regularly, are injuriously affected by the habit /—Yes. 

32509. Are they incapacitated for business?—Yes. A man who is not generally 
believed to be a drinker is often known to be one in his own house, long before, even 
years before, it is known outside. 

32510. Do you think there are moderate drinkers who drink under cover ?—Yes, 
in my own experience of the business. 

32511. Take the place in Massachusetts to which you have referred, where local 
option prevailed, and Winnipeg which has a license law, and compare the two places, 
remembering the difference in population: which is the better system, prohibition or 
license ?—Prohibition is by far the best syste. 

32512. You think that if it is practically and strictly carried out, it will show 
greater benefits 7—Every man owns his own house there, and people are often attracted 
to settle in such districts. There are several such localities surrounding Boston where 
there is total prohibition in force. 

32513 Then, in your opinion, prohibition enhances the value of property /—Yes. 

32514. Do you think as a business man that prohibition would be a desirable and 
practicable measure in this country ’—Yes. 

32515. Have you ever thought about the revenue question: the country derives a 
large revenue from the drink traffic. In your opinion, would the people become insolvent 
if they could not obtain these revenues ?—I think not. The revenue would be easier 
raised without it. ‘ 

32516, In what way would you adjust the matter ?—Our jails would be empty 
and our police court machinery would not be needed. 

32517. What would become of the capital invested in distilleries and breweries, 
and the fixtures of saloons and so on: would it lay idle ?—No, it would find investment 
in the homes of the people. 

32518. You think, then, there would be ample opportunity for investment ?— Yes 
for all capital is needed. 

32519. Then the money would not go begging here ?—No. My experience has been 
that money does not go begging in this country. 


ANDREW DyYKEs. 
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GEORGE F. GAULT, of Winnipeg, Wholesale Merchant, on being duly sworn 
deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


32520. What is your business or occupation ?—I am a wholesale merchant, and I 
have in connection with my business a liquor department. 

32521. As a grocer, you are engaged in the wholesale business ?—Yes. 

32522. And is your liquor department also wholesale /—Yes. 

32523. The license you hold would be similar to that of a shop license. What is 
the smallest quantity you are allowed to sell !—I could not say. I take no active part 
in the liquor department. I think a quart. 

32524, Is it in unbroken packages ?—I think so. 

32525. How long have you been a resident of Manitoba !—Between 10 and 11 
years, ; 
32526. Have you been in business during all that time ?—Yes. 

32527. During all the time you have been in Manitoba, have you lived in Win 
nipeg !— Yes. 

32528, Have you noticed any change in the social customs of the people !—I think 
they are steadily improving in every way. 

32529. Do you find Winnipeg to be a sober place !—Yes, exceedingly so in my 
opinion. 

32530. Does it compare favourably with other places !—Yes. 

32531. You refer- to places where you have travelled /—Yes, I have lived in 
Toronto and I have travelled a good deal. 

32532. Have you ever lived in a place where a prohibitory law was in force ?—I 
have visited places where the Dunkin Act was in force; in those days, I think the 
Dunkin Act was in force in Ontario. 

32533. That was before the Scott Act came in ?—Yes;I have also travelled in 
Ontario, not on business, through counties where the Scott Act was in force. 

32534. What was the result of your observations in those places where those laws 
were in force ; was there any sale of liquor for beverage purposes !/—I never knew any of 
those laws to interfere with the sale of liquor ; in fact, I have always found it more 
difficult to refuse to drink when one of those laws was in force ina place, than elsewhere 
where the license law was in force. 

32535. Have you had any experience in the working of a prohibitory law in the 
North-west Territories ?—I was in the Territories during the time the law was in force. 

32536. Was it possible then to obtain liquor for beverage purposes /— Yes. 

32537. Did you notice in the communities where the license law was in force that 
the quality of the liquor was as good as that obtained in the city /—I never noticed any 
difference. My experience in the Territories was, of course, limited. 

32538. Have you made the license law in force here a study as to its provisions? 
—Not as to its provisions. 

32539. Have you studied the question of prohibition !—I have thought a good deal 
about it. 

32540. Are you favourable or unfavourable to it ?—I am unfavourable to enforced 
prohibition, 

32541. Unfavourable to a law that would prohibit the manufacture and sale of 
liquor for beverage purposes /—Yes. 

32542. From your experience and observation, do you believe such a law could be 
passed and practically enforced 1—No. : 

32543. In case such a law should be passed, do you think remuneration should be 

_ made to brewers and distillers for the loss of their plant and machinery ?—Certainly ai 
do. I think if the public wish to make experiments of that kind they should be carried 
out at the expense of the public. I think the business of brewing has been carried on 
so long, and with other similar businesses existed so long, that they ought to be 
respected. 
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32544. Have you ever travelled in France !—Yes. 

32545. Have you noticed the customs of the people in regard to drinking alcoholic 
liquors /—My stay in France was a short one, and I am not able to express an opinion 
in regard to the matter. 

32546. The Commission would be glad to receive any suggestions you could offer in 
regard to the question of the liquor traffic and its regulation 11 think the excessive use 
of liquor is an evil. My opinion is that heavy duties should be placed on spirituous 
liquor. 

32547. Would you favour the reduction of the duties on light wines, and also with 
a view to the encouragement of their use !—I do not think the Anglo-Saxon race care 
anything about light wines and will not drink them. in my opinion the consumption 
of more ale should be encouraged to some extent, and it should be made cheaper than 
strong drink. I think ale is beneficial to most people. 

32548. Have you considered the question which appears not to have been dealt 
with, particularly in other parts of the country, but which is now being dealt with in 
Montreal, that is, of providing in each city some amusement in the shape of parks for 
the people ?—I think such things are a benefit, if properly conducted. 

32549. I suppose your city has not yet attained that growth which would make it 
necessary to provide such parks and amusements /—No. 

32550. Of course, when your city has attained to the size of Montreal, it will be- 
come an absolute necessity ?—I think such parks are a benefit, if properly conducted. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


32551. Is the license law well observed in Winnipeg?—I cannot express an 
opinion, because I really do not go about the city. I believe it is observed in Winnipeg 
fairly well, but of course that is merely hearsay. 

32552. Have you an acquaintance with any community that enables you to express 
an opinion as to whether a license law is anywhere well observed by the licensees !—I 
could not answer that question. 

32553. It has been in evidence, so far as Winnipeg is concerned, that there are 
very general violations of the prohibitory provisions, | refer to the provisions respecting 
sale after hours and on Sunday ’—I have seen nothing of it myself, but I could not say 
it was not so. 

32554, You have expressed yourself as being in favour of high license. Why do 
you favour high license !—I think the tendency to reduce the number of people engaged 
in the business and to reduce the number of people who are authorized to sell liquor, is 
to cause licensees to endeavour to carry out the law, because no doubt a man who pays 
a very high license will, for his own defence, be obliged to see that people who do not 
hold licenses are not selling liquor. It would be a matter of business with hini. 

32555. Do you think the licensees would become informers in that case 1—I do not 
know what steps would be taken, but I think high license would tend to prevent the 
illicit sale of liquor. 

32556. It has been held by some people, that high license, instead of preventing 
illicit sale, would probably help it, for this reason: A man who pays a high license 
occupies a high class place and attracts the better class of drinkers, but there is a cer- 
tain class who will: not resort to such places, they want humbler places, and they will 
frequent places seven feet by nine feet. High license, instead of interfering with illicit 
sale, would simply cause such small places to be started, because there will be a demand 
for them by the lower classes’—I do not think there is anything in that argument. 
The amount of trade from the lower classes, to which you refer, would warrant one or 
more places, according to the population, but the business would ‘probably be as_ profit- 
able, although better “conducted, as it is at present. 

32557. “What are the advantages of having a few places engaged in the trade /—I 
think they would be better conducted ; there would be higher classes of saloons and 
hotels—the business usually operates in ‘that way. . 

32558. Have you known of a high license law being successfully carried out in any 
My experience has been very limited. 

Grorce F. Gaur. 
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32559. The suggestion has been made to raise the price of drinks ?—Yes, I cer- 
tainly would do so. : 

32560. Would that shut out certain persons from getting drink !—TI think it would 
tend to prevent indiscriminate drinking, which is doing a great deal of injury and which 
has been a great evil. 

32561. Is the high class bar-room a promoter of treating, or does it deter drinking ? 
—I think it deters it to some extent. 

32562. Do you think high class places lead men to go in and take what is called a 
“soldier,” or do they go in groups !—Very often they go in pairs, but that is not what 
I meant by indiscriminate treating: I meant the pratice, which used to be in vogue, of 
inviting people who happen to be present to drink. That practice is dying out. 

32563. In raising the price of liquor, has it occurred to you that it might be legis- 
ating against the poor man, who might claim that he had as much right to drink as the 
rich man /—I do not think there is anything in that argument. You cannot prevent a 
rich man, if he is determined to have liquor, from obtaining it ; he will get it if he has 
to go out of the country to get it. » 

32564. I think you said that in your observation of the Scott Act and the Dunkin 
Act it was difficult to decline offers to drink. If it were more difficult to avoid drinking 
where the trade is illegal, why is it less difficult to decline where the trade is licensed ? 
—I have found in such places a great deal of bitter feeling and ill-feeling prevailing in 
the community. The community in such cases becomes divided into two classes, those 
who rebel against the law and those who want the law enforced. It is very difticult to 
avoid being on one side or the other, and the man who is a moderate drinker, or rather 
takes a drink when he feels inclined, cannot very well join in with the total abstainers, 
and therefore it is more difficult for him to avoid drinking when he is asked to drink. 

32565. Do you think it right that people who desire total prohibition should submit 
to those who are against it /—I think any one who makes a nuisance of himself, or who 
is disorderly, should be punished. Respectable people should be protected, and the law 
should impose sufficient penalties to suppress an improper state of things. 

32566. Can you state further anything in regard to prohibition in the North-west 
Territories !—Prohibition in the Territories, from all I have seen and heard, led to 
excessive drinking. The people did not know what moderation was—at least a great 
many did not. When a person obtained a supply, amounting to two or three gallons in 
a keg, it would almost at once be consumed. Whena person obtained liquor there on a 
permit or by having it smuggled, he invited his friends and they drank to excess. That 
was my experience up there. 

32567. Was not the power of issuing permits indiscriminately exercised !—I do not 
think so. I think it was rather difficult in some cases to get permits. 

32568. According to the official returns, the quantity increased yery rapidly, from 
6,000 gallons in 1883, to 15,000 gallons in 1890, and the population did not increase in 
that ratio ’—In 1883, we had no communication with the North-west. The settler in 
the North-west lived a three or four weeks’ journey away from any place, and could not 
get liquor, and so I suppose it was not consumed in those early days, simply because it 
could not be obtained. \ 

32569. You have said that Winnipeg is an exceptionally sober place: what makes 
Winnipeg a sober place /—I think the people of the city are above the average. They 
are all nearly busily occupied. ~ 

32570. Do you think the licensed trade contributes to the sobriety of the city ?—I 
do not know exactly. The sale of liquor does not contribute to the sobriety of the place 
‘or otherwise ; probably there would be more or less abuse of liquor if we had not the 
license system as at present. 

32571. You are led to believe that from what knowledge /—From my experience 
in the North-west Territories and all I have learnt and seen in the east. 

32572. I believe you did not favour prohibition in the North-west Territories at the 
outset /—I am not sure that it was not a good thing at the outset. I am rather inclined 
to think it was. 

32573. What were the conditions —A sparsely settled country with a large terri- 

tory. During the building of the railway thousands of men were employed, and it was 
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probably an advantage to keep liquor away egos them. I know we all felt at the time 
that such was the case. 

32574. Would the introduction of iene have created disturbances ?—I think if 
you have three or four thousand workingmen together ang allow them to obtain as 
much liquor as they want, it has that tendency. 

32575. There are a good many thousands of men in Winnipeg and there is pro- 
vision made for them to set liquor here ; does it have the same tendency !—No, they 
have their homes and their settled occupations, and of course it is different. 

32576. Did you find any difference in the liquor trade in the North-west during 
the prohibition period as compared with now, or does not your trade extend into the 
North-west !— Yes. 

32577. Were your sales larger then than now ?—They have been larger under the 
license system, that is west of here. 

32578, Was the great bulk of liquor that was sent into the North-west during pro- 
hibitory years smugeled i in, carried in through illegal channels across the Border and 
when the license system was Inaugurated, liquor was taken in for the purpose of supply- 
ing stores? Was the supply in the Territories very much larger then ?—The quantity 
of liquor sent into the Territories could not be compared with that sent in in former 
years, because what was sent in in the old days was sent in and consumed at once, 
whereas now it is held and consumed as it is required. 

32579. Have you observed whether the liquor trade, as carried on here and else- 
where, is evil in any degree !—That is a difficult question to answer. The abuse of liquor 
is evil, and if a retail dealer is to be held responsible for the abuse of liquor it is a great 
pity, but I do not hold that he is responsible. 

32580. You think the trade is not responsible for the evils that result from the 
excessive or immoderate use of liquor ?—That question is also difficult to answer. No 
doubt, in some cases it is. In other cases a properly regulated trade regulates moderate 
drinking. A properly conducted license system is preferable to any attempt to enforce 
prohibition, that is neither palatable nor popular with the people. 

32581. You have spoken about a properly worked trade. What restrictions and 
regulations would you place upon the trade ?—It would require more consideration than 
I have given to the various Acts at present in force to answer. I could not express an 
opinion on it. 

32582. Why is it that this trade is distinguished from all other trades, and needs 
so much regulating !—Because people are apt to use too much strong drink, and it is 
only right that it should be regulated. 

32583. Do you know any ‘legalized _business that has to be regulated and restricted 
in the same way !—Not in this country. Where opium is used, it will probably have 
to be regulated in a similar manner. 

32584. Do you put the use of opium and that of liquor on the same basis !—I be- 
lieve the use of opium is fully as dangerous as the use of liquor. If it were possible to 
enforce prohibition, and I do not think it is possible, I believe that the people would 
use opium. 

32585. Is that one reason why You are not in favour of prohibition, lest pro- 
hibition might lead to the use of*epium?—That is one reason, but only one, and that is 
a remote one. 

32586. Is there any other legalized trade that has the same harmful tendencies as 
the liquor trade ?!—No, I do not recollect any. 

32587. Why is the liquor trade so restricted, and why is it necessary to compel 
those engaged in it to submit without protest to the restrictions?—I have already 
answered why the trade is illicit, and I cannot see why those engaged in it timidly sub- 
mit to the restrictions. 

32588. Do you believe that the hquor licensees are, generally, law observers ?—I 
know many of them are. 

32589. Supposing the will of the people were exercised in favour of prohibition 
and a prohibitory law were enacted, I suppose it follows that the licensees would discon- 
tinue the business ?—They would discontinue doing business under license. 

GEORGE F. GAuLt. 
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32590. How would they do it!—Some would do it illicitly and others would give 
up the business. You would drive the respectable element out of it, and their places 
would be filled by others who were not so scrupulous. 

32591. You regard those who carry on business illicitly as being not of the respect- 
able class !—I would not imagine they were. 

32592. What is your opinion of those who under license laws violate continually 
the prohibitive provisions of the license law ; are they of a reputable class ?—I do not 
know anything about supposed violations of the law. Ido not know what the law is 
and whether it is violated or not, so I cannot answer that question intelligently, it is 
all hearsay. 

32593. Will you state briefly your objections to a prohibitory law ?—I think it is 
demoralizing to a community. It raises all sorts of ill feeling in the community, and 
the experiences of the past have pointed how very willing people may be to vote for 
prohibitory laws and yet almost at the first opportunity they have invariably expressed a 
contrary opinion. Considering that fact, and the further fact that all the pressure is 
brought to bear on one side, that is on the side of temperance, I think those votes when 
they are registered against prohibition should be conclusive, as they express the opinion 
of the people. 

32594. Do you think that the prohibition of the trade would be more demoralizing 
than the continuance of the trade as it is now /—Yes. 

32595. Would enforced prohibition do good !—I do not believe that it is possible 
to enforce prohibition. 

32596. Do you think that it is a benefit /—If a man was willing to deny himself 
the use of liquor, undoubtedly in most cases it would be a benefit. Some things are 
benefits and some things are indulgences ; but I do not think that if you tried to prevent 
a man from getting liquor, it would be a beneficial act to him. 

32597. There are, of course, a lot of unfortunates who are unable to deny them- 
selves at all. Do you think it well to have some law passed in their interest ?—I think 
those people will always get liquor, until they are shut up. 

32598. Do you think it would be well to shut them up? Would you be in favour 
of providing inebriate asylums for them 1—A good way to manage them would be to 
shut them up. 

32599. Would you favour the establishment of inebriate asylums in which those 
respectable and unfortunate people could be taken care of !—Yes. 

32600. That question was asked of one witness who appeared before the Commis- 
sion, who said he would favour the establishment of inebriate asylums if they were 
used to incarcerate the men engaged in the trade. What is your opinion ?/—I do not 
think so. Itis about as sensible as some other suggestions I have heard. 

32601. Do you think it would be well for the Government to provide inebriate 
asylums for the care of those who, by reason of their drink habit, are unable to take care 
of themselves, and who come before the police courts and go to jail and afterwards 
again appear in court /—Yes, I think it would. 

32602. Would you make the care of those inebriates a charge against the trade : 
that is supposing it creates those nen!—I think the trade already contributes the bulk 
of the taxes of the country, and some of the money might be profitably expended in 
that way. 

32603. Does the trade or the people who support the trade contribute the bulk of 
the taxes 1—No doubt the consumer pays the taxes—of course it goes back to him. 

32604. There was a plebiscite in Manitoba a little while ago ; do you regard the 
result cf the poll as being significant —No. 

32605. For what reasons 7—I think experience has shown that sucha vote could 
be carried anywhere where the people have not had any experience of the two systems, 
and experience has shown that such an Act could not be carried where the people have 
had experience of the two systems. 

32606. Is that strictly correct !—Perhaps it is not strictly correct, but it is almost 
entirely the case. 

32607. Have you noticed that in Maine they have had a prohibitory law during 40 
years and after it was repealed, it was re-enacted, and then ran on more or less for 25 
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years, and the people then took it from the statute-book and put it in the Constitu- 
tion of the State by a majority of 30,000. There is a case where the people had expe- 
rience of prohibition for a generation, and they still were in favour of adopting it. Iowa 
furnished another illustration of the same kind !—I have always understood that liquor 
can be had in those States, and so long as liquor can be had, the people who want it 
will not raise any great objection to any law, however much it was attempted to be 
enforced. 

32608. Do you think a law in order to be a success, must be absolutely enforced 1 
—Yes. 

32609. Is there any law absolutely enforced !—Perhaps I could answer that ques- 
tion by saying that any other law would not be flagrantly violated. 

32610. If a law is violated more or less, and even if there is a considerable percent- 
age of violations, is not that a proof of the value of the law ?—It depends on what the 
crime is and what the infractions are—it depends on whether it runs against the com- 
mon sense of the people. 

32611. As a matter of fact, is there any law, moral or civil, that is absolutely en- 
forced and observed ?—I suppose there is no law that is not broken occasionally. 

32612. You would not repeal all laws if they were not thoroughly observed by the 
people as a whole, if they were enacted for the general good of the greater number ?—I 
cannot associate a prohibitory law with any other law ; there is no similarity to my 
mind between such a law and another law. 

32613. You are opposed to prohibition on business principles, I suppose ?—No; I 
have always been opposed to it, even when I was not in business. 

32614. Would not your personal interests influence more or less your views ?— 
No, I do not think so; they would not influence my views at all. 


By Judge McDonald : 


32615. You have never made a study of the Maine law personally ?—No. 

32616. Do you know that under that law people may obtain all the liquor they 
wish for beverage purposes so long as they do not buy it in the State ?—I do not know 
much about the Maine law, but I have heard that liquor was distributed freely in Maine. 

32617. The prohibition of the manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating 
beverages is, therefore, something different from the Maine law, for under that law 
liquor is allowed to be imported so long as it is not sold or kept for sale, only for per- 
sonal use, ina person’s own cellar or elsewhere, as is the case under the Scott Act. 
Could you, if you were dealing with the question and making a comparison with the 
Maine law, compare it with total prohibition : or would you not have to go on a differ- 
ent platform entirely in dealing with the case ?—I am not a believer in total prohibition. 

32618. In dealing with the matter, what views might influence people in the viola- 
tion and in the observance of such a law, if it were in force? Would you hope for a 
better enforcement of a law which prohibited merely local sale and keeping for sale, the 
people in the meanwhile being able to obtain liquor from outside, than of such a law as 
is proposed? Suppose there was an Act passed providing that no man should manufac- 
ture, import or sell liquor, would such a law be more fairly enforced than the Maine law 
or the Scott Act !—The law that would prevent the importation altogether would be 
more fairly enforced than a law which allowed free importation from other parts of the 
Dominion and allowed people to do what they liked with liquor, so long as they did not 
sell it. 

32619. Take a law that merely prevented them having it for sale as compared with a 
law that prevented them having it at all: which of those two laws would the people be 
more ready to obey ?—TI do not believe they would obey either of them. If liquor was 
imported into the country, you could not prevent people selling it. 

32620. Would you not be in this position : that a large number of people who were 
able to bring all the liquor they wished from other places, would view with a great deal 
of complacency infringements of the law that did not affect themselves !— People would 
consider that was not fair treatment, and the law would not have the moral support that 
an ordinary prohibition law has now. 
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32621. I understand that you have never lived in a country where a prohibitory 
law was in force, to ascertain whether the men who support prohibition might not at 
that very time have liquors in their cellars for their own use ?—I think a good many of 
them do so. 

32622. Would they support a prohibitory law that did not affect them ?—TI think 
they would be tired of such a law very soon, if their movements were permanently inter- 
fered with. 

32623. Would that have the effect of making such a man’s actions square with his 
professions ?—I think they could not advocate it. 

32624. We are told that in Scott Act counties in some cases people support the 
Scott Act, but at the same time they have what liquor they wish in their own cellars ? 
—I understand that is the case many a time. , 

32625. But they feel it to be a good thing not to allow liquor to be sold to their 
neighbours or exposed for sale /—I have great contempt for such people. 

32626. If those men found a law was to be submitted to prevent them getting 
liquor in that way, would they take the same line of action when the proposal was to 
restrict their own supplies ?—A great many would no doubt vote against prohibition if 
they could do so by ballot. 

32627. Do you think there is a great deal of hollow support of the law ?—Yes, I 
think a man is obliged to take one side or the other in the community. 

32628. About illicit sale in places where there is prohibition: do you think a 
general prohibitory law would prevent it to some extent? Would those men sell if 
there was no demand by the people ?— Undoubtedly there is a demand. 


By kev. Dr. McLeod : 


32629. Should there be a provision by Statute for every thing demanded by the 
people or by any section of the people?—It depends on the reasonableness of the 
demand. 


By Judge McDonald : 


32630. Take the classes of men to whom you referred, those for whom you thought it 
would be proper to provide inebriate asylums, persons who cannot restrict themselves: take 
a community in which there is a large percentage of such people, which would be the 
fairer course to adopt—to take liquor away from the vast bulk of the population who 
use it legitimately and moderately, or prohibit it altogether, in order to put it out 
of the way of men who should not get it, or place persistent drunkards in asylums 
and leave the others with their liberty ?—I think men addicted to drunkenness are 
suffering from a disease. I do not think they should be classed with men who take a 
glass of beer or spirits in moderation. 

32631-32. Do you find that this business is different from all other businesses ? 
—Yes. 


WITNESS came forward at a subsequent stage of the proceedings, and said: I 
wish to withdraw a statement I made this morning, without giving it sufficient consi- 
deration, and I do not wish it to go on record as part of my statement without any expla- 
ation. The examination led up to the question of inebriate asylums, and the way in 
which they should be supported. I believe I said that they should be supported at the 
public expense. J had never given the question such consideration as would enable me 
to give an intelligent opinion on it. I would not object to express an opinion if I had 


- fully considered the matter ; but that is a large question and requires no doubt full con- 


SSS 


sideration, and therefore I do not wish to go on record as having expressed an opinion 
that those asylums should be established and supported at the public expense. 
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WM. R. MULOCK, Q.C., of Winnipeg, Barrister, on being duly sworn, deposed 


as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


32633. How long have you resided in Winnipeg !/—About 10 years. 

32634. I believe you previously lived in Toronto ?— Yes. 

32635. Did you live in Ontario when a prohibitory law was in force ?—Not that I 
can recollect. 

32636. Since you came here, have you noticed a change in the social customs of 
the people in regard to the use of intoxicating liquor !—I have. 

32637. Did you notice similar changes before you left Ontario, going back to the 
earliest recoJlections you have, as to the quantity of wine used ?—I think there was a 
steady improvement. 

32638. Do you find less wine now used at social gatherings and at the table than 
was formerly the case 1—Decidedly. 

32639. And when you came to Winnipeg you found the state of things continued 
here ?—I did. 

32640. How do you find the working of the license law here ?—It is looked upon 
as more or less of a force by the people in the business, from all I hear and see. 

32641. You think, then, that the observance they render to the law is more or less 
compulsory ?—I cannot see that they observe it at all. 

32642. Then you think the law is broken ?—I know it is. 

32643. Do you mean in regard to the sale on Sunday !—Yes, and after hours on 
other days. 

32644. How about sale to minors: is there any trouble of that kind here ?—I do 
not know if there is much of that done here, but I have known of young men being 
found in saloons, young men who were under age. I presume, when I say saloons, I 
do not know where else they could have gone astray. 

32645. Do you know whether there is any difficulty in this province in regard to 
the sale of adulterated liquors !—I know nothing about it. 

32646. It is stated that in the older provinces this is a great difficulty ?—Yes. 

32647. Have you any suggestions to make in regard to the license law that would 
make it more efficient and enable it to be more efficiently observed !—I do not think 
any license law will be observed by saloon-keepers, as a rule. 

32648. Do you think that even if the license law were made more stringent, it 
would simply remain a dead letter ’—I think so. There is a general feeling that when 
a business has become legalized, no one wishes to turn informer on his neighbour in that 
way. 

32649. Could any improvement be made by securing more efficient inspection and 
by the appointment of some officers to carry out the law; would that be a step in the 
direction of making the law more efficient !—If there were more officers and they did 
their duty, the law would be better observed. 

326.0. We have been told by one or two witnesses that there is really only one 
officer in Manitoba as Inspector ?—That statement is hardly correct, as I understand the 
matter. It may have been the case until a short time ago, probably until within the 
last month or six weeks. I understand, however, that there has been a deputy appointed 
at Brandon and another at Portage la Prairie. But the facts connected with the 
Inspector I understand are, that there has only been one Inspector for the whole 
province and his allowance for expenses was a mere bagatelle, and it was really an office 
that should not be on the statute-book until it was properly constituted. 

32651. A witness was called this morning who stated that there was a provision in 
the law for the appointment of a local officer, but the salary had to be raised by the 
taxpayers, and this was found to be a burden?—I believe that is the case; there is 
something of the kind, but I am not quite sure of the duties of the person. 

32652. It has been stated by Mr. Clarke that the officer could be paid out of the 
local funds for his services ?—I know Iir. Ularke, in answer to my repeated complaints, 
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has stated that nothing was being done to enforce the law because he had not the means 
at his disposal. . 

32653. Do you know whether the city police endeavour to enforce the law ?—Not 
at all. 

32654. Do you assist in any way the officers to enforce the license law and see that 
it is observed !—I do not believe in the license law. 

32655. Do you look upon the licensing of the business as a sin ?—TI do. 

32656. Are you connected with the enforcement of the law in any way as a member 
of the association for securing total prohibition?—At the present moment I hold the 
office of President of the Prohibition League of Manitoba. 

32657. In discharging the duties of the position you hold as such, have you made 
efforts to procure the enforcement of the present law /—Yes, within the past ten days. 

32658. Has that action led to the appointment of other officers ?—I think the vote 
of the people caused that action to be taken, because it was done before we intervened. 

32659. To what extent have you intervened—for what have you asked ?—For the 
enforcement of the law or the cancellation of the law. I personally asked that, at all 
events. . 

32660. I might ask you at this point to explain the position?—The Government 
declines to accept the responsibility of enforcing the license law. Up to the present 
moment it has never been enforced, and now the position is a little strained as between 
the Government and the city in regard to this matter ; and correspondence is going on, 
some of which I have in my office on file. 

32661. Do the city police do anything towards enforcing the law ’—No; the Chief 
of Police has told me that such is the case. 

32662. You say you are President of a prohibitory league : so of course, you favour 
prohibition !—I am a prohibitionist. 

32663. Have you studied the question of granting compensation to brewers and 
distillers in the event of the enactment of a general prohibitory law?—I would give 
compensation under certain conditions. One condition is, that they give a bond to pay 
for all the damages assessed against them for the people and homes they have destroyed, 
because I know the majority will be against them. On those conditions I agree, other- 
wise I will not agree, to pay for a licensed sin. 

32664. Have you mapped out any pla of ascertaining the figures in connection 
with the damages to which you have referred ?—I think the statements of the witnesses 
before the Royal Commission would satisfy even the brewers themselves on this point, 
so that their claim would be withdrawn very quickly. I could produce witnesses from 
Winnipeg whose families I have been called upon to support by reason of drink. 

32665. Except on those terms you have mentioned, you would not pay remuneration 
to brewers and distillers ?—Certainly not. 

32666. Do you consider that there would be any difficulty in enforcing prohibi- 
tion ?—I can only say, as the Attorney General of this Province has said, if our people 
place such a law on the statute-book, there will be no difficulty in enforcing that law 
any more than any other law. 

32667. That is your view?—Yes. It is the view expressed by the Attorney 
_ General in the late compaign. 


| By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 

32668. Do you think the feeling in favour of prohibition is very strong throughout 
Manitoba ?—It is very strong. 

32669. Was the feeling fairly expressed by the recent plebiscite !—Yes. Prohibition 
received a majority of thousands. How, then, can it be said that itis not the expression 

of public opinion ? 

32670. Perhaps it was a joke !—The liquor men did not think it was a joke, because 
they took energetic action and scattered circulars far and wide in connection with the 
campaign. , 

32671. Then the liquor men went regularly into the campaign !—They did. I have 
three pamphlets, one of which was distributed just before the ballot was taken. 

$, 32672. Was it a one-sided agitation /—Indeed it was not. 
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32673. What was the character of the campaign in favour of prohibition ? Did you 
cover the field with speakers and did you resort to the usual campaign methods /—We 
were too poor in means to go into the campaign in that way. 

32674. Is that the reason you did not do so!—We could not afford to get any 
speakers from outside, and we simply had to do without them, and to do the best we 
could with local talent. 

32675. Could you give the Commission the figures of the vote /—I obtained the 
figures from the Department of the Attorney General, and I had them inserted in the 
Free Press, of which I have the slip here. The total vote on the plebiscite was 26,752. 
The total vote of the counties at the Provincial Legislature election for the same con- 
stituency aggregated 23,104. The total vote for the prohibition of the liquor trade was 
19,637 and the total vote against prohibition was 7,115, a majority equal practically to 
three to one. There are several constituencies the votes of which are not included. 
There is a difficulty in that regard. It seems the ballots for that election went into the 
ballot box of the Provincial Legislature and the number will not be known until the 
Legislature meets. 

32676. They had no statement from those constituencies I suppose, and there is no 
means of getting an official statement from those constituencies ?—That is what the 
Attorney General told me, and also that the majority in favour of prohibition would be 
very considerably increased when those figures are obtained. ‘The majority in favour of 
prohibition was 12,532 according to that return. 

32677. Do you think that was a deliberate expression of the people in favour of 
prohibition /—No man can think otherwise. 

32678. Do you think there is any difficulty attending the enforcement of a pro- 
hibitory law other than and greater than the difficulty of enforcing local option /—I can 
see no possible difference. 

32679. Is there not some difficulty in enforcing local option /—It would depend on 
the area. 

32680. What would be the chief difficulty in enforcing prohibition in preference to 
a license law in Winnipeg ?—The want of enforcement by officials is an element. I 
think it is against the disposition of Englishmen to turn informer against your neighbour, 
and in fact no one will inform. I myself have been in such a position, but I would not 
lodge any information against a man in the business. It is against my feeling as an 
Englishman to be an informer. We look to the Government to carry out the laws, and 
they should do their duty and punish offenders for breaches of the law. 

32681. There is a kind of conflict between the city and the Government !/—There 
is at the present time. 

32682. On whom does the responsibility rest, the city or the Government /—Do 
you mean under the law ? } 

32683. Yes.—I am not in a position to say ; I have never looked into the matter. 

32684. Does the Provincial Government issue the licenses !— Yes. . 

32685. Who receives the licence fees ?—A part goes to each. . 

32686. To whom does the larger part go ?—I think the fee is $250 and $200 goes 
to the Provincial Government. 

32687. Then they divide the fee ?—I think it is divided in that proportion. 

32688. Does not the law provide for the enforcement of the law and that certain 
officers shall give their attention to it, or is this provision only in regard to the Inspector ? 
—I think only the Inspector is appointed by the Government and specified under the 
provisions of the Act. 

32689. You spoke of what had been done during the last ten days. What was done 
during that period towards the enforcement of the law that was not done before, and by 
whom was it done?—The Mayor has informed me that, as Mayor of this city, he is 
going to see that the law is enforced, whether the duty falls on the Province or on the 
city, or he is going to know the reason why. I think that announcement, coupled with 
the fact that the Commission was coming here, had an effect. 

32690. Then you think the visit of the Commission has not been in vain ?—I hope 
not. But when I heard you say that you had seen three drunken men last Sunday, the 
announcement was like a cold wave, and I began to lose faith in the people. 
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32691. Do you know whether under the law a municipality can appoint Inspectors ? 
—Yes. 

32692. Such an officer would be a deputy of the Provincial Inspector, I suppose ?— 
Wes. 

32693. Do you believe that your Provincial Legislature, obeying the behest of the 
people as expressed at the recent plebiscite, will at the coming session enact a prohibi- 
tory law !—The Ministers gave their word, and I presume that they will keep their 
word. 

32694. Suppose the Provincial Government enact a prohibitory law for Manitoba ; 
do you see any difficulties in the way of carrying out that law ?—On the contrary, I do 
not think there is any area in: the world that is so suitable in which to have a prohibitory 
law enacted as Manitoba, and for these reasons: To the north we have an unknown 
region and Hudson’s Bay, which is frozen over for many months in the year and through 
which traffic never could regularly come, so far as this province is concerned. On the 
south we have, for the greater part of the distance, a prohibitory state, Dakota, in which 
prohibition will afford the best test as regards prohibition enacted here. I believe that 
if we had prohibition in. Manitoba there would be no doubt that the North-west Terri- 
tories would fall into line most heartily, and would gladly do so. On the east one 
constable on the Canadian Pacific Railway track would effectually prevent any liquor 
coming in from that direction. So one can hardly imagine any place better adapted for 
the enforcement of prohibition than Manitoba. 

32695. The fact of your favourable situation and the strong feeling in favour of 
prohibition, then, in your opinion, should make a prohibitory measure a success !—I think 
so unquestionably. 

32696. Do you believe that prohibition, enforced, as it would bein Manitoba, would 
be promotive of the material welfare of this province and of the social and moral 
welfare of the people ?—Prohibition can be looked at from various standpoints—from the 
Christian standpoint, from the political standpoint and from the economic standpoint. I 
think God’s law enforces prohibition, because God himself gives the law in the words : 
“ No drunkard shall inherit the kingdom of Heaven.” Therefore, the traffic which makes 
a drunkard must come within that limitation, and no Christain community should permit 
it to be carried on. From the political standpoint, no one will deny what you, 
Judge McDonald, stated at the opening of the Commission here, that it is undoubtedly 
an untold evil. If so, then observation should encourage prohibition as the State 
advances. From the economic standpoint, I think it would be well to take the money 
spent on liquor and bury it in the middle of the ocean, and the country would be an 
enormous gainer. 

32697. You think figures and statistics will prove that: what about the revenue 
derived from the traftic?—I believe in what Mr. Gladstone said, ‘‘Give me England 
sober, and I will never have to ask for revenue.” 

32698. The opinion was expressed by one of the largest employers of labour in the 
Maritime Provinces, if not in the Dominion, that he believed it would pay the country 
to expend every dollar of the revenue on the enforcement of a prohibitory law. Will 
you go so far as that /—I have never given the matter consideration from that stand- 
point ; but in my opinion it would, taking the figures submitted to the House by Mr. 
Foster in his last speech on the subject. 

32699. I think you said that there is relation between the trade and the drunkard : 
do you see a close relation between the two?—I see cause and effect. 

32700. You think it is not well for the State to establish a trade which produces 
that kind of effect /—I do not. I agree with Archdeacon Farrar in that respect. | 

32701. Have you knowledge of the North-west Territories /—I have been in the 
North-west Territories ; I was there for a visit, but I was sick most of the time. 

32702. As a professional man, coming in close contact with business men and busi- 
ness interests in the province, have you noticed that the liquor trade, in its wholesale 
department, and its retail department, and hotel, bar, restaurants, and’ everywhere else, 
has any effect whatever on other branches of trade in the country ’—I am not, of course, 
a business man ; but making use of my powers of observation, I have no hesitation at all 
in saying that the other trades are very seriously injured by it. All who have given 
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the subject consideration must necessarily admit that it is so. I will refer to a family 
which I have in my mind in this very city. The children have needed actual bed-cloth- 
ing, boots and shoes, bread and butter, and the necessaries of life, and the money that 
would have bought them went into the saloons. The innocent, therefore, suffer to that 
extent. 

32703. Have you observed whether such cases are rare, or whether there are 
comparatively many of such cases?—I am sorry to say that there are many of such 
cases. 

32704. Have you observed whether others than those who drink to excess cause 
their families to suffer, and whether regular drinkers and especially those who drink in 
moderation are so affected ?—I have observed such cases, and have even come across 
them in my own business. 

32705. I do not now refer simply to cases of excessive use !—Not simply to exces- 
sive use. 

32706. Do you regard the growing feeling as expressed in your plebiscite and in 
various ways throughout the country as one desirous of prohibition, and is the result due 
to observation on the part of the people of the effects of the trade ?—I do, the result of 
observation and education. 

32707. Speaking about compensation: you have expressed your opinion on that 
point. A witness before the Commission has stated that that question should be left to 
the people. Do you believe the people would vote in favour of granting compensation 
to brewers and distillers?—No, I do not think they would. I am satisfied that they 
would not approve of it, because in England two years ago, a Bill relating to the liquor 
trade, in which compensation was proposed, had to be withdrawn by the Government, 
although it had been carried by a large majority on the second reading. 

32708. Supposing, according to the recent vote, the majority in Winnipeg would 
be 1,300 to 1,400 in favour of a general prohibitory measure, would that mean that if 
prohibition were enacted and applied to Winnipeg, with a population of 30,000, it 
would be accepted and enforced !—I think so. I am perfectly set in my own mind on 
that point ; and it shows how deeply rooted the feeling is, when on the opportunity 
being given to the people, they expressed their opimion in that way. 

32709. Are you a member of the Church of England ?—TI am. 

32710. Are you a member of the Synod ?—I am a delegate to the Synod. 

32711. Has your Synod expressed its views on the temperance question and on 
prohibition ?—It has not ; but, perhaps, I may be wrong in my statement. I think the 
Synod did so six or seven years ago. I think it passed a resolution condemning the 
use of liquor, but I forget the terms of the resolution. Nothing has been done of late 
years. 


By Judge McDonald : 


32712. Kindly give the Commission a copy of that resolution ?—I will, if I can. T 
have a recollection of that resolution being passed, but I may be wrong. 

32713. In regard to the taking of wine: do you look upon the taking of wine, as 
a beverage, as a sin /—Yes, I think that is the only legitimate conclusion you can come 
to. 

32714. What about its use in the Holy Communion ?—I am strongly opposed 
to it. 

32715. You know that the Church of England in the Ecclesiastical Province of 
Canada has officially declared that it must be fermented wine that is used in the Holy 
Communion. Has there been any declaration in the Ecclesiastical Province of Rupert’s 
Land on the question ?—No, there was a declaration of the Pan-Anglican Conference 
which does not go that far. 

32716. Does the Church use anything but fermented wines?—No. 

32717. Would you prefer to see that practice changed ?—I think it is wrong. 

32718. You would use only unfermented wine?—That is the only right position to 
take, in my opinion. I have read everything I could lay my hands on respecting the 
matter, and I have formed that as my deliberate conclusion. 
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By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


32719. Your idea of prohibition I suppose, is a law prohibiting the manufacture or 
importation and sale of liquor for beverage purposes?—Yes. I would personally go 
further; but I cannot help feeling with respect to the Sacrament that if there was a 
conscientious feeling by some of the people that fermented wine should be used, we 
should not interfere with that, although I think it is wrong. 


By Judge McDonald : 


32720. Would you vote against fermented wine coming in for that purpose ?—Yes, 
as a matter of principle. 

32721. I see that the present law provides (Section 166): “Any police constable 
shall for the purpose of detecting violation of any of the provisions of this Act which it 
is his duty to enforce, have the right to enter on all or any property.” Is the difficulty 
whether it is his duty or not ?—-I do not know that there has been any question raised 
under the clause that has been read. IJ am speaking of general enforcement. 

32722. I notice that any person may make a complaint and that it shall be the duty 
ot the Inspector to institute prosecutions ; and in case, Section 173, “any person gives to 
the Inspector information justifying the prosecution of any person named, it shall be the 
duty of the Inspector to lay an information in his own name and prosecute ” /—Yes. 

32723. You have expressed, as an Englishman, your detestation of the character of 
an informer. You have also said that you could not bring yourself to lay an information 
in regard to this matter /—It is not part of my duty as a citizen to do so. 

32724. Have you ever furnished the Inspector with information ?—TI have. 

32725. Did he act on it ?—Yes, so far as it was in his power to do so. 

32726. Supposing you saw a person commit a felony, would you lay information 
against him{!—I suppose it would be part of my duty to do so, as a citizen. I have 
never had occasion to do so. 

32727. Do you not think that in the minds of a great majority of the people there 
is a very different view taken as to a person being an informer in such a case and an 
informer under a license or prohibitory law ?—If I pay a salaried officer to carry out the 
law, I expect him to do it. 

32728. You pay a police officer ; yet you would not hesitate if you saw a man pick- 
ing another’s pocket, to have him arraigned and to lay information against him and 
prosecute him. You would not feel any stigma would attach to the informer in that 
case ?—There is undoubtedly a difference between a crime and a misdeameanour. 

32729. Is there not a difference in the public mind ?—I do not think stealing should 
be instituted as a comparison with an infringement of a law such as a license law. 
Those offences have always been dealt with in a different manner. 

32730. If a nuisance were committed on your premises, would you hesitate to lay 
information !— Not as a matter of sentiment. 

32731. You would have no sentiment on that matter !—No. 

32732. But those against whom you complained are, I understand, in your opinion 
causing a worse nuisance than in the other case?—Because I absolutely have no faith 
whatever in license. ; 

32733. You are speaking of the reason why you will not lay information !—I object 
to being dragged into outside matters. 

32734. As regards its effect?—I do not know anything that is causing so much 


evil in the world to-day as drink. 


32735. Then why isthere a different sentiment in regard to laying information in such 
cases—the cases to which I have referred ?—If a man commits a nuisance, on my premises 
it becomes a personal matter between himself and me. In the other case, it is a matter 
between the community and some other person. I do not think they are analogous cases. 

32736. You have a license law in force. A man who wishes to get liquor on Sun- 
day breaks the law, and the saloon-keeper who sells to him helps to break the law. 
Neither will lay information against the other. An injury is done to the public, and 
there is a public nuisance. You are one of the public, and yet you say you will not lay 
information ?—I have not done so. 

32737. Have you stated the reason to the Commission !—I suppose so. 
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EDWARD A. BURBANK, of Winnipeg, on being duly sworn, deposed as 


follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


32738. What is your business or occupation?—I am Manager of the Merchants’ 
Protective Law and Collection Association. 

32739. How long have you resided in Winnipeg !—About one year. 

32740. Before that time where did you reside !—At Carman, in the Province of 
Manitoba. 

32741. How long did you reside there /—A bout tio years. 

32742. And before that, where did you reside ?—At Deloraine, in the Province of 
Manitoba. 

32743. How long were you there !—I have been in the province altogether about 
four years. 

32744. Before coming to this province, where did you reside ?—I came here from 
Australia. 

32745. Have you ever lived in any country where a prohibitory law was in force ? 
—No, I have never been a permanent resident of any country where such a law was in 
force. 

32746. Have you been a temporary resident of such a country /—Yes. 

32747. Where /—In Kansas, Iowa and Maine. 

32748. Was your trip through these States simply one of business, or did you make 
any stay /—I did not make a permanent stay, but I was in each State for a period of 
from six weeks to three months. 

32749. In Kansas, what was the state of things there ?—I found a prohibitory law, 
but I did not find prohibition. 

32750. Was it possible to obtain intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes there ? 
—Yes. 

32751. Were they obtained with difficulty or freely ?—There was difficulty in 
obtaining it, unless you were acquainted as to where it could be got. 

32752. What were the difficulties ?—There was a law which: provided that you had 
to obtain a certificate from a physician before you could obtain liquor from a druggist. 

32753. Did you file such a certificate with a druggist /—Yes. 

32754. Did you have difficulty in obtaining the certificate — Yes, unless you needed 
it for medical purposes. 

32755. Then the doctors lived up to the law !—Most of them seemed to try to do so. 

32756. How did they succeed !—There were “blind pigs” and dives carried on 
there. 

32757. What are “blind pigs ”?—Places where liquor is sold without a license and 
contrary Hs the law. 

32758. In the drug shops ?—No. 

32759. Were there many of those ?—I will refer to some statistics I have here. I 
will quote from the report of the Commission of Internal Revenue at Washington, for 
1891. That report states as follows, respecting the prohibitory States :— 

**Towa—l] rectifiers, 6,374 retailers, 54 wholesale dealers, 29 brewers, 305 retail dealers in malt 


liquor s, 267 wholesale dealers i in malt liquor s, making a gr and total of 7,630 dealers in liquors in the 
State of Iowa. 

‘* Kansas—2 rectifiers, 2,811 retail liquor dealers, 19 wholesale liquor dealers, 1 brewer, 525 
retail dealers in malt liquors, 61 wholesale dealers in malt, making a total of 3,410 liquor dealers in 
the prohibition State of Kansas. 

** Maine—1,195 retail liquor dealers, 8 wholesale liquor dealers, 126 retail dealers in malt liquors, 
11 wholesale dealers in malt liquors, making a total of 1,338 liquor dealers in the State of Maine. 

‘© Vermont—488 retail liquor dealers, 21 retail dealers in malt liquors, 9 wholesale cealers in 
malt, making a total of 513 liquor dealers in the State of Vermont. 

“ North Dakota—619 liquor dealers. 

** South Dakota—1,431 liquor dealers.” 


32760. Are you in a position to say whether these United States licenses give 
these persons authority to sell contrary to the State laws /—Yes, they do. 
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32761. Because we find, in regard to Maine, that though certificates were issued by 
the United States Government, yet they did not justify selling in the State contrary to 
the State enactment, and the only benefit arising from taking out these certificates was 
that they protected ‘persons selling from prosecutions being instituted both by the State 
and by the Federal Governments !—Yes, that is so. 

32762. We were given to understand that the possession of one of these certificates 
in Maine was considered to be primd facie evidence of breach of the State law. Is that 
the law in Kansas /—It might be the case, but I do not undertake to say that it is so. 

32763. Do you know whether men who have these certificates really manufacture ? 
—I would not undertake to say so, but I do not imagine they take out these certificates 
for amusement. 

32764. What else do you know in respect to Kansas?—I do not know anything 
beyond what I have stated. I am not a drinking man myself. . 

32765. Do you take ale !—I would not say that I am a teetotaller. 

32766. Did you take any liquor there ?—No. ; 

32767. Therefore, you are not able to speak from personal knowledge of the quality 
of the liquor sold there !—Only from hearsay, and from the fact that I saw people drunk 
in Kansas. 

32768. Judging by the effects of the liquor, could you form an opinion as to whether 
the liquor was pure or otherwise !—No. 

32769. Then it might have been the best or the worst !— Yes. 

32770. What year were you in Kansas ?—In 1887. 

32771. When were you in Iowa?—The same year. 

32772. What did you see there !—Pretty much the same condition of things. 

32773. Have you no statistics about Iowa ?—Yes, I will repeat them. 

“Towa, 11 rectifiers, 6,874 retailers, 54 wholesale dealers, 29 brewers, 395 retail dealers in 
po liquors, 267 wholesale dealers in malt liquors ; making a grand total of 7,650 dealers in the State 
of Iowa. 

32774. What about the observation of the law in Iowa ?—I presume it was observed 
there the same as in other places where they make attempts to carry out prohibition. 

32775. Of course the Commission want something more than presumption.—I saw 
people drunk in Towa. 

32776. Did you see any liquor sold !—No, and I never bought any. 

32777. Does the law require a doctor’s certificate in order to obtain liquor there !— 
Yes, pretty much the same. I may say that in Kansas they had an extremely stringent 
law in that respect. 

32778. What about Maine ?/—The figures are as I have stated them. 

‘* 1193 retail liquor dealers, 8 wholesale liquor dealers, 126 retail dealers in malt liquors, 11 
wholesale dealers in malt liquors, making a total of 1,338 liquor dealers in the State of Maine.” 

32779. Have you the figures for New Hampshire !—There are 684 retail liquor 
dealers, 5 brewers, 209 retail dealers in malt liquors and 60 wholesale dealers in malt 
liquors. 

32780. Were you in Vermont !—I was in Vermont only a short time, and did not 
notice things. ; 

32781. What did you notice in Maine !—TI should judge from my observations that 
when people wanted liquor they could get it. 

32782. Were you in the North-west Territories when prohibition was in force /— 
Yes, in Calgary, Banff and Regina. 

32783. When were you there !—About four years ago. 

32784. How did you find matters there ?—I think more drinking was done there 
than ever was seen in Winnipeg ; particularly was that the case in Calgary. 

32785. Was liquor freely sold in the Territories ?—It was freely drunk and freely 
used, but I do not know where it was obtained. 

32786. Were you in Manitoba during last summer /— Yes. : 

32787. Were you here at the time the plebiscite vote was taken 1—_Yes. 

32788. Did you take any part in that contest ?—No part, except that three days 
before the election, I was requested to write something for the newspaper giving my views 
on prohibition. 
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32789. What were those views ?/—They are expressed in this pamphlet, a copy of 
which I file with the Commission. ; 

32790. Do you wish to have this pamphlet taken as expressing the results of your 
own experiences /—There is nothing in that pamphlet that would violate the oath I have 
taken here, for it contains nothing but what I regard as facts. 

32791. Was the opinion at which you arrived favourable or unfavourable to prohi- 
bition !—TI would vote for prohibition readily, and I would believe in absolute prohibition 
if my impressions, observations, reading and study had not led me to believe that 
absolute prohibition was impracticable and impossible. 

32792. Then personally you are in favour of it /—Yes. 

32793. But you believe it to be impracticable /—Yes. 

32794. Therefore, though you may be personally in favour of it, you would not 
support it ?—That is my position. 

32795. Have you lived in any section of Manitoba where a local option law was 
enforced ?—I lived at Carman during the local option period there. 

32796. How long ago was that ?—I believe that was about last January. 

32797. How long was local option in force there !—Three years altogether. 

32798. Was it a success ?—No, it was worse than a failure. 

32799. Was liquor sold there ?—Yes, and there were many round about ways of 
selling it. The Church of England and its congregation was forced to remove from its 
regular place of worship to a distance of a quarter of a mile on account of the drunken 
saturnalia and the bad conduct of drunken men. 

32800. How large a place is Carman !—It has about 500 or 600 people. 

32801. Did not the authorities put a stop to those disturbances !—I called upon 
them to do so. 

32802. Could you not have called upon the Chief Inspector at Winnipeg to enforce 
the law there !—It was not safe for ladies to be on the street, owing to the bad conduct 
that was carried on. 

32803. Was no attention paid to those requests and recommendations }—If any 
attention was paid to them, the efforts were purely spasmodic and ineffectual. 

32804. I understand that this is the statement published by you : 

‘* We are reliably and credibly informed that four cases and one keg of whisky arrived in 
Carman by last Tuesday’s express from Winnipeg. Some of it was, no doubt, to persons for their 
own and friends’ use, while it is likely some of it was for other purposes. We wonder if the local 
inspector has been looking after these little matters? Really our local inspector does not even make 
a good scare-crow for the whisky people.” 

Was action taken on that remonstrance !—The local inspector was a timid man 
and he was over-awed ; he would have been willing to do his duty if he had been in 
full charge. I submit some more newspaper extracts bearing on the matter, as follows : 

‘*Carman would seem to furnish a good field for the attention of Chief Inspector Clarke and the 
local inspector, Mr. Honeywell. We don’t know how much of the ardent is sold here, but we do 
know that oceans of it is being drunk every day.” 

** Church of England Services will be held in Gordon Hall on next Sunday evening, at 7 o’clock, 
instead of in the Presbyterian church as heretofore. We understand that hereafter Gordon Hall will 
be the permanent place of worship for the English church congregation.” 

‘* The local liquor inspector says there is no whisky sold, or drunk to excess, in Carman. We 
would like to know how many honest people there are in Carman who will say he tells the truth.” 

““'The scenes of lawless drunkenness, fighting and rowdyism enacted on the streets of Carman 
last Monday were alike shameful and disgraceful, and call loudly upon the liquor license inspectors 
to do their duty. The language used by some of them in and around the Starkey house, in hearing 
of the lady guests of that hotel, was too foul and filthy to be heard in a Spanish bagnio. It is plainly 
the duty of the chief inspector to appoint a local inspector here, who has the ability and pluck and 
integrity to do his duty like a man, a man too who, at least, has the respect of the community.” 

32805. Local option was carried there, we understand !—TI was not there when the 
vote was taken. 

32806. We understand that only twenty-five votes were registered against it when 
it was adopted 1—It was repealed while I was there by 287 to 48. 

32807. How long was it in force ?—About three years. 

32808. Where were you when the vote was taken on the recent plebiscite ?—In 
Winnipeg. 

Epwarp A. BURBANK. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, MANITOBA. 137 


32809. I think you issued this pamphlet to which you have referred ?—Yes, I issued 
it two days before the election. 

32810. Did you speak at public meetings on the question /—No. There were meet- 
ings held, at which prohibition was advocated by those who were friendly to it, but I 
took no part in them. 

32811. What was the vote given by Carman ?—I cannot say. When I speak of 
Carman, I speak of the municipality in which it is situated, Dufferin. 

32812. Did there seem to be much interest taken in the general election ?—I do 
not think so. ; 

32813. Was there a large vote polled ?—Yes. 

32814. Was it a much larger vote than is generally brought out on questions of 
this kind !—I take it that even the vote fell two or three thousand short of the vote 
generally polled in the province. It would have been nine or ten thousand short if that 
question had come up separately. But the people were voting for candidates for the 
Provincial Legislature and they were asked to vote and take in this measure, and that is 
the reason why so many voted as did vote. 

32815. Do you know whether any complications arose in connection with the elec- 
tion as regards that issue of prohibition !—That would be a matter of opinion. 

32816. Why was the pamphlet issued in opposition!—My opinion is that Mr. 
Greenway was guilty of an attempt to evade the issue, and his opponents took advan- 
tage of that position in which the Greenway Government placed themselves, so as to put 
them into a hole on that issue. 

32817. Was there no organized opposition to voting in favour of the Act /—None 
whatever. I never heard of speeches being made or articles written, except this little 
pamphlet of mine, which came out two days before the election. In my opinion, it was 
too late to do any good. 

32818. What do you think is the character of Winnipeg as regards sobriety /—I do 
not know that I ever saw a better behaved city than is Winnipeg. 

32819. Did you know Carman under license ?—I was there once under license. 

32820. How did you find it compare with its condition under the Scott Act /—Just 
about the same as before. 

32821. Just as disorderly !/— Yes. 

32822. So the introduction of the Scott Act did not help to make Carman more 
orderly ?—I do not think so. 

32823. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, a law prohibiting the 
manufacture, importation and sale of alcoholic liquors for beverage purposes, would you 
recompense brewers and distillers for loss of plant and material /—As regards an indus- 
try that has been fostered by the Government and which has been in existence so long 
as the brewing and distilling business, in which people have invested capital, I do not 
see that an honest man can escape the conviction that compensation should be paid for 
their plant I think they are entitled to the same compensation as would be the pro- 
prietor of a newspaper or printing establishment if the paper was closed up by the Gov- 
ernment, or a miller if his mill was closed up. There is a matter to which I desire to 
call the attention of the Commission. The Commissioner’s Report of 1891, shows that 
there are 1,198 retail liquor dealers in Maine, or one retail dealer for every 554 of popu- 
lation, or two retail dealers in Maine to every one in Manitoba, according to 
population. : 4 

32824, Have you any suggestions to make to the Commission with a view to 


- improving the present condition of affairs ’—Yes. I believe that an absolutely strict and 


well enforced license law would be the best thing we could have in this country. 
32825. Is that not now the case in Winnipeg ?—TI do not think so. 
32826. In what way is that not the case !—There is only one license Inspector for 
the province, and it is absolutely impossible for him to be in so many places at about the 


' same time and enforce the law. In my opinion he should have assistants. JI think the 


people who call themselves prohibitionists and temperance people should have given 
support to the enforcement of the license law. If a license law cannot be enforced, I do 
not see how a prohibitory law could be enforced. 
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32827. What would be the difficulties in enforcing a prohibitory law ?—It seems to 
me that there would be the same difficulties that at present attend the enforcement of 
the license law. 

32828. The difficulties that seem to attend the enforcement of a license law at 
present are to prevent licensees from selling after hours on week days, on Sundays and 
to minors. How could any one of those difficulties arise in case liquor was not allowed 
to be sold at all ?—If the law could be violated in one respect in regard to many of its 
provisions, I do not see why it could not be violated in other respects. 

32829. You think the same difficulties would exist as under the license law. Would 
any of the difficulties to which [ have referred exist ina greater degree under prohibition 
than now ?—One of the principal troubles in enforcing a prohibitory law would be the 
difficulty attending the capture of smugglers, the difficulty of finding out where liquor 
was being sold. 

32830. You think, then, that one of the chief difficulties would be that liquor 
would be brought into the country illegally /—Precisely so. 

32831. You think that it would be sold illicitly and that other evils would creep 
in ?—There would be smuggling and violation of the law and infractions of the law far 
in excess of those prevailing under license. 

32832. You say that you think a license law, properly enforced, would be the hest 
measure, and in your opinion the law is not enforced now for lack of sufficient officers to 
do it. Ifa sufficient number of officials were appointed to enforce the license law, would 
you in that way be appointing a staff almost sufticient to enforce prohibition /—A great 
many more men would be required to enforce prohibition than to enforce a license law 
—it would be more difficult to enforce prohibition. 

32833. Have you been in any section where there have been illicit stills in opera- 
tion /—Yes. 

32834. In what part of Canada ?—Not here. 

32835. Where ?—In Tennessee, Georgia and Alabama. 

32836. Has not the United States Government taken very stern measure to put 
down those stills?—Yes. The report for last year to which I have referred, states that 
747 illicit distilleries were prosecuted in the United States. 

32837. Were they attached by the United States Government for breaking the 
revenue laws ?—Yes. 

32838. Are there any other suggestions you desire to make that would be of advant- 


age to the Commission in regard to the matters referred to them for inquiry /—If every _ 


hotel or restaurant were prohibited from having billiard or pool rooms where liquor 
was sold, and where the public cannot see what is going on, it would be an improve- 
ment. 

32839. So you think that to secure a thorough enforcement of the license law, and 
to amend that law so as to contain such provisions as you have suggested, so as to have 
those places open to the public gaze, would meet the case better than legal enactments ? 
—I do. 

32840. Would you in that connection favour a rigid and frequent inspection of the 
liquor sold? Yes, by all means. 

32841. Have you any reason to suppose that liquors are adulterated at the present 
time /—I have had no experience of that kind. I have here some more statistics. It is 
claimed by the apostles of prohibition that the various systems of prohibition, local 
option and high license and other forceful methods resorted to in the United States and 
in Canada, have reduced the extent of the liquor traffic on the continent. The same 
report from which I have already quoted, however, shows an increase of bushels of grain 
consumed in the manufacture of liquor in 1891, over last year of 1,144,740. Increase of 
gallons produced in 1891, over last year 6,559,957, an increase over the average produc- 
tion in the last ten years of 28,624,715 gallons. This increase must have been for home 
consumption as exports for those years decreased. This report also shows a steady 
increase in fermented liquors. For example, in 1862, only 2,006,625 barrels were manu- 
factured in the United States, in 1891, it was increased to 30,478,192. Of course, that 
report is for the whole country. 
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By Rew. Dr. McLeod : 


32842. The figures quoted by you would seem to show that there has been a large 
increase in the consumption of liquors in the United States ?—Yes. 

32843. Would that demonstrate to you the failure of prohibition or the failure of 
license /—It would demonstrate to my mind that all the agitators and temperance men 
who have attempted to grapple with the existence of the liquor traftic have been failures. 

32843a. Does license prevail over a larger area in the United States than does pro- 
hibition ?—I am unable to answer that question. 

32844. Do you know whether prohibition has been attempted in more States than 
license !—I know that of thirteen States in the United States that have enacted pro- 
hibition laws, eight of them have repealed the laws. 

32845. Does licenses prevail in more States than does prohibition ?—I cannot say. 

32846. Prohibition is a modern measure, I believe?—I believe, according to the 
best of my judgment, that a large proportion of the territory is under license. 

32847. Would that increased consumption of liquor be attributable to license or to 
prohibition ?—That is a difficult question to answer satisfactorily. 

32848. Has the increase heen larger in the licensed territory or in the prohibition 
territory /—I cannot answer that question. 

32849. Perhaps you can turn to the pages of the book to which you have been 
referring and read the number of States other than those States you have quoted, other 
than Kansas /—What States do you mean ? 

32850. Of course I have not studied the book.—I picked out all the prohibition 
States. : 

32851. You spoke about States. You said there were a great many liquor dealers in 
Maine. Do you believe that there is more liquor used in that State than there was for- 
merly, when licenses were issued ?—I understand that there are a number of Federal 
licensés issued for the sale of liquor by hotels, which I have quoted. 

32852. Are there so many established liquor dealers in Maine /—I could not 
state that positively. 

32853. Do you know that in Maine those certificates are issued by the United 
States authorities, irrespective of the State law /—Yes. 

32854. But it does not follow that because a man has a license to retail, he there- 
therefore has a retail establishment ?—I suppose it would not follow as a legitimate con- 
sequence, but I suppose they do not take out licenses and pay their money for fun. 

32855. Are many of these licenses for druggists or licensed vendors, men who sell 
in the different townships for medicinal and art purposes?—I presume some of them 
are. 

32856. Are there many of such dealers in Maine !/—Yes. 

32857. Have you learned from that book what amount of money is paid for 
liquor in Maine, so far as it is possible to ascertain it, per year !—No. 

32858. So you are not able to make a comparison between the amount expended on 
liquor in Maine and the amount expended in other States, bearing in mind the relative 
populations !—No. 

32859. So far as the facts are ascertainable, I believe Maine expends about one mil- 
lion per year as compared with twelve millions in other States of similar population, and 
some people attribute this saving of eleven millions annually to a prohibition law, whe- 
ther correct or incorrect I cannot say !/—I think the dealers there are selling the same as 
other dealers in other parts of the world. 

32860. Have you reason to know that of your own knowledge !—If you mean, by 
my own knowledge, from what I have seen in Maine, I should answer in the negative ; 
but if you mean by my knowledge generally, I would answer in the affirmative. 


—=— 


By Judge McDonald : : 


32861. Do you know that there is any liquor brought in from Boston and other 
places for private use in Maine?—I do not. I am speaking in regard to prohibition 
and in favour of temperance, but I have my own theories as to how it should be brought 

-about. Those opposed to me hold different theories and I differ from them. 
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By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


32862. Have you seen the license certificates issued to Maine and Kansas people by 
the United States Government /—Yes. 

32863. Are they called licenses on the back !—I think so. 

32864. Is it not the receipt !—I think they are called licenses. 

32865. Do you know whether the receipt states that the holder is authorized to 
sell regardless of State licenses, or whether he can sell without a State license !—I can- 
not say, but my impression is that it does not refer to the State at all. 

32866. Do you know whether in Maine, in spite of the tax receipt of the Federal 
Government, men endeavouring to carry on a wholesale and retail business have been 
sent to jail and driven out of Maine 1—I do not doubt it. 

32867. You have spoken about Carman !/—Yes. 

32868. How large a place is it?—It has between 500 and 600 inhabitants. 

32869. Is there any police officer there /—They have one now. 

32870. Did they not have a police officer formerly !—They had a constable. 

32871. The people repealed the local option law, we believe ?— Yes. 

32872. And they have appointed a police constable since?—Yes. That was the 
measure I advocated before I closed my paper; I wanted them to appoint a policeman 
to enforce the law, as violations were taking place every day. 

32873. Do you think there has deen any change in the condition of affairs under 
license as compared with local option ?—I do, for the condition has improved. 

32874. You do not attribute that riotous state of affairs there to prohibition, I 
beheve !—Not at all. 

32875. Prohibition did not cause those disturbances ?—Prohibition did not prohibit. 

32876. Were those disturbances due to the failure of prohibition, or of the parties it 
charged with the enforcement of the law ?—The officer had not a chance to do his duty. 

32877. If there had been an officer there to lay charges, would there not have been 
a better enforcement of the law /—Perhaps so. 

32878. Do you think it fair to charge a law, which involves a certain principle, 
with any infractions of the peace which occur owing to a timid officer !—I do, 

32879. You think it fair to charge it against the law ?—Yes. 

32880. Why !—You could not find a Napoleon or a Cesar in every locality to 
enforce the law. 

32881. If you enact a law that requires the best courage of a man to carry out and 
enforce, you will enact a law that it will be impossible to carry out !—If the man had 
seen the law better enforced he would have subjected himself to personal danger. 

32882. I think you said that you did not think the law enacted that condition of 
things, but that condition of things existed ’—I may have misapprehended the idea 
you attempted to convey. 

32883. Since the place has returned to license, there has been a policeman appointed ? 
—Yes, one. 

32884. But the appointment was advocated by you even before the local option 
law was voted out ?—Yes, to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

32885. You have spoken about a well observed licensed law: do you know where 
there is such a law !—I do. 

32886. Where ?—In Deloraine. 

32887. You think the license law is well observed there /—Yes. 

32888. How large a place is it /—I¢t is about the size of Carman. 

32889. How many licensed places are there /—I think two. 

32890. Do you think the licensees observe all the provisions of the license law ?— 
At 11 o’clock the lights are put out, the doors are closed, and the houses do not open 
on Sunday. 

32891. Have you seen any drunkenness there,?—Not during prohibited hours. I 
never saw a better and more orderly town in my Nife. It has a good reputation, and 
the people are intelligent and well-behaved. 

32892. Do you think the people would be in favour of prohibition ?—I do not 
know ; they had an election on local option, and it was defeated. The polling places of 
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Carman are represented as Lorne and Morris. Dufferin is part of each of these muni- 
cipalities now. 

32893. In those places, the vote in favour of prohibition at the plebiscite would be, 
T believe, two to one, there being a majority of 440 for prohibition. How do you 
account for that vote in view of the people having in disgust repealed the local option 
law and returned to license /—I account for it in two or three ways. First, there was 
the political idea ; and next, it was a provincial question, and the vote was taken all 
over the province ; and in this way I think the vote was generally a protest against the 
lack of enforcement of the license law. 

32894. Then you think the license law has not been enforced at all ?-—No. 

32895. Do you think the sentiment of the people was, that the license law should 
be better enforced ?—I cannot say that. 

32896. Do you think it makes any difference whether the license law is well 
enforced or not as regards the amount of drinking ?—I think it does with regard to 
drinking and drunkenness. : 

32897. Do you think it is worse for the people to provide the facilities for drinking ? 
That opens a vast question—the question of personal right and personal liberty. It 
opens up the question as to whether it is proper to enforce sumptuary laws, whether it 
is proper to provide what such a man shall, and what he shall not, drink. 

32898. Is a prohibitory law a sumptuary law !—Yes. 

32899. In the proper sense of the term ?—Any law prescribing what a man shall 
eat and what he shall drink and what he shall wear, is a sumptuary law in my opinion. 

32900. You have expressed yourself in favour of prohibition, and it appears you 
are only opposed to it because you think it is not practicable /—Yes. 

32901. You think it is not practicable because asa result there would be smuggling 
and illicit stills and a great many things of that kind ?—Yes. 

32902. Do you think all the smuggling and illicit stills would be worse than the 
effects of the drink habit and drink traffic as it is established to-day ?—I do ; J think 
the consequences would be worse. 

32903. What do you think are the effects of the drink traftic: are they good or 
bad ?—I regard them as bad. 

32904. And you think the other effects would be worse !—Yes. 

32905. Smuggling, for instance /—Yes, it could not be worse than the state of 
affairs to-day. In my opinion it would be a legalized fraud. New York, Maryland, 
Ohio, Connecticut, Delaware, Minnesota, Missouri, Massachusetts, Michigan, Indiana, 
Wisconsin and Rhode Island, all had prohibitory laws, and repealed them. I saw some 
time ago in a newspaper that was sent to me a report made by the Good Templars, and 
I believe by the Women’s Christian Temperance Union, on prohibition, in which it was 
mentioned that the Scott Act had been repealed in nearly every county in the East, 
that the Dunkin and the Crooks Acts and the North-west prohibitory law had all gone 
the same way All these facts show me conclusively that absolute prohibition is imprac- 
ticable, for it has failed wherever it has been tried. 

32906. Which do you think it would be easier to enforce, local or general prohibi- 
tion—a general law prohibiting the manufacture, importation and sale of alcoholic liquors 
for beverage purposes ?—I think it would be a fine thing. 


By Judge McDonald : 


32907. I understand you wish it to be placed on record that you yourself are 


- favourable to prohibition on principle !—Yes. 
32908. But you look upon it as impracticable to carry out !—That is it in a nut-shell. 
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MARTIN FERRE, of Winnipeg, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


( T'ranslation.) 


32908a. I have resided in Manitoba since June. The firm I am connected with are im- 
porters of French wines and compounders of spirits. I held a position in France as an 
analytical chemist. We hold three licenses—a compounder’s license from the Dominion 
Government, a wholesale license from the Provincial Government, and a business license 
from the city. The liquors we compound are anisette, chartreuse and curagoa; we do 
not compound gin, but we have compounded light wines. These are manufactured from 
extracts of plants, to give flavour to the liquors, and alcohol and sugar. Light wines 
are made by the mixing of very cheap varieties of wine, such as currant or gooseberry 
wine, with a very rich wine of greater body, and in this way we are enabled to produce 
a claret or a light wine. We do not use glycerine or anything of that kind, because we 
find that the natural wines have the necessary ingredients to produce wine, having 17 
per cent of alcohol, which is quite sufficient for our trade. In manufacturing wines, we 
do not make use of any deleterious substances whatever, in fact they are more of a tonic 
and are favourable to the health rather than harmful to it. If the Commission think it 
desirable, I can furnish an analysis obtained from the Medical College here. The formula 
used is the same that we are in the habit of using in France. When I have used any 
of the native liquors of Canada I have always first analysed them, and if I find that 
they contain any deleterious substances, anything harmful to health, I always reject 
them as not being suitable for the manufacture of liquors. If the Commission desire it, 
T shall be glad to make a report on the deleterious substances found in ordinary whisky. 
In order to obtain whisky of high class and other high class liquors a great expense has 
to be incurred, and of course for the working classes it is necessary to produce something 
of a less costly character, and therefore instead of using natural wines we use glucose of 
potatoes and other materials such as are often uged in making whisky. This, of course, 
makes a sugar basis, on which an inferior liquor is compounded. Taken in small quan- 
tities, it would not be dangerous to health, but in large quantities it would be injurious. 
The quantity that would be harmful would depend very much upon the manner in which 
the functions of the body were being performed ; of course where these functions were 
performed sluggishly, it would form a deposit. This would not occur with the wines 
manufactured by our firm, because we use natural wines, unmixed with any deleterious 
substances. Our compounds would not be more harmful than natural wines, because 
we use ingredients which are not harmful to health. 


C. H. GRABURNE, Clerk of the Executive Council of the Province, on being 


duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 
By Rev. Dr. McLeod ; 


32909. Have you the returns of the recent plebiscite —TI have the returns, but they 
are not complete. There are two or three ballot boxes that have not yet been opened. 
The reason why those ballots cannot be counted is due to the fault of the returning officer 
not fully carrying out the instructions sent at the time, which were to the effect that when 
the ballot boxes were sent, he was to furnish a complete and separate return of the 
plebiscite vote. In many instances this was not done by the returning officer, and the 
return was made for election of members of the Legislature. 

32910 When your returns are completed, will you furnish the Commission with a 
special statement of the actual returns /—Yes. The reason why I cannot give the full 
statement now is, because three or four constituencies are yet under protest, and the 
boxes containing the ballots cannot be touched except by an order from the Court of 
Queen’s Bench, and that cannot be done until after the trial has taken place. I will 

Martin FErre. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, MANITOBA. 143 


at the same time furnish the Commission with a copy of the Act authorizing the taking 
of a plebiscite vote. i 

32911. Do you believe that Manitoba, by the recent vote, expressed a real desire for 
prohibition ‘—Most undoubtedly, because at the present state of the vote it stands two 
to one in favour of prohibition. 

32912. Then you think the vote of the people was given seriously, and not in fun ? 
—Yes. I have the record of two constituencies only, in which the vote was adverse to 
prohibition. In one there was a majority of six against, and in the other fifty against. 

32913. Do you believe that the Province of Manitoba would be benefited by the 
prohibition of the liquor traflic ?—If I may be allowed to answer that question as my 
own feeling would dictate, I’would say yes, being wholly in favour of prohibition myself. 
I firmly believe the country needs it, and that it is one of the steps towards the advance- 
ment of civilization which we have yet to take, and we have to take it quickly too. 

32914. Do you believe that prohibition in Manitoba would be practicable if the law 
were enacted and attempted to be enforced !—I think it would be, I know of nothing 
to prevent it being brought into force here. ; 


By Judge McDonald : 


32915. Have you had any experience of a prohibition country /—No ; I came from 
England here. 

32916. Have you studied the question in regard to the operation of prohibition in 
other places !—No ; I have only heard of it by hearsay. 

32917. In case of the enactment of a prohibitory law, a law prohibiting the manu- 
facture, importation and sale of alcoholic liquors for beverage purposes, do you consider 
that the brewers and distillers should be compensated for loss of plant and material ?—I 
have not gone into those details or considered them, but I imagine something should be 
given to them. 

32918. I suppose you are equally acquainted with the working of the license law ? 
— Yes. 

32919. Is it found to work satisfactorily in Manitoba ?—Not at all. 

32920..What are the difficulties!—I hardly know exactly. The difficulties are 
apparent, but I can hardly explain the causes of them. Probably non-enforcement of 
the Act would be one cause of it. 

32921. Is it lack of a sufficient number of officers to carry out the Act !—It is lack 
of stringent enforcement ; [ think there has been laxity in the enforcement of the law, 
which has given license to parties to break the law. I have seen so much trouble in 
connection with the sale of liquor after hours that I think the result has been found 
even worse than the sale of liquor during the proper hours. 

32922. You are, of course, favourable to prohibition /—Yes. 

32923. Would you prefer a license law or untrammelled sale /—I would prefer to 
have the license law done away altogether, and a prohibitory law passed. 

32924. Would you prefer untrammelled sale or a license law /—License. 

32925. Then you do not look on licensing as a sin per se ?—If it was properly 
observed and properly carried out, probably there would not be such a persistent cry 
against the license law and as to the necessity of prohibition. 

32926. Has the law not been amended from time to time with a view to making it 
more perfect !—Yes, but still it is defective. 
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EDWARD B. KENRICK, of Winnipeg, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


Bg Judge McDonald : 


32927. What is your business or occupation !—I am Public Analyst of the Inland 
Revenue Department for the District of Winnipeg, and am Lecturer on Chemistry in the 
University of Manitoba. 

32928. You reside in the city at the present time /—Yes. 

32929. Did you come here from one of the other provinces or from England ?—I 
lived eight years in Ontario, but I came to this country from England. 

32930. From whom do you receive the samples you analyse ?—From the Inland 
Revenue Department, through Mr. Costigan. 

32931. Have you made analyses of intoxicating liquors? Yes, I have analysed 
whiskies, brandies, ales and porters. 

32932. Have you made such analyses frequently ?—Not until within the last year 
or so. 

32933. Have you received many samples /—I have twelve samples of whiskies and 
twelve of beer. 

32934. No samples of wine +—No. 

32935. No samples of brandy /—No. 

32936. Was the whisky you analysed all of one kind ?—No, some was rye whisky, 
and some was white whisky. 

32937. How did you find those liquors as regards purity !—There is no legal defini- 
tion of adulterated liquor, for there is no standard. The Adulteration Act merely refers 
to substances injurious to health. 

32938. Did you find any such substances in those liquors ?—No, not within the 
schedule. 

32939. Did you find any harmful ingredients /—No. 

32940. Nor in the ale !—No. 

32941. Then all those whiskies you would pass !—Certainly. I may say that the 
whiskies were all of high standard and high strength of alcohol and had evidently not 
been watered ; although, as I have stated, there is no legal standard. 

32942. Do you know the samples received merely by numbers ?— Yes. 

32943. Do you send themto Ottawa or to the ofticer of the Department ?—I simply 
divide the samples into three parts, one for the Revenue officer, one to be sent to Ot- 
tawa and one for myself. 

32944. Judging from the analyses you have made, are there any suggestions you 
could offer to the Commission in regard to the liquor question and with respect to the 
sale of liquor, that you think would be beneficial to the community ?—No, except that a 
standard of strength should be established in order to prevent watering alcoholic liquors. 

32945. Do you think it would be better if there was a more frequent inspection of 
liquors and analyses made ?—Certainly. 

32946. Would it be an improvement if they were made to a large extent ?—Yes. 
Another point I may mention is that most of the samples I have received were in the 
original bottles and not as sold in the country districts. It would be well if samples 
could be obtained of liquor as it is sold to the public, because it is stated that watering 
ot liquor takes place in the country districts. 

32947. A suggestion was made in Montreal that departmental officers should go 
and take possession, for a time, of the licensee’s premises and take samples of liquor 
that are being sold in bulk and in decanters. Would you favour some proposition of 
that kind ?!—Yes ; it would be better to have samples taken in that way. 


Epwarpb RB. KENRICK. 
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Hon. ALBERT C. KILLAM, of Winnipeg, Judge of the Court of Queen’s Bench 
of the Province of Manitoba, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


32948. How long have you resided in Manitoba !—Nearly 14 years. 

32949. Did you come here from one of the other provinces ?—I was born and 
brought up in Nova Scotia ; I studied law subsequently in Ontario and practised there 
some time before I came here. 

32950. Did you practise law here before you were appointed to the Bench ?—Yes. 

32951. How long have you been a Judge of the Court of Queen’s Bench ?—NSince 
the beginning of 1885, between seven and eight years. 

32952. Have you noticed during your residence here whether there has been a 
change in the social customs of the people in regard to the use of intoxicating bevera- 
ges, and whether it has been in the direction of temperance or not ?—It is a little diffi- 
cult to express an opinion. I should not think there has been any great change, proba- 
bly there has been a decrease as compared with the increase in population. 

32953. Do you find the city of Winnipeg a well conducted and sober city ?—Very 
much so, on the whole. 

32954. Do your duties call you to travel throughout the province ? 
age la Prairie and to Brandon. 

32955. How far has your observation gone in that respect ?—Our people are a 
very sober and intelligent people on the whole, and there is very little crime. 

32956. Do you try both criminal and civil cases /—Yes. 

32957. Are you able to state what proportion of the criminal cases that come 
before you may be attributed directly or indirectly to intemperance !—I found not a 
very large proportion. I have taken the trouble, on account of the fact that some 
months ago questions were sent to the Judges, and which J did not answer at the time, 
because I had no time to look over my notes of the cases—to look into this matter, and 
speaking of the cases coming before me, I will state the result of my inquiry. There have 
been 28 convictions on criminal charges and 25 acquittals, or 53 cases on the whole. 
Out of the convictions—I am speaking only of the evidence before me as to cases that 
involved practically crimes without reference to the habits of the parties before, of 
which I had no particular knowledge—four were due to drunkenness. Nineteen were 
not in any way attributable to drink. Five were doubtful, for this reason : that so far as 
my being able to express an opinion, I could not do so, because three people pleaded 
guilty, and I therefore had no data on which to judge. One was a case of larceny of 
liquor, to which the offender pleaded guilty ; and it is doubtful whether the drink qutes- 
tion entered into that or not. One was a case of indecent assault, in which the evi- 
dence of the plaintiff made it impossible to say whether the act was attributable to 
drink or not. Of twenty-five acquittals, so far as the evidence goes there were four 
who might and should have been found guilty by the jury, and their cases were not attri- 
butable to drinking. One man pleaded guilty, and his offence was committed in a 
drunken row where both parties were drunk. There were eight cases in which there 
was very strong evidence against the parties, but they were not offences due to intoxi- 
cating liquor. Two were cases in which the persons appeared to be guilty of fraud, but 
which ‘did not appear to come exactly within the law, and which were not traceable to 
drink ; one was a case of assault on a constable, where there had been no use of intoxi- 
cating liquor used by the party. 

32958, Taking your experiences at the Bar and on the Bench, have you found a 
tendency on the part of criminals to put forward the plea that they committed the 
offence while under the influence of liquor ?—I have found it in a few cases, where the 
parties would plead guilty and would at the same time claim that they had been drunk. 

32959. In those cases you had no opportunity of ascertaining how far that plea was 
true ?—There was no evidence to show whether it was true or not. 

32960. Have you had any connection officially with the working of the license 
law !—_No. 

32961. Neither at the Bar nor on the Bench ?—No. 
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32962. As a citizen, have you noticed whether the law appears to be well observed 
in regard to sale on Sunday and after hours !—Speaking of the time I have been on the 
Bench, I have not had an opportunity of observing. In some cases which came before 
me there were isolated instances of what was known as sale during prohibited hours and 
on Sundays. I never had sufficient knowledge on which to judge whether that practice 
was general or not. 

32963. Have you considered the question of the persistent drunkard, the man who 
is before the police court and is sent to jail, and in a few days is back again and keeps 
up the rotation. In your opinion, would it be better to continue that system, or to 
place such a man under restraint for a considerable time at a proper institution ?— 
Persons of that kind had better be put under some restraint. We had such a law in 
this province at one time ; it is still on the statute-book, but it has been allowed to 
become a dead letter. 

32964. Have you had any experience of a prohibitory law +—No ; I cannot say that 
IT have had any great experience. I have been occasionally in countries where they 
have had prohibition but only temporarily. 

32965. What countries ?—I have visited and resided at Yarmouth, Nova Scotia. 

32966. What was the sentiment there /—The sentiment appeared to be very 
strongly against the sale of liquor. I never was aware that liquor was allowed to be 
retailed there by the glass. 

32967. It has been stated to the Commission that there has been no license granted 
there for 70 years!—Not within my recollection at all events, I have never “known 
personally, any violation of the law, that I can ever remember, ‘and I only know that 
when I was a school-boy there was talk that there were places where liquor was sold 
illicitly. 

32968. What other places have you visited?—I have made visits to Maine, but 
never stayed any time there. I just passed through, but I saw liquor sold quite openly. 

32969. Were you in the North-west Territories when prohibition was in force !— 
Only occasionally. 

32970. Did you see the operation of the law !—Very little. I remember some time 
ago I was at Fort Macleod for a day or two and at Calgary for a time, but never saw 
liquor sold. I have seen apparent evidence of parties having used it, and I have known 
it to be freely used; it has been offered to me and to others. J have seen bars that 
were pretty large and expensive to be kept up by the sale of ordinary liquor, and I have 
been told that they sold intoxicating liquors at them. But I did not see evidence of 
sale myself. 

32971. I think in the Township of Colchester and in Essex they had the Dunkin 
Act which they attempted to enforce for a year or two? —I was occasionally in that 
township. I was then residing in Windsor. I have seen liquor sold at the hotels there, 
but how general the sale was, I could not say. 

32972. Have you considered the advisability of a prohibitory enactment for the 
Dominion !—I cannot say that I have ever entered into the question very deeply. I 
could reason it out theoretically. As to enforcing such law, it seems to me it would be 
so exceedingly difficult as to be almost impossible. There are a large numher of people 
who wish to use intoxicating liquors, and as there are always a large number wishing to 
drink, who will strongly object to any legislative action being taken to prevent then use 
of liquor, so with the existing conditions ‘and with such feeling prevailing, and the sense 
of the community not being very strongly in favour of the suppression of the traffic, it 
would be me difficult to enforce a prohibitory law. 

32973. Speaking as a trained jurist, what in your opinion is the effect on a 
community of having a law on the statute-book, such as a general prohibitory law, that 
is flaggantly and persistently violated ?—I think it would be demoralizing to a community 
in the sense of lessening their respect for law. 

32974. In case such a law were passed, would you deem it right that compensation 
should be made to brewers and distillers for loss of plant and property ?—I should 
think so. I desire to say on the question of prohibition that a large number of persons 
desire to use intoxicating liquors, and I think it would be an undue act on the part of 
the majority to prohibit thei obtaining them. 

Hon. ALBERT C. KILLAM. 
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32975, Taking the class of people who cannot be restrained from getting drunk, 
and some of those members appear before the courts repeatedly, and the class who use 
liquor in moderation, do you think it would be fair and proper to keep under restraint 
people who use liquor immoderately rather than shut it out entirely from the people who 
use 1t in moderation !—It would be much better to keep those who use it to excess from 
using it at all. 


By kev. Dr. McLeod : 


32976. Do you consider that the people of Manitoba would be strongly in favour 
of enforcing a prohibitory law ?—TI hardly know what to say. The result of the recent 
vote was a surprise tome. In my opinion it may not have expressed the views of the 
people, for the reason that there was no practical outcome of it, it was not put into 
practical operation. Still I may be mistaken in that regard. I was surprised at such 
a large vote being given in its favour. 

32977. Then it expresses the desire of the people for prohibition ?—TI suppose so. 

32977a. Suppose that the plebiscite indicates the will of the people as strongly as the 
vote indicated, do you think that in that case it would be practicable in Manitoba ?—I 
suppose it should be tested ; we can only reason as to that at present. 

32978. Do you think it would be unjust if the majority enacted such a law, even 
if such a majority desired to remove the trade and the temptations that they claim are 
connected with it !—I think so. No doubt the majority would be seeking to invade 
natural rights for what they believed to be the best for the community. 

32979. Suppose the majority take this view, that the prohibition of the trade is for 
the welfare of the whole community, and I suppose they claim that the trade is a 

- constant menace to their families. Would it be right in the interests of the majority to 
impose their opinion on the minority !—That is a very difficult question to answer. I still 
hold my previous opinion, that the majority should not infringe on the natural rights of 
man. 

32980. And I suppose the minority should not impose on the natural rights of the 
majority to protect themselves /—It might be so. 


J. K. MCLENNAN of Winnipeg, Grain Merchant, on being duly sworn, deposed 
as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


32981. How long have you resided in Winnipeg ?—Nearly two months ; I recently 
came from Treherne. 
32982. How long were you there ?—About two years. 
32983. How long have you lived in Manitoba !—Four years altogether. 
32984. Did you come here from one of the other provinces !—I came from Ontario. 
32985. From what part?—From Essex Centre. 
32986. Had Essex County adopted a prohibitory law 1—At the time I was there I 
think the Dunkin Act was in force. 
32987. Is there not a large French population there ?—Yes. 
32988. Are you acquainted with the working of the Manitoba License Act /—Yes. 
32989. How does it work, in your opinion?—I do not consider the law is very 
ell enforced. 
32990. Are you in favour of a license law ?—I am not. 4 ; 
32991. Would you prefer a license law or prohibition !—Prohibition most decidedly. 
32992. If you could not obtain prohibition, would you rather have a license law or 
untrammelled sale of liquor ?—I should like to have the business restricted. 
32993. If you could not get prohibition and were called upon to vote, would you 
ote for untrammelled sale or a license law?—I would vote for the most stringent 
icense law I could get. 
21—103** 


——————— 


148 ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC. 


32994. Do you think the license law of Manitoba is a license law that is well 
framed for the purposes of carrying out restriction /—It is fairly well framed, and if one 
or two provisions were added, they would strengthen it materially in that respect. 

32995. In what respect ?—In a village where no licenses are granted, the law 
should provide that treating and distributing liquor should be prohibited, and the penalty 
should be made the same as that against selling. 

32996. You mean that if a man gives another liquor, the offence should be the same 
as if he had sold liquor !—Yes, the same as if he had sold. We could enforce local 
option thoroughly if that provision was added to the present law. 

32997. Is there any other amendment you desire to suggest ?—I do not see any 
other weak point. 

32998. Granted a license system, would you favour the limitation of the number of 
places where liquor is sold !—I would have the number reduced to the smallest number 
possible. 

32999. Have you considered the question of high license ?—If licenses are to be 
granted at all, the higher the license the better. 

33000. Would you also have frequent inspection of the liquor sold ?—That would 
be advantageous, perhaps. 

33001. How long did you say you have lived in Winnipeg !/—About two months ; 
I lived in Winnipeg, however, some time ago. 

33002. Do you consider that Winnipeg is a sober and well conducted city /—Yes, 
fairly so. 
33003. What kind of prohibition do you favour ?—Total prohibition. 

33004. You mean total prohibition of the manufacture, importation and sale of 
alcoholic liquors for beverage purposes /—Yes. 

33005. In case of the enactment of such a law, would you favour the granting of 
compensation to brewers and distillers for loss of plant and property /—I would not. I 
do not think the trade is in a position to claim compensation. I know that last year 
number of licenses were cancelled, and no claim was made for compensation. 

33006. Then you would not grant compensation to brewers and distillers for loss of 
plant /—I would not give any compensation. 

By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 

33007. Have you had any experience of prohibition, either general or local /—We 
are working under a no license plan at Treherne. We had a license at first, but the people 
finally protested it out of the town and no license has been granted since. The license 
was protested about a year ago. 

33008. Comparing matters under license and under no license, which do you con- 
sider the more beneficial !—A town. near there, called Holland, was working under 
license, while Treherne grants no license. 

33009 Have you ever known on occasions when crowds gathered, as on 24th May 
and ist July, that the people were boisterous at Holland, while the people at Treherne 
were quite peaceable !—Yes. 

33010. Have you noticed similar differences in Ontario ?—I have been in Carman, 
Manitoba, which has been working under local option, and it was quite different there. 
That law has, however, been repealed recently. It was repealed owing to the temper- 
ance people taking no interest in the contest, thinking that the regular by-law had been 
illegally submitted ; it was submitted in a different form altogether. It was thought 
that there was no necessity to adopt a by-law which was understood to be illegal, and 
that was the reason why temperance people did not vote on the question of repeal. 

33011. Then they took no interest in the vote, supposing it amounted to nothing? 
—No; they did not think the vote would affect the law. 

33012. And then the law was repealed ?—Yes, that was the result. 

33013. What was your observation of the state of affairs in Carman under the - 
changed conditions ?—I had been a commercial traveller for many years, and visited 
Carman every three weeks, and my impression was that Carman was a ver y quet town 


while local option was in force, and that there was very little [drinking there. Some 
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few people obtained liquor from Winnipeg occasionally, but on the whole there was very 
little drinking. At the present time I consider the state of the town to be quite the. 
contrary. 

33014. There are licenses now !—Yes, and a great deal of liquor is being sold in 
very noisy places. 

33015. You do business at Treherne ?—Yes, in the stores there. 

33016. Do you know whether the granting of licenses has any effect on general 
trade?’—I consider it safer to do business where no liquor is sold. I think the people 
pay their accounts better. It is necessary in the country to give credit, and I think if 
much liquor is sold it is dangerous to give much credit. You feel more inclined to 
accommodate the people when you know they are not drinking. 

33017. They have more money because they are more thrifty, I suppose /—Yes. 

33018. Have you observed whether the drink trade affects injuriously other busi- 
nesses generally /—I think so. A large amount of money that would otherwise pass into 
proper channels is diverted into a channel from which no value is received. 

33019. Do you think prohibition is a practicable measure ?—Yes. I think a pro- 
hibitory law would be well enforced in Manitoba, judging from my impressions at 
Treherne, outside of a few parties who would be determined to keep a little liquor on 
hand. Outside of these few people, if the trade were prohibited, I believe there would 
be no difficulty in enforcing the law. 

33020. You believe that even if there is that constant illicit sale, more or less, it is 
not so injurious as established taverns in the community }—Certainly not. 

33021. Are you disposed to believe that if prohibition could be strictly observed 
in some districts like Treherne, it might be as easily and as strictly enforced all over the 
whole province !—That is my opinion. In travelling over Manitoba I have visited 
Treherne frequently, and from my observations I have seen the law there flagrantly 
violated and persistently violated by hotel-keepers. A license law is in force there. Of 
course the houses are supposed to close not later than 11 o’clock ; but when more or less 
passengers came in by train, the hotel-keepers open out and liquor is sold very freely. I 
have also seen liquor sold before six o’clock in the morning, in two cases. 

33022. So licensees are not particular to observe the prohibitory provisions of the 
license law ’—They certainly do not. 

33023. And illicit sale goes on even when men are authorized to sell ?—Yes. 


By Judge McDonald : 


33024. Did you call the attention of the Inspector to these matters /—I did in one 
case, and he promised to look into it. He is very busy as a rule. 
33025. Did you lay an information yourself /—I did not. ; 
33026. A gentleman, favourable to prohibition, who publishes a newspaper in 
Carman has called attention to certain matters there. He has told the Commission that 
the Church of England services had to be changed on account of drunken disturbances 
while that law was in force. Do you know anything of the matter /—TI never heard of 
anything of that kind before. 
33027. He further stated that ladies were exposed to hearing language which was 
unfit to be heard, and he mentioned Sunday, August 28th, 1892, as one of the dates, and 
stated that he had called upon the Inspector to come forward and do his duty like a 
man. Did you ever read such reports in the Carman newspaper of that time !—I did 
- not, but I heard that the reports were overdrawn. 
1 33028. Was there any truth in them !—There might have been a little. . 
2 - 33029. I see the writer holds very strong views on the subject, and he says: “ The 
_ time is not far distant when those who are now destroying their fellow-men with the 
accursed stuff will be made to realize the enormity of their crime.” Of course that is 
the impression of a man who is evidently strongly opposed to the traftic. Did you live 
| in the place at the time /—I was there frequently. 


33030. That gentleman was living in the place and published a nea and in 
that journal he pretended to be dealing with facts respecting his own town ?—I think a 
great deal of discount can be given the articles in question, In view of the person who 


4 them. 
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33031. But they were written by a man who was living there at the time +—I 
know as much about local option in Carman as the editor of the paper. I was there 
frequently. 

33032. You think that you, as a visitor, know as much about it asa resident. Will 
you say that those statements are not true: that the Church of England services were 
not changed from one building to another /—No. 

33033. Will you say that it is not true that ladies found the language so vile and 
filthy used toward them ‘that they had to keep out of the way of it at the ame that the 
Act was enforced ?—I will not dispute that. 

33034. Will you dispute that whisky was brought into Carman by express /—I 
am aware myself that whisky was brought into Carman at times, but not in large 
quantities. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


33035. Speaking about men using improper language in the presence of ladies : 
would they be more apt to avoid doing so under a license system ?—It would be the 
same in any case. 


CHARLES H. CORDINGLEY of Winnipeg, Accountant, on being duly sworn, 
deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


33036. I am informed”that you are the Secretary of the Licensed Victuallers’ Asso-— 
ciation of Manitoba !—Yes. 

33037. How long have you lived in this province ?7—I have been here six years. 

33038. Did you come from one of the other provinces !—I came from Montreal, 
Quebec. 

33039. During the time you have resided in Manitoba, have you lived in Winnipeg 
most of the time ?—Y es, except when I have been trav elling about. 

33040. Do you travel much ?—I have not travelled much lately. During the first 
three years I travelled all over the countr y: 

33041. Has your attention been ca alled to the working of the license law in this 
province /— Yes. 

33042. How do you find it work ?—It is better observed in Manitoba, including 
Winnipeg, than I found it down below in the east. 

33043. So far as you know, are its provisions well complied with as regards the 
enforcement of the hours pr eseribed and the persons who may sell 1—Generally ; ; there 


are always exceptions. There is, of course, a low class of places i in every country where - 


you will ‘find the law violated, but, generally speaking, the law is well observed. 
33044. Are there any suggestions you could offer to the Commission as to amend- 
ments or improvements to the law with a view to making it more efficient ?—If the law 


was better attended to in regard to its enforcement, it would of course, have a better 
effect. 

33045. Have you any reason to believe that adulterated liquor is sold /—In Win- 
nipeg there is a better class of liquor sold than I have found in any other place. J am 
now speaking of twenty years’ experience in the liquor trade. . 

33046. Have you found that the liquor traffic has any effect upon the general busi- 
ness interests of the community, that is to say any effect of an injurious character ?— 
No. 

33047. Has this province, during your residence here, been progressive /—It has. 

33048. I suppose there has been an increase of population and an increase of 
wealth /—Yes, and it has increased in Prosperity generally. 

J. K. McLennan, 
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33049. Can you give any statistical evidence as to the liquor trade in Manitoba ? 
—As Secretary of the Association I sent out a circular to the hotel-keepers all over the 
province, asking them several questions. I got a certain number of replies. 

33050. Have you tabulated them ?—TI have the total figures. I submit a state- 
ment. [Appendix 2. ] 

33051. In regard to hotels, of course they do other business besides selling liquor, 
they entertain guests, and they have a number of employees who are not connected in 
any way with the liquor branch of the business !—TI sent out these circulars so as to be 
able to submit this information to the Commission. 

33052. This statement does not pretend to say that all those persons are concerned 
simply in the sale of liquor ; but does it not include the total number of employees in 
the hotels /—It would seem to do so. 

33053. Do you think all the people connected with the hotels would be thrown out 
of employment ?—The statement is not intended to indicate the number of people who 
would be thrown out of employment. The people may have misunderstood my ques- 
tions. This, however, is the answer I have received as regards the number of people 
who would be thrown out of employment, supposing a general prohibitory law came into 
force. In some replies the number merely included the bar-men and the bar-tenders, 
and in some cases, I am pretty sure, they included female help. 

33054. I notice in your statement that 84 licenses are inserted, exclusive of the 
city of Winnipeg ?—TI have received replies from 25 out of the 84. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


33055. How long is it since you sent out the circular /—It was dated October 13th. 

33056. You did not send it out till afterwards !—I received 8 answers to-day. 

33057. This is your own testimony ?—Yes, I am merely giving you a summary of 
the matter. Jam acquainted with every man in the trade, and in some cases his own 
opinion is expressed and in other cases it is not expressed. I think this statement is a 
very fair average, and I would have been ready to put it in as from myself. 


By Judge McDonald : 


33058. Have you travelled through Manitoba /—Yes. 

33059. Have you been at Carman /—Yes. 

33060. How often have you been there !—Three times. 

33061. What law was in force respecting the sale of liquor when you were there ? 
—One time there were no licenses issued and afterwards there was a license law. 

33062. What was your observation as to the state of the town ?—I could always 
get anything I wanted to drink, whether local option was in force or not. 

33063. How about the other sections /—As regards Treherne, it was the same. 

33064. And what about the other places /—I never was in a local option town yet 
and could not get a drink, although I am a moderate drinker; but when I feel like 
getting a drink, I want to be able to get it. 

33065. Have you been in the North-west Territories /—Yes, to Prince Albert and 
Regina. 

33066. How did you find the law carried out there !—I did get a drink. 

33067. Was that when the prohibitory law was in force !—Yes, it was two years 
ago. 

33068. What kind of liquor was it, good or bad /—In Prince Albert it was very 
bad liquor, and I did not repeat the drink very often. In Regina, I got a glass of very 
poor whisky. 

33069. Then you went further and fared worse !— Yes. By. 

33070. It is hardly necessary to ask you whether you are favourable to prohibition. 
What is your opinion on that subject }—I am not a drinker, but I would hate to be 
deprived of taking a glass of beer. I think it would be an interference with personal 
liberty. I am opposed to it on principle. ; 

33071. Supposing such an enactment was passed, could it, in your judgment, be 
enforced ?—Not only would it be impracticable, but it would be impossible. 
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33072. In case such a law was passed, do you believe it would be right that com- 
pensation should be made to brewers and distillers for loss of plant and machinery !— 
Decidedly ; not only to brewers and distillers, but to men who would be forced out of 
the calling. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


32073. Would you go further, and say that compensation should be given to these 
people who were deprived of the liberty of getting a drink /—There is no compensation 
that would satisfy such a case. 


By Judge McDonald : 


33074, Would they be deprived of that liberty—holding your view of the enforce- 
ment of the provision—or would they be able to get drink ? Would they not be able 
to get it in such an event ?—Yes. 


By kev. Dr. McLeod : 

33075. Then is there any interference with personal liberty /—I could get a drink, 
no doubt, if I felt like it; but I would not care, because then J would run the risk of 
getting other people into trouble. I would not want a man to break a law for me. If 
I can go and obtain a glass of whisky as a right, | want to do so; but, at the same 
time, I would hesitate to ask a man to break a law for me. 


By Judge McDonald : 


33076. From your experience, would you favour an increased use of light wines and 
ales and a diminished use of, the heavi Yes. 

33077. You think that would be an advantage to the people ?—I do; but I am 
speaking selfishly, because I like beer, but I do not drink strong liquor. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


33078. Would that not be an infraction of the liberty of the man who wants 
whisky instead of beer /—I favour the increased use of light wines and beer by moral 
suasion. 

33079. Speaking about depreciation in property : do you believe there would be 50 
per cent depreciation in property /—Yes, not only of the property that would actually 
be thrown out of employment by the enactment of the law, but it would ee i the 

value of other property in the city. 

33080. Then you think other property would depreciate if the saloons were closed 1 
Yes, decidedly. As many houses would be out of use, the natural effect would be to 
depreciate the value of other property. 

33081. Have you observed whether the existence of the saloons depreciates the 
value of property in the vicinity !—-I have never known it so. 

33082. Have you ever observed whether the existence of the saloons caused 
property to be sold, but not for homes /—In what way do you mean ? 

33083. Because of the inability of the patrons of the saloons to build homes on 
account of patronizing the saloon ?—-You mean that a certain number of men will 
squander money in the saloon ? 

33084, Do you know that property in the vicinity of the saloon is depreciated in 
value, and that the insurance rate is increased because of the proximity of the saloon % 
—No. I heard that statement made about increased insurance, and I very much 
doubted, at the time, the correctness of the assertion. 

33085. Do you believe that all those employees you have indicated would be thrown 
out of employment !—I think that a discount can be made on the number. 

33086. Do you believe that those thrown out of employment would go to other 
sections of the country in vain to find something to do ?—I do as regards Winnipeg. I 
know that there are a number here now who are seeking employment. In my store 
to-day there was a man who wanted employment. 

33087. Then if there was an increase in the number of licenses, those people would 
be able to find employment ?—No. 

CHARLES H. CorDINGLEY. 


——— 
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33088. Why !—Because as it is now, it is very hard for a number of those in the 
trade even to pay their way. 

33089. Are there too many of them in the trade ?— Yes. 

33090. Then you think it would be better to have a less number in Winnipeg than 
is the case now !—To a certain extent it would be better for those left in the trade, for 
it would make them able to make more money. 

33091. Do you think licensing a number of places would diminish the number of 
drunkards ?—No, I do not. 

33092. Then reducing the number of licensed places by means of high license does 
not lessen the amount of drinking, but gives a monopoly to a select few in the trade ?— 
Yes, of the better class, and at the same time it increases illicit sale. 

33093. Then there are classes and grades in the trade?—High license gives a 
monopoly to a few of the better class and encourages illicit trade. 

33094. Is there illicit trade in Winnipeg ?—I know of one case in which a man 
was brought to book and punished. 

33095. Was that through the instrumentality of the licensees /—TI could not say ; 
it was a recent case in the police court. 

33096. Is there illicit sale by licensees, such as selling after hours and on Sundays }— 
I have heard of such cases: four of them were brought up last week. 

33097. I understand that you are an accountant in some city firm /—I am with 
Villie, Carey & Co. 

33098. In what trade is the firm engaged !— Wholesale wines and liquors. 

33099. I understand that you are Secretary of the Licensed Victuallers’ Associa- 
tion. What is the object of that Association !—The by-law of the Association states 
that : 

‘* The object of this association shall be to unite all the members thereof in a social compact for 
the purpose of protecting their rights, resisting arbitrary or unjust laws relating to their business, to 
assist the authorities in the suppression of low and unlicensed houses, to maintain the respectability 
of its members, to gather and disseminate practical and useful information relating to the trade in 
all its bearings, to refute and repel the unjust aspersions cast upon the trade by many so-called 
temperance people, and to vindicate the truth based upon the experience of all civilized communities ; 
that through fair and reasonable license laws, properly enforced, the cause of rational temperance is 
most surely advanced and sustained. Finally, to promote social friendship and good will, encourage 
all good qualities of head and heart, and keep good-fellowship with all true friends of civil and 
religious liberty.” 

33100. You think that the trade does accomplish those results mentioned and that 
it does “ encourage all good qualities of head and heart ”!—There are always black-sheep 
in every society. 

33101. You are associated together to see that all fair and reasonable license laws 
are properly enforced: does the association do that /—It is only recently that we have 
been organized. 

33102. How long has the society been in existence /—Three months, hardly that, 
T think. 

33103. His Worship the Mayor has informed us that there has been an attempt 
within the last ten days to secure better enforcement of the law. Is that the reason of 
the association’s activity ?—No. It is to prevent the violation of the law; and I 
recently went around and asked the licensees to obey the law. 

33104. Why? Are the members of the association co-operating with each other in 
regard to this matter ?—Not officially. 

33105. Did it come to your own knowledge that officers were about to bestir them- 
selves in regard to the enforcement of the law ?—Last week four summonses were 
taken out. 

33106. Was that the reason you went around and told the licensed victuallers 
that they had better be careful /—Not that they had better be careful, but that they 
should simply observe the law. 

33107. The association did not assist the officers to enforce the law, but when it 
found that officers were going round to look after illicit sale, the licensees were told to 
be on their guard and were advised to obey the law. Is that correct !—The association 
was "not aware that the officers were making any extra efforts to maintain the law. 
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33108. Is it one rule of your association that its members must obey the law ?— Yes. 

33109. When members are known not to obey the law, are they disciplined /— 
They will be if the matter is brought to the association’s notice. 

33110. Is it the case that some of the members do violate the law !—-That has not 
been done as yet. 

33111. Is it the duty of the members of the association to inform the others about 
illicit sales ?— Yes. 

33112. They have done that !—They have not had occasion. 

33113. Have you any idea that there is illicit sale in Winnipeg?) What is your 
impression from your observation or from hearsay ?—Do you mean by licensed or un- 
licensed dealers ! 

33114. I mean by authorized people selling ’— I have heard of one case, and that 
came to my knowledge indirectly by happening to go to the police court, where I found 
a man being tried on that charge. 

33115. You say that there have been some licensees fined for selling after hours !— 
No, I have said summoned. 

33116. Have none within the last three months been fined ?—Not to my knowledge. 

33117. Then those three men were summoned and have not yet been dealt with ?— 
The cases have been postponed, and I believe they will be tried to-morrow. 

33118. Supposing they are fined, will the society take notice of the fact and disci- 
pline them for violating the law /—No doubt notice will be taken of the fact. 

33119. I see you do not believe in prohibition !—No. 

33120. Your reason for not believing in it. is, | understand, that you think it would 
be impossible to carry it out. Why 1_Because it would be an interference with the 
liberty of the subject. 

33121. Is the only liberty of the subject the liberty to drink, or is that his chief 
liberty 1—It is one of his chief liberties to decide what he shall eat and drink, for any 
man by law has a right to decide what he shall eat and what he shall drink. 

33122. You think it would be such an interference that it would be impossible to 
carry out the law ?— Yes. 

33123. Is it right for parents to protest against what they regard as a menace to 
their children and to the happiness of their families and their homes?—A man can pro- 
test or do what he thinks proper, but he cannot compel me to take his view of the subject. 

33124. If he regards your trade as a constant danger to himself and to his boys 
and to his neighbour’s boys “and to the community at large, is he right to interfere with 
danger os remove that danger if he can 1—Certainly, if “he can. 

33125. Are they right to ask for the overthrow of the drink trade ?—A man has a 
right to ie whatever he thinks proper. 

33126. Then you believe that every man is a law to himself ?—No. 

33127. What is your opinion as to the drink trade and its effects ; are those effects 
beneficial or injurious /—The moderate use of liquor is decidedly beneficial. 

33128. I am not speaking of the moderate or the excessive use, but of the drink 
trade. Are its effects beneficial or injurious ?——The effects cf the moderate use of liquor 
are decidedly not bad. 

33129. But what is your belief, after 20 years’ experience in the liquor trade and 
being officially connected with it, of the effects of the drink trade and the drink habit? 

—That it does affect persons one way or ihe other—it may affect perhaps one per cent. 

33130. Then you think it injures one per cent?—No more than that. It affects 
some people in that way, the same as some people are affected by over indulgence in eat- 
ing certain kinds. of food ; but I would not go so far as to say that because a man makes 
a mistake in over- feeding himself on certain fo-ds which disagree with him, all other 
men must be deprived of those foods. 

33131. Do you put the two cases on the same level?—No. But I would as soon 
Arcane as to what kind of food a man shall eat as to what he shall drink. If a man 
wants to drink, let him drink. If he makes himself a nuisance or is a burden or inter- 
feres with other people, then let that man be punished. 

33132. Then you think every man has a right to do what he thinks is proper /— 
Providing he is not hurting his neighbours. 

Cnartes H, Corvinciey. 
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33133. If the community think that the drink trade is hurtful to its members, is it 
right for the community to overthrow the drink trade ?—No, I do not think so. 

33134. Do you believe there is any right anywhere to interfere with the drink 
trade ?’—In what way ? 

33135. Do you believe it would be right for any power under any circumstances to. 
interfere with ‘he drink trade !—Do you mean the manufacture, importation and sale ? 

33136. I mean the whole of it?—If a Government, sustained by the people, say it 
must not be, naturally I say: obey the law. I am a stickler in regard to obeying the law. 

33137. So then if Parliament, voicing the feeling and desire of the people, should 


‘enact a prohibitory law, you believe that it would be right ’—Yes. 


33138. You believe that all men should obey the law ?—I believe decidedly, that 
all men should obey the law. 


Rev. JOHN SEMMENS, of Winnipeg, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald : 


33139. With what religious denomination are you connected /—I am a minister of 
the Methodist Church, and I am President of the Manitoba and North-west Conference. 

33140. How long have you resided in Manitoba /—For five years. 

33141. Before you came here where did you reside?—I resided in the District of 
Keewatin for a number of years. It is 20 years since I came to the city. 

33142. From what province did you come !—From Ontario. 

33143. We have had already before the Commission the opinion of the Methodist 
Church of Canada on the liquor traffic, given at the General Conference in 1890. Do 
you personally concur in that view /—I do; I was a member of that Conference. 

33144. I suppose the action was unanimous !—Practically so, I think. 

33145. You concur in it, at all events ?—There was no reservation so far as I was 
concerned, 

33146. That deliverance was strongly in favour of prohibition. Is that your opinion 
also 1—Yes. 

33147. Has the Conference, as a body, passed on the question of granting compen- 
sation to brewers and distillers in the event of a general prohibitory law being enacted 4 
—I am not aware that the subject of granting compensation to brewers and distillers 
has ever been taken up by the Conference. 

33148. What is your personal view in regard to that matter /—My personal view is 
that compensation would not be demanded, is not expected, and should not be made. 

33149. You think that justice would not require it /—Yes. 

33150. Taking the license law, have you any suggestions you would like to make as 
to amending the law !—I hardly know how to answer that question. 

33151. Do you consider the license law itself to be a sin?—To my own mind the 
traffic is sinful ; and the licensing of it would be of the same character. 

33152. That view, of course, must be taken as qualifying an answer !— Yes. 

33153. But taking the license law as it is now in existence, are there any amend- 
ments you could suggest /—There are amendments I could suggest, one of which is to take 
away the licenses from saloons and confine the sale of liquor to houses of public enter- 
tainment. It occurs to me that the saloons exist merely for the purpose of handing 
liquor out to men. That feature of the trade should be abolished. 

33154. Are there any other suggestions you could make ?—I entertain a very strong 
feeling on this question. I have heard questions asked by the Commission in regard to 
drink and drunkenness. In my opinion the first class hotel is likely to be more seductive 
in its power than the low class hotel. I would, therefore, like to have the premises 
arranged so that people entering by the fftont door would not see the bar of the hotel. 

33155. Where would you have the bar placed !—I would have it perhaps on the 
side, entirely apart from the general traffic. What I mean is this: the bar is easily 
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accessible from the entrance. Men of weak appetites will visit it on very slight pretext, 
whereas they would not go so often probably if they had to make some effort to reach it. 
rer Would you, ‘then, have it detached from the other part of the house /—Yes. 
33157. Are there any further suggestions you desire to offer /—I have no further 
een to offer on that line. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


33158. Has Manitoba in its North-west Conference taken some action in the direc- 
tion of prohibition : has it followed the line of the General Conference and taken strong 
action in that regard ?—I have here its latest deliverance. The first six provisions that 
T will present to the Commission were submitted to the Conference and discussed, and 
all accepted by the Conference without reservation. I will read the provisions. 
(Appendix 3.) 

33159. Have you had any opportunity of observing the operation of the license law 
and local option in this western country.—I have not had an opportunity of observing 
local option, but I have observed the operations of the license law. 

33160. Have you observed that a license law really diminishes drinking ?—I 
have not. 

33161. You have already said, I nile stand, that you personally are in accord with 
the deliverance of your Conference on this subject : so I scarcely need ask you whether 
you are in favour of prohibition or not }—I am. 

33162. Have you noticed the operation of the prohibition law in the North-west or 
in Keewatin /—Yes, I have, and I have also had a view of prohibition that no one has 
mentioned to this Commission. Prohibition was introduced by the Hudson Bay 
Company many years ago, and its effect was felt over the whole Territory then governed 
by the Council of which Sir Geor ge Simpson was the President. That prohibition was 
decided upon by the Hudson Bay Company’s Council in session, for the purpose of 
protecting the hunters on the one hand and for the purpose of preserving the Company’s 
trade on the other hand. It was carried into effect in the most w holesale fashion by the 
refusal of the authorities to ship any lquor from England, and for a number of years 
this prohibition prevailed all over the North-west. The immediate result of it was that 
business increased, that the health of the people was very much improved and life was 
preserved I know that from observation, I know it also from statements made, and I 
also know it from printed statements of the Hudson Bay Company, issued before this 
province was a province of the Dominion. 

33163. Do you know what induced the Hudson Bay Company to take that action ! 
—The fact that their gains were falling off. Rum was very freely used, the hunters 
were dying, the trade was suffering and something must be done. The Council came to 
the rescue, and at once decided that this must be done which I have indicated, and it 
was done ; and the expression of the Council was that the measure was a beneficial one 
both as to the hunters’ health and as to the financial returns of the company. 

33164. You would regard that action as a business one on the part of the Hudson 

Bay Bona ?—I think it was, although in their charter there is a distinct clause 

which sets out that they have not only business influences over the communities but 
social and religious ones as well, and they work in accordance with those terms. 

33165. Do you know any instances of the enforcement of a practical prohibitory 
law in the Hudson Bay Territory where the benefits were very marked ?—I have a 
number of recollections respecting men who were in the country and connected with the 
company at that time. 

33166. Were you a missionary in that region then ?—Yes, for a number of years. 
I know a number of men who were at that time habitual ices men who were more 
or less constantly under the influence of drink, who would make any sacrifice to get it ; 
but when the supply was cut off, they became good citizens and able hunters. 

33167. Do you know whether the men rested content with the supply being off !— 
I have heard them, with deep feeling, declare their thanksgiving that it had boon! cut off. 

33168. So the company’s action was really a blessing to them ?—So far as my ex- 
perience has gone it was a positive blessing. It was not only a blessing to the indivi- 
duals themselves, but to us. 

Rev. Jonny Semmes. 
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33169. The Hudson Bay Company in distributing liquor did it, I believe, in the 
way of trade ?—Yes. 

33170. Suppose the Hudson Bay Company had established, at various posts 
throughout the territories, licensed places under certain restrictions, do you think they 
would have accomplished the same result as was secured by adopting a drastic measure 
of prohibition ?—They had that, practically, all the time. The people lived in forts, and 
were practically banished from the company of white men. They were practically pro- 
hibitionists, and yet under that system and under those restrictions, the evil crept in 
which the Council saw must be removed. 

33171. Respecting the public feeling in Manitoba : do you believe that the recent 
plebiscite was a fair and honest expression of the public desire and purpose respecting 
the liquor trade ?—I have no reason to think otherwise; I have never seen any reason 
for thinking otherwise. I believe, so far as the plebiscite went, it was an honest expres- 
sion of public opinion. 

33172. Do you consider that the vote was a large one as compared with the vote for 
the members of the Legislature /—Yes. 

33173. Have you reason, from your knowledge of the country and your knowledge 
of the people, to believe that if a general prohibitory law were enacted, it would be 
fairly well enforced ?—I should be guilty of lacking respect for my fellow countrymen 
if I made a statement to show that I did not believe it. 

33174. So you expect the Provincial Government at the next session of the Legis- 
lature to introduce a measure for prohibition, I suppose ?—I do not think that I have 
faith enough to dare to expect that much. I have hope, however, that they will move 
in the right direction. I would not have prohibition unless it could be in force 
constantly. 

33175. Which would you prefer, Provincial prohibition or Dominion prohibition ?— 
I would very much prefer Dominion prohibition. 

33176. In your opinion would the Dominion Government submit a larger and 
more perfect measure /— Yes. 


By Judge McDonald : 


33177. Do you know whether the Hudson Bay Company have liquor at their stores 
now !—Not unless it is for private supply. 

33178. Was the private supply for their own factors ever done away with ?—No. 

33179. So the result was that the factors could always obtain liquor for their own 
use ?—Very largely so, although the Company’s law was that liquor could not be taken 
into the North-west except by special permit from the Lieutenant-Governor. 

33180. That was the law until recently /—Yes. 

33181. We have evidence before the Commission from the manager of the stores 
here that the Company deals in liquor in this city ?—~Yes, I was speaking about 
Keewatin, entirely. 


The Commission adjourned. 
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WINNIPEG, October 27th, 1892. 
The Commission met this day at 11 a.m. 


Present : 


JupGE McDonaxp. Rey. Dr. McLeop. 


Tue Hon. JOHN SCHULTZ, Lieut.-Governor of Manitoba, appeared before the 
Commission and presented a written statement, which was read, as follows :— 

To the Honourable the members of the Royal Commission on the Liquor Traffic in 
session at Winnipeg. 


Gentlemen,— 


33181la. In requesting me to make astatement before you upon the various matters 
within the scope of your Commission, I understand the subjects to have been classified 
under several heads as follows :— 

1. The effect of the liquor traffic upon all interests affected by it in Canada. 

The measures which have been adopted in this and other countries with a view 
to lessen, regulate and prohibit the traffic. 

3. The results of these measures in each case. 

4. The effect that the enactment of-a prohibitory liquor law in Canada would have 
in respect of social conditions, agricultural, business, industrial and commercial interests, 
of the revenue requirements of Municipalities, Provinces and the Dominion, and also, as 
to its capability of etlicient enforcement. 

5, All other information bearing on the question of prohibition. 

I have to request that what I am now about to say may be considered as relating 
mainly to that part of the Dominion with which I am most familiar, viz., from Ontario 
to the Rocky Mountains and particularly to Manitoba. Passing by the first se these 
subjects to deal with it in closing this statement, I have to say regarding No. 2, that I 
came to this country in 1860 ; that the conditions then obtaining were, civil govern- 
ment by the Hudson Bay Company, whose chief resident official was styled the Gover- 
nor of Assiniboia, aided by a Council selected by the Hudson Bay Company’s directors 
in London, whose functions were advisory and legislative rather than executive ; the 
circular Territory thus governed being called ‘“‘ Assiniboia,” the extent of which was a 
radius from Upper Fort Garry of 50 miles. Among the laws passed by the Governor 
and Council in 1862, were the following relating to furnishing the means of intoxication 
to Indians : 

‘Tf any person, without distinction of race, supply or sell to any person popularly know as an 
Indian, or any member of an Indian nation, the means of intoxication, he shall, on being convicted 
before a petty court, on the oath of one or more witnesses, be fined for each offence, as follows : 

Two pounds for furnishing any brewing utensils, the fine to go to the informer ; 

Three pounds for funishing malt ; the fine to go to the informer. 

Five pounds for furnishing beer or any fermented liquor ; the fine to go to the informer. 

Ten pounds, for furnishing distilled spirits, or any other immediate cause of intoxication than 
fermented liquors: half the fine to go to the informer. 

In every case the offender, after conviction, to be i impr isoned until the fine is paid. 

In addition to these fines, the offender shall make restitution to the Indian of all the equivalent 
which he may have received, if any, for such furnishing, every part of such equivalent, not being 
money itself, being valued for the purpose at prime cost. 

If an intoxicated Indian commit or threaten to commit an unprovoked violence, he may be impri- 
soned, in addition to any specific punishment, till he prosecute the person who may have been guilty 
in the matter. 

If any person possess, or have possessed, malt or beer or spirits, or any other of the above means 


of intoxication in the society or tent of any Indian, he shall be held guilty of furnishing such means 
of intoxication to Indians. 


Hon. Joun SCHULTZ. 
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And the following License Law, which was amended early in January, 1866, and in 
the spring, fall and winter of 1868 :— 

_ It shall be lawful for the bench of magistrates of the peace and petty courts in their several 
districts assembled, on the first Monday of the month of June in each year, or at other times when 
they deem it expedient, to issue licenses, which will be in force till the first Monday in June, then 
next following, to approved applicants (who shall be land owners in the settlement), allowing the 
sale by retail on their own premises of all spirits, wines and beer lawfully imported, or of native 
manufacture (all quantities of wine imported under one gallon, and all quantities of beer under eight 
gallons, shall be counted retail) ; the sum of ten pounds be paid for a license so issued for the sale by 
retail of beer alone ; and any person selling spirits, wine or beer by retail, without such license, sball 
on conviction before a petty court, on the oath of one or more witnesses, for each offence, pay a fine 
of ten pounds sterling, and be imprisoned ‘until the fine be paid—one half the fine shall go to the 
informer,—and the form of the licenses shall be according to schedule A or B; any offence against 
the provisions of said license shall be paid by forfeiture of the same; and in addition, in case of 
infraction of the provisions of said licenses as regards Indians, the offender shall pay the special 
penalty for furnishing the means of intoxication to Indians. 

The license issued under this last provision made the retail quantity anything 
under five gallons, and subject to the following restrictions :—It could not be sold between 
the hours of nine at night and six in the morning, not at any hour during the Sabbath, 
not to any intoxicated person and never to an Indian, under penalty of forfeiture of 
the license. 

Each petty court, out of the fund arising from licenses and penalties, shall defray any necessary 
expenses Incurred in enforcing the laws against the illegal sale of spirits, wines or beer, or the furnish- 
ing of the means of intoxication to Indians accounting to the Governor and council for all such 
receipts and expenditure. 

No action shall lie for the recovery of penalties for any breach of the laws for regulating the sale 
of intoxicating liquors, unless information snall have been given within six months after the commis- 
sion of the offence. 

In addition to the retail license a wholesale license was issued to such persons as supplied intoxi- 
cating liquors in larger quantities than five gallons, the fee for such license being ten pounds. 

The operation of these laws was confined, as I have said, to a radius of 50 miles 
from Upper Fort Garry. The Government of the country and the enforcement of these 
laws continued till November, 1869, when a period of very high handed license indeed, 
took the place of constituted authority, and continued till the arrival of the Canadian 
and British Expeditionary force under Colonel Wolsely, in August, 1870, after which 
the Assiniboia laws were adopted by the Lieutenant-Governor and Council till the 
first Provincial Legislature had been elected and had time to deal with the subject. 

The commission of the first Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of Manitoba 
empowered him, with the assistance of a Council, to make and enforce laws for all of 
the Canadian North-west, and this Council passed a general prohibition law, which was 
enforced by the employment of the Mounted Police, a force raised partly for that pur- 
pose, who promptly repressed the armed liquor forts known as “ Stand-off” and 
‘“Whoop-up” and prevented the employment of liquor for trading purposes in the North- 
west. When railroad construction commenced in the North-west, a prohibitive measure 
was adopted by the Dominion Parliament in those clauses of the Public Works Act 
which relate to the line of construction and its immediate neighbourhood. 

The powers of the first North-west Council ceased when a separate Government 
was given to the North-west Territories in 1887,—and the various restrictive and pro- 
hibitive Ordinances of that Government are so well known that I need not refer to 
them. 

The various Acts of the Legislature of this Province are all so well known, they 
need not be recapitulated by me, and you will no doubt have received the official 
returns of the votes cast for and against prohibition at the late general election in this 
Province. 

In the district of Keewatin, which is under the rule of the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Manitoba, prohibition has been and is in force by virtue of the following clauses of 
Cap. 53 of the Dominion Consolidated Statutes of 1886 :— 


PROHIBITION OF INTOXICANTS. 


35. No intoxicating liquor or other intoxicant shall be manufactured or made in the said dis- 


_ trict, except by special permission of the Governor in Council,—nor shall any intoxicating liquor or 


< ms . 7 5 F . 5 nee » oe lesz » ~ 
intoxicant be imported or brought into the District from any Province of Canada, or elsewhere, or 
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be sold, exchanged, traded, or bartered, except by special permission, in writing, of the Lieutenant- 
Governor. 38 V., c. 49, s. 74, part. 

36. Intoxicating liquors and intoxicants imported or brought from any place out of Canada into 
the District, by special permission, in writing, of the Lieutenant-Governor, shall be subject to the 
customs and excise laws of Canada. 40 V., c. 7, 8. 9, part. 

37. If any such intoxicating liquor or intoxicant is manufactured or made in the District, or 
imported or brought into the same, or is sold, exchanged, traded or bartered, in violation of this 
Act, it shall be forfeited, and may be seized by any officer of the customs or excise, or by any cons- 
table or other duly qualified person wheresoever found; and, on complaint made before him, any 
judge, stipendiary magistrate or justice of the peace, on complaint as aforesaid, may issue a search 
warrant, as in cases of stolen goods under the ‘‘ Act respecting procedure in Criminal Cases,” and 
when the same is found, may cause it to be forthwith destroyed ; and the still, machinery, keg, bar- 
rel, case, box, package or receptable whence or in which any intoxicating liquor or intoxicant has 
been manufactured, imported or made, sold, exchanged, traded or bartered, and as well that in 
which the original supply was contained as the vessel wherein any portion of such original supply 
was supplied as aforesaid, and the remainder of the contents thereof, if such still, machinery, bar- 
rel, keg, case, box, package, receptacle os vessel aforesaid, respectively, can be identified, may be 
seized by any officer of the customs or excise, or by any constable or other duly qualified person, 
wheresoever found within the District : and, on complaint before any judge, stipendiary magistrate 
or justice of the peace, he may, on the evidence of any credible witness that any of the provisions of 
this Act have been violated in respect thereof, declare such intoxicating liquor or intoxicant, still, 
machinery, vessel or receptacle forfeited, and cause the same to be forthwith destroyed : and the 
person in whose possession any of them is found shall incur a penalty not exceeding one hundred 
dollars, and not less than fifty dollars, and the costs of prosecution ; and a moiety of such penalty 
shall belong to the informer, and the other moiety shall belong to Her Majesty for the public uses 
of Canada. 38 V., c. 49, s. 74, part. 

38. Every person who manufactures, makes, imports, sells, exchanges, trades or barters an 
intoxicating liquor or intoxicant, except by special permission as aforesaid, or in whose possession or 
on whose premises such intoxicating liquor or intoxicant of any kind is found, shall incur a penalty 
not exceeding two hundred dollars and not less than fifty dollars, a moiety of which shall belong to 
theinformer. 38 V., ¢. 49, s. 74, part. 

39. Every person who knowingly has in his possession any article, chattel, commodity or thing 
purchased, acquired, exchanged, traded or bartered, either wholly or in part, for any intoxicating 
liquor or intoxicant, shall, for each offence, incur a penalty not exceeding two hundred dollars and 
not less than fifty dollars, a moiety of which penalty shall belong to the informer. 38 V., c. 49, s. 
74, part. 

40. Every article, chattel, commodity or thing, in the purchase, acquisition, exchange, trade or 
barter of which the consideration, either wholly or in part, is any intoxicating liquor or intoxicant, 
shall be forfeited to Her Majesty, and shall be seized as hereinbefore provided in respect to any 
receptacle for any intoxicating liquor or intoxicant. 38 V., c. 49, s. 74, part. 

41. Every person who refuses or neglects to aid any constable, sub-constable or other duly 
authorized person in the execution of any act or duty required under any of the six sections next 
preceding, or who knowingly refuses to give information, or gives false information in respect to any 
matter arising therefrom, shall incur a penalty not exceeding two hundred dollars and not less than 
fifty dollars, a moiety of which penalty shall belong to the informer. 38 V., c. 49, s. 74, part. 

4], Every penalty incurred under any of the seven sections next preceding shall be recoverable, 
with costs of prosecution, by summary conviction, on the evidence of one credible witness, before any 
judge, stipendiary magistrate or justice of the peace having jurisdiction in the district ; and such 
judge, stipendiary magistrate or justice of the peace shall, on payment of the penalty, pay the informer 
his share thereof ; and in case of non-payment of the penalty and the costs immediately after convic- 
tion, the convicting judge, magistrate or justice may, in his discretion, levy the same by distress and 
sale, or commit the person so convicted and making default in payment of the said penalty and costs, 
to any common jail or house of correction or lock-wp house within the district, for a term not exceed- 
ing six months, unless the said penalty and costs are sooner paid, and, upon conviction for a subse- 
quent offence, the offender shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding four hundred dollars and not less 
than two hundred dollars, and in the discretion of the convicting judge, magistrate or justice, to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months. 38 V., c. 49, s, 74, part. 

43. No seizure, prosecution, conviction or commitment under this Act shall be invalid for want 
of form, so long as the same is according to the true intent and meaning of this Act. 38 V., c. 49, s. 
74, part. 


So that until the recent North-west Ordinances, Dominion prohibition enactments 
covered all that part of Canada, except Manitoba, which lies between Ontario and 
sritish Columbia, and between the States of Minnesota, North Dakota and Montana to 
the northern limit of Canada and the north-eastern limit of Alaska, a territory more 
than half the area of the whole Dominion. 

As I am not able to speak from actual knowledge of the measures which have been 
adopted in other countries with a view to lessen, regulate and prohibit the liquor traffic, 
T will pass on to the consideration of the third of the heads of your inquiry, viz.:—3. The 
result of the measures in each case. 

Hon. JouHn ScHULTZ. 


| 
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This brings me to speak of the first restrictive measures of the Hudson Bay Company’s 
District of Assiniboia. As to these, I have to state that the measures, as at first adopted and 
subsequently amended, were upon the whole well carried out, there being a consensus of 
opinion among the: whites and others in the Red River Settlement that these restric- 
tions were necessary and, knowing that the Government of that day was without an 
armed force to repress any serious disturbance, it was believed that 1:0 regulation could 
be too stringent which had for its object the prevention of liquor selling to Indians. I 
have said that when Canada obtained in August, 1870, possession of the country, the 
Assiniboia liquor law was temporarily continued and the results were about the same as 
before. The second of the measures which I have mentioned, viz.:—Prohibitive Acts of 
the first Council for the North-west, were speedily put into execution by an armed force, 
the North-west Mounted Police, and the lawlessness, violence, drunkenness and debauchery 
consequent upon the conditions which then obtained in some parts of the North-west were 
immediately repressed, and for the first time since liquor had first reached the Piegans, the 
Bloods, Blackfeet and part of the Crees, their country could be traversed in safety. 
Protection to the extension of mission effort was given and the way made clear for 
treaties with formidable and well armed tribes, who have never since broken their treaty 
stipulations, the Indians receiving for their robes and furs substantial value instead of 
the liquor, which was before the principal article of trade. Without the prohibitions 
then adopted and enforced, it would have been difficult to treat with, and practically 
impossible to govern the tribes which I have mentioned. It aided also the settlement 
of the country ; wealthy parents of dissipated sons saw in it the means of reform and 
prosperity, and money was freely provided to such settlers by tho e interested in their 
welfare, during the period when prohibition obtained, and it was doubtless the salvation 
of many others besides those who came under my own notice. 

Passing on to the prohibitive measure embodied in the Public Works Act; I have 
had ample opportunity in this province during early :ailway construction, of judging of 
its effects, and especially as I had opportunities of comparing the conditions which 
obtained on our railway construction with those upon the Northern Pacific and 
other Minnesota railway lines. On the construction of the Pembina branch of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway and on the eastern section of the Canadian Pacific Railway, 
nearest to Winnipeg, the clauses of the Public Works Act were rigidly enforced, while 
on the construction of the American lines mentioned, robbery, murder, debauchery and 
drunkenness kept pace with the grading and was increased with the track laying of 
these lines. I have no hesitation in stating my belief that railway construction in 
Manitoba has been unmarred by a single crime of a serious nature, and that this is due 
to the fact that in this case prohibition did prohibit. And while I am speaking of 
railroads, I desire to state that I have good reason for believing that the remarkable 
immunity of the Canadian Pacific Railway from collision and wreck is as much due to 
the rule of that Company not to employ in any capacity, where the lives of passengers 
are endangered, any man who is known to drink while on duty, as it is to unsleeping 
watchfulness of that Company on the bridges, culverts and dangerous parts of their 
roadway, and on their motive power. 

In speaking of the practical results of the prohibitive Act which relates to the 
District of Keewatin, I desire to say that I have been materially aided in the attainment 
of these by the commissioned officers of the Hudson Bay Company, by the missionaries 
in the District, by the justice of the peace and by a commissioned officer and five cons- 
tables of the North-west Mounted Police who have undertaken the duty of a water patrol 
on one of the most exposed parts of the district, and that this aid has made prohibition pro- 
hibit ; and the direct results are that in four years no crime has been committed, and no 
greater comparative advance has been made in the work of any mission district anywhere 
in the North-west. I append for your information the form of permit used, two gallons 
to one person for medicinal purposes only being allowed for one year, the application 
for which has to be recommended by a justice of the peace, a missionary, or the head of 
the Indian Department of the Hudson Bay Company here. Exceptions are only made 
in the case of sacramental wine. 

With respect to section 4 of your instructions, I believe the vote cast in favour of 
prohibition at the recent general election in this province to have been the expression of 

21—11** 


162 ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC. 


the matured conviction of our people upon a subject which has been engaging their 

thoughtful attention for many years, and must, I think, be accepted as their final deci- 

sion. In giving it, I think our people are convinced that prohibition is, after all, the 

only radical cure for the evils which local option and the earnest efforts individually, in 

private and in the pulpit as well as banded in societies, which temperance workers have 
made to check or lessen the evils caused by intoxicants. 

The effect of such a measure as has been asked for in the recent plebiscite, would, 
in my opinion, benefit our social condition and our industrial and commercial interests. 
I do not think that the revenues of such rural municipalities as I am familiar with 
‘would be injured by such a law, and while in the case of cities and towns the revenue 
would be decreased to the extent of the amounts collected for licenses, yet I am of the 
opinion that this would be more than counterbalanced by the saving in police, fire and 
other costs of protection to life and property. As to the possibility of enforcing a 
prohibitive law, I am of the opinion that such a law can be enforced, and in fact it 
would be insulting to the well known law abiding spirit of the people of this province to 
suppose that infractions of it would come from within ; and in endeavouring to estimate 
the chances of infraction from without, I have arrived at the conclusion that, considered 
from a geographical point of view, no province of the Dominion is so well situated for 
the enforcement of prohibitive measures. Two-thirds of our frontier on the south borders 
upon a state which has adopted prohibition. On the east we have only one avenue for 
the introduction of liquors, a railway communication (the Canadian Pacific Railway), 
easily controlled ; on the north a prohibitive district and on the west Territories which 
are not likely for years yet, to be a source of danger in this respect. The weak part 
would be that portion of our frontier on the south which joins on the State of Minnesota ; 
yet it will be remembered that a Mounted Police force patrols along the boundary line, 
and even if this were not so, the fact of the condition which pould free liquor from 
Internal Revenue Tax of the United States for transport across the boundary neces- 
sitates, I believe, a certificate of its import, from a Government official. 

There remains only the possibility of infraction of the, law by illicit stills on this 
and on the other side of the line, and the smuggling of liquors on which the United 
States revenue tax has been paid. Our province is too open for the successful secretion 
of such stills on our side, and it must be remembered that the punishment for the owner 
of such still on the United States side is as great as on ours, and the owner would run 
the risk of the infraction of the law of his own country and of this. Finally, regarding 
the smuggling of ordinary liquor from the United States, it must be remembered that 
the price of such is largely in excess of the present prices here, and therefore there would 
be less inducement. And on the other hand, while more profit could be had now in 
smuggling Manitoba liquor into Dakota, I have reason to believe that, though their 
frontier is far removed from. their seat of Government, the measures adopted by them 
have been quite sutlicient to keep Manitoba liquor out. 

In dealing with section No. 5 of your inquiry. I will also include any observations 
I have to make regarding No. 1, and I shall pass by the statistics of imports and con- 
sumption of spirituous liquor, as you will have had these from authoritative official 
sources. I have alluded to the benefit to the Indians accruing from prohibition measures 
in the north and north-west, and I desire to add a few words regarding the Indians of 
Manitoba, viz.: that as long as liquor is sold at all in Manitoba, the Indians of this 
province will get it. Civilized or savage, Christian or heathen, it is all the same ; there 
is that in his Mongolian blood which cannot resist temptation, and nothing will save the 
aboriginal portion of our provincial population but prohibition. These conditions, less 
accentuated, are also present in other portions of our population, and although the 
advent of a larger proportion than formerly of married people with families, and the 
increased energy of temperance -and Church workers has decreased the open use of 
liquors, yet statistics show that there is still a vast provincial expenditure for intoxicating 
drinks ‘which, even if the practice was harmless, is not justified in a new province, which 
possesses no wealthy leisure class, where every one is a worker, and the average of our 
people much younger than in the older provinces. 

Hon. JoHn SCHULTZ. 


Prins i 
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It is often asserted that the use of liquor is necessary with men who have to undergo 
unusual and long-continued fatigue, under circumstances which cause exposure to wet 
and cold, and it has occurred to me to cite in refutal of this assertion, the three military 
expeditions to this country. The first of these was in 1846, when 400 men of the 6th 
Royal Infantry, with a small detachment of the Royal Artillery and Sappers and Miners 
were sent to Red River Settlement by way of York Factory and had to transport over 
the many slippery, and often over rough and miry portages which intervene between 
Lake Winnipeg and the sea, a number of six and three pounder brass guns, mortars, shot 
and shell, and immense quantities of military stores, without any but the usual rations 
being served out. The next—Pensioners of the Royal Canadian Rifles—came over the 
same route in 1868, and more recently the better known expedition of Lord (then 
Colonel) Wolsely with a Canadian and British expeditionary force, which made them- 
selves and their commander famous for the physical obstacles which they overcame, had 
simply a double ration of tea and not one drop of spirituous liquor. The official report 
of the great commander ascribes the health of his men and the speed of the expedition 
partly to that fact. His enforcing prohibition among troops who were doing the 
hardest possible work, and wet for days together, as a means of success in the rapid 
transit of his men and stores to the scene of action and his landing in Manitoba without 
the loss of a man, is refutation from a very high source, of the assertion to which I have 
referred. 

I am, gentlemen, respectfully yours, 


JOHN SCHULTZ. 
WINNIPEG, 27th October, 1892. 


The Commission adjourned, to meet in Brandon. 
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BRANDON, October 29th, 1892. 
The Royal Commission on the Liquor Traffic met here this day, 


PRESENT: 


JuDGE McDona.p. Rev. Dr. McLeop. 


Jupge McDONALD, in opening the proceedings, said that as the Royal Com- 
mission had been read in Winnipeg, the reading might be dispensed with here, and the 
Commissioners would at once proceed to discharge the business, the usual rule being fol- 
lowed of calling officials as the first witnesses. 


JOHN CAMPDEN TODD, Police Magistrate of Brandon, on being duly sworn, 
deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


33182. How long have you lived in Brandon !—About 11 years. 

33183. How long have you been Police Magistrate /—I have been Police Magistrate, 
T think, five years; I have been a Justice of the Peace here eight years. 

33184. Did you come here from one of the other provinces —I came from Ontario, 
originally. I came direct from San Francisco to Brandon. I went from Toronto to 
San Francisco and from San Francisco here. I was formerly of Toronto, Ontario. 

33185. During the time you have been in this country, have you noticed any change 
in the social eustoms of the people in regard to the use of intoxicating liquors? In your 
opinion, is less of such liquors used than. formerly !—I do not think there has been much 
change during that period, at least it has not come to my notice. In early years there 
was a great quantity of liquor drunk promiscuously that is not drunk now. ‘The prac- 
tice in this respect is somewhat different to what it was formerly, but at the some time, 
I think, I am safe in saying that there is about as much liquor being used now as then, 
if not more. 

33186. Do you mean proportionately /—Yes. 

33187. What is your jurisdiction?—My jurisdiction is the Province of Manitoba. 

33188. I mean what is your jurisdiction in regard to the cases that come before 
you ?—I adjudicate on all cases that come up in the police court, every kind of offence, 
such as drunkenness, disorderly conduct, in fact everything. 

33189. Breaches of the city by-laws and ordinances, I suppose /— Yes. 

33190. Do you take preliminary hearing in cases sent for trial to otlier courts ? 
—Yes. 

33191. How do you find Brandon in regard to crime: do you find it to he a well 
conducted place !—Yes, I think it is. I think the people of. Brandon are law-abiding 
citizens. 

33192. Have you many cases of drunkenness before the police court ?— I suppose 
the cases of drunkenness in the police court would average about fifteen per month; I 
do not think more than that number. 

33193. Have you many cases of breaches of the licen e law in the Province !—Yes, 
quite a few of them. 

33194. Of what nature are are they !—Both for pela g after hours and curing pro- 
hibited hours, and selling without a license. 

Joun Camppen Topp. 
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33195, Can you give the Commission any idea of the number of cases of illicit 
sale that woul.! come before you in a year ?—Not from memory. 

33196. Have you no private record that would show the number /—No. 

33197. Do you find in regard to illicit sales that the same parties are before the 
court again and again /—Very frequently. 

33198. Are the same persons before the court frequently for breaches of the license 
law as regards selling during prohibited hours !—Yes. 

33199. Do you also find in cases of parties brought before the court for drunken- 
ness that you have the same individuals before you repeatedly—There are cases of that 
kind, but still not a great many. As arule in our court the majority are new cases. 

33200, Are they residents or people who come into the town on business ?—TI should 
say that one-third were residents and another third composed of the floating population. 
I make it a rule in the police court that when parties come up very frequently to impose 
so severe a punishment that it will prove a lesson to them. 

33201. Do you find it has a good effect !—TI think it has. 

33202. Taking the case of the man who comes up repeatedly, his life is almost a 
a procession from the saloon to the jail and from the jail to the saloon. Is it advisable 
to frequently imprison him, or would it be better to commit him for a longer time to 
some institution where he might possibly reform, or at all events be kept apart from the 
rest of the public?—That is a dithcult question to answer. I do not think that the 
imposition of fines reduces drunkenness, because a man who is addicted to liquor will 
have it no matter what the consequence may be. So far as imprisonment is concerned, 
under our laws I cannot imprison a man when the fine is paid. As a rule the fine is 
paid ; if the party cannot pay it himself, he will have some friend who will pay it for him. 
So as a rule the fine is paid, and I have had very few cases, at all events until quite 
recently, when parties have been imprisoned because their fines have not been paid. 
This summer there has been quite a floating population in the city on account of the 
public works going on, which have been the means of bringing in a great many rough 
characters, and within the last two weeks I have had occasion to commit several parties 
for non-payment of fines. 

33202a. Does your recollection of Toronto go back to the time when the notorious 
character, Harry Henry, whose terms of imprisonment ran up to hundreds, was alive !— 
No, I was only living in Toronto for a few years ; I came originally from the County of 
eel, 

33203. Do you think imprisonment in such cases works any reformation /—No, I 
do not think it does. JI look upon imprisonment in this way: when persons are im- 
prisoned it hardens them ; they become callous and indifferent, and they would as soon 
be sent to jail as not. 

33204. Taking the cases of crime investigated before you and sent to other courts 
for trial, do you find any large percentage are due to the excessive use of intoxicating 
liquors !—I might say that I have found it to be the case. 

33205. From your experience in hearing cases of breach of the license law, can 
you make any suggestions to Her Majesty’s Commissioners which they might report to 
Parliament, that would tend to improve the law ?—The only suggestion that I can 
possibly make, if it can be done, would be pure prohibition. 

33206. I am speaking generally and with special reference to the license law which 
you have in force. Can you suggest any amendment to that law ?—I do not know that 
I can do so. 

33207. Do you think the law in its present form is as perfect a license law as can 
be made?—The license fee could be increased, but it is a question whether that would 
Jessen drinking, in fact, I do not think it would do so, Take, for instance, the period 
during the American rebellion. Whisky was sold on the other side of the line for 25 or 
35 cents a glass and brandy for 50 cents a glass, and yet there was as much liquor drank 
then as there was when liquor sold at 10 cents. If the license fee was increased the sellers 
would have to increase the price of drinks, and I do not think that would lessen the 
use of liquor. : 

33208. Would it diminish the number of licensed places?’—There is a question 
about that, and I doubt whether it would have any effect either way. If a person wants 


166 ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC. 


to drink, he will do so. If he cannot get liquor in an ordinary number of places, and if 
the trade is restricted by high license fees, the effect will be to drive the trade to those 
who paid these high licenses; I question very much if that would reduce drinking. 

33209. Would it not reduce the temptation !—I think not. 

33210. Have you men in your employment who find it difficult to resist the temp- 
tation to drink? Suppose a man travels thirty miles in the country on business and has 
only to pass one tavern, is not the temptation to drink less than if he had to pass five 
taverns /—That might be true if the proposition was to reduce the number to that 
extent. 

33211. The proposition I submitted to you was whether the reduction of the ae 
ber of places would lessen the evils that result from drinking and from the traffic? 
have heard that question argued a great many times, both in this country and in ce 
United States, and it seems to be “the general opinion that people who are in the habit 
of drinking will get liquor, even if they have to go miles to get it. 

33212. From the statement you have made I gather that, in your opinion, prohibi- 
tion is the only measure that would reduce drinking ?—I think so. 

33213. Do you think such a measure could be so effectually worked as to do away 
with intoxicating liquor ’—It might be effectually worked, but it would be hard to do so. 

33214. What difficulties would you apprehend ?—I would apprehend difficulties in 
many ways. In case of prohibition, liquor would be smuggled, and it would reach fami- 
hes that do not have it now. I had a case before me a day or two ago of a party who 
was summoned for selling liquor without license. There was nothing before me to show 
that he had done so. He sold liquor of some kind that he claimed was a native wine, 
but I do not think there was any doubt that the native wine was adulterated or mixed 
with other liquor, although there was nothing before the court to show it. During the 
examination of the party, I found that there was a room in his building where there 
were glasses on the table and bottles of gin. Tom, Dick and Harry could go there and 
drink what they pleased. That appeared before me in evidence. 

33215, Was that within the city —No ; it was in a rural district. Of course there 
was nothing to show that the proprietor or owner of the building was connected with it. 
The suggestion was made that it was brought in by some outside party, that he was 
treating the “boys” in that way. That is one example of smuggling, and as I have 
said before, in the case of a prohibitory law being passed, there is no question at all but 
that it would increase the desire for that kind of thing. 

33216. Have you had any experience of a prohibitory country !—No. 

33217. Have you considered this question, whether in case of the enactment of a 
prohibitory law and the smuggling of liquor, there would be temptation to substitute 
adulterated compounds, which are cheap and fiery !—No, I do not think so. I think 
that pure liquor and comparatively pure liquor is brought in and adulterated after it: 
reaches the country, adulterated in the country itself, for that is where I believe the 
adulteration takes place. 

33218. A suggestion has been made to the Commission, that owing to the seizure 
of whisky that occasionally takes place, dealers will run no risk, and therefore buy 
cheap compounds, so that in case of seizure their losses are not so great ?—I do not 
think so. At all events, that is a new idea to me, and I never heard of it before. 

33219. You think the adulteration takes place in the country ?—I think so 
beyond question. 

33220, Have you had any experience as to the mode of adulterating liquors 1—No. 

e922. Has any evidence been submitted before you in any case 1_No. 

222. In case of the enforcement of a prohibitory law, would you favour the 
bratine of compensation to brewers and distillers for their plant 1—If those men went 
to large expense and the law Be rected them in carrying on their business as it seems to 
have done, it would hardly be réasonable, right or proper to cut away their return and 
earnings without making recompense in some way. They have gone to a very large 
expense for their plant, and paid money for being allowed the privilege of carrying on 
their trade, and they have thus complied with the law, and it seems to me they should be 
recompensed i in some way for their returns, which would be taken away from them. 
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33223. You spoke of having lived in San Francisco. What system of dealing with 
the liquor traffic was in force there !—Drink was sold in every place and every where. 

33224, Was there a license system in force 1—Yes, high license. At Minneapolis 
and St. Paul the licensees pay from $1,000 to $1,500 per license. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


33225. How many licensed places are there in Brandon t—I think there are eight 
now, 

33226. Have you reason to believe that there are many illicit places ?—I do not 
think there are any. They are looked after pretty sharply. 


By Judge McDonald : 


33227. Then the illicit sale of which you have spoken occurred outside of the city ? 
—Outside of the city entirely. The question may come up further on, but I might 
explain here that illicit sale that takes place—I mean selling without a license—takes 
place, as a rule, in houses of ill-fame. 


By kev. Dr. McLeod: 


33228. Are there many houses of ill-fame in Brandon !—Three, perhaps four. 

33229. Do you find they sell rum ?—There is no question about it. 

33230. Have you found that there is much illicit sale by licensees: do they have 
sale after hours and on Sundays ’—Yes, a good deal. It is a very difficult thing, I find, 
to convict them for that offence. 

33231. What is the difficulty? The difficulty is simply this, that the witnesses or 
a great many of them, belong to a class of people who want to shield the hotel-keepers 
as much as possible, and for that reason it is very difficult to get correct answers from 
them. To questions as to whether they were in that house on such and such a day at a 
certain time, they are very apt to reply that they do not know, and that they cannot 
remember. 

33232. These witnesses have remarkable lapses of memory, I suppose ’—They have. 

33233. Do you find in other cases which come before you that the witnesses have 
more or less personal interest in the results of the case and their memories are similarily 
affected 1—No. 

33234. Then those bad memories seem to be peculiar to liquor cases !—I have never 
had any trouble about getting answers from witnesses except in such cases. 

33235. Do you think the liquor traftic is responsible for that condition of memory ? 
—I do. 

33236. Are there many cases before you of sale after hours?—They would not 
average more than one a month. 

33237. Might there not be more cases if they were not so difficult to prove !—Yes, 

33238. Do you think that kind of sale is quite general !—I do. 

33239. Is it your observation, then, that the licensees to any extent make efforts to 
observe the prohibitory provisions of the license law, that is to observe the provisions 
which say that they shall not sell after certain hours and on Sunday ?—I think so. I 
think the cases of selling after hours are more particulary in regard to friends and 
regular customers, who want drink, and rather than offend them, they will give them 
liquor. I think that is where the trouble arises. I do not think that the hotel-keepers 
and the licensees have any desire to break the law, but at the same time they do not 
wish to offend their customers. 

33240. In addition to the cases of drunkenness which come before you, are there 
many cases for other offences tried before your court for petty thefts, disorderly conduct 
and so forth /—A great many. 

33241. Do you find any proportion of the petty thefts and disorderly conduct cases 
or of vagrancy are attributable to the drink trade and to the drink habit !—Yes, [ 
think so. : 

33242. Is it a large proportion or a small one ?—TI should say perhaps one-half. 

33243. Have you many juvenile cases coming before you !—Very few cases indeed. 

33244. Then the boys are pretty well behaved here !— Yes. 
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33245. Have you observed whether the drink trade or its establishment affects 
other businesses, and if so, whether it affects them injuriously or beneficially /—It is a 
very difficult question to answer. In some cases it would help and in other cases it 
would not. 

33246. Help in what way ?—What I mean to say is this, that it will help certain 
business men and certain classes of trade. I have noticed that parties who are addicted 
more or less to drinking go and do their trading or a good deal of it with shop-keepers 
who are of the same class as themselves. 

33247. You mean drinking men ?—Yes; I have noticed that in many instances. 

33248. Taking business as a whole, do you think the business of the community is 
affected beneficially by the existence of the drink trade in the community ?—I do not 
think so. 

33249. There are eight licensed places in Brandon, which perhaps will gather in 
during the year at a low estimate $75,000 !—_I presume so. 

33250. How many people are there in Brandon ?—5,000, I think now. 

33251. Do you believe that it would be beneficial to the community if this $75,000, 
instead of going into the bar-rooms, were distributed in other channels of trade !—I think 
the money w ould do very much more good. 

33252. I believe there was a plebiscite recently in this province on the prohibition 
question. Do you remember whether Brandon voted strongly one way or the other on 
that question ?—It did. I think, if I remember correctly, about two-thirds of its vote was 
for prohibition. 

33253. Do you understand that, according to the opinion of the people of Brandon, 
it would be a good thing to have a prohibitory law ?—I think so. 

33254. I think you have already said that there would be difticulties attending the 
enforcement of a general prohibitory law. Do you believe, in spite of those difficulties, 
such a law would be possible of enforcement !-—No ; I do not think that any prohibitory 
law can be enforced, that is, so as to be able to keep liquor entirely out. I do not believe 
that it is possible to doit. 

33254a, Do you think that if prohibition failed to keep liquor out entirely, it would 
be a useless measure ; or do you think that if it kept it out in a large degree, it would 
be a benefit ?—There is no question in my mind but that if the liquor traffic was pro- 
hibited or liquor was kept out, it would be a great benefit to a great many people. 

33255, There is not a law I believe—or if there is you will state it perhaps—which 
is absolutely enforced. Every law with which you have to deal in your court is violated 
more or less, I suppose !—Certainly. 

33256. Yet you believe those laws to be good, and enforce them so far as you are 
able to enforce them, and with effect ?—Yes. 

33257. Would the same thing be true of a prohibitory law, if it were enforced in a 
good degree !—I think it would. 

33258. You regard the vote of the people on the plebiscite, taking the whole 
province, as expressing the desire of the people to have a prohibitory law ’—Yes. 

33259. Task you this question because some witnesses have intimated that the 
people did not mean that at all ?—I will explain. TI noticed at the time the question 
was before the people that it was not placed before them or explained to them as expli- 
citly as it might have been. It seemed to be an off-shoot of something that came in last 
or at the tail end, or as something not worthy of much notice. I had oceasion to observe 
that. If the question had been properly explained to the people, I think the vote 
would have been a different one to what it was at the last general election here. 

33260. Would it have been against prohibition ?—That is the question. I happened 
to be in one of the voting places at the time of the plebiscites for a couple of hours, and 
T noticed that the prohibition question came up at the very last moment. The voters 
had cast their ballots for members of the Legislature and this was taken up as a side issue, 
I noticed a great many people said. “Oh, I do not care about it ;’ and started out. 
There did not seem to be the time and consideration given to it that should have been 
given. I observed that. 

33261. Do you think that if the people had given more attention to it, they would 
have voted the other way ?—The question was asked individuals if they did not want to 
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vote, and the answer was frequently given that they did not want to have anything to 
do with it. Then the men would start out. Of course, that man’s vote counted for 
nothing ; of course it was neither for nor’ against. 

33262. He did not vote ?—He would have voted against prohibition, and I noticed 
a great many people would have done so. 

33263. Do you mean that many of the people who voted for it would have voted 
against it /—No. 

33264. So the vote for it would not have been diminished, but the vote against it 
would have increased /—Yes, quite so. 


By Judge McDonald : 


33265. You have spoken of the effect of other laws administered in your court by 
you being well observed ?— Yes. 

33266. Do you find in regard to the enforcement of all other laws there is a 
difference of opinion in the community from that which prevails in regard to this 
matter? Do you not find that this is a question different from all other questions !— 
There isno doubt whatever about that. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


33267. Do you think this is in any degree because the liquor traftic, instead of 
being prohibited, has been promoted and authorized, and therefore people have not the 
same thought and feeling about it? For instance do you think that if the trade had 
been prohibited for so many years as the offences have been prohibited to which you 
have referred, the people would have had the same feeling about the trade now as they 
have in regard to those other matters !—This being a new question sprung on the people 
here and this being a new country, it appears to me, that it is difficult to answer that 
question. 


JAMES KIRCALDY, of Brandon, Chief of Police, on being duly sworn, deposed 
as follows :— 


by Judge McDonald : 


33268. How long have you resided in Brandon /—Fourteen months. 

33269. Where did you reside before you came here ?—I had no particular place of 
residence. I came here from the old country. I was in the army and was moved from 
one place to another. 

33270. How long have you been Chief of Police ?—Since April, seven months. 

33271. How do you find Brandon : is it an orderly and well conducted city /—It is 
a very law-abiding place, as far as I have found it ; compared with the places where I 
have been—exceedingly so. 

33272. Taking the cases which you have to deal with, do you find any large pro- 
portion are attributable to drunkenness?—From January Ist, I have had before the 
Police Court 54 cases for drunkenness. 

33273. Do you know how many other cases have been before the court !—There 
have been from January Ist to the present date, 147 cases before the Police Magistrate. 

33274. Of the balance of the cases over the 54 for drunkenness, was any proportion 
to be attributed to drunkenness /—Looking over my rough record book I calculate that 
about 31 other cases are so attributable. 

33275. Have you any duties to discharge in connection with the enforcement of 
the license law ?—Yes, but that part of the work is more looked after by the License 
Inspector. 

33276. I notice by the statute-book that you can take certain cases !—Yes. 
33277. But you say that the work is principally done by an Inspector !—Yes. 
33278. What is his name ?—James R. Foster. 
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33279. Have you lived in a country where a prohibitory law has been in force ! 
—No. 

33280. Travelling about as a British soldier, you have visited a number of places all 
over the world !—Unfortunately, during eight years’ service, I never left the United 
Kingdom, and I was only in England, Scotland and Ireland. 

33281. Then you came direct from the old country to Manitoba /—Yes. 

33282. Taking your experience of the old country, did you find that intemperance 
was diminishing there or increasing /—So far as I could judge, there did not seem to be 
any difference,but it was just about the same. Ofcourse, I have never been at any place 
in the Dominion except Brandon, but I have found that drunkenness is less here than it 
was in the old country. 

33283. Have you any suggestions you could offer, from your experience, as to 
amendments to the license law ?—I do not think it would be advisable to increase the 
license fees. 

33284. Or limit the number of places?—I do not know that that would produce 
benefit either ; it might in the rural districts but not in the city, because if the houses 
were limited the people would get liquor in some other way. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


33285. Have you found difficulty with illicit sellers here ?—I have never had a 
case ; the Inspector lays for them pretty well. 


JOHN McDIARMID, M.D., Mayor of Brandon, on being duly sworn, deposed as: 
follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


33286. How long have you resided in Brandon /— About ten years and a half. 

33287. Did you come here from one of the other provinces /—I came here from 
Ontario. . 

33288. What part of Ontario!—From Elgin County. 

33289. How long have you been Mayor of the city of Brandon ?—Only during the 
present year. 

33290. During your residence here, have you noticed any change in the social cus- 
toms of the people as regards the use of intoxicating drink !—We have had more 
drunkenness this year, because our public works are going on, and there are more people 
in the city, a greater number of labouring men. 

33291. Take the city as a whole, is it quiet and orderly?—It has been a very 
orderly city during my stay here. 

33292. Will it compare favourably with cities in Ontario of the same size with 
which you are acquainted !—I think it is quite as orderly. 

33293. Have you ever lived in a country or a city where prohibition was in force? 
—No, I have not. 

~ 33294. Have you been brought into contact with the administration of the license 
law !—No. 

33295. Then you are not in a position to suggest any amendments to the law as it 
is at present /—No, I am not, unless we had high license. 

33296. Have you any reason to believe that adulterated liquors are sold here: 
have you any knowledge of that fact /—No. 

33297. Have you considered the question of prohibition?—I have considered it to 
some extent. 

33298-99. What is your opinion in regard to it, formed upon your experience as a 
physician, as a public man and as a citizen !—It might be a good thing if it could be 
successfully carried out, but I have great doubts about the practicability of the scheme. 

JAMES KIrRCALDY. 
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33300. Why do you apprehend difficulties in carrying it out ?—It is very difficult 
to legislate people into the right way of living. Although we shut them up from 
getting liquor from one source of supply, they will, if they are so disposed, get it some- 
where else. 

33301. Supposing such a law were enacted, would you favour the granting of 
compensation to brewers and distillers for loss of plant ?—I think they should be 
compensated to a certain extent. 

33302. Speaking as a physician, have you found the effect of the use of liquor has 
been injurious ?—I think in many instances it has been. 

33303. Have you in any case found the use of liquor beneficial ?—It is a matter of 
considerable doubt in my mind as to whether I ever saved a patient by it or not. I have 
never been quite sure that I have done so. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


33304. I think I understood you to say that there might be some benefit from 
high license 1—I think. so, because it might in this way get better men to conduct the 
business. 

33305. Have you noticed what the effect of the business has been on men engaged 
in it /—Most of them have become intemperate ; of course, some have not. 

33306. Do you think that if high license and a limited number of places prevailed, 
the sale of liquor would be less !—Possibly a little less, but [do not think materially so. 

33307. Would the prices of liquor be raised in order to pay the high license fee ? 
—That would be very apt to follow. 

33308. You have said that you do not think prohibition would be practicable /—Yes. 

33309. What would be the difficulties, other than the one you have mentioned, that 
it would be very difficult to legislate people into right living !/—That is the main thing. 
I think there would be considerable crime committed in trying to evade the law ; [ 
think it would perhaps lead to crime in that direction. 

33310. Do you think the crime committed in attempting to evade the law would 
be greater than crime that is supposed to result from drink /—I am not in a position to 
be able to speak on that question. 

33311. That would be supposition, I suppose, as we have not yet had an opportunity 
of judging !— Yes. 

33312. Having made the statement that it is difficult to legislate men into right 
living, I ask you this question: if a man will do wrong, do you think it is well and 
right to provide facilities for that wrong doing ?—No ; I would not favour any encourage- 
ment to do wrong. 

33313. Do you think that if a prohibitory law were fairly well enforced, it would 
be productive of good results ?—I think certain good would result. 

33314. Take Brandon, for instance. At the recent vote, I understand from the 
Police Magistrate, that Brandon expressed a desire for prohibition ; do you think that 
expressed the feeling of all the people or only a part—I mean throughout the whole 
province also?—Yes; I think there is a general desire. 

33315. If prohibition were enacted in Manitoba, do you think it could be well 
enforced ?—In the face of the vote, it could be. 


By Judge McDonald : 


33316. Have you considered the desirability of encouraging the use of light wines 
and ales and trying to do away with the heavier liquors /—No. 

33317. Do you not think that this question of the liquor traffic is different from all 
others in the public mind !—It is a difficult question. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


33318. Do you as a professional man, coming into contact with the people, find 
that the feeling has been growing that the liquor trade is a matter for legislation 1] 
think the feeling is becoming more pronounced in that direction. —_ 

33319. Speaking about giving compensation to brewers and distillers or others who 
have invested money in the business: do you think they should all be compensated ? 
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Have you considered that compensation might go further and include persons who are 
supported by the liquor trade ?—I have not considered that matter, but a question might 
arise there. 

33320. Do not distillers and brewers and licensed vendors and hotel-keepers carry 
on their respective businesses from year to year under authority given them by licenses, 
which expire at the end of each year, when their authority ends; and do not these 
persons take the same risk with other business men, and would you give them considera- 
tion which you do not give to other business men ?—I presume that although the 
licenses do expire in that way, the individual expects that, so léng as he conducts the 
business properly, the license will be continued. 

33321. Still he is a legalized distiller or brewer only from year to year while he 
hold the license ’—There is no question of that. 

33322. By the tariff changes that take place frequently, certain branches of trade 
are affected and some are practically destroyed ; is it the duty of the Government in 
such cases to make compensation ?—No, I think not. 

33323. Should this case be treated differently then !—Of course, the liquor traffic 
is also affected by those changes. There has been a steady increase in the duties on 
certain classes of liquors. 

33324, Would you leave the matter of compensation to the people /—Yes. 


By Judge McDonald : 


33325. Do you think it is a safe course to leave questions that require great con- 
sideration to'a popular vote, with the expense attending it /—As a rule those questions 
are not so readily studied by a large body as by a small number of persons, who can give 
better judgment. 

33326, Speaking of granting compensation to those engaged in the traffic: Did 
you ever hear of any public movement to make such compensation ?—I do not know 
of any. 

33327. Is it not a question that will have to be dealt with at the present time and 
a thing that runs side by side with proposals for prohibition !— Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod - 


33328. It is contended that those who are connected with the liquor traftic should 
be compensated. Have you ever thought that the people who have suffered by the 
trade, and who are now suffering, should be compensated !—No. 

33329, I suppose the claims would be like the Alabama case, there would be no 
limit 1—Yes. 


GORDON BELL, M.D., of Brandon, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


33330. What official position do you hold ?—I am Medical Superintendent of the 
Manitoba Reformatory. 

33331. How long have you resided in Manitoba !—Five years. 

33332. Did you come here from one of the other provinces /—From Ontario. 

33333, Which part /—From the County of Renfrew 

33334. How long have you been Superintendent of the Asylum ?—Since June last. 

33335. And Superintendent of the Reformatory ’—Since the same date, 22nd June. 

33336. We were told in Winnipeg that the Reformatory had no inmates /—There 
is one boy there. 

33337. How many would the institution accommodate ?—It is the same building as 
the asylum and there are 34 inmates in the asylum. 

33338. Have you had any admissions in during the last few months ?—Yes. 
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33339. I noticed from the returns made, I think to the Government, at Winnipeg 
from May Ist, 1891, to June Ist, 1892, that the total number of patients under treatment 
in the asylum was 47 !—Yes, and of those 24 were males and 23 females. 

33340. And only one of those had been driven there by lunacy caused by drink ?— 
Yes, only one. i 

33341. Is that a true statement of the facts ?—There is another case of insanity, 
not caused by drink ; but the patient will obtain liquor and become violent. He cannot 
be allowed at large on that account. 

33342, Are you able to state whether as regards any of the other patients who are in 
the asylum, the use of alcoholic liquors has been at all the predisposing cause ?—I_ think 
it is so in many cases. 

33343. Can you tell the Commission in how many ?—No; of course it is hard to 
get information on such points. 

33344. So you really cannot furnish it /—No ; although liquor may have been the 
cause in a great many. 

33345. Can you always rely on the statements you receive —No ; we cannot. 

33346. Do you not find always that drink is given as the cause ?—No ; I have never 
found that. \ 

33347. Might not families be desirous of getting rid of the idea that there is 
insanity in the family and make drink the direct cause !—You would fancy it would be 
so, but I have not found it so. 

33348. Have you had any experience in a prohibitory country /—I have had 
experience where the Scott Act was in force. 

33349. Was it in force in Renfrew when you were there /— Yes. 

33350. How did it work?—We found it very difficult to enforce, but certainly 
there was a great improvement in the morality of the community. 

33351. Why, then, did the people repeal it !—There was some difliculty about 
getting a supply after the enforcement of the Act; the people did not seem to be really 
in sympathy with it after voting for it. 

33352. You think that the people who voted for it left it take care of itself !—Yes. 

33353. Do you think it was dissatisfaction caused by its working that led to its 
repeal !—The reason advanced by its opponents was, that it had a prejudicial effect on 
the trade of the town. Pembroke and the lumbering country and the lumber men 
instead of spending their earnings in Renfrew went into Ottawa County, where they 
could purchase liquor. 

33354. There was difficulty in ‘enforcing the Act’—Yes, owing to liquor being 
brought in from the Province of Quebec, just across the river. 

33355. Was that liquor pure or adulterated /—I have heard of its being adulterated, 
but I have no facts in connection with it. 

33356. Was there an impression that a great deal of liquor was used there /—Yes, 
J have heard so. 

33357. Have you yourself considered the question of prohibition and its practica- 
bility /—I think it would be a good thing. 

33358. Are you favourable to general prohibition !— Yes. 

33359. In case a general prohibitory law were enacted, would you favour the grant- 
ing of compensation to brewers and distillers for the loss of their plant !—I think not ; 
they should take the same risk as men engaged in other industries. 

33360. Have you thought of the matter in this light: that other industries may 
be affected by legislation indirectly, but this is exceptional, that it would be direct legis- 
lation, prohibiting those men from carrying on their business /—I never thought of that. 

33361. Supposing a man engaged in any of the other trades that are affected by 
tariff legislation, and instead of the legislation being modified so as to adapt itself to the 
interests of the revenue, he was directly legislated against, and a direct law was passed 
that his business should be stopped, would he not have a right to say to the Dominion 
Parliament, “Pay me for my plant?” It is understood that brewers and distillers are 
required by law to have certain plant in connection with their business in order to fulfil 
the requirements of the law, and that certain machinery shall be used ?—The trade has 
never been encouraged by law, but it has been tolerated. 
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33362. But you have never considered this question ?—No. 
By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


33363. From your study of mental diseases, have you come to a definite opinion as 
to how far heredity is responsible for insanity ?—It is very largely due to that, of 
course. 

33364. Have you been able to determine whether alcoholism is largely a predispos- 
ing cause ?—It is supposed to be by authorities ; of course, it is difficult to define. 

33365. It would appear from such classification as it is possible to make in an 
insane asylum as to causes set forth in the classification of cases, that a large propor- 
tion are due directly to alcoholism ?—I think the proportion of such cases will always 
be more than the average. 

33366. This Commission has already obtained the evidence of Dr. Steeves, Medical 
Superintendent of the New Brunswick Asylum, and of Dr. Reid, Superintendent of the 
Dartmouth Asylum near Halifax, who stated that if it were possible to trace the causes 
accurately, alcoholism would be responsible for a considerable proportion of the insane 
cases cared for in these institutions. Would that be the result of your investigations on 
this subject /—My experience has been rather limited, but from my reading I have 
seen as high as thirty per cent of the cases assigned to that cause. From my own experi- 
ence the percentage would be very much smaller, I should judge three per cent. 

33367. Could you determine that ?—I could not determine that, but I think about 
that proportion of cases were caused by alcoholism. 

33368. How long have you been a practising physician ?—I have been in practice 
since June last, and I was Acting Surgeon three months in the Manitoba Penitentiary. 

33369. From your practice and your study, do you regard total abstinence as com- 
patible with the best health !—I do. 

33370. Do you think habitual moderate drinking as harmful or useful /—It may 
not be harmful, but it is useless. 

33371. Other things being equal, do you think the total abstainer has any better 
expectation of life than a habitual drinker ?—I think so. 


By Judge McDonald : 


33372. What do you mean by a habitual drinker ?—If you drink a very small 
quantity of alcohol I do net think it will hurt you, but I think it is harmful when a 
man takes two or three drinks a day. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


33373. This term “drink habit” is a somewhat elastic one in men’s minds, and 
there is scarcely any man will admit that he is an excessive drinker. When I speak of 
the drink habit or of the habitual use, I mean the use of alcohol every day, more or less, 
but not to drunkenness—I refer to those who take an “eye opener” in the morning, 
and take liquor at dinner and as a “night cap.” Do you think in case of sickness a 
total abstainer has any better chance of recovering than the man of whom I have spoken ? 
—I think so, I am pretty certain of it. 

33373a. You have expressed yourself as opposed to granting compensation to brewers 
and distillers, do you know of any business of the same character which, in your opinion, 
would seem to have less claim for compensation than the business that is carried on by 
distillers and brewers !—No. 


Gorpon BELL. 
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FRED. H. HESSON, of Brandon, Collector of Customs, on being duly sworn, 
deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald: 


33374. How long have you resided in Brandon ?—Ten years. 

33375. How long have you been Collector of Customs /—Nine years. 

33376. I believe you resided in Ontario before you came here ?—Yes. 

33377. In which county ?—I lived at Stratford, in the County of Perth. 

33378. That town has never been under a prohibitory law, I believe ?—No. 

33379, Have you ever lived in a country under prohibitive enactment ?—In 1882, 
this portion of Manitoba was then a portion of the North-west Territories, and Brandon 
was under a prohibitory law. 

33380. Was the law enforced here ’—No, it was not. 

33381. Could liquor be obtained then ?— Yes. 

33382. After prohibition was enacted /—Yes, in spite of it. 

33383. Do you know what was the character of the liquor, whether it was pure or 
adulterated, or were both kinds to be found here ?—I really could not say; I think if 
there was good liquor here, it would be very expensive. 

33384, During your residence in Brandon have you found it a well-conducted town 
with orderly people /—Yes, very orderly. 

33385. And also sober /—Yes. 

33386. As Collector of Customs, have you much liquor brought in from other 
places /—Yes ; there is considerable liquor brought in from the old country and from 
Europe. 

33387. Is it consigned here direct from Europe ?— Yes. 

33388. Have you the figures showing the importations !—I am unable to give any 
figures. 

33389. Your books would show, I suppose ?—It was difficult to get at them. If 
you had the figures for Winnipeg, they would include my figures here. 

33390. Would the Blue Books at Ottawa show them ?—Yes. 

33391. Is this a sub-oftice of Winnipeg /—Yes. 

33392. Do you consider that a general prohibitory law could be enforced /—I am 
afraid I have not given the subject very much consideration. 

33393. Do you think a prohibitory law could be enforced?—From the experience 
we have had, it would seem that it could not be enforced. 

33394. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, do you think it would 
be right and just to compensate brewers and distillers for loss of plant !—I do. 

33395. Have you noticed since the coming into force of the license law whether it 
seems to be fairly carried out ?—I think it has been fairly carried out here ; more so, in 
fact, than in a great many other places in which I have lived. The state of affairs is 
even better than in places where I have visited that had the Dunkin Act and other 
such Acts in force. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


33396. You have stated that when prohibition was in operation in this part of 
Manitoba it was ineffectual, from your own observation ?—I do not think there was 
any particular effort made to enforce it at that time. 

33397. How many years have elapsed since this portion of the country was a por- 
tion of the North-west Territories /—It was so in 1884. 

33398. Then it became part of this province ?—Yes. I think the people here were 
for two years without a licensed house. 

33399. It was under the North-west prohibitory law !—-Yes. 

33400. Did you notice that the permit system had any effect here!—The permit 
system was not in use here at all; the people simply brought in liquor, and it was sold 
here. 

33401. Was that during the construction days ?—No ; it was during 1882 and 1883, 
and it was done almost openly. 
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33402. Was there no supervision by the Mounted Police !—They were not here. 

33403. So the trade went on almost without check ?—Yes. I think the result was. 
that there was more drinking than under the license system. 

33404. Has there been an increase of importations of liquor to Brandon in greater 
ratio than the increase of population ?!—I am not able to say. The importations have 
increased, but that is only owing to some of the liquor dealers importing their liquor, 
instead of buying it here. 


By Judge McDonald : 


33405. Did you say that sore liquor dealers here imported direct !—There is but. 


one liquor dealer here who is a direct importer. 
By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


33406. But you are not able to say whether there has been an increase in the 
quantity or not !—No. 


A. M. PETERSON, of Brandon, Lawyer, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald : 


33407. How long have you resided in Brandon ?—Ten years. 

33408. Did you come here from Ontario !—Yes, I previously lived in Belleville, in 
Hastings County. 

33409. Do you hold any official position ?—I am Crown Officer for the Western 
Judicial District. 

33410. How long have you been practising law !—Ten years. 

33411. How long have you been Crown Officer ?—Between three and four years. 

33412. Is there much crime in the district /—No. 

33413. Referring to the crime that exists, Judging from your experience, is any 
portion to be attributed to intemperance ’—Yes. 

33414. A large proportion /—Yes. 

33415. What proportion !/-—I do not know that I could give the proportion, but I 
should say a considerable proportion. 

33416. Have you made it a matter of study /—No. 

33417. You could not make a definite estimate, I suppose !—No. 

33418. Taking your experience, do you find that men charged with crime are apt 
to put forward drunkenness as an excuse to influence the Judge to give a light sentence ? 
—I have never known a single case of that kind--not where I had reason to suppose 
that the party was putting that forward as an excuse. 

33419. Then you have heard that statement put forward, but you believed that it 
was true ?—Yes. 

33420. Have you observed the working of the license law !—Yes, somewhat; I 
have conducted proceedings here. 

33421. Do you mean prosecutions against licensees charged with breaking the law ? 
—Yes. 

33422. Were any of them prosecutions for selling on Sunday ?— Yes. 

33423, Also for selling liquor after hours on week days !—Yes. 

33424. And for any other violations’—Some were charged with selling without 
license. ; 

33425. Have you had any case of selling to minors, or anything of that kind ?— 
Nothing of that kind has occurred under my observation. 

33426. Have there been many charged with selling on Sunday and after hours ?— 
Yes. 

33427. And then there was the other class of people, selling without license ’—Yes. 

Frep H. Hesson. 
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33428. Have there been many ¢ cases of the latter kind!—There have not been many 
cases considering the area of the district, in fact, I think there have been very few 
violations taking place. 

33429. Have you considered the question of the enactment of a general prohibitory 
law /—To some extent. 

33430. Are you favourable to prohibition /—I am. 

33431. Do you think a prohibitory law for the whole country could be enforced ?— 
Yes; I do not see why it could not be enforced. 

33432. You do not think there would be difficulty in enforcing such a law ’—There 
are difficulties in enforcing any law. 

33433. Do you find there is any difference in the view taken by the public of this 
law and other laws /—Yes, I think there is more difficulty in enforcing a liquor law than 
any law I know of. 

33434. Is that due to the fact that public sentiment is not in favour of its enforce- 
ment !— Not exactly. 

33435. Can you not get a greater body of public sentiment in favour of the enforce- 
ment of other laws !—I do not know. 

33436. The difficulty is that men subpenaed to give evidence of violation of liquor 
laws seem more inclined to shield themselves, and do ae wish to appear in liquor cases. 
Have you not found it so?——Yes. 

33437. Do you find that their memories are very defective /— Yes. 

33438. In considering the question of effective enforcement of prohibition, have 
you taken into account the state of public opinion in all the provinces ?—I have never 
lived in any-other province in Canada except in Manitoba and Ontario. Ido not wish 
to set one man above another, but I do not see why the law could not be enforced in 
that regard as in anything else. TI believe, if the Police Magistrates and the J udges were 
favourable to prohibition ‘and to the enforcement of a gener ‘al prohibitory law, it would 
be as well enforced as any law against theft or any other crime. 

33439. Do you think the weight of public sentiment in regard to that law would 
be the same as in regard to a law respecting theft Perhaps not just the same, but 
when there is such a preponder ance of opinion in favour of such a law in these provinces, 
you do not want to wait for more or less, or you would never obtain such a law. 

33440. But take the case of the provinces in which the preponderance of opinion is 
the other way ?—I would hope to enforce such a law there. 

33441. Then I understand you to say that if you could get public sentiment in 
favour of such a law, you w ould énforce it ; and if not, you auld hope to do so ?—Yes. 

33442. Have you reason to believe that the men in the liquor trade here sell impure 
and adulterated liquor /—I do not know. 

33443, Have you considered the question of granting compensation to brewers and 
distillers for loss of plant in case of the enactment of a general prohibitory Jaw ?—I do 
not think they deserve any compensation. 

33443a. But for loss of plant, if for nothing else /—No ; they have seen fit to invest 
their money in a business which has made large returns, and if a prohibitory law was 
enforced against them, I consider they would have nothing of which to complain. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


33444, Speaking about the unwillingness of witnesses to testify and the extra- 
ordinary lapses of memory in cases of violation of the liquor laws, have you thought 
whether the unwillingness on the part of those witnesses arises from the fact that they 
have been in most cases parties to the crime !—It is possible. 

33444a. Is it a fact that in most cases the witnesses in liquor prosecutions are 
necessarily persons who were parties to the violation or attempted violation of the law 1 


33445. Do you think that fact would make them unwilling to testify Sometimes 
it would and sometimes it would not. 

33446. In regard to the different state of opinion that is said to prevail in a com- 
munity in regard to the enforcement of laws: does that arise because the laws against 


the liquor trade are comparatively new +—I do not think so. 
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33447. While the laws against other offences date from time immemorial ?—I do not 
think there is any force in that idea, for the liquor laws have been in force a long time. 

33448. Is there a strong public sentiment in favour of the enforcement of the liquor 
laws /—Yes, there is. 

33449. Are any of the witnesses interested in the trade as patrons of the house ?— 
Yes ; in one way or another they are interested, and they are prejudiced in regard to 
the trade. 

33450. Taking the recent plebiscite ; do you understand from that vote that the 
people of Manitoba really desire prohibition ?—I do not see what other view can .be 
taken of it. 

33451. We had evidence at Winnipeg that the people voted for fun /—I have never 
heard people speak of it in that way. 

33452. Do you think it is an honest expression of the people’s opinion !—I heard 
plenty of men who have expressed themselves favourable to prohibition declare they 
would vote against it at the plebiscite, and I may state that lots of men who voted 
against prohibition would have voted for it if they had believed that the time was ripe 
for the enactment and enforcement of such a law. I think the people gave consideration 
to the matter and voted as they thought best. I do not believe that those who voted 
for prohibition believed that it would be a bad measure, but I believe those who voted 
against prohibition believed that such a law would be a good thing, but that the time 
was not ripe to attempt its enforcement. 

33453. So the vote in favour of prohibition is not the expression of all the people 
favourable to it?—I am not prepared to say that the people of Manitoba are fools, and 
I believe they expressed their honest sentiments. 


WILLIAM A. MACDONALD, M.P.P., of Brandon, Barrister, on being duly 
sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


33454. How long have you resided in Manitoba !—-Over ten years. 

33455. Have you re sided all that time in Brandon ?—Yes, with the exception of a 
few months in Winnipeg: 

33456. Did you come here from one of the other provinces ?—I came here from 
Ontario, from Lincoln County. 

33457. Do you hold any official position here /—I have the honour to be the local 
Member. 

33458. How long have you held that position ?—Since the last general election, on 
23rd July last. 

33459. How do you find this community compare with others in which you have 
lived : do you find it to be an orderly and law-abiding one ?—Yes, very orderly. 

33460. Do you find it compares favourably with other communities in Ontario?—Yes, 
beyond question ; and we pride ourselves on that fact. 

33461. So far as you have observed, do the people engaged in the liquor traffic and 
who hold licenses appear to live up to the law ?—They live up to it as well as the 
licensees in other places. 

33462. A witness here to-day, | think the Police Magistrate, told the Commission 
that he did not believe there was a desire on the part of men engaged in the traffic to 
break the law, but that guests and friends come in at all hours wanting drinks, at hours 
not within the terms of their licenses /—From my observation that statement is no doubt 
correct ; Neo come in at wrong hours and expect drink as part of their rights. 

33463. Judging from your experiences of the working of the license law, are there 
any ame ndments you could suggest /—We find the law has been amended from time to 
time ; but is there any amendment that in your view would make it more effective. 

A. M. Prererson. 
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Suggestions have been made to the Commission in favour of high license and limitation 
of the number of licenses issued. What is your opinion on those points 1—I consider that 
we have high license here. 

33464. We have been told that there are eight licenses issued here: is that number 
sufficient /—Yes. 

33465. Do you consider that to be a reasonable number ?—Yes. 

33466. Do you know what the license fee is?—I would not like to state with 
certainty, but it runs up close to $500. 

33467. Have you considered the advisability of treating the persistent drunkard by 
shutting him up in some asylum instead of sending him to jail for short terms every 
now and then !—That is a matter which I have not considered, and I should not like to 
give an opinion on it off-hand. 

33468. Have you considered the question of prohibition !—Yes. 

33469. Have you ever had any experience under prohibition ?—I have had some 
experience under the old Dunkin Act in the township of Pelham. 

33470. How did it work ?—It did not work satisfactorily. We are part of the 
newly added territory of Manitoba, and there was no license law in force when I came 
here first. 

33471. Was there a great deal of sale of liquor ?—There was a great deal of sale 
and a great deal of drunkenness. 

33472. Have you considered at all the granting of compensation to brewers and 
distillers in the event of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, in which case their 
business would be shut up by Act of Parliament ?—It is a matter to which I have given 
very little attention, but my opinion is that compensation should be given them. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


33473. I think you said that the license law was observed here as well as it was 
observed in other communities. Have you observed how the license law is observed 
generally !—My experience in the place frem which I came was, that it was fairly well 
observed there. It is only by remembrance that I say it may be better observed in 
other towns in Ontario. I think, however, that here as well as there the law is fairly 
well observed. Of course, there have been cases of infraction of the law and in some 
cases prosecutions ; some succeeded and some did not. 

33474. Do you believe that the licensees very generally disregarded the provisions 
of the law which prohibited sale after certain hours, and on the Sabbath ?—I believe 
they did not, but tried to live up to the law. JI may say that there is not, generally, 
drinking going on on Sunday. ; 

33475. You have stated that you have observed the working of the Dunkin Act in 
Ontario !—Yes, in the township of Pelham in Welland, which town is in Lincoln 

_ County. 

| 33476. You said that it did not work satisfactorily /—Yes, that is years ago. 

33477. Is the Act still in operation ?—I fancy it is. 

: 33478. If it did not work, why was the Act retained in force ?-—I have stated what 
came within my knowledge. 

33479. You spoke of the early years of its operation, I believe !—Yes. 

33480. Have you given consideration to the question of prohibition and to the 
general election which took place here—Judge McDonald omitted to ask whether you 
are in favour of prohibition ?—I favour it, if backed up by the sentiment of the people. 

33481. Do you regard the sentiment of ,the people, as expressed by the recent 

plebiscite, as a good backing ?—It would be an indication of the feeling if the people voted 
the way they felt. I voted the way I felt. 

33482. You thought the people meant to vote for you /—Yes. 

. 33483. And meant to vote for prohibition at the recent election /—We had a hot 

contest in the city, and no doubt politics drove the question of temperance a little out 
of the public mind, though for all that, I believe there was a fair expression of public 
opinion. But the people did not give the same thought to it as they would have done 
had the question been brought up separately. 
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33484. In the contest here, was it not a burning question /—Yes. 

33485. You have stated that you think brewers and distillers should receive com- 
pensation : please state why !/—They are carrying on now what is a legitimate trade, 
and if general prohibition came into force they would be deprived of their business and 
their plant would be practically worthless. That would be a little hard, for it would 
be depriving them of their business by law. 

33486. Do you consider that trade to be legitimate in the same sense as a general 
merchant’s business, such as groceries and dry goods, is legitimate Except so far as 
sentiment goes ; these men are engaged in a business which people consider is not a 
business to be encouraged. 

33487. So the sale of liquor in a community is a legitimate business /—Of course 
some might differ on this point, but it is a fact that brewers and distillers and licensed 
vendors are conducting a trade which is legalized simply because they pay the authori- 
ties a license from year to year. 


By Judge McDonald : 


33488. Remember that the law requires brewers and distillers to put in certain’ 


machinery in order to meet the requirements of the Revenue Department, and that in 
the event of the enactment of a prohibitory law, it would not be an indirect order but 
a distinct order by law to shut up the business ?—Quite so. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


33488a. Remember this also. The law requires a manufacturer to put in certain 
machinery, if he is determined to enter the business and is willing to pay a certain 
price for the privilege of carrying on that business for a certain time. The law does 
not say a man must do so and se, but when a man is determined and has made up his 
mind to enter the business, the law provides that he cannot do so unless he fulfils cer- 
tain conditions ’—Yes. 


By Judge McDonald : 


33489. But since the manufacturer has entered the business, the law has added a 
number of conditions /—Exactly so. 


By Rew. Dr. McLeod : 


33490. Still let it be remembered that the law simply gives him the privilege from 
year to year to carry on his business, and if at the end of the year he does not ‘comply 
with the conditions, his business is no longer a legal one. Is there no difference between 
that business and another one that does not require compliance with such requirements 
and conditions !—You say that these licenses are voluntarily taken out and must be 
renewed every year! 

33491. I think so ?—I cannot alter my opinion, which I have entertained for some 
time, that brewers and distillers should be compensated in some measure for loss in- 
curred, if the community should place a general prohibitory law in force. 

33492. Do you believe that the result of the drink traffic is to establish evils, harm- 
ful things to the community, and that it is injurious to the people at large to any 
degree Re believe that the drinking of alcoholic liquors is harmful in some eases. 

33493. Not in all, but in some cases?—Yes. The same rule is observed in regard 
to other articles which are intended for public use. 

33494, If the brewers and distillers and the liquor business generally have e produced 
certain evils and have brought injurious practices on the people, and if that business was 
closed, would it be, do you think, the right of the people to demand compensation from 
those men who ie made large profits, rather than that the people should be called upon 


to compensate men in the Pade who have made fortunes ?—I am charitable enough to 


believe that some compensation should be given. 


33495, Have there not been changes in the tarift law which have had serious effect 


on business ?—The tariff in Canada—especially that connected with the manufacture of 
Wiriiam A. Macponarp. 
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liquor—has been one that has been studied from year to year, and it has been the expec- 
tation of the people and of the members of Parliament that changes would take place. 

33496. Is it a fact that public opinion concerning the drink traftic has been changing 
from year to year and changing in one direction, which all men in the business have 
known, and in regard to which they should have prepared for the change that seemed 
to be coming ?—I suppose they have that dread on their minds, but so far their trade 
has remained legalized and legitimate, and the law allows them to continue. 

33497. Then you consider that they should be granted compensation ?—I did not 
say in what measure. 

33498. But somewhat /—Yes. 

33499. If you would compensate brewers and distillers for loss of plant, should not 
the State also compensate licensed vendors for loss involved from rendering useless their 
property !—That is a matter of detail into which I would not care to enter. 


Rev. ALEXANDER URQUHART, of Brandon, on being duly sworn, deposed as 
follows :— 
= 


By Judge McDonald : 


33500. To what Church do you belong ?—To the Presbyterian Church of Canada. 

33501. How long have you resided in Manitoba?—I have been in Manitoba and 
the North-west Territories about nine years. 

33502. How long have you been in Brandon /—About three and a half years. 

33503. From which of the provinces did you come ?—I came from Ontario, from 
Oxford County. 

33504. How long is it since yeu left ?—Sixteen or seventeen years. 

_ 33505. The county at that time was under the old-fashioned license law of Ontario, 
I believe ?—I think it was. 

33506. Jn regard to the social customs of the people in this section of the country, 
have you found since you came here an improvement among the people as a community ; 
have they gradually settled down ?—I think I can say so. 

33507. Judging from your observation, do you think alcoholic beverages are less 
used socially than formerly !—I cannot speak of course from a very extensive knowledge 
ot the Province of Manitoba, but I think the general use of liquor has diminished as com- 
pared with the early days, when everything was in a more unsettled condition than now. 

33508. Do you find that religious influences, temperance societies, and educational 
influences are all operating in that line ?—I think so. 

33509. And have they produced a beneficial result ’—I think so. 

33510. Have you observed the working of the license law in this province /—I 
haye in a general way, from coming into contact with the people. 

33511. Have vou found that the license law now in force is well observed, or are 
there many breaches of its provisions ?—I am not in a position to say what breaches 
of the law may be committed from time to time. I have very little means of knowing 
whether’ the provisions of the law are lived up to in that particular, because men, I 
presume, can drink all the liquor they wish. I am unable to answer the question. 

33512. Have you in your duties as a minister of the gospel found evil results fol- 
lowing the use of intoxicating beverages /—I have. ; 

33513. In families I suppose: in what way ?—In families and individuals, in the 
morals of the people and every way. ; 

f 33514. To any great éxtent?—Yes, to a considerable extent, using that term in a 
- general way. 

y 33515. Have you ever considered the question of the persistent drunkard ?—I 
4 
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haye. 
33516. I now refer to the man who is constantly before the police court, and who is 
sent to jail for a short time, and who is out again and in again andso on. Would it be 


cure 2 


182 ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC. 


better to shut up such a man in an inebriate asylum or institution of that kind, or 
allow the present system to continue /—Shutting up bar-rooms would be the most effective 
thing. 

33517. That is to say you would do away with the bar-rooms asa whole. At the 
present time I am dealing with the system as we have it ?—I have not given that matter 
any consideration. 

33518. Then your remedy would be to shut up the liquor from him ?—Certainly. 

33519. So long as he can get the liquor when he is out of jail, would it not be better 
to shut him away from it?—If there was no way of reforming him, that process of 
reformation would be desirable. 

33520. But I understand that your remedy would be to shut up bar-rooms alto- 
gether /—Yes. 

33521. Then you favour prohibition ?-—Yes. 

33522. Do you favour it as a principle /—Yes, and for its effects. 

33523. Do you think it a practicable measure /—Yes. 

33524, Do you think it might be practically enforced !—As effectually as other 
laws. 

33525. Would you favour the enactment of such a law for the province or for the 
Dominion ?—For the Dominion, if we could secure it ; if not, for the province. 

33526. If for the province, do you think it could be thoroughly enforced !—Yes, so 
far as any law can be carried out. 

34527. Would you hope to enforce it for the Dominion !—I see no reason why it 
could not be enforced. 

33528. Take this case. Supposing a prohibitory law were submitted for the whole 
Dominion. The Maritime Provinces voted strongly in favour of it, Quebec strongly 
against it, Ontario, perhaps, slightly favouring it, this Province of Manitoba strongly in 
favour of it, British Columbia strongly against it. Would you hope over the whole 
Dominion to enforce such a law !—I would expect it, just as I would expect the enforce- 
ment of any law enacted by the Dominion authorities. 

33529. The question is whether you could hope to enforce it effectually or not ? 
Not, perhaps, at the outset, but eventually. 

33530. Have you considered the question of granting compensation to brewers and 
distillers for loss of plant in the event of the enactment of a general prohibitory law ? 
—TI have given the matter some thought. 

33531. What is your opinion !—That they are not entitled to compensation. 

33532. Therefore, you are unfavourable to its being granted ?—Yes. 

33532a. Has the synod of the Presbyterian Church in this province taken any 
special action in regard to this question /—Yes. I hand in the Report of the Synod 
[| Appendix 4. | 

33533. I believe you have lived in the North-west Territories /—Between four and 
five years. 

33534, Have you resided in Regina ?— Yes. 

33535. How did the prohibitory law work there?—It was much preferable to the 
license system. 

33536. Was there any sale of liquor under it ?—-Not to my knowledge. 

33537. Was there any use of liquor? Did you ever see any drunkenness ? 
little. 

33538. I suppose you were not in a position to personally see whether much liquor 
was consumed or not ?—No. 

33539. T understand the Synod made a deliverance protesting against the way in 
which the permits were issued, and also, I think, advocating that the law should be 
changed ’—Yes. : 

33540. Since then has there been any legislation on the part of the Territories 4 
—There has. 

33541. What has been the effect ?—The license system is in operation there now. 

33542. Then the Legislature, elected by the people of the Territories, appears to 
have differed from the sentiment expressed by your Synod !—It seems to have done so. 

Rev. ALEXANDER URQUHART. 
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33543. Have you learned whether the increase of permits was attributable to 
the fact that, owing to the poor quality of liquor being smuggled into the Territories, it 
was thought advisable to extend the system of permits, in order to allow a better class of 
liquor to be brought in ?—No, I have never understood that the action was taken on 
those grounds. I think the action was taken on the part of those who wanted to carry 
on the traffic and those who desired to have the traftic. They urged that those changes 
should be brought about. 

33544, Did those permits enable people to enter into the traffic or get liquor simply 
for private use /—The liquor was to be simply for private use. Latterly, however, per- 
mits were granted which practically amounted to a license. That was during the last 
year of my residence in the Territories, when beer containing 4 parts of alcohol was 
admitted. JI am not prepared to say what other liquors were brought in. 

33545. Was it supposed that liquor was brought in containing more than five per 
cent of alcohol /—From the results I should judge that some of the liquor contained 
more than five per cent. 

33546. Was there an increase in drunkenness !— Yes, evidently. 

33547. Was it supposed that persons allowed by law to bring in liquor for private 
use, brought in liquor for purpose of sale !—It was supposed to be done in certain cases. 

33548. Was it found that the sale of liquor increased after permits were allowed 1— 
That was clear. During four years of my residence, under Governor Royal, I seldom 
saw a drunken man; afterwards that occurrence became quite common. I visited the 
Territories a year later, and I may say that I was pained to see the change. 

33549. Have you been there since the license law was in force?—No; I presume 
the condition is no better. 

33550. But you have no personal knowledge of it /—I have no personal knowledge. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


33551. You are unable to say what has been the effect of the change to a license 
system, I suppose !— Yes ; of the license to permit and the modified license system, I can 
speak. 

33552. Speaking of the years under the permit system and the sale under that 
system, I believe permits were granted in quantities of one hundred gallons for the pur- 
poses of sale, in 1889 ?—I think not. I have not so understood the permit system ; I 
think five gallons was the quantity that could be brought in. 

33553. I notice from the returns, that in 1883, permits were granted for 6,756} 
gallons ; in 1890, 153,670 gallons ; the population increased about 2} per cent, while the 
liquor consumption increased about 250 per cent. Did you observe under this lax 
administration whether there was an increase in drunkenness and the effects resulting 
from it?—I think the figures you have given for 1889 were under the modified law, 
which allowed all liquors under five per cent to come in, and of course the percentage of 
liquor rolled up. 

33554. In 1889, the permits were for 151,969 gallons {—Under that law they were 
allowed to sell liquor in any hotel. 

33555. The purpose was said to be to prevent so much spirits being distributed, and it 
was argued that if more of this four or five per cent beer was introduced, there would be 
less spirits consumed ; but is it not a fact that in 1889,when the permits covered 151,969 
gallons, there were no less than 11,460 gallons of spirits included in those permits, which 
would nearly double the quantity /—It follows that if an appetite is whetted it will 
desire a greater quantity. matt 

33556. My impression is that in 1889, the Governor issued permits to bring in 
100 gallons for sale ?—I do not know. 

33557. Have you had an opportunity of comparing the condition of a community 
under license with the condition of a community under enforced prohibition /—Not 
beyond the experience of the North-west Territories in a modified form. 

33558. And your experience was that prohibition was beneficial !—I decidedly say 
so. 

33559. From your experience in your pastoral duties, do you believe that to any 
considerable extent the drink trade and the drink habit are the causes of crime, 
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immorality, poverty, domestic troubles, neglect of children and neglect of religion ?—I 
do believe it so affects certain individuals. 

33560. For these troubles do you think the drink traffic and habit are to a large 
extent responsible !—Yes, in my judgment. 


RICHMOND SPENCER, M.D., of Brandon, on being mie sworn, deposed as 
follows :— 


By Judge McDonald: 


33561. How long have you resided in Manitoba ?—I have resided here nearly eleven 
years. 

33562. Have you resided in Brandon during all that time ?—Yes. 

33563. Did you come here from one of the other provinces?—I came here from 
Montreal. 

33564. Have you had any experience in regard to the carrying out of a prohibitory 
law in any section of the country /—No; except in places where I have happened to go. 
T have been in the New England States and have noticed its effects there. 

33565. Was there a prohibitory law in operation when you came here ?—It was the 
permit system that was in vogue. 

33566. Was the liquor trafic prohibited here ?—Yes ; the railroad was opened at 
that time, and you could not get liquor except by permit. 

33567. I suppose a man consumed more liquor at that time than now ?—I do not 
know. 

33568. Do you know anything about the quality of the liquor brought in at that 
time, whether it was pure or not !—The whisky was pretty good; the brandy and wine 
were nothing but poor whisky coloured. 

33569. Have you observed the operation of the license law in this section since it 
was in force, and, in your opinion, is it fairly well observed ?—I think so. 

33570. Then you have not had reason to believe, as a citizen, it is continually 
broken ?—No; I think the law is pretty well observed. 

33571. Would you favour having liquors that are offered for sale frequently 
inspected, in order to ascertain that they are pure, and thus afford protection to the con- 
sumer /—Yes. 

33572. Have you considered the treatment of the persistent drunkard, the man 
who is brought before the police court and sent to jail, and reappears regularly? Are 
you of the opinion that it is better to continue that system or to adopt some other sys- 
tem looking to the reformation of the man and his removal for a time from temptation ? 
—I have not considered that question much, but I should be in favour of having some 
means adopted whereby that man would not be an expense to the country. It would 
be well to banish him in some way, and perhaps the man would not be hurt if he had a 
good flogging, for it might do him good. 

33573. ‘It has been suggested that the proper course to take in the case of such a 
man is to keep liquor entirely away from him ; and if it is desirable to keep it away from 
him and see that he does not obtain it, at the same time it would be well to keep it 
away from the whole of the community. On the other hand it has been suggested that 
instead of depriving the community of that which the large proportion of them use in 
moderation without any ill effect, it would be well to shut the habitual drunkard away 
from the liquor. Have you studied that question at all ?—I have not. 

33574. The question is whether the remedy is prohibition of the drink or prohibi- 
tion of the individual who abuses the article ?—I am not in favour of prohibition. T am 
also not in favour of the Provincial liquor license law. 

33575. What system do you favour ?—I would favour a system of this kind. I 
believe that man is a social being and he requires something. I believe in what is 

Rey. ALEXANDER URQUHART. 
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called the German system, that is to give the common: people a cheap drink, such as lager 
beer, or any other good drink, and I would give the better classes good wine if they 
were willing to pay for it. You would do more for the cause of temperance by adopting 
such a measure than in any other way. If there were men who wanted brandy or 
some liquor stronger than those commonly used, the proper way would be to place a 
large license fee on its sale ; let them pay 50 cents per glass for it, but at the same time 
letit be good. If the price were 40 or 50 cents a glass there would be less drinking, 
they would not pay $2 or $3 for a few glasses of brandy. : 

33576. In other words, you would force the adoption of such a system as would 
encourage the use of light wines, ale and lager, in preference to the heavier liquors? 
——Yes. 

33577. You have said that you are favourable to prohibition as a matter of prin- 
ciple. Do you consider it practicable /—TI do not. 

33578. Do you think it could be enforced ?—I do not, I am sure of it. Men will 
have drink if they wish it. 

33579. In case of the enactment of such a prohibitory law, would you favour the 
granting of compensation to brewers and distillers for the plant that would be rendered 
useless !—If men invest large sums of money in an industry of that kind which is legiti- 
mate, and for carrying on which they are paying a license to the Government, and espe- 
cially since they have carried on the business for a couple of years, and they are shut 
out from carrying on the business, it being made illegal by the enactment of a general 
prohibitory law, I think they should be compensated, because there is no other class 
that I know of that would be shut off so quickly and effectually. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


33580. Why did men drink more under the permit system than they do now under 
license !—I think the reason is they could not get more than one or two gallons at a 
time. If they got it they felt that it cost them nothing, and they gathered their friends 
together and they drank it. 

33581. They did not cease, I suppose, until it was all gone /—No. 

33582. That is the way the Indians do when they get their rations—eat to reple- 
tion and then go hungry for a month ?— Yes. 

33583. Is there something in the western atmosphere which makes the white man 
do as the Indian does ?—They say there is a great deal of ozone in the air. 

33584. Do you think there is less drinking under the license system than under the 
permit system !—I could not tell you that. 

33585. Having regard to the difference in population, is there a better condition of 
affairs now under license ?—Yes. I remember reading some extracts from the official 
report of Col. Herchmer, who says that the condition of things under license is greatly 
worse than under the permit system, and that the change has been for the worse since 
the license system went into operation. I think that if the license system was properly 
looked after it would not be so bad. 

33586. Would not Col. Herchmer and his subordinates have evidence so as to 
enable them to arrive at a correct conclusion !—They are in a sparsely settled district, 
and I do not think their observations would amount to so much as if the country was 
more thickly settled. 

33587. I presume that Col. Herchmer possesses not only his own personal experi- 
ence but that of his officers, as they act under his direction !-—You must remember that 
up in the Territories the inhabitants are largely young men. The members of the 
Mounted Police and the men on the ranches are chiefly young men, and they do more 
drinking than if they had homes and families. I do not think Col. Herchmer’s observa- 
tions would be worth as much up there as down here. 

33588. The point he mentioned was that there is more drinking under license than 
under the permit system, and I want to know whether you think he is correct in that 
opinion or not ?—My impression is that he made a statement about this very town. So 
far as Brandon is concerned, it has always been very temperate ; there has been. very 
little drunkenness here, and I have often remarked it. It is a very unusual thing to 
see a drunken man on the streets, except probably this year when there are a great 
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many public works going on here and a large number of men have come from the other 
provinces and elsewhere. Those are the drinking men rather than our own people. 

33589. You have said that you do not favour prohibition. Do you think it is 
wrong in principle !—I do. 

33590. I think | you have said that you would prohibit certain men from getting 
drink, and you would put a prohibitory price on certain drinks /—Yes ; that would not 
be pr ohibition. 

33591. Would it not be prohibition in principle /—No, not if the people could pay 
for the drinks. 

33592. If they cannot pay, are they not prohibited from obtaining them ?—They 
can take a five cent glass of lager. 

33593. You would prohibit men from getting other kinds of liquors and make them 
drink lager, whether they wanted it or not ?—I would not prohibit the other kinds, but 
T would let them have lager and wine at nominal figures. I would not put any heavy 
duties on them. 

33594. On whisky, gin and the like, and brandy, you would put heavy duties ?— 
Yes. 

33595. Is that not really prohibiting a thing that is bad!—It is bad only in the 
way you take it. It is not the thing itself that is bad, but the abuse of it. 

33596. Why not prohibit the man? The ar ticle, you say, is not bad; but the 
trouble is owing to man’s appetite: why not then prohibit him /—] think it is proper if 
a man has an improper appetite for drink, that there should be something done with him. 

33597. But nothing should be done with the system that creates and assists in 
creating the appetite ?— Yes. 

33598. What should be done with it /—If the Government wish to send men to 
such an institution as Keeley’s Institution they might try it, perhaps. 

33599. Do you think it. is a good thing to keep established a system that produces 
men who have to go Keeley’s Institution ?—I do not believe in prohibition, and I do 
believe in men getting drinks if they like. I do not believe in prohibiting a man and 
then having him sneak in by back doors. We would next have our children sneaking 
in by back doors and practically stealing it. 

33600. That is your view of the subject /—Yes. 

33601. You would undertake to compel a man, if he wanted liquor, to get it under 
difficulties, if facilities were provided to get it in an open fashion !—I would do some- 
thing to prevent the man who thinks he must have it from getting it ; but the man who 
desires it for social purposes, I would not prohibit. 

33602. Then the man to whom you refer has to have it because of his appetite, I 
suppose /—Yes. It is generally inherited. Many a man takes liquor all his life, and it 
does not harm him. 

33603. You know that the drunkard is an expensive man compared with the 
ordinary drinker ?/—There are no drunkards to compare with ordinary drinkers. 

33604. Then you think only a few are harmed by drink ?—TI think so. 

33605. I think you said you would flog excessive drinkers?—Yes ; I would do 
something to punish such men. I do not believe in putting them in jail. 

33606. Supposing the man inherited the appetite, would you flog him?—I would 
send him to some institution where he could be cared for, at the public expense if 
necessary. 

33607. Would it not be better to provide facilities for indulging such a man’s 
appetite ?—Probably he would get out of the world all the sooner. 

33608. Do you think it would be a good course to adopt? —You have suggested 
your answer, and perhaps that is the one you wanted. 

33609. If you punished severely the drunkard, what would you do with the manu- 
facturer of the drink: would you flog him too?—No; that would be equivalent to 
punishing the Government. 

33610. Who is back of the Government ?—The people. 

33611. Would you flog the people or the man who makes the liquor, the man who 
has a Government license to do so. Is the country right in licensing him ?—1 believe so. 

RICHMOND SPENCER. 
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33612. So no man is wrong except the man who drinks to excess !—That is what I 
believe. 

33613. He is the only man who should be flogged ?— Yes, and he should be treated 
and cared for in some way. 

33614. In inebriate asylums perhaps ?— Yes. 

33615, If there were inebriate asylums established, how would you support them— 
at the public expense !—I suppose so. 

33616. They would be State institutions ?— Yes. 

33617. Is it a good business for the country to enter upon the business of establish- 
ing a traffic which produces persons who have subsequently to be provided for at the 
State’s expense 1—I could not answer that question. 

33618. Do you think it would be right to have free sale of liquor, or do you think 
the licenses should be limited ?—I would limit the trade. 

33619. In Brandon, why do you prohibit thousands of other people from selling 
liquor beyond those licensed ?—I cannot tell you why. 

33620. Do you think it is right to do so?—I consider that the reason free sale is 
prohibited is because it would not be a paying business for those in it. 

33621. Do you think it right, if they are disposed to take the risk, to prevent them 
going into the business ?—No, I do not think it is. 

33622. You think the license law is wrong, because it gives a monopoly here to 
eight men !—I do not think the license law is wrong. I think those who have charge of 
the license law are considering what is best for the people and for the licensees. 

33623. And not what is best for the community, but simply what is best for the 
men licensed !—I fancy that is it. 

33624, Do you believe the license law is in the interest of the community !—I do. 

33625. Then you believe the prohibition of all men in this town, except eight men, 
from selling liquor is in the interest of the community /—I did not say that. 

33626. You say it is in the interest of the community to license eight men. Is itin 
the interest of the community to prohibit all others getting licenses?—TI have told 
you that I do not see any reason why they should not all have licenses, if the business 
would pay. 

33627. Then it is a matter of pecuniary consideration /—I am not sufficiently posted 
on the financial side of the question to be able to answer that. It is a question of 
money I think. 

33628. Is it not a question of right? Assume that we were all living in Brandon; 
two of us get licenses, and the rest of us, the town declared, should not have licenses. 
Would that be right? Should we not have the right to engage in the business, if we 
chose to do so, and take our own risk of making profit or loss ?—Yes, if you could get 
the license. 

33629. But the city says you shall not have license. Now, what right has the city 
to say that ?—TI could not pretend to answer that question. 

33630. You are a practicing physician !—Yes. 

‘ 33631. Do you believe total abstinence is injurious or beneficial to man !—I believe 
the man who does not drink at all is the best man. 


By Judge McDonald : 


33632. Taking the question asked by Rev. Dr. McLeod as to the licensing of the 
traffic, which makes men become drunkards : is it the drink or their own act that makes 
them become drunkards ?—It is their own act. 

33633. I understind your view of prohibition to be this: that even if there were 
no legalized traffic, people would still get liquor to drink ?— Yes, they would get it. 

33634. And if persons choose to become drunkards, they will become so whether 
there is a drink traftic or not !—I think persons have got liquor ever since Lot got drunk. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


33635. Do you think it well to follow his example?—No person detests drunken- 
ness more than I do. 
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Rey. 8. DANTELS, of Brandon, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


33636. To what denomination do you belong?—I am a Minister of the Methodist 

~Church of Canada. 

33637. We have the deliverance of your Church already given us in Montreal, as 
adopted by the General Conference in 1890. As a minister of that church, do you con- 
cur in the deliverance of the General Conference ?—I do. 

33638. Are you favourable to the total prohibition of the lquor traffic ?—I am. 

33639. You consider it advisable that we should have prohibition ?—I do. 

33640. Would you have it of a provincial or national character, for the province 
in which you reside or for the Dominion at large ?/—I should like to see a Dominion Act ; 
if that was not practicable, I should like to see a Provincial Act. 

33641. Have you considered the practicability of the enforcement of such a law 1— 
I have given it some thought. 

33642. With what result?—I do not see why we could not enforce such an enactment. 

33643. Do you believe anything would depend cn local circumstances and the pub- 
lic sentiment of the locality /—Yes, to some extent. 

33644. Judging from what you know of the province, what do you believe the sen- 
timent would be ?—I believe the preponderance of public sentiment to be most decidedly 
in favour of such a law. 

33645. Have you considered the question of granting compensation to brewers and 
distillers for loss of plant, in case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law /—I 
have given it some thought. 

33646. With what result /—I cannot at all agree with the principle of compensation 
as being just, or do I think it should be given. 

33647. Have you ever lived in a prohibitory country or State /—I lived three years 
in Regina under the permit system. 

33648. During what years ’—During 1885, 1887, and 1889. 

33649. Was that before the changes were made that the former witness, Rev. Mr. 
Urquhart, spoke of in regard to the extension of the permit system, or was it after that 
extension was made ’—It was before the extension to the five per cent beer, and also a 
few months subsequently. 

33650. How did prohibition work in the North-west Territories /—I found it work 
very well. 

33651. Was there any sale for beverage purposes?—There may have been some, 
but it did not come under my personal knowledge. 

33652. You never saw the effects of it ?—No. 

33653. You believe, then, that the sale was small ?/—Yes, so far as my observation 
was concerned. 

33654. Do you think that there was any trouble in regard to smuggling liquors into 
the North-west Territories from outside !—I think occasionally there were cases, one or 
two, during three years. 

33655. Do you mean of seizures made /—Yes, I think I remember two cases. 

33656. I understood that the Mounted Police were there to prevent liquor entering 
the Territories ?—Yes. 

33657. That it was their duty to endeavour to enforce the prohibitory law }—Yes. 

33658. Was the force, as a whole, very vigilant !—I think so. 

33659. Have you had any experience of the Territories since the change in the law ? 
—Not since the license law came into force. 

33660. Have you observed the working of the license law in Brandon !—I have not 
been long in Brandon, only since July. Before that I was at Portage la Prairie. 

33661. Was the license law in force at Portage la Prairie /—Yes. 

33662. How was it observed !—It was not very well observed during my time. 

33663. What was the difficulty ?—There were breaches of the law. 

33664. Was there sale during prohibited hours ?—Yes ; they had a number of con- 
victions for breaches of the Act during my time. 

33665. Was there much illicit sale of liquor there ?—I am not prepared to say. 

Rey. 8. Danizzs. 
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L. F. HUGHILE, of Brandon, Journalist,on being duly sworn, depdsed as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald : 


33666. What is your occupation /—I am on the editorial staff of the Mail. 

33667. How long have you resided in Brandon !—Only a few months this time. 

33668. How long have you lived in Manitoba /—I came to Manitoba in 1872,twenty 
years ago, and with the exception of once or twice going home to England, I have been 
almost constantly i in Manitoba and the Territories since , that year. 

33669. In what parts of Manitoba ?/—When I first came to Manitoba I lived at 
Calgary. Then Iw as on the Commission appointed to establish the boundary between 
the United States and British Possessions. Then Iwas out in the North-west duri ing 
the time of the North-west Police. I was there prior to the arrival of the regular force, 
and after they came out I remained until 1882. Then I went to England, came out 
again, remained in Winnipeg some time, and since then I have been in 1] ‘Manitoba all the 
time, although I was occasionally out of it for short periods. 

33670. In what parts of the North-west Territories have you lived ?—In Calgary 
and Fort Macleod principally. 

33671. When you were living inthe North-west was there a prohibitory enactment 
in force ?—It was in force. 

33672. How was the law enforced ’—It was not enforced at all,—not to any great 
extent, at all events. 

33673. Were intoxicating beverages obtainable ?—Yes, in large quantities. 

3367. 4. Of what quality - ery inferior quality. 

33675. Was there much mae consumed ; was it consumed to excess ?—Consump- 
tion to excess occurred in this way: Whenever what was called a cargo arrived, 
it was the occasion for a drunk, Then the permits were drawn out so that they covered 
any liquor for a sufficient length of time until some one else had smuggled in a cargo. 

33676. So while there were intervals of abstinence, liquor was used to excess when 
cargoes arrived /—When it did come it was used to excess, decidedly. 

33677. Was it all brought in by smugglers from across the boundary line ?—Nearly 
all of it. 

33678. That was before railway construction ?—It was long preceding the railway. 
It was almost previous to the permit system ; I am speaking now of 1877. 

33679. What was the condition of things after the permit system came in /—It was 
very much the same. Ifa man had a permit for five gallons of whisky all his friends 
called on him, and there was what was called in that country a general jamboree until 
the liquor was finished. The permit system was no better than the old system, with the 
exception of this, that the Government derived a revenue from it. 

33680. Do you know whether the liquor that was to be had under the permit 
system was inferior in quality to that brought in by smugglers ?—It was of a better 
quality than what was smuggled, but it was not of really g good quality until later years. 
Originally it was brought from Fort Benton, Montana. 

33681. Have you ‘been j in the North-west Territories since the license system came 
into force ?—Not since the license system came into force. 

33682. Were you there at all while the increased permit system was in operation ? 
—Yes. 

33683. Was more liquor brought in ?—Yes. 

33684. Are you able to say whether the bringing in of that liquor under the in- 
creased permit system led to a diminution in smuggling ’—T think it did. 

33684a, Was the liquor of better quality 1—Decidedly after the railway was built. 

33685. Did you notice whether there was more drunkenness afterwar' ds than there 
had been before /—No, I do not think there was any more. 

33686. Did you see anything of the working of the five per cent system. I reter 
to beer containing five per cent of alcohol 1_Yes ; that was what the law allowed us to 
have. I do not think if the beer had been tested it would have been found to contain 
more than five per cent of alcohol, although something of a medicinal nature was put 
into it. 
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33687. From what you have seen of the working of a license law in Manitoba, and 
from what you have seen of the working of prohibition in the North-west Territories, 
which in your opinion is preferable /—As prohibition was carried on in the Territories a 
license law is preferable, because the prohibitory law was not enforced in the slightest 
degree. Of course an occasional seizure was made, but for one seizure made there were 
ten men selling illegally. 

33688. From what you have seen of prohibition and from what you have studied, do 
you think it is practicable to enforce a general prohibitory law in any country /—I think 
that is very hard to say. It would be a good thing if it could be enforced, but I do 
not believe in prohibition unless strictly enforced. Ifit were strictly enforced, IT would 
thoroughly believe in it. 

33689. You are doubtless aware that this Commission is charged with the duty of 
considering the question from the standpoint of the whole of the country, and that this 
investigation has respect to the Dominion from ocean to ocean. Taking the Maritime 
Provinces, with their large sea coast, and Quebec, with the St. Lawrence running up 
into it, and the country west with its proximity to the United States, and British 
Columbia, facing on the Pacific Ocean, and all the surroundings, how do you think it 
would be possible to enforce prohibition in Canada?—I would favour it, if it were 
practicable. 

33690. Do you think it would be practicable ?—I am really afraid it would not be, 
with such surroundings. I do not think it would be practicable at all. No doubt a 
prohibitory law might be enforced somewhat, but liquor would always be brought into 
the country, as was the case in the Territories. 

33691. Do you know whether there was illicit distilling to any great extent /—No. 

33692. In the case of the enactment of a general pr ohibitory law, prohibiting the 
manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes, do you 
think the distillers and brewers should be remunerated for loss of plant ?—Yes, I think 

o; I think it would only be just. 

33693. I understand that you have lived in the old country as well as here ?—Yes. 

33694. From your observation and study, what is the effect upon a community of 
having a law upon the statute-book, such as a prohibitory law, that is flagrantly and 
constantly violated !—I think the tendency is for evil. 

33695. You do not consider it an evil ?—I would not consider it of any good to the 
country, because it would be settling an exceptionally bad example to the people. 

33696. Has the result of your observation and experience been that this question 
differs from all other questions that occupy the attention of legislative bodies regarding 
the effect which public sentiment has on it !—Yes, decidedly so. 

33697. From your experience, are there any suggestions you could offer to the 
Commission regarding amendments to the law respecting the traffic as at present con- 
ducted under the license law, either in the direction of high license or the limitation of 
the number of places where liquor is sold, or in regard to a rigid inspection of the liquor 
or anything of that kind?—I would not like to make any suggestions without giving 
more consideration to the subject ; but I think in all cases a “high license should be 
charged, and I am also of the opinion that a very large number of the licensed places 
should be done away with, and that we should endeavour to obtain a better class of 
licensees. 

33698. Supposing one or the other had to be done away with, the hotel bar or the 
saloon bar, which in the interest of the community should be removed ?—I should say 
the saloon bar. 

33699. Have you ever considered the question of the treatment of the persistent 
drunkard, the man who is up before the Police Court, is sent to jail and appears again 
and again ; whether it is better to have him treated as now under the law by sending ‘him 
to jail for short terms, or whether it would not be better to shut him up for a length of 
time with a view to his reformation, if possible, at all events so that he may be kept 
from the evils of drunkenness !—I think the man who is constantly arrested for being 
drunk and who is repeatedly serving short terms of imprisonment, varying from one 
month in length, is lowered by the punishment he receives. If he has served two or 
three months in prison, he is lowered in his own estimation by the very fact of being 
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sent to jail for. that offence. If it were possible, instead of having that man committed 
to jail, punish him by putting him in an inebriate asylum or institution of that kind, in 
which he could spend a certain length of time. It might lead to his reformation. 

33700. Have you considered the question of introducing light wines in place of 
heavier liquors for general use !—It appears to me that in old countries like England 
and continental countries like France, there is very much less drunkenness than in 
countries where the heavier liquors are used. In France light wines are used altogether. 
The taste for light wines is an educated taste, and of course it takes some time to get 
people to drink them. Whether you could get men who drink whisky to drink them, 
I do not know. It might be difficult, if not impossible. 


by Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


33701. I think you said that you are connected with a newspaper ?— Yes. 

33702. Have you been long in Brandon in connection with a newspaper !—As I 
said before, I have not been long in Brandon this time, but I have been here before 
this. I have only been here this time two or three months. 

33703. Then you are not a permanent citizen /—No; I have not been here as a 
permanent citizen for any length of time 

33704. Were you in another part of Manitoba before you came here !/—Yes. 

33705. Immediately before coming here?—-No; I was in Winnipeg for three 
years. 

33706. Were you connected with the press there ?—No; I was with the Canadian 
Pacific Railway. 

33707. You have said that in the Territories prohibition was not enforced at all ? 
Was that because of the peculiar way in which the permit system was administered ?— 
When I said prohibition was not enforced at all, | meant to refer to the time previous 
to the permit system, when I was first at Fort Macleod. There was no permit system. 
Whisky was smuggled in from Fort Benton. Then Colonel McLeod, Commissioner of 
the North-west Mounted Police, received an order from the Government that he 
could issue permits to a limited extent, and afterwards Governor Laird issued permits 
when he came into the country. 

33708. You were in the country, then, during Governor Laird’s administration ? 
—Yes. 

33709. Where were the headquarters of the Government at that time ?—At Prince 


_ Albert. 


33710. How long ago was that?—I think it was in 1877 and 1878. I saw 
Lieutenant-Governor Laird at the time of the treaty making with the Blackfeet Indians 
in 1877. 

33711. That was previous to the permit system, I suppose /—Yes, you could not 
even get a permit ; but previous to the arrival of Governor Laird, Colonel McLeod was 
acting Lieutenant-Governor of the Territories. 

33712. How long prior to the time that permits were issued was prohibition 
supposed to be in force in the Territories /—From the arrival of the Mounted Police. 
When they arrived at Fort Macleod a prohibitory law was established. 

33713. In what year was that ?—I think it was in the fall of 1874, when the 
North-west Mounted Police arrived at Fort Macleod; and from that time up to about 
the fall of 1876, or 1877, the permit system was in existence, and you could get 
permits from Governor Laird. 

33714. When permits were issued, I suppose liquor came in under permits /—Yes, 
and liquor was sold not only for medicinal purposes, as was supposed to be the case. 

33715. In Colonel Herchmer’s report, there is a statement that if prohibition were 
to be enforced, the permit system would either have to be abolished or differently 
administered, and there needed to be removed certain technicalities that made the 
enforcement of the law difficult. Had you reason to believe that any good at all was 
effected by the prohibitory law ?—Not in the North-west Territories. 

33716., Was that because of non-enforcement ?—Yes. 

33717. Do you believe that if the law had been enforced rigorously, it would have 
accomplished good in certain sections !—Decidedly so. 
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33718. Do you think enforcement was practicable ?—There was no earnest effort 
ete It could hardly be enforced in such a country. Men could cross the line at 
Fort Benton, and it would be necessary to keep a very large force along the line to stop 
any men crossing. At that time the North-west Mounted Police had not that full 
acquaintance with the country and the people they now possess. 

33719. Speaking about the law being fle verantly violated and the bad effects : which 
would it be better to do, repeal the law or set about enforcing it ?—If it were possible to 
enforce it, I would certainly enforce it. 

33720. Do you think it possible to enforce a prohibitory law under any circum- 
stances /—I could hardly answer that question. 

33721. Do you say it is impossible or difficult ?—I think it is very difficult indeed. 

33722. Do you believe that if such a law were enforced, the results would be 
good Decidedly. 

33723. Do you think the fact that public sentiment expressed itself as favourable to 
such a law as it has done in the recent plebiscite, would make it more easy to enforce it 
in the country /—No; I do not think that that vote, as a vote, is one on which any body 
could reason any thing. . 

Don 4-2 ELON, a6 you account for that /—It was a political ery, and a great many 
people therefore voted that way. I will tell you an incident which will illustrate my 
idea of the whole thing, as well as I can illustrate it. The case was at Oak Lake not 
long ago. There is a man there who holds a very good position in a large company in 
this country. I asked him how he felt about the election. He told me he voted for 
prohibition. I was rather astonished at that statement, and I said: ‘“ Why did you 
vote for prohibition,” especially when I knew he was a man who does not go in for 
prohibition, and who readily takes his liquor. He said: ‘TI am in receipt of a good 
salary, $150 per month, but I can make a great deal’ more in a prohibition country by 
selling liquor ; that is why I voted for it.” 

33726. Is he a sample of a large number of the people ?—I do not know, but that 
is what he said. 

33727. Have you noticed whether the licensed men in the business in Manitoba 
are all of them, or largely favourable to the prohibition movement ?—-I hardly fancy they 
would be, but I cannot speak for them as a body, for I do not know many of them. 

33728. Do you think the man to whom you have referred represents the sentiment 
of a large number of the people who voted for prohibition at the recent election !—I 
think there were a large number of the people in a similar position. 

33729. Do you think that he is a fair representative of 22,000 people ?—I would 
not say that. 

33730. You do not think that 22,000 men, if prohibition were passed, would go 
into the illicit business and sell?—I do not think that number would go into the busi- 
ness, but some of them might do so. : 

33731. A witness in Winnipeg stated that a great many people voted for prohibi- 
tion for fun ?—I do not see what fun there would be in voting for it. 

33732. Then it would be difficult to account for it, from your point of view !—Yes, 
because I know men who voted for it, and who every day of their lives drink some 
alcohol liquor. 

33733. Do you think that if a man votes for PRORin Gn and yet is in the habit of 
drinking, he does not mean to vote that way?—I do not think I would say that. 
Although I am not a temperance man, at the same time I would vote for rohan if 
it could be strictly enforced. 

33734. Then you believe that if it could be enforced, it would do toad 1—I do. 

33735. Do you think it is worth trying as an experiment !—You will have to make 
a better experiment of it than was made in the North-west Territories. 

33736. Do you think that was a fair experiment ?—It was not a fair experiment. 


By Judge McDonald : 


33737. I understand that you are favourable to prohibition as a principle, but that 
you voted against it because you considered it impracticable. May there not have been 
L. F. Hueuitt. 
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many people who voted for it at the time, believing that it would do away with drunken- 
ness !-—Yes. 

_ 33738. But not having had your experience as to the practicability of any prohi- 
bitory law, they were not guided as you were in giving their votes /—That was very 
generally the case. 


by Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


33739, Is drunkenness the only evil resulting from the liquor trade ?—I think that 
is the direct evil, but there are a large number of evils arising from it indirectly. 

33740. As a newspaper man, have you had a large experience ?—T have not. 

_ 33741. Does the liquor trade affect trade industries, injuriously or beneficially 1— 

Liquor used to excess must do injury. 

33742. I do not mean the use of it to excess, but in regard to general business. 
What effect does it have on the general business of the community ?—I do not think it 
has any good effect. 


DAVID H. COOPER, of Brandon, barrister and manager of the Freehold Loan 


and Savings Company, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


33743. How long have you lived in Manitoba ?—About ten years, since December, 
1881. 

33744, From what part of Canada did you come !—From Lindsay, in the County of 
Victoria. 

33745. Have you noticed, since you have lived in Brandon, any change in the social 
customs of the people in regard to the use of intoxicating beverages !—I do not see very 
much change. 

33746. When you came here what system in regard to dealing with the liquor 
question was in force !—I believe there were no licenses in force when I came here first. 

33747. Was liquor sold /—I believe it was. I do not know anything in regard to 
this matter from actuai experience. 

33748. Have you observed anything of the license law, whether it is reasonably 
well observed or not?—It is reasonably enforced in the city here, as well as you might 
expect to see it. I do not think it is very thoroughly enforced. I am not very much 
in a position to say anything about the sale, as I do not go much round hotels, and 
therefore cannot speak of illicit sale during prohibited hours. 

33749. Do you know whether any illicit sale takes place ?—I believe there is some. 

33750. In the city?—_Yes, at the taverns. 

33751. Have you considered the treatment of the persistent drunkard !—Not to any 
extent. I have not given that matter much thought, and I am not able to express any 


judgment on it. 


33752. Have you considered the question of encouraging the use of light wines and 
beers in preference to the heavier liquors, especially spirits ?—I have thought of that 
matter to some extent. My opinion would be that it would only encourage the use of 
strong liquors ; I think it would lead to that. 

33753. Then you do not think any advantage is to be gained by that change !— 
No, nothing is to be gained by that at all. 

33754. Have you had any experience of prohibition ?—No. 

33755. Have you considered and studied the subject of prohibition !—I have studied 
it, to some extent. 

33756. Then you are hardly in a position to express an opinion as to its workings? 
—TI do not see why such a law could not be enforced as well as any other law. 

33757. Have you considered the question of granting compensation to brewers and 
distillers for the loss of their plant and machinery in the event of the enactment of a 
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general prohibitory law ?—That is a very debatable subject and I have not formed a 
strong opinion on it. Looking at it from my present standpoint, I do not feel inclined 
to compensate them to any large extent. 


By Rev. Dr, McLeod : 


33758. I understand that you are Manager of a Loan Association /— Yes. 

33759. From your experience as Manager of a Loan Company, are you able to say 
what effect the drink habit and the drink traffic have on your loan businegs !—They 
certainly have a very bad effect. 

33760. Do you find that borrowers who have the drink habit are not as likely to 
pay the loans as total abstainers’—We certainly find that to a very large extent. 
Farmers who are heavy on drink generally go to the wall. 

33761. They neglect their business?— Yes. 

33762. Have you had experience of that kind in Manitoba ? 
T have not had so many cases in Manitoba as in Ontario. 

33763. Is the drink habit very prevalent among the farmers in Manitoba ?—In 
some localities it is and in other localities it is not. 

33764. Then it differs according to localities !— Yes. 

33765. I understand you have noticed in Ontario that the drink trade and the 
drink habit have affected injuriously your business /— Yes. 


By Judge McDonald : 


33766. Have you suffered any loss from drunkenness—I refer to the operations of 
your company in Manitoba ?—I cannot say that we have suffered any particular loss. 
We have had to take land and have sold it afterwards to other parties. I should not 
like to attribute the cause always to drunkenness, but it was an element in the matter. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 
33767. I suppose the Loan Company is not really the loser, but it is the borrower 
who is the loser, because the Loan Company - generally tries to cover itself from loss !— 


We generally try to cover ourselves. 
33768. But you say that you have had to take lands /—Yes, very frequently. 


I have had some, but 


By Judge McDonald : 
33769. In cases of people who do not drink ?—We have. 
By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


33770. How large a proportion of the cases do drink!—I do not keep any statistics. 
33771. We had the Manager of a similar company in the Maritime Provinces who 
made a statement from his record /—I keep no record of statistics of that kind. 


Davyip H. Cooper. 
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WILLIAM JOHNSTON, of Brandon, agricultural implement dealer, on being duly 


sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


33772. Do you hold any official position in connection with trade matters ?— No. 

33773. Are you a member of the Board of Trade ?—I was President of the Board 
of Trade, but I am not so now. 

33774. How long have you lived in Manitoba?—I have been here since January, 1882. 

33775. Have you lived all that time in Brandon ?—Yes. 

33776. From what part of Canada did you come?—I came from the County of 
Grey, Ontario. 

33777. Have you noticed since you have been in Manitoba whether there has been 
a change in the social customs of the people in regard to their drinking habits ?—No. I 
do not think that I have ; I do not think they are quite as bad as when I came here first. 

33778. Have you found this to be a sober and intelligent community ?— Yes. 

33779. Have you observed whether the license law has been fairly well observed !— 
I have not paid particular attention to it ; I think it is pretty well observed in Brandon. 

33780. Have you considered the question of the persistent drunkard, as to whether 
a system should be adopted that would place him under restriction and out of harm’s 
way with a view to his reformation, instead of continuing the present system of sending 
him to jail for short terms ?—I think such a change would be better. 

33781. Have you considered the advisability of encouraging the use of light wines 
and beers in preference to heavier liquors ?—I think that would be an improvement. 

33782. Have you reason to believe that there is illicit sale to any extent?—I could 
not say. 

33782a. Have you had any experience of prohibition ?—Nothing but the Scott Act. 

33782b. Where was your experience of the Scott Act obtained !—In the County of 
Grey, Ontario ; it was the Dunkin not the Scott Act. 

33783. In what township was it in force ?—In the township of Collingwood. 

33784. How did it work, was it a success /—No ; there was more liquor drunk than 
under license. 

33785. From your experience of prohibition, do you think it advisable to adopt a 
general prohibitory law for this Dominion !—I am in favour of prohibition, and I think 
the manufacture of liquor should be stopped. 

33786. Supposing the manufacture was stopped, would it be practicable to stop the 
importation of liquor /-—Yes. 

33787. How would you hope to do it ?—I think the Government should stop the 
importation of liquor. 

33788. Have you ever considered the question of the position of Canada, with its 
vast coast line on two oceans, and its contiguity to the United States along a very 
extended boundary line ?—I do not think the Government could stop the trade entirely, 
but they could make it very difficult to obtain liquor. 

33789. Why did the people not stop the trade in Collingwood ?—Nobody seemed to 
take an interest in the matter. 

33790. You would expect to have the Dominion appoint a staff of officials to see to 
the enforcement of a general prohibitory law !—Yes. 

33791. To see that no liquor was manufactured in the country and no smuggling 
carried on /— Yes. 

33792. You think if both these things were done, prohibition might be thoroughly 
enforced ?—I think so. 

33793. And you would be favourable to have such a law enacted, if it could be 
enforced /—Yes. 

33794. Have you considered the question of granting compensation to brewers and 
distillers for loss of plant in the enactment of a general prohibitory law !—I have not 

given that matter any consideration. 
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Rev. ALEXANDER H. CAMERON, of Brandon, on being duly sworn, deposed 


as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


33795. How long have you resided in Brandon 1 Only a few months. 

33796. With what denomination are you connected?—I am a minister of the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada. 

33797. How long have you lived in Manitoba !—-Eleven years. 

33798. Have you ever resided in the North-west Territories /—Yes, for two years. 
T was in charge of the missions between Calgary and Revelstoke. 

33799. During what years !—1886 to 1888. 

33800. Was a : prohibitory law in force in the North-West Territories then ?—Yes, 
with the permit system. 

33801. Did the permit system up to that time include 4 per cent beer?—I really 
cannot say. 

33802. But you were there in 1886 and 1888%—Four per cent beer came in, I 
believe, in 1888. 

33803. What law was in force in Revelstoke !—That was in British Columbia. 

33804. Was the license law in force /—Yes ; I made Donald my headquarters. 

33805. Was there a license law in force in Donald ?—Yes, high license. 

33806. Were there many hotels selling !—There were about 30 places; 16 places 
under license and 14 unlicensed. 

33807. Was that while the construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway was going 
forward !—It was later. It was at the time of the construction of the snow-sheds at the 
finishing up of the work, from 1886 to 1888. 

33808. Was the population of the place a fluctuating one?!—It was fluctuating ; 
the population was about 300. 

33809. What is the condition of Donald now?—It is much better. 

33810. Has the population diminished ’—In 1888 when I came east there was a 
population of 250. 

33811. Are there many licensed hotels there now ?—Yes. 

33812. How many ?—I understood that they were to be reduced to three. I think, 
however, that the number was reduced to four. 

33813. At Revelstoke, how many were there !—There were two between Donald 
and Revelstoke, and I think liquor was sold at almost every place there. 

33814. What was the character of the liquor sold ?—It was spoken of as bad. 

33815. Were you at Banff too !—Yes. 

33816. How did you find the liquor there !—They had pretty good ale there. 

33817. How was it at Calgary /—It was not in my district. 

33818. Was much liquor sold at Banff ?—Yes; I believe one man was arrested for 
selling liquor there and was find $150 or about.that amount. Liquor was found in his 
possession, but it was proved that it had been brought in on a permit. 

33819. Was he selling it }—Yes. 

33820. Had men the right to sell under a permit ?—No; but they protected them- 
selves when arrested. 

33821. I suppose the liquor could not be taken from them?—Quite so, and they 
could not be fined. 

33822. What class of men were at Donald and Revelstoke in those times !—They’ 
were largely railway men working in the round-house, on construction or on the bridges. 

33823. What kind of people were engaged? Were they strangers who came in for 
the time being, or were they a portion of the regular inhabitants of the country /—It 
was during construction time and you might call it a “slab-town.” 

33824. I suppose strangers arrived in considerable numbers }—Yes, from the dif- 
ferent provinces, some even from my native province, Nova Scotia. 

33825. Did any come in from the United States 1—Not that IT know of. 

33826. Did they appear to be all Canadians /—Yes. 

Rey. ALEXANDER H. CAMERON. 
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33827. Was selling liquor all the business they had ?—I may say there was one 
thing there that would not be authorized by any other Government, a variety hall, regu- 
larly licensed by the British Columbia Government. 

33828, Was there an immoral performance !—That is what it really covered. 

33829. Was there no police supervision /—I should have judged it better to have 
had one decent and respectable place rather than half a dozen bad ones. 

33830. You mean that it would have been better to have had one regularly licensed 
house under the control of the authorities, rather than a number of unlicensed ones? 
—Yes. 

33831, At Banff, which was under the prohibitory law of the North-west Terri- 
tories, did a better condition of things prevail ?—Very much better. At that time Banff 
was in a very satisfactory state; there was no liquor sold and very little smuggling. 
The Superintendent was very strict, and he enforced the law. 

33832. Where was it that the man had a permit /—At Anthracite, five miles this 
side of Banff. 

33833. Is the population there connected with the coal mines ?—Yes. 

33834, Then it was at that place where the sale of liquor took place to which you 
have referred, and where the man was fined ?—Yes. 

33835. Were there any licensed places at Banff at that time ?—No. 

33836. Did you see anything of the operation of the four per cent law in the Ter- 
ritories /—No. 

33837. Have you been there since the license law came into operation ?—No. 

33838. How did you find the state of things in this province ?——There is very good 
order maintained here. 

33839. Are you favourable to prohibition ?—I am. 

33840. Do you think it practicable !—Yes, 

33841. Do you think it applicable 1—Yes. 

33842. Have you considered it as applicable to the country as a whole ?—From the 
observation of public contractors, who carried it out on public works that were being 
constructed while the railway was being constructed, I am of the opinion that such alaw 
could be carried out. 

33843. What was their system of enforcing it 7—On railroad construction, east of 
Winnipeg, Mr. Whitehead was in favour of prohibition, and he put the law in force. 

33844. At that time that part of the country was understood to be Keewatin, and 
there were no permits granted. Would there not be a great deal of trouble in enforcing 
such an Act ?—It was enforced with 1,100 men employed. 

33845. Who enforced it ?—The contractor with the aid of a constable. 

33846. With the aid of one constable ?—Two constables were sufficient for 37 miles 
of work. 

33847. Were not efforts made to bring in liquor !—Yes. 

33848. How were those efforts detected ?—The parties would not be long on the 
work before the constable would have information regarding them. 

33849. Did the men begin to show the effects of the liquor !—Yes. 

33850. From what point was the liquor brought in !—From Winnipeg. 

33851. Did they bring it in in different kinds of vessels /—Yes, sometimes in nitro- 
glycerine cans, sometimes in oyster cans, in barrels of sugar, etc. 

33852. Nitro-glycerine, I suppose, had to be used on the works ?—Yes; and very 
few men were found who cared to interfere with the cans. 

33853. From what you saw there, do you consider it practicable to prevent liquor 
coming into the country ?—I do. 

33854. Taking the country asa whole and the question as a whole, looking at Nova 
Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island with their vast coast lines, and the 
Province of Quebec with the Gulf of St. Lawrence running through it, and the vast 
coast line of British Columbia and the boundaries adjoining the United States, what 
system would you adopt to prevent liquor being brought in?—I do not care to enter 
into that matter. 

33855. Have you studied it all?—No ; but with a Government in favour of carry- 
ing out prohibition, I think it could be done. 
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33856. You believe it could be done with an efficient police force /—Yes. 

33857. How would you provide for the payment of the force !—The force would be 
paid by the Government. 

33858. I suppose the cost of maintaining that force should, from your point of view, 
be met by the Government placing that law in force !—I think it would be money spent 
in the right direction, 

33859. Would you be willing to bear your share of the expense of the work /— Yes. 

33860. In regard to the suppression of illicit stills, I suppose you think a special 
force would have to be appointed /—Yes, 

33861. Now illicit stills and smuggling are suppressed for license purposes, and of 
course a very small proportion of the community are in favour of smuggling and illicit 
stills : would you not have a large class to deal with in case of the enactment of a gene- 
ral prohibitory law !—Yes. 

33862. But you would increase the force and make it sufficient for the work /—Yes. 

33863. Have you considered the question of granting compensation to brewers and 
distillers for loss of plant in the event of a gener al prohibitor y law being enacted ?—I 
am not in favour of granting compensation to them, for this reason : that those men have 
had sufficient information in regard to the growth of public sentiment in favour of 
prohibition, to have taken warning. At the same time, as they were granted licenses 
for a certain term, I think they should be compensated, should pr ohibition be enacted 
for say six months, while the enforcement of the law would interfere seemingly with 
their business. 

33864. Then you would allow them compensation for loss of business for six months. 
Would you pay compensation for the machinery that brewers and distillers are required 
by the Government to put in their establishments? The Parliament from time to time 
passes laws requiring them to adopt new improvements in machinery, so that the 
Government may have a greater check on the manufacture of liquor: and, moreover, 
the Government require them to keep their stocks of liquors for at least two years for 
purposes of rectification before its sale is allowed. As Parliament has enacted laws, 
compelling distillers to put in special machinery and to keep their stocks in bond for 
two years, have they not a fair claim for compensation ?—I have not studied that part 
of the question. 

33865. Would it not seem reasonable that in each case compensation should be 
made ?—I do not think it should. 

33866. No more than in the case of the license? The law requires and compels a 
licensee to have certain fittings in his house and in his bar ?—He practically stands in 
the same position, 

33867. You would not allow him for the fittings 1—No. 

33868. But you would allow him for the months during which the license had yet 
to run ?/—Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


33869. How many years have elapsed since you left Nova Scotia ?—I left it on 
30th June this year. 

33870. What part of Nova Scotia ?—New Glasgow. 

33871, Have you knowledge generally of ears Scotia —No. 


33872. Have you ‘Sisal how local option works down there ?—I was only 
visiting there. 


3387 3. So you would not like to express an opinion !—No, I went east, and visited 
different places in connection with the Church work. 


By Judge McDonald : 


33874. Did you get to New Glasgow, by railway ?—Yes. 
33875. Were you at the hotel at the station ?— My friends lived there, and it is 
my home. 
33876. Then you did not notice whether any sale of intoxicating liquors was going 
on ?—There is very little liquor sold in New Glasgow. 
Rev. ALEXANDER H. CAMERON. 
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33877. Would you be surprised that passengers simply passing through by railway 
could visit the hotel and have intoxicating liquors sold to them at the table, publicly ?— 
Yes, I have had meals at the house outside the station, but have never observed anything 
going on like that. . 

33878. Then it will surprise you to hear of such being done 1—Yes. 


WILLIAM FERGUSON, of Brandon, wholesale liquor dealer, on being duly 
sworn, deposed as follows :— i 


By Judge McDonald : 


33879. How long have you resided in Manitoba?—Ten years last April. 

33880. During that time have you resided principally at Brandon !—Yes. 

33881. Where did you come from ?—From Edinburgh. 

33882. Were you engaged in the same business when you were in Scotland ?—Yes. 

33883. How long have you been in business here?—Ten years on 10th of next 
month. © 

33884, Without making any inquiry into your business, but taking your business 
as it is, and allowing for the increase of population since you came here, have you found _ 
the sales to be increasing or diminishing /—My business has increased, but I account for 
it by the increased population. 

33885. There has not been anything beyond an ordinary increase /—No. 

33886. Has there been any change in the character of the liquor that the people 
seem to favour /—That depends greatly on the weather. In the summer they want light 
liquors ; from now until next spring they want something stronger. 

33887. Is lager beer much consumed !—Yes, especially in summer. 

33888. Is its consumption increased in the summer months?—Yes; but the 
demand falls off in winter. 

33889. And the demand increases in summer, I suppose /—Yes, and it has increased 
with the increase in population. 

33890. Do you import from Europe direct 1—Yes. 

33891. And you also import from Ontario ?—Yes, from distillers and brewers in 
that Province, and also in Winnipeg. 

33892. Do you give your orders through travellers or direct /—Some direct and 
others go through Montreal. 

33893. In regard to imported liquors: have you any opportunity yourself of testing 
them as to purity, I mean by regular test ; or do you take them on faith, as you receive 
them /—Yes. 

33894. You receive them in the packages in which you sell them, I suppose ?—Yes. 

33895. You sell by the quart or gallon ?—Yes. 

33896. What is the smallest quantity you are licensed to sell /—A quart. 

33897. I understand you are a wholesale liquor dealer under the Manitoba License 
Act ?-—Yes. 


33898. Have you had any opportunity of observing the license law, and are you 


able to state whether it is well enforced or not?—Yes. I do not think it is enforced 


anywhere better than in Brandon. 
33899. Do you think there is any illicit sale ?—I do not think there is any. 
33900. You have no knowledge of any /—No. 
33901. Have you ever considered the question of the treatment of the persistent 
drunkard? You are aware that there are some men who are frequently before the court 
and sent to jail for short. terms ?—In regard to those people who are not able to take care 
of themselves, I think they should be taken care of. 1: 
33902. You think they should be placed under some restrictions !—The Act 
provides for that. It gives a member of a family power to get out an interdiction. 
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33903. In the case of such a man you would place him in some institution where 
drunkenness is treated as a disease /—Not at all. 

33904, Do you not think the man would manage to get liquor? Are there not some 
men in the traffic who would be disposed to supply the man whether he was under an — 
interdiction or not !—Not in this town. 

33905. Then you do not think such a man could get liquor here ?—No, 

33906. Take a man such as I have described, who is a trouble to the community, 
should he not be placed in an inebriate home or institution where he could be taken care 
of ?—I think so. 

33907. With a view to his reformation, if possible ?—Yes. 

33908. I understood you to say that the use of ight wines and ales is a matter of 
climate 1—Yes. 

33909. The Commission have been told that in Europe or at all events in the 
southern part of it, the people use light wines instead of the heavier liquors ?—Yes. 

33910. How is it in Scotland !—They mostly use whisky. 

33911. Is there any particular difference between Irish and Scotch whisky /—No; 
it is a matter of flavour. 

33912. Have you had any experience of prohibition in any country /—No, except 
in the North-west Territories. 

33913. Where were you residing ?—I was at Moose-Jaw on business. 

33914. When were you there ?—Since the railway was there. 

33915. Was prohibition long in force then !—Yes. 

33916. Was liquor sold there ?—I went there to push the permit trade. 

33917. Did you find your trip successful !—Occasionally I did. 

33918. What do you mean by pushing the permit trade ?—I went to the hotels and 

gave people a card, as I thought it was my right to do and my interest to do. 

33919. Were you able 46 get drink Yes, 

33920. How did you push. the permit trade /—I let the people know I was in the 
business, and where they could get the goods if they had permits. 

33921. Then you mean that when a man hada permit he could send it down to 
you, and y ou would furnish the liquor /— Yes. 

33922. What quantities did those permits usually cover !—Five or ten gallons at a 
time. iG first ib was two gallons at a time, but it was afterwards increased. 

33923. Were the men who had ores dealers in liquor /—No, not altogether. 
Some were, and they would go down and get a certain quantity. Then they would rebuke 
IT do not know what they did with the liquor, I presume they disposed of it. 

33924. Was there much trade built up in that way ?—Yes. 

33925. Was liquor sent out to different sections /— Yes, from here to Fort Macleod. 

33926. Not north of the line ?—Yes, to Prince Albert. 

33927. Did permits come from all those points ?—Yes. 

33928. How was the liquor shipped ?—It was shipped by express. 

33929. Did you do any business in four per cent beer !—Very little. 

33930. Did you supply it to the Territories /—Not to any extent. 

33931. Did you purchase any yourself /— Yes. 

33932. Did you think there was more than four per cent of alcohol in it /—I could 
not say. 

33933. Some one has expressed the opinion that there was more than four per cent 
in it /—Sometimes the dealers would put something in it to make it stronger. Pedlars 
sometimes would put brandy in it. 

33934. Were those pedlars going about the country ?—Yes; but that practice did 
not prevail to any great extent. There were always plenty of people who were anxious 
to go into the business. 

33935. Had you any opportunity of testing the liquor they were peddling : did 
those people adulterate the liquor very much?—I was very cautions; I was afraid of 
the iran up there, I had heard so much about it. 

33936. Supposing aman got a permit for five gallons of liquor and brought it into 
the Eanes and was going to peddle it, was it not a great temptation to him to increase 
the bulk and at the same time to endeavour to keep up the alcoholic strength ?— Exactly. 

WILiiaAM FERGUSON. 
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33937. Did you learn what substances were used: were bluestone and tobacco 
used !—I have heard so, but I could not say positively what the ingredients were. 

33938. I suppose it is hardly necessary to ask you whether you are in favour of 
the prohibition of the liquor business !—If there was prohibition the world over, I would 
certainly be favourable to it. 

33939. What about having prohibition in Manitoba ?—It would not do at all. 
There would be smuggling across the line. Some people imagine that liquor could be 
kept out, but I do not think it could, and it would come in by all kinds of ways. 

33940. In case of the enactment of a prohibitory law, would you favour the grant- 
ing of compensation to brewers and distillers for loss of plant?—I think so. They pay 
a heavy license now. I have paid $500 myself for a license. 

33941. Do you think they should be remunerated for their stock on hand ?—We 
pay a heavy license, and are obliged to carry a certain amount of liquor. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


33942. Is there smuggling of liquor now in this country, say into Manitoba, where 
there is a license law !—I do not think so, not to my knowledge. 

33943. The Commission is aware that there is extensive smuggling carried on in 
the Province of Quebec by the St. Lawrence route ?—Yes ; but I do not think that pre- 
vails now. - If, however, prohibition were enacted, there would be a great many enter 
the business. 

33944. Is it not a fact that at the present time nearly three-fourths of the total 
cost of whisky is in the duties; should not, therefore, the trade be profitable ?—There 
is not a large enough quantity sold to make it pay. 

33945. Is that because the preventive officers along the line are on the alert ?—Yes. 

33946. Do you think the same officers might prevent smuggling if there was prohi- 
bition !--Taking the position now, there are too many in the trade to allow liquor to 
come in in that way because they could not sell it. If liquor was brought in under a 
general prohibitory law, then it would be very different, because lots of men would go 
and inform. . 

33947. Would they inform now ?—They would, if they could find it out. 

33948. The impression was given the Commission in Quebec that considerable 
quantities of liquor smuggled there were bought up at reduced rates by the dealers and 
also by the distillers?’—Indeed. I have found in this country, where there is local 
option in force, you cannot get the same accommodation at hotels as where there is 
license. 

33949. You do not think it is easy to run a hotel without the sale of liquor ?—Not 
in this country. 

33950. Why?—TI think it is because the people eat so much ; the hotel-keeper 
has to sell liquor in order to help to feed the people who do not use liquor. 

33951. In order to feed the people who do not buy drinks ?—That is about it. 

33952. Is that fair to the hotel-keeper and fair to the people themselves ?—He will 
lose on the food and make it up at the bar. 

33953. Suppose ten men go to an hotel, and five are people who are total abstainers 
and five take drink, and the hotel proprietor charges $2 per day each. The five total 
abstainers pay $2 per day, and think they are paying for the food they get; but it now 
appears that that is not the case, for the hotel man is not receiving his own from them, 
but he is making sufficient out of the other five men at the bar to help him feed those 
five total abstainers. Is that true !—I think it is. 

33954. Should not the hotel proprietor charge those total abstainers more /—If 
they could go to a house and pay $1 per day, they would not pay $2. 

33955. Do you not think that self respecting men want to pay for what they get? 
—They usually do. 

33956. Are there any men in Brandon who get drunk ?—I think there are occasion- 
ally, but they are very few. 

33957. I suppose they buy drink at the licensed places ?— Yes. 

. 33958. I understood you to say concerning those people who cannot take care of 
themselves and who get drunk, that no one in Brandon would sell to such people? — Yes. 
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33959. Not if they were under interdiction ?—They would not sell to men under 


interdiction, because they would not dare to do so. 
33960. Do you sell retail as well as wholesale ?—I am a wholesale and retail dealer. 


Rey. JAMES WOODSWORTH, of Brandon, on being duly sworn, deposed as 
follows :— 


by Judge McDonald : 


33961. To what Church do you belong !—I belong to the Methodist Church. 

33962. What position do you hold 1—T am Super intendent of Missions in Manitoba 
and the North-west Territories. 

33963. How long have you lived in Manitoba /—A little over ten years. 

33964. How long have you lived in Brandon /—Seven years. 

33965. Did you live in the Territories at any time ?—No ; I have not lived there. 

33966. You have travelled there, I suppose /—Yes. 

33967. We have the deliverance of your Church as given by the General Assembly 
at Montreal in 1890. I suppose you have read it /—Yes. 

33968. As a minister and as an individual, do you concur in that deliverance /— 
Yes. 

33969, Have you seen the working of prohibition in the North-west Territories ? 
— Yes. 

33970. Are you able to say whether under that system the people could obtain 
liquor or not ?—I have seen men drunk, and I presume they purchased the liquor. 

33971. How have you found matters in Brandon and in Manitoba generally ? 
Have you found this to be a sober and law-abiding community ?—If I spoke compara- 
tively, that is judging from the other provinces, I should say they are. 

33972. But you think the people are law-abiding on the whole ?—I think so. | 

33973. You are opposed to the present license law, of course /— Yes. is, 

33974. Do you think that the licensing of the tr affic is in itself sinful /—I do not 
know exactly how to answer that question. 

33975. We have met some witnesses in Winnipeg and in other parts of Canada 
who took the ground that it was sinful to license at all, and I simply wished to elicit 
your opinion on that point, before asking you in regard to the license law /—There has 
been a doubt in my mind whether pr ohibition under some circumstances, for instance as 

-I saw it in some parts of the Territor 1es, was better than license. But even if I were 
to suppose that license under some circumstances might perhaps be better than pro- 
hibition under certain circumstances, that would hardly answer your question. I have 
had no personal experience, and I do not know how JI could give an opinion on the 
matter. 

33976. Do you consider the licensing of drinking to be a sin ’—I am inclined to 
that view. . 

33977. Knowing nothing as to what the effect of untrammelled sale would be, you 
are unable to say whether a license law would be preferable !—I could not. 

33978. Taking the license law as it is, and assuming that it is the law, could you 
suggest any amendment to it!—No; I have nothing to offer. 

33979. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, would you favour the 
granting of compensation to brewers and distillers for loss of plant /—TI cannot see why 
they should be compensated. 

33980. You would be opposed to that proposition /—Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


33981. In your position as Superintendent of the Missions Board of Manitoba and 
the North-west Territories, have you observed whether the liquor traftic as it has been 
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generally carried on and the liquor habit have produced injurious effects on the business, 
social and moral interests of the country, or have they produced beneficial effects 1—I 
think the liquor trafic affects unfavourably the moral and religious, and I would also 
say the business interests of the community. 

33982. As a minister, have you observed in your own personal work as well as in 
your position as having superintendence of the work of other ministers, that the liquor 
traffic is an interference with Christian work !—Yes. 

33983. Have you observed whether the liquor traffic is in any degree responsible 
for crime and poverty, domestic trouble, neglect of children and neglect of religion ?— 
Undoubtedly so, in a very large degree. 

33984. Do you know of anything else that is in an equal degree responsible for 
those troubles ?—Nothing else that I am aware of. 

33985, I think you have already stated your belief in the principle of prohibition ? 
Yes. 

33986. Do you think there would be any trouble in enforcing prohibition if enacted 
by the whole of the people, because whatever is done by Parliament is done by the will 
of the people? Notwithstanding apparent difficulties, do you think it would be 
practicable to enforce such a law !—If the people would put a principle of that kind 
before their party politics, it could be carried out. 

33987. Then you think that politics interfere ?—Yes. 

33988. In the North-west Territories, have you observed the operation of the permit 
system ?—In the early days of the permit system, permits were granted for small 
quantities of liquor, and later the law was so construed that persons were allowed by 
permit to bring in quantities of even 100 gallons for purpose of sale. Did you observe 
the condition of things under those two systems !—-My experience in the Territories only 
dates back five years. 

33989-90. That would be back to 1887 ?—Yes. 

33991. Did you observe that the permit system was administered with a great 
deal of looseness and that scarcely any discretion was exercised in regard to it /—It was 
generally reported that this was the case, and later on, in 1889, permits to bring in 
quantities of liquor for sale were granted. 

33992. Have you observed whether there is any difference in the quantity of liquor 
consumed and the drinking habits of the people generally under the present license law 
as compared with the permit system ?—Of course the present system has been in opera- 
tion only a very few months. As yet I have visited the Territories only once, but the 
general impression, as expressed to me in various parts of the country, was that the 
drinking had been far in excess of what it was previously. 


EDWARD JUKES, of Brandon, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald: 


33993. What is your occupation?—I am Manager of this branch of the Im- 
perial Bank. 

33994. How long have you resided in Manitoba ?—13 years this December. 

33995. How long have you resided in Brandon !—10 years last April. 

33996. Did you come here from one of the other provinces !—I came from Ontario, 
from Toronto, to Winnipeg ; but I originally resided in St. Catharines. 

33997. Have you seen a good deal of change in this country since you came here? 
—Yes. 

33998. Have you noticed any change in regard to the customs of the people regard- 
ing the use of intoxicating beverages!—I cannot say that I have noticed very much 
change. I have seen a good deal of drinking and late hours, but considering everything, 
there is very little drinking in this province. 

33999. Are the people sober and law-abiding people !—They certainly are. 
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34000. Have you observed the working of the license law in this particular com- 
munity, whether it is reasonably well enforced and observed by the people ?—I have not 
paid very much attention to it. 

34001. Have you considered the question of high license and the limitation of the 
number of licenses or any of the questions in connection with the liquor traffic 7—I can- 
not say that I have considered them. I do not think a few more licenses would make 
any difference. 

34002. Suppose by legislation, either the hotel bar or the saloon bar had to be done 
away with, which would it be better to dispense with in the interest of the community ? 
—I should say the saloon bar. 

34003. I suppose you have no knowledge as to whether illicit sale takes place here 
or not /—No. 

34004. Take your business as an example: have you found that the liquor traffic 
has any particular effect on it /—Of course in this district it has very little effect. There 
is only one brewer here and his output is very small. The eftect would, of course, be 
greater in larger places, where there are distilleries and large breweries. 

34005. What I desire to inquire is this, whether the drink trade has any effect on 
the business of the community as a whole, and whether you find it is at all disadvan- 
tageous !—It is certainly a very dangerous thing, this drink, but I have had very little 
experience that way. In this section it has not affected our business in any way. 

34006. Have you considered the question of general prohibition for the whole 
Dominion: have you ever lived in a prohibition country /—No, I never have. I am 
opposed to prohibition. 

34007. Are you opposed to prohibidods in principle !—Yes. I think it takes away 
a man’s right, to a certain extent, to think and act for himself. 

34008. Supposing that such a law were passed, do you think it would be practic- 
able, and that it could be enforced ?—I do not think that it could be carried out in a 
satisfactory manner, or that it would be backed up by the voice of the people. I would 
be more inclined to close up the bars and let treating be done away with. I think such 
a measure would do more good than actual prohibition. 

34009. You think there must be a very strong change of public sentiment in its 
favour before such a measure could be successfully carried out 1—Yes. 

34010. What difficulties would you apprehend in the way of carrying out such a 
law ?—There are certain classes who will have liquor at any cost, and there is no doubt 
that they will find some means of getting it, and will get it. 

34011. Have you considered the question of granting compensation to brewers and 
distillers for plant and machinery, in the event of the enactment of a general prohibitory 
law !—I certainly think they should be remunerated. 

34012. Have you had any experience in Europe, where light wines and light beers 
are used !/—No. 

34013. It has been suggested that probably the use of light wines and beers might 
be desirable in this country, the use of them toa larger extent than at present, in 
preference to stronger liquors ?/—I think that would tend to reduce the ill effects of the 
liquor trade. 

34014. Have you ever considered the question of the treatment of the persistent 
drunkard, the man who is constantly before the police court and is sent to jail for short 
terms, and then is back again? Have you considered whether it would be advisable to 
place such a man in an institution for inebriates !—Yes, I maintain that that should be 
done with a view to his reformation. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


34015. How would you maintain those inebriate homes ?—I would have them 
organized as they are in the United States. 

34016. Does the State maintain them /—Yes. 

34017. You have stated that if either the hotel or saloon bar was to be abolished, 
you would do away with the saloon. Please state your reason for discriminating against 
the saloon and in favour of the hotel bar ?—I do not know of any reason in particular, 
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but I think there is more drinking going on in the saloon than in the hotel bar, because 
the hotel bar is principally used by the guests of the house, and there is not as much 
drinking as arule. That, at all events, has been my experience. 

34018. Then you think the saloon is more dangerous as a drinking place !—Yes ; 
because the proprietor of the hotel will certainly endeavour to see that his bar is carried 
on in an orderly manner, and he will only employ men who will not allow liquor to be 
given to any man who is inclined to any extent to create disorder. 

34019. I think the law prohibits the sale to any drunken man, and also after cer- 
tain hours and on Sunday. Do you think saloon men are not careful as to whether they 
sell to drunken men or to sober men ?—I do not think they are as careful as they might 
be ; I do not think the law is carried out as strictly as it should be. 

34020. It is claimed by some persons that the hotel bar is more dangerous than the 
saloon bar, for this reason: that while, on the one hand, the saloon is a place where 
liquor is sold, and where only men who have developed taste for liquor visit, and for the 
purpose only of getting drink, and do not hesitate about going there ; on the other hand, 
the hotel bar is more dangerous because young men who have not the drinking habit 
formed strongly, can go there for the ostensible purpose of seeing a friend or a news- 
paper, and for other purposes, and at the same time they can go into the bar without 
being noticed and contract the habit of drinking. Have you ever thought of the matter 
in that light 1—No, I have not. 

34021. Then, in your opinion, the saloon bar is the greater danger ?—It might pro- 
bably be so. 

34022. You have heard and read no doubt that there are certain people who think 
that the drink trade, as it exists, is a menace to their boys and girls, to the weak and 
unwary, and to the community in its business, social and moral interests. Have these 
people not the right to try and rid themselves of what they consider to be a danger ?—I 
certainly think that if prohibition, supported by public opinion, could be carried out, it 
would be a good thing, and I for one would be only too glad to see it brought about. 

34023. Then you think it would be a good thing, if it could be enforced ?—I think 
so, if it could be strictly enforced according to law. 

34024. So it is a question of the practicability of enforcing it, rather than a ques- 
tion of principle !—I hardly think it is a practicable thing. 

34025. Have you thought whether the recent plebiscite in Manitoba means that the 
people would like to have prohibition !—I think they would like to have it. 

34026. Do you think when the people of Manitoba, by 12,000 votes, expressed 
themselves in favour of prohibition, that they knew what it meant ?—I think they did. 

34027. As a business man, having charge of a bank, have you observed that the 
diversion of a considerable sum of money, expended in a place like Brandon, on drink, 
is a diversion from other channels in which money might be more suitably employed !— 
Yes, it might be used in a better way. 

34028. Take Brandon : there are eight places licensed to sell liquor. It would not 
be an over estimate to place the sales at each place at $25 per day, which would be $200 
per day for all, and that sum for 300 days would give $60,000 per annum. Take that 
$60,000 which goes into the liquor saloons in Brandon in the course of a year, do you 
suppose that if that money were turned into other channels, it would be productive of 
greater benefit ?—It most certainly would affect business and improve it. I think in 
many cases, such as sickness, liquor is beneficial and is absolutely needed. There are no 
doubt men who use it to excess in any case, but at the same time prohibition would stop 
those who can take a glass of ale occasionally, which no doubt does them good, men who 
do not care to take liquor to excess. 

340284. The prohibition that is spoken of in this country and in every country you 
are aware, no doubt, is limitation of liquor for beverage purposes simply.—I hardly 
understand this prohibition : is it prohibition of the manufacture ! 

34028. Yes, of the manufacture, importation and sale of alcoholic liquors for 
beverage purposes !—Quite so. 


By Judge McDonald : 


34028¢. Do you think that probably if the money was not spent on liquor, 
it would find its way into other channels of expenditure of a better kind? Is 
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there not something in the idea of people being allowed to spend their own money as 
they please? If the money spent on fast horses and on theatre parties were expended 
in other ways, would it not be better if put into regular channels of trade ?—Yes ; there 
is a good deal to be said on both sides. 

34029. So far as expenditure goes, is there not the question of the right of people 
to spend their own money as they please !— Certainly. 

34030. In regard to the question as to the hotel and saloon bar. The question has 
been put to you as to whether, taking sample cases of young men, a young man might 
not go into a hotel to see a friend on business and going there be tempted, and thereby 

.evil be done, and you have said that it is possible. On the other hand, are there not 
many young men, who would not go into a hotel and drink before the guests, but who 
would slip quietly into a saloon and drink ?—That is the case. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


34031. Do you think prohibition is an attempt to make people spend their money 
in other ways than they desire /—No; I understand the meaning of prohibition to be to 
prohibit liquor coming into the country at all and the use of it as a beverage. 

34032. Do you consider a prohibition law, whatever may be your view of prohibition, 
is educative, because the liquor trattic is, all things considered, a great injury to the 
country at large /—Yes ; I believe so. 

34033. And it does not compel men to spend money in some way or other, but it is 
viewed as a means of preventing the evils that result from the drink traftic ?—Yes. 

34034. That is the belief of its advocates, I think ?—Yes. 


STEPHEN CLEMENT, of Brandon, Sheriff of the Western Judicial District of 
Manitoba, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


34035. How long have you resided in Manitoba?!—I came here in the spring 
of 1880. 

34036. Have you resided all that time in Brandon’—No. I resided in the North- 
west Territories, at Shoal Lake, and came to Brandon in 1882. 

34037. How long have you been Sheriff ?—-Since 26th July, 1882. 

34038. Did you come here from Ontario !—Yes. 

34039. What county ?—The county of Simcoe. I resided at Barrie. 

34040. Did you leave Simcoe before the Scott Act came into force ?—I think the 
Act was passed before I left; but I would not be sure whether it was the Scott Act 
or not. 

34041. Have you seen the working of prohibition in the North -west Territories !— 
Yes ; I have had some experience of it. 

34042, How did it operate in the Territories /—In some ways it was beneficial, but 
it was a farce to a great extent, I think. 

34043, Did the people have intoxicating liquors to drink?—They would get a 
cargo or a similar quantity occasionally, and then they would get together and drink to 
excess ; they were not moderate about their drinking. 

34044. They would use up the cargo, I suppose ?—Yes, I remember up at Shoal 
Lake there was a case of a merchant and a farmer. The farmer got a five gallon cargo, 
and both of them soon got the worse of liquor, and the merchant went home without his 
boots. 

34045. What became of the farmer ?—The farmer looked after the merchant, and 
took him home. 

34046. That liquor was got under permit /—Yes. 

34047, Was liquor ever smuggled into the Territories /—Yes. 

Epwarpb JUKES. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, MANITOBA. 207 


34048. Do you know anything about the character of the liquor, whether it was 
adulterated with compounds or not !—There was bad liquor there. There was liquor 
used for medicine that was fixed up with different articles, and flavored. 

34049. And with Pain-killer !—Yes, lots of Pain-killer. 

34050. Were these liquors consumed by the people for beverage purposes ?—Yes ; 
by ‘a few of them. 

34051. Referring to Brandon: have you found this to be a law-abiding and sober 
community /—It is about equal to the average. 

34052. Does it compare favourably with what you have known of communities in 
Ontario ?—I think so. 

34053. Have you charge of the prisons in the district as chief executive ofticer of 
the western judicial district !— Yes. 

34054. Have you much crime /—Not for as large a district as this. 

34055. How many prisoners have you in jail /—Probably five or six. 

34056. What charges are against them!—A good many prisoners are there for 
larceny. 

34057. Have you ever known a large proportion of them committed owing to the 
use of intoxicating liquor’—In regard to the prisoners now in jail, I could not say 
much about them; but taking prisoners generally, I think that probably the greater 
proportion of the crimes are committed through liquor. 

34058. You mean directly or indirectly ?—Yes. 

34059. Have you observed the working of the license law here ?—Not very 
particularly. 

34060.-Are there any amendments you are able to suggest to that law with a view 
to making it more effective /—No. 

34061. Have you reason to believe that there is illicit sale of liquor at Brandon ?— 
I do not know of any. 

34062. Do your duties cause you to travel much over the country /—Not much. 

34063. Do you employ a deputy /—Yes. I travel a little sometimes. 

34064. In your travelling do you learn facts to lead one to suppose that there is 
illicit sale carried on ?—I think there are places without license that bring in liquor 
occasionally. 

34065. But you have no personal experience on that point, I suppose /—No. 

34066. Have you considered the question of the treatment of the man who is 
habitually before the Police Court for drunkenness, and who is imprisoned for short 
terms? Are you able to say whether it would be desirable to lock up such men for long 
terms in inebriate asylums ?—TI have never given that matter much consideration. The 
cases that come under my notice are so varied. There are some men who take a little 
occasionally and are made drunk ; it would be a pity to take them from their friends. 

34067. In am not speaking of that class of man, but of those who are constantly 
before the Police Court and are sentenced for short terms?—I would decidedly approve 
of putting them in inebriate asylums when they are of no good to their families. 

34068. Coming to the question of prohibition : are you favourable to prohibition as 
a principle /—I am. 

34069. What do you think of the practicability of enforcing a general measure !/— 
I think it could be enforced with very little difficulty. 

34070. What machinery would you adopt for the purpose of enforcing it /—I have 
never gone into that. 

34071. But that is one of the questions we have to face. We have a country with 
a coast line on two oceans. The Maritime Provinces occupy a,large coast line ; Prince 
Edward Island is entirely surrounded by :the sea; there is the Gulf of the St. Lawrence 
River running up into Quebec ; then there is the United States boundary, and the Pacific 
Ocean on the west: take the sentiment in those Provinces: consider the strong 
prohibitory sentiment in the Maritime Provinces, the strong feeling in Quebec opposed 
to prohibition, Ontario probably in the balance, and the strong feeling in British 
Columbia against it: would enforcement throughout the whole of the country be 
practicable, or would you look upon enforcement only in this Province as practicable? 
Tf so, how would you deal with the provinces opposed to it ?—I think it should be their 


208 ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC. 


duty to see that liquor was not brought in. I hold that without incurring very great 

expense, liquor might be kept out. There are a great many people who say that if 

liquor was not manufactured, there would be no difficulty, and if respectable men were 
ut as officers, men who would not accept bribes, the law could be carried out. 

34072. In regard*to the Customs law and Inland Revenue law, have you not in 
each of these cases a law that has the sympathy of the great bulk of the people all over 
the country behind it /—Yes. 

34073. Would you have that weight of sentiment with you if there were a prohi- 
bitory law enacted ?—I think we would. 

34074. Do you think that at least two of the Provinces which would be against it 
would fall into line and support it ?-—-I should not like to speak very much about those 
provinces that would oppose it. The French people are quite different from Ontario 
people and are more disposed to drink; I have had very little experience of them, 
however. 

34075-76. Would not the occupation of Collectors of Customs and Inland Revenue 
be gone in the event of the enactment of such a law, for there would be no inland revenue 
to collect—of course there might be some in Quebec? Would you have ofticers specially 
appointed to enforce such a law ?—I have not given much consideration to the matter, 
but at the same time it appears to me that if it was the duty of the police constables 
and officers to get information and if there was a penalty attached in case of their failing 
to do so, the work would be done. 

34077. You would require those officers who are connected with the administration 
of justice to look after the enforcement of a general prohibitory law !—That is a good 
idea, stated briefly. 

34078. Would you favour the granting of compensation to brewers and distillers for 
loss of plant, in the event of the enactment of a general prohibitory law !—My idea is 
that where they have been running, say five years, they have had a pretty good oppor- 
tunity of making money and compensation should not be very extensive, though I think 
some remuneration might be advisable under some circumstances. 

34079. It has been suggested in the case of licensees, that in the event of such a 
law being passed, it would be fair to remunerate them for loss of business during the 
year for which they have licenses. What is your opinion in regard to that matter ?—It 
does not seem just and equitable to give those men licenses for a year and then take 
away their business. It appears to me they should be allowed to run out their year ; if 
not, recompense should be made them for the balance of the time. 

34080. Have you considered at all the ‘question of the encouragement of the con- 
sumption of light wines and beers in preference to heavier liquors ?—I have not. 


JOHN A. MACDONALD, M.D., of Brandon, on being duly sworn, deposed as 


follows :— 
By Judge McDonald: 


34081. Of what college are you a graduate !—-Of Trinity College, Toronto, and I 
am also M.R.C.S. 

34082. How long have you resided in Manitoba /—Nine years. 

34083. How long have you resided in Brandon ?—All that time. 

34084. From what province did you come ?—From Ontario. 

34085. From what county ?—I came from St. Catharines, in Lincoln county. 

34086. During the period of your residence in Brandon, have you noticed any 
change in the social customs of the people in regard to the use of intoxicating liquors? 

—No, I do not think there has been any. I came here after the boom days. 
STEPHEN CLEMENT. 
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34087. Do you find that the people here are sober and law-abiding people !—Very 
much so. . 

34088. Have you observed whether the license law is fairly well observed ?—I 
think it is well observed. 

34089. Have you reason to suppose that there is any illicit sale of liquor in Bran- 
don ?—At the present time I have no idea of any liquor being sold outside of licensed 
places. 

34090. Have you had, in the course of your medical practice, any reason to suppose 
that the liquors consumed are impure and adulterated !— Yes. 

34091. Do you refer to imported liquors !—I refer to Canadian liquors. 

34092. What is the trouble about them ?—I could not say what the trouble is, but 
some of them are very weak. The whisky that is supposed to be imported is adulter- 
ated with water. There is an acrid taste to the whisky. The brandy prescribed by 
me for my patients and obtained by them was very poor, unless they got Hennessy. 

34092a. Are those liquors imported 1—They are made here. 

34093. Are they supposed to be imported !—They are supposed to be imported. 

34094. We have had evidence before the Commission that a certain class of brandy 
is unported from Europe and sold at wholesale in Canada for $1.40 a case, each case 
containing two dozen bottles. That price includes the liquor, the bottle, the straw cov- 
ering, the capsule, the label, the cork, the package and the freight from Europe, and the 
liquor is sold at $1.40 per case of two dozen bottles in Canada. Could you hope at such 
a price to obtain pure brandy ?—Certainly not. 

34095. Have you ever considered the question of the treatment of the persistent 
drunkard, the man who goes from the police court to the jail for short terms and back 
again !—We have a few here. 

34096. Is that a wise ccurse to pursue, or would it be better to enact a law to 
place such men in an inebriate asylum!—Those people are divided into two or three 
classes. I have patients admitted to the hospital, who have come to me and asked me 
to have them interdicted ; and I have known two or three to be interdicted and never 
take a drink during the whole term of their interdiction. There are some, on the other 
hand, who beg so hard for drink, after they had been interdicted, that the interdiction 
is of no use, for they will get liquor somewhere. That class of men should be confined 
in inebriate asylums. 

34097. Have you considered the advisability of encouraging the use of light wines 
and beers with a view to diminishing the use of the heavier liquors /—Yes. 

34098. Have you considered the question of prohibition !—In the first place, I do 
not know what prohibition is. 

34099. I mean the prohibition of the manufacture, importation and sale of intoxi- 
cating liquors for beverage purposes, and allowing their use for medicinal and sacra- 
mental purposes. Of course under such prohibition a man could not have liquors in his 
own house ’—Certainly. 

34100. That is national prohibition as asked for in this Dominion. Do you think 
such a law would be advisable ?—I do not think it is practicable. 

34101. Do you think it could be enforced?—No. A continental law might be 
enforced. 

34102. You refer to a law prohibiting the manufacture on the continent ?— Yes. 

34103. With the great length of sea coast, with vessels constantly arriving, do you 
believe that continental prohibition could be enforced t—I do not think it is possible to 
entirely prohibit the sale or use of liquors. 

34104. What is the effect on a community of having on the statute-book a law that 
is persistently and flagrantly violated?—I think it has a demoralizing effect on. the 
community. 

34105. You mean on the public conscience?—Yes. I think it is hable to turn our 
average citizens, or at least a proportion of them, into illicit dealers. 

34106. Do you think if such a law were passed and then flagrantly and persistently 
violated, it would be an educator for good ?—Yes, for good. his 

34107. In what way ?—I think if a majority of the people are against drinking, 
some people will go with the majority, quite a few will be so influenced. If men know 
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that the sentiment of the country is for prohibition, many of them who take drink now 
will not ta,xe drink under other circumstances. 

34108. Is that the way it would be beneficial ’—Yes. 

34109. And you do not think that it could be practically enforced 1—No. 

34110. Do you think is would be advisable to grant compensation to brewers and 
distillers for loss of plant, in the event of the enactment of a generat prohibitory law ? 
—They have been recognized by the law, and to come down and say that they will not 
carry on their business any longer would certainly be unjust. I think if a prohibitory 
law were passed, they should be a lowed timein which to change their distilleries into 
other manufacturing establishments and to make other inyestments of their capital. 
They should obtain five or ten years time in which to make those changes. 

34111. We have had evidence given by a reverend gentleman frum his point of view, 
that in the event of the passage of such a law, it would be reasonable that men in the 
trade whose licenses have not expired should r.ceive remuneration for loss of business 
during the balance of the year or term, or they should be allowed to run to the end of 
their term ’—-I do not think that that is enough. 

34112. You think that they should receive more, that is the licensed dealers ? 
—Yes. If a maninvests $4,000 or $5,000 in the trade under the present license sys- 
tem, I do not think it is sufficient to allow him the balance of his license, say for six 
months. 

34113. Then you would allow him something for loss of investment I suppose? 
—Yes, and allow him an opportunity to get into some other kind of business. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


34114. Why would you encourage the use of light wines and beers ? 
not think they are at all detrimental to health. 

34115. You think the encouragement of their use would practically do away with 
the use of strong liquors /—Yes. I certainly think so. 

34116. Have you been in France ?—Yes, for a short time only. 

34117. Ithas ben claimed that the use of light wines by the people are quite com- 
mon, that they form part of the daily food !—Tuat is so. 

34118. It is claimed that among people under such circumstances there is very 
little drunkenness ; yet, against that statement, it is alleged that generally after a gene- 
ration or more there nas been an increase in the alcoholic habit. It is necessary to 
state against that contention that some people urge that the increased use of strong 
liquor is because of the lessened supply of li:ht wines, on account of the damage done to 
the vines by the phyllox»ra. Do you think the use of wines is evil, for when the supply 
is diminished the people resort to strong liquors: would it seem to indic»te that there is 
an appetite for stimulants that must be satisfied in some way ?—I understand that you 
wish t know whether I believe the use of light wines creates and keeps up an appevite 
for stimulants. 

34119. Yes. That is a question which is regulated by ditterent circumstances. For 
instance, the use of light wines in this country would be so expensive that I do not think 
the use of them would ever be as general as in Paris and France, so 1 cannot exactly 
answer that question. 

34120. You think the general use of light wines is scarcely applicable to our condi- 
tions !—I do not think it is. Of course, as regards light beers it is a different m»tter. 

34121. Asa practising physician, have you observed whether the use of intoxi- 
cants is detrimental to health /—I certainly believe that the use of intoxicants in excess 
is detrimen al to health. 

34122. Is the habitua! use of intoxicants detrimental to health ?—I do not know 
what you mean by habituul use. 

34123. Let me tell you what I mean: I mean the use of some intoxicant every day, 
perhaps a glass of beer in the morning and at noon and at night, or a glass of wine with 
an occasional g'ass of brandy, but not drinking to excess in the sense of getting half seas 
over or anything of that kind, but the habitual use of alcohol every day at home ?—I do 
not think that a glass of beer or a giass of wine would cause the slightest damage to any 
one. 


Because I do 
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34124. Have you noticed whether the habitual user confines himself to that, or 
whether there is a strong tendency to increase the use ?—I have never seen a man whom 
I have known turn into a drunkard. The drunkards I have seen have been ready made. 
I have never seen the process of incubation. 

34125. Do you think they were born that way ?—I think there is an element of 
truth in that ; I think it is an inherited complaint. — 

34126. Have you noticed whether the children of habitual users are more likely in 
any degree to become users in a larger degree than their parents?—No. I may quote 
my own family in that regard. My father also had whisky in his house; there were 
seven boys, and none of us have drunk to excess, and we can either take it or leave it 
alone. I have left it alone, and have never taken a drink for two or three years at a 
time, and I do not know that I have ever been the worse for liquor. 

34127. Were you the better or worse during the time you prohibited yourself ?— 
I do not think I was as well, if I tell the honest truth. 

34128. You think your general health was not as good ?—I do not think I was quite 
as bright, although I must say that I do not drink liquor at any time sufficient to 
stimulate me. I take a glass of beer, or if late at night I come home tired, I take a 
glass of whisky and water. I am not, however, a habitual user of it. 

34129. You spoke of some people being ready made with an inherited appetite for 
alcohol. -That appetite most surely was not an original one ?—That is, of course, open 
to discussion. 

34130. Would not that be a matter of heredity at any rate !— There are some people 
who must do things out of order. I remember a man who smoked to excess if he had 
nothing to drink. He was a practising physician, and sometimes he would take a little 
chloroform. It seemed that he was bound to do something out of the common. 

34131. I suppose that would not be to his benefit !—No. 

34132. Then you do not think it injures a man to use alcohol moderately /—It does 
not. 

34133. Take a man with a severe fever: has such a patient any better chance of 
recovery if he happens to be a total abstainer !—I do not think a total abstainer has 
any advantage over a man who has taken liquor in moderation during his life time. 

34134. Do you think the bar-room is a necessary institution /—No. 

34135. Do you think that it would be a good thing in the interest of the community 
to abolish the bar-room !—Yes. Looking at it from my point of view, no stimulant 
should be furnished without food. 

34136. You mean as part of the daily diet Yes, if taken at all. 

34137. Do you think the people who do not take it are better or worse without it ? 
—I know some men who would be in better health if they took stimulants from time to 
time. 

34138. Would they be few or many !—They would form a very large minority. 


By Judge McDonald: 

34139. Speaking as to the question of persons taking alcohol habitually : are there 
not thousands of people who take a glass of ale or a glass of wine and never go beyond 
that !—I suppose so. 

34140. Is it not true, as a matter of history, that in France for generations, for 
hundreds of years, the people have been drinking light wines !—I suppose such has been 
the case. 

34141. Do you find that the use has been productive of bad results /— Vin ordinaire 
is used everywhere. There is a matter in regard to prohibition I should like to make a 
remark about. A prohibition vote has been recently given in this Province. Although 
I believe that the people who voted for prohibition, at least the majority of them, 
believed that prohibition for the whole Dominion would be a good thing, I do not believe 
that half of the people who voted at the plebiscite believed in prohibition for the 
Province. 

By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 

34142. On what do you base that opinion /—I do not see how prohibition in the 

province could be carried out, if it cut off the revenue from the traffic. Under such con- 
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ditions I do not see how the provisions of such a law could be carried out. If the Act 
were general all over the Dominion, then, of course, the Dominion having power to tax 
other articles could make up the deficit ; but take local prohibition in Manitoba, it could 
not be carried out. 

34143. Do you think prohibition in Manitoba would reduce the federal revenue ?— 
T do not know about that. 


By Judge McDonald : 


34144. The revenue at present obtained from liquor taxes would have to be raised 
in some other way, I suppose ?—I do not know how it could be done. 

34145. Have the people of Manitoba decided this question by the plebiscite 1— 
There was a meeting here, and the President of the Prohibition Society, Mr. Mulock, 
was present. I asked, ‘“ Is this prohihition for the whole Dominion or for Manitoba?” 
He said: “The idea is to get the vote of the people of the different provinces by a 
plebiscite, and as soon as the people have declared in favour of prohibition, we can then 
go to the Federal Government for a general prohibitory law.” So, I say this is an 
indication that the people do not want prohibition in Manitoba alone. 

34146. So Mr. Mulock laid it down that, when all the provinces of the Dominion 
had decided in favour of prohibition by a plebiscite, the prohibitionists could go to the 
National Government for a national prohibitory law /—The point I make is this: It is 
generally taken that the people of Manitoba want prohibition for the province, because 
there is a feeling that way ; but I think the large majority of the provinces do not care 
for prohibition, and I think the large majority of prohibitionists would not care for it 
in Manitoba if in the rest of the Dominion the traffic were free. 

34147. Do you believe that when the people of Manitoba voted at that plebiscite, 
they voted in sober earnest? The assertion has been made that they did so; if that 
were the case, and the people were anxious for prohibition, would they not be willing. If 
necessary, to add to their provincial taxation /—I do not believe that the majority of the 
people want prohibition in Manitoba and the rest of the Dominion to be free, for this 
reason, it would be a very great expense to prevent the entrance of liquor into this pro- 
vince, surrounded as it would be by provinces where there would be free trade. I 
believe that if the people were to vote again, and the question were to be put before 
them, they would not vote for prohibition. 

34148. Do you believe that their principles are so weak that they would allow their 
feelings to interfere with them ?—I think that a very large number who voted for it 
would look at it in that light. If it did not affect the revenue of the province, I think 
they would be in favour of trying it. 

34149. Did not some people vote for prohibition because they wished to get rid of 
the evils of drink, and thought that this might be a way of getting rid of them ?—I voted 
myself with that idea. If it were a question between high license, so that a man earn- 
ing $1 or $1.25 per day would be unable to obtain sufficient drink to make himself 
drunk, and prohibition, I would vote for high license, because that is practicable and 
prohibition is not. 

34150. So you voted for prohibition on account of its principle?’—Yes; I should 
like to see less drunkenness. 

34151. Do you think that others voted for it for the same reason ?—Yes. 

34152. You have had experience of the Scott Act, I believe?—No; but I have seen 
many results of it. I hold that a man who wants a drink should be able to get it. I 
refused to sign a petition for local option when it was brought round. 

34153. It has been stated in some sections of the province, where the Scott Act has 
been in force, and where it is kept in force by the repeated efforts of the people, that the 
system by which men who are in the trade are fined for the first offence $50, but which 
never goes beyond the first offence, was equivalent to a system of high license. These 
fines go into the public treasury, and thus save the people from direct taxation. I need 
hardly ask whether you are in favour of a system of that kind?—It should be done on 
business principles or not at all; if prohibition is intended, it should be prohibition. 
From my point of view I prefer high license, because that is practicable, while the other 
is a farce. 

34154. Have you any suggestions you desire to offer to the Commission !—No. 

J. A. Macpona.p. 
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Rey. W. H. JENKINS, of Brandon, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


34155. With what church are you connected ?—I am pastor of the Baptist Church 
here. 

34156. How long have you resided in Manitoba ?—Two years last June. 

34157. Have you been all that time in Brandon ?—Yes. 

34158. Where did you reside before that time !—In Cumberland County, Nova 
Scotia. 

34159. Cumberland County is, I understand, under the Scott Act ?—Yes. 

34160. How long did you reside there ?—I was there at two different times, the 
first time for six months, and then for one year. 

34161. Was that just before you came here °—Just before I came here. 

34162. In what place did you reside ?—At Advocate. 

34163. Did you find the Scott Act work well there ?—They kept it enforced pretty 
well. We had some difficulty to manage the vessels, but the Act was pretty well en- 
forced at that end of the county. 

34164. How far were you from Parrsboro’ ’—About 30 miles. 

34165. Do you know anything about the state of things there ?—Before I came 
here [ was there, holding a meeting at one of the churches, and at that time some of the 
liquor dealers, or at least one of them, had got some of the children drunk. That raised 
a great indignation. The Mayor called a mass meeting, and the people rallied and 
seemed determined to put the traffic down. 

34166. Did they succeed in doing so /—It was towards the end of the winter, and 
I left Parrsboro’ after a short time. I never inquired further about it, and it has never 
come to my notice. The mass of the people seemed determined to put it down. 

34167. Was the one who sold to the children a man engaged in the trade !—-If my 
memory serves me rightly, it might have been some such man, but I could not be 
positive. 

34168. What about the difficulty in preventing liquor being carried in t—It is a 
great seafaring community. There are a great many captains there and they have 
schooners, and of course they see their friends for a while. A great many of them, as 
do all sea-men, drink more or less. They would take a bottle along with them and 
have a time. 

34169. Do you think they brought the liquor with them on the vessels ’—That 
seemed to be the way. Any trouble we had about that time arose from that cause. 

34170. We have received the deliverance of the Baptist Churches in the Maritime 
Provinces. Are there any special deliverances from the Baptist Church of this Province ? 
—Yes ; it was brought before the Convention annually and this matter was brought 
before the delegates. 

34171. Have you a copy of the deliverance ?—Yes. (Appendix 5.) 

34172. What is your opinion respecting prohibition ; are you favourable to it ?—I 
am strongly in favour of it. 

34173. Are you opposed to a license law !—As compared with prohibition, I am. 

34174. But as between a license law and untrammelled sale, which would you 
prefer ?—On moral principles it seems to me that the licensing of the traftic is wrong, and 
although that seems good enough ground to stand on, yet it seems to me that any thing 
that will lessen the liquor traffic is a good thing. 

34175. Then, in principle, you consider the licensing of the traffic is wrong, but you 
would not favour untrammelled sale !—Yes. 

34176. Of two evils you would choose the least ?—It seems about on the line of 
licensing prostitution, as is done in some places south. 

34177. Do you think they stand on the same platform ?—I could not be induced to 
license prostitution on any account. This liquor business is a great moral evil. 

34178. Have you considered the question of granting compensation to brewers and 
distillers for loss of plant, in the event of the passage of a general prohibitory law I 
have studied the question as it was brought up in England some time ago. While ther 
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is the principle of fairness, and I suppose we have to be fair even to those engaged in 
this business, yet the men entered into a business which has been one that destroys the 
interests of the country in various ways, and whether in such a case as that, it would 
be right to make compensation, is a question. 

34179. We have heard a witness to-day who declared that, in his opinion, it would 
be right in case of the passage of a prohibitory law to remunerate those who were 
licensed, for the balance of the license year !—I have heard that statement made and 
similar statements made, and I do not know whether if the matter was put before me 
for my vote, I could say that those people had a right to compensation or not. 

34180. Take the matter in this way: A man takes a license from the Government 
to sell intoxicating beverages for a year. Within six months the Government having 
expended that fee, closes up his business. Would you in such a case say that the man 
has not a right to receive compensation /—He went into that business against the wishes 
of those people, who, in my opinion, have correct views in regard to this matter, and he 
has injured the community in various ways in the meantime. He has taken money 
and given no recompense, except in a way that it would injure the community that used 
the stuff. I am afraid that as regards the liquor men, I would not be willing to give 
them compensation of any kind. 

34181. Have you considered the question of the treatment of the persistent 
drunkard !—Do you mean anything in connection with the ‘“ gold cure” treatment ? 

34182. I understand that the “gold cure” system is a voluntary matter with a man 
or his friends !—Yes. 

34183. Take the man who is constantly before the police court and sent to jail for 
short terms of imprisonment, would it not be better to place him in an inebriate asylum, 
with a view to his reformation and to keep him away entirely from drink !—It is a very 
hard matter to say what is best in a case of that kind ; sometimes the person is interdicted 
in such a case. I have known cases where that seems to be helpful. But as regards the 
population scattered throughout the country, this is a difficult matter. 

34184. It has been stated in evidence before this Commission that sometimes there 
are men who do little else than go to the police court and from the police court to the 
jail and round again. Have you known cases of that kind ?—TI have not known cases of 
that kind. Men have told me that when they were interdicted they could obtain liquor 
whenever they wanted it ; at least one man has told me that. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


34185. Speaking about the license system, and the possibility that you may under 
some circumstances favour it: is it a fact that you favour it because of the prohibition in 
the license system rather than the permission that the license law gives any one to 
sell !—I suppose it is scarcely necessary to answer that question after what I have said. 
Certainly it can only be that feature of the law which would lead me to look upon it 
with favour. 

34186. Is it a fact that there are certain prohibitive provisions in the license law, 
and is it that circumstance which would induce you, in the event of not getting prohibi- 
tion, to favour a license law, namely the amount of prohibition contained in it !—Yes ; 
if I favoured it at all, it would certainly be from that standpoint. 

34187. You lived in New Brunswick at one time ?— Yes. 

34188. In St. John, I believe ?—In Queen’s County. 

34189. What law was in operation there ?—The Scott Act latterly. Before that 
time, there was prohibition under the old law, under the Magistrates I believe. For the 
last fifty odd years there has been practically prohibition. 

34190. You mean the people refused to grant licenses !—Yes. 

34191. How did it affect the county, beneficially or otherwise !—Beneficially. 

34192. Is Queen’s County strong for prohibition /—Yes, in regard to any intoxicants 
being used there. In travelling in steamboats, I noticed the difference. The river boats 
generally had a bar. The steamboats in our county were not allowed a bar; there was 
no attempt to vend liquor there in the summer. 

34193. Then the Scott Act, so far as Queen’s County is concerned, works well ?—It 
works very successfully. I never saw a man drunk until I was seventeen years old. 

Rev. W. H. JEnxKINs. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, MANITOBA. 215 


34194. Then you lived in the rural districts /— Yes. 

34195. Of course, there is no drink there ?—No. 

34196. And no sale ?—No. 

34197. You have lived only two years in Manitoba, and I understand you have 
never been in the Territories ?—Not particularly. J have been as far as Moosomin on 
the train, and I heard some comments from people who had been further on the line; 
but I saw nothing myself. In Cumberland there were some attempts made to sell. 
We the temperance people, would let them know that sale would not be allowed, and 
we had no difficulty in putting down the sale. 

34198. Have you observed whether there is considerable temperance sentiment 
here /—Yes ; while there seems to be a great deal of drinking among young men, the 
community is strongly in favour of prohibition. In passing through the streets in the 
evenings you will see that the bar-rooms are open to the street, and you will see crowds, 
especially of young men. 

34199. This is a country of young men, I believe ?—Yes. 

34200. Do youthink the sentiment in favour of general prohibition is growing ?— 
Yes, although I am not in a position to fully answer that question. The different 
Protestant churches have a very strong hold on the province and all those denominations 
are very pronounced in their opinions, with the exception of the Episcopal Church, and 
I am not in a position to know anything in regard to it, although I know that some of 
its leading members are strongly in favour of temperance. 


By Judge McDonald ; 


34201. I am a member of the Episcopal Church, and I hope in using the term, 
“‘ some of its leading members are in favour of temperance,” you did not mean to say that 
the Church of England as a whole is not in favour of temperance. Do you not mean in 
favour of prohibition !—It was on account of my not knowing the views of the other 
part. 

34202. Itis not a fact that the term that you meant to use was prohibition; or 
are prohibition and temperance with you interchangeable terms !—TI will put the word 
prohibition there. I did it in my own mind when I spoke. I do not wish to make 
reflections on other communions in regard to which I am not in a position to say who 
might and who might not be in favour of prohibition. I would be very sorry to speak in 
regard to that matter ; but when speaking as I do now, I want to speak gravely. ? 


ALFRED 8. BOISSEAU, of Brandon, hotel-keeper, on being duly sworn, deposed 
as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald: 


34203. How long have you resided in Manitoba !—Twelve years. 

34204. How long have you lived in Brandon !—Ten years. 

34205. Where did you live before !—At Ottawa. 

34206. When you came first to Manitoba where did you stop ?—At Winnipeg 

34207. Did you go to Winnipeg from Ottawa ?—Yes. 

34208. Did you keep a hotel in Winnipeg !—No, but I was in the hotel business. 

34209. Were you employed in the same business in Ottawa !— Yes. 

34210. And in Brandon you are also in the hotel business !—Yes. 

34211. Take the first question as to the habits of the people here: have you noticed 
any change in the social habits of the people of the city so far as regards drinking 
intoxicating liquors as a beverage ?—They have greatly improved since I came here. 
The habits are certainly better than when I came here first. 

34212. You havelived under the Manitoba License Act I suppose !—Yes. 

34213. What isthe amount of fee you have to pay ?—The fee is altogether about 


$250 a year. 
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34214. Have there been from time to time amendments made in the Act since you 
came here ?—I believe it has been amended several times since I have been in the business. 

34215. Have you been able to observe the provisions of the Act /—Yes. 

34216. Have you reason to believe that there is any illicit sale in Brandon ?—I 
believe there is not. 

' 34217. So far as you are able to judge, and from your experience of liquors fur- 
nished by hotels and licensed places, are they of pure character or adulterated !—I 
believe they are pure. 

34218. I suppose you do not import any liquors from Europe yourself!—No; I 
take liquors in bond here, out of the original packages from the old country. 

34219. Do you get any original old country packages —I get them from the whole- 
sale dealers in Winnipeg and Brandon. 

34220. From your experience, do you favour the use of light wines and beers in 
preference to the heavier liquors, and do you encourage the use of them ?!—Of course if 
one or the other class has to be done away with, certainly light wines and beers are 
better for the people, if they will only come down to them. 

34221. Have you seen anything of the operation of a prohibitory law ?—No. 

34222. Do you consider such a law to be practicable and capable of enforcement ? 
—TI do not, conscientiously speaking. 

34223. Have you considered the question of high license : do you think it would be 
advantageous to increase the amount paid for license and make the number of places 
where liquor is sold very small ?—Yes, and I suppose it could be practically enforced. 

34224. And action should be taken to see that no illicit sale is taking place !—Yes. 

34225. In case of the passage of a general prohibitory law, do you think that 
brewers and distillers should be remunerated for their plant which would be rendered 
useless !— Decidedly. 

34226. As an hotel-keeper, can you tell the Commission how the adoption of a 
prohibitory law would affect your business? It is stated that hotel men are unable to 
furnish their guests with meals, unless they have license to sell liquor ; and on the other 
hand, it is contended that this is not a good system, that each person should pay a 
proper amount for his meal, and they in some cases get it for much less than it is worth. 
Speaking as a hotel-keeper, what is your view of this matter?—I would certainly say 
that the provision department does not pay and you have to depend on the other depart- 
ment, and it is necessary to have that department in order to keep up a good house. 
If you could get higher prices, of course that would be a different question. I may say, 
however, that in my experience the provision and boarding department is, as a rule, 
run at a loss. 

34227. What are the points of difficulty about it ?—I do not think the people wish 
to pay proper prices. 

34228. Is it a question of not knowing how many to provide for ?—No. 

34229. Knowing the supphes required and knowing how many to provide for and 
having procured the supplies, do you not charge enough ?—It is all right about charging, 
but the difficulty is to get the price. You cannot obtain over a certain price, and it 
must be the popular price. 

34230. Then the price is not sufficient to enable you to run the house ?—Quite so, 
taking the boarding department, the rent and the other expenses. You must have 
profit from some department of the business, and the hotel-keeper obtains it from the bar. 


By kev. Dr. McLeod: 


34231. Do you mean that people who do not go to the bar do not pay for what they 
get ?—I certainly do. 

34232. Then why do you not make them pay for their meals?—They will not pay 
for them. 

34233. There is, I suppose, a certain price over which the people will not go?—It 
is the popular sentiment, I suppose. 

34234. Do you refer to total abstainers /—Where you would get one to pay ninety- 
nine would limit themselves, 

ALFRED 8. BoIssEAvu. 
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34235, Taking total abstainers who are patrons of your hotel: out of a certain 
number of guests there will be a proportion who do not patronize the bar ?—I am taking 
that department as against the other departments. 

34236. Do you keep separate accounts for them ?—Certainly. 

34237. Then you know what are the receipts and expenses of the hotel proper, and 
what are the receipts and expenses of the bar proper /—Yes. 

34238. And you know that the hotel proper does not pay of itself ?—Yes. 

34239. And what part of the profits are obtained from the bar?—The receipts of 
the bar go to help to make up the difference. 

34240. Are there no hotels without bars that pay; what hotels are they ?—~You 
cannot show me a single one. © 

34241. You have stated that there is no illicit sale in Brandon ?—TI believe so. 

34242. Do you think the licensees sell after hours and on Sunday in Brandon ?— 
No, I do not. 

34243. Do you believe that prohibition would not be practicable —As long as 
liquor is manufactured, it cannot be prohibited. 

34244. The prohibition question means the prohibition of the manufacture, importa- 
tion and sale of liquor ?—You cannot legislate in favour of one-half of the people and 
against the other half. Such a thing is against the freedom of man. My impression is 
that you-cannot legislate as to what we shall do. I believe in moral suasion. I think it 
would do more good for temperance people to establish such an institution as that at 
Dwight than all the talk of the temperance societies. 

34245. Then, you think it is well to keep a business established to produce men to 
go to an institution like the Dwight Institution ?—It is not necessary that people should 
do so. If people make themselves drunkards, there should be places to which they could 
be sent. 

34246. Supposing the Manitoba Legislature next session should enact a prohibitory 
law, would it be wrong ?—No, for they have a perfect right to legislate a wrong. 

34247. And you do not consider that it would be wrong!—It would be an injustice 
to some people. I do not think the plebiscite was a fair vote of the people. Why I say 
so, is because I have heard hundreds say that they would not vote as they did if 
another vote was taken. 

34248. There was a majority of 12,000 given in favour of prohibition ?—If that 
vote were taken again, the result would be different ; a great many did not understand 
what they were voting for. 

34249. Suppose the majority of the people desire the removal of the license system, 
do you think itis right to establish a license system against their will !—If a prohibitory 
Act were passed by the Legislature, it would be supposed to be all right, but I do not 
think that such an Act could be enforced. 

34250. Why not, if the whole of the people desired such a law; would not the 
people obey it ?—They would not. 


The Commission adjourned, to meet at Regina, N. W. T. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 
NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES. 


REGINA, October 31st, 1892. 
The Royal Commission on the Liquor Traftic met here this day. 


Present: 


JupGE McDonaLp. Rey. Dr. McLeop. 


Jupc—eE McDONALD, in opening the proceedings, said: Three of the Commis- 
Sioners are unable to be present. Sir Joseph Hickson is unavoidably detained in Montreal ; 
Mr. Gigault, Deputy Minister of Agriculture for the Province of Quebec, is also detained 
by his departmental and other duties ; and at the last moment Mr. Clarke of Toronto, a 
member of the Ontario Legislature, is detained, and is unable to join us on this tour, as 
he expected to do. The Rev. Dr. McLeod and myself will proceed with the investigation 


in the North-west Territories, and will examine such witnesses as come before us. 


will follow the rule we have hitherto pursued of calling as the first witness the Mayor 


of the town and then other official witnesses. 


Hon. HUGH RICHARDSON, of Regina, Senior and Presiding Justice of the 
Supreme Court of the North-west Territories, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


34251. How long have you resided in the North-west Territories /—Over 16 years. 
34252. During that time have you resided in any other place than Regina !-—My 
first six months were spent at Fort Pelly which was the seat of government in 1876 and 
1877. From 1877 to 1883 I was at Battleford, which was the seat of government ; 


from 1883 I have been in Regina. 


34253. You came from Ontario, I suppose, in early days. From what county /— 


From Oxford. 


34254. In that county in those days, I suppose, a license law was in force !—Yes. 
34255. Have you had any experience of a prohibitory law except in the North-west 


Territories /— No. 


34256. When you first came to the North-west Territories, what system respecting 
the sale of liquors was in force ?—Limited prohibition. We had limited prohibition up 


to quite a recent date. 


34257. Was limited prohibition the permit system ?—Was that system in force 


when you first caine here !—Yes. 
34258. Were permits granted by His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor ?— Yes. 


34259. So far as your experience goes, how did you find that system work ?—I 


thought it worked very well. 
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34260. Did you see much drunkenness ?—-No. I ought to explain to the Commission 
that, excepting through my official duties I have had very little experience and have 
been very little over the Territories, and I have not had the opportunity that some 
others have had of noticing those matters. 

34261. No doubt you “have had experience of the practical working of the system ? 
—To explain myself more clearly, I should perhaps state that I have hardly been into a 
hotel, restaurant or saloon, and know nothing of their working. For a few weeks I 
boarded at a hotel here, when there was no other place to go to ; but previous to 1883 
there was no such thing as an hotel in the country, or in that part of the country in 
which I was then living. 

34262. You had, then, to get accommodation where you could !—Yes, generally on 
the prairies in travelling. 

34263. Did parties in those days bring liquor from the older Provinces here /—Very 
little. 

34264. I suppose they got liquor in under the permit system /—Yes, generally from 
Winnipeg. 

34265. Do you know anything as to how the law worked near the boundary line 
between the United States and Canada?—I have had very little experience, with the 
exception of travelling on the railway. I know very little about the south-west portion 
of the country, and it would be better for me to explain what part of the country I do 
know, and that country we take in is from the present line of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway, 300 miles west up to Edmonton, taking across the country. I know nothing 
of the Calgary country. 

34266. Have you studied the question of prohibition /—Very little. 

34267. Have you considered the question whether in case of the enactment of a 
general prohibitory law, it would be just and proper to grant compensation to brewers 
and distillers for loss of plant, etc. —No, I have not. 

34268. Do you consider yourself as qualified to give an opinion on that matter /— 
No; I have not had an opportunity to inform myself. 

34269. Taking your experience of the system under permits down to when the present 
system came into force, have you found any change in the habits of the people !—There 
has not been any time to observe any change during the past few months. 

34270. Then you have not noticed any difference !—I have not noticed any 
difference, but I have not been in the way of observing any. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


34271. I think I understood you to say that limited prohibition worked very 
satisfactorily you thought /—Yes; I think so up to the last few years. 

34272. Have you no definite idea as to what it was like in late years ?—Only 
what I have heard from hearsay. I have heard complaints of the system being abused 
and grossly abused. 

34273. That is the permit system ?—Yes, the permit system. Also, that it was 
not fairly carried out. 

34274, Was it apparent to you, so far as your observation went, that there were 
large quantities of liquor brought into the Territories during late years ?—I think so. 

34275. And consequently more drunkenness and more disorder?—I have not had 
an opportunity, as I have already explained, of meeting much drunkenness ; but it is an 
unmistakable fact that the quantities of liquor brought in very considerably increased, 
and the population had not so increased. 

34276. You mean that the ratio of increase in liquor was altogether beyond the 
increase of population !—I would rather qualify that answer by saying that I had no 
opportunity of studying that ratio. 

34277. I have here some returns which show that in 1883 there were brought, 
under permit, into the Territories, 6,7363 gallons of liquor; in 1890, 153,670} gallons, 
which would be an increase of 35 per cent, while the population assuredly did not 
increase that rapidly ?—No. 

34278. Perhaps two and a half times ?—You must bear with me when I say I have 
not armed myself with those figures, and have no knowledge of the quantities. 

Hon. Huan Ricwarpson. 
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34279. Did you notice an increase in the disorders, in so far as those matters come 
under your knowledge, during later years!—No. I think during the 16 years with 
which I had to do with criminal offences, liquor did not form an element in more than 
ten, or at the outside, twenty cases. 

34280. Was that during the whole of your judicial experience ?—Yes ; and none of 
those cases were of a serious nature. 

34281. You think the time has not been sutticient to detern ine, or atleast for you 
to determine as to the results of the working of the present license law, as compared with 
the prohibitory law in the Territories ?—When I say so, you must remember that not a 
single case has come under my notice of a criminal nature in which liquor has formed an 
element. 

34282. I was about to suggest that your Honour should give a brief outline of the 
provisions of the license law !—I have not readit. Three of the members of the Bench 
were members of the Assembly, under the style of experts, but there was such an outery 
against having them, without their being elected, that Parliament in 1890 removed 
them and now the body is entirely legislative. Since then the Legislature has held one 
session and passed a law which has just come into force. So far I have not had occasion 
to read it ; but I shall have occasion to read it, for cases will come before me in the 
nature of appeals. 

34283. Speaking of criminal cases, you say that none have come under your notice 
of a serious character ?—No, not of a serious character. 

34284. Have any of them had the element of drink in them ?—Yes. 

34285. Do you refer to cases spread over the years or do you refer to some particular 
year 1—They have been during the six years I have been here. 

34286. That is since 1883 ?—Since 1883, or rather the nine years I have been here, 
I should say. I think I might put them within five or six years. 

34287. That is you mean during the later years!— Yes. 

34288. So they have really occurred since 1886 or 1887?—I think so. Of course, 
if I were asked to give a definite answer, I might furnish the Commission with more 
accurate data. 


By Judge McDonald : 


34289. I understood you to say that the Assembly held but one meeting !—Yes, 
only one session ; at least one particular session was abortive as far as legislation was 
concerned. 

34290. That is since the new legislative system came into force !—Yes. 

34291. And the Legislature is made up of representatives of the people all over the 
country /—Yes. 

34292. The Legislature at its first meeting, then, changed the law from the old sys- 
tem and brought in the license law !—Yes. 

34293. Which license law is now in operation ?—Yes. 


By Rev. Dr, McLeod: 


34294, Do you recollect whether the question of prohibition or license law was the 
chief issue at that election ?—I would not take it upon myself to answer definitely that 
question. 
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HAYTER REED, of Regina, Indan Agent for Manitoba, Keewatin and the 
North-west Territories, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


34295. How long have you resided in the North-west Territories /—Since 1883. 

34296. Have you resided ll that time at Regina ?—This has been my headquarters. 

34297. How long have you been Indian Commissioner ?’—Since 1883, at the time 
Mr. Dewdney was appointed Governor. 

34298. What position did you occupy previous to that time?—I was Assistant 
Commissioner. 

34299. You came from the Province of Ontario, I believe ?—Yes. 

34300. Have you had any experience of the working of a prohibitory law in any 
other country than in the North-west Territories !—None whatever. 

34301. You have seen the North-west Territories under a permit system and under 
the license law since it was in force, comparatively speaking !— Yes. 

34302. It came into force last May, did it not ?—Last May. 

34303. How did you find the prohibitory law work, according to your experience ! 
—It has worked very well ; latterly, not so well, however. 

34304. What was the trouble /—There were too many people coming into the coun- 
try, and liquor was obtained too easily. 

34305. Did you go south of the railway, towards the boundary of the United 
States, in the discharge of your duties 1—Yes. 

34306. How did you find the state of things in that section of the country, towards 
the boundary of Canada and the United States ?—It was pretty bad there; I suppose as 
bad there as any place else. The law was not adhered to there. 

34306a. How was liquor supposed to be got into the country ?—It was smuggled in 
from the United States to that section. 

34307. We have heard that there was a large increase in the number of permits 
issued latterly. Was your attention called to that, and were you aware of the fact that 
the number of permits issued gradually increased /—I noticed it. 

34308. Do you know whether the increase in the number of permits issued, and 
the consequent increase of liquor brought into the country, tended to lessen the quan- 
tity smuggled into the country ?—Naturally so. 

34309. Do you know anything of the quality of the liquor smuggled into the coun- 
try /—It was very bad ; the liquor smuggled in from the United States was particularly 
bad. The liquor got from British Columbia was the same kind of liquor that you would 
get at the present time. 

34310. Was it of the ordinary class used in the country from which it was brought ? 
—Yes. 

34311. Was the class brought in by permits better than the class smuggled in from 
the United States /—Yes. 

34312. Was it a similar class of liquor to that brought 1m under the license law ?— 
Tt is better now. 

34313. Why ?—The liquor brought in under the license law is better than that 
which was smuggled in from the United States. 

34314, Have you noticed, since you came into the country, whether there has been 
a change in the social customs of the people in regard to the use of intoxicating bever- 
ages /—So far as my experience goes, I think in some cases people drink less, and in 
other cases more. 

34315. Have you noticed whether the present law, since it has come into force, has 
been satisfactory or otherwise, I refer to the license system ’—Jn a measure it has been 
satisfactory. I think if it were strictly enforced, it would be satisfactory. 

34316. Have you studied the question of prohibition ?—To a very minor extent. 

34317. Judging from the experience you have had of it in the North-west Terri- 
tories, do you think a general prohibitory law for the whole of Canada could be enforced ? 
—It could not. 
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34318. Taking our country as a whole, extending as it does from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific, with a long coast line in the Maritime Provinces, and with Prince Edward Island 
completely surrounded by water, with the gulf of St. Lawrence running up into Quebec, 
and with the long boundary line of the United States, and then the coast line of British 
Columbia on the Pacific, do you believe it would be possible to enforce a general pro- 
hibitory law and prevent smuggling of liquor ?—No ; I am certain it could not be done. 

34319. Have you considered the question of granting compensation to brewers and 
distillers in case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law ’—I have not. 

34320. As a matter of justice, should they receive compensation for their property 
and plant in case of the enactment of such a law ?—I think so. 

34321. Do you know if there have been cases of illicit distilling in the Territories ? 
—There have been several cases. 


by Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


34322. Are the Indians under your charge particularly affected by drink, and have 
they been particularly affected by liquor brought into the country!—Yes. We recently 
have had more trouble than before. 

34323. You have taken extra precautions under the license system, I suppose ?—Yes. 

34324. Do you find that when the Indians are in the vicinity of drink, or when 
drink is introduced into their midst, they are more affected by it than are whites ?— 
They have a stronger desire for liquor. They are particularly weak under such a tempta- 
tioh. You may tempt an Indian in any other way and he may resist, but if you offer 
him liquor he gives way immediately. : 

34325, So you are obliged to keep liquor away from the Indians ?—Yes. 

34326. I judge you found it more difficult under the permit system than under the 
present license law !—Scarcely so, because there was not as much liquor in the country, 
and the working classes did not get as much liquor as they do now. The people who 
come more in contact with the Indians did not get as much liquor as they do now. 

34327. Did you find that prohibition was fairly enforced under the old system ?—It 
was in the first years, but not in the later years at all. 

34328. What was the reason of the laxity /—It rested with the people in the main ; 
it was because the people, law abiding in every other particular, would not see that the 
law was enforced. 

34329. Are we to understand that the people who came in earlier years were 
anxious to see the law enforced, but that those who came in later years were indifferent 
in regard to it, and indeed were opposed to it?—Both. The people who were anxious to 
see the law enforced in early years, would not hesitate in later years to take whisky, 
even if they knew it had been smuggled. 

34330. Speaking of the change from prohibition to license: do you understand that 
the people’s representatives had, by the mandate of the people, been instructed to pass 
a license law ? Was that their instruction ?—In some cases I believe it was, but I do not 
think that that was the general platform. 

34331. Was that the chief issue at the elections ?—I think not ; of course I did not 
take an active part in the elections. 

34332. I think you said that you thought the license law would do very well, if it 
was enforced. Have you reason to believe that it is not strictly enforced 1—I think that 
the law has been evaded. 

34333. It was evaded as the prohibitory law was evaded more or less, I suppose !— 
Yes. | 

34334. Of course only two months have elapsed since the law came into operation, 
and I suppose you have not had an opportunity to very fully or carefully observe its 
effects yet !—I felt in regard to the license law if it were strictly enforced and if it were 
a strict law, it would meet with the sympathy of the people at large. 

34335. Do you understand that the license law is a strict one 1—J believe it should 
be so. 

34336. Why is there non-enforcement ; who is responsible, and what is responsible 
for the non-enforcement of the law ?—That is more than I can say. I should not like 
to throw blame on any one for the law not being carried out in its entirety. 
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34337. Do you think there is any probability that it will be carried out as years 
go on ?—I fancy so. 

34338. What would lead you to that impression : if there is non-enforcement now, 
how do you reach the conclusion thatthere willbe betterenforcement as time goeson /— 
Because the public seem to be advancing towards that now ; if you read the newspapers 
you will find that out. Attention is being directed to the fact that the law is not being 
enforced as it should be. . 

34339. Are the complaints now made similar to those made. in regard to 
the prohibitory law ?—No. The feeling appears to be that a number of changes are 
necessary in the law. 

34340. Were no changes required before ; were they not required because of the 
non-enforcement of the prohibitory law, or of breaches of the enforcement of it? Did 
the people want to change the prohibitory law because it was so rigidly enforced, or 
because under the permit system it was not enforced at all?—No, it was because the 
people felt that it was not workable under present circumstances, and that the circum- 
stances had changed so that it was not workable. That was the feeling so far as I could 
make out. 

34341. For what reason or on what principle were permits granted under the old 
law ?—The original intention, as I understood it, was that they should be granted for 
medical purposes and for domestic purposes. 

34342. If it was the intention of the law that permits were to. be 
granted for the introduction of liquor for medical and domestic use, why did the number 
of permits increase from 6,736 in 1883 to 153,670 in 1889 ?—It would be very hard to 
explain, because the power was in the hands of one or two men to authorize liquor being 
brought in. 

34343. You will observe that this is a far greater increase as regards the number 
of permits than the increase in population ?—Most decidedly. 

34343a. The quantity in 1883 is multiplied by 25 in 1890 and the population 
increased two and a half times /—Yes. 

34344. The Commissioners are desirous of ascertaining the reason why, if per- 
mits were originally granted for medical and domestic purposes, such a marked increase 
occurred in the quantity of liquors permitted to be brought into the country !—I suppose 
it was owing to the fact that the Governor, who had power to issue the permits, thought it 
better to issue permits rather than see so much smuggling; I suppose he was actuated 
by that motive. 

34345-46. You think smuggling increased as permits were limited ?—I think so ; I 
know it decreased as permits were increased. ; 

34347. Is that according to official figures!—I do not mean to say in the same 
ratio. 

34348. Are there official figures to show that smuggling decreased as permits were 
increased ; or is that a fact we have to assume ?—I do not know that there are figures 
to show it. i 

34349. Do you know whether those permits were for personal use or for sale ?— 
They were supposed to be simply for domestic use, not for sale; I now refer to liquors 
beyond the four per cent beer. 

34350. That arrangement came into force, I believe, in 1889 %—Yes, about 
then. 

34351. Then the permits were for quantities that might be sold /—Yes. 

34352. Do you regard that as carrying out the law in its entirety and according to 
its spirit, or was that a very loose interpretation of the law and lax administration of it? 
—I fear that I cannot answer that question, because I favour the provisions of the law 
in that regard. 

34353. As Indian Commissioner, however, you are clear that you have had to take 
extra precautions to prevent the Indians getting liquor, on account of the fact that there 
is now licensed sale throughout the Territories /—Yes, simply on account of the greater 
quantity of liquor coming into the country, and thereby it gets into the hands Fat the 
Indians. 
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By Judge McDonald : 


34354, Have you any reason to believe that the person who issued the permits was 
governed by the wishes of the people ?—He might have been, and he must have been, or 
he would not have issued them. 

34355. When legislative government became possible it carried out the wishes of 
the people by enacting a license law ?—TI think so. ; 


By kev. Dr. McLeod : 


34356. How would the issuer of permits know the wishes of the people,—simply by 
applications being made to him for permits ’—That would be the only means of judging. 


By Judge McDonald : 


34357. Was it noticeable under the old system that persons would get permits, 
and would obtain large quantities of liquor, the liquor being consumed within a very 
short space of time by the people 1—Yes. 

34358. Would there be bouts of drinking at the time in different sections of the 
country /— Yes, sometimes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


34359. Have you observed whether there has been less drinking since the inaugura- 
tion of the present license law than there was previously, or more ?—I think that certain 
classes of the people who were unable to get liquor under permit are able to get it freely 
now, I do not think they drink as much now as formerly ; but those who were denied 
the privilege of getting it readily before, drink more now. 

34360. So taking the whole consumption, there is no less drinking than before, 
taking the several classes together ’—I do not know. 

34361. Speaking about the increased issue of permits, are you aware whether there 
were any public meetings held throughout the Territories demanding larger liberty !— 
In what direction ? 

34362. In regard to the introduction of and the consumption of liquor; in regard 
to a more liberal interpretation of the prohibitory law ?—No, I cannot recall to mind 
any such meeting. 

34363. Meetings protesting against the laxity in the administration of the permit 
system ?—No ; except that the people were demanding through the press a more rigid 
enforcement of the prohibitory law. I heard a desire for a more reliable law. 

34364. Do you know whether the people asked to have a plebiscite on this 
occasion, a yea or nay vote as between prohibition and license ?—I have heard it spoken 
of, but I do not think any formal request was made in any way. 

34365. And the charge made that the law was not fairly carried out ?—No; it was 


spoken of frequently. 


DANIEL MOWAT, M.L.A., of Regina, Merchant, on being duly sworn, deposed 


as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : | 

34366. Do you hold any public position ?—I represent this constituency in the 
Local Legislature. 

34367. What is the name of the constituency /—South Regina. 

34368. How long have you resided in the North-west Territories !—About 12 years. 

34369. Have you resided in Regina all that time?—I have been about 10 
years here. 

34370. Where did you live before that !—In Manitoba. 

34371. How long have you been a Member of the Legislature: have you been a 
member since the first —About a year now. 
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34372. From what part of the country did you come originally /—From the city of 
Ottawa. 

34373. Have you had any experience in any country excepting the North-west 
Territories !—No. 

34374. How did you find prohibition work in the Territories ; did it work success- 
fully ?—It worked fairly well up to the time of the beer permits. 

34375. You now refer to the four per cent beer permits, I suppose ?—Yes. 

34376. Do you know whether liquor was obtainable in the country without those 
permits before that time: was it brought in in any shape /—Yes, it was smuggled in. 

34377. Do you know anything of the quality of the liquor brought in?—No. I 
think the quality was fairly good, so far as I was a judge. 

34378. Were you a Member of the Legislature when it passed the license 
law ’— Yes. 

34379. That is the law at present in force ?—Yes; it came into force on Ist 
May. 

54380, How has it worked since it came into force ?—I think it has worked fairly 
well, so far as I can judge, up to the present time. 

34381. In case of the passage of a prohibitory law, a law prohibiting the manufac- 
ture, importation and sale of liquor for beverage purposes, do you deem it would be 
right that brewers and distillers should receive ‘remuneration for their plant and pro- 
perty which would be rendered useless ?—Yes ; I think they should receive compensa- 
tion to some extent, but I do not say to the whole value. 

34382. Have you found a change from the time you first came to the Territories 
until the time when the permits were granted and increased, as regards the quantity of 
liquor consumed in the community ?—The only increase was in accordance with the 
population that came in. 

34383. It has been stated that the increase in liquor was much larger than the 
increase in population !/— Yes. 

34384. It has been suggested that such being the case, at the same time there was 
a decrease in the quantity brought into the country, smuggled in fact, and that was the 
reason permits were increased. Have you any information on that subject /—I am not 
prepared to give an answer. 

34385. You have no knowledge of its operation !—No knowledge whatever. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


34386. Did you observe whether there was any great increase in the quantity of 
liquor consumed after the four per cent permit was introduced ?—I think there was a 
greater increase in smuggling whisky after the four per cent beer was allowed. 

34387. That was in the smuggling of whisky ?—Yes; I think more whisky was 
smuggled in. 

34388. Was there any increase in drinking after the four per cent beer plan was 
adopted ?—I think there was. 

34389. You have already stated that there was an increase in the smuggling of 
whisky. Would that seem to indicate that the permission to increase the quantity of 
beer did not diminish the quantity of whisky consumed ?—I think not. 

34390. Have you noticed under license whether there is an increase or decrease in 
the consumption of liquor ?—TI think there is more liquor drunk than there was before. 

34391. You are a Member of the Legislature, and you were so when the license law 
was passed. Did you understand at the last election, when you were elected, that 
throughout the province the issue was between license and prohibition: was that the 
chief issue ?—No, I do not think it was. 

34392. Do you know whether there was any urgent attempt made and any formal 
request made to have a plebiscite on that occasion ?—No ; I do not think that there was 
any formal request made. There was some talk of it ; one or two of the candidates 
said they were bound in favour of a plebiscite. 

34393. I mean previous to that. I have before mea report of the North-west 
Territory Alliance meeting held in November, 1888. I notice that a memorial was 
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drafted, which I presume was presented to the Executive Committee or to the Dominion 
Government by the Executive of the Alliance ; and one of the sections says :— 

“‘ Therefore, we, your memorialists, would earnestly pray that Your Excellency in Council may 
see fit to direct that on the same day on which the elections shall be held for the North-west Council, 
a plebiscite may be taken as between license for the sale of intoxicating liquors and the prohibition 
of the manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicants, except for medicinal, scientific and sacra- 
mental purposes ; and we most strongly protest against the result of any other than a direct vote 
upon this subject being taken as final and decisive.” 

34394, Do you consider that that represents the feeling of the people throughout 
the whole Province ?—I do not. I think it just came from Regina. 

34395. I notice in an extract from a newspaper of November 16, 1888, that at a 
public meeting held in Regina, at the Court house, the North-west Legislature was 
asked to submit the matter of prohibition versus license to the people at the earliest 
possible date, and the Dominion Government was recommended to provide such legislation 
by the succeeding session as would carry into effect the wishes of the people as expressed 
by such vote. Was that a public meeting of the citizens of Regina ’?—I have no recol- 
lection of that meeting being held, nor was I present. 

34396. Then I see a memorial was presented to Governor Royal along the same 
line, and this memorial starts out with :— 

“We your memorialists would hereby most respectfully pray that permits to sell be discontinued 
until the action be definitely settled by the voice of the people, and your petitioners will, as in duty 
bound, for ever pray.” 

—I have no recollection of those meetings. 

34397. I would not expect that you would be at a public meeting of this kind, 
furthering prohibition 1—Quite so. 


By Judge McDonald : 


34398. You did not know of any such meeting as that being held? The announce- 
ment reads to this effect : “‘A meeting of those interested in furthering the cause of 
prohibition will be held on Tuesday, at 10 o’clock.” Was that the best hour to obtain 
a large attendance of citizens? Is it not a fact that large gatherings are generally held 
in the evening !—Yes. 


— By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


34399. Was there any feeling among the people, whether few or many, much or 
little, or in any way, in favour of having a plebiscite? Ido not ask if four-fifths, 
or nine-tenths, or one-ninth, or one-tenth of the people felt so ; but as a whole were they 
in favour of a plebiscite, and did they not memorialize the Governor and the Dominion 
Government to provide for taking a plebiscite here? Do you know whether there was 
any popular feeling in favour of a plebiscite !—I have an indistinct recollection of sign- 
ing some petition, but whether it was for a plebiscite or on other lines of temperance I 
cannot say ; I forget now. 

34400. There was a petition circulated which obtained 2,143 signatures of electors 
in a very short time ?—Yes. 

34401. I understood you to say that you are interested as an active participant in 
the last campaign, and that, taking the North-west Territories throughout, the chief 
question before the electors was not one as between license and prohibition !—I think not. 

34402. That is to say, that the members were not sent to the Legislature to do so 
and so /—No. 

34403. I think you said also that some members had got some instructions during 
the campaign in regard to that subject —Some did. 

34404. Were you, as an elector, favourable to a plebiscite !—I was, and I voted 
for it. 

34405. Do you think the experience, although only for a short time at Regina, of 
having the Territories generally under license, has demonstrated that license is better for 
the Territories than the old prohibition ?—I am not prepared to say; but personally I 
favour the old system, and I would rather have prohibition than license any day. 
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By Judge McDonald : 


34406. So you are favourable to prohibition ?—Not on a small scale ; I should pre- 
fer it to be a Dominion matter. 

34407. You think it could be more easily enforced throughout the Dominion !—I 
think so. 

34408. You are not afraid of such a law failing, through illicit sales /—Not in these 
Territories. 

34409. Throughout the Dominion as a whole ?—Shut up the distilleries and close 
the Custom-houses, so far as the importation of liquors is concerned, and liquor could 
be easily kept out. 

34410. You think that that could be done, in spite of our long sea-coast and vast 
boundary between the United States and Canada ?—I think so. 

34411. Do you think this could be done with the force of officers at present in con- 
nection with the Revenue and Customs service !—I think fewer officers would be required. 

34412. I observe from the paper from which the Rev. Dr. McLeod read, that this 
Convention, of which you say you have no recollection, was held under the auspices of 
the North-west Prohibitory Alliance, and delegates were present from other places, and 
the committee reported that they had waited upon Lieutenant-Governor Royal, and the 
Governor declared that his action would be chiefly governed by the action of the Legis- 
lature. How did that action show itself when the Legislature met +—Legislation was 
passed in favour of a license law. 

34413. The Legislature is made up, I suppose, of men from all sections of the Ter- 
ritories ’— Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


34414. The Legislature, I suppose, refused a plebiscite 1— Yes. 

34415. Was it because the Legislature was opposed to that, or because at the time 
there was something like a deadlock between the Governor and the Legislature ?—I 
think it was because the Legislature was opposed to the action. The deadlock had 
nothing to do with that action. 


ROBERT H. GORDON, of Regina, Clerk of the Legislative Assembly and Sec- 
retary to His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, on being duly sworn, deposed as 
follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


34416. Do you hold any other ofhcial position than that of Clerk of the Legislative 
Assembly and Secretary to His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor ?—I am also Queen’s 
Printer. 

34417. Are you Clerk of the House, also ?—Yes, 

34418. Is there any other clerk ?—No other; the bills are framed by members 
mostly. 

34419. How long have you resided in the North-west Territories /—Since the fall 
of 1885. 

34420. Have you resided all that time in Regina ?— Yes. 

34421. Did you originally come from one of the other provinces, or from England ? 
——I came from England. 

34422. Have you had any experience of prohibition in any other country than the 
North-west Territories ?—No. 

34423. Judging from your experience here, have you found the law well enforced ? 
—I did not find the permit system well enforced ; I found it impossible to enforce it, in 
my experience. 
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34424, You mean that any system of granting permits could not be carried out ~~ 
There was difficulty in granting permits judiciously. 

34425. What were the particular difficulties in the way ?—It was impossible for any 
person, including the Lieutenant-Governor, who had the whole power of granting them, to 
distinguish as between the different applicants throughout the country, those who should 
receive permits, and others who should not. 

34426. Did applications come by mail?—Nearly always. The Governor tried to 
get the applicants recommended as best he could. 

34427. Did the difficulty increase as the population increased ?—Yes, and as new 
people come into the country. 

34428. In regard to the number of permits issued and the quantity of liquor coming 


into the country, did the increase or decrease of permits affect the quantity of liquor 


smuggled in !—The increase in the number of permits issued was made with a view to 
decreasing the quantity of liquor smuggled in, and I suppose it had that effect. Of 
course, I do not know it personally. 

34429. What was the quality of the liquor smuggled into the Territories /—I have 
always understood that it was of the very worst kind. 

34430. Was it found under the limited permit system that when people got permits 
and brought in liquor, there was drinking to excess, large quantities of liquor being 
drank within a very short time ?—I have understood so. 

34431. We have been informed that when liquor came in under permit, the man 
holding the permit would call his friends together, and they would drink the liquor until 
it was all consumed ?—That was very much the case. 

34432. Judging from the experience you have had in this country, do you 
believe that it would be practicable to enforce a general prohibitory law ?—I do not 
think so. 

34433. Taking Canada as a whole, taking its geographical position and the 
difference of races here, do you think it would be practicable to enforce prohibition in 
Canada as a whole?—I do not think so, but my experience does not extend beyond the 
North-west Territories. 

34434. But you have had changes of condition in the Territories /—Yes. 

34435. Then the Legislative Assembly at its first meeting after it was newly con- 
stituted, legislated on this question ?—The first Assembly was in 1888; this was the 
second one. 

34436. The second one passed the present license law ?—Yes. 

34437. Have you as a citizen observed the working of that law ?—Yes, as a citizen 
of Regina. 

34438. How has it worked !—It has worked well ; but I might say that its work- 
ing has not come officially before me. 

34439. Taking your experience of the working of prohibition and license, which is 
preferable ?—As a citizen, I think the license law. 

34440. Do you think it is more practicable to enforce a license law !—I think so. 

34441. In case of the passage of a prohibitory law for Canada, a law prohibiting 
the manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes, would 
you deem it right that the brewers and distillers should receive compensation for plant 
and property which would be rendered useless !—I have not considered that part of the 
question, but it seems reasonable that they should be remunerated to some extent at all 
events. 

34442. What in your view is the effect on a community of maintaining a law on the 
statute-book that is flagrantly and persistently violated ; is the effect for good or evil 
on the public conscience?—I think the effect is evil. Any law that is persistently 
violated must have that tendency. 

34443. Have you noticed whether there has been any change in the social customs 
of the people in regard to the use of intoxicating liquors as beverages, since you came 
into the country ; or do you think the social customs continue as they were? I mean, 
do people use less liquor at the table in a social way !—I have not noticed such change. 
T think since the license law has come into force, liquor is used more freely. 
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By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


34444. Can you tell the Commissioners on what conditions the permits were granted ; 
what was the standing condition on which a permit would be issued ’—It was a matter 
lying entirely within the discretion of the Lieutenant-Governor. He issued permits to 
any respectable parties for medical or domestic use. 

34445. Was he supposed to have knowledge of the persons who made applications 
and to whom he granted permits, and had he to determine from that knowledge whether 
he should grant the application or not /—If His Honour had no personal knowledge of 
the party, he obtained a recommendation. 

34446. Wasa recommendation always necessary to accompany permits!—I think 
so, unless the individual happened to be known personally to the Governor. 

34447. Did you find that the applications for permits were steadily increasing /— 
Yes, steadily. . 

34448. Were you the officer who issued them by direction of His Honour ?—The 
Governor signed them, and I countersigned them. 

34449, Then you issued them under his direction /— Yes. 

34450. How long was a permit supposed to last, simply until it was filled /—Do 
you mean how longa person might have liquor in his possession !—The time was unlimited. 

34451. What was the quantity for which permits were granted !—Two gallons was 
the usual quantity, and then to respectable parties who were known to the Governor 
the quantity increased up to five gallons, and I have known His Honour give even 
large quantities. 

34452. Then the quantity was at the Governor’s discretion ?—Yes. 

34453, Was there no limit by law ?—None whatever. 

34454. Suppose a man had a permit for five gallons, and six months after or twelve 
months after it was found that he had in his possession four gallons, would it be assumed 
that that was part of the original permit, or could he get other five gallons under the 
same old permit ?—He could not get a second quantity on the same permit, because the 
permit would be cancelled by the police. 

34455. Did the permit always accompany the liquor !— Yes ; the Express Companies 
would not bring in liquor except under permit. 

34455a. Was not liquor brought in under disguise ?—I think it was smuggled in. 

34456. The permit being obtained, the liquor was purchased under it, say in 
Winnipeg, and it was packed in candle or soap boxes and the permit was inclosed. So 
if the liquor was discovered, the permit would protect it, and if not, the permit would be 
preserved, and the person could get another lot under the same permit. Was that not 
the case /—I have heard of it. 

34457. Did such cases ever come under your observation to any extent /—I have 
heard of such casesof goods being opened by the police and the permits being found there. 

34458. They would cover the liquors, I suppose ?—Yes ; but it was manifest what 
was the intention of having the permits there. 

34459. I think the Commissioners have heard, either at Winnipeg or Brandon, this, 
that a man was charged with selling hquor, that when an examination of his premises 
was made, the liquor found there was covered by a permit that was nailed against the 
wall 1—No man had a permit to sell liquor except four per cent beer. 

34460. Do you know, as a fact, that there was sale of liquor !—Yes. 

34461. Sales of liquor brought in by permit /—Yes, I believe so. 

34462. Did those permits continue to be issued to persons after it was known that 
they sold liquor /—No, never. 

34463. Did you ever know of a case like this: that a hotel man, who had no right 
to sell, would get a permit from the Governor for five or ten gallons; then his wife 
would get a permit later on; then his clerk would get a permit, and so on until the 
“boots” at last would get a permit ?—No, I have never known of a case of the kind. 

34464. You have never known of a man, his wife, the clerk and the ‘ boots” in a 
hotel all getting permits !—The issue of whisky permits or spirits to hotel-keepers was 
very rare indeed. 

Dante Mowat. 
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34465. Did you notice whether after the introduction of four per cent beer, there 
were many applications made for permits to sell /—Yes; there were many applications 
for permits to sell. 

34466. Do you know whether there was an increase or decrease in the quantity of 
whisky and spirits consumed under the four per cent beer plan ?—It decreased at: first, 
and it was with a view to decreasing the use of spirits that four per cent beer was 
was introduced by the Governor. 

34467. I recollect it was put forth at the time as a reason why the introduction of 
beer should be more general, that it would reduce the consumption of spirits ?—That was 
His Honour’s reason. 

34468. Did it have that’ effect —At first, it did, but afterwards the quantity of 
spirits came up to nearly what it had been before. 

34469. I notice in the return to which I have referred, that the sales in 1889, the 
first year of the four per cent beer, were 151,639 gallons permitted, and in that year 
11,460 gallons of spirits were included in the permits. So there were nearly twice as 
many gallons of spirits included in the permits during the four per cent beer year, as 
were introduced in the shape of liquors of all kinds during the year 1883 ?—I think I 
may say with respect to that matter that smuggling had gone on to such an extent and 
had increased so considerably, it was determined to make an effort to stop it, and 
His Honour thought it would be better to have the use of beer made legal rather than 
otherwise. 

34470. Since the people would violate the law, it was thought better to adopt the 
law to the people ?—That was His Honour’s idea, I think—that it was better to have it 
legal. ; 
34471. I*think you said that permits were issued to only two classes: those whom 
the Governor knew, and those of whom the Governor knew nothing, and whose applica- 
tions were endorsed by some one he did know or some person of repute /— Yes, some one 
he knew or knew of. 

34472. The increase of liquor permits seems to have been very rapid, so much so 
that in 1890, 155,670 gallons came in ; but prior to the four per cent there were in 1886, 
20,000 gallons; 1887, 21,000 ; 1888, 56,000. How do you account for the jump from 
21,000 gallons in 1887, to 56,000 in 1888 ?—Did not the population increase very much ? 

34473. Not at that rate.-—What did you say the quantity was in 1888 ? 

34474. In 1887 it was 21,000 and in 1888, 56,000 gallons ?—I took particular 
notice that very much more liquor did not come in, because in 1887, there was a very 
large quantity smuggled in, and perhaps in 1888, some came in illegally or else was 
smuggled. 

34475. Have you reason to believe that there was smuggling, or is that a supposi- 
tion 1—I have no accurate knowledge in regard to it, 

34476. While there were 56,000 gallons in 1888, the quantity made a leap to 
151,000 in 1889. Then, of course, the four per cent was added, making an increase of 
only 2,000 gallons between that and the next year, which is possibly explained by the 
fact that the supply had reached its maximum, and perhaps caught up with the con- 
sumption of the people /—Indeed. 

34477. Have you observed with great care the working of the license law ?—I have 
not. 

34478. Do you know whether its provisions are enforced 1—I have not been able 
to form an opinion. 

34479. I thought perhaps you had done so, as you thought the law worked fairly 
well in Regina!—That is so far as my observation goes in regard to the town. 

34480. Do you consider that the licensees do not sell after prohibited hours and on 
Sundays ?—TI have no personal knowledge. 

34481. You are not able to say !—No. 

34482. You have said that the old system was not very practicable. Have you 
formed an opinion as to whether the fault was in the prohibition itself or in the adminis- 
tration of the permit system ?—I think the trouble was in trying to effect limited 
prohibition. 
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34483. You think it is impossible to enforce limited prohibition !—I think it is an 
impossibility ; it is a most invidious position in which to place any one. 

34484. Why do you think the enforcement of prohibition not practicable : please 
state briefly your reasons /—From my experience of the working of the permit system, 
and the smuggling that has taken place in the western part of the country from Mani- 
toba to British Columbia. 

34485. We have had it in evidence, even this morning, that in the early years, up 
to 1886 and 1887, prohibition was very well enforced and with very good effects. What 
arose after that time to make prohibition less possible of enforcement !—The towns 
increased in size, and sale of liquor began in them, and the smuggling of liquor 
commenced. 

34486. Or was it rather this, that the permits began to increase in number !—The 
permits began to increase in consequence of the extra demand, and the fact that liquor 
was being openly sold. 

34487. Did you keep a record of the permits issued /— Always. 

34488. Would it be too much trouble to give the Commission a recorded list of the 
permits issued for the last 10 years /—They appear officially in the Report of the Depart- 
ment of the Interior from year to year. 

34489. Have youa copy of the report !—Yes. The Governor is bound to make a 
report every year of the permits issued, and this return has been made ever since the 
system has been established. I file statement, (Appendix 6); also copy of permit 
(Appendix 7). 

34490. Would those statements in the report be equally official with your record ? 
—They are in the Lieutenant-Governor’s report from year to year, and cover the num- 
ber of permits granted and the quantities applied for. 

34491. What was done with the permits when they were cancelled by the police ? 
—They were sent to the Governor’s office and kept on file and stored away. 

34492. Are there any suggestions you could make to the Commission in regard to 
the liquor trafic {—I do not know of any. 


JAMES C. POPE, of Regina, Chief License Inspector and Assistant Accountant 
of the North-west Territories, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


34493. How long have you resided in Regina !—Ten years last September. 

34494, Have you resided anywhere else in the North-west Territories !—No. 

34495. Did you come here from one of the other provinces ?—I came here from 
Prince Edward Island. 

34496. Have you held an official position ever since you came to Regina ?— Yes. 

34497. What was the first position you held ?—Assistant Postmaster at Regina. 

34498. What other official position have you held ?—That is all. Then I took 
charge of the permit system. 

34499. You became Inspector of Licenses when the law was changed ?— Yes. 

34500. In the discharge of your duties in connection with the permit system, did 
you travel about the Territories /—No, I just kept to the railway. 

34501. Do you not travel about as Inspector ?—When there is any occasion to do 
so, or if there is any difficulty, I take a trip. 

34502. Judging from your experience of the working of the permit system and 
what you have seen as a resident of the North-west Territories, do you believe a_pro- 
hibitory law, a law prohibiting the manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating 
liquors for beverage purposes, could be practically entorced!—No, I think it could not. 

34503. In what direction did you find evasions of the law when the permit system 
was in force: was there any smuggling ?—-There was plenty of it. 

Rosert H. Gorpon. 
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34504. Do you not know in what form ?—In all shapes and ways. 

34505. We have heard that liquor was shipped in cases of other goods: was that 
the case ?— Yes. 

34506. In barrels of sugar, for example /—Yes. 

34507. We have also heard that liquor was brought into the country from the 
United States /—Yes, it was smuggled over the boundary. 

34508. What was the quality of the liquor that was smuggled in ?—Of course I 
can only give you hearsay testimony on that point, but I believe it was very bad. 

34509. What kind of liquor was it : spirits or ale ?—Spirits generally. 

34510. The bulk being small, it could be easily handled I suppose ?—Yes ; some- 
times even car lots would be smuggled. 

34511. Was the liquor scattered all over the Territories ?—Probably in the Fort 
Macleod and Calgary districts and in that section more than here. 

34512. What are your duties under the license law ?—To see that the law is strictly 
carried out. 

34513. Does that include seeing that no sales take place except by persons who 
are licensed ; in other words, that there is no illicit sale ?— Yes. 

34514. To see that the licensees conform to the requirements of the license 
law 7— Yes. 

34515. Are your duties general throughout the Territories ?-Yes. Of course I 
have deputies. 

34516. Do you have deputies at different points ?—Yes, all over. 

34517. Do they receive instructions to see that the law is enforced ?—Certainly. 

34518. Do you make that your own business ?—Yes, to the best of my ability. 
They are appointed Commissioners ; but still they are supposed to see that the law is 
carried out. 

34519. Are they under your direction ?—They are ; still the Commissioners are 
supposed to gee that the law is carried out. 

34520. So far as your experience goes, do you think the license law is well 
observed !—It is fairly well observed. On one occasion, however, at Prince Albert the 
half-breeds got hquor and gave it to the Indians. As that matter came under the 
Mounted Police, we did not take hold until lately; but seeing the police were not 
intending to deal with it, we issued instructions to investigate the matter at once and 
take every possible step to suppress the evil. 

34521. Who are the deputy inspectors !—Jos. C. Wigmore and Chester Thompson. 
The Commissioners have been instructed to carry out the law in regard to the Indians. 
That is the only complaint we have had through the newspapers in regard to Prince Albert. 

34522. In the event of the passage of a prohibitory law, a law prohibiting the 
manufacture, importation ana sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes, should 
the brewers and distillers receive remuneration for their plan and machinery which 
would be rendered useless ?—I think that would be reasonable. 

34523. I understand that you come from Prince Edward Island !—Yes. The Scott 
Act could not be enforced there, or, at any rate, it was very little enforced. 

34524. Did you come from Charlottetown !— Yes. 

34525. You know that the Scott Act was repealed, and that the present system is 
neither. prohibition or license?—They could not carry out the Scott Act ; liquor was 
smuggled in, and if the people could not get it in any other way they would go round to 
the back-doors of hotels. I have not been there, however, for thirteen years. 

34526. Take the Island with its coast line and the indentations, would you hope to 
be able to enforce a prohibitory law in that province, a law to prevent the importation 
and sale ?—I do not think so. 

34527. You think that under the Scott Act people could get all they wished, and 
that it was impossible to prevent the use of liquor ?— Yes. 

34528. I suppose the people got liquor from St. John, Halifax and Montreal, and 
of course they could keep it in their cellars and use it themselves and give it away to 
their friends, but they must not sell or keep it for sale. In case of the enactment of a 
law that would prevent every man obtaining liquor, would you hope to be able to 
enforce such a law in Prince Edward Island ?—No ; I think it would be impossible. 
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34529. Would there be smuggling along the coast and across the straits of 
Northumberland ?— Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


34530. How long is it since you left Prince Edward Island ?—About 12 years. 

34531. Do you know whether there has been an increase in the temperance or 
prohibition sentiment during the last dozen years or not !—I heard that all the young 
men on the Island were taking to drink. 

34532. Do you attribute that to the Scott Act?—No; but under the Scott Act 
they could get what they wanted. 

34533. Do you know whether the Scott Act is in force in Charlottetown ’—Not at 
the present time. I know it was a failure. 

34534. Do you know whether the present system is a success or a failure ?—No. 

34535. Not having been there for twelve years, have you made any personal 
observations of the working of the Scott Act !—No. 

34536. Then what you are stating is simply hearsay !/—Yes. 

34537. You would not care to give it in evidence ?—It is hearsay. 

~34538. Did you say that the license law in the North-west Territories is well 
observed ?—I did not say that. I say that so far as I know from my personal exper- 
ience, it is well observed, with the exception of one or two places, where it is reported 
that certain wholesale people are breaking the law. Whenever I hear anything of the 
kind, I take immediate steps to stop it. 

34539. Have there been any licensees brought to book for violations of the license 
law !—Not one. : 

34540. You have taken steps in some cases, I suppose ?—-No. It was rumoured at 
one time that a certain hotel and a wholesale dealer were selling after hours. We in- 
structed the Inspector to-warn each that if that occurred, they would certainly be fined 
and their licenses would be cancelled. Since then, I have not heard any complaints. 

34541. Did the Deputy Commissioners intimate that there are any violations of 
law, except the Prince Albert case to which you have referred !—Yes, in one or two 
places I have had notice of violations of the law, and I have instructed them to take 
steps at once. 

34542. Have you heard nothing since, and is the case at Prince Albert the only 
one !—Nothing. 

34543. Then so far as your experience goes, you believe that the prohibitory pro- 
visions of the license law are carefully observed !—Yes, so far as I know. 

34544. Do you know of any sale of liquor after hours at Regina ?—I do not remem- 
ber any. J heard of one case, and instructed the Inspector accordingly ; but since a 
letter was written officially to the parties, I think the law has been well observed. 

34545. Have you heard of violations on the Sabbath?—I have not heard of 
Sabbath violations. 

34546. How many licenses are issued in Regina !—I think there are six, four hotel 
and two wholesale. 

34547. No restaurant licenses !—There are no such licenses granted except in a 
town with a population of 3,000 people. 

34548. What are the hours of closing at hotels !—From 11 o’clock at night till 7 
o clock in the morning, and on Monday the bar is not allowed to be opened until 6 o’clock. 

34549. I suppose a wholesale dealer is not permitted to retail at all?—It is what 
you call a shop license. With a shop license a party can sell one bottle or two reputed 
pints, equal to one quart. 

34550. Has there been any memorial or complaint made to yourself or to any official 
connected with the license law. That matter comes under the direction or control of 
the Assembly ; but you have taken steps, I believe, to prevent any trouble !—We have 
taken steps. 

34551, And you have heard nothing since ?—No. 

34552. I think you said that you did not believe in the practicability of prohibition. 
Do you believe in the principle of prohibition ?—TI do in a certain way. If liquor would 
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injure a young man in any way, it might be better that he should not have it ; but I do 
not believe in dictating to a man what he shall eat or drink. 

34553. Then you believe it would be well to undertake by law to prohibit the drink 
habit including the manufacture, importation and sale !—Yes, if it could be worked out 
practically. 

34554. Then you believe in the principle, though you think it could not be practi- 
cally enforced !—I do not think it could be carried out. 

34555, On what is your opinion based ?—I think the majority of the people are 
against it. 

34556. The people of Manitoba recently voted by a majority of 12,000 in favour of 
prohibition. Would that show that the sentiment of the people was in its favour ?—I do 
not think the people of Manitoba are in favour of it. 

34557. If a vote were taken in the North-west Territories, and it were given in 
favour of prohibition, do you not believe that it would express the sentiment of the 
public ?—I think if a straight vote were taken for prohibition or license, it would be 
given in favour of license. 

34558. It did not go in favour of license in Manitoba ?!—I do not think the vote 
was taken that way. 

34559. The way it was taken was: yes or no on prohibition ?—-I was not of that 
opinion. I do not think that is the sentiment of the public. 

34560. Notwithstanding they voted that way !—Notwithstanding they voted that 
way. 

34561. Suppose the plebiscite had shown a majority in favour of license, would 
that vote have expressed the sentiment of the people ’—I think it would, because the 
people are in favour of license. 

34562. If a vote showing a majority in favour of license is regarded as expressive 
of the will of the people, how is it that a vote showing a majority in favour of prohibi- 
tion is not expressive of the will of the people’—From my experience, I think the peo- 
ple in the Territories are in favour of license. 

34563. Would you be willing that a plebiscite should be taken in these Territories 
on this question !— Yes. 

34564. And if that plebiscite resulted in the majority voting in favour of prohibi- 
tion, would you think that verdict meant that the people wanted prohibition ?—I do 
not think it would be in favour of prohibition. 


; Hon. HUGH Sr. QUENTIN CAYLEY, M. L. A., of Calgary, on being duly 
_ sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


34565. I understand you are Premier of the North-west Territories/—I am a 
_ Member of the Assembly here. We have no title of Premier ; I am Chairman of the 
_ Executive Committee here. 
4 34566. What is your profession /—I am a lawyer. 
34567. How long have you resided in the North-west Territories /—Since 1884. 
“ 34568. Have you always resided at Calgary !— Virtually all the time at Calgary. 
| 34569. Did you come here from one of the other provinces ’—I came here from 
Toronto. 
34570. Have youseen the working of a prohibitory law anywhere else than in the 
North-west Territories /— Yes. 
34571. From what you have seen since you came here of the working of the system 
as it was enforced here before the license law came into operation, do you think it could 
be effectually enforced ?—Not the law they had. 
34572. You mean the permit system !—Not the permit system. 
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34573. What was the difficulty about the working of it?—I do not think the sys- 
tem of prohibition, seeing it as I saw it, can be enforced without the extra powers that 
were given to the police when I first came here. 

34574.. What were those powers !—The power of search, personal and domiciliary. 

I do not think such a law can be enforced without these powers. 

34575. Taking the Dominion of Canada as a whole, do you think it would be pos- 
sible to enforce such a law with a‘body of men searching the residences and persons of 
Her Majesty’s subjects ?—We would not stand it in the North-west, and I do not see 
why you should stand it in the East. That is the great objection. It was not the prin- 
ciple we objected to in the North-west Territories when I came here first, it was not the 
principle of prohibition we objected to, not in the slightest, but we did object to the 
powers given to those men who were unyielding i in the exercise of them. 

34576. Are you a member of the Legislative Assembly !—I was a member of the 
old North-west Council in 1886, I think, I came up here in 1884. I think I was elected 
in 1886, and I have been a member of the Assembly ever since. 

34577. The present Assembly has passed a License Law we understand ?—Yes, 
that was in obedience to the vote. 

34578. That measure was carried by the representatives of the people, we believe ? 
—Yes, the law was enacted by the representatives of the people in the Legislature, it 
was their vote. 

34579. You refer to the law now in force ?—Yes. ; 

34580. So far as you have seen its operation, since it has come in force, do you 
think it is preferable to the old system ?—Yes, certainly. 

34581. Was it your experience that under the old system the people obtained liquor 
for beverage purposes /—Yes, they did; there is no doubt about that. 

34582. We have been informed that under the old permit system the people got in 
quantities of liquor, and they would get together and consume the liquor in a very short 
time and drink to excess. Was that the state of things in the section where you 
lived ?—In 1884, which was the time I came up here, if a man got a permit filled (you 
understand the permit gave the right to import a certain quantity of liquor), it seemed 
to be known from the telegraph office to all his friends, and the consequence was a — 
debauch. 

34583. Was there much smuggling along the southern frontier?—Yes. I heard a 
great many men afterwards boasting about what they had done in that line. 

34584, It has been stated that the liquor smuggled from the United States was of a 
very inferior character, even of a foul kind. Do you know anything in regard to that ? 
—We can only suppose, on general principles, that such was the case. Of ¢ course, there 
was a great deal manufactured in the country. 

34585. Do you mean by illicit stills ?—Certainly. 

34586. Was there a complaint that there was bad liquor brought in and used? 
—TI cannot say that, because I know nothing about it, except that those who did drink 
it say the liquor is better since the new system came into force. 

34587. It has been stated that other compounds than liquor were resorted to? 
—Yes. When I first came to the Territories a gentleman would ask you up to his 
room to meet a few friends. He would make decoctions which, in nine cases out of ten, 
were composed of peppermint or some such material mixed with something else, and he — 
would make intoxicating beverages out of those compounds, and they would keep drink- 
ing those compounds nearly half the night. 

34588. He bought substances with which to make those decoctions?—Yes. Per- 
haps if I could give you a short history of the Prohibitory Law it might be better than 
these answers, which are simply opinions. But my evidence is personal. I came up 
here in 1884. I came from Toronto, where a different system was in vogue. I went to 
Calgary, and there I found the idea prevailing that when I obtained a drink a 
personal favour was conferred on me by some person or other. I took it as a personal 
favour, and of course those personal favours were conferred upon a great many people, 
and the consequence was that most of those people who had personal favours con- 
ferred upon them abused those favours. At the same time, I found the Mounted Police 
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trying to carry out the law. They required to have extraordinary powers given to them, 
otherwise there would have been no use trying to enforce the law; and, as you cannot 
have the best of men in the Mounted Police, you have to excuse an occasional feeling of 
anger against them. Very well then. When I came up in 1884, I heard many stories, 
as for instance, that members of the Mounted Police in plain clothes, visited a man’s 
house during his absence and searched even his wife’s bed. In 1884, the Mounted Police 
were looked upon as the terror of the country, because they possessed those extraordin- 
ary powers of search, which they exercised not according to the law of right or the law 
of justice. That was the case in 1884. Then the law as regards permits became 
relaxed, as you know; permits were much more freely given in the country to 
people to procure such liquor as they wished. But the powers of the Police were not re- 
laxed. The consequence was that whenevera man had private vengeance against any 
one, and he was on the force, he exercised it. Of course, I do not consider it possible to 
keep liquor out of the country, unless you give those powers to a body of men; but when 
you do, you must be sure to obtain the best men in the country. Whenwe were talking 
about a license law, I was asked to draft one, and I drafted the present law. 

34589. What do you think is the effect on a community of having a law that is 
persistently and flagrantly violated !—I agree with Edward Blake in that respect. He 
said: You cannot enforce a law unless you have the sentiment of the people in favour 
of it. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


34590. I think I understood you to say that the permit system was relaxed after a 
certain time, and continued to be so. Do you think that was a good thing ?—TI cannot 
tell you whether it was or not. It was the people’s wish. 

34591. You think the desire of the people expressed itself in favour of the permit 
system being relaxed ?—Yes. 

34592. Were there no parties against a relaxation of the administration of the law, 
and asking a more rigid administration of the permit system /—Yes ; but so far as I re- 
member, they were parties altogether out of the Territories. 

34593. Was there a movement in the Territories towards the more rigid enforce- 
ment of prohibition ?—There were always a body of men who thought a rigid enforce- 
ment would be best. 

34594. Did they express that desire in a formal way!?—I think so. They had 
it in their power to express that opinion. 

34595. On the other hand, were there parties against the rigid enforcement of the 
law, and did those people express themselves in a formal way !—No, I think not. 

34596. Do you think the permit system was well administered !—No, I do not. 

34597. Do you know whether the Lieutenant-Governor made it a condition that he 
should have personal knowledge of the applicants before he would give them permits ?— 
T think he generally asked, if he had no personal knowledge of the applicant, the opinion 
of the Mounted Police, or perhaps the opinion of the Member for that district. 

34598. Still you think the permit system was not well administered?—-No. When 
the Lieutenant-Governor had no personal knowledge, he would not grant the permit ; 
but I do not think there was any special class favoured with regard to the granting of 
permits. -I think in Governor Dewdney’s time and Governor Royal’s time, men who were 
good citizens and good Conservatives were granted permits ; I think they were personal 
favours. 

34599. You do not think they were administered on any special plan but were 
personal favours. Do you mean that permits were granted to all persons who wanted 
liquor for consumption /—No. 

34600. Not to all persons who might apply ?—No. I have had a great deal of expe- 
rience in that direction. I have been a Member of the Legislature for six or seven - 


_ years, during part of Governor Dewdney’s term and altogether during Governor Royal’s 
term. Many whom I recommended were refused, and I certainly did not recommend 


any men of ill repute or any men who made a business of selling. 
34601. Did you recommend any who were in the habit of drinking to excess !— 
Yes, I did. I did frequently recommend men who abused their privileges. 
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34602. Did you understand that applications were made by a large number who 
. simply desired liquor to drink, who when they applied, and were known to the Lieutenant- 
Governor or to some friend of his, their requests were acceded to?—No; I think as a 
rule if the Lieutenant-Governor knew they were people who were very fond of liquor, 
he refused to grant them permits. 

34603. In 1887, there were permitted 21,000 gallons and in 1888, 56,000 galions. 
How do you account for that jump?—Is there no classification in that record—is it 
whisky, brandy or beer? 

34604. It is a mixture of all kinds !—Can I have the figures ? 

34605. I think there were 21,000 gallons of beer and spirits in 1887, and 56,000 
gallons of beer and spirits in 1888?—You mean that was the four per cent period. 

34606. That came in in 1889, and those figures are for two years before that?— 
Governor Dewdney was here in 1884, and Governor Royal came in 1888. 

34607. When was the increase !—It must have been between 1887 and 1888. The 
last year under Governor Dewdney the quantity was 21,000 gallons, and during the first 
year of Governor Royal, which was really only half a year, it was 56,000. 

34608. I was not speaking of individuals, but I was speaking of years ?—Governor 
Dewdney came in 1884. The first year of his administration the quantity was 9,000 
gallons, the last year 21,000 gallons, which was in 1887. The first year of Governor 
Royal, in 1888, the quantity was 56,000 gallons. There was an increase under Governor 
Royal. 

: 34609. Can you account for the leap from 21,000 to 56,000 gallons ?’—TI think the 
permits were issued more freely, and more people were coming into the Territories. 

34610. Then you think the relaxed permit system was not good: do you say that? 
—If prohibition is going to exist in any country, it must be absolute. If the people 
have to die for want of liquor they have to die. That is my opinion. 

34611. Do you think they die for want of it ?—I think they die for want of it. If 
a man has the moral courage to refuse liquor, then that is a man to be admired. 

34612. Do you think the drink habit is increasing in the Territories 7—It is very 
hard to say. It is a matter. of opinion. I would rather say that I do not think it is in- 
creasing. More liquor is consumed, but I do not seem to have noticed the excessive 
drinking we had formerly. 

34613. Would it be well if there were obstacles, say the licensing of the quantity 
consumed ?— Yes. 

34614. Are you yourself an abstainer’—No; I hope not to have my personal 
matters investigated. 

34615. We ask doctors, lawyers and ministers, that question /—If it were not pub- 
lished, I would tell you exactly what I am. 

34616. Will you answer this question : what do you think is the effect of violating 
a law on the violator ?—How can it be otherwise than demoralizing. 

34617. Do you think that because there are men who desire to violate the law, it 
would be well to repeal the law?—There you enter on high ground. You might as 
well ask the man who committed a theft, whether it would not be well that the law 
against theft should be removed. I do not agree with you there. 

34618. Was the license law the chief issue at the last election in the Territories ?— 
I think not. I think it might have been so in two or three districts. The prohibition 
sentiment is very strong, however, in this country, and if the women were allowed to vote, 
the probability is that if there was an election, prohibition would be carried. This is 
a very strong statement from a man who believes that a license law is the best to such, 
but I believe that the sentiment is that way in the western part of the Territories. 

34619. So it was not the issue at the last election?—I think not. I know in all 
cases where the candidates were opposed to prohibition their votes must be taken cam 
grano salis. 


Hon. Hucu St. QUENTIN CAYLEY. 
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JAMES H. BENSON, of Regina, Sheriff of the Judicial District of Western 
Assiniboia, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


34620. Please describe briefly the boundary of your district?—It runs from 
Ranges 10 and 11 up to Maple Creek, south to the international boundary, and north 
to the border of Saskatchewan. 

34621. How long have you lived in the North-west Territories ?—I have lived in 
the North-west and Regina 10 years in December next. 

34622. How much of that time have you lived in Regina ?—All that time. 

34623. How long have you been Sheriff ?—Since 1887. 

34624. Did you come here from one of the other provinces !—From Ontario. 

34625. From what part ?—From the County of Huron. 

34626. What law was in force when you left there ?—The license law. 

34627. Have you known any other country than the North-west Territories under 
a prohibitory law ?—None whatever. 

34628. What has been your experience in the Territories : have you found the law 
to be effectually enforced ?!—At first the permit system was effectually enforced for 
some time. 

34629, Do you think the condition changed !—I noticed a perceptible change. 

34630. Do you travel round the country ’—Yes, in my district. 

34631. In the course of your travels have you found that liquor was obtainable ?— 
It was obtainable at times, but I have heard complaints that it was not obtainable. 

34632. Have you heard complaints as to the quality of the liquor in the country ?— 
Under the permit system, I always understood, and it was soin my experience, that the 
liquor brought in was very good; but the four per cent beer which came in was, I 
consider, villainous stuff. 

34633. Was any liquor of an inferior character smuggled in during the permit 
system period ?—I do not think so. 

34634. We have heard that there was impure liquor brought in from the United 
States ?—I do not think that that applied here. Any liquor smuggled here was smuggled 
in from Manitoba. 

34635. Did illicit sale prevail to any great extent ?—I heard of two or three cases, 
but it was not general. 

34636. Then there came a change in the permit system, by which the quantity that 
was brought in was increased ?—Yes. 

34637. By which increased quantities of spirits were brought in as well as four per 
cent beer ?—There may have been an increase of both. Liquor was more easily obtained 
in later years. 

34638. Judging from what you saw of the prohibitory law during its existence, 
would you consider that it would be practicable to enforce a prohibitory law for the 
whole of Canada !—Judging from what I saw, I say certainly not. 

34639. If such a law were passed by Parliament, a law prohibiting the manu- 
facture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes, would you 
deem it right that brewers and distillers should receivecompensation for their plant and 
machinery that would be rendered useless !—That is a question I have never considered, 
and it is one on which I could scarcely venture to give an opinion. My idea has always 
been that they should receive compensation. 

34640. What do you consider. is the effect on a community of a law remaining on 
the statute-book, such as a prohibitory law, that is persistently and flagrantly violated ? 
—I should say that it is very demoralizing. 

34642. Have you, as a citizen, seen something of the operation of the license law 
since it came into force !—Only from observation. 

34643. Does it appear to work fairly well ’—I consider it does ; I have heard very 
few complaints. 
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By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


34644. I think you said that in the early years prohibition worked fairly well /—It 
was enforced. 

34645. And later, what was the result ?—There were more sources from which 
liquor was brought into the Territories. 

34646. Later, there was a change. To what do you attribute it?—Very often I 
attribute it to the excessive work placed on the police, and to the fact that public 
sentiment was against the law. In this way they were not so rigid in their enforcement 
of the law as they would have been, if they had found that the public were with them. 

34647. Do you attribute the change in any way to the large number of permits 
granted !—No, I think not. My experience has been along the line of the railway, and 
the force was called back to make seizures. 

34648. Would the work of the police be more difficult if more permits were 
scattered over the country /—It would naturally make their work more difficult if at all 
points where liquor was imported the importations were covered by permits. 

34649. Would drinking increase in proportion as permits were increased /—I should 
naturally imagine it would. 

34650. Would the people be liable to obtain the impression that because there was 
increased drinking, prohibition was a failure, as it had not prohibited that drinking ?—I 
do not quite understand your question. 

34651. For instance: as the number of permits increased rapidly, must there 
necessarily have been an increase in drinking? Where more or less drinking is going 
on, I suppose there are more or less effects to be seen? Would those effects of drinking 
be more conspicuously noticeable ; would it seem that prohibition was a failure because 
there was so much drinking going on and such effects of drinking observable !— 
Naturally. 

34652. Was that the fault of the prohibition in the law or the permission in the 
law ?—I could not undertake to answer that question. 

34653. You have spoken of the police not having the sympathy of the people in 
later years. Did they have the sympathy of the people in early years ?—I think so. 
There were fewer people in the country then, and I admit that the people were more in 
favour of the permit system than they were afterwards ; the people were against it 
afterwards. 

34654. Speaking about the four per cent beer that was introduced, did you notice 
whether there was an increase of drinking after that change of system!’—-Do you refer 
to the drinking of spirits ? 

34655. I refer to drinking of spirits of all kinds ?—I do not think so. 

34656. Did the people instead of drinking spirits all the time, take something else a 
good deal of the time !—It would take a wise man to undertake to say what liquor the 
people took ; it was very foul stuff. I noticed its effects on people who were not drunkards 
and on men who were in the habit of drinking ; its effects were very perceptible, and it 
caused them to be stupefied. So aman would stop drinking it. 

34657. So the four per cent beer introduced did not improve the condition of things ? 
—I think not It rather increased the consumption of spirits, because if you could get 
spirit, you would certainly drink it in preference to the beer. 

34658. Speaking about the violations of the law, I ask you as an executive 
officer, which is better, to enforce a violated law, or to repeal the law because it is 
violated? For instance, a law is violated in this country : which would you rather do, 
endeavour to enforce it, or repeal it because it is violated ?—That would depend very 
much on the circumstances. I would, of course, endeavour to enforce a Jaw when it 
was violated, if it was possible to do so. 

34659. Especially as it was the law?—Yes; and I would endeavour to prevent 
violations of it. 

34660. Do you believe in the principle of prohibition !—I do not. 

34661. You think it is not well under any circumstances to prohibit the liquor 
trade, I suppose /—I would restrict it, but I would not prohibit it. 


Joun H. BENSON. 


_ ai 
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34662. Have you observed whether the license law does restrict the trade ?—My 
impression of the license law here as contrasted with my experience of partial prohibition, 
is so hmited that I could not venture to give an opinion in regard to it. We have had no 
chance since May Ist to properly observe its working. It has worked satisfactorily, 
so far as I could judge. I have seen no violations, and have not heard of any. 

34663. You have not heard of sales after hours and on Sundays ?— I have not heard 
of any, and have not seen any. 

34664. But I understand that you object to the principle of prohibition ’—Yes ; I 
have my own views on the subject. 

34665. Do you object to prohibition because it is not practicable, as is often alleged, 
or because it involves a wrong principle to be incorporated in the laws of the country ?— 
I think so. Those gifts were given to us I think, and we have a right to enjoy them 
within proper limits. 

34666. You mean alcoholic liquor was given to us /— Yes. 

34667. By whom ?—That is a question into which I need not enter. 

34668. Do you mean that it is one of the good creatures of God ?—It is one of the 
eifts of God, when not abused. 

34669. Do you think the four per cent beer was a gift of God ?—No; but Iam not 
speaking of that matter. 

34679. Do you think that God is responsible for the compounds which are called 
good liquors ?—I cannot say. 

34671. Can they be properly called the good creatures of God!—-Some might 
be so. 

34672. It might be a term for all things entering into those compounds ; but is 
God responsible for the compound or for the character of the compound ?—As I have 
already stated, I am against the principle of prohibition. 

34673. You think the trade should be restricted !—I do. 

34674. Why should it be restricted !—Because there is then less danger of viola- 
tions. 

34675. Why should there be restrictions thrown about the liquor trade that are 
not thrown about other trades ?/—I understand one reason is, that liquor is liable to be 
abused, and there are some men who have not suflicient control over themselves. 

34676. It is admitted, then, that the liquor trade is of a character different from 
all other trades, and that it is necessary to throw restrictions around it /—I am speaking 
from my standpoint and according to my observation. 

34677. Have you observed that notwithstanding the restrictions thrown about it, 
there is constant abuse of liquor and damage done to a considerable number of people ? 
—Not to any great extent. If the use or abuse of liquor in these Territories has been 
productive of ill-effects, I have not observed them except in one or two cases, but not to 
any great extent. : 

34678. Taking your observation in a wider field, have you observed that the drink 
trade is productive of evil in any degree /—In some instances I have seen evils result 
from it. 

34679. Is that the reason why the trade should be restricted by limiting the 
number of licenses and the hours of sale /—Yes, in my view. 

34680. Have you observed that under those restrictions, the evils are lessened !-— 
There are fewer people who drink to excess than when the trade was not limited or 
restricted. I think so, judging from the operation of the permit system originally here. 

34681. Then you think the permit system was of some benefit /—I do. 

34682. Was prohibition in the neighbourhood of public works, that is during the 
construction of the railway, a good thing !—The railway construction had gone on before 
I came here ; it was west of here then, and my duties did not carry me there. 

34683. It has been stated that prohibition during the construction of the railway 
was enforced and was productive of good results !—I have so understood. 

34684. Would prohibition, equally well enforced, be productive of good results 
under other conditions /—I hardly think so. 

34685. Do you believe, while of course you are opposed to the principle of prohibi- 
tion, that if there were a prohibitory law for the whole country, well enforced, it would 
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be beneficial ?—I suppose so ; but it would not be well enforced, so I could not imagine 
such a condition. 


By Judge McDonald : 


34686. Do you not find that this liquor question is a different question from all 
others in regard to the sentiment of the people, as a matter of fact ?—Yes. 

34687. Can you mention any subject that the Legislature deals with in the nature 
of criminal law in regard to which there is no difficulty in enforcing a law 1—No. 

34688. I suppose you invariably find that the sentiment of the people is in favour 
of enforcing the law ?—Yes. 

34689. And that sentiment prevails among a very large class and in a very large 
proportion of the community !/—Yes. 

34690. So that the authorities are enabled to carry out the law ?—Yes. 

34691. Then you find that this question differs from all others in that respect !— 
Very materially so. 

34692. Do you not think that in dealing with this question, circumstances must be 
taken into consideration ?—I think so; I think it would be an element in the case. 


ROBERT B. GORDON recalled. 
By Judge McDonald : 


34693. Do you know whether any municipality in the Territories has thus far 
availed itself of the local option clause in the License Act ?—I am not aware of any ; 
but the Inspector will be able to tell the Commission. 

34694. You have no knowledge of the matter ?—No. 


JAMES C. POPE recalled. 
By Judge McDonald : 


34695, Do you know whether any municipality in the Territories has thus far 
availed itself of the local option clause in the License Act ?—No. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


34696-7. What is the clause ?—It is one of the clauses in the License Ordinance. 
JupGE McDONALD—The clause reads as follows :— 


**No license shall be granted by the Board, for the sale of liquors within the limits of a license 
district, when it shall have been made to appear to the Board in manner hereinafter provided, that a 
majority of three-fifths of the duly qualified electors therein, who have voted at a poll taken as 
hereinafter specified, have declared themselves to be in favour of a prohibition of the sale of intoxicating 
liquors in their district, and against the issue of licenses therefor. 

‘* When a requisition is presented, accompanied by the sum of two hundred dollars to defray the 
expenses of the poll hereinafter specified, to any Commissioner from a number of the electors of any 
district (estimated as near as may be at least one-fifth of the total number of electors of the district, 
the basis of such estimate being the number of electors who voted at the last election of a member of 
the Legislative Assembly) requiring a vote to be taken as to whether or not such license shall issue or 
be granted therein, it shall be the duty of such Commissioner, upon the receipt of such requisition 
and the said sum of two hundred dollars to scrutinize the names of the electors attached to such 
requisition, and being satisfied that the names so attached are those of duly qualified electors 
within the district, and after the person or persons who have witnessed the signatures to the said 
requisition shall have sworn before a Justice or a notary public, that he, the said witness, or they, 
the said witnesses, were present and saw the said electors sign the said requisition: that the said 
electors sign the said requisition within thirty days of the date of such affidavit ; and that the electors 
constitute one-fifth of the electors of such district (estimated as above), to command the taking of 
such a poll of the said electors, to ascertain whether or not such licenses shall be granted.” 

Joun H. Benson. 


dissolved. 
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By kev. Dr. McLeod : 


34698. Does this mean that the people who present the requisition must deposit 
$200?—Yes. At the last session of the Legislative Assembly there was an amendment 
moved to reduce the amount to $100, but it did not pass, owing to the Legislature being 

34699. That is to say that people who want the vote taken are to make a deposit 
of $100, even if the amendment should be adopted. Will they not get it returned ?—I 
have not looked into that matter. 

34700. Do you know whether after the passage of the license law, there was oppor- 
tunity offered for the municipalities to take that course ?—Not last year. 

34701. That is the reason why there is nomunicipality under this option clause?— Yes. 

34702. The Act came into force on Ist May, I believe ?—It was assented to about 
that time. 

34703. Is it a fact that the law provided for a vote being taken within a certain 
time after the coming into force of the Act ?—I have not looked into the local option 
clause, as it 1s since it came into force. 

34704-5, It is stated that the Act shall not come into force within one year !— Yes. 

Jupg—E McDONALD.—Section 148 provides as follows :— 

‘This Ordinance shall come into force and take effect on, from and after the first day of May, 
one thousand eight hundred and ninety-two, nevertheless all proceedings taken and things done under 
the provisions of sections one to forty-eight, both inclusive, of this Ordinance subsequent to the date 
on which the Lieutenant-Governor assents to the same but prior to the said first day of May, shall be 
foe to be valid and shall have full force and effect for the purposes for which they are taken and 
dadone ! 


—= Yes, 


JAMES WILLIAMS, of Regina, police constable, on being duly sworn, deposed 


as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


34706. How many constables have you under your charge !—One. 

34707. How long have you resided in the North-west Territories !—Five years. 

34708. How long have you resided in Regina !—About one year. 

34709. Where did you reside before that?!—I was in the North-west Mounted 
Police, and my duties would, of course, take me to different points along the line. 

34710. Did you come from one of the other Provinces?—I came from Halifax, 
Nova Scotia. 

34711. Have you lived in any other country, except the North-west Territories, 
where prohibition was in force !—No. 

34712. Have you ever lived in any locality in Nova Scotia where local option was 
in force ?—I have seen the effects of the Scott Act in the Province. 

34713. From your experience of the working of prohibition in the North-west Terri- 
tories, do you think it could be effectually enforced ?—I believe it could. 

34714. What system do you think it would be best to adopt for that purpose !— 
Such a system as was carried out by the Mounted Police in the Territories. The system 
that was in force here previous to the license Jaw could have been enforced here if the 
authorities had not been so lax in regard to the issuing of permits. 

34715. Then, in your opinion, if fewer permits had been granted, the police would 
have been able to enforce prohibition !— Yes. 

34716. What were the powers of the Police ?—They could apply to a Magistrate or 
a Justice of the Peace for a search warrant, and in the case of commissioned officers of 
the force they did not require a search warrant, if there was reasonable ground to sus- 
pect that liquor was being sold or concealed in a house. Any officer could search the 


house. 
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34717. Could not the officer send a man to do it /—Yes. 

34718. You think with such a system, and no permits granted, a prohibitory law 
could be carried out !—It could. 

34719. From your knowledge of the city of Halifax and that part of Nova Scotia, 
do vou think you could carry out such a law there ?—There would be a little more diffi- 
culty on account of vessels coming in the harbour, and liquor would be concealed on board. 

34720. Do you think the number of residences and the population would make it 
more «difficult to visit houses and search them and search the persons of the people ?—If 
there were proper officials to look after incoming vessels, I believe there would be no 
necessity to search the houses. 

34721. How would you manage with regard to the coast line of Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick and Prince Edward Island: would you require a large force at different 
points?—In the event of prohibition being enacted for those provinces, the police 
used in the towns could be dispensed with and sent to the coast. 

34722. You think they would form a sufficient force for the purpose ?—I should 
think so. 

34723. You think that the police force in the cities could be dispensed with and 
sent to the coast in order to prevent liquor being landed ?—To a large extent. 

34724. And what would you provide in regard to Prince Edward Island /—I have 
had no experience there. 

34725. How would you provide for the boundary of the United States in Quebec 
and Ontario ?—I should think the same plan would apply. 

34726. Would the same plan apply to the North-west Territories and Manitoba?— 
We have a sufficient body of men in the Territories to do the work. 

34727. And how would you manage in regard to British Columbia ?—I have never 
been there. 

34728. Are you in favour of prohibition as a principle !—I am. 

34729. Do you think it could be effectually enforced in Canada !—I believe it could. 

34730. And without adding to the force, but simply availing yourself of the 
present force /—I think a sufficient number could be drafted from the force now in 
existence, and in fact the others could be dispensed with, and a great many of the 
prisons closed. 

34731. Do you think the benefits of prohibition would be so great that many men 
could be relieved from the service !—I think they could be. 

34732. And the prisons closed up ?—A number of them could be. 

34733. Do you think the county jails could be dispensed with /—Yes, in some 
counties. 

34734. How would you propose to manage with regard to illicit sale in the counties : 
would the same officers look after them ?—Yes ; they do it in Ireland. 

34735. Would you favour the establishment in Canada of such a force as the Irish 
Constabulary to deal with these matters ’—No ; I do not think such a force would be 
necessary. The police in the various localities could deal with it. 

34736. You would use the ordinary police force in the country to do the work ?— 
T would take a few men from the force, men well adapted for the work. 

34737. How many men connected with the police force probably could be dispensed 
with here in Regina ?—There is only one man here. 

34738. Do you think he would not be needed if there was no license law here ?— 
Very probably not. 

34739. Do you not think that, if prohibition were adopted, such a reduction of the 
police force would be dangerous !—I believe it would be. 

34740. Do you believe that in case of a prohibitory law being passed, a law pro- 
hibiting the manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage 
purposes, the brewers and distillers should be compensated for their loss of plant and 
machinery !—That is a question to which I have not given any thought. My own 
impression is that they should not. 

34741. You know that the sentiment of the Maritime Provinces is very strongly 
in favour of prohibition, IT suppose /—I have gathered it from the newspapers. 

JAMES WILLIAMS. 
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34742. Supposing a vote was taken on this question for the whole of Canada, and 
it was found that there was a large majority, perhaps 10 to 1 in the Maritime Provinces 
in favour of prohibition ; that a large majority in Quebec was against it, that Ontario 
was about evenly balanced, that Manitoba and the North-west Territories were 
strongly in favour of it, and British Columbia 10 to 1 against it: would you hope to 
enforce such a law in Quechee and British Columbia with Sieh a sentiment against it ?— 
After a little time, I believe it would be enforced ; it would not be Prorced the first 
year. 

34743. Do you believe that, after that time, it would be enforced ?-—I believe go. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


34744. How long have you been Chief Constable of Regina ?—Three months. 

34745. Since the license law has been in operation ?— Yes. 

34746. Was there any constable here before that time ?—Not that I am aware of. 

34747. You think that prohibition would be a good thing for the country at large 
even if it required an addition to the present police force 1—I believe it would. We 
would have less poverty in the country, fewer work-houses and less pauperism in the 
Eastern Provinces. 


AMEDEE EMANUEL FORGET, of Regina, Assistant Indian Commissioner, on 


being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


34748. How long have you resided in the North-west Territories ?—Since the fall 
of 1876. 

34749. Where did you reside in the Territories during that time, in more than 
one place !/—For one year I was at Fort Pelly, and five years at Battleford, and the 
balance of the time at Regina. 

4750. Where did you reside before you came to the Territories /—In Montreal. 

34751. Have you had any experience of a prohibitory law anywhere else than in 
the Territories /—Nowhere else. 

34752. So far as you were able to observe its operation in the Territories, did you 
find it successful in prohibiting the use of intoxicating liquors as beverages ?—No. It 
has been to some extent successful, but not entirely. 

34753. We have had evidence before the Commission of what is called the permit 
system, under which people were allowed by permit to get quantities of liquor and 
bring it into the Territories, at which time they would call their friends together and 
have a drinking bout as long as the liquor held out /—That was just as much so under any 
other system. 

34754. Has your attention been in any way called to the kind of liquor in use in 
the Territories?’—I think under the permit system there were more of the hard 
intoxicating liquors sold than under the license system. 

34755. Or what we would call distilled spirits ?—Yes, I think so. Take my own 
case. I was living at Battleford, 00 miles from Winnipeg, ‘and permits were obtainable 
only occasionally, owing to the distance and the heavy charge for freight on bulk liquor. 
The people would get the strongest liquor, and they would only mdcdl a small quantity 
then because they ‘diluted it with water after it was received. The distance, of course, 
made it impossible to send for beer or claret. I was in the habit of drinking claret in 
Montreal, but I had not a glass of claret for five years at Battleford. 

347 56. From your experience, do you think it would be a good thing if the use of 
light wines and ales was encouraged and the consumption of the heavier liquors dimin- 
ished ?1—That is my firm belief. The encouragement of the use of light wines would do 
more than anything else to reduce the drinking of hard liquors. 
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34757. Is there much lager beer used here ?—I believe there is a good deal. 

34758. Have you been at any time south of the line of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway in the direction of the boundary of the United States /—Not except at Macleod. 

34759. We are told that considerable quantities of liquor were smuggled from the 
United States ?— Yes, that was the case at one time. 

34760. It has been stated that the liquor was very bad in quality. Have you had 
any experience in that respect !—I have had no personal experience of it. 

34761. A license law is now in force in the Territories: have you as a citizen ob- 
served whether it is working well?—I have taken very slight notice of its working 
personally, but it has not been very well enforced. 

34762. In your particular department as Assistant Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
part of your duty is, I presume, to see that intoxicating liquor is kept from the Indians ? 
—Yes. 

34763. I believe that under the permit system there was not so much chance of get- 
ting liquor as under the present system, so far as the Indians were concerned /—Under 
the present system many people have liquor for sale, and in some cases it is hard to dis- 
tinguish who are Indians and who are not, because there are in some places, such as 
Duck Lake, Prince Albert and Edmonton, people now called Indians who were formerly 
members of the Treaty Indians, or who have withdrawn from the treaty to accept the 
scrip which was offered by the Government to Half-breeds. There is very little differ- 
ence between those people and the real Indians, and yet they are practically the same 
as white citizens. Liquor may be sold in those localities and to those people legally. 

34764. We have been told that in some sections where liquor is allowed to be sold, 
it is not allowed to be sold directly to the Indians, but white men will get it for the 
Indians /—It is done, but not very frequently. 

34765. In case of a prohibitory law being passed, a law prohibiting the manufac- 
ture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes, do you think 
brewers and distillers should be remunerated for loss of plant and machinery ?—Yes, I 
should say so, if there was such a change made. 

34766. It is urged by some that when changes occur in the trade policy of the Gov- 
ernment affecting individuals they should not be compensated !—I think compensation- 
should be made them in the event of such a law being enacted for the Dominion. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


34767. What did you regard as the weak features of the North-west prohibition ? 
—The weak feature was the attempt to prohibit the bringing in of liquors, which is a 
hard thing to do in any place. 

34768, It did succeed in part, I believe /—Yes. I think as regards the lower class 
of the people the permit system was successful, but the upper class people drank more 
liquor under permit than they do now. The poor people could not aftord it. 

34769. Then you think the permit system was the weak part of it ?—It was not 

called a license system, but it really was one. Instead of allowing one individual to 
have liquor in his possession for sale, it allowed individuals at large to have liquor in 
their possession for their own use. : 

34770. And also for sale if they were disposed to sell it ?—Yes, though they were 
not presumed to sell. 

34771. Then it was license in this sense, that instead of there being a number of 
persons licensed to sell, the prerogative rested with the Governor of allowing individuals 
to bring in liquor 1_Yes, in reality. 1 

34772. In regard to the permit system : if it had been more rigidly enforced, would 
prohibition in a ‘lar ger degree have been a success?— Yes, if it had been. I was 
connected with that system before becoming Indian Commissioner. I was Clerk of 
the North-west Council and Secretary to Governor Dewdney, and afterwards to Gover- 
nor Royal, and I had really the administration of the department at that time, of course, 
under the direction of both of their Honours under whom I served, but some discretion 
was allowed me. If the Lieutenant-Governor was free in granting permits he was 
assailed by persons inclined to be prohibitionists for being too liberal ; if, on the other 
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hand, he became a little strict, he was assailed in letters from all over the country with - 
discriminating against certain persons. So it was one of the hardest systems possible 
to administer, and to discriminate as between parties. In fact, the question frequently 
arose as to whether the Lieutenant-Governor had a right to discriminate between 
persons. > 

34773. So, I suppose, you did not discriminate but issued permits generally ?— 
Sometimes we discriminated with the result that I have shown. We established certain 
rules under which the application had to be recommended by some person known to 
His Honour before the permit was granted. 

34774. Did you observe how the introduction of the four per cent beer for sale 
worked : what was its effect ?—I think it had a beneficial effect on the whole; it cer- 
tainly decreased the applications for strong drink. I was then Secretary to the Lieut- 
enant-Governor, and I noticed that myself. 

34775. I notice this, that in 1888, at the end of the year the four per cent beer 
was introduced, 8,561 gallons were allowed by permit; in 1889, 11,660 gallons of 
spirits were admitted by permit ; and in 1890, 18,417 gallons. So there was a steady 
increase in the quantity of spirits used, while there was also a steady increase in the 
four per cent beer and all other liquors’—You did not take into account the steady 
increase also in the population ; that, of course, has to be kept in mind. 

34776. Then, you think there was no disproportionate increase? If you take the 
reports year after year, they will show an increase, which cannot be explained. In 1888 
there were 56,000 gallons of all kinds of liquor permitted ; in 1889, 151,000, nearly three 
times as much, and there was certainly not that increase in population.. In 1890 the 
quantity was-153,000 gallons. In 1891 the four per cent beer system was introduced, 
and was enforced. Then including all kinds of liquors, a very large increase will be 
explained by the fact of the four per cent system ; but that will explain only a certain 
quantity ?—I do not think there was any disproportionate increase. 


By Judge McDonald : 


34777, The annual consumption of those liquors in the North-west Territories and 
in Manitoba was as follows: in 1890, -319 and ‘541 of beer; in 1889, -031; in 1891, 
2-315 gallons, or more than double the quantity of beer, with a very slight increase of 
spirits !— Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


34778. In 1889 the total importation of hquor under permit was 151,000 gallons, 
and in that year 11,660 gallons of it were spirituous. So while there was an increase in 
beer, there was also an increase in the quantity of spirits consumed ?— Which is explained 
by the increase in population. 

34779. The introduction of the four per cent beer, I believe, was made with a view 
to lessen the consumption of spirits. Was that the case!—Yes; it was one of the 
motives. . 

34780. But it would seem by the figures that the consumption kept pace with the 
increase of population, and that while beer increased, there was also a proportionate 
increase in the consumption of spirits ’—-The population has steadily increased during 
that period, and that is why the figures would show a different result. I think that 
if the population had remained stationary, there would have been a decrease in the 
importation of strong liquors. 

34781. As Assistant Commissioner of Indian Affairs I notice that your testimony 
is similar to that of Commissioner Reed, who said that extra precautions had to be taken 
now under the license system in order to protect the Indians from liquor ?—Yes. 

34782. Do you find that is true ?—Yes. 

34783. So that, in that respect, the license system is not an improvement !—It is 
not an improvement so far as our Indians are concerned. 

34784. Is it an improvement so far as the Territories are concerned /—I cannot say 
that it is; I prefer a complete prohibitory system, if it could be enforced. _ 

34785. Do you think there would be great difficulty with regard to enforcement ? 
—I do. TI believe it would be next to impossible to enforce such a system very strictly. 
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34786. At all events, you think there would be great difficulties /— Yes. 

34787. Do you think a general prohibitory system could be well enforced in the 
Territories and that good results would follow ?—Yes, as everywhere else. 

34788. Do you consider its enforcement, if its enforcement could be secured, would 
be the means of reducing the quantity of liquor introduced in one way or another ?— 
Yes, I think so. 

34789. Do you think the benefits in such a case would be marked /—Yes. 


By Judge McDonald : 


34790. In regard to the enactment of such a law: have you had any experience as 
to the practicability of such a law, and have you considered what the effects on the com- 
munity would be of prosecuting cases of violation. We are told that in some places 
attempts to enforce prohibition in courts of justice are attended by perjury. Have you 
had any experience in cases of that kind ?—I have had experience, and the effects are not 
beneficial. 

34791. We are told that people look on the enforcement of such a law differently 
from the enforcement of all other laws. Have you noticed that !—Yes, I have noticed it. 

34792. What, in your opinion, is the effect on a community of having on the statute- 
book such a law as this, which is persistently and flagrantly violated ?—The effect is 
very ee 

34793. Has it a tendency to bring law into contempt with the people ?— Yes. 

BdTOd In increasing the number “of permits which were issued, it has been sug- 
gested that the reason they were increased was the fact that a large quantity of liquor 
was being brought in legally, both from the United States and from Manitoba, and it 
was thought fia by issuing more permits less liquor would be smuggled in aay es ; 
whenever permits were eranted freely there were fewer causes of smuggling. 

34795-6. Looking at the figures in regard to the increase of importations and looking 
at the consumption per head, the Government figures show no apparent increase, but 
must it not be taken into account that the figures of the quantity smuggled did not 
appear in that report!—Yes; it did not appear at all. 

34797. And therefore, in spite of the smuggling, there was as much liquor being 
introduced per head as under the permit system T_Yes, probably more, but the figures 
did not appear in the public reports. 

mule What was the first year you came here ?/—In 1876. 

34799. The annual consumption per head in Manitoba and the North-west Terri- 
tories per here was : of spirits, °726, of beer 1:77, of wine ‘205 during that year. During 
the next year, 1877, the consumption dropped, the figures being : spirits 294, beer 26, 
and wine ‘12. Next year it again increased, the quantities being, i in 1878, spirits 533, 
beer 1-468, wine °53; so that, as compared with the previous year, spirits about do. bled, 
beer more than doubled, and wine quadrupled. The quantities varied from year to year 
until 1883. For that year the quantity of spirits was ‘875, beer 1°679, and wine °34. 
The following year, 1889, the figures were as follows: -609 for spirits, beer 3-080, wine 
16200 win 1890, as follows: spirits ‘519, beer 1:25, and wine °41 ; and in the following 
year there was an increase again, at all events a considerable increase in beer. So the 
quantity of liquor has been fluctuating from year to year, it being sometimes more and 
sometimes less.— Yes. 

34800. I understood you to say that the increase in population was one of the 
causes of the changes ?— Yes. 

34801. That the introduction of the four per cent system led to the increase in the 
quantity of beer used ?—Yes. 

34802. In connection with these matters, do you think the habits of the people 
have changed with an increase in the use of liquors ?—Yes ; since the license system was 
enforced. 

34803. And under permit /—Yes. My own experience has led me to believe that 
there was as much drinking done in the Territories and Manitoba when under permit as 
in Quebee and Ontario mudee license systems. 

34804. Did you notice that, while more liquor was consumed, the people, as a body, 
were more given to drinking during the later than the former years !—Just about the 

AMEDEE EMANUEL ForGE?. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES. 249 


same. As the centres of population increase, you see more drunkenness, I suppose. 
But this is accounted for by the increase in the population. 

34805. Has there been more increase in proportion to the population ?—Just about 
the same. 

34806. It has been stated that not only liquors were smuggled in, but com- 
pounds were used. Do you know anything in regard to them ?—Yes ; these practices 
were resorted to, especially by the lower classes of people. Where the person or persons 
could not obtain permits for one reason or another to enable them to get large quanti- 
ties of liquor, they would purchase from drug stores or from other stores essences of 
various kinds, pain-killer, essence of ginger ead eau de Cologne. I know of a case in 
Battleford where a dozen ‘bottles of eau de Cologne were bought, and the people got not 
only drunk, but dreadfully sick. 

34807. Taking Canada as a whole, taking the Province of Quebec and our long 
coast line and the international boundary of the United States, would it be possible that 
a prohibitory law could be enforced practically !—I do not think it could be enforced. 

34808. Taking the Territories as you have known them, and taking the permit sys- 
tem, under which some liquor was brought in legally and some illegally, and taking the 
license system: if prohibition were adopted, what would be the consequence 2 Some 
liquor would continue to be imported legally and some illegally to a more or less degree, 
according to the amount of stringency exercised. But no matter what means you 
adopted to get rid of liquor, some people would get it. 

34809. We have been told that in order to make prohibition a success, it would be 
necessary to have a large body of officers possessing tue same powers as the North-west 
Mounted Police, with power to search houses and persons !—That would not work. 

34810. Do you think in Canada, as a whole, such a system would commend itself 
to our people ?—I do not think it would be successful in its results. It does not com- 
mend itself to my mind. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


34811. Do you express yourself in favour of the introduction of wine and beer and 
the encouragement of their use /—Yes; my own private belief with respect to liquor is, 
that used moderately, it is beneficial. The fault is committed by many of taking more 
than is reasonable. Of course, that renders it very unfortunate for those people and 
their families, and for the city in which they happen to live, and for their friends. 

34812. You think that if the use of light wines and beer was encouraged it would 
diminish the use of stronger liquors !—In all those matters I believe judging others by 
myself. It has a good pAocs on me, and I believe it would have a similar effect on 
others. I am quite content to have a glass of wine when I want liquor, for it is bene- 
ficial. I would sooner have a glass of wine than a glass of spirits; but in the absence 
of the fermer, I would take the: latter. 


GEORGE ARKLE, of Regina, farmer, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald : 


34813. Where do you reside !—I reside near Regina. 

34814. How long have you lived in the North-west Territories /—I settled here 
early in May, 1888. 

34815. Where did you come from /—From Wi innipeg. 

34816. How long did you live in Winnipeg ?—I arrived in Winnipeg from Thunder 
Bay, where I was eS years, living between Port Arthur and Clarke River, in 1880. In 
that year I went on the survey up to the Pheasant Hills, 50 miles north-west of Fort 
Qu’ Appelle, and back to Winnipeg, and came here about 1888. 

34817. Have you lived here ever since !—Yes. 

34818, Did you come here originally from one of the other Provinces ?—I came here 


originally from Liverpool, England. 
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34819. When you came to Winnipeg, did you come directly from Liverpool ?—I 
came to Canada in 1855 for Brassey and Betts at the time they were constructing the 
Grand Trunk Railway, and I was stationed at Kingston, and was there from July, 1883, 
to October. When I was on the Grand Trunk at Montreal my district wa; between 
Toronto and Grafton. 

34820. The license law was in force down there, I suppose !—It was. 

34821. When you came to Winnipeg what law was in force regarding the sale of 
liquor /—A license law. 

34822. Is the North-west Territories the only country where you have had any 
experience of a prohibitory law !—No ; I have been through Vermont. 

34823. Did you live there?—No, not there. J have been in Maine; in 1870, I 
left Toronto and went on the Northern Pacific ; in 1871, was on the St. Paul and Sioux 
Line, and I was in Iowa when it was a prohibitory state. 

34824. So you lived in Iowa under prohibition and also in the Nor th-west 
Territories under a prohibitory law !—Yes. 

34825. How did you find prohibition work in Lowa ?—It was a fraud. 

34826. Could liquor be obtained there for beverage purposes ?— Pots of whisky and 
pots of beer could be obtained there in every town and village you visited. 

34827. How did you find the law work in the North- went Territories !—I will say 
this, that take the people as a whole, there are no people more temperate than they are. 
I think that since the license law has come into force, the condition of things is better 
in every way, and there has been less drinking so far as I could judge. I am, however, 
not often in town. The license law is preferable to prohibition. 

34828. Did the people get liquor under prohibition /— Yes. 

34829. In the Territories ?—So far as I could judge, some did get it and some 
did not. 

34830. Some got it in packages, I suppose ?—Yes. 

34831. The last witness has spoken of substitutes being used, such as pain-killer, 
eau de Cologne, essence of ginger and other articles /—I have only seen one case of it, 
and that was at Collinges. I remember aman went round and got a bottle of pain- 
killer ; he was bordering on delirium tremens from drinking pain-killer. That is the 
only case I knew of personally ; ; of course, [ could tell you what others have said, but 
that would be only hearsay evidence. 

34832. Were other articles used ?—Pain-killer, essence of ginger and different oils 
were used. There was a man named Clinton or veh name, who oe he took those 
decoctions, acted the same as if he had taken pain-killer, and when he could not get that 
he took opium, and he poisoned himself within about two miles of this city. 

34833. We have been told that when a man obtained a permit and the liquor 
arrived, he gathered his friends together and they drank to excess until the lquor was 
exhausted ?—I have not drank spirits since I came to this country. I have had a permit 
myself, I know that all the fellows would meet and have a good time. It was good 
whisky and some drank more than was good for them. The white man in regard to 
liquor was like the Indian in regard to his food, they could only get it once in a while 
and they were bound to make the most of it. 

34834. Judging from your experience, do you think a general prohibition law 
capable of enforcement ?—No. 

34835. Do you think it is in the interests of the country that such a law should be 
enacted /—No, it is not. 

34836. If such a law were enacted in the country, a law prohibiting the manu- 
facture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes, should brewers 
and distillers be compensated for loss of plant that would be rendered useless?—I think so, 

34837. A question that often comes to the front—probably not in this new country 
—is the treatment of the persistent drunkard. There are men, especially in the older 
countries, who are constantly appearing before the police court, being sent to prison for 
short terms and appearing again and again. In the case of such men, should they 
be sent to prison for longer terms, or should they be placed in some institution with a 
view to reformation. As a member of the community, what would be your opinion on 

TEORGE ARKLE. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES. 251 


that point ?—I consider that it would be a very good plan to send him to some institution, 
because a man who is constantly drunk, and especially drunk on bad beer and whisky 
and illicit whisky, should be taken care of. I recollect in 1883, Cowdry Bros., who 
were large store keepers here, one of whom is in the Commercial: Bank at Winnipeg and 
the other at Fort Macleod and who are steady men, had a supply of peppermint 
which they kept in small bottles. A policeman came in and asked if they had any 
essences, he having first asked for pain-killer. He was told that they had peppermint. 
He said that he did not know whether it was regular peppermint or not, and asked if it 
was used for children’s colic. Inspector Steele laid an information, and those men were 
fined $50 for having that article. This was enough to make new settlers disgusted with 
the country. At Calgary those men told Inspector Steele that they had some spirit 
levels, and that he had better fine them for having those articles. The Inspector told 
them that if they gave him any more impudence, he would fine them $1,000 more. This 
is the kind of treatment the settlers had to bear when they came up here. 

34838. Did prosecutions take place for keeping the spirit levels?—No. Inspector 
Steele said no more ; because everyone knew he was the biggest drinker in the whole 
country. Another fact that hurt the Territories was this: that grand people were able 
to travel through the country and get their wine and beer, while the settlers were 
obliged to drink impure water. 

34839.. Do you think prohibition in the Territories was practically class prohibition ? 
—It was most decidedly so. Tom White, when he was up here, could obtain wines, 
while the settlers, like dogs, could not get a glass of beer without cringing for a permit. 

34840. You think the license law is more in the interest of the community as a 
whole -—Yes, for everybody. 


by Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


34841. You have spoken about prohibition in Lowa, I believe/—Yes. 

34842. What years were you there ?—From 1873 to the spring of 1875, when I 
came to Canada, to Port Arthur. 

34843. There was hardly prohibition in Iowa as far back as 1875, at all events it did 
not amount tomuch. Have you been there since 1884 ?—No, I have not been there since. 

34844, In 1884 there was a prohibitory law enacted and it remains the law still in 
that State. Would you think it evidence of success that the people retained prohibi- 
tion year after year ?—I think it was mainly retained for the sake of peace and office. I 
recollect being at Sheldon at one time. I was well acquainted with the editor of the 
paper, who was a lawyer and also a member of the Legislature. We were having a long 
talk about the prohibition law. I said, “ What is the use of having a prohibitory law 4 
Look at Sioux City, liquor is sold and there are 150 taverns.” He said, “We have to go with 
the crowd; there are a certain lot of people who are bound to have a prohibitory law.” 

34845. My idea is that the prohibitory law of Iowa was passed in 1856 and 1857, 
and did not come into operation till early in 1880%—You are wrong there, because I 
was on the St. Paul and Sioux City road, and we saw plenty of liquor going through 
into the State. If you came from Miriam, which was on the road, you would know that 
there was a great deal said in Dubuque about the withdrawal of the law. 

34846. I know there has been prohibition in the State of Iowa since the year 
1884 ?—I know such was the case. 

34847. You think that in the North-west Territories prohibition was nota success 4 
—It was not. 

34848. Was that because the permit system was so loosely used?—I do not think 
it was loosely used. 

34849. You did not approve of the permit system, I believe, because it made a dis- 
tinction between certain classes ?—The farmers should have liquor in their houses, be- 
cause a little of it might save life. I do not, however, believe in drinking spirits. We 
are nearly 2,000 feet above the sea level, and we cannot drink spirits as do people on the 
sea level. : 

34850. Then you think there is a difference because of the level 1—Yes. Our level 
is 1,893 feet above the level of the sea, and you cannot drink spirits the same as on the 
sea level. 
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34851. The license system has been in operation since Ist May. Do you think it is 
successful ?—I have only been in town a week or ten days, and have not observed its 
operation very closely. 

34852. Do the people use light beer here?’—They were selling four per cent beer 
here. 

34853. How far from Regina do you live ?—Three miles and a half. 

34854. Is there illicit sale in that region of the country /—No. 

34855. Do you think it would lessen. or increase drinking if licensed places were 
established there ?—There are so few settlers there that I do not think any one would 
think of having a licensed place there. 

34856. Would it not be a convenience?—I do not think the people want one; 
when they wanta little liquor they can come into the town and get it. I think the 
people are most temperate ; in fact, they are the most temperate people I have ever 
met. 2 

34857. Is your objection to prohibition an objection on principle, or because, in 
your belief, it is not practicable !—It is impracticable, and the people are supposed to 
have the making of the laws in any civilized country. It is entirely out of their pro- 
vince to say w hat a man shall eat and what he shall drink. A man is a free agent, or 
he is not a man at all. 

34858. Do you think the majority have no right to dictate as to what laws shall 
govern the liquor trade?—No, I think it is against christianity. 

34859. It has been stated that licensed places are a menace to our young men and 
boys. Do you think there is anything in that /—I would not send a young man into a 
tavern to get liquor for me if I wanted any, I would send a man—I would never send a 
boy. 

" 34860. If some people believe it a menace to their children, do you not think that 
their wishes should be considered ’—If home influences will not make a boy temperate, 
all the laws in the world will not do so. 

34861. Might they not help !—No; I do not think so. 

34862. Then you think the law does not help to make a man better than he oiem 
wise would be ?—No. 

34863. Is that true of all laws!—No; but a man does not like to be dictated to. 

34864. Therefore, all laws that are passed which are not needed are dictatorial !— 
Of course, the law is a terror to evil-doers, but the bulk of the people do not think that 
they should be dictated to as to what they shall eat and what they shall drink. 

34865. Then in this matter you would have every man a law unto himself ?—I 
think so. 

34866. Do you think it would be an advantage to have it that way ?— Yes. 

34867. Would it help to bring about a better condition of things if the trade were 
not established 7—Then the condition of things would be a great deal worse. 

34868. You think the condition of things is more favourable if the trade is estab-_ 
lished ?—I think, under these conditions, better liquor is sold. 

34869. Do you know whether the license laws generally are observed or not /—No. 

34870. Here or anywhere else /—As my experience has been largely here, I could 
not tell you. 

34871. Have the laws been pretty well observed where you have been ?—I think, 
as a rule, the laws have been well observed. 

34879, Do you know whether the licensees sold on Sundays and after hours (i 
have known of that being done in some places. In staying at large hotels, you could — 
not tell whether the people were guests or not, but no doubt they do violate, the law to” 
a certain extent. 

34873. So the license law is not only not observed, but violated ?—Yes ; the fault 
is that the police are not given any opportunity to catch the offenders. 

34874. So, in regard to the license law, you have the same objection to it as you 
have to a pr ohibitory_ law, because you think it would be violated? Ifthe license law 
is violated, do you object to it on the same ground as you do to a prohibitory law ? 
==No: 

GEORGE ARKLE. 
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34875. You have said that a prohibitory law would be a failure, because it would 
be disregarded ; why, then, do you not think the license law a failure !—I do not con- 
sider it is a failure. The prohibitory law has nothing to do with it. The ingenuity of 
man will obtain liquor. It can be made out of almost anything, and anywhere. 

34876. Can you make it out of potatoes, molasses, &c.?—Yes ; a German doctor 
says that it can be made out of sawdust. 

34877. I think you did not quite answer my question, whether you objected to the 
violation of the prohibitory law and did not object to the violation of the license law, 
and declared it would not be a failure, on the same ground ?—If I lived in town, and it 
was after closing hours and I wanted a drink, I would not endeavour to get it. If, 
however, I could. get the drink, I would take it. 

34878. Then you would be a party to the violation of the law /—Yes, and the law 
is there to punish me if I violate it. 

34879. Would that be fair to a prohibitory law? Does not your system amount to 
this : that, in your opinion, as regards liquor, every man would do very well to be a law 
| unto himself?—No. I consider that it is a benefit to the town, because it gets the 
revenue. . 

34880. Do you think the revenue is necessary /—I think so. If the teetotallers 
would subscribe the money, or a little money, towards the public expenditure, they 
might benefit the country. 

34881. You think a license law is necessary for revenue purposes /— Yes. 

34882. Did you ever think of this, how much it costs the country to collect the 
revenue /—There is just as much expense about collecting other revenues as there is in 
collecting license fees. 

34883. Have you ever considered how much it costs the country in one way or 
another, indirectly or directly, to collect these revenues !—If you want to go into the 
question of taxation, I might say that I consider the income tax the best way in which 
to raise a revenue in this country. I think in England the revenue on spirits is more 
easily collected than any other tax imposed. 
| 34884. Then the tax grows larger in proportion as the people drink !—According 
to Mr. Goschen, the late Chancellor of the Exchequer, it is so. 

34885. Then the country thrives on swollen revenues as the people drink ? Do the 
people thrive in proportion as they drink !—It might be so in some cases. 


! By Judge McDonald : 


34886. I understand from what you say that you think a prohibitory law is an 
interference with a man’s liberty ?—-Yes. 

| 34887. And that the license law allows a man liberty, but prevents him abusing 
| it ?—Yes. 

34888. Judging from your experience, have you found that the law works fairly 
well !— Yes. 

34889. Do you favour the rigid inspection of liquors under a license law !—Yes. 

34890. A very rigid inspection, I suppose /—Yes. 

34891. To see that proper liquors are sold to the people /—Yes. 

34892. Have you ever considered the question of a high license law ?—That is a 
matter that the State should determine. 

34893. You have not considered that question at all?—No, I have not. When I 
was on the Grand Trunk Railway liquors were a York shilling a gallon. During later 
years I was west of Thunder Bay and the road was under the Public Works Act, and 
there was less drinking and the men saved more of their wages. When we were between 
Thunder Bay and Winnipeg there were from 100 to 1,000 men employed. At that 

time liquor was brought across the boundary, and there was less drinking on the 
Canadian Pacitic Railway ; I am now speaking of the work between Thunder Bay and 


Clarke River. 
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JAMES HARVEY, of Indian Head, farmer, on being duly sworn, deposed as 


follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


34894. How long have you resided in the North-west Territories /—Since 1882, 
about 10 years. 

34895. Did you come here from one of the other provinces ?—From Ontario. 

34896. From what part ?—From the County of Peel. 

34897. Since you came to these Territories have you always lived at Indian Head 
and the neighbourhood !—Yes. 

34898. What has been your experience of a prohibitory law in the North-west 
Territories ?—When we came up here it was prohibitive, and it worked fairly well. 

34899. Were the Mounted Police stationed in that section /—They were all 
through the country, and they searched every settler’s wagon. 

34900. They searched the wagons to make sure that no liquor was brought into the 
country, I suppose !/—Yes. 

34901. Did you know of any case where liquor was found !—Not personally. 

34902. Are you yourself favourable to prohibition ?—Yes. 

34903. Had you reason to suppose that the law was well observed among the people 
in the country !—I think it was at that time. 

34904. Was there a permit system in force at that time ?—I do not think there was 
very much liquor brought into the country. 

34905. After a time, did you find that the liquor began to increase in quantity in 
the community ?—Yes, I think it did. I heard some of the people talking about getting 
it. 

34906. Were you told that the people got liquor under permit? Did they club 
together and get liquor brought in !—Yes. 

34907. Have you seen anything of that kind ?/—No. 

34908. Are you a total abstainer ?—Yes. 

34909. Were you so when you came to this country first /—Yes. 

34910. So you individually would have no part in such a matter /-—No. 

34911. Have you had any experience of a prohibitory law anywhere else /—No. 

34912. Do you think a general prohibitory law, a law prohibiting the manufacture, 
importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes in Canada, could be 
effectually enforced !—I see no reason why it should not diminish liquor to a great extent 
in regard to its sale, and thus carry it out to a certain extent. 

34913. Taking the province of Canada, Ontario, from which you come, judging from 
the habits of the people there, do you think a general prohibitory law, if passed, could 
be enforced there ?—I think there is no doubt but that it would diminish the sale of 
liquor and the consumption. 

34914. In case of the enactment of such a general prohibitory law, would you favour 
the granting of erat to brewers and distillers for loss of plant that would be 
rendered useless?—No ; ; I do not think so. I would rather see the widows and orphans 
compensated for their losses through the licensing of the traffic. 

34915. You are opposed to the license law, I suppose /— Yes. P 

34916. Do you consider the licensing of the traffic to be a sin !—Yes ; I do not 
think it is right. 

34917. So you are opposed to a license law, not only on the ground of expediency 
but because you think it is wrong of itself 7—Yes ; I think it is wrong of itself. 

34918. Have you had any opportunity of observing the working of the license law 
since it has come into force !—Yes, a little 

34919. How did you find it work ?—I find it increases the drinking. 

34920. Are there many licenses at Indian Head !—There is one. 

peters Is it held by an hotel ?—Yes. 

34922. Do you think there is more liquor drunk in that section now ?—Yes ; there 
has been more drinking there since the four per cent beer was introduced. 

James Harvey. 
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34923. How long ago was that ?—In 1888 or 1889. 

34924, From that time, in your opinion, there has been an increase of drinking ?— 
Yes. 

34925, Has it increased since May ?—It is still increasing. 

34926. Do you think there is more drunkenness !—Yes. Under prohibition when 
we first came to this country, we would never see a drunken person. 

34927. It has been stated that the people in the Territories were in the habit of 
using pain-killer and other compounds !—I have heard of the use of pain-killer. 

34928, Have you ever seen it used !—No. 

34929. Then you know this simply from hearsay ?—Yes, 

34930. Do you know’anything as to the quality of the liquor brought into the 
Territories at that time, whether it was of an impure character or not ?—I know nc thing 
in regard to that matter. 

34931. Was there any illicit sale carried on throughout the country ?—I know 
nothing about that matter. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


34932. Of the three systems: the permit system of early years, the four per cent 
beer system, which practically abolished the permit system, and the license system now 
in force, which did you think to be most conducive of the sobriety and well being of the 
community !—The permit system of early years a hundred times over. f 

34933. We have had it in evidence that once in a while in a place where prohibition 
exists, there is a tendency on the part of the men to get drunk. Did it have that effect 
on you ?—I do not think so. 

34934. So you were proof against the inducements of prohibition ?—Yes. 


JAMES BROWN, of Regina, Secretary of the Board of Education, on being duly 
sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


34935. How long have you resided in the North-west Territories ?—About 10 
years. 
: 34936. Where did you reside before you came to the Territories ?—I was about 
three months at Winnipeg and about 10 years in Montreal. 

34937. Are you a Canadian ?—No; I am a Scotchman. 

34938. Have you ever lived in any other country than Scotland and Canada !— 
No; but I have travelled a good deal. 

34939. Have you been in any other prohibition country than the North-west Terri- 
tories ?—Yes ; I have been in Maine and Vermont several times. 

34940. Was it mer ely passing through ’—It was passing through. 

34941. Did you stay in those States at all 7—I remained a week at Por tland, Maine. 

34942. How did you find prohibition work there ?—The people got liquor in by the 
back doors. 

34943. And how was it in Vermont ?—It was the same thing. 

34944. Taking your experience of 10 years in the North-west Territories, have you 
resided at Regina all that time ?—Yes. 

34945. How did you find prohibition work here: was it effectually enforced !—No, 
it was not. 

34946. Was liquor to be obtained for beverage purposes /— Yes. 

34947. It has been so stated to us to-day 1—Yes, and it was of very bad quality 
too. 

34948. We have been told that people would use pain-killer and eau de Cologne 1— 
I have never seen cases of that kind. 
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34949. It has also been stated that there was a considerable quantity of liquor 
smuggled in, and that that smuggled liquor diminished after the permit system was 
introduced ?—I have heard of such cases, of smuggled liquor being brought in in 
quantities. 

34950. Was liquor brought in, under the permit system, of a poorer quality than 
that smuggled into the Territories ?—I believe so. 

34951. Taking the people as a whole, and your observation of them, have you seen 
an increase of what might be called a tendency to drink, among the people since you 
came here ?—I cannot say so. 

34952. Has this been a sober community throughout the different years ?—The 
people have been more sober since the license system came in. I believe at the Lans- 
downe Hotel there has been less drinking under license than there was before. 

34953. We have been told that under the prohibitory system permits for liquor 
would be obtained and having got them, the parties would invite a few friends, with the 
result that when the liquor arrived there would be a prolonged period of drinking ?—I 
have heard of that. 

34954. Is there any truth in that allegation !—I have heard that such was the case. 

34955, Judging from what you have seen of the prohibition system, the permit 
system and the license system, which do you think preferable for a community !—I think 
the license law. 

34956. It has been charged by a witness here this morning that the working of the 
permit system was in favour of a class who got liquor more easily than other classes of 
the people. Do you know whether that was the case or not?—I have had a little 
experience in respect to the granting of permits. 

34957. As a citizen, have you had any experience !—I have heard that some people 
could not get permits, while others could do so. _I do not know of any special cases. 

34958. Judging from your experience of the prohibitory law in the Territories, do 
you believe that a gener al prohibitory law, a law prohibiting the manufacture, importa- 
tion and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes, could be effectually enforced 
in Canada ?—I do not. / 

34959. In case such a law were passed, would you deem it right that brewers and 
distillers should be remunerated for their loss of plant /—TI think so. 

34960. A question that has been considered is the treatment of the persistent 
drunkard, the man who is constantly before the police court and is sentenced for short 
terms of imprisonment. It has been suggested that if such people were locked up for 
some length of time in an institution for inebriates, much good might be done. What 
is your opinion on that matter ?—I think that would be interfering with the liberty of 
the subject. 

34961. You think it would be better if such men were kept running from the 
saloon to the police court and then to the jail and back again to the saloon and so on /— 
1 think some effort should be made to reform them. 

34962. It has been suggested that by putting a persistent drunkard in an inebriate 
asylum he might be reformed, and if he was not reformed, he at all events would be out 
of temptation /— Yes. 

34963. Do you think it would be well to deal with a man in such a manner so as to 
reform him if possible. Would you hope to reform such men by the mere enactment of 
a prohibitory law ?—No. 

34964. If a prohibitory law were enacted, would you hope to enforce it with regard 
to such men ?—TI have had no experience with regard to confirmed drunkards, and so I 
really could not say how far you could go in that direction. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


34965. Do you think prohibition was enforced in any degree in the Territories 
under the old law ?—It was enforced to a certain extent. If they wanted to get liquor 
in openly, that is honestly, they had to get permits. I have heard of several seizures of 
liquor coming into the Territories without permit. 

34966. Then you think that the prohibitory law was not very effectua)ly enforced 1 
—TI think so. 

James Brown. 
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34967. Do you think that that was because the prohibition was wrong, or was it 
due to the permit system?—TI think the sentiment of the people was against prohibition. 

34968. How do you arrive at that conclusion!—Take the last election to the Legis- 
lative Assembly: one of the leading questions was the liquor question, and the majority 
of the constituencies sent as representatives men who adopted a license system. I con- 
sider that they represented the general sentiment of the people. 

34969. We had in evidence to-day from two members of the Assembly, the leader 
of the Government and the representative of this district, that the question of license 
versus prohibition was not the chief issue at that election?—It was one of the chief 
issues, to my mind. . 

34970. I think the leader of the Government said, and Iam not sure but that 
another witness said practically the same, that at the time that question was not to the 
front !—It was pretty much to the front in Regina at that time, because I attended two 
lectures by Mr. Spence while the election was going on. 

34971. Both of the members said that the representatives did not go to the Legis- 
lature charged by the people to repeal the prohibitory law and enact a license law. At 
least that was their testimony. Why do you think that license is preferable !—Because 
T think that a man should be left to have his own opinion on that subject. It would be 
very much better to have a license system so that a man can go and get liquor openly 
and honestly, and not go in by the back door, as they do in some places. 

34972. You think the people should have their own opinion on this subject, I sup- 
pose ?—Certainly. 

34973. Do you think it right for people to have an opinion unfavourable to license? 
—Certainly. 

34974. If such people were in the majority, would it be right for their opinion to 
prevail in legislation ?—No, Ido not think that on that subject, the Government 
have any right to interfere, unless a man goes to such an extent as to be a nuisance to 
the community. 

34975, Then they have a right to interfere with him, I suppose ?—I think so. 

34976. Do you think the Government has any right to interfere with the licensing 
of the traffic!—I do not think that the Government has any right to interfere with my 
having liquor if I want it. 

34977. I mean in dealing with the trade !’—I believe in the license system. 

34978. Do you think that the Government should interfere with the trade beyond 
licensing it }—I would have them go so far as to see that the liquor sold was pure. 

34979. Then you would have the inspection of liquors !— Yes. 

34980. By what right would the Government interfere even that far !—Because 
they look after the adulteration of food ; there is a regular Adulteration Act. 

34981. You say there should be no interference with a man’s rights in this matter. 
How is it, then, that the Government are able to say to a certain number of people, you 
may sell ; but to others you may not sell? What right has the Government to say that 
everybody in Regina shall not sell, but that only half a dozen shall sell }—Because they 
think that a half dozen’ men can supply a sufficient quantity of liquors to supply the 
needs of the town. 

34982. If the Government said that they would not allow even those half dozen 
men to sell, would they be acting wrongly /—I think they would be wrong. 

34983. You think the license law is preferable, because men will have drink and 
places should be established where they could get it?—Yes. 

34984. But you would interfere with men who drink excessively and become 
nuisances /— Yes. 

34985. Is that mot an interference with a man’s rights /—To a certain extent it is. 

34986. But I suppose, when he becomes a burden to the community, he should be 
taken care of 1—I think so. 

34987. If the people to a large extent believe that the liquor traffic is a nuisance 
to them, have they the right to deal with it, as you would give them the right to deal 
with one man ?—If the sentiments of the people were overwhelmingly in that way, they 


~ would do so. 
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34988. Then the voice of the people would be law ?—I believe the government of 
this country is that of the people for the people. 

34989. You are Secretary of the Board of Education, I understand ?—Yes. 

34990. Is there a Superintendent of Education /—Yes. 

34991. You are Acting Superintendent ; do you fulfil the office of Superintendent ? 
—Yes. 

34992. Have you supervision of the schools 1—Yes, with my Inspectors. 

34993, What is the district covered by you; is it the whole of the North-west 
Territories ?—The three provisional districts. 

34994. Have you an Inspector in each ?—We have four Inspectors. 

34995. For the whole territory ?—Yes. 

34996. Then you have general supervision of the schools, and the Inspectors act 
under your direction, 1 suppose /—Yes. 

34997. As Superintendent of Schools and Secretary of Education, and practically 
Superintendent, you are interested in the young, of course. Have you observed that in 
some places laws are enacted which prohibit the establishment of liquor saloons within 
certain distances from school-houses ?—No, I have not. 

34998. That is true of a great many States and of a great many communities in the 
States, that the sale of liquor is prohibited within certain distances of the school-houses 
or seminaries. Is that a wise provision /—I should say it would be. 

34999. Why is that wise ?—I suppose the intention is to keep away the liquor from 
the young. 

35000. Is that not an interference with the rights of the young ?—TI think not. 
They are under the charge of teachers and parents until they reach manhood. 

35001. You think that liquor should, however, be kept at a distance from them ? 
—If they are rigidly taught by teachers and by parents, they are safe against estab- 
lished liquor places. 

35002. Do you think that liquor establishments planted in a community are tempta- 
tions to the people roundabout /—I do not think so. 

35003. Why are they not established here, then, near the school-houses ?—It is to 
bring up the young in a proper way and to keep them away from temptation. 

35004. Then such a place is a temptation /—Yes. 

35005. Is it a temptation elsewhere ?—I do not know. 

35006. It seemed to me that possibly, since you have to deal with education, and 
as you deem that the existing places might be a temptation to the young, you might 
have considered whether if such a place is a temptation to people who, like the young, 
are weak and unwary and easily led astray ?—TI should think that with weak people it 
would be so. 

35007. [ understand you object to prohibition on principle ?—Yes, 

35008. Whether it is practicable or not, you object to it on principle ?—Yes. 


By Judge McDonald : 


35009. In regard to the question put to you by Rey: Dr. McLeod as to the sins of 
the aoutanpiey in Sregard to drink and the sale of drink, and in regard to the man who 
becomes a slave to it, two modes have been suggested of dealing w ith them. One mode 
is this: take a factory, where 200 men were employed, one of whom was a persistent 
drinker and the other 199 men used liquor in moderation, some, perhaps, being total 
abstainers. The question arises, whether it would be right to prevent these 199 men 
from obtaining liquor, although they use it in moderation, on account of this one 
drunkard ; or whether it would not be better to adopt the second mode, of leaving them 
at liberty to enjoy liquor in moderation under a license system, and put the drunkard 
away. Taking a case of that kind, which would you consider the right mode ?—I would 
say put the one man away. ‘ 

35010. You would put him out of the reach of liquor rather than remove that liquor 
absolutely from the 199 men who use it in moderation ?—Certainly. 

JAMES Brown. . 
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By Rev Dr. McLeod : 


_35011, Do you regard drunkenness or the excessive use of liquor as the only harm- 
ful thing that results from the use of strong drink, or are there other evils that result 
indirectly from it ?—The excessive use of strong drink would lead a man to lose his self- 
respect. 


WILLIAM HENDERSON, of Regina, architect and engineer, on being duly 
sworn, deposed. as follows :— i ‘ 


By Judge McDonald : 


35012. How low have you resided in the Territories /—Nearly 14 years. 

35013. Have you resided all that time in Regina ?—No ; part of the time I was at 
Battleford, and part of the time at Qu’Appelle, and part of the time at Lethbridge, and 
part of the time at Regina. 

35014. -Where did you reside before you came to the North-west Territories ?— At 
Ottawa. 

35015. In Ottawa in those days, as now, was there a license law ?— Yes. 

35016. Did you, before you came to the Territories, live in any country where there 
was anything but a license law !—I have always lived under license laws. 

35017. What is your position in regard to the license law: do you support it, or do 
you oppose it ?—I prefer prohibition. 

35018. Do you look upon the licensing of the trafic as wrong in itself ?—I do 
not think it is sinful. 

35019. Do you look upon it as something expedient /—Yes. 

35020. Therefore, you prefer prohibition. But if you could not obtain prohibition, 
would you rather have license !—Yes ; that is the next best thing. 

35021. From your experience of the prohibitory law in the North-west Territories, 
did you find it successful ?—I did not. 

35022. It has been stated here to-day that pain-killer and eau de Cologne were sold 
at that time. Have you any knowledge of that /—No; I believe such statements have 
been made. 

35023. But you have no personal knowledge of the fact /—No. 

35024. You do not take liquor at all yourself, I suppose /—No. 

. 35025. So personally you are unaffected by the permit system or the license system 
as regards the use of liquor yourself /—Yes. 

35026. Have you noticed any change in the community since the license law was 
adopted ?—I think there is more liquor consumed ; that is to say, I see more people using 

_ liquor than I did before. 

35027. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, would you favour the 
granting of compensation to brewers and distillers for loss of plant and machinery ren- 

dered useless ?—I think so, since the people give them licenses. 

35028. In case prohibition was not enacted, would you keep the number of licenses 
down to a small number ’—Yes, with very high license fees. 

35029. Would you favour the inspection of liquors, to see that they are of good 

‘quality ?—As to that, I do not consider any liquors to be of good quality. 

35030. Still you think that a man who buys liquors is entitled to get what he pays 
for, I suppose !—That all depends on what you consider to be good or bad. 

35031. And you think it is all bad ?—I do. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


35032. You have observed the three systems in operation here: the permit system 
in early days, and then the four per cent beer system, and now the license system ?— 


Yes. 


t 
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34033. Which do you preter !—The first named. 

35034. Because that was practically prohibition /—Yes, and it did practically pro- 
hibit ; it was almost a prohibitory law. 

35035. I think you said that you are an architect and engineer !—Yes. 

35036. So you come in contact with mechanics and labourers !/—Yes. 

35037. Have you noticed that the drink trade and the drink habit have any special 
effect on mechanics and skilled labourers : has it a bad effect, in your experience !— Yes. 

35038. Where did you carry on operations before you came to the Territories ?—In 
Ottawa. 

35039. Did you observe there that the drink habit had any injurious effect on 
skilled mechanics ?—I did. 

35040. Taking your experience and observation of the situation there under the 
license system and comparing it with your experience and observation of the early prohi- 
bition laws in those Territories, how do they compare !—The results would be in favour 
of the early system here, 

35041. You think the results were favourable to prohibition here /—I think so. 

35042. Have you been at any time a considerable employer of labour !—I have not 
for myself. 

35043.. You have been superintendent of labour, I suppose /— Yes. 

35044. Did you observe that the men with drinking habits lost time for that 
reason /— Yes. 

35045. When I say thedrink habit, I do not mean alone the man who drinks to 
excess and gets drunk, but I refer to men who drink steadily, whether they ever get 
drunk or not ?—Men who drink steadily and right along generally attend to their work 
better than those who get drunk. Some men can drink right along steadily, and yet 
keep at their work. 

35046. Have you observed that men who drink right along, by and by do not pos- 
sess the same wage-earning power !—I have observed that if they continue right along, 
they generally get where the other men are. 

35047. Do you believe that instead of changing the system and allowing four per 
cent beer to come in, it would have been better to have returned to the early prohibitory 
system in this country !—That is my opinion. 


By Judge McDonald : 


35048. Do you think that in making a comparison between the license system and 
the working of prohibition, it is fair to take the city of Ottawa and the North-west 
Territories as the two places between which to make a comparison ?—No. 

35049. Are not the surroundings between the two communities and the two 
sections of the country entirely different ?—Yes. 

35050. Speaking of men who drink continually, you say that you find that such men 
while they may do their work regularly, ultimately fall into the habit of drinking to 
excess. Have you not known in the course of your experiences a great many men who 
perhaps take a glass of ale every day and who never become drunkards !—Yes ; but I 
consider that those are most dangerous, those are men who generally lead others who 
have not the same force of will. 

35051. Take a case of that kind; are there not many men who never go beyond a 
certain limit ?—I believe there are. 

35052. Then your references were really meant for those men who drink to excess. 
When such is the case, the liquor proves harmful to the man and impairs his working 
power, I suppose ?—Certainly. 


By kev. Dr. McLeod : 


35053. Do I understand you to say that the man who drinks occasionally and never 
to excess, injures those who are weak and exercises evil influences over them ?—Yes ; 
they have a tendency to lead men away, those who have not the same powerful will, and 
are not able to resist temptation. 

WittiaAM HENDERSON. 
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THOMPSON COOK JOHNSTON, of Regina, barrister, on being duly sworn, 
deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


35054. How long have you resided in the North-west Territories !—Over 10 years. 

35055. Have you resided all that time in Regina ?— Yes. 

35056. Did you come here from one of the “other provinces !—Yes ; I came here 
from Ontario. 

35057. From what part of the Province?—I lived 10 years in Toronto before I 
came here. 

35058. The license law was in force there, I believe!—Yes. I lived there during 
the time the Dunkin Act was in force in parts of the province. 

35059. How did you find it work in regard to securing prohibition '—I acted as 
prosecuting counsel for two years in York, and I found the Act to be a failure. 

35060. What has been your experience in the North-west Territories in regard to 
the prohibitory law ?—Prohibition has not been carried out in the North-west Terri- 
tories at any time. 

35061. Has it been effectually enforced ?—No, it has not been effectually enforced. 

35062. What has been the difficulty in enforcing it?—I believe it would be 
impossible to enforce prohibition in any country. 

35063. Taking the North-west Territories as they are, and the system which is 
said to have existed here of giving the Mounted Police a right to search houses and also 
the persons of the people, can you conceive of a country where the Government have 
carried out a prohibitory law ?—No, I cannot. 

35064. Was the law carried out in this section?—-No. The Government had every 
facility for doing so ; they had the Mounted Police, and also at that time there was a 
sparse population in the Territories. 

35065. Yet it was not a success ?—Quite so. 

35066. From your experience of the Dunkin Act in Ontario and the prohibitory 
law here in the Territories, do you think a general prohibitory law could be effectually 
enforced in Canada ?—Not without very great expense. 

35067. Would that expense provide for the maintenance of a large police force 1— 
I think it would take one-half of the people of Canada to look after the other half. 

35068. Would it require the same domiciliary visits and the searching of persons 
and of houses to make it a success ?—Yes, I think so. 

35069. In case such a law were passed, should the brewers and distillers be 


“remunerated for their plant and machinery that would be rendered useless ’—In certain 


cases, I think so ; where the plant could not be used for any other purpose. 
35070. Have you observed the operation of the license law since it came into 


~ force ?—Yes. 


35071. How does it appear to work ?—It appears to work fairly well. I do not 
think, however, that it is any better enforced than the prohibitory law was here. 

35072. Is there lack of enforcement ?—I am in favour of a strict license law and 
high license, and I believe in the enforcement of such a law you have the true remedy. 

35073. Would you favour a rigid and frequent inspection of the liquor sold !—Yes, ; 
and of the places where it was sold. 

35074. Was it during the prohibitory period ae a great deal of liquor was 
smuggled into the country 1_Yes. 

“35075 5. It has been stated here to- day that Fait were in the habit of using pain- 
killer and eau de Cologne and other preparations ?—I have heard of that being done, but 
I never saw those articles used. The people generally were able to get all the whisky 
| wanted round Regina, without resorting to such articles. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


35076. You spoke about having some knowledge of the Dunkin Act. When was 


that ?—About 1877 or 1878. 


35077. In what County ?—In the County of York. 
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35078. That is near Toronto, I believe ?—Yes. 

35079. How long was the Act in force there ?—I suppose something over two 
years. 

35080. What where the chief difficulties of enforcement in York County /—The 
Act was not sufficiently strict. 

35081. Was there a good deal of litigation in connection with the Act !—Yes, IL 
think I had about $300,000 in fines in one township during six months. 

35082. Were those fines collected !—Yes. 

35083. The ligitation grew out of the prosecutions, I suppose /—Yes. 

35084. Was it the effect of the operation of the Act that caused its repeal ?—I 
think it had the effect of repealing the Act ; it was found to be unsatisfactory. 

35085. Was a year or so a fair test of what could be done ?—No; I donot think 
it could be said to be a test at all. 

35086. I think you have said that it is not possible to enforce prohibition any 
where ?—I think not. 

35087. Can you say why ?—Because the desire for liquor is there, and the sentiment 
ot the people is against enforcing such a law, and people will soon. find some means of 
obtaining liquor. 

35088. You think the desire of the people is so strong that they would violate the 
law ?—[ think so. 

35089. Is it possible to enforce such a law against that desire, with proper officials 
and facilities ?—It would be possible to do it, if there were proper officials and a sufficient 
number to prevent it. The number of officials would have to be sufficient to be able to 
catch every one that used liquor. 

35090. We had it in evidence by the Inspector of Licenses in,Halifax that the only 
way to compel licensees to observe the provisions of the license law was to have an officer 
stationed in each place to watch the licensees !— You would require something like that. 

35091. You think that each man wanting to drink would have to be watched, or 
he would violate the law ?—I would not go that far. 

35092. You would want an army of officials to watch every one, I suppose /—Yes. 

35093. Is your objection to prohibition an objection to the principle of prohibition, 

or to prohibition because of its impractibility ?—I believe in temperance, if it could be 
entorced. 
35094. Do you think that even the somewhat feeble attempt made to enforce 
prohibition in the early days in the Territories was, in any degree, successful /—It 
succeeded to a moderate extent. Of course, where liquor was coe it was so far 
successful, 

35095. The only trouble was that the law was not enforced ?—It was not enforced. 

35096. Do you think the eS he of the law resulted in any degree from the use 
made of the permit system ?’—No ; I do not think so. 

35097. Did the permit system bring about this condition: that the law as regards 
a certain portion of the people was not effective, while as regards another class it was 
effective, because they could not get permits 1_Y es. 

35098, Did that make an unhappy state of things and cause friction /—Not to so 
great an extent as to cause all the smuggling. Perhaps a man had a permit for five gal- 
Inge and smuggled in fifty gallons more. To that extent the permit system was badd 

35099, Certainly the permit system destroyed the effect of prohibition /—So far as 
permits were concerned, but if there had been no permits issued, liquor would have been 
consumed. . 

35100. Do you think as much would have been consumed ?—Not as to certain 
ate I think the others might have consumed as much. | 

35101. [remember reading in the report of Colonel Herchmer, in 1887, the tollowing, 
in substance: that the permit system should be done away with ‘and the technicalities. 
respecting the law removed, if the law was to be enforced. He seemed to think that 
the use of permits and cer tain technicalities ar ising from a series of prosecutions caused 
obstructions and prevented the efticient enforcement of the law. Did you observe any 
thing of that kind ?—TI read that statement, and thought there was a great deal in the 
way ‘he found things. $ 
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35102. Would not the abolition of the permit system have enabled the officers to 
have carried out the prohibitory law to greater advantage. It appears to be his view 
that the permit system was such a check to prohibition that his officers could not well 
enforce the law ?—I would not go that far. 

35103. He seems to say so in substance. I noticed also in the same report for 
1887, that Superintendent Cotton, reporting from Battleford, said that every drop of 
liquor which came into that section came in under permit, and that there was no liquor 
smuggled. That officer appeared to have prevented smuggling. Do you think that was 
a correct statement !—It is very likely. 

35104. Then it seems that the Mounted Police under certain conditions were able 
to prevent smuggling !—For the same reason that there was no liquor smuggled to the 
northern part of the Territories. Battleford is far away from the port of entry or any 
point where liquor could be brought in, and liquor would be liable to meet three or four 
detachments of police before it reached there. 

35105. Do you think that in such a part of the country liquor would be prevented 
from being smuggled in /—I do not say that. I say it would be impossible that any 
liquor would be smuggled into Battleford. The smugglers could sell their liquor ten 
times over in Regina, and it was not necessary for them to take it as far as Battleford. 

35106. And he would obtain profit in doing so !—Yes. 

35107. Have you noticed a difference between the present license system and the 
permit system ; is there any difference in the condition of things under the two systems ? 
—I should not like to say which was the worse. 

35108. Then that means that they are both bad ?—Do you mean as to effects 4 

35109. Yes.—I do not see much change. 

35110. Not more or less drinking under the license law than under the old permit 
system ?—I do not see as to effects, that there is much change to-day as compared with 
the permit system ; at least there is no more drinking to- -day than there was then. 

35111. Then where is the benefit of the present system over the other ?—If the 


present system was enforced, drunkenness would be done aw ay with altogether. 


35112. Do you think it is not enforced /—It is not enforced ; if it were, a drunken 
man would not be seen on the streets of Regina. Men are occasionally seen drunk on 
the streets. 

35113. Whose fault is it?—That of the officials. They should take means to 
ascertain where they obtained the liquor, and the vendor should be prosecuted. 

35114. Would it follow that when a man isseen drunk, a licensee has violated the 
law in selling that man liquor ?—-I think so. 

35115. Does it follow, then, that the license law is any more successful than pro- 
hibition and the permit system ?/—No. But the one system can be enforced and the 
other cannot ; one is practicable, and the other is to my mind impracticable. 

35116. You think license is practicable !—I think so; that is, at all events, to a 
greater extent than prohibition. 

35117. How do you come to the conclusion that a license law is practicable in the 
face of your own statement that its provisions are violated, and the city has officers to 
see that it is enforced /—Those men have not done their duty, because there have been 
no violations punished, and it is in evidence that violations have taken place. 

35118. Then you think it is the fault of the officials and not of the system ?—Yes, 
the fault of the officials. I think the system can be enforced. 

35119. Were the violations of the old prohibitory law the fault of the officials 
rather than of the system ?—A man could get drunk in those days on smuggled whisky 
or on liquor brought in under permit, and the police could not ascertain how he got the 
drink. 

35120. Does the present license law provide for the punishment of the man 
authorized to sell and who sells to a customer until he gets drunk !—JI could scarcely 
answer that question. A man, of course, can buy drink, | yut he cannot go into a licensed 
place and drink until he gets drunk. 

35121. So a license system does not prevent sale to a man of a sufticient quantity 
on which he can get drunk, but it simply prohibits sale to a man if he is drunk !—There 
are separate licenses, Under a wholesale license, a man cannot sell less than a quart 
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Under a retail license, the licensee cannot sell to a man who is drunk, or to a man inter- 
dicted, or to a man addicted to liquor. 

35122. So you think the law has evidently not been enforced because there has 
been sale to men addicted to liquor ?—I think if the Inspector in a municipality were to 
undertake to enforce the law, he could do so, whether the dealer was a wholesale or a 
retail dealer. 

35123. Judging from your observation of the license law here and elsewhere, do you 
think it is well enfor ced 1—Yes, fairly well enforced ; it is as well enforced hare as it is 
in Toronto. 

35124. It is not enforced here very well, I believe !-—I have never seen it broken 
here as regards sale after hours or anything of that sort. 

35125. 1 thought you said it was violated, and that it was the fault of the officials? 
—That was as regards drunkenness. 

35126. Then you think it is as well enforced here as in Toronto or anywhere-else 4 
—Yes. 

351278. Here is a section of the Liquor License Ordinance of the North-west Ter- 
ritories, 1891-92. Section 68 says :— 

‘Tf a person licensed under this Ordinance permits‘gambling, drunkenness, or any violent, 
quarrelsome, riotous, or disorderly conduct to take place on his premises, or sells or delivers any 
intoxicating liquor to any drunken person, or permits and suffers any drunken person to consume any 
intoxicating liquor on his premises, or permits and suffers persons of notoriously bad character to 
assemble or meet on his premises, he shall (in addition to any other punishment provided by law) be 
liable to a penalty of not less than twenty-five dollars nor more than fifty dollars, and, in default of 
payment, to not less than one or more than two months’ imprisonment.” 

Do you think the licensees have observed that section ?—There are other clauses 
in addition to that. 


By Judge McDonald: 


35129. There is a clause respecting interdiction, I suppose ?— Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 
35130. Then it is provided that there may be interdictions ?/— Yes. 


By Judge McDonald: 


35131. Do you think that this clause meets with public favour, and that the senti- 
ment of the people favours the clause in the license law which prevents sale to certain 
people! 1— Yes. 

35132. Are you able to say, from your experience as a lawyer and as prosecutor 
under the Dunkin Act, that the weight of public sentiment in favour of the one is much 
greater than the other, that is between license and prohibition ; and that it is much 
easier to enforce the license law, because the weight of public sentiment is in its favour! 
—I think so. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


35133. It seems that public sentiment does not insist on the enforcement of this 
clause of the license law ?—I do not think it is my place to inform against any one. 

35134. You think it is the duty of the officials to enforce the law /—Yes. 

35135. I notice concerning the old law that Superintendent Perry says in his re- 
port for 1888, as follows :—- 

**Tt will be difficult to prevent the sale of beer of greater alcoholic strength. None but a chemical 
expert could determine the amount of alcohol in any particular beer, and therefore in this district it 
would be difficult to obtain a conviction for selling a stronger beer than that licensed.” 

—We analysed ginger wine and small beers. 
35136. With what result ?—The ginger wine was found to contain 21 per cent of 
alcohol and the others contained 5 per cent. 
THompson Cook JOHNSTON, 
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35137. Superintendent Perry also says :— 


“The criminal returns for the North-west Territories should be very carefully studied before too 
hastily condemning the present liquor law. The early effects of the law are acknowledged by all to 
have been most beneficial, and to have been the chief cause of the peaceable settlement of the country.” 


—That depends on the portion of the country in which he resided. 
. 35138. He was residing at Prince Albert —He would not have the experience 
there we have had here. 
35139. Then he goes on to say :— 

‘* For three years I have been able to report that the Indians and Half-breeds were particularly 
quiet and well behaved. What would be the effect of a license system on the French Half-breeds ? 
They are very poor now ; but if whisky could be freely obtained, I fear they would be much worse off. 
They are enfranchised, and have all the rights of any citizen of the country, and can be subject to 
the same law only.” 


That seems to be in accordance with the testimony of Mr. Reed and Mr. Forget, that 
the license system since it had been introduced, has really been a danger to the Indians 
and Half-breeds?—Yes ; but still if the clauses of the lquor law were enforced, that 
even would not occur: they could not sell to any Half-breed or Indian until he was drunk. 

35140. Is it your observation that licensees refuse to sell to any one having the 
money !—I have seen them refuse to sell. 

35141. Then they did it sometimes ?—Yes, sometimes. 

35142. Superintendent Perry has given careful attention to these questions ?—Yes ; 
I believe he is at present in Regina. 


Rev. JOHN K. WELSH, of Indian Head, on being duly sworn, deposed as 


follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


35143. What Church do you represent !—I ama minister of the Presbyterian Church. 

35144. How long have you lived in the North-west Territories’—Two years. 

35145. Where did you live before that ?—In Southern Manitoba, at Boissevain. 

35146. Where did you come from originally !—From Scotland. 

35147. I suppose in Sotland there is a license law in force?/—Yes. 

35148. Is there any section of Scotland where there is total prohibition ?—Not to 
my knowledge. 

35149. You have the Forbes-Mackenzie Act to prevent sale on Sunday, I suppose ? 
—There is no sale on Sunday, except at Berwick, which is of course not in Scotland ; it 
is under the English law. 

35150. What system was in force in Southern Manitoba !—A license system. 

35151. Is it the same license system as is in force now !—Yes. 

35152. Have you ever lived in any other portion of the North-west Territories 
than Indian Head ?—No. 

35153. When you went there what system was in force !—The permit system. 

35154. Had four per cent beer been introduced !—Yes. 

35155. Was there much consumed?-—A great deal. 

35156. Was it for sale at more than one place at Indian Head?—At other places. 

35157. Did any people besides those living in the village, | refer to those living in 
the rural districts, buy it /—Yes. 

35158.:On Ist May last the license system came into force, I believe?—Yes. 

35159. How many licensed places are there at Indian Head ?—One. 

35160. Is the license law well enforced there /—It was not up to a few weeks ago, 
it was not enforced at all. 

35161. Butit is enforced now ?—Yes, better enforced than it was. The former hotel- 
keeper was of such questionable character that he thought it necessary to clear out of 
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the hotel or he would have lost his license. Between the time there was a change in 
the license system and the time he cleared out, he ran the hotel for three or four weeks. 

35162. Who is the present man ?—The new man, in comparison with the old one, 
observed the law really well. 

35163. You mean that there was a much more satisfactory state of things than 
there was previously /— Yes, so far as drinking was concerned. 

35164. Was that improved state of things continued ?—Yes. 

35165. Do you think it is preferable to have a licensee who will endeavour to 
observe the law ?—I assume that, as a matter of business, he will live up to the law and 
that he will try to get the public favour. 

35166. Have you noticed any perceptible change since the license law came into 
force as compared with the condition when four per cent beer was sold ?—There was a 
ereat deal more drinking when the license law came into force than before. 

35167. So the four per cent beer had not the effect of causing as much drinking as 
the license system !—They had to go about it in a different way. 

35168. How ?— They drank more at night. There was a great deal more drinking 
through the night, because the men who wanted to get liquor knew that the law did not 
allow it. They were afraid to use it through the day so had to use it at night when 
they thought no one was seeing them. 

35169. Was there an eye seeing them /—Sometimes there was. 
35170-71. What kind of liquor was it ?— Whisky. 

35172. How was it obtained ?—Sometimes by smuggling and sometimes on an old 
permit, on the stub. 

35173. The permit had run out, I suppose /—Yes. 

35174. Then they were acting unlawfully / (= Wiese: 

35175. So the liquor was brought in illegally ?—Yes, and was covered by an old 
permit. 

35176. From what point was it brought in, from Manitoba or the United States ? 
—From Manitoba. 

35177. So in the day time the people drank four per cent beer and at night whisky, 
when they thought no eye was seeing them ?—I do not know whether they were content 
throughout the day with four percent beer. 

35178. But at night they would drink whisky /—Yes ; that is from my observation 
and from that of a ereat many ot the men. 

35179. The men are more sober now than then /——Yes, there is however, more 
drunkenness going on under license than under the permit system. 

35180. Have you called the attention of the Inspector to that fact ?—I do not know 
of that particular fact. 

39181. But this condition has stopped since the new man has come in /—Yes. The 
Chief Inspector and the District Inspector knew the character of the man who had the 
license before, and they refused to grant a license any longer; but the licensee, the 
party who now has the license, went around with a petition and got a number of signa- 
tures of parties who had no legal right to put their names to it, and the Commissioners 
were influenced by that petition to depart from their first decision and grant a license 
to the man. 

35182. Do you know whether, in accordance with section 33, there was a regular 
protest made against the issue of the license ?—There was not. . 

35183. Did you take steps to have this done /—Not at that particular time. 

35184. Did you send in a protest in regard to it ?—Not in regard to that case. We 
did, however, in another case. 

35185. Did you succeed 1—Yes, in a peculiar way. The first case was that of the 
Assiniboia Hotel. The petition was sent in signed by, I think, 17 names and purported 
to be those of the nearest 20 householders. I got a copy of the petition from the local 
Inspector, and I found that out of the 17 individuals there were 8 who had no legal 
right to put their names on that petition. It was not necessary to enter a protest, be- 
cause, according to law, the license could not be granted, and we did not do so. J] com- 
municated with the Chief Inspector and requested that the District Inspector should 
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come down on Ist May and make inquiries in regard to the parties whose names were 
on the petition. He did not come. We hada committee appointed—members of the 
Session and of the Church—to wait on the Commissioners. They did so and it was 
a fight to get the Commissioners to observe that point of the law. In fact one of the 
Commissioners wanted to grant the license in face of the fact that while ten names were 
required only nine were obtained. 

35186. What did you say /—I was not one of those present. 

35187. Then you have spoken from hearsay !—Yes ; from the statement of one of 
the delegates sent by the elders of the session. 

35188. You did not take any steps in regard to the man who did get the license, 
I suppose ?—No. 

35189. Did he have the required number of names ?—Ten names were required, 
but those who signed it were not of the nearest twenty. 

35190. You did not know the twenty names he had, I suppose ?—I know some of 
them. 

35191. No steps were taken to prevent him getting the license !—No. 

35192. Are you opposed to the license law ?—I think it would be a mistake to 
answer one way or another. A druggist is licensed. 

35193. We are at present referring to licenses for beverage purposes ?— Yes. 

-35194. Do you consider such a law is desirable ?—I would not like to say definitely. 

35195, That is as far as you are willing to go ?—No. 

35196. If you had to choose between a license law and unrestricted sale, would 
you rather have a license system ?—I do not know. If we had unrestricted sale, we 
would obtain prohibition much quicker than if we had license. 

35197. Do you know of any community where there is unrestricted sale /—The 
reason the people do not support prohibition is because they do not get the real tacts of 
the case. 

35198. You think that, under license, the people do not get at the real facts /—They 
do not. 

35199. And you think that under a system of unrestricted sale they would get at 
the facts !—Yes. : 

35200. In regard to the opposition to pr ‘ohibition on the part of those who drink, 
I desire to ask whether you think it is a sin for a man to drink }—Not in itself, but it 
might be in particular circumstances. 

35201. Therefore, you cannot class all people under the one head in that regard !— 
No. 

35202. In case of the enactment of a prohibitory law, a law prohibiting the manu- 
facture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes, would you 
favour the payment of compensation to brewers and distillers for loss of plant and 
machinery ?—No, I think not. They are only licensed for one year, and at the end of 
the oF they have to make fresh application for a license. 

35203. You would apply that rule to brewers and distillers, notwithstanding the 
fact that they had to put in special machinery to meet the requirements of the law 1— 
They did so at their own risk, and aware of the fact that the license was only for one 
year. 

35204. Have you considered the question of the treatment of the persistent drunk- 
ard 1—Yes ; I have had frequently to face the fact. 

35205. Do you think that it is desirable to continue to send those men to jail for 
short terms, or should they be dealt with in some other way !/—I have thought a ane 
further on than that. 

35206. Can you answer the question in regard to the present state of things. We 
bate. a license law, and we have such men, and we must endeavour to deal with them ?— 
Take them away from the temptation. 

35207. You think that would be a better plan than the present one !—Yes. 

35208. And in regard to the future ?—The best plan would be to abolish a system 
that necessitates such a condition. 

35209. Do you think prohibition would provide the remedy !—Yes, if it were 
carried out. 
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35210. Did you find the same state of things in Scotland in regard to prohibition 
as you did here in this country !—In Scotland there has been so far a license system in 
force. Of course, it is an older country, and they had the system of license a much 
longer time than we have had it here. 

35211. Do the people sit down quietly under that system ?—Scotland and England 
are old countries, and they are very conservative. They seem to have a sacred feeling 
in regard to old institutions, no matter how ridiculous they may be. 

35212. Do you believe the license system in Scotland is a ridiculous system !—Yes. 
Doctors are now beginning to treat people as if alcoholism were a disease. They are 
treating the people by chloride of gold, and it seems ridiculous for the Government to 
establish the means of spreading disease by continuing the drink traftic. I think, there- 
fore, that the license system is ridiculous. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


35213. From your observation as a minister mingling among the people, do you 
think public opinion, so far as you are able to judge it in the North-west Territories, is 
against prohibition ?—No, I have been told repeatedly by a number of people with whom 
T have come into contact that in the event of our having a vote on the question of pro- 
hibition, as between a prohibitory law and a license law, they would vote for prohibition ; 
and I have not the slightest hesitation in saying that that is the feeling among the 
majority of the people with whom I come into contact in my pastoral and social relations. 

35214. I think you said that liquor was brought in on authority of old permits, 
on the authority of the stubbs of permits ?—The way it was done was this. The permit 
is made in three parts. There were two parts torn out and sent to the applicant. He 
sent one of them to the party from whom he wished to obtain the liquor, and retained 
the other part. He would send down one, for example, to the Hudson Bay Company, 
who would send it back with the liquor. If the liquor was met by one of the constables 
he would find the permit and take it out and send it to the Lieutenant-Governor’s office. 
The other part of the permit, that which is called the stub, was retained by the hotel- 
keeper or the party to whom the lquor was sent, and it covered so much liquor. It did 
not matter whether the person held it to cover that certain liquor or obtained some more 
liquor, so long as he had a permit to cover the quantity. That was all that was necessary. 

35215. Then so long as he held the stub it stood between him and prosecution ?— 
So long as he did not keep a larger quantity of liquor than the stub would cover. 

35216. So the cancellation of the permit has really very little effect /—It had really 
little effect so long as the man could get liquor in with the second part of the permit, 
and cover it with the stub. 

39217. Then all after the first lot he had to get in secretly /—Yes. 

35218. Speaking as to the license law, the question has arisen to-day as to whether 
any of the municipalities have taken advantage of the prohibitive provision of the 
license law, and the answer given was that they had not. Can you understand why, 
and what the difficulty was 1—The main difficulty was that the law declares that $200 
must be put up before a vote can be taken on the question. 

35219. Do you mean that the people wishing that a vote taken must put up $200? 
—Yes. Moreover, if it is found that on the part of the two parties there has been 
some misdemeanour committed, some unfair act done, which it was alleged could be 
proved, balloting would not be allowed unless another sum of money was paid in by the 
party who entered the protest. We all know that the temperance people are above 
doing dirty work, and we all know that the liquor traffic, from our contact with it, only 
does dirty work; but even if we could show that the liquor men had done that work, 
we would not be allowed to do so unless we put up certain money. You see the 
difficulty I am endeavouring to present. 

35220. Have you any doubt about the practicability of prohibition in this country, 
a sparsely settled country, if it were enacted by the Dominion Goverment ?—I do not 
know. My travelling in the country has been too small to make me acquainted with 
the different parts of it ; but I have it on the authority of those who know and who are 
able to say and who have gone all over the country, that a prohibitory law could be 
easily enforced. 
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35221. Do you think it advisable to have a plebiscite on this question for this part 
of the country ?—Yes, and our own member, Mr. G. S. Davidson, gave the people his 
word that he would vote in favour of a plebiscite, instead of a liquor law. I was present 
when he made the statement. . 

35222. Did he vote that way in the Legislature ’—I do not know. 

35223. Was the question of a plebiscite brought before the Local Legislative 
Assembly /—I do not think so. 


By Judge McDonald : 

35224. You have spoken about the framing of this law. Do you think it was 
framed in the interests of the liquor people /—Yes. 

35225. By whom was the law enacted !—By the Legislative Assembly. 

35226. How is the Assembly constituted !—By the people’s representatives. 

35227. Then the people, speaking through their representatives, enacted that law 2 
—Yes. Sometimes the representatives misrepresent their constituencies. 

35228. Is it not rather to be supposed that the representatives are pretty careful 
in gauging the opinions of the people whom they represent !—Some of them take care to 
do that. 

35229. Do you think that others do not ?—Yes. 
35230-1. Do you think that those who do not voted for this law 7—TI would not say 
that. . 

35232. Still there is a clause that was adopted by the Legislative Assembly 
providing that if people want to incur the expense of having a vote of that kind taken, 
$200 shall be raised and deposited for the purpose /— Yes. 

35233. What other system would you have adopted !/—Local option. 

35234. How would you have the expense met !—Take it out of the funds of the 
municipality, and let every man pay his proportion. 

35235. Take a municipality that contains 200 ratepayers. Of these, 101 propose local 
option and want it and the other 99 oppose it. Would you put those 99 to the expense 
ot having that vote taken on a question to which they were opposed !—Yes ; just in the 
same way as in our Local Assembly if there was a majority of only one against the 
Government that would be sufficient to cause a dissolution of the House and an appeal 
to the people, and the Territories would have to pay the expense. 

35236. Take this question from another point of view. You have a municipality 
in which the people ask for this vote, and when the vote is taken it is found that out of 
the 200 voters 100 are against local option and only 50 in favour of it. Those 50 have 
caused a large expense to the community. Should they not bear that expense themselves, 
instead of all the ratepayers being called upon to pay /—I would hardly favour a vote being 
taken if there was that proportion against it. 

35237. There must be some means of ascertaining public opinion. But you would 
do away with the deposit of $200 !—Yes. 


-A. BOWEN PERRY, Superintendent of the North-west Mounted Police, on being 
duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 
35238. What is the jurisdiction of the Mounted Police !—The Territories are divided 
into divisions, and each district is under a Superintendent, who has charge of the police 


stationed at that particular place. 
35239. What is your jurisdiction at present !—The portion of the Territories sur- 


rounding here. 
35240. Where were you before you came here ?—At Prince Albert and several other 


places. 
35241. Had you any experience of the prohibitory law in the North-west Terri- 


tories ’— Yes. 


270 ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC. 
35242. How long have you been in the Territories !—-Ten years. 
35243. Was the prohibitory law in force when you came here ?—It was. 
35244. How did it work ?—In the early days it seemed very effective; that was 


before the introduction of railways. The railways increased very much the facilities of 


bringing in liquor. 

35245. It was not difficult to enforce the law in those days, I suppose ?—No. 

35246. Was there any smuggling going on!—There was smuggling or attempted 
smuggling, of course. 

35247. Tell us in what kind of packages the liquor was brought in ?—Very often 
in kegs and barrels. The same care was not taken before the railways came in, because 
the smugglers came across the country and were more easily caught ; but when the rail- 
ways were built liquor was smuggled in with other goods. 

35248. Was it brought over the boundary 1 Yes, 

35249. Have you been at Fort Macleod ?—I have. 

35250. Weunderstand that in that part of the country a large amount of smuggling 
was carried on from the United States ?— No doubt. 

35251. Do you know anything of the character of the liquor that was br ought in 
from the United States ?—I have always heard that it was very bad “forty rod.’ 

35252. We are told that under the permit system attempts were made occasionally 
to avoid the law by using permits a second time /—No doubt: that was attempted. 

35253. And also the stubs were used !— Yes. 

35254. What was the law in regard to taking up the stub ?—It was never required. 
When a man made application for another permit he pinned the stub to his applica- 
tion, showing that he had had a permit before. Of course it was a fraud if a man got 
liquor in the country, otherwise than by permit, or he retained the old permit so that 
he could show it to the police to cover any liquor that he had on hand. Under the 
extraordinary powers the police had, we could search on mere suspicion. If we found 
liquor and the man showed a permit, the police could not go beyond making inquiries : 
there was a certain quantity of liquor there, and there was a permit covering it. It 
might have been brought in time and time again and the quantity might have been 
resold, but so long as es man had a permit covering the liquor in his possession, it was 
practically free fre om seizure. 

35255. So seizures were in this way avoided?—Yes; but this was only done by 
people who wanted to break the law and sell alcohol. : 

35256. We have been told that people would bring liquor in under permit and their 
fr ae would then assemble, and that there would be a bout of hard drinking. Have 
you seen anything of that kind? There has been the charge made that this system led 
to over-indulgence at particular times !—No doubt that was the case. If men who had 
been accustomed to use liquor had had none for a long time, and then obtained a quan- 
tity, the result was likely to be what has been indicated. 

35257. Did you know of the use of pain-killer and eau de Cologne in the Terri- 
tories /—Yes ; I have known cases where men have taken eau de Cologne and have even 
taken pain-killer. That was not general, however; only men who were hard drinkers 
would use such compounds. 

35258. Did you find yourself in a position to stop the giving or sale of liquor to 
Indians when the permit system was in force ?—Our hands. were strengthened in that 
respect by the permit system. 

35259. It has been stated that you reported that it was easier to keep liquor from 
the Indians under the present system than it was under license ?—That was before the 
license law came in. I was speaking of the liquor law as it existed then. I was pro- 
phesying what the result would be if the law were changed. 

35259a. Had you any experience with the license system in regard to Indians 
obtaining liquor ?—It is very difficult to accurately judge between the permit system 
and license. The license system only came into force on Ist May, and I have not been 
able to get the facts on which to base a judgment. I am not prepared to give a definite 
answer as between the two systems at the present time; I need more facts and more 
opportunities to form an opinion on that subject. 

A. BowEN Perry. 
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35260. The police, I believe, had the right to visit houses and search houses and 
persons ?—Our rights were very extensive under the old system. We had the right to 
search on mere suspicion. If the search applied to a dwelling-house it was necessary 
that an otticer should give the order ; if not, a constable on mere suspicion could search 
through the place. 

35261. Have you yourself, in the discharge of your duties, ever caught smugglers 
—-Not personally, but my men, acting under my direct orders, have frequently “caught 
them ; and I have frequently tried them. j ‘ 

35262. Were they strangers ’/—Not to the neighbourhood ; they were people of the 
place. 

35263, Did you notice the effect of the law during the construction period of the 
railway !—It was more beneficial during the construction period. 

35264. There was a large body of men employed, I suppose ?—From 4,000 to 5,000 
men were at work on the Canadian Pacific Railway. 

35265. I notice in your report of 1888, to which I did not refer before, you spoke 
of the extraordinary powers of the Mounted Police, the power of search, and then you 
said those powers had no effect where permits were held. Can you explain why: was 
that owing to the stubs ?— Yes. 

35266. You have, I suppose, frequently made searches and have found liquor, but 
you could: not do anything because permits would be produced /—Yes. 

35267. You have also said that the introduction of the four per cent beer made 
your work difficult and trying, because it was almost impossible to determine the amount 
of alcohol in it. Have you observed whether it did work in that way ?—It did to a 
certain extent. | know at one time, in the early days when permits were not so 
frequent, that if a man was seen drunk, it was an indication that there was liquor 
about. Later, however, there were plenty of permits in the country, and if we found 
man drunk, it might be four per cent beer that made him so, or it might have been 
smuggled liquor. 

"35268. ‘This gave you no clue during later years so as to enable you to exercise the 
law ?—It simply multiplied the difficulties. 

35269. Do you think the permit system was the weakness of prohibition ?—It was 
a regulation system ; it was personal license instead of general license. 

"35270. Have you observed whether the record of offences has, since the advent of 
the license system, increased or diminished ?—It is too early to make a comparison. 

35271. In 1889, in your report, at page 77, you make this statement : 


“The permit system at present fails to regulate the use of intoxicating liquor amongst a certain 
class. Permits are nominally issued for domestic use only, but too often are obtained with the sole 
object of selling the liquor thus imported.” 


N 
Has the experience of later years but confirmed your experience of that time ?—I do 
not think I was wrong in the statement made. 

35272. Do you believe, from your residence in the Territories and your observation, 
that it would be possible to fairly well enforce general prohibition, if a prohibitory law 
were enacted and appliances created for its enforcement ?—It would depend entirely 
upon the moral support given by the people of the country. 

30273. Have you had any means of ascertaining the public sentiment on this 
pecebion ’—No ; I am not prepar ed to give an opinion about that. 

35274. If they were in favour of it, could such a measure be enforced !—If the 
people were in favour of prohibition, it would be enforced ; it could be, as well as any 
other law. I believe such a law could not be enforced if the public were not in favour 
of it or in sympathy with it. It simply comes back to the strength of public opinion. 

35275. I presume from what you have repor ted, as well as ae statements you have 
made to-day, that you believe if general prohibition was enforced by the will of the 
people, fairly well enforced, the effects would be good in the main ; that if the will of the 
people were expressed on a prohibitory enactment and it were well enforced, the effect 
on the moral and material interests of the country would be good ?—I think I will give 
“Yes” to that question. 


272 ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC. 


By Judge McDonald : 


35276. You are aware that the license law contains prohibitory clauses !—It does. 
35277. Have you ever lived in Ontario !—I was born and brought up there. 
35278. Was there a prohibitory law in force there !—No, I think not. 

35279. Taking what you know of public feeling, do you not find that there is a 
greater sympathy with the prohibitory clauses of the license law ?—I think so. I think 
an upright saloon man would not sell to drunkards. 

35280. Or on Sundays '-—No. 

35281. Taking the country as a whole, suppose you found that in the Maritime 
Provinces there was a very strong sentiment in favour of prohibition, 10 to 1, the 
Province of Quebec was against it, Ontario divided, a strong feeling in favour of it in 
Manitoba, and British Columbia 10 to | against it, would you hope to be able to enforce 
a prohibition law in British Columbia !—No. 

35282. But if there was sufficient weight of public opinion in favour of such a law, 
you believe it could be enforced ?—Any law can be enforced under such conditions. 

35283. Do you think there is a different feeling in regard to this law than in regard 
to any other law ?—Yes; because to take liquor is not a crime in itself, but it would 
be made so by law. That would make all the difference. 

35284. Take the murders committed: have those who have committed murelers 
been punished by the force of public opinion !/—We have only to go across the line to 
see that. 

35285. Do you not find that when public sentiment is strong, and there is a law 
that is not enforced, the people make a law for themselves, and are prepared to punish 
the offenders /—Yes. 

35286. Is that not because there is such a weight of public opinion against their 
offences 1— Yes. 


JOHN B. SIBBALD of Regina, merchant, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows : 
By Judge McDonald: 


35287. Have you held any position in connection with public affairs ?—No. 

35288. In what line of mercantile business are you engaged !—In several. I am 
Manager of the Western Milling Company. 

35289. How long have you lived in the Territories !—Ten years. 

35290. How long have you lived in Regina ?—AlIl the time, except when I was 
travelling. 

35291. Where have you travelled ?— All over ; in Manitoba and the Territories and 
Kast. | 

35292. From where did you .come originally !—Fifty miles from Toronto, in the 
County of York. 

35293. What is your opinion of the prohibitory system in the North-west Terri- 
tories /—So far as I know, I do not think it was successful. 

35294. Could liquor be obtained for beverage purposes ?— Yes. 

35295. From what you have seen, do you think a general prohibitory law could be 
effectually enforced over the country as a whole /—No. 

35296. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, do you think it would 
be right that compensation should be made to brewers and distillers for their loss of 
plant ’—Most decidedly I do. 

35297. Take the prohibitory law as it was, and the license law as it is, have you 
noticed any difference in the condition of affairs in the community /—I know very little 
about it so far as that is concerned, but I do not notice any difference. I have seen a 
great deal more drinking under license than before ; but I very seldom go out at night 
or go into the hotels. 

A. BowEn PERRY. 
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35298. In the course of your travels through the Territories, have you found the 
people making use of liquor for beverage purposes }—Very much so, specially in southern 
Manitoba and near Macleod and Lethbridge. 

35299. What was the character of the liquor ?—Very bad. 

35300. We have been told that the people used pain-killer and eau de Cologne. 
Did you know of such articles being used }—I know very little about them. TI have seen 
_ pain-killer used several times, and I have known one case of a man drinking red ink for 
the alcohol in it. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 

35301. Did you ever know any one who would willingly drink pain-killer or red 
ink 1—No. 

35302. Do you regard that as a drink to which men would resort if they had the 
liberty to use other stimulants, or only if feeling that they must have something to gra- 
tify a desire which they could not resist ; and do you not think that it would. only be 
the hardened drinkers who would resort to such liquids /—The man who drank red ink 
was only 23 years old, but I do not know how long he had drank. 


35303. You have said that you are a merchant and manager of the Western Milling 
Co. !—Yes. 


35303a. What lines of business does the company carry on !’—They have a mill. 
They buy grain, and they have a wholesale liquor establishment in Regina. 


JupgE McDONALD.—The proceedings and the sittings of the Commission will 
be adjourned until Friday morning at 10 o’clock. The reason for the adjournment is to 
enable the Commissioners to go to Prince Albert without delay, and to take advantage of 
the train arrangements by which they will be able to return on Friday. 


The Commission adjourned. 
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PRINCE ALBERT, N.W.T., November 3, 1892. 


The Royal Commission on the Liquor Trafic met here this day. 


Present : 


JupGeE McDonatp. Rev. Dr. McLeop. 


> 


Jupce McDONALD, in opening the proceedings, said: The Commissioners will at 
once proceed to take evidence in accordance with the terms of Her Majesty’s commission, 
following the practice adopted in other places of hearing officials first, and afterwards 
other witnesses. 


SAMUEL JAMES DONALDSON, Mayor of Prince Albert, on being duly sworn, 


deposed as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald « 


35304, What is your business or occupation /—TI am a livery stable keeper. 

35305. How long have you resided in Prince Albert /—I have been here since 1887 
on and off. 

35306. Do you come here from one of the other provinces!—I came herefrom Ontario. 

35307. From what part of Ontario !—I came from Carleton Place, near Ottawa. 

35308. That is in the County of Lanark, I believe ?— Yes. 

35309. During your residence in the North-west Territories, have you been in 
Prince Albert all the time ?—No ; ; I have been at Qu’ Appelle, Battleford and Port Pelly. 

35310. Have you resided at these places!—I put in a year at each of the places. 

35311. When you first came here in 1879, what system was in force so far as re- 
gards the liquor traflic /—The permit system. 

35312. That was the system in force in the Territories until a very recent period ? 
—-Y €g, 

35313. The permits, we understand, were obtained from the Lieutenant-Governor ?— 
Yes. 

35313a. Taking your experience, has there been during the time you have known 
the Territories, any “change j in the social customs of the people with respect to the use of 
intoxicating liquors {There was a time when the permit system was very judiciously 
handled, pad there was not avery great wish for alcoholic liquors in the Territories; but 
later on, there was, and when they had it, they abused it. 

35314. You mean that later on under the permit system more liquor was brought 
in 1—Yes. 

35315. During the time of the permit system, was liquor smuggled in !—Yes. 

35316. In what shape ?—Smuggled in in various ways, some of course, brought in 
under permit. 

35317. Do you mean under permits that were unlawfully used ?—Yes. 

35318. The permits having become exhausted /—Not exhausted enough that the 
parties would not take their chances, and ask the Lieutenant-Governor for permits 
under some one else’s name, and the liquor would come to the express office, and the man 
would go there and get it. I have known such cases. 

Samver JawEs DONALDSON, 
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35319. In what other ways was it brought in!’—Parties smuggling liquor at that 

time would take teams and go down to Brandon or Portage la Prairie, and bring liquor 
across the country, and run the chance of getting it in. 

35320. Without having the pretence of a permit!—I hal been at Qu’Appelle 
when a man overtook me with five ten gallon kegs of alcohol. 

35321. Did you find in those days that the liquor smuggled is\ was generally spirits, 
or was it ale!—Generally spirits, of the very strongest kind. 

35322. They endeavoured to secure the smallest bulk and the greatest strength, I 
suppose /—Yes, and they would afterwards make a much larger quantity out of it. 

} 35323, Had you any experience here of liquor being brought in in packages of 
) sugar and flour ?—I have heard of that, but have never known of it myself. 

35324. Have you had any experience in this country of other articles being used 
instead of liquor. We have had evidence that in some sections pain-killer and eau de 
Cologne were used ?—Yes ; I have seen them used frequently. 

35325, Were they diluted or taken as they were received ?—It all depended upon 
the condition of the man who was going to take it, whether he was on a heayy spree or 
. just beginning it. 

| 35326. We have been told that under the permit system when a man got a permit 
____ for liquor and the liquor arrived, he would call his friends together, and there would be 
j a period of exceedingly heavy drinking while the liquor held out?—Yes; I have seen 
that too. 

} 35327. Did the same state of things of which you have spoken exist at Prince 

Albert, Fort Pelly, and other places where you have been: were the conditions through- 
out the districts similar ?—Yes, about the same. 

5 35328. Then the condition did not depend on locality ?—No. 

35329. On Ist May last, a license system came into force, we understand ?— Yes. 

35330. Were you Mayor of the municipality at that time ?— Yes. 

35331. What has been the working of the license law since it came into force ; has 
it been advantageous or otherwise !—My opinion of the license system at present is, that 
it is a little ahead of the permit system, that is of the winding up time of the old per- 
mit system. 

35332. It has been suggested that one reason why there was an increase in the 
number of permits granted was the fact that such large quantities of liquor were being 
smuggled from the United States, and it was thought expedient that those liquors should 
be brought in lawfully under a permit system /—Exactly. 

35333. Do you know whether the increase in the number of permits issued dimin- 
ished the quantity of liquor smuggled ’—I believe it diminished smuggling as regards 
men taking chances of bringing liquor across the country. 

35334. I suppose you know nothing of the state of things near the boundary line ? 
—-I have no experience there. 

35335. How many licenses are there in Prince Albert !—One retail license. 

35336. That is an hotel I suppose /—Yes. 

35337. How many wholesale licenses have been granted !—Two. 

35338. Have you considered the question, whether, in case of the enactment of a 
prohibitory law, a law prohibiting the manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating 
liquors for beverage purposes in the Dominion, remuneration should be made to brewers 
and distillers for loss of plant and machinery /—I have not given the matter any con- 
sideration whatever ; however, I imagine they should receive some remuneration. 

35339. Have you had any experience of the working of a prohibitory law anywhere 
else than in the North-west Territories /—No. 

35340, Have you had any experience of a high license system !—No. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


35341. There have been three systems in the Territories: prohibition, with the 
early exercise of the permit system ; then the four per cent beer system, and now the 
license system. From your observation, which do you think was the best of the three ? 
—TI think I would as soon have the license system as any of them, from the way it is 
working now. 
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35342. Did you find that prohibition, when permits were issued judiciously, did any 
good !—Yes, I think it did, when the permits were judiciously issued. 

35343. Have you observed whether the license system as it is here has increased or 
diminished drinking !—I am inclined to believe that the license system is increasing the 
drinking in the rural districts. 

35344. Has it no effect in the town ?—I think not, in that way. 

35345. How many licenses do you say are issued altogether !—One retail and two 
wholesale. 

35346. Do you know whether there is any illicit sale in the town!—None to my 
knowledge ; I do not believe there is any whatever. 

35347. Do you know whether the licensees observe the provisions of the license law, 
whether they sell after hours, and whether they are closed during legal hours on Sunday ? 
—They close right on the hour, so far as I know. 

35348. Do the wholesale establishments sell retail at all?—No. An _hotel-keeper 
is allowed to sell to his guests more or less on Sundays. 

35349. Does the law allow him to do so? If he closed on Saturday night, does it 
allow him to open again before Monday morning ?—I am never much round the hotel 
on Sunday, and therefore I do not know. _I was under the impression that guests of the 
hotel were allowed to buy on Sunday. 

35350. Then you do not know whether the licensees sell after hours and on Sundays 
or not !—No, I could not say. 

35351. Did you notice a very great difference between the condition of things when 
permits were issued judiciously and when they were issued indiscriminately during later 
years? Did you notice a difference in the quantity of the liquor abroad and the amount 
of drunkenness !—Of course, the population has increased. There might be more 
drinking noticed, but I do not think drinking is more extensive than previously. 

35352, So it did not make much difference whether few or many permits were 
granted ’—It made a difference no doubt, but there were more people to drink the 
liquor ; ; that was the difference. 

35353. The returns show that there was a great tock in the quantity of liquor 
permitted to come into the Territories between 1883 and 1890.. In 1883, about 6,000 
gallons were permitted and in 1890, 153,000 gallons. There could not have been that 
ratio of increase in population, about twenty-five times as many /—No. 

35354, Do you think the indiscriminate issue of permits caused a large increase of 
drunkenness /—No doubt there must have been some increase. 

35355, You think there was smuggling going on. Was there much of that during 
later years ?!—I do not think so much smuggling in later years was carried on, for indi- 
viduals could then bring it in by permit. 

35356, The issuing of permits made it unnecessary to a I suppose ?— Yes. 

35357. How long have you resided here ?—Since 1882 

35358, Have you noticed whether the drink habit and ae drink trade affect business 
injuriously or beneficially ?—-Injuriously. 

35359. Take your own business, that of keeping a livery stable. Sometimes rigs 
get broken, I suppose !— Yes. 

35360. And horses get hurt +— Yes. 

35361. Did you notice whether the drink habit had anything to do with those 
occurrences !—Yes, no doubt it had. 

35362. To any considerable degree, or to any large percentage of cases /—Yes, in a 
very large number. 


By Judge McDonald : 


35363. The man you met with a load of liquor: how far would he have to draw 
t ?—From Brandon here, about 400 miles. 


SamMuEL JAMES DoNALDSON. 
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Hoy. THOMAS HORACE McGUIRE, of Prince Albert, Judge of the Supreme 


Court of the North-west Territories, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald : 


35364. How long have you resided in the Territories!—About three years and 
a-half. 
| 35365. Have you resided all that time in Prince Albert /—Yes. 
35366. Before coming here, I believe you lived in Ontario ?—Yes, in Kingston. 
| 35367. There was a license system in force there /—Yes. 
35368. Was the permit system in vogue when you came here ?—Yes. 
| 35369. We understand that the prohibitory law was repealed in May, and that a 
license law replaced it ?— Yes. 
| 35370, Take the community since you came here, have you noticed any change in 
| tbe social customs of the people, or are they about the same in regard to the use of 
_ intoxicating beverages !— While I cannot say I have noticed very much change here, 
there has been a little, of course. When the license law came into force there was a 
1 temptation to try their new privilege at that time, but I do not think it kept up. 
‘a 35371. Do you find this a law abiding and sober community /—Very much so. 


35372. Do you think it compares very favourably with other communities ?—I 
| think so. 
, 35373. I understand that this is an old established place ?—It dates back fifteen 
years probably. 


' Company, I believe?—I am not aware that the Hudson Bay Company had any traders 
here previous to fifteen years ago. 

35375. Had you any experience of the working of the permit system /— Yes ; 
almost the same experience, although perhaps not so familiar with the system, as the last 
witness. I corroborate what he has said about permits being applied for in the names 
of persons who never obtained them. Of course, I only know this by hearsay, but it is 
a matter of common report that several persons in town were in the habit of sending to 
the Lieutenant-Governor for permits in the name of certain individuals. In the early 
history of the country, when the settlers were few and more easily known by the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor or those about him, the permit system was exercised wisely and dis- 
cretion could be used in issuing permits. As the population increased and more 
strangers came into the country, persons of whom the Lieutenant-Governor knew 
nothing, and of whom the persons about him knew nothing, the information obtained 
would not always be accurate, and frequently, no doubt, permits were given to those 
who were really dealers in liquor, that is, selling contrary to law, because ‘there was no 
power to sell under the permit system. Persons, no doubt, got permits in their own 
names and sold the liquor. I know of two permits being applied for by persons whose 
principal business it was to sell liquor, and for a long time I did not know how they 
got it. 

35376. Would the liquor be sold openly at the bar, or quietly /—There was no open 
sale in this town. ‘In one place there was open sale, but it never became what you 
would call open sale in Prince Albert that I am aware of. There was a good deal sold, 
however, I believe, before the license system came into force. 

35377. Then we understand, that owing to some decision given it was held that, 
though the individual in whose favour the permit was granted bought the liquor, yet if 
it were afterwards found to be in the possession of ‘another party, it was covered by 
permit/—Yes, that was the decision of Judge Rouleau. That decision was given accord- 
ing to the strict wording of the section, which was afterwards amended. 

35378. Do you think that under the present system private individuals called 
together a few friends when the liquor arrived, and there was a bout of excessive 
drinking ?—I believe there are some grounds for that report. It has been stated, per- 
haps as a joke, but with some truth in it, that as liquor by permits came in by sleigh or 
by express, for it was not safe to send it by freight, that a man’s friends were always 
about at the time of its arrival, and it appeared to be always known who was the 


| 35374. The settlement was in existence before that, under the old Frudeon Bay 
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fortunate recipient of the liquor. I do not know how true that is. I think, however, 
there is some truth in the statement that a man invited his friends, or they invited 
themselves, and they would drink till the hquor was consumed. The permit usually 
covered two gallons. 

35379. Did the permit distinguish the kind of liquor ?—It always distinguished it. 
There was more brandy brought in than anything else, except by the better “class, who. 
wanted wine ; it was usually “brandy or alcohol, on nies of course, the freight was 
less ; brandy was 50 cents a gallon, and of course it was desirable to get the strongest 
kind of liquor. 

35380. Do you know whether adulteration was complained of in cases where liquor 
was sold /—I have reason to believe that the liquor sold was adulterated, from the effect 
it had on persons who drank it ; of course, I reter to the after effects. 

35381. You mean, I suppose, that it made them stupid and almost paralyzed them ? 
—— ¥ es. 

35382. We have heard of cases of that kind in the other provinces !—Yes. 

35383. Do you know anything of the state of things on the southern boundary !—No. 

35384. Have you considered the question of granting remuneration to brewers and 
distillers for their loss of plant, in case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law ? 
——That question is of more importance in other parts of the country than in the Terri- 
tories, for the reason that the law had prohibited a license being given to conduct manu- 
facturing here. Until last May there was no right to establish a , brewery or distillery 
in the Territories. There was what were called hop-breweries ; there are one or two 
here, but they are not of much account. \ 

35385. What kind of beer was produced It was not very good: it was called hop 
beer, and probably contained two or three per cent of alcohol. 

35386. So did the four per cent ?—No, that was always imported. Hop beer is a 
very weak product. As an abstract proposition, I think that where the law enacts that 
a business should be wiped out, providing it is a lawful business at the time, the 
people engaged in it have some claim to be remunerated, especially in view of a sudden 
change in the law which has thrown that man’s property and himself out of a sphere of 
usefulness for the time being. 

35387. Do you think in such a case that compensation should be made for the 
plant and machinery that would necessarily be rendered useless !—I do not think that I 
am able to express an opinion on that subject. I think that a very strong argument 
might be put forward in behalf of such a change being made ; but, there are very strong 
reasons to be urged against it on the other side. 

35388. As a jurist and as one who has had long experience in law, what, in your judg- 
ment, is the effect on the conscience of a community of having a law on the statute-book 
which i is flagrantly and pers sistently violated !—My experience has been more outside of 
the Territories than here in this regard. Of course, there is nothing here to contradict 
iny impression, stated elsewhere : it is, that where there is a law that is not enforced the 
people get into the habit of breaking that law, and they have a tendency to break other 
laws, particularly with regard to truth in the witness box. 

35389, Speaking of that point, have you had any experience in regard to the mat- 
ter of evidence /—Very little, I have had only four or five cases. 

35390. It has been stated that in a general prohibitory law, more than any other 
law, perjury exists in the courts when attempts are made to énforce it. It is said the 
lack of memory in regard to time, place and circumstances is such that people cannot 
come to any other conclusion than that intentional perjury is committed by witnesses ? 
—TI think my impression here, so far as it has gone and limited to a few cases, and my 
experience in prosecuting cases in Ontario was of a like character, is that in the prosecu- 
tion of liquor cases you never can rely on one witness ina hundred telling the truth, if 
they are witnesses for the prosecution. 

35391. Have you had any experience in Ontario in conducting prosecutions in con- 
nection with a prohibitory law /—Not with a prohibitory law. 

35392. Was the Scott Act in force in Frontenac before you left Kingston /—I 
think it wasin the county, not in the city. It was defeated in the city, although I 
think it was carried after a while. ; 
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35393. Do you know anything of the working of it?—I cannot say much about 
that, because it was not long in force before it was repealed. 

35394, Kingston being so near, of course, people could get liquor /—The comment 
I would make on that point is, thatin the county it did not get a fair chance to operate, 
because people could buy five gallons of liquor in the city, or men could carry it home in 
their skins. 

35395. Are there any suggestions you could make to the Commission in regard to 
the amendment of the law at present in force here or elsewhere in regard to this ques- 
tion as a whole?—-No. I may say that from what experience I have had, I am in favour 
of a license law. While I should be very glad to have absolute prohibition, if such a 
law could be entorced, my impressions are that it would be incapable pf enforcement. 
This keen appetite cannot be controlled. And in my view the present system is a 
very good one. It has been culled from the experience of prohibitory and other laws, 
and in fact has been made by the Legislature and by the gentlemen who drafted it as 
efficient as possible. Incidentally I found some advantage in the system the other day. 
A person in whom I am interested is in the habit of drinking liquor, and I warned the 
dealer not to give it to that person or allow him to get drink on the premises. The 
dealer assented at once. Had this been an illicit place I could not have had control, but 
in view of obtaining a license the dealer found it advisable to stop selling liquor to that 
party. ~ That result could not have been easily obtained under any irregular system. 
For that reason I think the license system in force at present—and if there is any 
defect in it, it might be remedied—is a better system for the Territories, and it should be 
strongly enforced. Another remark I desire to make known is, that in my opinion 
most of the criminal cases in the Territories, or a very small percentage of the cases 
that come before me, are traceable exclusively to the use of liquor. Of all the criminal 
cases I have tried, only two that I recollect were the outcome of excessive use of liquor, 
and one of those, in which death occurred, was a case of murder, the verdict rendered 
being manslaughter, and it arose out of the prohibition system, I think. The place 
where the man got his liquor was a little “shack” out of the town, where the people 
manufactured it illicitly—-a foul mixture it was said to be by those who tasted it— 
and the man was more or less mad from the use of it. He was not a native of the 
place but was a cow-boy from the States. They were all more or less under the influ- 
ence of liquor, and it was home-made whisky they were using. The other case was not 
under the license system, but occurred just before the present system came into force, 
and I do not know whether it was illicit liquor that was obtained or not, at all events 
it was there. Those are the only two cases out of 40 or 50 that have came before me, 
in which I could trace that the crimes were at all due to the use of intoxicating liquors. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


35396. Have you noticed that of the cases which have come under your observation 
some were traceable to the excessive use of intoxicating liquor, and that the lquor trade 
or the liquor habit has been an element in the disorder that has resulted in those cases ? 
—No. 

35397. Speaking of the cases in which liquor was illicit: would it have made any 
difference if the liquor had been sold legally —When I spoke of the liquor being illicit, 
I referred rather to its manufacture. I should think that liquor manufactured in distil- 
leries, where it is properly rectified, would not produce as injurious results as compounds 
made by a man with a few feet of lead pipe and some barley. That is all the machi- 
nery the man had for the manufacture of liquor. Where proper rectifying machinery 
is used, it is obvious that the liquor produced must be of a less irritating character than 
can possibly be made without proper apparatus. 

35398. And that liquor resulted in the crime to which you have referred ?— Yes. 

35399. Do you desire us to understand that those crimes were directly traceable to 
the prohibition of the sale of liquor ?—I can hardly say that, but the impression made 
on my mind was, that if there had not been illicit sale going on, that man would not 
have lost his life. 

35400. Have you observed that where the liquor trade is legalized, drinking pre- 
vails and leads to crime ?— No. 
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35401. Do you remember in what years those two cases occurred ?-—The serious one 
two years ago at Battleford. A man named Fletcher was charged with shooting a Half- 
breed. The other was last spring. 

35402. So both cases were since the adoption of the four per cent beer system /—- 
Yes, both were since then. 

35403. I think you have referred to the four per cent beer. Did the beer always 
contain four per cent or something more ?—There was an impression abroad that some 
of the liquor which contained, or was supposed to contain only, four per cent of alcohol, 
was a good deai stronger. I do not know of my own personal knowledge, but that was 
the impression abr oad. 

35404. Did it come in legally, or was it smuggled ?—That is what I referred to ; 
stronger liquor no doubt came in at that time. 

35405, With respect to the permit system, do you think it worked better previous 
to the four per cent plan than subsequently /—Yes. That is the reason I think the four 
per cent was reinforced and stronger liquor came in, more like eight than four per cent. 
I was told that the four per cent beer was such that people did not care to drink it. If 
stronger liquor was allowed to come in that way, if the suspicion was true, it of course 
increased the use of liquor. 

35406. You have said that permits were issued for domestic use ?—That was what 
was intended. 

35407. Permits were not granted for the four per cent beer for domestic use, but 
for sale, | understand ?— Yes, it was for sale ; and it had this condition, that a person buy- 
ing it had to consume it on the premises and could not take any home with him. That 
is, of course, contrary to the theory of most temperance people, who see a temptation in 
that kind of drinking. The four per cent law, in fact, required it to be tippled. 

35408. Do you ‘think the license system, so far as your experience has gone for the 
short time it had been enforced, is satisfactory /—Yes, except in the rural districts, as 
Mr. Donaldson stated. I hear that there has been a great increase in the quantity of 
liquor sold in the country since the license law has come into force. 

35409. Would you think that any advantage?—No; my observation, however, is 
more in regard to the town. 

35410. Do you think that this disadvantage in the rural districts may be compen- 
sated by any advantage, real or imaginary, in the town ?—Yes, because I think the evil 
in the country is owing to the law not being enforced. The license law inereases faci- 
lities for getting liquor i in the country districts, and I repeat that, from what I hear, 
there has been a considerable increase in the consumption. It is a matter of opinion 
whether that evil is greater than any advantage derived in the town. 

35411. From your knowledge of the country, and remembering that it is sparsely 
setéled, do you think the license lone can be easily regulated in the rural districts /—No. 
They find the license system has the same difficulties to contend with as the prohibitory 
system, although the temptation is greater to evade a prohibitory law than a license 
law. The man who gets a license has a greater reason to observe Its provisions than 
not to do so, because it is his interest to observe them. 

35412. You spoke of a case here in which you were interested, where you warned 
the licensee. Could you not have proceeded against an illicit dealer as well, and have 
punished him ?—Yes ; but it is easier to convict under a license law, for there is more 
evidence created by a license law. You can lay a charge under different forms. Under 
a license law, to give liquor to a man who is interdicted, or to allow him to get drunk 
on the premises is a serious offence. You can not only get the offender punished, but a 
much higher penalty is imposed than under the old law ; and the modes of proof are 
easier under a license system. 

35413, Previous to the license system, do you think there was illicit sale /—Yes. 

35414. Were the hotel-keepers illicit sellers, and did they supply liquor ?—There 
have been some convictions. I think all the hotel-keepers will be found to have violated 
the law at different times. 

35415. Only one of the hotel-keepers here, we understand, has a license /—Yes, and 
I think he endeavours to obey the law. His license costs him $400, and he is liable not 
only to forfeit his license, but also his chance of getting a license subsequently. 
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35416. Do you think, from your observation of ‘the license law here and elsewhere, 
that it does regulate the trade !—I think it does. It gets a better class of men in the 
business. I think where there is absolute prohibition the temptation is very great and 
the law will not only be broken but people will sympathize with those. who sell and 
prevent them being convicted. 

35417. Does that not also apply to the trade when legalized; or are there no 
attempts at illicit sales when licenses are granted. We have been told that liquor was 
sold at from 25 cents to 50 cents a glass in early days, whatever kind of liquor it might 
be ?—Under the license system the profits are not so great, and the illicit dealer cannot 
charge more than those who sell under license. 

35418. You spoke of the difficulty in securing convictions under your practice as a 
lawyer. Were those difticulties experienced in cases where prohibition was enforced, or 
was a license system in force /—I think my remark will apply generally. 

35419. Was difficulty experienced generally in regard to licensed places /— Yes. 

35420. Was the perjury committed in cases of prosecution for violation of the 
license law /—No, in both classes. I do not think there was very much difference. 

35421. So it was not where there was absolute prohibition or partial prohibition ?—. 
No, not in regard to prohibition. 

35422. Is it not a fact that the unwillingness of the witnesses to tell all the truth 
arises because they are generally parties to the offence !—Yes. I have known a whole 
Township Council summoned and an effort made to secure conviction; and though 
everybody in the place knew they got liquor at the house in question, yet they all 
managed to evade the questions and to give some explanation, so as to leave doubt as to 
who was selling and what was sold. 

35423. You mean that all the parties in the Council got drink at the time /—Yes, 
all on that day. They were all in that house drinking ; and everybody knew that some 
of them got drink. 

32424, Was that a case under the license system ?—Yes ; but it was against a per- 
son who had not a license. 

35425, Then it was a violation of the law by an illicit seller ?— Yes. 

35426. And notwithstanding that the whole Town Council was summoned, it could 
not be proved that there had been a violation of the law /—It was not the Town Council 
but the Township Council. 

35427. Have there been any strong influences, moral or religious, brought to bear 
on the community since you came here !—I believe the churches are doing all they can, 
and I know there is a temperance society in the town and that the members have been 
doing very good service. I have heard of some persons who were habitual drunkards at 
one time and who within the last few years have become total abstainers. These cases 
are attributable to the temperance people. 

35428. Do you think the legalization of the trade in the community will prove a 
menace to those people who have been rescued?—I am inclined to think it may be. 
They will be able to get liquor more easily now. Formerly they would have had to ask 
for a permit, and the liquor would have to be brought in by railway, and of course they 
could get it more easily now. 

35429. Have you any means of knowing what is the feeling throughout your dis- 
trict in regard to prohibition ?—I have no means of knowing, except what one hears in 
conversation. There was a good deal of dissatistaction expressed with the permit system 
when it was in force. I think the majority are in favour of license. ayo 'be 

35430. Do you think a plebiscite would show that?—I have not much faith in 
plebiscites. as 

35431. We have known of people coming to the Territories because prohibition was 
in force here and because they would not be able to obtain liquor ?—Several persons have 
told me that they have come here for that reason. Loi 

35432. Is it fair in that’ case to have prohibition relaxed step by step until a license 
system is substituted ?—I do not think it has made very much difference to any man who 
wanted to get liquor. 

35433. Have you thought of the matter in this way, whether the so-called pro- 
hibition in the North-west Territories was a prohibition system at all, or simply a 
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license system, commanded by one person, who exercised it without any discretion !— 
It was prohibition tempered by the permit system. 

35434. Do you think there would have been less dissatisfaction if permits had been 
issued judiciously /—Yes. 

35435. You have stated, I think, that prohibition was impracticable !— Yes, I think 
so. In a country like this, it led people into manufacturing liquor here. I know we had 
strong suspicion of this being done in Prince Albert. I know two private stills were 
discovered by the Inland Revenue officers. 

35436. You think such a law impracticable because its provisions are violated /— 
Yes. 

35437. Do you think the license iaw impracticable for the same reason !—I think 
it will be violated ; but there will not be the same temptation to manufacture in private 
stills. 

35438. Is that because the people are allowed their liquors /—Yes. 

35439, As to the principle of prohibition : do you believe that if prohibition was 
fairly well enforced it would be beneficial !—That is my view. I would be quite willing 
to forego liquor if it would benefit all the people, because I believe that their health 
would be better without it, although that is questionable to some extent. 

35440. It is from a medical and moral reason, I believe /—Yes, perhaps both. 

35441. Of course, the prohibition I mean exempts liquor for medical purposes !—- 
As it should. 

35442. It is only prohibition as regards the use of alcoholic liquor for beverage 
purposes !—I think there cannot be two questions about it, that any one seriously look- 
ing at the matter of prohibition, with that proviso regarding the use of liquor for medi- 
cal and sacramental purposes, would come to the conclusion that it was preferable. 


By Judge McDonald : 
35443. If it could be enforced ?— Yes. 


By Kev. Dr. McLeod : 


35444. You fear the possibility of enforcement /—Yes. You cannot enforce the 
old style Maine law. 

35445. Have you had experience in Maine ?—Yes. My experience was that I could 
get all the liquor I wanted in Maine. The subject had been discussed in Kingston, 
before I went to Old Orchard Beach one summer. A number of friends were discuss- 
ing it, and it was urged that you could not get liquor unless you were well known. Now 
we were not known at all, and we went round to three or four different places and got 
all the liquor we wanted, from brandy down. We were strangers, and it was not because 
we were well known to the proprietors. But that experience was confined to Old Orchard 
Beach and Portland. 

35446. Do you think your experience at Old Orchard Beach and Portland enables 
you to express an opinion as to the condition of affairs in the State of Maine!/—No. I 
had, however, that experience with respect to the law. Perhaps there were reasons why 
Portland should be so, because it is a seaport town. 

35447. I suppose you do not think it necessary that all the provisions of the law 
should be observed or absolutely enforced /—No, because I never know any law that 
could be absolutely enforced. There is the law against murder; it is not absolutely 
enforced, for murders take place. That would be no reason why you should repeal the 
law, because the best you can do is to exercise it so far as the machinery will permit. 

35448. If a prohibitory law were possible of enforcement so as to reduce the evils 
resulting from the drinking habit to a minimum, would it be regarded as a law that was 
or dinarily successful ?—I think so; if the law did not result in excessive smuggling and 
excessive manufacturing of illicit liquors. Liquor selling is different from other offences. 
If it be true that liquors illicitly manufactured are more injurious to a man than those 
which are known as refined liquors, then of course, there is that evil to be considered. 

35449. Have you observed whether adulterated liquors are more injurious than 
what you call pure liquors?!—No, I cannot say so. Some few individuals are very inju- 
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riously affected by liquor, whatever that liquor may be, and it appears to lead to disease 
afterwards. Adulterated liquors, however, seem to have a different effect on persons from 
ordinary liquors ; it seems to make them sick, and the effects remain for days. 


Be tuded McDonald 


35450. It has been suggested that the increase in the number of permits issued was 
caused by the fact of so much liquors of bad quality being smuggled into the country. 
Have you any knowledge of that fact? No; I do not know what reason caused the 
Executive to change the permit system. 

. 35451. Acting on ordinary principles, I suppose it was done from some motive for 
the public weal ?—I think so. 

35452. You have expressed your opinion of a plebiscite. I suppose you prefer the 
old fashioned British system of representatives of the people dealing with these ques- 
tions !—I think so. 

35453. Has the opinion of the people of the North-west Territories been crystallized 
in the law in force at the present time ?—That is a very difficult question to answer. T 
do not think that at the last election this question was made one of the issues in the 
election of members, although probably it ought to have been. I cannot, however, speak 
as to that. It was known before the last election that an attempt would be made to 
have a license law passed, and that might have had some effect in the election of mem- 
bers to the Legislature in some places. 

35454. So a Legislature fresh from the people passed such a law /—Yes, whatever 
inference may be drawn from that fact. I am under the opinion, from what I have 
heard, that nearly every member of the Legislature was in favour of some form of a liquor 
license law, with the exception of a couple of members. One other remark, somewhat 
corroborating what Mr. Donaldson has said. I think under a license system there. is 
greater opportunity for the sale of ght wines and beers replacing the strong liquors 
that were formerly smuggled into the country. If it be an advantage for the people to 
drink ale and wine instead of brandy or other strong liquors, I think the license system 
is desirable, because comparatively little ale was imported under the permit system into 
the country as the freight was so considerable. There was no charge made by the 
Executive for the permits, but such liquors as ale cost too much for freight. Of course 
those who wanted to dealin liquors preferred the stronger liquors. Now the liquor 
brought includes ale and beer, and to that extent there is something to be said in favour 
of license as against the prohibitory system. 


JOHN COTTON, of Prince Albert, Superintendent of the North-west Mounted 
Police, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


35455. How long have you lived in the Territories /—In Manitoba and the North- 
west Territories, I have lived nearly 20 years. 

35456. Did you come from the Province of Ontario?—Yes ; I came from Ontario 
to Manitoba. 

35457. From what section of Ontario did you come ?—From Ottawa. 

35458. Was there a license law in force there in those days !— Yes. 

35459. How long have you been in the Territories !-I have been here 10 years. I 
was also here in 1879, which was before that time. 

35460. When you came here, was the permit system in force !—Yes. 

35461. Did you come here as a member of the North-west Mounted Police !—Yes. 

35462. Has a part of your duty been to see to the enforcement of the liquor law 
in any respect, and if so in what way /—Yes, in seeing that parties do not bring liquor 
in illegally and also to prevent illicit sale. 

35463. Sale to Indians ?—To Indians and everybody. 
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35464. At present what are your duties under the new system /—At present under 
the new system we have to aid the License Commissioners to prevent any infringement 
of the present law. 

35465. Then you have still to enforce the law and» to prevent sale to Indians ?— 
Yes, certainly. 

35466. And to try cases of offences under the present law as regards Indians, in 
fact nil infractions of the law /—Yes. 

35467. In what sections of the North-west Territories have you been stationed from 
time to time?—At Fort Macleod, Regina and here. In those days the population in 
that district was very small. 

35468. With what difficulties were you called upon most to contend under the old 
system ?—There was a great deal of liquor imported from the United States by way 
of Fort Macleod. 

35469. You refer to smuggling across the line ?— Yes. 

35470. What was the character of the liquor brought over !—Very bad, as a rule. 

35471. Was other liquor brought in from Manitoba /—Yes. 

35472. In what kind of packages was it brought in ?—In every possible way. 

35473. Have you often made seizures /—Yes. 

35474. Can you give the Commissioners any kind of an idea as to what sort of 
packages the liquor was brought in ?—Where it was imported from the United States, 
the people did not pay much ‘attention to the way in which the liquor was packed. If 
it were smuggled from another part of our own country by the railway, it would be 
inclosed in some kind of package. The ordinary way in the south was to stow it away 
in bottles among merchandise. The bottle trade was, of course, the retail trade after 
the liquor had been got into the country. 

35475, Did people carry liquid about on their persons and sell it?—That has no 
doubt been done, but I only recollect one case of that sort that was tried before me. As 
a rule they did not carry it about with them, but they generally placed it away where 
they could lay their hands on it when they wanted it. 

35476. Take the liquor brought in from our own country by railway. We have 
heard of tin cases made to look like Bibles: what were there the methods adopted 
under the permit system to bring in liquor?—-That was one. Another, the plan of 
shipping it as if it were mer chandise. A man connected with the liquor might carry on 
some subordinate mercantile business, and at the same time endeavour to get liquor in 
with his goods. 

35477. The Commissioners have been given to understand that large quantities of 
ee were concealed in packages of sugar and rice /—That has been done. 

35478. Within your own knowledge, have packages of that kind been opened— 
packages of sugar and rice and other things—and liquor found in them ?— Yes. 

3D479. ise what way was the liquor generally packed ?—It was generally concealed 
as much as possible. 

35480. Was the liquor generally 1 in keg or bottle ?—Both ways. 

35481. This was put in as freight ey es, with consignments of freight. For 
instance, there was a large consignment of soda water at one “time, and we found that 
the bottles contained alcoholic liquor, and that the majority of the bottles at all events 
were not soda water at all. 

35482, Have you found cases in which freight cars were found to contain liquor in 
the centre and on the outside were found ordinar ‘y merchandise ?—I do not know that 
I have personally made such seizures, but I have tried cases in which that was done. 

35483, The Commissioners have been told that cases have been found in which 
persons having a permit would afterwards make use of the stub to bring in another 
supply of liquor, or to protect some liquor brought in under the same permit /—Yes, such 
efforts have been make, but did not succeed. As the permit system, like every thing 
else, became better known to the people, they acquired a knowledge of it. Before the 
days of the regular cancellation of the permits, that is to say in the early days of the 
permit system, the permits were used over and over again; but this became diflicult 
after the regular can¢ellation came into operation, and the permit was cancelled when 
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the liquor was found on the train. If the people could get it into the Territories 
without the permit being cancelled, they could of course use it again. I do not say that 
the people had a desire to evade the law ; but, on the other hand, a large number of 
people would try to avoid having their permits cancelled, if they could. It wasa system 
by which the permit was only for a certain length of time. 

35484, Do you think that was a point which was generally conceded ?—A man 
might say that he drank very little, and if he used the permit three or four times, no 
harm would be done. 

35485, What other difficulty had you to contend against !—From the police point 
of view, under the permit system we had every difficulty to combat, especially remem- 
bering the class of men any permit system or an attempt to enforce prohibition creates. 
Of course we had to watch the whisky traders and try to frustrate their plans. 

35486. In the cases tried before you, did you find the witnesses troubled with 
weakness of memory !—I invariably found it. 

35487. As to the time and place /—That was the same nearly all the time. 

35488. Had you reason to believe that their testimony amounted to perjury in 
some cases /—I have not the shghest doubt but that itwas perjury very often. 

35489. Did you find any particular law under which perjury seemed to prevail ?— 
Yes, under the present system. I have not had enoughvexperience under the other system 
to be able to give an opinion, because the license system has not been sutticiently long 
in operation. 

35490. Were you on the British Columbia frontier at all /—No, I have never been 
west of Fort Macleod. 

35491. Did you find that as the railway opened up the country, more people came in, 
and that liquor came in more freely, and there was more difficulty in looking after the 
liquor !—That applied to the Canadian Pacific Railway. It made no difference whatever 
in the southern part, near the international boundary. 

35492. While it may not have made any difference in the quantity imported, did 
you find that less liquor came in from the United States and more by railway /—It was 
then brought in from two directions instead of one. 

35493. Then the railway had the effect of giving a mode of access which had not 
previously existed ?/—Yes, it gave a better chance to the people there to get liquor, if 
they could avoid detection on the train. In the southern district it was not so, for 
the people would have to travel 100, 200 or 300 miles with it. 

35494. Were seizures frequent !— Yes. 

35495. You endeavoured to enforce the law, I suppose, and with all the means at 
your disposal /—Yes, every effort has been made by the force to carry out the law. 

35496. The present law, we understand, came into force on 1st May last 1—Yes. 

35497. Under it, what difficulties have you experienced ?—Such a thing as 
searching trains is practically done away with. We have had no difficulty, and certainly 
no complaints have been made to the police of infractions of the law, and of course 
complaints would be made to them. Up to this time the law has been enforced. 

35498. What has been the effect of the law on Indians as regards their getting 
mane ?—T have never myself seen an Indian under the influence of liquor i in this district. 
I have tried one case latterly of a Half-breed supplying liquor to a squaw since the law 
came into force. That is the only case now on record in this district. I have been on 
all the Indian Reserves, and I have never seen an Indian drunk. But there is always a 
danger in this way: the Indians have people related both by blood and common lan- 
guage, who have, nevertheless, a right to purchase liquor, and such a man can walk up 
and “buy liquor, and of course, unless a policeman is present, it may be brought away 
and given to Indians. So, of course, the facilities for the Indians to buy liquor have 
been increased, and there is much difficulty in that direction. I think in the case of the 
Indians there should be extra precautions taken to prevent them obtaining liquor, 
because while liquor may make a white man jolly, it has very different effects on the 
Indian. 

35499. You think it is possible for him to get drunk under the license system !— 
Up to this time we have not had that experience of the law, or at all events up to the 
last day or so, we have not had any difficulty. The vast majority of the Indians in this 
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district do not wish to obtain liquor. If it was put under their noses, they might take 
it, but they do not wish it. Of course it is now more probable that the Indians will 
get liquor than it was before, because they could not obtain liquor by permit under the 
permit system, and the whisky dealers certainly did not bring in liquor to give ‘away. 

35500. You have spoken of the liquor smuggled across the border being of foul 
character. What was the quality of liquor brought in in other parts of the country : was 
it the ordinary liquor brought in from the other provinces ’—Before the Canadian 
Pacific Railway was built, I do not know as regards the territory north of the railway, 
but in the southern part of the country, in the Fort Macleod region, the whisky was 
always considered to be very bad. 

35501. Were there illicit stills there ?—It was reported that there was an illicit 
still in one place. Search was made for it, and part of the still was found. If it had 
been used at all, it had been used very little. 

35502. Did you find that the liquors brought in under permit were generally 
spirituous liquors !—Almost invariably so. 

35503. Was any ales brought in /—They would not be brought in, as transportation 
was very expensive, and in the winter it was impossible to transport such liquors on 
account of frost. 

35504. They are, at all events, brought in more freely now /—I presume so, because 
a man can now go and buy ale. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


35505. Did you notice that you had more difficulty when the four per cent beer 
came into force?—No. I do not think we had. There might have been at some points 
when there was a rush, but I cannot even say that ; ie do not think it made much 
difference. 

35506. Then you think there was not much difference in the quantity brought in 
before or after the introduction of the four per cent beer system ?—No. 

-35507. I notice in your report of 1889, you say : 

*“The construction of the main line of the Canadian Pacific Railway proceeded quietly, and the 
total absence of all serious crime—notwithstanding the sudden influx of thousands of rough navvies-— 
was remarked with astonishment. This was again and again borne testimony to by prominent men 
who had had experience in other countries. Even with the efficient police surveillance maintained, 
such happy results could not, I think, have come about but for the prohibitory laws existing. That 
these laws were sometimes broken, even in those days, is an undeniable fact. Such, however, was 
the exception, not the rule.” 

Do you think that this condition, even with an efficient police force, could 
not have existed without a prohibitory law?—Yes. If all the working parties had had 
the right to bring in liquor and use it, the story of the construction of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway would have been exactly similar to the history of the Northern Pacific 
and the Union Pacific Railways. There would have been rows and murders of all kinds, 
T have no doubt. 

35508. You say in another paragraph of your report: 

‘The large number of appeal cases-—that is, appeals from magistrates to Supreme Courts—has, 
I think, brought out many points worthy of consideration, with a view of bringing about some desir- 
able amendments in the Act. Take this point, for instance: one of the learned Judges before whon 
appeals were heard holds that any one bringing in liquor under the Lieutenant- Governor’s permit 
may transfer such liquor to other residents of the Territories, who are not thenselyes in possession of 
permits ;,and further, that persons so receiving liquor are not liable to punishment by fine or impri- 
sonment. My last desire is to criticise in the slightest degree the legality of such judgment. I may, 
however, add that if this is the correct reading of the Act, it will hereafter certainly handicap che 
police in their efforts to suppress illegal liquor. traffic.” 

Do you find difficulty in regard to the legality of the judgments?—Yes. On 
account of that judgment, it was very difficult to prevent sale, and also to prove it. 

35509. Probably this was never done. If there was a permit produced, and if the 
quantity of liquor there did not exceed what was mentioned on the permit, hi did not 
endeavour to ascertain whether it was brought in illegally or not /—Exactly so 

35510. Do you agree with Mr. Reid and his assistant, that they had to take extra 
precautions in order the keep liquor away from the Indians ‘—I think extra precautions 
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will have to be maintained, and this has been done on the reserves in this district. They 
are visited more frequently, and of course we have to watch them more carefully, espec- 
tally at the time of the annual treaty payments. Of course, there is danger at that time, 
for when the Indian has money he can then get whisky. 


~. LAWRENCE WILLIAM HERCHMER, Commissioner of the North-west 
Mounted Police, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


35511. How long have you resided in the North-west Territories ?—Over 30 years. 

35512. Did you come here from one of the other provinces /—I came from Kingston, 
Ontario. 

35513. In what year ?—In the latter part of 1872. 

35514. From what place did you orginally come ?—From within one mile of the 
present town of Ormstown in the State of New York. 

35515, What system was in force there in regard to the use of intoxicating liquor! 
—They had a license system in force when I came to Manitoba. 

35516. When did you come into the Territories proper /—I was through the Terri- 
tories a good deal thoughout the years 1873-4-5. 

35517. What system was then in force!—No liquor was allowed. The permit 
system was introduced before Mr. Laird came into the Territories as Governor. 

35518. So no liquor was allowed in the Territories ?—Quite so. 

35519. You were not, I suppose, brought into contact officially with a license law 
before the present law came into force /—No. 

35520. Then there was a permit system ?—Since the Mounted Police have come 
into the country, I know that no liquor smuggling has been going on. 

35521. When you first came into the Territories, what was your official position /— 
T was one of the officers of the Boundary Commission. 

35522. And what official position did you hold subsequently ?—I was connected with 
the Indian Department in 1873. I remained there until 1886, when I came to the 
North-west Mounted Police. 

35523. While you were connected with the Indian Department, had you anything 
to do with keeping liquor away from the Indians ?—Yes, and I was a Magistrate. 

35524. Had you difficulty in doing so !—I kept it down by watching them. 

35525. Did you find very many people willing to sell to Indians ?—There were a 
great many who would sell to them, to the Sioux. I lived at Birtle, and was Govern- 
ment agent there. JI was in the habit of visiting Turtle Mountain and Brandon, and 
in the Territories, Fort Pelly to the north and down to Moose Mountain. 

35526. Did you find that you had to exercise diligence in order to prevent the 
people from breaking the law ?—I was kept travelling the whole time. 

35527. When you became connected with the police force, of course your duties 
were more extensive /—Yes. 

35528. What difficulties did you experience in keeping liquor out —I found that 
a very large proportion of the population would evade the law if they could. 

35529. In what shape would they get the liquor in !—In any shape they could 
manage it. They would try one dodge, and when we found that out they would invent 
another scheme. 

35530. Can you tell the Commission what some of them were ?!—A great deal of 
liquor came in by means of small kegs inserted in casks of sugar or rice. It was con- 
signed sometimes to the leading people of the North-west Territori ies, to prominent 
Methodist ministers or to priests. No doubt thousands and thousands of gallons of 
liquor came in in that way, because we did not like to examine respectable people’s 
goods. But we did so after a time, and we found, for instance, in the centre of one 
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barrel of sugar or rice consigned to a divine of high standing in the country, a five gal- 
lon keg of alcohol, brandy or some other strong liquor. 

35531. You had reason to suppose that this was being done as a fraud on him ?—I 
think so. 

35532. It was supposed that a consignment to that gentleman would not be ex- 
amined ?—No doubt there were thousands of packages of that sort, and I had to give 
an order that no package should pass without an examination. 

35533. It has been stated that sometimes in car's ordinary merchandise would be 
on the outside and liquor inside ?—Yes. On several occasions the cars were examined 
and grog was found secreted in that way. For instance, there was a car load of bacon 
from Hamilton consigned to one of the leading wholesale provision merchants, and we 
found, after we had examined it, that in addition to bacon at both ends of the car, there 
was a supply of the worst kind of spirits. Now, this car was shipped to a leading mer- 
chant of Edmonton. ; 

35534. Did you find any case in which the packages contained liquor, but should 
have contained something else?—I remember one case in Calgary. I found a cargo, 
which was said to be a cargo of four per cent beer, but instead of being four per cent 
beer it was principally br andy. 

35535, What action did you take in that case ?—I seized $1,700 worth of liquor. 
We found also that very strong liquor came in under the term of four per cent beer or 
as ginger. 

35536. Speaking of ginger, did you find that other liquors were in the bottles 
instead of ginger beer or other temperance drinks /—Yes. 

35537. Have you any knowledge of the consumption of pain-killer and eau de 
Cologne !—I have seen lots of it. I have seen men take a bottle of essence of lemon and 
add a little water to it and drink it. I have also seen cocktails made of pain-killer. 

35538. At Regina we had evidence of red ink being used !—I have never, in my 
experience, found a man drinking red ink. 

35539. Were there any illicit stills in the country !—Yes. 

35540. From what did they manufacture the liquor ?—-From barley and wheat. 

35541. Did they make any from potatoes !—No. 

35542. Or from molasses !—Yes, lots of it, but barley and wheat were used mostly. 

355438. Had you any experience on the southern border !—Yes. 

35544. We have been told that liquor was brought in from the United States /— 
Yes, in immense quantities. 

35545, Do you know anything of the character of the hquor that was brought in ? 
—It was very bad. They would bring it in across the border and “cache” it if the 
could. They would move the liquor during the night perhaps 20 or 30 miles. If they 
arrived at the boundary on the first of the month, they would not probably reach 
Macleod for four or five weeks. 

35546. Were the men who did this people who lived in the Territories or in the 
United States ?—1 think most of them were residents of the Territories. 

35547. Would they take down empty kegs to Fort Macleod, and come back with 
grog !—Yes ; and they would avoid the police, We had some Indian scouts down there, 
who, on several occasions, found liquor and arrested the men bringing it in. 

35548. Were the liquors brought into the country generally spirits ?—It was the 
very strongest liquor that could be got, for of course it could be diluted here. 

35549. It has been stated to the Commission that one reason for the change in the 
law was the quantity of liquor smuggled in from the United States, and it was “thought 
better to increase the number of permits issued ?—I have no means of knowing that. 

35550. Have you any means of knowing whether an earnest desire to exercise a 
wise discretion in granting permits existed on the part of the issuing authorities /— 
I think the parties who granted permits acted as fairly as they could. Ido not think, 
however, that the Lieutenant-Governor was the proper party to grant permits. 

35551. Would you have had an officer in each locality to do so?—The Lieutenant- 
Governor was not the proper one, because if three or four representatives signed a recom- 
mendation for a permit to be granted to some party, the Governor had to comply, for he 
could not get out of it. 
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35552. The people whose suggestions were adopted were supposed to represent the 
public sentiment, I suppose !—Yes, they were supposed to do so. 

35553. What experience have you had as regards the working of the new law /—I 
think the law is a good law, if it is properly carried out. Ido not think it is as strongly 
enforced as it should be. 

35554. In what way do you mean ’—While some of the hotels obey the law strictly, 
I think there are others that evade the law. I think some hotels close the doors at the 
proper time and some of the wholesale places do so; but I also think a great many of 
them do not. The greatest fault of the license law is this, that while under the permit 
system the lowest classes of men could not get liquor, because they could not get any one 
to recommend them for a permit, and therefore it was only by getting it from people 
who sold it illegally that they were able to get it at all, now they are able to get all they 
want, and they will be ready to act as informers in order to obtain half the fines. The 
result is as I have indicated. 

35555. In your experience of the law, did you find much perjury committed by those 
informers !—I think there was a great lack of memory. 

35556. Were they troubled with very bad memories?—Persons who were very 
reliable and trustworthy on other occasions would be weak in their testimony. 

35557. Are there any suggestions you can offer to the Commissioners with a view 
to making the law more workable /—Yes. I think all bartenders and people handling 
liquor should be licensed, as well as the regular licensees. If aman is caught evading 
the law, he should not be allowed to be employed in any other bar or drinking place in 
the country. , 

35558. Do you think that would be a step in the right direction?—Yes. I also 
think all the licensed houses, hotels and bars in the country should have no back 
entrance, but only one entrance, and that the bar should be lighted up during prohibited 
hours. 

35559. You would have bars open to the street?—Yes, and without curtains 
during prohibited hours. 

35560. Those are, no doubt, two very good suggestions.—You would get in this 
way a better class of bartenders, and it would be worth their while to be careful. At 
the present time these men can be employed at one bar and then another. 

35561. Are there no further suggestions you can offer to the Commission ?—No. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 

35562. Do you think the change from the permit system to a license system was 
made at the desire of the people of the North-west Territories /—I think it was the desire 
of the people living in the towns. 

35563. What about the opinion of the people living in the rural districts /—I think 
they cared nothing about it—that is the impression I have always had. 

35564. In your report of 1888 you said :— 

‘“<T consider that the homes of our rural settlers, who, being in the majority, are the class in 
whose prosperity and welfare a Government should be most interested, and the country parts are 
generally and remarkably free from liquor and its effects.” 

And further on you said :— 

“Tn reality these settlers seldom or never get whisky except when they visit the towns, and even 
then the instances are rare in which farmers have been under the influence of liquor ; and although 
public meetings have occasionally been called in the towns, when this law and all connected with its 
enforcement have been deluged with abuse, no meetings have ever been held; to my knowledge, in rural 
places, nor have any resolutions in favour of extended liquor privileges been passed at any country 
meetings.” 

So there was really no agitation in favour of an extension to a license system ?—I 
am still of exactly the same opinion. 

35565. You expressed your opinion as between license, as you observed it in 
Manitoba in the old days, and a measure of prohibition in the North-west Territories, 
and said :— 

‘There can be no comparison between the quantity of liquor then supplied to Indians and the 
quantities they have obtained since that portion of the Province was, as certain people call it, 

, emancipated.” 
—Yes, I still think so. 
TA NS od 
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35566. How would that apply to the North-west Territories ?—I think the Indians 
now get more liquor than they did before: I do not know that they do so here. I am 
making some inquiry into the matter here, but I have reason to believe that they do not 
get more here. About Fort Macleod, more liquor is being sold to Indians than before, 
but this is all being done by the Half-breeds, and I do not know more than one or two 
white men who have been convicted of selling to Indians. 

35567. Taking the three systems that were in operation in the North-west Terri- 
tories, the permit system as it was first administered, the permit system with the four 
per cent beer, and the present license system, which do you think is the best one ?— 
There were very few people in the country when the permit system was established ; 
and of course, if you endeavoured to carry that out now, you could not carry it out as 
effectually. Take it altogether, with the exception of liquor getting to Indians through 
the Half-breeds, I think the license system is away ahead of anything else. 

35568. I think you have said that, from your observation, the license law is not 
carried out very well !—I think it is being fairly well carried ‘out in some places, but 
that depends on the Inspectors, and upon having the right men appointed. If the right 
men get licenses and the law is strictly enforced, I think a license system is best, care 
of course being taken that drunkards do not get liquor. 

35569. If the same conditions had prevailed, and the officials had done their duty, 
would like results have flowed from the enforcement of the prohibitory law, that you 
think will flow from the license system ?—It is difficult to know how to answer that 
question. As chief officer of the force I did all I could, and the officers did all they 
could with the permit system. If the temperance men of the country had really meant 
work and business, they would have given the police a great deal of assistance. My 
experience here, how ever, was that gr reat difficulty was met with in getting evidence, 
and in this the officers were not assisted by the temperance people. There was a want 
of moral courage on the part of people with temperance proclivities. The clergymen 
could have given a great deal more assistance than they furnished ; they did not give 
us much assistance, in fact very little. They wrote in the newspapers in regard to the 
non-enforcement of the law, but when it came to the point, there was very little evidence 
to be got from them. 

35570. Who had the less moral courage, those people, or those interested in the 
liquor trade ?—-Of course, those who were interested in the trade were not supposed to 
have any moral courage on this point; but the temperance people and all the better 
class gave us very little support. They did the talking, but when we wanted facts to 
secure cony ictions, we very seldom got them. 

BD571. Under which of the two systems was there less drunkenness There was 
less drunkenness during the early days, when the permit system was in force and when 
it was difficult to get liquor. In some of the towns there is more drunkenness now than 
before, and in some of the towns less. I think there is more in Regina. In this place, 
although only a short time has elapsed since the license system came into for ce, I think it 
is the most quiet and orderly place I have ever seen. There is only one licensed retail 
place ; but at the same time I have seen men on the back streets taking out bottles from 
a saloon, which was authorized to sell, and giving liquor to Indians. 

35572. So there is illicit sale?—-No, I would not say that; it might have been 
bought at a wholesale place. I do not think there is any illicit sale there now. 

35573. Is it not a fact that the exercise of the permit system destroyed what pro- 
hibition there was in the law ?—I do not think it did. I think the permit system, so 
far as it went and for the time it lasted, had a good effect. 

35574. I find this from the records : that in 188: 3, there were permitted 6,736 gallons, 
and in 1890, 158,690 gallons, a great increase. —Remember that the population had enor- 
mously increased, and “that a very large quantity of that liquor was four per cent beer. 

35575. Take two years that did not include four per cent beer. In 1887, the 
quantity was 3, 165 gallons, in 1889, the quantity was 21,636 ?—There was a very large 
increase in the ‘population. 

35576. Did the population “increase seven times?—-I am not in a position to state ; 
but 1882 and 1883 were two of the very best years for the Territories. The whole 
population increased very largely during those years. 
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35577. Did you notice whether after the introduction of the four per cent beer 
system in 1889, there was a diminution in the quantity of spirits consumed ?—I think 
it was about the same. There must have been a little falling off, and the population 
kept increasing all the time. 

35578. The spirits taken into the country increased at this ratio: in 1887, the quan- 
tity was 21,000 gallons; in 1888, 56,000 gallons, and in 1890, 417,000 ; there was thus 
a steady increase all along the line, and at the same time there was a steady increase of 
beer ?—The population increased, I think, faster than the consumption of spirits. 

35579. Did the population double between 1887 and 1890?—If you take in 1891, 
1 think so. 

35580. The only point I desire to ascertain is this: the introduction of four per 
cent beer was supposed to reduce the quantity of spirits consumed ; but instead of there 
having been a reduction, there appears to have been a steady increase, an increase at 
a greater ratio than before !—I do not think the four per cent beer can be taken as a 
guide, because anybody would as soon drink ginger ale. 

35581. Was it four per cent beer 1_Some of it was, I suppose ; and some came in 
under four per cent permits. 

35582. You spoke of a consignment to a Methodist minister. Would he receive 
that, or would some other person ?—TI think that minister is a strong temperance man, 
and would not receive it ; but it was thought no doubt an easy way of getting it into 
the Territories. 

35582a. So he was not a party to the transaction in any way ?—No. 

35583. They simply used his name ?—Yes. 

35584. Would the minister know that the goods were there to his order /—Proba- 
bly he never knew anything about it. It was “consigned to him, but some man on the 
road would have the liquor dropped off at some place. 

35585, As a matter of fact, did you ever find a minister a party to such transac- 
tions, or were ministers opposed to the whole system of permits ?—I found, of course, that 
the ministers all over were very much opposed to liquor in any form, the whole of 
them. 

35586. Speaking-about pain-killer : did you ever know of people taking to drink 
on pain-killer ?—I said I never knew of red ink being used, but I did know of men 
taking pain-killer cocktails. They had evidently been accustomed to taking cocktails 
in the East, and as they could not get them here in the regular way, and as they must 
have cocktails, they mixed up those compounds, and they were able to make good pick- 
ups for the morning. 

35587. Do you think it well to establish a trade which creates appetites that must 
be gratified by cocktails made of pain-killer !—I think the people who would do it in the 
East are pretty far gone. 

35588. Speaking of the license law: do you believe that the license law will be 
carried out in this country !—Certainly. 

35589. How should it be carried out ?—I would appoint first-class Commissioners 
and Inspectors, who should be outside all politics or any influence of that sort, and any 
licensee caught evading the law should lose his license, and he should be convicted after 
receiving one warning. 

35590. Do you think if the officials had been of a similar character, it would have 
been possible to carry out the prohibitory law?—I think the feeling of the people all 
over is against prohibition. 

35591. How do you arrive at that conclusion !—By the way they acted during the 
permit system ; I judge from what they did. 

35592. You have said that you did not think any resolution was adopted, or any 
steps taken to ask for enlarged liquor facilities. Do you know whether meetings were 
held or any steps taken in a formal way to protest against extended facilities being 
given ?—Outside of the towns, there was very little done. The farmers were not inter- 
ested one way or the other. 

35593. Was a plebiscite wanted ?—I am not aware of it. There was a great deal 
of talk about it. 

Dt 1957: 
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35594. Was there not a petition signed by 3,000 or 4,000 persons in a short time 
asking a plebiscite !—I think it was signed round the town ; I did not hear of the peti- 
tion being carried into the country places. 

35595. Do you think it would have been fair to have taken a plebiscite in the 
country ?—I do not know. I do not think it would do any harm. 

35596. If the plebiscite were taken, do you think there might be a_majority against 
the present leense system /—Lots of people would sign a temperance paper ; any man 
ae go around to the hotels, and even drunkards would sign it. 

35597. Would it mean anything !—Not much. 

35598, If they signed against prohibition, would it mean very much ?—You could 
get more to sign for prohibition than against it. 

35599. It they signed for prohibition, would it mean as much as in the other case ? 
—TI am giving my own opinion from what I have seen. I think lots of people in favour 
of liquor would sign ; a great many of the people who sold illicitly in the old days under 
the permit system woula lend a helping hand, because they would be able to make more 
money than they are making now. Then they were able to get half a dollar where they 
only get ten cents now. ' 

35600. Then you think the licensing of the trade had the result of making liquor 
cheaper /— Yes, it made liquor a great deal cheaper than it was before. Under the per- 
mit system, when a man got a five gallon permit for whisky, his friends would always 
know when it had come, and they would visit him and would stay with the five gallons 
until the liquor had been consumed. Now if a man wants a glass of whisky, he can go 
and get it; formerly a man did not know when he could get another glass, and so he 
would hang round and endeavour to get three or four, one after the other. 

35601. Do you think the permit system was largely a fraud ?—I think it was a 
fraud in some ways. Undoubtedly a large quantity of liquor came in without permit, 
and of course a large number of men could not get liquor then who can obtain it now. 

35602, Will the fact that the opportunities for obtaining liquors are greatly in- 
creased, owing to the trade being legalized, tend to increase the drinking ?—I think it 
will increase the drinking among the lower classes, among the Half-breeds ; but among 
the respectable portion of the community, I do not think it will increase drinking. 

35603, Do you think it will not affect them at all ?—Yes. 


By Judge McDonald : : 


35604. You think the effect of the change in system will be to have more ale con- 
sumed ?—I think there is more ale consumed now. In old days it was hard to get it in, 
partly on account of the freight and partly on account of the diticulties connected with 
the cold weather; and the result was that one day a man could get ale and the next 
could not. Ifa man could not get it every day in the week, and if there was a brewery 
in the country, the consumption would be still greater. 


FRANCIS NORMAN of Prince Albert, Inspector of the North-west Mounted 
Police, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows.:— 


By Judge McDonald : 


35605. Did you come from one of the other provinces to Prince Albert ?—I came 
from Toronto to the North-west. 

35606. What country man are you?—TI am an Irishman, from Dublin. 

35607. How long have you liv ed in the Territories ?—Near ly 19 years, 

35608. At what ‘places have you resided ?—I think I have been every where in 
the North-west Territories, from the North Saskatchewan to the international boundary 
line. 

35609. When you came here first, what system was in force in regard to intoxica- 
ting liquors /—There was a permit system. The duty of issuing permits to bring liquor 
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into the country, in 1887, rested altogether with the Commissioner. The present Judge 
McLeod had authori ity in certain cases to grant permits, in case of sickness. 

359610. You ae e heard the evidence of Col. Herchmer and Superintendent Cotton 4 
—Yes. 

35611. Do you agree with them as to the state of things in the country under the 
permit system ?—In the old days I was stationed almost altogether in the Macleod 
country, and that was the route by which all kinds of pernicious liquor entered the Ter- 
ritories. It was generally brought from Fort Benton on the upper Mississippi. 

35612. You have spoken of the pernicious character of the liquor. Did it profess to 
be pure liquor ?/—It was known by the description of Bourbon liquor. 

35613. Did you ever seize any of it?—Yes, I made lots of seizures. 

35614. In what kind of packages did it come into the country /—In every conceiv- 
able shape, in tins, in glass bottles and in bottles sealed up, which contained three large 
peaches, and these would be put up in the strongest alcohol ; and in fact, the bottle would 
contain about a pint and.a half of alcohol. 

35615. Did it come in consigned as liquor /—No, as fruit. 

35616. Had you reason to beleve that the alcohol was brought in for beverage 
purposes /—Yes ; ‘they were very expensive peaches, for the bottles were $5.00 each. 
Each bottle would contain eight or nine drinks. 

35617. What other modes of concealment were used ?—The forty rod whisky, as 
it was called in those days, was concealed in all kinds of packages ; but the principal 
part came in by cargo, which was the better way of doing things. The distance was 340 
miles from Macleod to Benton, and Macleod was the place of sale. 

35618. Was any brought in concealed in the middle of other packages ?—In one 
case a quantity was brought i in, concealed in barrels of nails. There was a five gallon 
keg in the centre of some ‘barrels, and it came in as a cargo of nails. 

35619. Then some of the barrels would contain all nails and some liquor !—Yes: 
In examining a large number of barrels, it was pretty hard to detect which had lquor 
and which had not, and the people in this way brought it across the line and_ concealed 
it for a time. You had to watch the coulées and river beds and banks and every other 
place. 

35620. Did all these contrivances tend to keep the police on the alert /—Yes. There 
were a large number of Indians there, and they were making preparations for the Black- 
feet Treaty, and 8,000 or 9,000 Indians were gathered together and we had great diffi- 
culty in keeping liquor away from them. 

35621. How long was the boundary on which you had to discharge your duties :— 

We had from Red River to the summit of Chief Mountain, a distance of 940 miles. 

35622. Was that all along the international boundary line ?—Yes. 

35623. Was smuggling taking place at different points ?—Chiefly in the western 
part. 

35624. How long have you been at Prince Albert /—Three and a half years. 

35625. What was your experience here? Was any liquor brought in here under 
the permit system ?—Yes, there was a good deal. 

35626. Did you mae seizures ?— Ma, It was brought in in different ways, sone- 
times consigned in commercial travellers’ cases as samples. We would sometimes find 
that those cases would contain eight or ten gallons of whisky. 

35627. When the cases were opened was the liquor discovered, or was it packed 
underneath ?—The boxes were beautifully fixed. When the cases were opened out 
the kegs would not show ; they were indeed very nicely fixed up. 

35628. What kinds of liquor would be found in them ?—Alcohol, brandy, gin and 
whisky. They came in as commercial travellers’ effects. In Regina they would be 
thrown to the ground, but if there was any danger, they would not be claimed. 

35629. I suppose they were claimed by you 1—We would leave them for a few 
days, and see if any one would endeavour to take them away, but they would generally 
not be claimed. 

35630. Have you had any experience of the use of pain-killer and eau de Cologne 
as a beverage ?—Yes 
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35631. What have you seen in that way ?—They do not go in very much for that 
kind of thing now. In the old days we saw a good deal of it at Fort Pelly. There was 
not very much liquor coming in, for there was great difficulty in getting it there. 
Everything had to come by dog train, but the people got some liquor all the same. The 
Half-breeds made a very good kind of punch, composed of pain-killer, Jamaica ginger, 
strong black tea, and sugar and molasses. They would put this altogether and get very 
drunk on it. I have, however, not seen it used since the license system came into force. 
Tt was rather an expensive drink. 

35632. Of course, it would be very expensive to have liquor brought into the coun- 
try by dog train ?—Yes, and it could, of course, be brought in only in small quantities. 

35633. As the railway came through the country, did you find liquor coming in 
more freely /—Yes, although on the Canadian Pacific Railway, from its construction 
from Manitoba to the mountains, it was not easy to obtain permits to bring in liquor. 
We kept liquor altogether from the working hands, except in two or three cases. Some 
fellows did get liquor, and the results were not more than common assaults. 

35634. Had you any trouble in regard to illicit stills?—I have never seized any 
myself, but some stills were used and eee 

35635. From what substances did they make liquor !—-From barley. 

35636. Yousay you have been here three years /— Yes. 

35637. How have you found the license law work since it came into operation ? 
—The only thing I can say about it is, that there have been fewer convictions since it 
came into force than there were under the permit system. 

35638. Have you seen more drunkenness since?—There have been very few cases. 
I do not come very much into the town, however. I have heard of a few cases among 
the Half-breeds, but there have been very few convictions, and those not for infractions 
of the license law at all. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 
‘ 

35639. Speaking about convictions, to what convictions do you refer /—I refer to 
convictions we formerly had under the permit system. 

35640. Were those convictions on charges of bringing in liquor illegally ?— Yes. 

35641. You could not have such cases now, when it is possible to carry on the 
trade !—Yes, they hold licenses. If any party brought i in liquor in any quantity, however 
small, and did not hold a license, I consider that it ‘would be bringing it in illegally. 

35642. We understand there are two wholesale and one retail license issued here. 
Do you suppose the proprietors bring in as much liquor legally as was brought in betore 
illicitly ?—I do not think so, I think the best detectives in the country are those who 
hold licenses. 

35643, You think they are detectives ?—Yes, for their own benent, 

39644. If they knew that a party was smuggling in liquor here, would they tell the 
authorities /— Yes. 

39645, You think there is no smuggling, however, going on here /—I do not think 
there 1s now. 

35646. Is there any illicit alcohol brought in by wholesale men?—I saw the case 
that Col. Herchmer mentioned. We have had an instance of that here. There are two 
wholesale merchants here, as perhaps you are aware, one the Hudson Bay Company’s 
agent and the other a thoroughly respected firm. Of course, it would not be to their 
interest to carry on an illicit trade. 

35647. I mean men who would sell to parties, who would then peddle it out illi- 
citly —Yes. 

35648. Are you the only man on the watch for illicit sale ?—No, we have a con- 
tinual patrol. 

35649. The same as before ?/—We are even more vigilant than before. 

35650. But you have had no cases of seizure ?—No. We visit all the reserves and 
all the outlying settlers in our district about twice a week. 

35651. Then you are constantly travelling /— Yes, particularly on the reserves. 


35652. So, under license, you think there is less liquor coming into the country 4 


—-I do not say here j is less liquor coming in, for there is more. 
FraNcIS NORMAN. 
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35653. You have not noticed whether there has been more drunkenness !—TI think 
there is less drunkenness, because under the old system I have known 400 or 500 gal- 
lons to come in under permits. So long as the liquor lasted the place was the scene of a 
jamboree. 

35654. What is your opinion of the permit system, from your observation of it ? 
—I never thought much of the permit system. I think it was a bad system, for the 
simple reason that any man in the country could get five or ten gallons and take it right 
into his family. His children and family would see him in a continual state of intoxi- 
cation. Under the present system the man does not get a permit, but he knows where 
he can go and get a glass of whisky without having it brought right before the eyes of 
his family. 

35655. Then you prefer a license system to a permit system !—Yes, it keeps liquor 
out of the houses. I think the license system, if carried out to the full extent, is best. 

35656. Is it well carried out in this district ?—I do not think there are many 
complaints, 

35657. Are there any violations of the license law ?—I do not know of any. 

35658. Then none have occurred +—No. 

35659. Col. Herchmer said the law was violated ?—I do not think he referred to 
this district, considering the very mixed nature of the classes here, for the population is 
more mixed here than in any other district of the North-west Territories. The system is 
working very well now. 

35660. I suppose that under the license system you do not pay attention to the in- 
coming liquor, regarding it as having the right to come in?—Certainly, and we do not 
search trains. 

35661. Of course, it is a legitimate trade now. Do you believe in the prohibition 
of the liquor traffic ?—I do not know how it would work. I have seen the working of 
the Scott Act and do not believe in that. 

35662. Why ?—I have seen it in operation in several places, among others in St. 
Thomas, Ontario, and in Yorkville, outside of Toronto. 

35663. Did you live in those places ?— Yes. 

35664. Then you did not find the Scott Act work very well !—No. 

35665. When was that ?—The last time I was in Toronto was in 1883, nine years 


35666. You observed the Scott Act in Yorkville /—Yes. 

35667. Do you know how long it had been in operation there /—Quite a while. 

35668. Six or eight years }—No ; I have been here as long as that. 

35669. When the Scott Act was in force there !— Yes. 

35670. Were you there a long time during the operation of the Scott Act /—No, 
three or four weeks. 

35671. You think your observation of the law was sufficient to enable you to form 
an opinion ?—Yes ; I saw its effects over and over again. 

35672. Did you see open sale there !—Yes ; I went into one place with a friend and 
had lquor over the bar. 

35673. That was under the Scott Act?—Yes. {f was a stranger there too. I asked 
for strong drink, and the proprietor said he could not give me any, but if I asked for a 
little ginger beer, he would get it for me. 

35674. He gave you ginger beer 1—No, he did not. He said he would give me 
ginger beer, if I asked for it; but instead of doing so, he disappeared down a trap door 

and got some strong drink for me. ; 

35675. Is that the business that is usually carried on at a licensed bar !—They 
generally have a cellar under the bar. 

35676. Is that like a licensed bar !—No. 

35677. Do you think there is anything in the fact that liquor has to be brought 
up through a trap door !—They had to use every means of concealment. 

35678. Did the Scott Act cause them to use such means /—Yes. 


By Judge McDonald : 
35679. You were in St. Thomas, I believe !— Yes. 
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35680. Was liquor sold freely ?7—Yes, you could get all the hquor you wanted. 
By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


35681. When was it ?—In 1886. 

35682. Were you there long /—I was there over one month. 

35683. And your observation was, what ?—That it was a fraud. 

35684. Was that your observation as you studied it, or was it an observation told 
you by some people living there ?—It was my own individual experience. 

35685. That is to say that people when they wanted whisky or some such drink, 
had to ask for it under the name of a temperance drink and they would get what they 
wanted ?—Yes ; so that if he was discovered, he would say. ‘‘ What did you ask me for ( 
and the reply would be, “I asked you for ginger beer.” 

35686. Were you ever brought forward in a case of that kind 7—No. 

35687. You say you were a party to this. If you had been summoned as a witness, 
would you have said that you asked for ginger beer ?—If I had been placed under oath, 
T would have had to say so. 

35688. And that you did not ask for drink ?—I said, “Give me whisky.” He said, 
“Tf you ask for ginger beer, I will think over it.” 

35689. And you would in so answ ering and in giving evidence be telling the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth ?—Yes. 

35690. You consider you would be answering the question after that manner ?— 
The answer would be correct. 


By Judge McDonald : 


35691. What experience have you had in respect to Indians ?—I have had a great 
deal of experience. 

35692. Since the new system has come into force do you consider it has made any 
difference ?—We have had only a single case, one at Duck: Lake, where a Half-breed 
gave some liquor to an Indian woman. 

35693. We understand that Half-breeds are allowed the same privilege as the white 
menin regard to purchasing liquor ?—Yes. I desire to state that there was no collusion 
between the hotel-keeper and myself at Yorkville, in regard to the purchase of liquor. 


SEVERE GAGNON, of Regina, Superintendent of the North-west Mounted 
Police, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 

35694. How long have you resided in the Territories?—I have been here since 
1874, close on 19 years. 

35695. Did you come here in connection with the force ?— Yes. 

35696. What system was in operation in the North-west Territories when the force 
came here ?—The permit system was established. 

35697. Who was Governor then !—The Hon. Mr. Laird. 

35698. And the permit system was continued up to Ist May last ?—Yes. 

35699. Have you lived in different parts of the Territories ?—Yes. I was stationed 
at Edmonton for 10 years, and my next place was Regina. I have visited most of the 
posts: for a few months at a time. 

35700. You have heard the evidence given by other ofticers of the force, I suppose? 
—I dia not hear all of it. 

35701. Did you find difficulty in enforcing the law prohibiting liquor being brought 
into the country /—During the first years I was in the country, there was not much 
liquor brought in where I was, because transportation was very difficult, for everything 
had to be br ought from Winnipeg in carts. 

Francis NORMAN. 
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35702. What distance would it be ?—About 950 miles. Of course the freight 
made everything very expensive. There was a great danger of whisky being turned 
into water before it reached its destination. 

35703. You mean by the men carrying it !—Yes, by the people on the road, who 
would tap the barrels and afterwards put water in its place and make up the quantity. 
For that reason very few permits were asked for at that time. 

35704. Were the carts and horses driven by regular freighters ?—Yes, chiefly by 
Half-breed freighters. 

35705. Then such liquor as would arrive would be very expensive /— Yes. 

39706. In those days, did you ever see other compounds used in place of liquor q 
We have had evidence given regarding the use of a great many compounds and drugs ! 
—TI have seen pain-killer, eau de Cologne, Florida water and everything of that kind in 
which there was alcohol used, and they were drank in the country. 

35707-8. What would happen when liquor came into a community /—If a man got 
in liquor under permit, his friends would gather at his house and the keg would be on 
the table, and they would keep on drinking until the liquor was all consumed. Of 
course after this there was an interval, and then the pain-killer and essences would be 
used. In some cases people would make pain-killer cocktails, but the use of essences as 
a rule came after a liquor spree. 

35709. Did liquor come in under cover ?— Yes. 

35710. Had you any experience on the outer border ?—I was stationed for a very 
short time at Fort Macleod. \ 

35711. Did you seize any liquor brought in?— Yes, and it was very foul stuff. 

35712.-What has been your experience in regard to liquor being brought in con- 
cealed in other packages?—I have seen a good deal of liquor concealed in all sorts of 
ways and a great deal had been destroyed, and I have seen a little brought into Regina 
by express. The ofticers in charge of the station were sometimes a little suspicious and 
would open goods and so forth. They found a keg of whisky in a barrel of salt. They 
took the whisky away and repacked the barrel, and the owner came andclaimedit. He 
had to pay a fine of $500 for express and other charges. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


35713. What was done with the whisky !/—It was destroyed. 

35714. Have large quantities been destroyed ?’—Yes, last year we destroyed 935 
gallons of whisky which was being brought to a merchant at Edmonton. This merchant, 
to my own knowledge, had an agent ats Calgary, and he bought provisions and at the 
same time shipped up liquor. 

35715. So there was a loss of the liquor besides the freight paid 1—Yes. 

35716. Do you think the officers in the discharge of their duties were very watchful 
and zealous in trying to enforce the prohibitory law ? Yes, most of them were; but 
they were very little helped by the people of the country, who would protect the whisky 
traders and smugglers. 

35717. Did you have representations made by the people who wanted the law en- 
forced ?—-Yes, but when we wanted evidence or information we could not get them to 
give it to us. 

35718. So you were hindered in that way ?—Yes, and by the feeling among the 
ee that it was wrong to endeavour to enforce such a law. 

35719. Did you find that the liquor smuggled was the strongest alcohol ?—Yes. I 
have, however, had little experience with the ‘liquor brought in from the United States. 
Almost all the liquor with which I had to do was brought into the country from Win- 
nipeg or from British Columbia, and it was good liquor. 

35720. Since the license law has come into force, have you found that ale has 
been brought in more freely?—There is more ale used in the country. It is easier to 
bring it in now, as it comes by the car load, and is of course not as expensive. 

35721. Why is it in the best interests of the people of the country to encourage 
the use of light wines and ales instead of spirituous liquors ?—TI think if the wines and 
ales were made cheaper, they would be used more, and there would be less drunk- 


enness. 
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35722. Have you had any experience of the working of the license law since you 
came here!—No. I live out of Regina, and I seldom go into the town. 


PETER ROBERTSON, of Prince Albert, Chief Constable and License Inspector, 


on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


35723. Were you appointed Chief of Police by the Municipal Council ?—By the 
town. 

35724. By whom were you appointed License Inspector /—By the town. 

35725. How long have you lived in Prince Albert ?—About nine years. 

35726. Did you come from one of the other provinces ?—I came from Ontario, from 
Middlesex County. 

35727. Have you resided at Prince Albert ever since you came to the Territories ! 
—Yes. 

35728. You have seen, of course, the working of the permit system here /—Yes. 

35729. When you came here, was that system in force !—Yes. | 

35730. Did you find the people a sober and law-abiding community /—Not any 
more than they are at the present time. 

35731. Are they so at the present time?—Yes. They are a law-abiding people ; 
there are, of course, a few drunks. 

35732. I mean as a community /—Yes, as a community. | 

35733, You think you have seen no change /—Very little. ~ 

35734. What are your duties as License Inspector ?—To see that people selling are : 
licensed and that they are carrying out the license law. 

35735. You mean your duties are to watch people who are selling without licenses, 
and to see that those having licenses comply with the requirements of the law ?—Yes. 

35736. How do you find the law observed ?—TI have not had any difficulty since L 
have been ae ees in seeing that it is enforced. 

35737. Have you many cases of drunkenness ?—-Occasionally we have several cases, 
but the Nites are generally Half-breeds. 

35738. Is this room, in which we are now sitting, your lock-up !/—Yes. 

35739. Judging from its appearance, there is not much use for it ?—Not very much; 
occasionally we have a prisoner. Some weeks we have several cases, but during some 
months we have no cases at all. 


35743. Are there any suggestions you could make to the Commission with a view 
to improve the law /—No, I have no suggestions to offer. I think, however, the bar- 
rooms should be limited to one door and that the front door. 

35744. Have you any other suggestions to offer ?—No. 


By Rew. Dr. McLeod : 


35745. Why should drinking places have only one door /—Because at times there 
are parties in after hours; they are liable to go out by a side door, which they could not 
do if there was only the front door. 

35746. If the licensee was determined to observe the law, it could not make any 
difference I suppose whether the place was all doors?—Sometimes they are not. A 
traveller may desire to get some liquor ; in fact he can demand a drink of liquor. 

35747, At any hour 1—Yes. 

35748. Is that the law /—Yes. 


35740. From your experience of the law, which do you think is preferable, the old 
ceo system or the license system /—I pr efer the license system. 

35741. Do you think it is quite practicable to work a license law properly /— Yes. 
35742. Have you found any difficulty ?—No. 

SEVERE GAGNON. 
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35749. Then side doors would not make any difference if he can demand liquor !— 
It would not make any difference in regard to that case. 

35750. Ifa man was determined to observe the law, would it make any difference 
whether there was one door or ten doors !—It would not really make any difference in 
that case. 

35751. But is it a fact that you find every man holding a license determined to sell 
whenever he can, and if he has a side door he will get the people out of the way quietly 
and free from observation !—There is a little in that. Probably you want to go in with 
a friend and you do not wish some one else to see you going in. If there is a side door, 
you can just step in. 

35752. Speaking about the right of a traveller to demand liquor: if a tourist gets 
in here at 10 o’clock on Saturday night, which is after hours, can he go to a hotel and 
demand a drink, and would the licensee have to sell it ?—TI think you can force a licensee 
to give you a drink. 

35753. At any hour !—I think so. 

35754. How long have you been Chief of Police ?—Since 1890. 

35755. Were your duties more or less before the license law came into force !—My 
duties were about the same as they are now. I can say that there is not much difference. 
There are no more drunks now than then. 

35756. Were you employed all the time /—No, I was not. I was employed in the 
evening up to 1892. 

35757. How are you employed now ?—The town prefers to have me employed all 
the time, because I can act as fire guard. That is one of the principal reasons, and 
probably they think there may be more drinking going on under the license system than 
there was under the permit system. 

35758. Did they put on more men ?—My hours are from two in the day up to two 
at night ; I am not on all the time. 

35759. Before that time, were you the only constable /—I was on duty from seven 
until eleven in the evening. 

35760. You have three times as long hours now ?—Yes. 

35761. Has your salary been increased !— Yes. 

35762. You say you are also License Inspector. What do you do as License 
Inspector to see that the law is observed ; do you visit the licensed places /—I visit 
the places twice a month. 

35763. Does the man know when you are coming /—No. 

35764. You have, of course, the right to visit at any time any place licensed !— Yes. 

35765. Do you drop in at 10 or 12 o’clock ?—At any time I see fit. 

35766. Have you ever found the licensee selling after hours !—No. 

35767. Have you ever heard any complaints ?—No complaint has been made to me. 

35768. So far as you can judge, that7is not done?—It has never been brought to 
my notice, 

35769. Have you reason to believe there is any selling at illegal hours /—So far as 
I am aware, there is not. 

35770. Or on Sundays ’—No. 

35771. Did you ever see any drunkenness on Sunday !—Yes, but it was from the 
effect of liquor got on Saturday night. 

35772. You say that you prefer the license law. Why do you think a license system 
preferable ?—One reason is, that under the old permit system it was customary for 
people getting a permit to have their friends join them, and they would drink until they 
drank all the liquor. You would see more drinking then in a week than you will see 
in a month at the present time, because the friends all flocked there as they thought it 
might be the last liquor they would get for some time. 

35773. They drank as long as the liquor held out /— Yes. Now a man can go and 
get a drink when he is disposed to have one. ; 

35774. But you would have a lot of men drinking for one week under the permit 
system, and you have them drinking all the time under the saloon system '~ -When the 
men could not get liquor of course they could not get drunk. 
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35775. But now they can get it every day ?—Yes. Men who were in the habit of 
gettin 1g ea under the permit ‘system, get liquor legally now. 

35776. Is it better that they can get it legally /—Yes. 

35777. Is there more or less drinking now than there was before ?—I cannot say. 

35778. Is it just about the same !—I see very little difference. The arrests up to 
March Ist, were not more numerous than they were under the permit system. 


By Judge McDonald: 


35779. You have spoken of the increased hours and the increase of salary. Of 
course your duties have increased ’—Yes. 

35780. You are also Fire Inspector as well as License Inspector !—Yes. 
35781. The duties of all those offices are included in the duties discharged by you ? 
—Yes. There has been an increase of salary, but there has also been an increase of 
work. 

35782. You have not found any increase of labour caused by reason of there being 
more drunkenness ?—I cannot say that I have found any more trouble under the present 
system*than I did under the old system. 


JOHN L. REED, of Prince Albert, Dominion Land Surveyor, on being duly 


sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


35783. Are you Chairman of the Board of License Commissioners here ’-— Yes, for 
district number 10. 

35784. Does that include Prince Albert ?—Yes. 

35785. How long have you resided in the North-west Territories ?—Nearly 21 
years. 

35786. Has Prince Albert been your place of residence ?—Not all the time. I came 
here in 1877. 

35787. Where were you before that !--In Winnipeg. 

35788. Did you come from one of the other provinces !—From Ontario, 

35789. What County ’—The County of Durham. 

35790. Was the license law in force when you left there ?—It was at that time. I 
left my family there, and went backwards and forwards for two or three years, during 
which time the Scott Act came into force there. 

35791. Did you see anything of the working of it /—Yes, 

35792. It came into force in 1886, I believe ? ?— About that time. 

39793. What can you say about the working of it ?—It was a failure as a total 
abstinence law. 

35794. Prohibition was not enforced /—Quite so. 

35795. In the North-west Territories you have seen the working of a prohibitory 
law, and since May Ist, of a license system: which is preferable 7—A license system by 
all odds. 

35796. Were you present when the officers of the Mounted Police gave their 
evidence ?—~ Yes. 

35797. Do you endorse their statements as to liquor being smuggled into the coun- 
try 7—I know it was smuggled in. 

35798. Of what bhatacter was the liquor ?—The liquor generally smuggled in was 
the very worst description of spirits. 

35799. That is what we have been told ?—I am only speaking from hearsay as to 
that. 

35800. We have been told that the liquor brought in during those times was of 
the very strongest description so as to occupy the smallest bulk ? —Yes, the stronger the 
spirits, the better. 

Perer ROBERTSON. 
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35801. Have you ever been along the southern border ?—No. I have never seen 
anything in regard to the liquor business down there. 

35802. Do you know anything in regard to the use of eau de Cologne and pain- 
killer /—I have seen them used here. 

35803. From your experience of the prohibitory law, do you think it is practicable 
to enforce a general prohibitory law !—No. 

35804, Speaking of a prohibitory law, I am speaking of what is called commonly 
national prohibition, a law for the total prohibition for the whole of Canada of the 
manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes /—I do 
not think it is at all practicable. 

35805. In case such a law were passed, would you deem it right that brewers and 
distillers should receive compensation for their buildings and plant ace would be 
rendered useless /—Most decidedly. 

35806. You have had experience of the license law since it came io both as an 
official and as a citizen. Do you think it has worked satisfactorily ?—Yes, so far as I 
can Jnege at present. Of course it has only been in force a short time. 

35807. Taking the fact that it has come in as a new system, and that it has given 
the people a freedom they did not possess before, did you observe that there was more 
drinking during the first “few months than there has been latterly, and that the people 
have settled down and become accustomed to the new law Everybody expected that 
there would be more liquor used; of course it is only an opinion I give in regard to 
everybody. 

35808. Ave there any suggestions you can make to the Commission as to amend- 
ments to the law so as to make it more workable !—I do not know of any. Some 
suggestions were made to the Commission by the License Commissioners at Regina, but 
at present, I do not know of any. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


35809. By whom are the License Commissioners appointed /—By the Executive in 
Regina. 

35810. What are their duties /—They are to be found in the Ordinance for granting 
licenses. 

35811. Upon what conditions !—I think the Ordinance lays down that for a certain 
population a certain number of licenses may be granted. 

35812. Is there no provision that the community can remain without a license, or 
must there be licenses granted whether the community want them or not /—I thinks 
there is some provision by which they can protest against licenses being granted. 

35813. We understand that you have issued only one license for the town ?—Yes. 

35814. You are Commissioner for a wider area than the town ?—Yes. There is one 
retail license issued at Duck Lake and one wholesale license issued at Batoche. 

35815. Does your district include Saskatoon !/—Yes. 

35816. Is there much drunkenness throughout the district /—I think there is very 
little. 

35817. Do you think that absence of drunkenness will be likely to continue if the 
license system is continued ’—I think so. We will be able to enforce and carry out the 
law, because there is a better understanding about it. 

35818. What steps will be taken to enforce the license law !—The Inspectors have 
been instructed to enforce it, and I think, in fact I know, the Mounted Police have 
taken steps to enforce it. 

35819. Is there more than one Inspector ?—There are two for the district. 

35820. Are they supposed to visit places that are licensed !—Yes ; but as the 
Ordinance at present, stands, only once a year. 

35821. Do you think they will be able to exercise any kind of supervision when 
they only visit once a year /—Not much. 

35822. So the observance of the law will be at the pleasure of the people holding 
licenses ?—That will be the case, but the Mounted Police have a right to act, or ina 
town like this a constable acts. 

35823. Do you think a general prohibitory law is practicable !—T do not think it is. 
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324. In the Territories or anywhere else /— Not anywhere. 

$25. Why ?—Because it is impracticable to carry out such a law. 
26 

5827. 


What makes it impossible to carry out such a law ?—Human nature. 

You think that human nature is such that it would be impossible to carry 
out oh a law ?—You might as well tell a man or a number of men not to serve the 
Almighty in a particular way. 

35828. You think it is a matter of principle /—Yes. 

35829. You think worship and the drink trade are to be put in the same category ? 
—I do exactly ; you are interfering with the liberty of the subject in one way as much as 
in the other. 

35830. Do you think there is an interference with any number of people by the 
establishment of the drink trade 7—No, I do not think so. I do not, however, want to 
enter into any argument. 

35831. You have said that the prohibition of the drink trade would be an inter- 
ference with individual rights, with the rights of the people. There are certain people 
who say that the drink trade, as established, interferes with their rights and with their 
lives, in that itis a constant danger to them and to the community. Is that true ?—I 
do not think it is. 

35832. You think they are mistaken !—Yes. 

35833. And, therefore, their views should not be considered ?—They have the 
privilege of appealing from that decision. 

35834. But they contend that the trade is a constant menace to the young ?—I do 
not think it is. 

35835. And they would like to have it put away, delegalized. Do you think their 
views ought not to be considered ?—I did not say that. 

35836. Are you opposed to prohibition on account of its alleged impracticability ? 
—I am not opposed to it on principle. 

35837. Are you opposed to the prohibition in the license law, for there is some 
prohibition 1 in it? How do you mean? I do not understand. 

35838. There are certain provisions in the license law which prohibit a man selling 
after prohibited hours ?—Yes. 

35839. Why do you approve of that prohibition and object to prohibition of a 
larger kind, on principle ?—Because that would be likely to disturb the peace. 

35840. That is, that the larger prohibition would lead to disturbances of the peace, 
but the smaller would not ?—That is an argument, or it is leading into an argument, 
and I do not care to answer that question. I am perfectly willing to answer questions 
that lead up to information, but that is an argument and will lead to a controversy. 

35841. Will you kindly tell the Commissioners the information on which you base 
your belief that prohibition is impracticable ?— Because I do not think you can possibly 
enforce it. 

35842. That is not information. Upon what facts do you base that opinion ?— 
Because we saw the results under the old permit system. It was tried to be carried 
out, and it was found impossible to carry it out. 

35843. That suggests the question: Was it prohibition or permission /—It was 
both. 

39844. Which was it ?—It was permission. 

35845. You judge prohibition by a system of permission ?—I look on the question 
in this way : ae must have a certain quantity of stimulants. The information given 
by the Judge, about Maine, shows that it is so. 


5 


35846. The Judge thought he was not able to base an opinion on his information ? 


—Still he said he was able to get drink there. 
35847. But he would not say that the Maine law was a failure, because he was 


able to get drink in Portland /—He did not say that. 
by Judge McDonald : 


35848. Speaking of the question of total prohibition and the prohibition that is 
contained in the license law, that is, prohibiting sale during certain hours and on Sun- 
Joun L. Reep. 
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day, and so on, do you not find that the bulk of public sentiment is in favour of the 
latter prohibition ?—Yes, I think so. 

35849. Having the sentiment of the whole community in favour of these pro- 
visions, there is no difficulty in carrying them out ?—Not at all. 

35850. In regard to the question of interference with the people who are injured 
by the drink habit, and on that ground preventing their obtaining drink, take a case of 
this kind: We have had it in evidence, in one place where there were 200 men employed 
in a manufacturing establishment, that 199 were sober, some of them being total abstain- 
ers and some moderate drinkers, but there was one drunkard. The question is, whether 
the right measure to adopt is to deprive the 199 men who use liquor in moderation, or 
do not use it at all, from obtaining it, or to take that one man and put him away from 
liquor. What answer would you give to such a question as that ?—The man should be 
put away most decidedly, for I do not see why others should be called upon to sacrifice 
themselves. 

35851. In these Territories you have not many drunkards of course, but in other 
parts of the country they are to be found. These men are constantly appearing before 
the police courts, and are sent to jail for short terms, and on being released follow the 
same course again. Would you consider it better that they should be confined in some 
institution for a time with a view to their reformation, or at all events for the purpose 
of keeping them away from temptation, or would you continue the present system ?—I 
do not see why 199 should sacrifice themselves for one man. Und ubtedly he should 
be shut up for a time. I should like to say this with regar d to total abstainers, that I 
know they have done a lot of good, but they should not try to force their views on other 
people, especially when it is forcing them down our throats. We do not try to force our 
views down their throats. 

35852. Do you find the influence of the churches and temperance societies has 
been beneficial ?—It is doing a great deal of good, no doubt. I know that from my 
experience in Toronto. I know that 20 or 30 years ago, in that Province, nothing 
important could be done without there being some drinking connected with it. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 
) 


35853. Do you think the proportion is one drunkard out of a hundred drinkers /— 
I do not ; I do not suppose there is one. 

35854. Not one man out of a hundred of those who take liquor drinks to excess 7 
—Certainly not. 

35855, Has your observation been quite wide?—No, I have not given that point 
much consideration, 


By Judge McDonald : 


35856. Do you believe, taking the people who use ales and wines and spirituous 
liquors, some one and some the other, that there is a proportion of 1 in 200 or 500 ?—I 
do not think so. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod - 


35857. Is there 1 in 1,000 ?— op there might be. 

35858. Do you think fhe is | in 2,000 ?—Yes. 

35859. Do you think that public opinion is in favour of licensing the drink tre ade ? 
—WSo far as I know, public opinion in the North-west Territories is in favour of license. 

35860. How do you arrive at that conclusion ?—The last election most decidedly 
settled that question, 

35861. Was the election run on the ground of license versus prohibition ?—It was 
one & the questions up. People considered it a decided improvement on the old system, 
which was spoken against everywhere. 

35862. We had it in evidence from two of the witnesses that it was not an issue at 
all at the last election ?—It was one of the chief issues. 

35863. Then it was not the chief issue ?—It was one of the issues. They tried to 
keep it back as much as they could. 
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35864. Have you had any experience of a license law elsewhere than here and over 
a oe period than the few months it has been in force here ?—Yes. 
35865. Did you have any experience of the license law east before you came here 
—Yes. 


35866. Did you notice how it was observed ?—-I noticed that there was a great deal 
more drinking in Port Hope under the Scott Act than there was under license. 

35867. Than when the people were prohibited from using it /—Drunkenness was 
more noticeable. 


Rey. W. M. ROCHESTER, of Prince Albert, on being duly sworn, deposed as 


follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


' 
35868. Of what Church are you a minister /—Of the Presbyterian Church. 
35869. How long have you resided in the North-west Territories /—Scarcely two 
years. 
. 35870. How long have you been in Prince Albert /—AlIl that time. 
35871. Did you come here from one of the other provinces !—From Ontario, Ottawa 


35872. Was the license law in force there /—Yes. 

35873. Have you had any experience of the working of a prohibitory law in any 
other country except the North-west Territories ?—I have had very little experience. 

35874. Where?—-When I came from Ottawa I came from the County of Carleton. 

35875. The Scott Act was in force there for three years !—Yes. F 

35876. Did you see anything of its operation ?—I understood that so far as the 
suburbs were concerned it was an absolute failure, on account of the proximity to the 
city. 

35877. [presume the people would go into the city and obtain what liquor they 
wanted ?—TI presume so. 

35878. When you came here the permit system was in force ?—Yes. I had experi- 
ence in a slight degree in another county, in Stormont ; not much, however. 

35879. Where?—In the County of Cornwall, near Woodlands. I had an oppor- 
tunity of comparing the condition of affairs there under the license system with that 
_ prevailing during my brief sojourn there under the Scott Act. I obtained the opinion of 

the jailor “of Cornwall as to the beneficial results of the Act whilst it was being enforced, 
as it was at the time of which I am speaking. 

35880. Were you at Cornwall at the time the Act was again voted on and when it 
was repealed !—No. 

35881. You noticed no doubt by the public journals that the Act was repealed in 
Stormont ?—TI do not remember it. 

35882. The permit system was in force when you came here first, and since May Ist 
a feeenes law has been in force ?—Yes. 

35883. How did you find the permit system work /—My experience has, of course, 
been very limited, but I noticed that there was considerable drunkenness among the 
men. 

35884. Do you know where the liquor was obtained ?—I had my own suspicions 
about it. 

35885. Have you found matters improve since the license law has been in 
force ?—TI think, so far as my observation goes, there has been more drunkenness. ~ 

35886, Have you called the attention of the Chief of Police to that ?—No. 

35887. He said that he had found no more drunkenness than previously ?— Yes, he 
said so. 

35888. Do you approve of the license law /--No, 

Joun L. REEp. 
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35889. Are you opposed to it ?—I am. 

35890. And I suppose you are in favour of prohibition /—Yes. 

35891. Do you think it wrong to license the traffic!—I think it wrong to license 
the traffic. 

35892. Of course, you consider prohibition advisable. Have you had sufficient 
experience to know whether it would be practicable to enforce a general prohibitory 
law, prohibiting the manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for 
beverage purposes /—We have had no experience of national prohibition. 

35893. Judging from the difficulty you had here in carrying out the law, what is 
your opinion ?—I could not base my calculations on that. 

_ 35894. Have you arrived at any conclusion? Do you think it would be enforced ? 
—Yes. 

35895. In all parts of Canada ?— Yes. 

35896. Have you studied the question ?—Somewhat. 

35897. Let us consider the question in regard to the Maritime Provinces. Have 
you ever been there !—No. 

35898. There is a long sea coast and Prince Edward Island is entirely surrounded 
by the ocean ; then there is the Gulf of St. Lawrence extending into Quebec. Do you 
think you would be able to stop smuggling there and prevent liquor being brought into 
the country /—It is not necessary to answer that question, because I have not con- 
sidered it. 

35899. We will now come nearer home. You have heard to-day the evidence of 
the Mounted Police officers as to what they attempted to do on the border line of the 
North-west Territories between that country and the United States, and the results. 
Can you make any suggestions to the Commissioners, or propose any plan that would be 
more effective in preventing smuggling /—No. 

35900, Did you hear the evidence of the officers as to the fact of the people using 
pain-killer and eau de Cologne if they could not get anything else ?— Yes. 

35901. Was there not vigilance exercised !—The Police have been largely success- 
ful in keeping out liquor. 

~ 35902. You think that incessant vigilance would keep liquor out /—Yes. 

35903. Did you hear the evidence to-day about liquor being brought in in Bibles 
made of tin and also brought in in packages of sugar and rice ?—Yes. 

35904. Do you think it would be possible to keep out liquor if the population 
increased and the consumption of those articles increased : would it be possible to inspect 
them all ?—Yes, I think so. 

35905. Do you think it feasible /—Yes. 

35906. Do you think in the event of the passage of a prohibitory law, brewers and 
distillers should receive compensation for their loss of buildings and plant?’—No, I see 
no reason why they should be compensated. 

35907. We had the evidence of a clergyman in Brandon, who thought that in the 
event of such a law being enacted, remuneration should also be made to those engaged 
in the retail trade for the balance of the licensed period. What do you think of that 
proposition ?—It is a matter to which I have given no consideration ; but looking at it 
generally, I see no reason why they should not be granted compensation. 

35908. Have you considered the question of the treatment of the persistent 
drunkard ?— Yes. 

35909. Do you think it would be better to retain the present system, or have hin 
removed to some institution with a view to his reformation ?—I think they should be 
placed in an asylum for inebriates. . 

35910. Can you suggest any better plan !/—I would suggest taking immediate action 
with respect to the man himself and then taking what steps the law might put in my 
power to protect him, and I would still use all my influence in favour of prohibition. | 

35911. What steps would you take in regard to the man himself !—Moral suasion, 

35912. I refer to legal steps ?—I would take advantage of every prohibitory clause 
in the license law. 

35913. You would hope to succeed in that ?—If there are protective clauses in the 
license law I should say they were not put there for nothing. 
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35914. Taking your recollection of the influence of the churches and temperance 
societies and the education of the people, have you found them to be good ?—Yes, most 
decidedly. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


35915. What influence will the license system have on the young men of the com- 
munity ?—Greater opportunities for indulging in liquors. 

35916. Do you regard law as an educator !—It has that effect. 

35917. What will be the educational effect of the lcense law on the young men ? 
—They will take it for granted that what is legalized by law is all right. 

35918. On the other hand, do you think the prohibition of the traffic, even though 
that prohibition be evaded, is an educator on the minds of the young people ?— Yes. 

35919. Even if there were frequent violations of a prohibitory law, you think that 
the effect of the drink being delegalized would have its effect on the rising generation ? 
—Yes, I am sure of it. 

35920. Speaking of the Scott Act, was your experience such as to enable you to 
form an opinion as to whether it had a good effect or not !—I think so. 

35921. I understand you to say that although the license law has only been in force 
here for a few months, so far as you could judge there was more drinking than pre- 
viously !— Yes. 

35922. Are there any influences at work in this community that prevent the condi- 
tion of things being worse, and if so, what are they /—The influence of our churches, 
the work of our temperance societies and organizations and the general educational 
influences in operation in this community. All these influences have been decidedly 
felt in the community. 

35923. Do you think the existence of licensed taverns and wholesale establishments 
in the town contribute to the effectiveness of the moral and religious influences which 
are in operation here !—No, they militate against them. 

35924. So you think that under the old system with no licenses, even though the 
law was violated, the influences, moral and religious, would be more effective than they 
can be now ?—Yes, I think so. 

35925. Speaking about moral and religious influences, it would seem a little strange 
that they did not express themselves in any form of protest against the change toa 
license law in the Territories 7—I am not in a position to say much about that, because 
T had not been here a long time and did not take any interest in’ what was going on in 
the political world. Some slight action was taken by the temperance people of which I 
am aware, and so far as I am able to understand the nature of the political campaign 
this question was kept out of the issue. I think it is the general impression of the tem- 
perance people in this community that prohibition versus license was not an issue at the 
last election, and, therefore, the license law is chargeable with the crystallization of the 
sentiment in this community. 

35926. You did not understand that the contestants went before the people and 
the people gave their representatives a mandate to enact the law ?—No. 

35927. You have said that there has been more drunkenness observable under the 
license law. Have there been more arrests for drunkenness and disorders that grow 
out of drinking since the license law came into force?—I am under the impression, in 
fact I feel pretty sure that there have been more arrests under the license system. In 
connection with that, I should like to consult the official records of arrests in order to 
ascertain definitely the facts. 

35928, Would the Town Clerk have those records !—The Town Clerk or the Chief 
of Police. 

35929. How long have these cells been in this room in which we are sitting ?— 
Since we vacated this place as a church. 

35930. How long ago ?—It is pretty near one year since we vacated this building, 
at any rate six months ago. 

35931. Were those cells put in immediately ?—I think shortly after we left. 

35932. Were they put in before the license law came into force ?—After the license 
law, as far as my memory goes. 


Rey. W. M. RocueEster. 
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35933. Were they made immediately after it went into effect ?—I think so. 

35934. Where was the lock-up previous to that ?—I could scarcely tell you. 

35935. Of course there were arrests made, and there would have to be a lock-up I 
suppose /—There was a lock-up at the Court-house and the guard-room at the barracks. 

35936. But you think there have been more arrests for drunkenness and for dis- 
orders connected with drunkenness since the license law came in than before ?—That is 
my impression. 


By Judge McDonald : 


35937. To what do you attribute the recent action of the Legislature in passing a 
license law? Is it not a fact that this Legislature, fresh from the people, passed such a 
jaw ?—Unless the individual legislators were personally interested. I do not know that 
I have ever given it very much serious thought. 

35938. Can you account for this enactment in view of what you have said as to the 
temperance sentiment prevailing, and which I understood you to say’prevails through- 
out the whole constituency. Do you mean that the people elected representatives who 
went to the Legislature and misrepresented the feelings of the people in the constituen- 
cies and passed a license law !—The representatives certainly misrepresented the people 
with respect to temperance. 

35939. You think they misrepresent the sentiment of the people generally ?—I 
cannot speak generally, but only from my own observation as an individual. 

35940. Did you:hear the statements made here to-day by men of large experience 
in regard to enforcing the permit law, and who dwelt upon the lack of sentiment in the 
country backing up the enforcement of the law ?—Yes. 

35941. Who has the better opportunities to form an opinion of the sentiment of 
the people—the Commissioner and the staff, who are going about the country continu- 
ously engaged in discovering offenders and discharging their duties, or you, with all 
respect for you as a minister, going about and labouring in this particular section /—I do 
not flatter myself that I represent the temperance sentiment with which I might be 
familiar, but I think there are men who are likely to take more correct views than the 
officers of the police. 

35942. The question I asked you was, who would have the better opportunity of 
judging and ascertaining the general sentiment of the people of the North-west Terri- 
tories—those officers at all the stations or yourself, with your two years’ residence in 
this particular part of the country /—You did not ask myself personally. 

35943. I ask you this question. We have had the officers of the Mounted Police 
before this Commission, speaking what they believed to be the sentiment of the com- 
munity on this question, and they have pointed out the difficulties under which they 
have laboured in endeavouring to enforce the law, and they have spokenof thestrong senti- 
ment prevailing in the Territories in favour of the men who were engaged in this trattic, 
What I ask is, whether those officers would be better able to judge the sentiment of the 
people of the North-west Territories than you, who have been here for two years !—So 
far as my observation goes, the officers of the law based their opinions and conclusions 
on——what ? 

35944. Task you this question: who has had the better opportunity of judging, 
the officers or you? Ido not ask you on what they base that opinion, but I ask you, 
who has the better opportunity of forming a fair estimate of the public sentiment 
throughout the country—the officers of the force, who for 16 or 17 years have been 
going about the country endeavouring to enforce the law, or you, with your residence 
here of two years as a minister of the gospel 7—So far as representative experience goes, 
I should say the officers of the law. 

35945. You say you do not think the men who favour prohibition should be called 
upon to suggest how it is to be carried out. Do you make that answer advisedly ?—I 
said I did not feelit my duty to suggest methods. 

35946. Why do you not consider it your duty to suggest methods? If you and 
others are desirious of changing the present system, should you not be willing to suggest 
methods to show how the new system that you propose to carry out will work? In the 

21—204** 


8 ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC. 


presentation of any plan proposed to be substituted for another, the people must have 
some idea as to how it should be carried out !—Yes. 

35947. You would not propose to put this before the country as an abstract propo- 
sition, I suppose /—I am not very conversant with these matters. So far as the license 
system is concerned, our representatives did not put it before their constituencies, they 
went before the Legislature with it, in the dark. 

35948. There was no vote taken directly on prohibition, I believe !—The license 
system was not presented or submitted to the people. 

35949. Is it not a fact that people who are in favour of license claim that public 
sentiment is in favour of the enforcement of such a law ?—As legislators they did that. 

35950. You have spoken of the Scott Act having been brought into contempt on 
account of non-enforcement, and for that reason it was repealed in Carleton /—I did 
not specify any County. 

35951, Not in regard to Carleton, where it was repealed /—I cannot answer. 

35952. In what County did you mean it was repealed 1—The statement I made, so 
far as I can remember, was this: that at the time when certain counties occupied my 
attention, my conclusion was that the Act was brought into contempt by non-enforce- 
ment. 

35953. Name one County !—I cannot name any of them; I am simply giving a 
summary of my conclusions. It is possible to arrive at a conclusion without remembering 
the data from which that conclusion was derived. 


WILLIAM VALLEAU MACLISE, of Prince Albert, advocate, on being duly 


sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


35954. How long have you resided in Prince Albert ?—Eleven years. 

35955. How long have you been in the North-west Territories /—The same time. 

35956. From what County did you come?!—I came from the County of Northum- 
berland, Ontario. 

35957. J suppose a license law was in force there ?—Yes. Until I came to the 
North-west Territories, | never tasted liquor in any shape. 

35958. Have you had experience of a prohibitory law anywhere else /—No. 

35959. So your experience has been here !—Yes, what experience I have had. I 
have watched very carefully the drinking customs of the people, and from my observation 
I think there is less drinking per capita than at any time since I came to the Territories. 
I refer to drinking to excess. 

35960. roe you watched the operation of the license law ?— Yes. 

35961. Since it has come into force do you think there has been increased drun- 
kenness !—No. When I first came here, all the drinking done, speaking generally, was 
done to excess ; men would get in 4, 5 or 7 gallon kegs of liquor and drink it all at a 
sitting. Ifa person like myself refused to take it, it seemed to have almost the same 
effect as slapping a man on the face would have. That was followed by illicit places 
being established here. I have seen as many as five or six, and I know at one time 
there were seven here. That number also represented the illicit stills that were running 
here at the time. I do not know the amount of trade done, but taking one man who 
may be said to be a fair representative of the rest, he told me while I was defending him 
once for an infringement of the law that he has made as high as $100 a day from sales. I 
was engaged both i in prosecuting and defending those parties. 

35962. What has been your experience in regard to evidence given before the 
courts !—There is a most injurious law in this country, that if the evidence of the 
prosecutor or the informer should convict, he obtains one-half of the fine, which would 


be $100 or $200, and therefore he has an interest in the case to that extent. I do not 
Rev. W. M. Rocuester. 


t 
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think I found more than one man who made a practice of running such charges whose 
evidence I could believe, and several such men have come before me in miys-bime: so 
have proved cases by them and disproved cases by them, according as I was engaged 
to defend or prosecute. There was an attempt made to have the law changed, but the 
temperance people in the country opposed it strongly. 

35963. From what you have seen, do you think a prohibitory law could be success- 
fully enforced, a law prohibiting the manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating 
liquors for beverage purposes !—No, I do not think so. When I came here first very 
few permits were given, and the people did not do much drinking. A great many people 
came here (of course I do not know what their habits were before), who did not drink. 
Afterwards people began to use liquor more freely and substitutes were used at the time, 
home brewed ale they called it. It was something almost as strong as whisky, I understand, 
and made in the country, and other substitutes for liquor such as were named to-day. 
There were used bay-rum, hair restoratives and such things. I remember some people 
drinking from a bottle labelled “hair restorative,” and the formula given was tincture ' 
of cantharides and lead. I forget what it is called. These extracts would sometimes 
be drank as a drink itself, but ordinarily they were taken after a spree. 

35964. They were sought I presume after all the liquor had been used up ?—Yes. 
The effect of using these compounds during the last six or seven years has been such 
that several men have died, their deaths being due directly to the use of those liquors. 

35965. Have you known anything of “the kind of compounds used since the 
lieense law has come into force /—Since the license law has come into force a great 
change has taken place. A number of men, who were in the habit of taking liquor, have 
stopped drinking; in fact, a large number of men have for some inexplicable reason 
stopped drinking entirely. My own impression is that they drank to excess before for 
the reason that men are apt to take what is forbidden them. <A great many were 
determined to consume liquor because it was forbidden. I do not agree in the opinion 
expressed to-day that the cessation from drinking has been due to moral and religious 
influences on the community. I believe it is because liquor is now sold openly in a legal 
way. There is only one place here where liquor is sold, and I do not go there to drink. 
In fact, I do not take a drink more than once in three or six months, but I have gone 
to that place on business once a while, and I have found very little liquor sold. I have 
seen 3 or 4 places running in this town with twice as much sale going on under prohibi- 
tion as there is now under license and open sale. 

35966. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, would you deem it 
right that brewers and distillers should receive remuneration for their plant and 
machinery rendered useless !—That would depend altogether on the conditions on 
which they entered into the business. If they were given to understand that a prohi- 
bitory law might be passed and thcse rights taken away from them, then I do not think 
they should be remunerated ; but if not, then I think they should receive some com- 
pensation. 

35967. It has been stated that laws have been passed to compel them to put in 
certain machinery for the manufacture of liquor, those orders being issued by a depart- 
ment of the Government !/—I am not familiar with those facts. 

35968. Moreover, the distillers are required to keep their liquor for a certain length 
of time for purposes of rectification I am not sufficiently familiar with the subject to 
speak on that point. 

35969. So it would, in your opinion, depend on eircumstances surrounding the 
trade as to whether distillers and brewers were entit'ed to remuneration or not? 
—Yes. 

35970. Do you know anything of the use of light wines and ales /—I know the use 
of four per cent beer had a very bad effect in this country. For example: The liquor 

was sold here and called cider. It was the vilest trash that was ever invented or com- 
pounded, and the man who bought it had been only a year or so in the country. After 
drinking some of the stuff, he was arrested for attempted murder. He was charged 
afterwards with a lighter offence and was fined. He lived in the country for a year or two 
afterwards, and his “behavi iour, both before and after the case to which I have referred, 
was fair, and he was a very re espectable citizen. I attribute that incident entirely to 
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the liquor he drank. Had he merely drank beer or light wine he would have been 
drinking all the time, but he was cured by that experience, 
35971. Can you "suggest to the Commission any amendments that would make the 

ee more workable 1—The only suggestion I can offer is that greater care should be 
taken in issuing licenses in country “places. I do not refer to any particular district or 
place, but the places established for sale of liquor under the eyes of the Indians should 
be well looked after, more so than at present. 

35972. Do you mean as to the character of the man to whom the license is issued ? 
Yes. The trade cannot be surrounded by too many restrictions, and it would be safer 
to issue no licenses at all in some districts. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


35973. You think the restrictions are right /—Yes, certainly, and I believe certain 
restrictions of the law here are right. 

35974. Are the restrictions sufficient ; are they ali your judgment would suggest, 
or would you add to them?—I would rather refer you to those who are more familiar 
with such matters, the Mounted Police. I have heard some of their evidence given here 
to-day, and I certainly endorse what they have said. 

35975. You have said that there is less drinking per capita since the coming into 
operation of the license law than there was before in the North-west Territories /—Since 
I have been here. 

35976. How long is that ?—Eleven and a half years. 

35977. Have you observed pretty closely how the license law has been carried out 
since it came into operation in May !—Yes, here, but I have not been much in the 
country. 

35978. You mean here in the town!—Yes. But I have been in some country 
places where they are selling, and from all I saw I do not think any abuses have taken 
place, with the exception of the case of which I spoke, and in regard to which very 
careful restrictions should be exercised. 

35979. You refer to sales in the vicinity of Indians or the native inhabitants of 
the country /— Yes. 

35980. You consider en are particularly injurious to them ?—Yes. 

35981. Do you agree with the statement made by Mr. Reed, the Indian Commis- 
sioner, and other officials, that extra precautions have had to be taken, and require to 
be continued, because of the licensing of the sale of drink in the neighbourhood of 
Indians and others ?— Yes. 

35982. Do you think the drink trade is not as dangerous to white men as to 
Indians ?—Quite so. 

35983. Under the permit system was liquor kept away effectually from the Indians ? 
—TI fancy it was. 

35984. But it was not kept away as well from the whites /—No, I could not say it 
was kept away entirely. My knowledge of the drinking is merely from hearsay, but I 


co} 
think it is magnified here as much as dow n east, if not a great deal more. 


35985. Tt would seem, then, that prohibition was a beneht to the Indians in that it 
kept liquor away from them, but that the licensing of the traffic is a benefit to the 
whites, because under license they would not drink as much as under prohibition ?—I 
would not put it that way. 

35986. Is that a summary of what you have stated. Have there been as many con- 
victions since the License Act came into force as before ?—I do not think there has been 
any difference. 

35987, Speaking about prohibition, so-called, was it prohibition or permission, 
taking the Territories as a whole /—You pala not prevent a man drinking if he wanted 
$0: 3 it was permission to drink by permit, and it was either a feast or a famine. 

35988. So the whites in regard to drinking are like the Indians in regard to their 

rations /— Yes. 

35989. You spoke of illicit places and manufacture ?—Yes, I was told that there 
was seven places at one time ; that was in the winter of 1886-87. 

WILLIAM VALLEAU MACLISE. 2 
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35990. Did you know of that, or did you only hear of it ?—I saw two of them. 
_ 35991. You believe there were seven here ?/—Yes. 

35992. Was it. bad to have them here !—Yes. 

35993. Did you inform the authorities /—No. 

35994. What classes of people got their liquor from those places ; were they people 
who drank pain-killer and such preparations !—Yes ; some people would drink anything. 

35995. I understand you have known drinking pepple come into the Territories in 
order to get away from liquor /— Yes. 

35996. You do not attribute the change that has taken place—tor the better you 
think—due at all to the religions and temperance influences at work in the country 7— 
Not at all; they may have had some effect. I think that since men can now drink 
legally all the liquor they want, they do not care so much to obtain it, and that has 
oceasioned the change. 

35997. So it would not be well for the temperance societies and churches to con- 
tinue their work and their reforms ’—Temperance societies are doing a great deal of 
good, but it is a fact that they are only assisting in a small way. I cannot concede to 
them the marvellous change in the drinking habits that has taken place here this 
summer ; I do not believe it is due to them. 

35998. Do you attribute that to the license system /—I attribute it in a way to the 
legalization of the traffic—it is almost phenomenal. 

35999. You think it is incrediblet—Yes. I know that two or three have given 
up drinking, and they do not belong to temperance societies or to any church. 

36000. You spoke of some man dying here from the bad effect of the liquor brought 
in under permit or smuggled in !—From the excessive use of deleterious liquor. 

36001. Did you ever know of people dying from effects of liquor obtained from 
people who were licensed /—Yes. 

36002. So the death was not attributable to license or non license, but to the 
liquor ?—It was only attributable in that case to the bad effect of the liquor ; the 
extraordinary number of cases here was due to that cause. 


JOHN W. BETTS, M.A.L., of Prince Albert, merchant, on being duly sworn 
deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


36003. I understand you are one of the representatives for this district in the 
Legislature of the North-west Territories !—Yes. 

36004. How long have you resided in the Territories !—15 years. 

36004a, Have you resided all that time in Prince Albert !—Yes. 

36005. Did you come originally from Ontario !—Yes. 

36006. From what County /—From the County of Leeds. 

36007. When you lived there, was there a license law in force /—Yes. There were 
a few of the counties of the province under the Scott Act. I remember at Lennox or 
Napanee or Picton they had the Dunkin Act in force before I left. 

36008. Then your only experience of prohibition is what you have seen in the 
Territories !—Yes. 

36009. During your residence here I suppose the permit system was in force up to 
May last 1—Yes. ' 

36010. Since then the license law has been in operation /— Yes. 

36011. Are you able to express an opinion as to the working of the present system ? 
—Of course I was strongly opposed to the permit system. I believe the results were 
not at all satisfactory, and no person could be directly charged with the fault. I am 
satisfied in my own mind that the license law is a benefit from my experience of it in 
other places. 
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36012. Of course it would not be proper that any body suck as this Commission 
should inquire into the personal motives of any member of the Legislature, but will you 
tell us this: how did the vote stand in the Assembly in regard to the passing of the 
license law ?—I am not just able to say. 1 think, speaking from memory, that, with 
the exception of three or four, every member of the Assembly was in favour of a license 
law. The only difference was as to the line the law should take. There were some who 
believed in a prohibitory law and some were in favour of free traffic. The stand I took 
was for high license and a very strict license law. 

36013. Has the Legislature passed a law which contains very thorough provisions 
for its enforcement !—For the first law enacted it was not bad. During the last session of 
the Assembly several amendments were passed, which gave greater powers to the district 
Commissioners and Inspectors to enforce the law. Of course it was an oversight that 
these provisions were not inserted in the Bill before. 

36014. From your experience of the license law, do you consider it preferable to 
the old system !—Yes, very much so. 

36015. Is that your observation as a citizen 1—Yes. 

36016. Will not the present system destroy the temperance feeling !—I do not 
think so ; I think it is steadily growing throughout the country. The licensing of the 
traftic together with the moral influences that will be brought to bear, and especially 
improved education, will undoubtedly be the means of considerably reducing the con- 
sumption of liquor. 

36017. It is your experience that some people when an article is prohibited are 
very apt to use it /—Yes, I think that is very often the case. I never had a desire for 
a glass of alcoholic liquor until I came to this country. I never drank to excess in my 
life and I never had any desire, but when I came here and found I could not get it, then 
I would go round the corner as quickly as any fellow and take a horn, 

36018. As a citizen of this country you hope that this law will be enforced and will 
be a success /—I believe it will prove a success until such time as this Commission can 
report favourably in favour of a Dominion prohibitory law. 

36019. Do you not find that the prohibitory clauses of this license law, the clauses 
that prohibit sale on Sunday and during certain hours in the other days of the week, 
commend themselves to the sentiment of the community ’—I think so. 

36020. Do you think there is such a weight of sentiment in favour of total prohi- 
bition as there is in favour of those prohibitory clauses of the license law ?—I find the 
strong sentiment of the people in the country is in favour of a stringent license law. 

36021. Taking your experience and the consideration you have given to those 
matters, can you hope for the successful enforcement of a law that has not the general 
bulk of ‘public sentiment at its back ?—-No, that is the reason why the permit ‘system 
failed—it had not the support of the people. 

36022. You no doubt heard what the police officers had to say about the difficulties 
they experienced in regard to people bringing in liquor. They said that their main 
difficulty was due to the fact that the strong sentiment of the people was unhappily 
not behind them, assisting them to carry out the law ?—It is very difficult no doubt to 
secure conviction in many cases, and this was generally owing to the fact that the peo- 
ple’s sympathies were rather with the men who violated the law. 

36023. We have heard that violations were in favour with the people of the com- 
munity ?—Yes, no doubt of it. 

36024. Have you considered the question of granting compensation to brewers and 
distillers in the event of the passing of a general prohibitory law, a law prohibiting the 
manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes ?—My 
own opinion is that they should be remunerated. They have been compelled by law to 
put in certain machinery, and the law having compelled them to do this, they should be 
compensated for their loss. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


36025, Will you state briefly what are the benefits of the license law as you have 
observed them ?—TI claim that so far as my observation has gone that there is less drink- 
ing and less drunkenness under the license system. 


Joun W. Betts. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES. 313 


36026. Some witnesses have testified that there seems to be an increase ?—I am 
only expressing my own opinion. Of course the Commission will have the Magistrate’s 
reports of convictions. 

36027. Will those reports show the facts ?—It would hardly be fair to compare the 
two systems until the next session, which will be next January. The record of last year 
under the permit system and the Magistrate’s report tell very heavily against the morality 
of the people. 

36028. Was the question of license law or prohibition the chief issue at the last 
general election /—I cannot say. I ran as a stringent license law man and in favour of 
a law similar to local option. One of my opponents ran as a prohibitionist. 

36029. Was he defeated ?— Yes, he only polled 41 votes. 

36030. Was it because he was a prohibitionist?—It would not be fair to say that. 

36031. You would not say that that was the issue /—No. 

36032. Two of the witnesses have said that it was not an issue ; others have stated 
that that issue was forced on the constituencies more or less in certain places but it was 
scarcely one of the issues before the country ?—So far as my district is concerned that is 
a fair way of putting it. I tried to make it an issue, but I was not altogether success- 
ful, and very many temperance people voted for me although they knew I was a license 
man. I suppose, however, they felt, as I felt, that a license law would be better than 
the permit system. 

36033. You consider they were of that opinion /—I have no doubt about it. 

36034. You think the feeling of the people was against the late system ?—Yes. 

36035. Was it againstthe permit system oragainst prohibition?—A gainst prohibition, 

36036. They did not like the prohibition. To which of the two systems had they 
the greater objection ?—I was simply saying that the strong objection of the people was 
to prohibition. 

36037. What reason led you to that conclusion?—We are naturally independent 
people here and did not feel very much the influences of the Dominion Government, 
and we consider that we have as many intelligent constituencies as are to be found in 
any other province. I consider the License Act of the Territories is sufficient evidence that 
we grasped the responsible position we occupied in legislating on the question of liquor. 

36038. Do you think it would have been well to have appealed directly to the peo- 
ple to have ascertained their will on this question ?— You mean in the way of a plebiscite? 

36039. Yes?—I do not think it would have been well. I claim that the people 
must educate themselves on these questions and thus be enabled to select proper repre- 
sentatives. I do not believe in holding an election on every question on which it is 
supposed that a law must be passed. 

36040. Do you think it would have been well to have had the question tested at 
the polls and representatives selected with special reference to it !—I think it would 
have been as well. \ 

36041. I understand that, in your opinion, under the license law the lquor trade 
will be better secured ?—Yes, I think so. 

36042. Was there non-enforcement under the old system, or, in other words, viola- 
tions of the permit system /—There was really very little enforcement about it. You 
had the right under that system of obtaining a permit to import hquor for your own 
use, and if you secured a permit, you brought it in. e 

36043. Then the system came by and by to be one permitting the importation 
generally of four per cent beer for sale ?—I think that lessened consumption of strong 
liquor, although I was never of the opinion that it was a wise step to take. I may say, 
however, that it did lessen the consumption of strong liquor. 

36044. Do you think a measure of prohibition such as was had here, with permits 
‘included, may be regarded as a test of the reliability of prohibition’—Yes. Ido not, 
however, believe in local prohibitory laws. 

36045. Do you believe in a national prohibitory law /—Yes ; I believe it is possible 
to carry out such a law. oe 

36046. Do you believe that it would be possible to carry out a national prohibitory 
law 1—I do. 
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36047. Of course you believe that if there was enforcement of such a law, it would 
be beneficial ?—I believe it would be beneficial to the country. 


By Judge McDonald : 


36048. How do you propose to enforce general prohibition ; or have you considered 
the question at all !—No, I have not considered it at all. I think the Government should 
consider the question. 

36049. The officers of the Mounted Police have spoken of the large quantities of 
liquor smuggled into the Territories from the United States and have testified that they 
found it impossible to keep such liquor out. Taking the vast extent of this country from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific and the coast line of this Dominion, I ask whether you have 
ever considered seriously the question of keeping liquor out of this country /—If it would 
be a benefit to the country, keep it out, let the expense be what it may. 

36050. In order to carry such a law and enforce it successfully, would you need a 
preponderance of sentiment in favour of it !—Do you mean a preponderance of sentiment 
to enforce the law ? 

36051. Do you think the preponderance of sentiment in favour of such a law is so 
great as would enable you to enforce it !—Yes, my opinion is based on the assumption 
that there is in the Dominion of Canada a strong sentiment in favour of prohibition. 

36052. If that sentiment exists, you think it should be crystallized into an Act of 
Parliament /—The Government should not hesitate to enact such a law and find means 
to enforce it. 

36053. What means would you suggest in the North-west Territory other than 
those you have had ?—If liquor is not manufactured in the country the difficulty of 
affording protection against smuggling would not be so great as now. 

36054. What other difficulty applies near the boundary !—The difficulty of private 
distillation is one that has had to be fought in the old country, and some means should 
be brought to bear here as well as there. 

36055. I suppose you have considered practically the details /—No. 


THOMAS McKAY, M.L.A., of Prince Albert, farmer, on being duly sworn, 
deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


36056. I understand you are a member of the Legislative Assembly of the North- 
west Territories /—Yes ; I ama representative of Cumberland. 

36057. Were you a member of the last Legislature /—No. 

36058. How long have you lived in the Territories ?—I was born in the Territories 
and have lived here ever since. 

36059. Before the permit system came into force what system was in force with 
regard to the sale of liquor /—There was free trade in the country. 

36060. Then there was no license law in force ?—No; not at all events in the 
North-west Territories. 

36061. Were there no regulations under the Hudson Bay Company ?—The Com- 
pany did not regulate it. The Indians came in large parties and stayed around the 
forts often for a year, and endeavoured to get all the liquor they could. After that the 
Indians would go to the hunting grounds. 

36062. Among the white people was there free sale /— Yes. 

36063. Were there places where liquor was sold /—The aes A would not sell to 
those who made a bad use of it. 

36064. I believe the Hudson Bay Company stopped the sale of liquor in 1865. How 
did the people*get liquor after that /—By traders. 

Joun W. Berts. 
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36065. What kind of liquor was sold /—Good, bad and indifferent, a good deal of 
the poorer qualities. 

36066. Was there not a liquor called the Company’s rum ?—Hudson Bay rum. 

36067. Were the people in those days sober people /—Yes ; there was not a great 
deal of drunkenness. 

36068. After the Territories came under the control of Canada, we understand 
liquor could be had under permit !—The liquor had to be got from the Company’s stores, 
and it took a long time to obtain it. The Company’s officers could only make a trip 
once a year to get a supply, and the supply would not last a year. 

36069. What class of people were selling at that time, were they pedlars /—Yes. 

36070. They would peddle other goods, I suppose, as well as liquor /—Yes, but 
some had. liquor only—those in this part of the Territories. All along here and near 
York Factory they dealt in liquor exclusively. 

36071. Then we understand the permit system came into force. Did you see the 
working of it /—Yes. 

36072. Did you find it work satisfactorily !—No, not very. 

36073. Did you hear the evidence of the Mounted Police given before the Commis- 
sion to-day !—No. 

36074. Then you do not know the extent of the difficulties with which they had to 
contend in regard to the smuggling of liquor into the Territories?—I do not know of 
them, but I was in the country before them and have seen the matter for myself. 

36075. Do you refer to the smuggling !—Yes. 

36076. Latterly of coursesmuggling increased, and the permit system becameafailure. 
It has been suggested that the increased issue of permits was owing to the quantity of 
smuggled liquor that came from the United States and that it was thought better to 
increase the quantity of liquor brought in under permit and have it of a better class ; 
and that as people came into the Territories they objected to the law because they had 
always been accustomed to having all the liquor they wanted.—The people were not 
accustomed to have liquor inthe Territories. 

36077. So it was really an arrangement to meet the popular demand ?—Yes. 

36078. We understand that the North-west Legislature at its last session passed a 
license law. Have you observed its working since it came into force /—-Not very much. 

36079. Have you observed the operation of the law, and in your opinion does it 
work very well !—Yes. 

36080. Are there any suggestions you can offer to the Commission with respect to 
amendments of the law +—No, not so far as the North-west Act is concerned ; we have 
made what amendments are considered necessary. 

36081. Have you considered the question of granting remuneration to brewers and 
distillers in case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, for their plant and 
machinery rendergd useless /—I have never given that question any consideration, except 
in a general way. 

36082. You have had no licenses here, I understand?—I believe all legalized 
brewers should receive compensation, but I have never gone into that question. 


\ \ 
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JAMES P. A. STULL, of Prince Albert, teacher and Clerk of the Municipality, 


on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :-— 


By Judge McDonald : 


36083, How long have you lived in the North-west Territories —I have lived here 
ince July, 1885. 

36084. Have you lived any where else in the Territories besides Prince Albert !—No. 

36085. Did you come here from Ontario ?—I came here direct from Manitoba, but 
from Ontario formerly. 

36086. From what county did you come ?—From Wellington. 

36087. How long is it since you left Ontario ?—10} years. 

36088. In those days was there a license law in force /—Yes. 

36089. Have you had any experience of a prohibitory law anywhere else than in 
the Territories /—No. . 

36090. What has been your experience as to the success of the law as it was 
carried out ?—It was not a success as it was worked. 

36091. That was under the permit system ’— Yes. 

36092. Have you observed the operation of the license law since it come into force ? 
—Yes. 

36093. How have you found it work ?—It is worse than the permit system. 

36094. In what way ?—In regard to drinking. There have been more fines under this 
system than before. 

36095. Do you mean within a corresponding length of time ?— Yes. 

36096. Have you the record made up to show that?—There were two persons 
fined in 1889 for drunkenness, one in 1890, there were four persons fined in 1891 and 
one in 1892 prior to the lst of May, and there have been fifteen since. 

36097. Does the town receive a revenue under the license law !—The town receives 
the fines. 

36098. Does the town receive any proportion of the license fees /— Yes, they receive 
fees for licenses for the hotel and wholesale establishments, $175 for each license, 
making $525. 

36099. Have not all the persons who have been fined been what are called repeaters ? 
—J think one or two were. 

36100. Have you anything to do with the inspection of licenses !—No. 

36101. Has the general order of the community been affected by the change in the 
law ?—I think it has been very much. 

36102. Is that according to your observation ?— Yes. 

36103. Have you considered the question of prohibition ?— Yes. 

36104. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, would you favour 
the granting of compensation to brewers and. distillers for loss of plant and machinery ? 
—_No, unless the distillers and brewers would also place against it the loss occasioned to 
hundreds of families by drink. 

36105. You would have the accounts balanced, I suppose /—Yes. 

36106. You desire to consider both sides ?—Yes. 

36107. And, as the balance shows, so you would have the demand met ?— Yes. 

36108. Taking the license system as you have found it and seen it in operation, 
have you any Dmenciante to suggest !—No, and I am not in favour of a license law. 


By Rew. Dr. McLeod : 


36109. I think you said that the order of the town had been affected by the enact- 
ment of the license law !—Yes, by drinking. 

36110. You think disorders have increased /—Yes. I think, however, that so far 
as the townspeople themselves are concerned, there has been a great change of late 
years ; agreat many of the people belong to the Royal Templars and are against the 
licensing of the drinking trade in the town. As regards people outside of the town, I 
may say that I have known people come here who were not in the habit of taking liquor 
previously, but who now take two or three glasses, 

James P. A. STULL. 


— 
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By Judge McDonald : 


36111. Was the trouble with those who came in from outside /—Yes. 
36112. Were they white men or Half-breeds ?—Some of them were Half-breeds. 
36113. Were there any full Indians ?—No, I think they were all Half-breeds. 


VENERABLE ARCHDEACON McKAY, of Prince Albert, Clerk in Holy Orders 


and Archdeacon of Saskatchewan, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald : 


36114. How long have you resided here ?—I was born in the North-west Terri- 
tories. . 

36115. How long have you resided in Prince Albert ?—Since 1887. I came here 
six years previously and was then here for two years. 

36116. Then you have seen the working of the permit system in the North-west 
Territories. Did you notice whether it had the effect of prohibiting the use of strong 
drinks as beverages /—To a certain extent. My experience has been chiefly with the 
Indians, and my work has been chiefly among them. The system certainly kept liquor 
from the Indians. 

36117. Have you seen anything of the operation of the new law since it came into 
force /—I have been among the Indians a good deal. 

36118. Do you know whether the Indians obtain more liquor now than they did 
under the old system /—I have not seen any instances, and have not received any reli- 
able information with respect to their getting liquor. The only reliable information I 
have come across was about their getting liquor or getting liquor brought to them. I 
was for a few weeks among the Indians on a reserve. An Indian in whom I have great 
confidence told me that liquor had been brought on that reserve. The liquor had been 
brought there by men who were traders, and there was a lot of drinking going on. 

36119. Asa citizen of Prince Albert, have you noticed any change in the habits of 
the people since the new law came into force !—I am not very much in the town and I 
cannot speak from my own observation as to the change generally, but I can say this, 
that I have seen more drunkenness since the license law came into force than I ever saw 
before within the same time during my visits to Prince Albert. I am here occasionally 
on business. I repeat that I have seen more drunkenness on the streets than I ever 
saw before. 

36120. Did you see under the permit system, men and their friends obtaining liquor 
under a permit and sitting down together and drinking until the whole quantity was 
consumed ?—TI have not seen that, but no doubt that statement is quite correct. 

36121. Have you had any opportunity of forming an opinion of the character of 
the liquor that came in during the time that law was enforced !—Only from hearsay. I 
am a total abstainer and never taste liquor ; but I have heard statements to that effect. 

_ 36122. Did you hear statements as to the foul compounds used?—Yes. I have 
heard statements that a great deal of very poor liquor was brought in, but my impres- 
sion was that the poor liquor brought in was generally smuggled liquor, while the liquor 
brought in under permit was as good liquor as is usually sold. . 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


36123, What is your view about prohibition /—My view about prohibition is, that 
it would be a very good thing, if it could be enforced. . 

36124. Do you think it could be enforced /—I am afraid it would be a very diffi- 
cult matter in a country like this. I think if every effort was made, if as good efforts 
were made as are made to enforce other laws, a prohibitory law could be enforced. 

36125. Do you think national prohibition would be a good thing ?—Yes, I do, if 
the moral sentiment of the country was in favour of it. A prohibitory law could not 
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be carried out unless that was the case. Undoubtedly prohibition would be a good 
thing, if it could be carried out. 


top) 
By Judge McDonald : 


36126. You have the voice of the people speaking through their representatives in 
the Legislature that enacted this law which has been in force in the North-west Territo- 
ries a number of years !_Yes. 

36127. I understand you did not find it a success, and it could not be enforced ?— 
You mean the permit system. 


36129. Do you think it would have been successful if there had been more public 
sentiment in favour of it : would you not require to have such weight of public sentiment 
as would make it clear that the law must be observed /—TI should certainly judge that 
the success of a prohibitory law must depend on the amount, so to speak, of public 
sentiment at the back of it. 

36130. It is found in regard to the license law that the prohibitory clauses forbid- 
ding sale on Sundays and in certain hours on week days, commend themselves to the 
whole community /— Yes. 

36131. So if the officials look after the observance of the law, they can secure its 
proper enforcement, for nobody would object to its enforcement. Have you considered 
that question in connection with the subject of prohibition. Do you not think that 
you would have to obtain such a weight of sentiment in fayour of prohibition as would 
lead to the practical enforcement of it!?—Yes, I should judge so. , A prohibitory law 
would be more or less successfully carried out according to the amount of public senti- 
ment in its favour. 

36132. We must take the country from ocean to ocean. Suppose we had the 
Maritime Provinces strongly in favour of prohibition, Quebec against it, Ontario unde- 
cided, Manitoba strongly in favour and British Columbia strongly against it, would 
you hope to secure its success in those sections opposed to prohibition, or to enforce it 
as strictly as you would hope to do in this province where public opinion was strongly 
in its favour ?—It would be more likely to be observed if there was prohibition all over 
the Dominion than if there was prohibition in one section of the country. 

36133. Would you not find it more easy to enforce prohibition in this province 
where the sentiment is strongly in its favour than in those provinces where public sen- 
timent was strongly against it /—Undoubtedly. But I would consider it would be easier 
to enforce it in those provinces where the sentiment was against it if there was a general 
prohibitory law for the whole Dominion, because I quite agree with what I heard one 
of the witnesses say, I think it was Mr. Betts, that the feeling of a good many people 
in the Territories was that they were restricted in regard to “the sale of liquor, which 
was allowed in other places, and they rebelled against being treated differently from 
their neighbours. 

36134. That sentiment led, of course, to non observance of the law ?—I think so, 
to a certain extent at least. 

36135, In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, would you favour 
the granting of compensation to brewers and distillers for their loss of plant /—Excep- 
tional cases “would no doubt demand exceptional treatment, but looking at the question 
from a general standpoint, I should not think they were entitled to any remuneration. 
If they could show that exceptional expenses had been incurred by them, that would 
undoubtedly cali for consideration. 


VENERABLE ARCHDEACON McKay. 
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PETER ROBERTSON, of Prince Albert, Chief of Police, recalled. 
By Rev. Dr. McLeod : tay 


36136. Have you the records of the arrests ?—I have the record of arrests since 
the license system came into force. 

36137. Have you the record of arrests previously ?—Yes. 

36138. Will you furnish the Commission with such a statement ?—The statement 
is as follows :— 


Statement of arrests made in the Town of Prince Albert, N.W.T., between the Ist 
of May and the Ist of November, 1892. 


Drunk and. disorderly... ..... 4.62... AE dene SEAT cca nea as i 27 
HAUPCOMG CICLO OF CPIVEING.2 we cee Eaten 4 ogee ace cs es Bee os 4 
Pollo lionor without, licemsemmantaes efor a. cy ohh. cise’, 2 

Moma ls DETOSUS:. gi rcic een eee ee ooh Su) se a Od 33 


ANDREW WESTWOOD, of Prince Albert, hotel clerk, on being duly sworn, 
deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


36139. What is your business or occupation ?—I am Clerk of the Queen’s Hotel 
here. 

36140. How long have you resided in the North-west Territories ?—About 18 years. 

36141. Did you come here from one of the other provinces ‘—From the old country, 
from Scotland. 

36142. To what point in the Territories did you come first ?—I first joined the 
North-west Mounted Police. 

36143. Where did you join that force ?—At London, Ontario. 

36144. In what portion of the North-west Territories were you stationed ?—All 
over. At Macleod, Calgary, Edmonton, Wood Mountain, and at every point all over 
the country, principally near the boundary. 

36145. Of course you had some experience in the working of the permit system ?— 
Yes. . 

36146. It was part of your duty, I suppose, to look after the enforcement of the 
law ’—Yes, in those days permits were given by the police officers. 

36147. What were the requisites of the persons to whom permits were issued ?— 
They could get liquor easily. 

36148, For what quantities were permits given !—They were given io from two to 
ten gallons in those days. 

"36149. From what point was the liquor brought /—Principally from the other side 
of the line, mainly from Fort Benton, on the American side. 

36150. What was the character of the liquor that came in !—It was alcohol prin- 
cipally. 

36151. Was it of pad quality ’—I could not say it was very good ; in my opinion 
it was very poor stuff, that would make a man sick after dr inking it. 

36152. Had -you any experience of liquor smuggling !—Yes ; large quantities were 
smuggled in in those days. 

"36153. In what shape !—In all kinds of shapes. 

36154. Please state in what kind of packages ?—It was done up the same as canned 
fruit, with labels on the cans. 

36155. Was it sealed up 1—Yes, fiat the same as canned fruit. After the railway 
came in, I have seen it shipped in tin boxes made to represent Holy Bibles. . 
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36156. Was it brought in in any other form on the trains /—I have seen it shipped. 
as bottles of fruit and as pickles and preserves. 

36157. Did you ever find it in any other packages /—Yes, I have seen it shipped in 
as four per cent beer, and also as sugar and salt. It was brought in in all kinds of 
packages of merchandise. 

36158. We have also had it in evidence that spirituous liquors were brought in as 
temperance beverages. Was that the case /—Yes. 

36159. And also that consignments would be shipped to persons who did not use 
intoxicating liquors /—I have noticed such cases. 

36160. In discharge of your duties did you have to go among the Indians and Half- 
breeds ?—I was among. the Indians a good deal. 

36161. How did you find the system operate as regards them’?—In those days I 
have seen them frequently in a state of intoxication, not from whisky but from essences 
and pain-killer and other compounds. 

36162. Did the Indians use pain-killer /—I have frequently seen people take some 
black tea and half a dozen plugs of tobacco and a few bottles of pain-killer and some 
essences and mix them together and drink the compound hot. It made a kind of toddy. 

36163. What was the effect on the individuals!—They would keep on drinking 
until they dropped out, and they would get half wild. 

36164. Did you ever know of eau de Cologne and hair restoratives being used as 
drinks /—Yes, almost everything has been drunk in the Territories. 

36165. We have had it in evidence at Regina that even red ink was used /—I think’ 
I have seen almost everything used, sweet spirits of nitre, sulphuric ether, Dr. Thomas’s 
oil and almost every liquid that was ever put in bottles. 

36166. Were those liquids used by white men as well as by Indians !—Yes. 

36167. Do you know whether cases of liquor were cached along the border?—No, 
T have never found any. I have found liquor cached near the border; holes would be 
dug out and the liquor put in. I have also found it at the back of stables among manure 
piles. 

36168. So all kinds of liquors were brought in ?—Yes. 

36169. And at this time the permit system was in force, we understand /—Yes. 

36170. When did you leave the police force ?—I left the force at Wood Mountain 
in [888. 

36171. Since that time you have been living in the Territories !— Yes. 

36172. Have you as a citizen observed the operation of the law ?—Yes. 

36173. Did you find liquor sold and used ?— Yes. 

36174. And did you find the people using those compounds ?—Not so much of late 
years. 
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‘ 5. Did you see the four per cent beer in use!—No, I have not seen much of 
that. 
36176. Have you observed the operation of the present license system ?—Yes. 

36177. I understand you are in charge of the hotel that is licensed ?— Yes. 

36178. Who has the license !—Mr. Oram, the proprietor of the house. 

36179. Since May Ist the Territories have been under a license system !/—Yes. 

36180. Have you found any difficulty in preserving good order in the house ? 
—No. 

36181. Have you, as a citizen, considered that there has been an increase of drink- 
ing in the community ?—I do not think so, because in the old days when people got per- 
mits and liquor was brought in illicitly, the people, when drunk, kept out of the way. 

36182. So you think there is more drunkenness observable but no more in reality ? 
—I do not think there is any more. 

36183--4. When the permit system was in force, did you observe that when men got 
permits all their friends would gather and they would drink the liquor when it arrived 
until it was all consumed !—Yes, I joined in that many times myself. 

36185. Does that kind of thing go on now ?—No. Since the license Jaw has come 
into force I do not think I have drank over 50 glasses of liquor. Before that time I 
would be with the boys when liquor was brought in. 

ANDREW WESTWOOD. 
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36186. When you were with the police, did you consider that the force earnestly 
endeavoured to carry out the provisions of the law and stop as far as possible all liquor 
coming into the Territories !—Yes. We had parties out all the time. 

36187. Have you had anything to do with the Indians since the new law came 
into force ?—No. 

36188. Are there many Indians near here ?—There are quite a few across the 
river, 


By kev. Dr. McLeod : 


36189. Were you connected with the hotel before May Ist /—Yes. 

36190, And you sell the liquor /—Yes. 

36191. You are clerk of the hotel, I suppose ?—Yes, and attend to the bar. I am 
in charge of the whole house. 


By Judge McDonald : 


36192-3. Has there been, within your knowledge, sale to Half-breeds since the license 
law /—There are very few Half-breeds here, taking my experience of the house, who buy 
liquor. 

36194. You think compounds were used both by Indians and by Half-breeds /—Yes. 

36195, Did you hear of white men making up those drinks /—Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


36196. Your hotel is the only retail licensed place in the town /—Yes. 

36197. Are the provisions of the license law well observed by you?—I think they 
are. 

36198. That is your belief as manager of the hotel ?— Yes. 

36199. There is no sale after hours or on Sundays /—When I am there, I generally 
close pretty promptly, often, indeed, we close before the regular hour. 


Miss LUCY M. BAKER, of Prince Albert, on being duly sworn, deposed as 
follows :— 

By Judge McDonald : 

36200. What is your occupation?—I have been a missionary teacher for several 
years in connection with the Presbyterian Church. 

36201. What are the duties of your position !—At present I am teaching. We 
have opened a school for the Sioux Indians across the river. It has only lately been 
opened. 

36202. Is it a school for both secular and religious instruction ?—Yes. 

36203. Is it for boys and girls /—Yes. 

36204. How many pupils have you?—About 20 on the roll; there is an average of 
10 or 11. There are several young men who attend when they have no work ; they are 
very much interested, and come to school regularly when they are not working. The 
rest are young children. 

36205. Do you find them quick to learn /—I never taught pupils who were more so. 

36206. How are they as to habits ; are they well behaved ?—They are beginning 
to be so. The young men behave exceedingly well. 

36207. But the children are more difficult to manage, I suppose /—Yes. 

36208. Have you seen any special results as to the working of the liquor law in this 
community ?—I have been here 13 years. 

36209. So the permit system has been in force since you have been here !—Yes. 

36210. How did you find it work /—When I first came here young men were in the 
habit, as some other witnesses have stated, of getting together and drinking liquor that 
had been brought in ; especially as they could not get any more for a while. 

21—21** 
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36211. Did the Indians get liquor !—They have not got it as yet. 

36212. And I suppose they did not get it in those days?—Not to my knowledge. 

36213. You think, I presume, that it is most desirable to keep it away from them ? 
—Yes. Of course I do not know how liquor affects white people particularly, but it has 
a most disastrous effect on Indians. The temperance societies are working together 
now, and they must have the credit of placing this town in a better position than it 
formerly occupied. The permit system was practically prohibition to the Indians. 

36214. Hasthere been up to thistimeany very marked change in the Indians ?—I have 
seen acts done by the Half-breeds that I did not like to see. We have taught Treaty 
Indians who come to school. Until a year and a half ago they never saw people get 
liquor ; but since the license system has come into force I have seen some of those young 
treaty Indians drinking. 

36215. They are full Indians, I suppose ?—I do not know. I spoke to one of them, 
and he said he was a non-Treaty Indian. 

36216. So you are afraid as to the results as regards the Indians of the present 
license system ?—I would be afraid of their associating with the Crees. I heard of some 
going to the Crees’ houses and spending the evening with them. One was a young man 
who came to the school. 

36217. Do they speak English ?—They are learning it. 

36218. Did you come from one of the other Provinces originally /—Yes, from 
Huntingdon, Quebec. 

36219. Have you found that a great change has taken place in the habits of the 
people as compared with former years 1_-Yes. 

36220. Have those changes become more marked every year ?—Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


36221. I understand that you have been engaged 13 years on mission work ? 
--~ Yes. 

36222. In this vicinity /—Yes. 

36223. You have reason to fear from what you have seen since the license system 
has come into force, that the Indians may be led astray?—I have great fear of it. 
During one year and a half before the license system I never met a “drunken Treaty 
Indian or low Half-breed ; but I have met them coming and going since then. I did 
not like their condition. i 

36224. You say that prohibition under the permit system did prohibit /—Yes, so 
far as the Indians were concerned. I think classes of people are getting liquor now 
who did not get it before. 

36225. Have you, as a teacher and having the interests of the community at heart, 
considered the question of prohibition in a wider way than formerly ?—I think I have. 

36226. What is the conclusion at which you have arrived? Is it that prohibition 
would be of advantage to the country at large ?—I think ‘it would be. I believe we 
would be able to influence the minds of the young to favour total abstinence. 

36227. You believe in moral suasion, I suppose ?— Yes. 

36228. Do you believe that your use of moral influences would be greatly aided 
by a prohibitory law ?—I think so, most assuredly. The Treaty Indians cannot, of 
course, buy liquor. Two of those boys who came to school and an Indian got drunk on 
this side of the river. I desired to have one of the young men take me to the place where 
they had obtained the liquor. I told them in Sioux that if it were known who had given 
them the liquor, there would be a severe punishment inflicted, and that they must not 
follow such practices or they would be locked up. The man to whom I spoke understood 
this, and although he was very drunk and could not stand, he said, ‘I am a non-Treaty 
Indian.” 

36228a. Then he could exercise his personal liberty by getting drunk ?—Yes. 

36229. Can any non-Treaty Indian get drink ?—I do not know. He used that 
expression, and said that no person had given it to him. 

36230. As to the Half-breeds, is it not a fact that unless they bring themselves 
within the provisions of the law by becoming Treaty Indians, they can have the same 
Miss Lucy M. Baker. 
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privileges as other citizens !—The Half-breeds will get the liquor and give it to the non- 
Treaty Indians, and the non-Treaty Indians will give it to Indians. 

36231. Under the old system the Half-breeds could not get liquor easily, I suppose ? 
—No, I never saw any of them drunk before. 


THOMAS O. DAVIS, of Prince Albert, merchant, on being duly sworn, deposed 
as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


36232. How long have you resided in Prince Albert ?—12 years. 

36233. Have you resided anywhere else in the Territories than in Prince Albert ?— 
No, but I have resided in Manitoba. 

36234. How long did you reside there —About one year. 

36235, Did you come here from one of the other provinces ?—From the Province of 
Quebec, from Iberville, close to Montreal. 

36236. You have some experience of the working of the permit system in the 
North-west Territories, I presume /—Yes. 

36237. Have you observed the working of the license law since May ?—Yes. 

36238. So far as your experience has gone, taking in the two systems, which in 
your opinion is preferable !—I think the license law is preferable. 

36239. What difficulties were experienced in enforcing the permit system /—There 
was a tendency among the people to drink too much when they did drink. Some one 
would obtain a permit occasionally and he would invite his friends, and when the liquor 
arrived they would sit down with some people who invited themselves, and they would 
drink the whole of it. They would drink too much, and this would have a serious effect 
on people who drank only occasionally. 

36240. Do you refer to liquor that was brought in under permit, or to liquor which 
was smuggled into the Territories /—To liquor that was brought in. 

36241. Of what character was the liquor which was smuggled !—Generally they 
smuggled nothing but alcohol. They used almost anything in the early days. 

36242. Do you know anything about the compounds that were used /—Yes, I have 
seen a great many used: Pain-killer, Bay rum, Florida water, Burdock’s Blood Bitters 
and anything that contained alcohol. I have seen hair restorative used as a beverage. 

36243. Have you seen red ink used as a beverage /—No, but I have seen nitre used. 

36244. How were those compounds made up ?—They were used by men who could 
not obtain anything else. Before the building of the railway there was no communica- 
tion between here and Winnipeg except by carts. The lquor arrived in the spring 
and fall, and when the last carts came in the fall there would be no more come in until 
June or July. The permits came in in the fall and there was a general spree until 
the liquor was finished, and then they would finish off with whatever they could get in 
the shape of drugs. 

36245. How would they do the rest of the season, until the spring arrived !—They 
would have to do without liquor, if there were none of the compounds left. If there were 
any they would mix them up and use them ; indeed some of the men got so accustomed 
to them that they would use them in preference to the liquor. I have known instances 
of that. 

36246. Then in the spring more liquor would come in, I suppose /—Yes. 

36247. After the railway was constructed was there an increased supply of liquor 
under permits /— Yes, there was no lack of it, 

36248. Was that after the main line of the Canadian Pacitic Railway was built ?— 
Yes, we could then obtain it more easily. 

36249. Had you any experience of liquor smuggled in in packages of merchandise 
and in other ways !—I have heard all kinds of stories. 

21— 214** 
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36250. I refer to liquor being contained in packages of sugar and rice and so forth ? 
—Yes. 

36251. Have you noticed whether sale of liquor is going on among the 
Indians /—I have not. I have noticed a few Indians and Half-breeds drinking. 

36252. Taking your experience, do you think it would be practicable to enforce a 
prohibitory law, a law prohibiting the manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicat- 
ing liquor for beverage purposes !—No, I do not think you could enforce it. 

_ 36253. Do you think, in case of such a law being passed, that it would be right 
and just for brewers and distillers to receive remuneration for their loss of plant and 
machinery !—I do. 

36254. Judging from what you have seen of the license law since the Ist of May, 
are there any amendments you could suggest !—No, except curtailing the number of 
licenses granted, for I find in some districts there are too many licenses. 

36255. In this town we understand there are only one hotel license and two shop 
licenses granted ?—Yes. I do not think there are too many in Prince Albert, but there 
are enough. At Batoche there is one licensed place, further up there is another, besides 
two at Duck Lake. This system will have a tendency to make people in the rural dis- 
tricts drink more. Any man may come into town and buy liquor, but if you take an 
isolated liquor store where, according to the license, the licensee must sell only wholesale, 
there is a great tendency to sell by the glass. 

36256. We have been told that the cases of drunkenness that have occurred have 
been mostly among non-residents of the town, visitors who come here. Do you know any- 
thing else on that subject !—I couldnot say exactly, but I think they are principally out- 
siders living in the adjoining country. There does not appear to be an increase amongst 
the people of the town. 


JOHN McTAGGART, of Prince Albert, Agent for Dominion Lands, on being 
duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


36257. How long have you resided here /—Between seven and eight years. 

36258. Where did you reside before coming here ?—I resided in Touchwood in the 
summer of 1884. 

36259. Did you come here from one of the other provinces!—I camehere from Ontario. 

36260. What County !— Victoria. 

36261. Have you noticed the operation of the permit system in the North-west 
Territories !—Yes. 

36262. How did you find it work!—Very unsatisfactorily. Permits were too easily 
obtained. 

36263. Have you ever noticed men getting together with their friends when a 
permit would come in, and drinking until the liquor was all gone?—Yes, I have heard of 
that. 

36264. Have you noticed anything of the working of the license system since Ist 
May last /—Yes. 

36265. How have you found the present law work?—I have noticed more 
drunkenness since that time than before. 

36266. Are you favourable to license or prohibition?—I am in favour of prohibition. 

36267. Are you opposed to license on the ground of expediency, or on the ground 
that it is wrong to license !——I think it is wrong to grant licenses, and it is inexpedient 
as well. 

36268. You think the granting of licenses is wrong in principle ?— Yes. 

36269. And you think prohibition is right in principle /—Yes. 

Tuomas O, Davis. 
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36270. In case of the enactment of a prohibitory law, a law prohibiting the manu- 
facture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes, would you 
favour the granting of compensation to brewers and distillers for loss of plant ?—No. 

36271. Do you know of any business that is prohibited by Act of Parliament as it is 
suggested to prohibit the liquor business !—Sometimes the operation of the tariff causes 
other businesses to become unprofitable and prevents men making money out of them ; 
but in this case they should have studied the point before they entered the business, 

36272. Have you considered the question of the treatment of the habitual drunk- 
ard. There are men who are constantly before the police courts and are sent to prison 
for short terms. It has been suggested that it would be better to send those men to 
inebriate asylums with a view to their reformation, or at all events with the object of 
keeping them away from saloons !/—Yes, provided the drink could not be kept away 
from them. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


36273. As Dominion Lands Agent, what are your duties?—To grant entries for 
land, make sales of land, and so forth. 

36274. So you make sales of Dominion lands !—Yes. 

36275. Within what area have you charge of Dominion lands?—I have charge of 
the Prince Albert District. It extends from the northern boundary of the Saskatche- 

wan east to Range 13 and Range 10 west. 

36276. Your duties, i suppose, bring you into contact with the people a great deal?— 
Yes. 

36277. Do you have to travel much !—No, my business is in the office. 

36278. Then people come to you?—Yes. 

36279. Are you able from your contact with business people to form an opinion as 
to how they regard the drink traffic and what treatment they desire to give it, 
whether they desire a system of permits, license or prohibition ?—I think if the question 
were left to the people, they would rather have prohibition. 

36280. From your observation of the old system and the issue of permits, have you 
reason to believe that whatever dissatisfaction there was with the system was directly 
attributable to the lax administration of the permit system /—Most decidedly. 

36281. The statistics show that the number of permits issued increased remarkably 
of late years, and it would seem that permits were issued indiscriminately of late years. 
Were you able to observe whether that was the case or not /—When I came to the 
country first permits were not so easily obtained as they were subsequently. Governor 
Dewdney was in power at that time, and he seemed to be very unpopular indeed, and 
still no one could say anything against him or point out any particular wrong he had 
done. I could not understand from what his unpopularity arose. I subsequently found 
it arose from the permit system, that some persons were refused permits while others 
were granted them, and this caused dissatisfaction. Later on the restrictions were 
taken away considerably, and as the restrictions were removed Governor Dewdney’s 
popularity increased. I noticed that during the latter part of his term he was very 
popular. 

36282. That would seem to indicate that the people wanted liquor ?—Only those 
who made the most noise. 

36283. You have observed, I suppose, the working of the other systems: the per- 
mit system at first, when some care was exercised in the i issue of permits, and later the 
four per cent beer plan, and since lst May the license system. Placing those three sys- 
tems side by side and looking carefully and thoroughly at their effects, which do you 
think is the best system 1—The permit system. 

36284. As early exercised and administered !—Yes, by all means. 

36285. Was there any attempt made in Prince Albert and in its vicinity to pre- 
vent the change being made ?—No. 

36286. Was no “petition sent !—Not that I am aware of. 

36287. Was no application sent from Prince Albert to have a plebiscite taken on 
this question /—Not that I am aware of. 
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36288. You do not know that the people of Prince Albert made a requisition to 
the Legislature to have an aye and nay vote on the question?—No, the matter was 
brought strongly before the people. The elections came on quickly, almost before the 
temperance people had time to look round them for candidates. I was told that all the 
candidates were rather in favour of license ; so there was no option. 

36289. Do you understand that the enactment of a license law was not in any sense 
an issue at the last election ’—I do not think it was. I was not, however, present here 
during the election. I was in Ontario while the elections were progressing. 

36290. Since the license law came into operation, have there been any complaints 
made by the people here of liquor being obtained by Indians and Half-breeds /—I have 
heard a good deal about the Half-breeds obtaining nore liquor under the license system. 

36291. Has any representation been made to the authorities at Regina ?—There 
has been. 

36292. In a formal way or by individuals /—By a petition. 

39293. Was the petition numerously signed ?—I do not know how many signatures 
there were. 

36294. What did the petition set forth ?—The petition complained of liquor being 
brought across the river to the Indians and Half-breeds, and asked that some steps 
might be taken to prevent that sort of thing being carried on. 

36295. Has there been any reply made to that petition?—Yes, the reply of the 
authorities I understand was— 

JupcE McDON ALD.— Did you see the reply ? 

WITNESS.—I saw the paper. The reply was that the police authorities had the 
matter in hand and would investigate. 


By Kew. Dr. McLeod : 


36296. Has there been any change in the condition of affairs/—It was only 
within the last two or three days. 

36297. But your observation so far as the license system is concerned is, that there 
has been more drinking and drunkenness than previously /— Yes ; I think there has been 
more drunkenness since the license system came into force. 


By Judge McDonald : 


36298. You have worked along with the friends of prohibition in Prince Albert, I 
suppose !— Yes. 

36299. Can you tell me whether they wanted a license law or petitioned for local 
prohibition ?/—No. 


WILLIAM GUNN, of Prince Albert, advocate, on being duly sworn, deposed as 
follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


36300. How long have your resided here /—Going on 12 years. 

36301. Where did you reside before ?—In Manitoba ; I was born there. 

36302. When you came to the North-west Territories, was the permit system in 
force /—Yes. 

36303. Did you see anything of its operation ?—I saw a good deal of its operation. 

36304, Will you kindly state what your observations were /—My impressions were 
that when a person wanted liquor and to go on a spree he would ask for a permit. He 
could get a permit for from 2 to 10 gallons. I suppose, although I never got one, 
that it was at the time when unlimited permits were granted to certain individuals. As 
other witnesses have said to-day, when the permit arrived, John Smith was the friend of 
every man in the place; they gathered around him and stayed with him until there was 
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nothing to stay for. Later on there was a lot of liquor in the country, smuggled and 
otherwise. Large quantities of liquor were brought in under permit. I know that 
as a fact, because I have seen 200 gallons of what we called “ forty-rod,” the worst kind of 
whisky made, on one outfit, and in the sanie cargo I suppose there were 200 gallons 
I did not see. There were lots of cases of that kind where large quantities of 
liquor were smuggled into the country. 

36305-6. How was the liquor packed /—It was in 20 gallon or 10 gallon kegs. It 
was taken up the Canadian Pacific Railway road to Rush Lake and then to the South 
Saskatchewan, 15 or 20 miles, where it was put on flat boats and brought down to 
within 15 miles of here, where it was sold at from $7.50 to $20.00 a gallon. I have also 
seen it brought in in cans labelled apples and as different varieties of canned goods. 

36307. Were the tins sealed }—Yes, the same as canned goods in a store, as they 
appear on the shelves. 

36308. Were pain-killer and other substitutes used, to your knowledge /—Yes, I 
know that from practical éxperience. 

36309. What were used /—Pain-killer and bay rum, a mixture of beef, iron and 
wine, blood bitters and things of that kind. They also used extracts and essences and 
Jamaica rum. It was quite common when I first canie here to meet a man travelling 
round with a number of small bottles in his pocket containing liquids of this kind, and at 
the same time looking around for a friend to have a spree. 

36310. From what you saw, do you think that a general prohibitory law for the 
Dominion could be enforced /—I do not think so. 

36311. I refer to a law prohibiting the manufacture, importation and sale of intoxi- 
cating liquors for beverage purposes. Do you think that if such a law were enacted, it 
would be possible to keep liquor out of the country /—A universal law might possibly be 
enforced, but not a local one. 

36312. A universal law for what?—A universal law for the whole continent of 
America. Ido not think even that could be enforced strictly, because there would be a 
large quantity brought into the United States as well as the Dominion. 

36313. In case of the enactment of such a law, do you think it would be right and 
just that brewers and distillers should be compensated for their loss of plant /—Yes. 

36314. Have you seen the operation of the license law in this town /—I have. 

36315. How have you found it work here?—A great deal more satisfactorily than 
the permit system. I do not think there is nearly as much drunkenness in the town 
now. I have heard some evidence to show that such is not the case, but the reason for 
that might be explained in this way : the constable is on the lookout more sharply for 
drunks, and if he finds a man drunk he runs him in. Formerly it was not uncommon to 
see drunken men, but they were not runin. I have been there myself but I never was 
meddled with by the constable, and that was the case time and time again. So the num- 
ber of fines was no index. 

36316. Do you consider there was more drinking under the old law than now? 
—Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


36317. As you escaped being run in before the license system came into force, have 
~ you been run in since !—No, I have not. I have not drank since. I have been a total 
abstainer since May. 

36318. Is that because there is a license system now ?—Yes, just because I feel it 
is a law we can respect, and one which we helped ourselves toframe. I have a thorough 
contempt for a prohibitory law, and I believe that the majority of the people in the Ter- 
ritories have the same feeling. 

36319. Did the smuggling increase steadily /—I think it did, until during, perhaps, 
the last year or so. 

36320. When the railway was built I suppose there was more. Do you know 
whether the number of permits was reduced of late years !—I have heard lots of people 
say they were refused permits. Al 

36321. Did you notice whether the quantity specified on the permits increased of 
late years /—I do not think so because the very first permit I got was for seven gallons. 
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36322. We have heard that the ordinary permit was for two ga'lons and scarcely 
ever above five !—The general run of permits was for two gallons and a man would get 
three gallons with it. 

36323, Did you say that a man could get 3 gallons in on a 2 gallon permit ?—Yes, 
they would allow that. We used Canadian measure, and the order was for 2 gallons 
Imperial, which represented 3 gallons Canadian. 

36324. So there was not much of an attempt to respect prohibition /—I never came 
across very many people who respected it. 


PETER ROBERTSON, Chief of Police, was again called. 
By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


36325. When you say there is more drunkenness now than in former days, do you 
mean that you run in every drunken man !—No; I take a drunk home. 

36326. And it is only when they are disorderly you run them in?—I tell such a 
man that if he does not go home, I will arrest him. If he goes home quietly, although 
he is under the influence of liquor, very well; I look after him if there is no possibility 
of his going home. Some of the old bums we have necessarily to arrest when they are 
in liquor. 


The Commission adjourned, to resume its sitting in Regina. 


WILLIAM GUNN. 
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REGINA, November 4, 1892. 
The Royal Commission resumed its sitting here to-day. 


Present : 


JupcE McDona pn. Rev. Dr. McLeop. 


JOHN H. C. WILLOUGHBY, M.D., of Regina, on being duly sworn, deposed 


as follows :— . 
By Judge McDonald : 


36327. How long have you resided in the North-west Territories /—About’ ten 
years. - 

36328. During all that time have you been engaged in the practice of medicine? 
—Yes. 

36329. During all that time have you resided in Regina ?—No, I have lived five 
years in Regina. 

36330. Where did you reside the other five years ?—I lived in the northern part of 
the Territories, principally at Saskatoon. 

36331. Did you come from one of the provinces to the North-west Territories /—-I 
came from Ontario. 

36332. From what County did you come ?—From near Toronto. 

36333. Have you had experience in any other prohibitory country than the North- 
west Territories ?—None at all. 

36334. Have you seen the Territories under what was called the permit system ?— 
T have. 

36335. And also under the license since lst May ?—Yes. 

36336. Which is the preferable system ?—I think the license system. 

36337. Did you find the other system not work satisfactorily /—Not to my mind. 

36338. What was there about it, as regards its working, that was unsatisfactory ? 
—The main unsatisfactory feature was the quantity of liquor brought in by applicants 
for permits. 

36339. Have you reason to believe that liquor was smuggled into the Territories ? 
—Yes, I have every reason to believe so. 

36340. Have you any reason to suppose that the liquor that was so brought in was 
of an impure and injurious character /—Personally I know nothing of that. It was 
very frequently stated that the liquor smuggled in was of a very impure character. 

36341. The Commissioners have been informed that it was the custom under the 
permit system, for people who obtained permits and got liquor to have a few friends 
come in, and they would drink until all the liquor was consumed !—That was certainly 
the habit in many cases, but not in all cases. 

36342. The Commissioners have been also told that the people were in the habit of 
using pain-killer, eau de Cologne and other substances in lieu of liquor for beverage pur- 
poses /—In the northern part of the country, away from the railway, it was harder to 
get liquor in, and I have frequently seen people use such decoctions. 

36343. Do you find the use of liquor of that kind confined to any particular class ! 
—No, I cannot say so. I think it was not. 

36344. It has been suggested that the only people who used pain-killer were men 
who were old topers, and it was used after they had got over a bout of drinking liquor 
that would come in under permit ?—I have seen a good deal of that too. Most of the 
liquor drunk in that way was used by persons of that kind, but it was not altogether so. 
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_ By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 

36345. What was the chief defect of the permit system !—My chief objection to it 
was that liquor was brought in by parties in quantities from two to five gallons in kegs and 
was stored away somewhere in the house, and then a crowd would gather round and 
there would be a big drunk. That was one objection. . Another objection was, that a 
man who really needed liquor in his house for medical purposes probably could not 
obtain a permit, while his neighbour, who did not need it for medical purposes, could 
obtain all the permits he wanted. 

36346. On what conditions were the permits granted 1—They were supposed to be 
eranted for medical and domestic purposes, and on condition that the applicant was 
recommended by some one known to the Governor. 

36347. How did it happen that persons who really needed alcoholic liquor for 
medicinal purposes could not get a permit, while those who did not want it for medical 
purposes could obtain it. How was the discrimination made !—I have known settlers 
who lived long distances away from the railway come into town, there being sickness in 
their families, and endeavour to get a permit, and could not do so, because no one whose 
recommendation would be taken by the Governor knew the parties. 

36348. So the permit system was not administered simply for domestic and medical 
uses, but the permits were given according to the Governor’s knowledge of the appli- 
cant. Was that the case ?—I do not mean that at all. The Governor made a condition 
that whoever wanted a permit should be recommended by some responsible person. 

36349. For instance, if a settler came into town and wanted liquor for medicinal 
purposes, would he not be recommended by you or some other physician !/—I have 
refused to do so in many cases, because I did not know but that the person was lying 
about sickness in his family. I have no reason to give a man a recommendation unless 
he is known to me. 

36350. You have said you knew cases where men who needed alcoholic liquor for 
medicinal purposes were refused permits. Would you recommend parties in case you did 
know them ?—I would, certainly. 

36351. Would a permit then have been granted ?—I have known that some I 
recommended have been refused. 

36352, And the parties were in need of alcoholic liquor for medicinal purposes ?— 
Yes. 

36353, On the other hand, have you known of parties who did not need to obtain 
liquor for medicinal purposes, obtain permits ’— Yes. 

36354, Do you think the permit system was badly administered, taking it altogether ? 
—I do not think it would be possible to properly administer it. 

36355. Do you think it could have been more efficiently administered than it was 
administered !—I do not know. I do not know enough about the manner in which it 
was administered to be able to state positively that it might have been managed better. 

36356. Do you know whether permits were very freely granted or not !—Yes, I 
think they were ; that is to say in the later years. 

36357, What are the advantages of the license system over the permit system /— 
One advantage is that a man who really needs liquor is able to get it just as he requires 
it. 

36358. And I suppose those who do not need it can get it without hindrance /— 
Yes, 

36359. Then are we to understand that in the old days sometimes an application, 
endorsed by a respectable physician, would be refused, even when liquor was needed for 
medicinal purposes purely !—No, I would not like to make that statement positively, be- 
cause I cannot recall to.my memory now any particular case, although that is my belief. 

36360. But you have said that some applications that were endorsed by yourself 
were refused !—I know some were refused when I recommended them, but I cannot 
remember any case now, and I would not like on my oath to state that such was the 
fact. 

36361. Those people recommended were, I suppose, in need of liquor for medicinal 
purposes ?—Yes, I was told that it was needed for that purpose. 

Joun H. C. WiLLouGHBy. 
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36362. You recommended them accordingly ?—-Yes. 

36363. Do you think the Governor had any reason to believe that the persons 
desired to get liquor under fraudulent representations /—I was myself refused a permit 
for medicinal purposes. At that time I was living in Saskatoon. The Governor said 
he could not grant a permit to any one who lived there. 

36364. What was the reason !—The reason was that he had promised the managers 
of the Temperance Colonization Society that people living there would not be granted 
permits. 

36365. Not even for medicinal purposes?!—I applied for a permit for liquor for 
medicinal purposes and was refused. 

36366. Does license regulate the trade, according to your observation !—I think so. 

36367. In what respect? Does it diminish drinking /—I cannot state as a fact any- 
thing about it. 

36368. Does it diminish disorders growing out of drunkenness !—TI believe it does. 
Since the license system has come into force, I think my experience has been that we 
are less called upon to attend patients suffering from drunken bouts. 

36369. From your observation in Regina since the license system has come into 
operation, has there been less disorder than there was previously ?—I think there has 
been less drunkenness since the license law came into operation than in the days of the 
permit system, when a crowd would gather together and drink a cargo of whisky and 
start round town and raise a racket. Since the license system we certainly have had 
less of that condition ; but whether that is the reason of it, I would not like to say. 

36370. Are you able to state whether there has been less drunkenness under license 
than under the permit system /—I think there has been less under license. 

36371. From your observation do you believe that there was no prohibition prac- 
tically under the permit system ?—The prohibition was there, but it was not observed. 

36372. It was not enforced ?—I would not say that. A great deal of liquor brought 
in was smuggled, but so far as the authorities were concerned they tried to enforce the 
law. 
36373. Do you think that the way in which the permit portion of the law was admin- 
istered made the prohibition of no effect !—I would not like to answer that question ; 
in fact I do not know much about the administration of it. 

36374. Do you believe in the total prohibition of the liquor traffic !—I do, personally. 

36375. Speaking about prohibition for the whole country, do you think that if a 
general prohibitory law were enacted, a law prohibiting the manufacture, importation 
and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes, it would be beneficial ? 

36376. Asa physician, have you observed whether drinking men compared with 
total abstainers, have the same chances of recovery in case of serious illness, or has the 
total abstainer the better chance ?—I do not think he has any better chance. 

36377. Then you think the total abstainer has not a better chance than a drinking 
man ?—-I do not think he has any better chance than the man who might be called a 
moderate drinker. Of course, a man whose constitution is ruined by drink cannot 
stand the effects of disease. 

36378. Do you find that many men are given to the drink habit, and accordingly 
have their constitutions undermined !—We have very few of them in this country. 


By Judge McDonald - 


36379. You have said in regard to your experience at Saskatoon, that the Temper- 
ance Colonization Company made an agreement with the authorities not to issue any 
permits to people living there, and accordingly the Governor would not grant permits ? 
—That was stated as the reason for refusing me a permit. 

36380-1. So there was a reason given, and that was the reason /—Yes. 

36382. You have been asked whether the license system diminished disorders grow- 
ing out of drunkenness, and you have said that you believed it did. The comparison 
you were asked to make was between that and the permit system, and you said that 
your belief as between the two was that the license system was the better. Take another 
side of the question. Take the license system and take the untrammelled sale of liquor 
to whom and when the dealer pleased, which would be the better system? The license 
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system that limits the number of places of sale and places the men in the trade under 
certain restrictions, or unlimited sale by everybody at any place ?—That is a question I 
have never thought much about. 

36383. Under which would you expect.to have less disorder ?—I believe in time 
you would have it under the free sale system. 

36384. Do you mean you would have less disorder under it ?—I think probably in 
time that the people would get so sick of it, they would abandon it of their own 
accord. 

36385. So you think that if one or the other of the two systems were continued, 
there would be less disorder under free sale ?—Yes, I think so. 

36386. You spoke of smuggling that occurred. If there had been no permits in the 
Territories, would that have occurred !— Yes, certainly. 

36387. Do you consider, from the experience you had, that general prohibition, if 
enacted, would be practicable and would be enforced !—The only experience I have had 
was with the permit system, and I know it was impossible to administer it properly, 
that is to keep liquor out of the country, for I know immense quantities of it were 
brought in. 

36388. Did the Mounted Police appear to be faithful in the discharge of their 
duties ?—Yes ; but in a large country like this they could not be everywhere, and I 
know the law was not obeyed. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod ; 


36389. Do you know that the Saskatoon people requested that no permits should be 
granted for liquor for medical purposes ?—I believe so, on account of being refused. 

36390. You lived at Saskatoon. At the time you lived there, was it the feeling of 
the people that there should not be any permits issued for medical purposes?—No, it 
was not the feeling at all. 

36391. Who were the active parties then ?—The Company. The representatives of 
the company in the temperance colony were about equally divided as regards the use of 
liquor. 

36392. The only reason that you have for believing that the managers of the 
company wanted no permits granted for liquor for medicinal purposes was that your 
application for a permit for such purpose was refused ?—It was refused on that ground. 

36393. That reason was stated by the Governor or by the authorities !—That was 
the reason given. 

36394. How long ago was it ?—That would be about 1885 or 1886. 

36395. Do you know that while your application for a permit was refused, permits 
were granted to other people at Saskatoon ?’— Yes, I think they were. I got a permit 
in the spring of 1885 for 10 gallons of alcohol and two gallons of brandy to be used in 
my practice. 

36396. What made the difference in the two cases ?—I had a good deal of difficulty 
in getting the first permit. I needed a lot of drugs, and I needed alcohol and brandy 
with which to make them. 

36397. But it seemed that you could not get any permit afterwards ?—That was 
the last one I got. 

36398. Were other permits granted ?—I think after a time they were. For two 
or three years the people there were refused permits, and for other two years they would 
get them. 

36399. Whether for medicinal purposes or not /—I think so. The managers of the 
Company then brought the matter up again, and permits were again refused. 

36400. They were refused then, I suppose, for any purposes !—Yes, I believe 
SO. : 


By Judge McDonald ; 


36401. Do you hold any official position in Regina connected with any public 
body ?’—I am a member of the Town Council. 
36402. How many members are in the Council ?—Six, besides the Mayor. 
Joun H. C. WintLouGcnsy. 
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RICHARD HENRY WILLIAMS, Mayor of Regina, on being duly sworn, 
deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


36403. We understand you are Mayor of this city /—Yes. 

36403a. What business or occupation do you follow !—I am a merchant. 

36404. How long have you resided in the North-west Territories /—Ten years last 
August. 

36405. Have you resided all that time in Regina !/—Yes. 

36405a. Did you come here from one of the other provinces !—I resided about 18 
months in Winnipeg. 

36406. Before that did you come from one of the other provinces !—Yes, I came 
from Ontario. 

36407. From what county /—From the County of Simcoe. 

36408. What is the population of Regina ?—I think in the neighbourhood of 3,000. 

36409. You have a Town Corporation, Mayor and Council, I suppose ?—Yes. 

36410. Do you find this to be an orderly and law-abiding place }—Yes, very 
fairly so. 

36411. Does it compare favourably with other places in which you have lived /— Yes. 

36412. Have you had any experience under the permit system and the license  sys- 
tem which has just come into operation on the Ist May last ?—Yes. 

36413. As Mayor, have you had any practical experience in connection with the 
liquor traffic in the course of your official duties? Do you preside at the Police Court ? 
— Yes. 

36414. You have nota Police Magistrate for the town !—No. 

36415. So you are ex-officio Police Magistrate !—Yes. 

36416. Taking the state of things before 1st May and since, have you noticed any 
difference ?—In my term of oftice before lst May I did not have any cases before me in 
connection with the liquor traffic, but since 1st May, I have had nine cases. 

36417. What was the character of the cases?—People charged with drunkenness, 

36418. When did your term of office commence !—This is my second year. 

36419. You never had any cases up to that time /—Not of drunkenness, to my 
knowledge. There might have been some slight offences dismissed, but I do not 
remember. 

36420. What has been your experience, as a citizen, as regard to drunkenness on the 
streets !/—In my opinion we have had more of it since the license system came into force, 

36421. Which would be your own choice, a license system or a permit system ?—I 
prefer a permit system, providing it was workable and enforced. 

36422. Have you had experience in any other prohibition country than the North- 
west Territories /—No. 

36423. It has been stated that under the permit system people would meet a few 
friends in a house and keep up the drinking of liquor until it was all consumed /—I 
have heard that stated, but I have not been connected with it in any shape. 

36424. Are you a total abstainer /—Not a total abstainer. 

36425. Are you favourable to prohibition ?—I am more favourable to it than to 
the license system. 

36426. If your choice were confined to the two, which one would you prefer—total 
prohibition /— Yes. 

36427. Do you, from your experience of the prohibitory system here, consider it 
would be practicable to enforce a prohibitory system ’—I have been so little connected 
with it that I could scarcely tell you. 

36428. What about the prohibitory clauses of the license law /—It would be very 
difficult to enforce them according to the letter of the law. 

36429. I suppose it would depend very much on the character of the man behind 
the sale !— Yes. 

36430. How many places in Regina are licensed ?—I think four hotels and two 
wholesale shops. 
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36431. Have you any idea of the number of places in which liquor was sold before 
the license law came into operation ?—That is a question that I am not prepared to 
answer. 

36432. Do you believe it was sold illicitly ?—Yes, I believe so. 

36433. Do you know in how many places it was sold !—No. 

36434. Did you find the North-west Mounted Police force faithful in the discharge 
of their duties ?—Yes, I think they performed their duties to the best of their know- 
ledge and ability. 

36435. One of the stations of the Roece is here ?—Yes, the headquarters of the 
force are here. 


JACOB W. SMITH, of Regina, hardware merchant, on being duly sworn, deposed 


as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


36436. Do you hold any official position /—I hold the position of Chairman of the 
License Commissioners of this district, No. 4. 

36437. How long have you held the oftice /—Since the office was created, on Ist May. 

36438. How long have you resided in the North-west Territories !—About ten 
years. 

36439. Have you resided all that time in Regina /— Yes. 

36440. Did you come from one of the other provinces !—From Ontario, from the 
County of Lanark. 

36441. Have you had any experience of any other prohibitory law than that of 
the North-west Territories /—I was in the County of Lambton under the Scott Act. 

36442. When was that ?—I think the first month the Act came into force. There 
was some difficulty with respect to the law, and the Act was repealed after that month. 

36443. Then you did not have an opportunity of forming an opinion in regard to 
the law ?—It was hardly a fair test, of course. 

36444. What has been your experience of the working of the prohibitory law in 
the North-west Territories ?—I think it worked very well up to 1889. 

36445, Do you think liquor was kept out of the country !/—It certainly was not 
kept out of the country. There were permits issued, and thus a certain amount was 
allowed to come into the country. 

36446. Were the police force vigilant /—Yes, and their powers were great. 

36447. Were these powers maintained as long as the Act remained in force ?—Not 
to so great an extent as in former years. 

36448. Do you consider that the force became less vigilant in later years ?—I 
think so. 

36449. What is the ground of your opinion ?!-—-Permits were issued more freely and 
it became more difficult to enforce the law. 

36450. Did they relax their vigilance !—They did, because so many permits were 
issued that it was difficult to tell whether parties got drink j in by permit or not. It was 
more difficult for the police to administer the law under those circumstances, 

36451. Have you, as Chairman of the License Commissioners, endeavoured honestly 
to carry out the provisions of the law ?—I have, so far as I have been personally able 
to do so. 

36452. So far as you have observed the operation of the license law, how have you 
found it work ?!—In what way? 

36453. As regards licensees living up to the regulations ?—I do not think the regu- 
lations of the law has been lived up to; in fact, I know they have not. 

36454. Is that from official information, or from your knowledge as a citizen !— 
Not from my official position, but as a citizen. From my personal observation, and 
from the amount of drinking I see, I know that the law is not lived up to. 

Ricuarp Henry WILLIAMS. 
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36455. Among what class is drunkenness ?—Since lst May the classes that have 
seemed to be affected the most are the labouring classes, the common people and the 
farmers. 

36456. Are any of these Half-breeds, or the ordinary white population ?—The white 
population, what we would call respectable people in all other ways. 

36457. Were you troubled with illicit sale in Regina before the license law came 
into force !/—Yes, we certainly were, because we could see the effects of it. 

36458. Are you favourable to general prohibition ?—I am. 

36459, On principle ?—On principle. 

36460. In regard to the license system, are you favourable to it or unfavourable ? 
—I am favourable to it in preference to unlimited sale. J am in favour of any system 
that will restrict the liquor trattic. 

36461. You do not like the license features in prohibition ?—No. I think the pro- 
hibition part is all right. 

36462. Without prohibition you think the license law is inexpedient ?—Certainly. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


36463. What are your duties as Chairman of the License Commissioners ?—The 
duty of the Board is to look into all applications that come before it for licenses, and to 
decide whether the applicants have complied with the conditions laid down in the Ordi- 
nance. We have also to consider the character of the applicants through the report of 
the Inspectors. 

36464. Have you Inspectors for this district !—Yes ; there are three for the different 
parts of the district into which this part of the country is divided, one for the East, one 
for the West and one for Regina. 

36465. What are the conditions with which an applicant must comply ?’—One of 
the conditions is, that the person must obtain the names of the nearest householder s 
Then there are certain conditions laid down with respect to the house containing So 
many rooms, and a report has to be made. We depend generally upon the report of the 
Inspector. 

36466. Then the Inspector examines into these matters and makes a report to the 
Board ?—Yes, and the Board decides whether the applicant has complied with the con- 
ditions of the Ordinance, and if the man be considered a worthy man and if his place is 
fit to be licensed, then he is granted a license. Where the conditions have not been 
complied with, the applicant is refused a license. 

36467. Do you have to choose between a number of licensees in Regina?—Not in 
Regina. There are no rivals in Regina. 

36468. In the outside country, “do you have a large number of applications !—Yes ; 
there were four or five applications refused. 

36469. Were they refused because they had not complied with the conditions of 
the ordinance /—Yes, probably for that reason, and because they had not honestly 
secured the proper number of names. 

36470. Then has it come to the knowledge of the Board that those parties whose 
licenses were refused were selling illicitly ?—No, it has not come to my knowledge. 

36471. You say the Inspector’s duties are to supervise generally a district !—Yes, 
although I think the law should be amended so far as the Inspectors are concerned. 

36472. Are the Inspectors salaried men !—No ; they are paid by fees. I do not 
think there is sufficient encouragement under the Ordinance for them to do their duty. 

36473. Is there a Chief Inspector for a district and sub-inspectors !—There is a 
Chief Inspector ; he occupies the dual position of Inspector and Commissioner, his name 
is J. C. Pope ; he is called Chief License Inspector. 

36474. Is he a town official ?—No, he is under the North-west Government. 


By Judge McDonald : 


36475. I think you said that all the provisions of the law were lived up to by the 
licensees. Before they were granted licenses were their applications investigated /—So 


' far as we could find out. 
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36476. If they are not proper people to receive licenses, you refuse them /—Yes. 
We have discretion in our hands, and when we think a person is not fit, we refuse him 
license. 

36477. You did not exercise those powers, I believe !—No, because there was a 
division on the Board. 

36478. Were the majority in favour of exercising those powers !—I believe part of 
the Board took the ground that they had a right to issue licenses to any one paying 
for licenses. 

36479. How many members are there /—Three, one from Qu’Appelle, one from 
Moose Jaw and myself from Regina. ‘The district is from Indian Head to Moose Jaw, 


about 90 miles. 


Ruy. JOHN H. KING, of Regina, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


36480. With what church are you connected /—I am a minister of the Baptist 
Church. 

36481. How long have you resided in Regina ?—One year and three months. 

36482. Where did you reside before that time ?—In St. John, N.B. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


36483. What has been your experience of the liquor traffic in the North-west Terri- 
tories during the one year you have been here, during the early part of which there was 
a permit system in force and during the latter part of which, since lst of May last, there 
has been a license system !—I observe that there is as much drinking and disorder under 
license as under prohibition. 

36484. You think in Regina there has been more disorder and drinking since the 
license law came into force /—I think so. 

36485. Did you observe the working of the so-called prohibitory law sufficiently to 
detect the faults of that system, if there were any? What, in your opinion, was the 
weak point of the system !—The indiscriminate granting of permits. 

36486. Have you reason to believe permits were granted quite indiscriminately ? 
—Yes 

36487. What would lead you to entertain that opinion ?/—The continuous sale over 
the bars. 

36488. Was there continuous sale in Regina prior to the license system ?— I believe so. 

36489. You came here after the introduction of the four per cent beer plan, I 
believe ?—I think so. 

36490. And there was sale ?—There seems to have been no provision for sales in 
the early part of the permit days. Permits were given for medical purposes, or were 
supposed to be so given; but under the four per cent system, which came in about 1889, 
it seems there was provision for selling four per cent beer. 

36491. You observed there was sale in Regina ?—Yes. 

36492. We heard this morning that there was something of disorder last night in 
the town. Was that kind of thing common prior to license /—I was here at the latter 
end of the prohibition days, and I never heard of such things or observed them. 

36493. Do you travel about the country here !—Quite a little, within a radius of 30 
miles, in good weather. 

36494. And you come in contact with a good many people ?—Yes, with a number 
of farmers. 

36495. Have you had any opportunity of observing what is the feeling of the 
people generally as to the drink trade, whether they think it should be licensed or not? 

—I think the people hold that the traffic should be prohibited, if it could be done. 
Jacos W. SMITH. 


Qn 
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36496. Have you found that there was considerable dissatisfaction with the™permit 
system as it was administered 1—There was. 

36497. Do you think the feeling of the people was in opposition to permits being 
given, or to prohibition /—They had an objection to permits being given. 

36498. If it was a question of prohibition versus license, what would be the result % 
—TI have good reason to believe there would be a majority in favour of prohibition. 

36499. Do you think in the country places where you visit there is a desire for the 
establishment of liquor selling places !—I do not. 

36500. I need scarcely ask you if you are in sympathy with the views expressed by 
your body, and whether you believe in general prohibition or not ?—I do. 

36501. Do you think it would be safe to enact a general prohibitory law and take 
the chance of its enforcement ?—I think so, if the voice of the people is to that effect, as 
the Government has a right to obey the wishes of the people. 


By Judge McDonald : 


36502. What is your view of the license system !—My view is that it is not expe- 
dient. It may be a good thing so far as it restricts the traffic. 

36503. Then you are not opposed on principle to the licensing of the traffic No. 

36504. You have stated that permits were granted indiscriminately. What reason 
have you for saying so’—The statements of individuals. 

36505. Which you have heard repeated, I suppose ?—Yes. 

36506. You have spoken of the sale of liquor illicitly over bars. Did you mean 
other than four per cent beer /—I could not say. 

36507. You do not know whether any drunkenness was caused by four per cent 
beer or not /—No. 

36508. So you do not know whether the permits had to do with the increased 
drunkenness /—I am not sure. 

36509. You know nothing of that /—No. 

36510. You have stated that you believe the sentiment of the people is in favour of 
prohibition and against license. Taking your residence here for one year, your know- 
ledge of the Territories and your experience in Regina and 20 miles beyond, whom do 
you think really possesses the better knowledge of the feeling of the people, the officers 
of the North-west Mounted Police or yourself ?—That would depend on what oppor- 
tunities they possessed to study the feeling of the people. 

36511. Judging from the experience of the prohibitory system so far as it prevailed, 
who would possess the better knowledge of the practicability of enforcing a general 
_ prohibitory law, you or the officers of the Mounted Police ?—I suppose they would, if 
they were faithful to their duties. 

36512. Have you reason to believe that they were not faithful in the discharge of 
their duties ?—The reason that is commonly given is, that in some cases they were not 
faithful to their duties. 

36513. Can you specify the locality and name the place and party. I mean the 
locality where they were not faithful to their duties, and the names of the persons who 
made that statement ’—I could not do it. I could refer to instances in the town, but I 
could not give names; I mean instances which came under my own personal obser- 
vation. 

36514. Did you call their attention to those cases !—I did. 

36515. What did they say?—They did not say anything. It was not an official 
notice, but a notice in private and in the papers. 

36516. You did not give notice through an officer, then /—Yes. 

36517. Do you mean by speaking among friends !—Yes, and in my public capacity. 

36518. Do you mean from the pulpit /—Yes, before and after. 

36519. Do you hold any official position in the temperance order ?—No, I am only 
a member of it. 

36520. Did you ever call the attention of the Lieutenant-Governor or of any of his 
officers to those alleged infractions !—No ; for I had good reason to believe they would 
not be attended to. 

36521. You did not do it, as a matter of fact !—No. 
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36522. You did not test whether your complaint would be attended to or not ?— 
No. 

36523. Did you call the attention of the Commissioner of the Mounted Police to 
that matter ?—I did not. 

36524. Have you had any experience of prohibition in any other place than here ? 
—To a limited extent in New Brunswick. 

36525, In what part ?—Especially in St. John County. 

36526. Had you any experience in Portland !— Yes. 

36527. How was prohibition enforced there ?—The Scott Act was enforced to a 
limited extent ; but owing to the approaching union of the two cities, St. John and 
Portland, almost every one was against it. 

36528. Do you think it worked well to a limited extent ?—Yes. 

36529. Did the officials see it enforced there /—They did latterly. 

36530. And in the end it was repealed ?—Yes, in that part of St. John. 

36531. Have you had any other experience of prohibition except in New Brunswick 
and in the North-west Territories !—That is all. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


36532. Do you know whether any local questions or difficulties interfered with the 
better enforcement of the Act in Portland!—Yes. The Council were pressed to appoint 
an Inspector, which they did not do, and there was nobody to enforce the law. 

36533. Did you observe the working of the Scott Act in St. Martin’s, in the County 
of St. John ?—I did. 

36534. How did it work there /—It worked well, with the exception of the dast six 
months, and even then convictions were obtained when prosecutions were instituted. 

36535. Speaking of the license system, do you approve of the license or the prohi- 
bition in the system /—The prohibition in the system. 

36536. Do you approve of license only so far as it embodies prohibition, or do you 
approve of permission, which permits people to sell !—Only so far as the system is 
prohibitory. 

36537. Have you any knowledge which will enable you to express an opinion as to 
whether the Legislature of the Territories expressed the deliberately declared will of the 
people by the enactment of a license law !—I have knowledge which leads me to believe 
that they did not ; in my opinion, it was a breach of trust; that is the action of the 
Legislature in enacting a license law independent to a large extent of the voice of the 


people. 
By Judge McDonald : 


36538. You gave that last answer, the expression of your opinion that the Legis- 
lature had been guilty of breach of trust, from what you have heard individuals say ?— 
Yes. 

36539. Has that opinion been expressed at a public gathering of the people called 
for the purpose of considering that proposition ? Has any member of the Legislature 
been called upon to resign his seat for having voted in favour of license /—Not that I 
know of, 

36540. Do you know instances‘in which the people have taken the necessary steps 
to prevent licenses being issued by calling for a vote of the people on the subject, as 
provided for in the Ordinance !—Not that I know of, as yet. 

36541. And under the law provision was made at the very outset to enable the 
people to do so 1—I was labouring under the impression that a certain length of time had 
to elapse before action could be taken. 

36542. Provision was made that this action could be taken by the people at the 
outset. But it has been stated that the reason why it was not done was the fact that 
the people were required to deposit 5200 before the vote could be taken, and that was 
the difficulty ?—Yes, that was found to be a difficulty. At the last session of the 
Legislature there was an amendment made to the law, and $100 was inserted instead 
of $200. 

Rev. Joun H. Kina. 
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36543. You spoke of St. Martin’s, and mentioned that during the last six months 
the law was not satisfactorily carried out. In what way was it “not satisfactorily en- 
forced ?—The fact was that the officers were the wrong persons, in the estimation of the 
people. 

36544. Do you mean they were not in sympathy with the enforcement of the law ? 
—Yes, and there were proofs of that. 

36545. By whom were the officials appointed ?—TI do not know. 

36546. Were they appointed by the Municipal Council ?—TI think so. 

36547. The Municipal Council represented the people; they were ee by the 
people, were they not ?—I think so. 

- 36548. How, then, does it occur that such officers were appointed in the commu- 
nity where the people wished to have the law enforced 1—Perhaps they obtained oftice 
by corrupt means ; they sometimes did so. 

36549. If the majority of the people were in favour of the Scott Act and its enforce- 
ment, and yet selected officers who were not in favour of the Act, what was the cause ? 
—I think this matter was lost sight of at the time of the elections. 

36550. You think it must have been lost sight of !—Yes, and other issues must 
have come up. 

/36551. What led to such men being in favour with the temperance people of the 
community and securing election /—I do not know. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


36552. Are you aware that the Scott Act has been repealed in the County of St. 
John since you left there ?—I am not aware of it. 

36553. Concerning public feeling about the license system, do you know whether 
any portion of the people of the Territories petitioned the Legislature for a plebiscite 
on the question of prohibition /—Not to my knowledge. Since I have been in this town, 
I have known of petitions being signed and presented to different Members; in some 
cases they were presented and in others were not presented. 

36554. Referring to the issue of licenses at certain places, it appears that no 
portion of the Territories has taken steps to prevent the issue of licenses. I think 
you said that you had arrived at the conclusion that this was because they could not 
act at that time ?—I had that impression. The wording of section 48, subsection 2, 
makes provision for that, and after stating about the $200 it goes on to say that when a 
requisition is presented ‘“‘requesting a vote to be taken as to whether or not such license 
shall issue or be granted therein, it shall be the duty of such Commissioner, upon the 
receipt of such requisition and the said sum of two hundred dollars, to scrutinize the 
names of the electors attached to such requisition, and being satisfied that the names so 
attached are those of duly qualified electors,” a poll shall be taken. Then there is 
provision made for taking the poll, after posting a regular notice in one of the papers 
for six weeks. The clause continues: ‘‘ Such poll shall be held in the month of October 
or November next ensuing, except for the year 1892, when the poll shall be held in the 
month of March, on such day as shall be most convenient, and not less than four weeks 
and not more than seven weeks from the date of the first publication of such notice.” 


By Judge McDonald : 


36555. When did you acquire that knowledge ’—About the time of the agitation. 
36556. Did you look into the matter 1 Yes. 

36557. Did you find it impracticable ?—Yes. 

36558. You say it would be impracticable to carry out that part of the law?—Yees. 


By Rev. Dr, McLeod : 


36559. You believe it impracticable ?—Yes. 
36560. Do you mean to say that you believe it to be impracticable under the 
circumstances ?—-Under the circumstances as they were—not that it is impossible. 
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JAMES CREAMER, of Regina, veterinary surgeon, on being duly sworn, deposed 
as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


36561. How long have you lived in Regina?—About six’ years. 

36562. Where did you reside before that !—In Ontario. 

36563. In what part ?—I came from the County of Middlesex. 

36564. What law was in force there in regard to the liquor trattic /—A license law. 

36565. Did the Scott Act come into force before you left Ontario !—No. 

36566. Have you had much experience of a prohibitory law anywhere else than in 
the North-west Territories !/—No. 

36567. Since lst May a license law has been in force, I believe .—Yes. 

36568. Taking the prohibitory enactment as it was enforced, and the license law 
since lst of May, which do you find to be preferable ?—The license law. 

36569. Did youfind that liquor was brought into the country under the old system ?— 


36570. We understand that a great deal of liquor was smuggled into the country /— 


36571. It has also been stated that some of the liquor was of very poor quality !— Yes. 

36572. And that pain-killer, eau de Cologne and other substances of that kind were 
used by the people for beverage purposes. Have you any knowledge of that —Yes. I 
have known red ink to be used. 

36573. You say you have known of red ink being used ?—Yes. 

36574. Who were the people who used those liquids !—I could not say particularly, 
the people who lived in the North-west Territories. 

36575. Was that practice confined to any particular set of people?—No; I would 
not apply it to any particular set. 

36576. It has been represented that those compounds were only used by old topers? 
—Yes, to a certain extent. 

36577. Were they used by others as well ?—Pain-killer, I think, was. 

36578. What about the case of red ink ?—That was used by confirmed topers. 

36579. Do you know any other substances that were used? We have heard of St. 
Jacobs’s Oil being used.—I have heard so, but I never saw it used. 

36580. We have been told that Florida water was used ?—Yes. 

36581. Have you reason to believe that the North-west Mounted Police endeavoured 

\ to carry out the law ?—Yes, I think so. 

36582. Were they vigilant ?—I think so, 

36583. You have no reason to doubt their faithfulness, and that they did their very 
best to carry out the law so far as it could be carried out ?—Not at all. 

36584. From the experience you have had, do you think it would be practicable to 
carry out a prohibitory law for this country ’—I do not. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


36585. Why do you think license is preferable to prohibition ?—Because I think 
the majority of the people will have liquor any way ; if they cannot get it legally, they 
will get it some way. 

36586. Do you think it is well to have it provided for them ?—Yes. 

36587. Do you think the liquor trade is at all injurious to the people ?—No, I do 
not, not the licensed liquor traftic. 

36588. Do you think the unlicensed liquor traffic is injurious ’—Yes. 

36589. Why is the traffic injurious when unlicensed and when licensed it is not?— 
Because men do not drink with any regularity. 

36590. Does the difference between benefit and injury consist in the difference 
between regularity and irregularity /—To a very great extent, I think. 

36591. You spoke of the use of red ink and pain-killer. What did their use and 
the use of other such articles signify ‘—I do not understand your question. 

JAMES CREAMER. Pas Es 
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36592. What did their use signify on the part of the people who used them ?—That 
they wanted a mild stimulant. 

36593. Zs red ink a mild stimulant ?—I could not tell you, I never drank it. 

36594. Are red ink and pain-killer milder forms of stimulants than whisky and 
four per cent beer and the like ?—No, I think not. 

36595. Do you not think that they are rather stronger ?—They would be with me. 

36596. Then the question again comes, what does their use signify beyond the fact 
that the people want stimulants? Did it signify that they had contracted the habit of 
drinking stimulants, and, in the absence of whisky would have something whether it was 
pure alcohol or not ?—I suppose it did. 

36597. Did you ever know persons to form the habit of drinking stimulants through 
using pain—killer, Thomas’s electric oil, castor oil, red ink, and the like 1—I cannot say 
T did. 

36598. Did you observe that those persons who had become habituated to the use 
of whisky, in the absence of whisky, resorted to such drinks !—They were not in the 
majority. 

36599. Do you think they were in the minority ?—Yes. 

36600. Do you think that if most people could get liquor they would not resort to 
pain-killer ?—I think so. 

36601. So was it in the interest of the people that the drink trade was established ? 
—Yes ; but you put it in a queer way. I do nottthink men as arule would resort to 
red ink if they could not get liquor ; I do not think the majority would do so. I rather 
think they would resort to some means to get liquor, and I think they would get it. 

36602. Would they smuggle it in ?—Yes. 

- 36603. You do not believe in the principle of prohibition ?—No. 

36604. Then, if it were practicable, you would not believe in prohibition /—No, I 
do not believe in it. 

36605. Do you think the drink trade is in any way injurious to the welfare of the 

-community physically, morally or socially /—No. 

36606. Have you seen any evil effects from the trade ’—The evil results you would 

find would be very few. 


By Judge McDonald : 


36607. Would you say that those evils which you have seen resulted from the drink 
trade or the drinking habits on the part of the people who purchase liquor ?—They were 
due to drunken habits. 

36608. Take the community as a whole, would you say the proportion of those who 
drink to excess would form a large proportion of the people or a small proportion ?!—A 
small one. 

36609. As I understood your answer to Dr. McLeod, you said that under the old 
system the majority who wished to drink got liquor in one way or another, either by 
permit or by smuggling ?— Yes. 

36610. But that the use of red ink was confined to the minority. Suppose a pro- 
hibitory law were passed, a law to do away with the manufacture, importation and sale 
of alcoholic liquors for beverage purposes, do you think it would be right that the brew- 
ers and distillers should receive remuneration for their loss of plant /—That is a question 
I have never given thought to, and I cannot give an intelligent answer in regard to it. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


36611. Do you see any relation between the drink trade and the drink habit ?—I 
suppose there is. hen | 

36612. Do you think the establishment of facilities to drink promotes drinking !— 
I cannot say from my experience here that it does, but from experiences elsewhere, I 
think it tends to do so. 

36613. Do you think prohibition increases it 7—Yes. 

36614. And licensing the trade diminishes it —Yes. 
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ALFRED D. WRIGHT, of Regina, License Inspector, on being duly sworn, deposed 


as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


36615. What is your business /—-I am an undertaker. 

36616. Do you hold any official position !—I do. 

36617, What is it ?—I am License Inspector. 

36618. How long have you resided in Regina ?—About 15 months. 

36619. Where did you reside before that time ?—At Richmond Hill, near Toronto. 

36620. How long have you been Inspector of Licenses here ?—Since the license sys- 
tem came into force. J was appointed some time before then, as I had to examine the 
premises of applicants. 

36621. Then you have been in office since the new law came into force, and you 
were appointed at that time ?—Yes. 

36622. There are certain duties you are called upon to pérform under the Act, such 
as inspecting the premises, etc. ?—Yes. 

36623. Have you endeavoured to carry out he provisions of the law ?—I have. 

36624. Do you believe you have done so with success —I have tried to successfully 
perform my duties. 

36625. Have you found any difficulties in the way /—I have. 

36626. What are they ?—One is that I have to see a man violate the law or get in- 
formation from some one who saw the law violated. I did not find parties who would 
take the oath that they saw the law violated, and so I was unable to prosecute. In one 
case I was not allowed to proceed, because we had not sufficient proof to prosecute the 
party concerned. I spoke to the Chief Inspector, Mr. J. C. Pope, in regard to the matter. 

36627. But he thought you must have more proof on which to prosecute ?—Yes, he 
said it was not a sure case to go ahead with. 

36628. So you did not go on with the case !—I did not. 

36629. Taking the systems as you have seen them, the permit and the license sys- 
tem, which, in your opinion, is preferable /—At the time I was here the permit system 
was not entorced very strictly, yet I would prefer it to the one we have now. 

36630. Are you a prohibitionist in principle ?— Yes. 

36631. What is your opinion of a license system, I do not mean the license law 
that may be in force in any community, but the licensing of the traffic ; do you regard 
it as a right or wrong system ?—I think it is not right. 

36632. You believe it is wrong in principle to license the traffic?—-I do. I believe 
in limiting the number of houses selling. 

36633. But as a matter of principle, you think the license system wrong /—Yes. 

36634. Then if you cannot get prohibition, you think it would be better to have 
a license system !—Yes, the protective part of the license system. 

36635. You say that you believe the licensing of the traffic is wrong in principle. 
Then you say that if you could not get prohibition you think the license system is the 
next best thing. Now, would you prefer the license system or untrammelled sale and 
no law at all /—I think I would sooner have the license system. 

36636. Then you think it better to have a license system than untrammelled sale ? 
— Yes. 

36637. And that is owing to the prohibitive clauses in the license law /—Yes. 

36638. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, would you favour 
the granting of compensation to brewers and distillers for their loss of plant /—I would 
not. 

36639. Under the permit system, had you reason to believe that people were selling 
illicitly ?—I do not know, but I suppose they w ere. 

36640. You are a total abstainer, I suppose /— Yes. 

36641. You have not partaken of liquor at those licensed places /—I never tasted it, 

ALFRED D, Wricur. 
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By kev. Dr. McLeod - 


36642. Your duties require you to make inspection to see that the provisions of the 
law, so far as applicants for licenses are concerned, are fulfilled. Do you have to keep 
on the watch to see that the law is not violated ?—I have. 

36643. Do you receive any salary /—A small one. 

36644. Are your duties confined to Regina ?~—To Regina district. 

36645. That covers a large territory, I suppose ?—It does. 

36646. Do you have to visit outlying places at certain times!—No. At least I do 
not, unless an information comes in to me. 

36647. Is your salary sufficient to warrant you in going to visit outlying places ?— 
We are paid so much for each hotel licensee we catch violating the law. We are also 
paid according to the number of licenses granted ; we now receive $25 for each hotel or 
wholesale license granted. 

36648. In case you obtain convictions against any person for violation of the law 
do you receive any part of the fine ?—I cannot tell you whether I would receive $5 or 
not in the shape of expenses. If I had to leave town, I suppose I would be paid. 

36649. I understand you lived in Ontario before you came here ?—Yes. 

36650. As the question of compounds has been frequently referred to, I might ask 
you whether you know anythingibout their use in the towns of Ontario?—I do, TI 
remember Pattgrson’s Foundry, one and a half miles from Richmond Hill. There wasa 
man who had “ pain-killer” in the foundry. The men would take a drink of pain- 
killer from the bottle, and then a cup of water. 

36651. Have you any knowledge whether pain-killer was used in the Territories 
before the license system was introduced !—Not except from what I heard. 

36652. Do you think pain-killer is a worse compound to use under license than 
under prohibition !—No. 


Rev. ANGUS J. McLEOD, of Regina, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald : 


36653. In what work are you engaged /—I am engaged ‘in the Indian Educational 
work. 

36654. At what institution ?—At the Regina Indian School. 

36655. Of what church are you a minister ?—Of the Presbyterian Church. 

36656. Is that school under the control of the church ?—It is controlled entirely 
by the Government, which has placed the school under the Presbyterian Church. The 
church has something to do with the appointment of officers. The system prevails in 
the North-west of the religious bodies being connected with the institutions more or less. 

36657. How long have you resided here !—Since the opening of the school, a little 
over a year and a half. Ps 
36658. Did you come here from one of the other provinces !—I came from Medicine 
Hat. 

36659. How long were you there /—One year. 

36660. Where were you previously !—At Banff, where I had been two years. 

36661. Where were you previous to that time /—I was formerly in Toronto. 

36662. So you are of the Province of Ontario !—I am. 

36663. What years were you at Banff?—1888 and 1889. 

36664, Were you there as a resident minister /—I was. 

36665. What was the state of things there in regard to the liquor traffic !—There 
was considerable agitation about the traffic. 

; 36666. Was the permit system in force /—Yes. 
36667. Were there any hotels there at that time?—There was. There was a 
Sanitarium there. 
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36668. Was there sale at those places ’/—I could not say that there was, but there 
was supposed to be. 

36669. Were there any complaints made of liquor being smuggled in from British 
Columbia ’—There were. 

36670. How far were you from the British Columbia boundary ’—About 60 miles. 

36671. Did you ever hear anything of compounds, such as pain-killer, eau de 
Cologne and Florida water being used in that section of the North-west Territory ?—I 
heard references to their use. 

36672. You saw nothing of such use yourself ?—Nothing. 

36673. How did you find things at Medicine Hat?—I found things about the 
same as in the mountains. 

36674. I suppose no liquor is allowed at the Indian School !—No. 

36675. It is kept strictly away from the pupils ?—Yes. 

36676. What are theages of your pupils /—From four or five years up to eighteen 

ears. 
; 36677. Do you find any attempts made to smuggle in liquor there ?—No, not by 
the children. We remember that it is dangerous to give them liquor because they have 
an appetite for it. 

36678. The only way is to keep it entirely away from them ?—Yes. 

36679. Have you found any effort made to bring it in by the inmates 1—No, the 
boys are too young to work for that, although one boy acknowledged that he liked liquor 
and would drink it if he had the chance. 

36680. Has it been brought in at all ?—There were Indians who came in under the 
influence of it ; in the course of the year I have only seen two such instances. 

36681. Are you yourself favourable to prohibition ?—I am. 

36682. As a matter of principle ?—Yes. 

36683. What is your view in regard to licensing the traffic: do you consider it 
right or wrong in principle ?—I think it is wrong. 

36684. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, would you deem 
it right and just that brewers and distillers should receive remuneration for plant and 
machinery rendered useless ?—I think not. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


36685. Which is the better for the Indians, prohibition even attended by a permit 
system, or the license system ?—I think prohibition. 

36686. Which do you think is preferable to the white settlers, prohibition with the 
laxity of the permit system, or a license system as it now exists?—I think the former 
system, with all its faults, was better. 


by Judge McDonald : 


36687. What has been your experience ?—I had occasion to travel a good deal in 
the mountains in British Columbia and I have seen, notwithstanding the vigilance of 
the Mounted Police, a good deal of liquor smuggled into the Territories. 

36688. Within the limits of the North-west Territories ?— Yes. 

36689. Was it your opinion that the police were vigilant?—Some were extremely 
vigilant. 


Rey. Anaus J. McLeop. 
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ENOCH COLPITTS, of Moose Jaw, gardener, on being duly sworn, deposed as 
follows :— ; , 


by Judge McDonald : 


36690. How long have you resided at Moose Jaw ?—Nearly 10 years. 

36691. Have you resided anywhere else in the Territories?—No; I resided in 
Winnipeg one year. 

36692. Did you come from one of the other provinces ?—I came from King’s, New 
Brunswick. 


by Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


36693. I suppose any one who has resided here 10 years may be called an old 
resident /—Yes ; Moose Jaw was young when I came here. 

36694. How many people were there when you went ?—The population at that time 
was generally a floating population. I suppose there were about 600 people when I landed 
there in 1883. 

36695. Was it during the construction of the railway /—Yes, during that summer 
there were! at different times over 1,000 men, but they were moving all the time. 

36696. Has Moose Jaw steadily increased in population !—Not steadily ; it has done 
so during the last few years. 

36697. What is about the population now ?—1,000. 

36698. It is a farming community, I suppose !—It is the centre of a farming and 
stock-raising district and a railway terminus. There are railway shops. 

36699. Do a number of railway employees reside there /— Yes. 

36700. During 10 years’ residence here you have had opportunity to carefully 
observe the systems in force in regard to the liquor traffic ?— Yes. 

36701. What is your observation of the permit system ?—During the first years of 
my residence in Moose Jaw the permit system was almost entirely prohibitory. 

36702. That was the time when there were a great many men employed on railway 
construction /— Yes, and drunkenness was a rare occurrence. I have passed a whole year 
in Moose Jaw without seeing a single drunken man on the streets, and my business has 
called me a good deal of the time on the streets. 

36703. When did that condition of things change?—The most noticeable change 
was after the introduction of the four per cent beer. 

36704. When sale commenced ?— Yes, everything was four per cent beer. 

36705. Had you reason to believe that the people sold a little of everything ?—Yes, 
very good reason. 

36706. What was the condition of things then as compared with the condition of 
things in earlier years !—100 per cent worse. 

36707. Was there a good deal of drinking /—Yes. 

36708. Were the effects of drinking observable to everybody /—Yes. 

36709. That went on from 1889 to May Ist of this year, I suppose ?—Yes. 

36710. How many licenses are issued in Moose Jaw ?—Two hotel and one whole- 
sale. 

36711. What is the condition of things under license’—Just the same as every- 

where else under license—as bad as it can be. 

36712. How about the four per cent arrangement !—So far as my observation goes 
as regards seeing men under the influence of liquor, there is a difference in the appear- 
ance of the streets and there is more drinking. 

36713. From your observation you think the licensing of the trade has not dimi- 
nished the amount of drinking !—No, it has increased it. I know it. 

36714. Have you observed that the license system is a greater danger to the young 
people of the community than was the old permit system ?—It certainly is. 

36715. Taking the three systems side by side, the permit system, the four per cent 
beer plan and the license system, which do you prefer ?—The permit system of the early 
days. 

36716. Are you a believer in prohibition ?—Yes. 
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36717. You believe prohibition for the whole country is desirable !—I do. 

36718. Do you think, after a residence of 10 years here, it could be practically 
enforced here /—It would be in the Moose Jaw district, so far as my knowledge goes ; I 
cannot say anything else. 

36719. How large a district is that !—It covers a tract on the Canadian Pacific 
Railway about 20 pares and south to Willow Brook, a distance of about 60 miles. 

36720. You are sure that in that district prohibition would be practicable /—Yes, 
I feel so from the experience of the early days under the permit system. I know it was 
practically carried out then, and the temperance sentiment has not diminished in the 
district since that time. 

36721. In the election of members for the Legislature, was the question of license 
really an issue betore the people /—It was not before the candidates declared themselves 
in favour of license. They staved that question off, as it was a difficult issue. The 
election was run independent of license as an issue. 

36722. What was the issue ?—The contest was between one man and another. 


By Judge McDonald : 


39723. You think the sentiment in your district is favourable to prohibition !—I 
do. 

36724. How do you account for this fact, that the only issue was between man 
and man, that the greater portion of the candidates to the Legislature favoured license 
and were not, in accord with your statement, with the prevailing sentiment of the com- 
munity ! You say it was a man and man contest, yet generally both candidates were 
in favour of license. How do you account for the fact that no temperance man appeared 
in the contest ’—It was just on this ground: Mr. Ross was our former member. He 
declared himself in favour of license. Mr. Gordon then came out, and when the ques- 
tion came up declared himself in favour of license. They were both supposed to be 
very strong men and had a great many personal friends. The temperance people 
thought of starting a man ; but on considering the matter they came to the conclusion 
that on account of the personal esteem in which the two men were held, one or the 
other of them would be elected. 

36725. Supposing a temperance candidate had come out, would not the temperance 
sentiment have been strong enough to elect him, or would the temperance men, owing to 
personal preference for one of the other men, have supported one of the original candi- 
dates !—I believe they would have done so. 

36726. You have expressed your opinion that in your district you would be able to 
enforce a prohibition system. Was the prohibition system thoroughly enforced in the 
early days ; was no liquor smuggled in?—There was probably liquor smuggled in. I 
have no reason to think there was, but it was a very small quantity, and it was brought 
in by the class of people who never appeared in public. 

36727. Then you think when the four per cent beer came in, liquor was sold under 
cover of it ?—_Yes. ; 

36728. Do you believe the people obtained all the liquor they wished under the 
four per cent system ?—No. 

36729. Do you think some were refused ’—After the system came into force I 
never knew any one in Moose Jaw who was refused a permit. 

36730, Have you known anything of pain-killer and other compounds of like nature 
being used as alcoholic drinks ?—No, ie have never known of such liquors being used. , I 
heard such reports in the early days, but I never saw any used. 

36731. You are a total abstainer ?— Yes. 

36732, And a prohibitionist on principle !—Yes. 

36733. Do you think the traffic itself is wrong ?—I do, 

36734. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, would you favour 
the granting of compensation to brewers and distillers for loss of plant 1—Yes, up to a cer- 
tain extent. Britain bought liberty for the slaves. It has been said that it was lawful to 
engage in this business, and it seems to me it would be right if those men who are 
engaged in it were deprived of the means of living, that they should be remunerated. 

Enocu Corpirts. 
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36735. You have given the whole subject of prohibition some thought, I suppose? 
—I have, so far as I am able to do so. 

36736. And you consider it would be practicable to enforce such a law in the 
Moose Jaw district !—Of course there would be infractions of the law, but there are 
infractions of the present law. 

36737. Would you have the enforcement of the law entrusted to the municipal 


authorities 1_No. 


36738. Whom would you entrust with the enforcement of thelaw !—Officers specially 
appointed by the Government to do so. 

36739. How many would you require for the Moose Jaw district !—If the Moose Jaw 
district was the only place where liquor would be handled, very little force would be 
required. 

36740, Is it a station for the North-west Mounted Police ?—There is only one 
officer there. » 

36741. He patrols the place thoroughly, I suppose !—Occasionally. 

36742. Howisit to the south of you !—Going south of MooseJaw the white settlement 
does not extend very far, but there is a large settlement of Half-breeds at Willow Brook. 
There is a police station at Wood Mountain, 29 miles from the settlement. 

36743. You think Moose Jaw itself would need a very small force /—I do. 

36744, In case of smuggling in the rural districts and the establishment of illicit 
stills, how would you propose to meet those difficulties ?—It would have to be done by 
the force and by the Inspector. 

36745. Would the force not have to be a mounted one ?— Yes. 

36746. And with a sufficient force you think it could be done ?—I do. 

36747. You think smuggling would be prevented?—Yes. In the winter of 1884 
there was a still started in the district of Buffalo Lake, but it was soon broken up. 

36748. By whom ?—By the Mounted Police. They did not capture the parties, but 
they chased them so closely that they must have been glad to get away, and there has 
never been an attempt made since to manufacture illicitly. My reason for believing 
that the police force can effectually do this work is that under different policemen we had 
different results. Men who were vigilant and endeavoured to perform their duties dimin- 
ished the effects of liquor, while others did not succeed. I know of one man who made 
it a boast that he could buy up some of the police men with a drink of whisky. 

36749. Do you believe he stated what was true /—Judging from the manner he 
talked of the matter, I had no reason to doubt it. 

36750. So an additional necessity for the prohibitory law would be not only a 
sufficient force of officers but men of the right sort, who would do their duty faithfully 
and without fear ?—Yes, that is all that is required to carry out a prohibitory law in 
my district. 

36751. Successfully /— Yes. 

By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 

36752. About the election. Was the understanding when the members were elected 
that a license law was to be enacted at the next session of the Legislature without 
reference to the will of the people ?—It was understood at that time that the License 
Act would be one of the questions dealt with, and our member, Mr. Ross, expressed 
hiniself as being favourable to a plebiscite on the question. 

36753. Did the question of a plebiscite come up in the Legislature ?—I think it 
did, but it had a very weak following and did not amount to anvthing. 

36754. Have you knowledge which leads you to believe that there are violations of 
the law at Moose Jaw by the licensees ?—I think so. While I have reason to believe that 
the wholesale dealer does not violate the law in any respect, the other dealers, I think, 
violate it repeatedly, by selling after hours and on the Sabbath, and by selling to minors 
and to men to whom they have no right to sell on account of their drunken habits. 


By Judge McDonald : 
36755. Have you taken any steps to call the attention of the officers to the 


fact /—The Government Inspector has been notified, and has expressed himself as being 
anxious to secure punishment for any infractions of the law. 
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36756. You have reason to believe that those dealers sell to minors ?—Yes. 

36757. Have you furnished the names of minors to the otticers 7—Yes. There was 
one case of a boy who was employed by a party who wished to procure liquor. The boy 
obtained liquor. He was willing to testify, and the Inspector took the matter to Mr. J. 
C. Pope, and he claimed that under the provisions of the law a conviction could not be 
procured as he was only acting as agent in procuring liquor and not obtaining it for his 
own use. 

36758. Do you know what were the facts?—I think the boy was only acting as 
agent. 

36759. What were the other sales to minors to which you referred ?—That is the 
only one I know of directly. 

36760. What case do you know of violation of the law on the Lord’s Day !—I have 
known persons to go there and come back under the influence of liquor. 

36761. Have you furnished their names to the Inspector ?—No, I have not, because 
I knew the parties would not give evidence ; they were unwilling to give evidence. 

36762. Could they not be made to give evidence?—I do not know. We have had 
cases frequently in Moose Jaw, and we have had to give them up on account of lack of 
evidence. 

36763. Do you think in these cases it is more difficult to secure the facts than in 
ordinary cases in the court, principally owing to the weak memories of the witnesses ?— 
It appears to be the case. 

36764. Does there not appear to be a different sentiment on the part of the 
witnesses in regard to such cases ?— Yes. 


By kev. Dr. McLeod : 


36765. Is it a different sentiment, or is it the fact that the witness may have been 
party to the violations, or his friends having been parties he is unwilling to testify ?—I 
suppose that would influence most men, but there appears to be a feeling that a man who 
gives information in a liquor case is worse than an informer against a man who violates 
the law in other respects. 

36766. What do you think of this matter yourself /—Personally, if there were viola- 
tions of the law I would inform on the men as soon as I would inform against stealing. 

36767. Because in your opinion there is no difference of sentiment?—Not at all. 


DAVID H. GILLESPIE, of Regina, livery, feed and stable keeper, on being duly 
sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


36768. How long have you resided at Regina ?—10 years. 

36769. Have you resided anywhere else in the North-west Territories ?—I resided 
for a short time in Brandon. 

36770. Did you come from one of the other provinces /— Yes. 

36771. From which province !/—From the County of Bruce, Ontario. 

36772. Have you seen the working of a prohibitory law anywhere else than in the 
North-west Territories /—No. 

36773. Since 1st May last, we understand you have had a license law in operation ? 
—Yes. 

36774. Which of the two systems do you prefer?—In my business I prefer the 
license system. 

36775. Why ?—There are notso many people the worse of liquor who come into my 
business. 

36776. Do you mean since the license law has been enforced !— Yes. 

36777, Do you mean men who hire rigs from you ’—Who do business with me. 

Enocn Coxpirts. 
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36778. Had you any knowledge under the old system of the use of pain-killer and 
eau de Cologne and such substances as beverages !—I had not, althéugh IT have heard 
statements that such were used. I have seen men take Florida water. 

36779. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law would you favour the 
granting of payment to brewers and distillers for their loss of plant and machinery !/— 


' That is a matter I never considered. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


36780. We had it in evidence from a livery-stable keeper in Prince Albert that 
the large percentage of damages done to rigs was’ caused by drunkenness. Have 
you observed anything of that kind ?—We get rigs oroken in different ways, sometimes 
by the horse getting away. 

36781. Have you observed whether any percentage of those cases are attributable 
to the drinking habits of men who hire the rigs !—I cannot say. We are very careful, 
and we generally send a man with the rig. 

36782. You have expressed your preference for a license system over the permit 
system !—Yes, personally. 

36783. Have you thought of the question of prohibition, and have you arrived at 
an opinion as to the enactment of such a law for the whole country!—I have not con- 
sidered it as a law for the whole county, but only as regards myself personally. 

36784. Do you think it would be a good thing for the country if such a law were 
passed, if it were fairly well enforced !—I suppose either system would be good if 
rightly handled. 

36785. By rightly handled, J suppose you mean enforced 1— Yes. 

36786. Which do you think would be more rightly handled, the license law or a- 
prohibitory law, taking all interests together—persons and business and home life and 
everything of that kind !—I cculd not say, I am sure. 

36787. Have you any choice between them !—No, I have not. 


By Judge McDonald : 


36788. Do you consider that complete prohibition—taking your experience— 
would be practicable in the North-west Territories and that it could be carried out 1—It 
is doubtful. 

36789. You know nothing in regard to smuggling !—It has no doubt been carried 
on. In fact, I have seen it myself, and have seen teams carrying liquor from Montana 
into this country ; at all events, we believed it was liquor they had. 


WILLIAM P. EDDY, of Regina, builder and contractor, on being duly sworn, 
deposed as follows :— 


By Judge M cDonald : 


36790. How long have you resided at Regina !—Ten years. I was here in October, 
1882. I went to Ontario in 1886 and returned in 1890, and have resided here since. 

36791. From what County did you come ?—From the County of Durham, Ontario. 

36792. What part 1—From the village of Newcastle. 

36793. Were you there when the Scott Act was in force ’—It was in force when I 
went down. 

36794. How did it work ?—I was surprised to see the difference from the time I left 
until the time I went back. 

36795. Was it a great success !—I think so. 

36796. Do you know whether it was enforced there or not?—No, It has been 
repealed since. 

36797. Were you there when the Act was repealed ’—Yes. 
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36798. How do you account for the repeal of the Act ?—Because the majority of 
the people seemed to think that it did not work ; it was on account of its being a local 
affair. 

36799. How do you mean local ?—One County would have the Scott Act and the 
next would have lquor. 

36800. What is the adjoining County to Durham !—Ontario. 

36801. What law was in force there?—I do not remember. 

36802. Was not the Scott Act also in force in Ontario ?—I did not mean in regard 
to one single county, but the people seemed to think that the trouble was because the 
Act was adopted i in different counties and was not for the whole province. 

36803. Did they think it did not work efficiently /—They thought it was not a per- 
fect success.. I do not say it was a perfect success, but I think it worked well. 

36804. Can you understand how the people, feeling a great improvement had taken 
place, did not support it but desired to go hack to license 1_No; I was surprised. 

36805, Are you a prohibitionist in “principle 1—_Yes, since 1886. 

36806. Were you not prohibitionist before that /—No. 

36807. Did you vote for the Scott Act /—-I was not there when it was passed. 

36808. Do you consider the license system to be wrong ?’—Yes. 

36809. Do you consider it to be a sin to license the sale of liquor ?—Yes. 

36810. Do you favour the passage of a general prohibitory law 1— Yes. 

36811. You look upon such a law as that to be right in principle /— Yes. 

36812. In case of the passing of such a law, would you favour the granting of com- 
pensation to brewers and distillers for their loss of p'ant —No, I do not think I would. 

36813. From your experience, was the prohibitory law well enforced in the North- 
west Territories !—Yes, comparatively. 

36814. What do you mean by comparatively ?—Th>re were some infractions under 
the Scott Act and some smuggling, but I think it was fairly well enforced. 

36815. Do you think the Mounted Police did their duty ?—I think the majority of 
them did. 

36816. Do you think that if the country had not had the services of the Mounted 
Police there would have been more smuggling /—I think so. 

36817. But a force like the Mounted Police assisted in keeping lquor out of the 
county /—Yes. 

36818. And keeping out illicit stills 1—Yes. 

36819. Do you know anything of the use of pain-killer and eau de Cologne as bever- 
ages ’—No, I know nothing about them, except what I have heard. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


36820. You are a contractor, I believe ?—Yes. 

36821. You employ men at different times /—Yes. 

36822. Have you noticed that since license has come inte operation, men have the 
drink habit more or less than before /—I think they drink a good deal more. 

36823. They drink liquors more regularly, I suppose!—Yes. Before they would 
get a dose and then have no more for some time, but now they are half intoxicated or 
under the influence of liquor more or less. 

36824. Have you noticed in Regina whether the establishment of licensed places is 
causing more disorder than formerly ?—Yes, I have noticed more disorder. 


By Judge McDonald: 


36825. How many men do you employ!—Sometimes I have ten or eight and some- 
times not so many. 

36826. How many continue in a half intoxicated state ?—I do not engage men who 
drink. 

36827. You have just answered that you noticed, with regard to men employed 
since the license law came into force, that some remained in a half intoxicated condition? 
—Not my own men. 

WiuiaM P. Eppy. 
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36828. How many workingmen do you know who remain in a half intoxicated 
condition 2—I did not. say remained in a half intoxicated condition, but they have liquor 
on them more or less all the time, and take more glasses at night, and are not so capable 
of working the next day. 

36829. Before, they werein the habit of getting liquor in and having a time of it? 
Yes. 

36830. And after that they would sober up?—They could get no more. 

36831. And when the next liquor came they would go on a spree ?—Yes. 

36832. Are the men who get liquor occasionally now the same men as those to 
whom you referred !—Yes. 

36833. Can they get liquor more freely than they could then?—Yes. Not only 
working men but men around town I see more frequently under the influence of liquor. 

36834. Did you ever see them before under the influence of liquor ?—Yes, but I see 
them more often now. 

36835. Take the classes of people in the community who use liquor, does a larger 
or smaller proportion use it immoderately /—A smaller proportion. j 

36836. You say you do not employ men given to intemperance !—No. 

36837. Do you make it a condition with men you employ that they shall be hal 
abstainers /—I never say anything about it. I wrote to Ontario for one man and said 
that I could give him so much a day if he came, but that if he drank any beer, I re- 
served to myself the right to reduce his wages or to discharge him altogether. 

36838. Do you not employ any men except total abstainers?—No, I do not as a 
rule, unless I want a man for a time or when [ have a rush on. 

36839. Then you always confine yourself to total abstainers /—No. 

36840. You would not employ any man who takes a glass of beer once or twice a 
day !—I do not know that I would be so particular as that, but I do not want a man 
who takes liquor occasionally. 


JOHN H. KERR, of Regina, hardware merchant, on being duly sworn, deposed 
as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


36841. How long have you resided in Regina ?—About 10 years. 

36842. Have you resided anywhere else in the North-west Territories !—No. 

36843. Did you come here from one of the other provinces!—I came from the 
County of Perth, Ontario. 

36844. Was a license system in force there !—It was. 

36845. You have seen the working of the old law in the North-west Territories, the 
prohibitory system and also the license law here since Ist May !—Yes. 

36846. Which do you consider preferable ?!—I consider the present law preferable. 

36847. Did you find that under the old system liquor was obtained ?—Yes. 

36848. Was liquor smuggled into the country !— Yes. 

36849. Do you know anything about the character of the liquor brought in by 
smugglers ?—-The liquor smuggled in was generally raw alcohol, which was manufactured 
into Steal after it reached have. 

36850. Do you know anything about the use of pain-killer and eau de Cologne and 
other similar compounds brought in when the permit system was in force?!—Yes. I 
have seen a large sized time on “beef, iron and wine.’ 

36851. So the compounds that were originally brought in for medicinal purposes 
were used as beverages when the people could not get liquor 1—Yes. Grocers sold a great 
deal of extracts and “other articles that were generally used for cooking, such as vanilla: 

36852. Judging from your experience, do you think it would be practicable to en- 
force a general prohibitory law in these Territories /—I do not think so. 
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36853. In case of the enactment of such a law, would you favour the granting of 
compensation to brewers and distillers for plant and machinery rendered useless ?—If 
they invested money under a license system, I certainly would favour compensation. 

36854. Have you reason to believe that illicit stills prevailed to any extent in the 
Territories !—I have no positive knowledge, but I am almost certain they existed. 

36855. Do you employ any men?-—Just a clerk in the store. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


36856. Why do you regard license as preferable to prohibition. State your reasons, 
briefly —I have seen prohibition, so-called prohibition, but it did not prohibit the trafic. 

36857. Was it not permission and not prohibition /—You might call it that. 

36858. You regard license as preferable to that system /— Yes. 

36859. Why is license preferable to prohibition, well enforced ?—I think men 
should be allowed the liberty of taking wine or anything they wish. 

36860. Does the license law provide for the use of wine and liquors in moderation 
only ?’—If properly enforced. 

36861. That brings up another question. Is the license system properly enforced ; 
is it so in Regina now?—I do not suppose either license or prohibition will ever be 
strictly enforced. The license system is better carried out here than it was during my 
experience in the east. 

36862. Your experience in the east was that the license law was not strictly en- 
forced ?— Yes. 

36863. Is it a fact that license is not strictly enforced ; and is not that an objection 
to license !—I think so. 

36864. Do you object to prohibition on principle /— Yes. 

36865. Do you object to the prohibition in the license law, the provisions prohibit- 
ing sale after hours and on the Sabbath !—No, I do not. 

36866. Then the prohibition to which you object is general prohibition. ‘You are 
aware that sale is restricted to certain hours. You do not object to that, I suppose ? 
—No. 

36867. You think that is proper /—Yes. 

36868. Why is it proper to prohibit sale during certain hours ?—If people think 
they want liquor, there are certain times when they can obtain it. If they kept the 
hotels open all night, they would certainly be disreputable places. 

36869. Is not that restriction an interference with personal liberty? If I want to 
get a drink after eleven o’clock, and I find every place closed, is it not an interference 
with individual liberty ?—You might provide yourself beforehand. 

36870. You object to prohibition then only when it prohibits entirely the trade. 
You seem to favour some prohibitions. Assume that there are 500 men and ail of 
them are prohibited, except six, from selling liquor here. Do you favour that kind of 
prohibition ?— Yes, I favour a high license system. 

36871. Do you think the license system reduces the amount of drinking !—No, I 
do not think it does. 

36872. Do you think any system that reduces the amount of drinking is advan- 
tageous, or do you think the amount of drinking should be left to the people who want 
to drink ?—I think so. 


Joun H. Kerr. 
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GEORGE WILLIAM BROWN, of Regina, law student, on being duly sworn, 
deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


36873. How long have you resided in Regina?—I have resided in the town of 
Regina between three and four years, and in Regina district for over 10 years. That is 
seven years longer in the district than in the town. 

36874. Did you come here from one of the other provinces ’—I came from Ontario. 

36875. From what County ?—From Grey. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


36876. What has been your observation of the permit system in the North-west 
Territories !—When I came first to this country the system of issuing permits did not 
seem to be so general as later on, and while we knew all the time that whisky was being 
smuggled into the country, we saw very little of its effects and very seldom Saw a drunken 
man. As the system of permits became enlarged, more liquor was brought in, and it was 
more difficult to tell whether the liquor was legal or illegal, and a lot was smuggled in 
under old permits that had been exhausted. 

36877. Did the permit system continue to extend in regard to the number of per- 
mits /—I have no official ground for my statement, but it was generally understood when 
I first came here, which was about the beginning of Governor Dewdney’s administration, 
(under Governor Laird there were very few permits issued) that the number was increas- 
ing. There seemed to be more liquor brought into the country, at all events. With the 
advent of Governor Royal’s administration there was the commencement of four per cent 
beer being brought in, and we saw still more permits issued. 

36878. When the four per cent beer plan was introduced, was liquor freely sold ? 
—Yes. 

36879. Did you observe whether, under cover of four per cent beer, everything in 
the shape of liquor was sold !—It was very difficult to restrict the sale, and they had 
this guise under which liquor could be sold. 

36880. Following the four per cent beer plan came the new law of this year. Have 
you observed how that works, and what have been the effects!—I suppose that under 
the old permits there was a certain class of men who got liquor if they wanted it, but 
my impression is that there is a new class drinking freely who before could not get it. 
They could not get it before because they could not get permits, and they complained of 
it ; while there is a class who do not drink any more now than they did before. 

36881. From your observation in Regina do you think drinking has increased and 
disorders have become more numerous, and that the effects of drinking have become 
more apparent ?—In the early days a man might be drunk or slightly under the influence 
of liquor; but to seea man beastly drunk on the streets was a very rare occurrence, 
while now it is quite common. Of course men did get drunk in those days too. 

36882. What do you regard as the weak point of the old prohibitive enactment ? 
—TI think the weak point was this, that the people who had the administration of the 
system were not thoroughly in sympathy with it. 

36883. Do you think permits were too inconsiderately issued /—Yes, I think the 
intention of the law inissuing permits was not to make the Governor of the Territories 
practically a bar-tender for the Territories, but that when it was necessary for certain 
purposes that liquor should be provided, he should give the permit and use his judgment 
in that regard. I do not think the intention of the permit system was that he should 
supply the people of the Territories individually with liquor, but that is what itamounted to. 

36884. Do you believe from your residence among the people of the outlying dis- 
tricts and your observation generally, that a more rigid prohibition than was had 
under the permit system would have been acceptable to the people and capable of enforce- 
ment !—TI think the permit system could have been enforced. Of course no law can be 
enforced so that it will never be violated. But if the provisions of the permit system 
had been restricted to the original intention of the Legislature’ in granting the law they 
could have been strictly enforced. 

21—23** 
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36885. Have you thought of the question of the total prohibition of the manufac- 
ture, importation and sale of alcoholic liquors for beverage purposes, and if so, what are 
your views of the practicability of enforcing such a law and as to its effects ?—I cannot 
say I have made any particular study of it, but I have thought of it. I believe if alco- 
holic liquors could be completely excluded from the country as regards their manufac- 
ture and sale, such a law could be very well enforced. 

36886. When you say “completely excluded” you mean in the degree laws generally 
are observed !— Yes. 

36887. Have you thought about the question of granting compensation to brewers 
and distillers in the event of the enactment of such a ‘law 2 sro 

36888. What is your view on that matter +—My idea is that when aman has a 
license to manufacture or sell liquor, he knows that it may be taken away from him any 
moment, and at all events he has no right to it after the end of the term. I look upon 
the licensee as particularly privileged ; he has a privilege above the rest of his fellow men. 

36889. You think that every man who applies for a liquor license can not obtain 
one, nor can every man who wants a license to manufacture !—These men knew what 
was before them when they entered the business. It is not asif they were led into 
something or compelled to make some expenditure of which they could not foresee the 
end. This was only a privilege accorded them from year to year, and it was in the power 
of the Legislature to terminate the arrangement at the end of any year and leave the 
licensees without licenses. It was with full knowledge of the facts that these men 
entered the business, and they must take the consequences if it became a question of 
doing away with the traffic in order to benefit the country. It might be right to com- 
pensate them as a matter of expediency, but I do not think they have any right to be 
compensated. 

36890. You think it might pay the country to recompense those men as a matter 
of expediency rather than have the drink continue to be sold t— Yes. 


By Judge McDonald : 


36891. You spoke of brewers and distillers being licensed only for one year. Do you 
know that there is an enactment ir regard to brewers and distillers, requiring them to 
keep liquor on hand for a certain number of years before they sell it /—Yes, I know 
there is. 

36892. Do you consider that to be a year to year business ?—In the case of manu- 
facture it might not be so. 

36893. It was in regard to cases of manufacture you were asked, and you were not 
asked in regard to retail licenses. In the case of statutory provisions and regulations 
requiring certain machinery to be put into distilleries or certain changes made in their 
apparatus, do you think in the event of the trade being closed up, the owners should be 
compensated for that loss of plant and machinery _No, for although the law requires a 
party if he wishes to make liquor to do certain things, the law says if you wish to 
carry on this business, it will give you permission to do so, but will retain the right to 
take it away from you, and you enter upon it on your own responsibility. 

36894. You think that applies to manufacturers /— Yes. 

36895. You are a student of law, I believe ?—Yes. 

36896. Have you noticed in the law that any applicant for a license requires to 
obtain the signatures of a certain number of persons in the neighbourhood betore he can 
enter upon his business /—Yes. 

36897. Does that same course require to be taken year after year ?—I do not think 
that it does. 

36898. What inference do you draw from that: is it that when a man has obtained 
his license and is in the business, he is allowed to remain in it so long as he continues 

to obey the law /--It is the same in all positions. If I give a man a “good character it 
remains until he shows that it should be taken away from him, and anybody can enter 
a protest against a license being granted to a licensee. 

36899. You are a prohibitionist on principle, I suppose ?— Yes. 

36900. Do you think it isa wrong thing to sell liquor ?—I could not sell liquor 
conscientiously. 

GrorGE WILLIAM Brown. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES. 355 


36901. Do you think it is wrong to drink liquor !—TI could not do so conscientiously. 

36902. Do you think it is wrong to license the sale of liquor ?—Yes. 

36903. You think it is wrong in principle ?—I do. 

36904. You think there would be no particular difficulty in enforcing a general 
prohibitory law in this country, if such a measure were passed ?—I think there is diffi- 
culty in enforcing any law. 

36905. Do you think it would be more difficult to enforce a general prohibitory law 
than any other law ?—Some laws are harder to enforce than others. 

36906. Do you think it would be more difficult to enforce a general prohibitory law ? 


-—=No, I do not, 


36907. Name any other law that would be as hard to enforce ? 
laws ; they are broken every day. 

36908. You put them in the same category /—I name those as laws that are broken 
every day. 

36909. You put them in the same category /—I naine these as laws that are broken 
every day. ; 

36910. Do you think it is impossible to enforce the game laws !—I think they can- 
not be enforced. 

36911. In the whole, or only as regards some provision ?—In the main. 

36912. What was the principal business of the North-west Mounted Police before 
the license law came into force !—To maintain order generally throughout the Terri- 
tories. 

36913. In connection with what—what was their principal duty ?—The largest 
part of their duty was the enforcement of the permit system. 

36914. By whom were they employed ?!—By the Dominion Government. 

36915. Were they paid by the Dominion generally !—Yes. 

36916. How large is the force !—The force consists, I think, of over 1,000 men. 
In the early days of the permit system there were about 500 men, but later on there 
were upwards of 1,000 men. 

36917. The population of the Territories increased during that time ?—Yes, about 
in the same proportion as the police did. 

36918. So it was found necessary to increase the strength of the Mounted Police? 
—Yes. 

36919. The force had to be increased to enforce the prohibitory law more effect- 
ually ?—-I think the increase in the Mounted Police was not owing to the permit sys- 
tem. The force was increased when the rebellion of 1885 took place, and I consider it 
was more on account of the state of affairs at that time, because the force had been 
diminished until there were only about 700 or 800 men on the force. 

36920. We will take the number as 700 or 800. Do you think that without their 
aid you could easily have enforced the permit system ?—I do not think it was necessary 
to have nearly so many men to enforce it. 

36921. You think the people could easily enforce a prohibitory law ?—TI think it 
could be enforced. 

36922. Do you think that the police or you are able to form a more correct opinion ! 
Take the officers, with ten or fifteen years experience, do you think they are better 
judges than you in regard to the practicability of enforcing a general prohibitory law? 
—They should know. 

36923. Then you think their experience is greater than yours?!—As to the 
practicability, we have the same opportunities to observe the working of the law. 

36924. You think you have the same opportunities as they have over the whole 
Territory /—Yes, because these men are sent away and are stationed at particular places, 
and are kept there. 

36925. Are there no changes from place to place !/—Yes. 

36926. And do not the officers travel about from place to place !—Yes. 

36927. And you think your experience in judging how far it would be practicable 
to enforce a general prohibitory law is as wide as theirs !—We are living at the centre 
of population, and see more people here than they do in any other part of the country. 
To a certain extent we have the opportunity of judging all over the whole country. 

21—23)** 
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36928. Then your chances, you think, are as good as theirs for forming an opinion. 
Perhaps you think they are better, as you live at the centre ?—They are better in some 
ways. 

36929. If your conclusions and the conclusions arrived at by the officers of the force 
differ, you think yours would be more likely to be correct !—I do, certainly. 

36930. You have the Legislature sitting at Regina ?—Yes. . 

36931. It is made up of members from all parts of the country /—Yes. 

36932. That Legislature enacted a license law ?—Yes. 

36933. Do you think your observation as to what would be best for the country, 
license or prohibition, is apt to be more in accord with the judgment of the people than 
that of the members of the Legislature /—Take the Legislature as a whole, they should 
know ; but you have to consider first whether they are in sympathy with the thing. 

36934. They are the representatives of the people, I believe, and it is a question 
whether they would be able to understand the people’s sentiment as a whole better than 
you would !—They certainly should be able to do so. 

36935. They have given expression to their own convictions by enacting a license 
law, have they not /—Yes. 

36936. Have you had anything to do with the enforcement of the law /—No. 

36937. I think you have spoken of seeing more drunkenness on the streets sinve 
the license law came into force. Have you called the attention of the authorities to 
this fact ?—No, because it occurs right on the streets. 

36938. Have you taken any steps to check it ?—No. 

36939. Do you think the men in the traftic here break the provisions of the license 
law /—When I spoke of the effects of the law, I did not say that the people in the traffic 
broke the law. 

36940, Do you think they break the law ?—I cannot prove it. 

36941. Have you reason to believe they do?—I do not know that they do. 

36942. You do not know where the parties whom you saw under the influence of 
liquor procured that liquor —A great many of those who have acted unseemly on the 
streets have procured it illegally, of course. 

36943. You know that as a fact !—Yes. 

36944. Do you know where they get it /—I have no idea where they get it. I have 
seen them around the hotels and have seen them drinking ; I saw them last night. I 
saw several men fighting, and the police came in and took them out. I have not to go 
very far to prove that, for there are three men in the lock-up. 

36945. Do you know anything of the use of pain-killer, eau de Cologne and such 
compounds for beverage purposes?—They were used frequently, in the early days 
especially. 

36946. Do you know anything of the character of the liquor smuggled in from the 
United States /—No, I know nothing as to that. 

36947. You have spoken of the Lieutenant-Governor having become a bar-tender 
for the Territories ?—I said it was the same as if he was a dispenser of liquor. 

36948. Do you know that the Lieutenant-Governor made it a rule, in issuing per- 
mits, to require a recommendation from a gentleman of high position ?—Yes. 

36949. Do you know any other system he could have adopted ?—I think the issuing 
of the permits for beverage purposes was the exercise of a power beyond what the 
Government had any idea of placing in his hands. 

36950. You say that he acted on the recommendation of leading people !—I do not 
know exactly the men who made the recommendations, but it was generally understood 
that the recommendations were made by different members of the Legislature. That 
was the difficulty. 

36951. That they were members of the Legislature /—Yes. The difficulty was in 
this way, that if members of the Legislature asked for permits and were refused, that 
action might have a result on the next election. .A man would be to a large extent 
biassed and influenced in making recommendations by the very fact that they repre- 
sented constituencies and that elections might be affected in this way. 

36952. Would not the fact that a member of the Legislature was refused a permit 
rally the prohibitionists round him in his constituency ?—I do not know that it would. 

GrorGE WILLIAM Brown. 
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36953. Take you, yourself, as a student of law and an observer of men, have you 
ever considered this question: Whether the fact that a member of the local Legislature 
giving these recommendations, the fact of the central Government increasing the num- 
ber of permits, the fact that there was all the time a lessening of the prohibitive part of 
the system, would indicate that the people in the Territories were in favour of the freer 
use of liquors for beverage purposes !—I do not think it was any evidence of the growth 
of that sentiment, because we have always been refused a plebiscite. 

36954. You are a student of law, and as such it would not be unfair to ask you 
this question : Is a plebiscite consistent with the principles of British legislation ?— No, 
it is not. ; 

36955. Might not that fact have influenced the Legislature and men who have 
studied the principles of British legislation, in refusing a plebiscite ?—I believe so, but 
although I have conversed with many, I never heard it brought forward before as an 
argument against granting a plebiscite, not at all events until the subject was brought 
before the Assembly and discussed generally. From conversations I have had with a 
great many of the members, it appeared that a great many of the members were opposed 
to it. 

36956. Can you say how it occurred that with this sentiment existing in favour of 
prohibition and of having a plebiscite, the members returned to the Legislature were 
not in favour of it?—Yes. The reason was that the temperance men had not the same 
interest in this as had the liquor men. I am a temperance man and do not drink liquor. 
I have no particular interest in the question. My interests are in the bettering of my 
country and city. JI may be wrong in my View, but that is why I do it. 

36957. How many were liquor men before they were licensed ?—They were smug- 
glers. 

36958. Were there very few ?—I suppose there were a great many. 

36959. Do you mean to tell us that such men would influence the legislators of the 
country /—It was generally done. 

36960. It was supposed. te be done to a great extent ?—Yes. 

36961. How do you know they influence the Legislature ’—Every man has his 
influence, 

36962. If these men were smugglers, how do you suppose they could influence the 
members of the Legislature ?—A man who wanted to drink liquor had a far greater 
interest than another man. They appeared to have greater influence than the temper- 
ance men because they had more at stake, the temperance men having nothing but their 
principles. 

36963. What had the man who drinks at stake ?—The desire to drink. 

36964. You think that one would desire to drink and the other would not ?—Yes. 

36965. Do you believe that the sentiment in favour of drinking was stronger than 
the sentiment in favour of temperance !—The men drank red ink. 

36966. Do you mean to tell us that the majority of the people were old topers ? 
—No. 

36967. Can you understand, for to me it is inexplicable, why the people, if they 
were in favour of temperance, and you say the majority were, allowed a license law to 
be énacted ?—As I said before, they had not the personal interest to make them work 
together and reorganize. 

36968. You have told us that the vested interest was that of the smuggler /—In 
this case it was men who expected to make money out of liquor brought into the 
country. 

36969. That is to say, that men who expected to make money out of license were 
stronger in influence and exercised more power than the men in favour of temperance ? 
—I do not think their influence was stronger, but they exercised their influence; I do 
not think their influence is as strong. 

36970. That is your explanation as to how the Legislature came to be favourable to 
a license law ’—Yes. 

36971. Then that influence is pretty strong in the Territories /—Yes, it has been 
exercised strongly. 

36972. It has a stronger influence, I presume ?—Certainly. 
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36973. How does it come to be stronger, owing to the fact that it is going to be 
wiped out /—One reason is that some men are anxious to get drink. 

36974. Then there must be a large number who want to get liquor in the Terri- 
tories !—Yes. 

36975. We have been told by one witness that in his constituency at Moose Jaw the 
sentiment was in favour of prohibition. Yet both candidates were license men, and 
the temperance men did not bring out a candidate, but voted personally as between 
those two men. Do you know whether that was the case in any other section of the 
country ?—In some places both men were prohibitionists and in others both liquor men. 

36976. How many prohibitionists were there in the Legislature when the license 
bill came up and was submitted !—I do not know. 

36977. What is the total number of Members in the Legislature !—Twenty-six. 

36978. How many voted against the license law !—I do not know. 

36979. Have you any idea, approximately ?—I have an idea that there were six or 
seven prohibitionists. 

36980. Six or seven out of twenty-six members !—There were about that number. 

by Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


36981. Did you observe whether after the introduction of the four per cent beer 
plan that plenty of four per cent beer permits were issued /—The four per cent beer 
people were always in favour of having a license law ; that is so far as I met with them 
and conversed with them. 

36982. Their inclination was in that direction and was towards that end !—Yes. 


JOHN R. C. HONEYMAN, of Regina, journalist, on being duly sworn, deposed 


as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


36983. How long have you resided in Regina !—I came to this country in 1885. 

36984. Where did you come from ?—From Scotland. 

36985. Were you connected with the North-west Mounted Police?—Yes; I was 
five years on the force. 

36986. During that time was it part of your duty to try and enforce the prohibitory 
system !— Yes. ; 

36987. From your knowledge, did the police do their work with diligence and faith- 
fully endeavour to carry out the law ?—They would not go out of their way to look for 
violations. If liquor came under their notice, they would endeavour to enforce the law, 
but the sentiment of the force was against going out of the way to obtain convictions 
against people. 

36988. Why was that the case ?—They felt it was a sort of underhand thing to do. 

36989. Did they faithfully patrol the country /—Yes. 

36990. Did they try to prevent smuggling ?—Yes. 

36991. And it was the right of search they did not care to exercise unless they 
were compelled to do so, I suppose !—Exactly. 

36992. But so far as preventing liquor coming into the country, they acted with 
vigilance ?—Yes. 

36993. What was your experience: was there much smuggling !—I never had 
occasion to see any myself, but I was in the Commissioner’s office, and I know there was 
a lot of smuggling, especially in the west. There were illicit stills also. One was at 
Moose Jaw—at least I heard of one there, and one at Battleford. There was a seizure 
made about a year ago. 


by Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


36994, You say you are a journalist ?—Yes; I am with the Regina Leader. 
36995, That is Mr. Davin’s paper !—Yes, I am a reporter on it. 
sEORGE WILLIAM Brown. 
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DUNCAN CAMERON, of Regina, sewing machine agent, on being duly sworn, 
deposed as follows :— 


by Judge McDonald : 


36996. How long have you resided in Regina ?—14 years next June. 

36997. Where did you reside before that /—In Elgin County, near St. Thomas, 
Ontario. 

36998. Were you there when the Scott Act was in force ?—It worked fairly well. 

36999. The Act was subsequently repealed, I believe ’—Yes. 

37000. How did you find the prohibitory system work in the North-west !—I think 
there was a great deal less outside drinking than there is now. 

37001. Than there is under the license law !—Yes. 

37002. Are you a prohibitionist in principle /— Yes. 

37003, Are you opposed to the licensing of the traffic ?— Yes. 

37004. Do you consider it wrong to license it ?—I do. 

37005. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, that is a law to 
prohibit the manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage 
purposes, would you favour the payment of compensation to brewers and distillers for their 
loss of plant and machinery !—I do not think so, for if I started a business, I would 
not expect the Government afterwards to pay me compensation. 

37006. Suppose you started a business, and Parliament subsequently passed a law 
declaring that you should cease that business, do you think it would be right that you 
should be compensated for loss of plant and machinery?—No. The Government has 
done the like before. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


37007. Have you observed how the permit system worked since you came to this 
country /—Considerably. 

37008. How ?—I have seen permits used more than once ; that is they use the 
stubbs for protection. I have seen liquor brought in on them. 

37009. You have travelled in the country a good deal, I suppose ?— Yes. 

37010. Have you observed how the license system is working; whether it is an 
improvement on the old system ?—It is certainly not an improvement on the old system, 
for there is a great deal more drinking going on, and you hear parties saying, “I wish 
there was no liquor to be got.” They say that after they get through with their spree. 

37011. You hear that the country through }-—Yes. 

37012. You think that some men who drink would rather not have liquor ?— 
Decidedly ; they say so at all events. 

37013. You believe that drinking has increased under the present system ?—In 
the towns it has decidedly increased. I have travelled 100 miles east to west and 80 
north to south. 

37014. Do you believe from your observation and from the character of the people, 
that prohibition, with the permit system, could be enforced ?—So far as the country is 
concerned, there would be no trouble at all; any trouble which might occur would be 
in the towns. 

37015. From coming into contact with the people, which you necessarily do as an 
agent, have you any reason to believe that if a plebiscite had been taken there would 
have been a majority in favour of prohibition !—If the temperance people had organized 
themselves well there would have been a big majority in favour of a plebiscite. Still they 
might not organize themselves, for the reason that the temperance people generally fail 
in that way. If they did so, the verdict might be reversed. 

37016. Then you think the result would depend on their organization ?/—Yes, and 
on the amount of energy they used. 

37017. Did the liquor traffic organize against prohibition /—Yes, and will do so 
as long as there are dollars and cents in the traffic. 

37018. Do you believe the strength of the traffic isin the profit got from it /—Yes, 
I believe that. 
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37019. What was your observation of the license law in Ontario; did it work well? 
—No. I have seen too much drinking under the license law and too such drunkenness 
under the Scott Act. I saw the Scott Act in operation in a little town called Alliston, 
and every hotel kept at least half a barrel of beer. Under the Scott Act when any one 
got drunk the sellers took care of the men and saw them taken home, and did not leave 
them out in the cold to freeze during the winter weather. 


By Judge McDonald - 


37020. Was there more drinking in the houses under the old system !—I could not 
say that. I know that after the closing hours of the hotels, the wholesale dealers keep 
open for them. 

37021. Is that so that the people can get liquor !—Yes. I have seen three bottles 
among two men in their room, and the men would be drunk most of Sunday. 

37022. Did you notice under the old law that people got a quantity of liquor in by 
permit and kept on drinking it until it was all consumed /—Yes, I noticed that too. 

37023. You think in the rural districts there would be no trouble in enforcing a 
prohibitory law !—Yes. 

37024. Has it been part of the duty of the Mounted Police to enforce the Jaw in 
the rural districts !—Certainly. 

37025. How would you meet the difficulty of smuggling under a prohibitory law !— 
I believe there would be very little smuggling in the country places. 

37026. Was there not smuggling under the permit system ?—We stopped it. There 
are many men who are afraid to break a law, but let the law once be broken or let the 
Government break the law, then it becomes almost legal to do so. 

37027. The Government did not smuggle in liquor. I am asking if smuggling had 
to be kept down by the police force, how would you hope to prevent it under a prohibi- 
tory law ?—So far as I am concerned I do not believe there would be any smuggling. 

37028. You think that if there was a prohibitory law enacted the people would fall 
right into the way of observing it !—Yes, so far as the country is concerned, but I know 
there would be trouble in the towns. 

37029. How do you account for the fact that the members returned to the North- 
west Legislature were in favour of adopting a license law?—I cannot account for it 
directly, but I know generally what are my feelings and I generally act according to 
them, and I find that other people generally do the same. If I elect a man under 
disguise, who says he will be in favour of prohibition and at the same time is a drinker, 
T find that he generally goes with his party. 

37030. But take, for instance, Moose Jaw. There both candidates were license 
men and the temperance men did not bring out a candidate. How do you account for 
the fact that so many candidates were elected in favour of a license law? Can you ac- 
count for it?—I can to a certain extent. We will take the case of an informer, which I 
have been. I went and informed, and the members of the church I go to looked upon 
me as an informer. 

37031. They looked upon you with contempt ?— Yes. 

37032. Because you informed against men who broke the law ?— Yes. 

37033. Were those church members temperance men ?—No, they were not. 

37034. You believe that most of the people in the Territories are friends of prohibi- 
tion /—Yes, outside the towns, but there is a difference in the towns. 

37035. In the towns I suppose there is a large number !/—Quite a large number. 

37036. That being the case those people surely would look upon you with contempt 
as being an informer—I refer to people favourable to prohibition. Were the people 
who looked upon you with contempt favourable to prohibition ?— Yes. 

37037. With a large section of the towns favourable to prohibition and the people 
in the rural districts favourable to it, how do you account for candidates getting elected 
who favoured a license law ?—I do not know. 

37038. Is it not inexplicable ?—Yes. 

37039. It certainly seems to be inexplicable, if the sentiment of the people is as you 
say it is ?—I fully believe the sentiment is that way. It isa matter of dollars and cents 
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with a good many men. I believe the permit system was (I was going to put it pretty 
strongly) directly in opposition to temperance principles. 

37040. It has been stated before the Commissioners that the Lieutenant-Governor 
generally acted on the recommendation of leading men or of Members of the Legislature 
in granting permits ?—I have no doubt he did. 

37041. That being the case, why did notthe party favourable to prohibition put 
forward candidates and elect them to the Legislature instead of electing members favour- 
able to a license law ?—So long as the people have the trattic before them and it is legal- 
ized by law—for the people are a law-abiding people—they will consider it right to a 
certain extent to use liquor, and it is pretty hard to break down a law on those grounds. 
Of course the people say that this or that man drinks. I know parties up there who 
drink and get the worse of liquor. 

37042. You say that both were candidates for the Legislature and they got the 
worse of liquor and were both drinking men !—They are both license men. 

37043. With the license candidates running, could not a prohibitionist have been 
elected, running as a third candidate !—No. 

37044. Why ?—Because they were not organized. 

37045, Then the election of license men was really because the temperance people 
did not organize and bring outa candidate /—Yes. 

37046. Did those interested in the liquor business organize and bring out candi- 
dates !—Yes. 

37047. Can you explain in any way about the liquor men organizing and _ bringing 
out candidates ?—The influence of the liquor men and their organization is directed 
to obtaining licenses. 

37048. And the temperance men voted for such candidates ?’—Yes, I am sorry to 
say I voted for one of the two candidates who favoured license, which I will never do 
again if I live to be as old as Methusalah. 

37049. It is stated that one of the candidates did not drink !—Then I am wrongly 
informed. 

37050. It is stated that one of the candidates, I repeat, did not drink. I stated 
what I have heard. I know one and have seen him drinking. | 


A gentleman present, who said he was the editor of the Moose Jaw Zimes, arose 
and said :— 

I have heard the statement of the witness, and in reply I wish to say that his as- 
sertion in regard to both of the gentlemen who were candidates at the last election, is not 


correct. 
37051. WITNESS—I withdraw that part of my statement. 


The Commission adjourned, to meet at Calgary, November 7. 
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CALGARY, November 7, 1892. 
The Royal Commission on the Liquor Traffic met here to-day. 


Present : 


JupGe McDonaup. Rey. Dr. McLeop. 


Jupeg—e McDONALD, in opening the proceedings, said: I have to announce that. 
the sitting of the Royal Commission on the Liquor Traffic is now open for business. 
Her Majesty’s Royal commission, under the great seal of the Dominion, was read at 
Winnipeg, and so the reading may be dispensed with here. I may repeat the statement 
made at other places, that the Commissioners on entering upon the discharge of their 
duties unanimously agreed that drunkenness is an evil, and therefore we do not desire to 
get evidence on that point. The evidence the Commissioners desire is of a more practi- 
cal kind, viz., in connection with the license law and its working, as compared with 
prohibition in places where the latter system has been in operation, and other matters 
of a like nature. Following the practice adopted by the Commissioners, we will now 
proceed to take the evidence of the Mayor of the town. 


ALEXANDER LUCAS, of Calgary, financial and real estate agent, on being duly 


sworn, deposed as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald : 


37052. I understand you are Mayor of Calgary !—I am. 

37053. Is this a town or a city ?—It is a town under an Ordinance of the North- 
west Territories. 

37054. How large a municipal body is here?—There are six councillors and a 
Mayor. 

37055, Are they all elected by the people !/—Yes. 

37056. How long have you held the position of Mayor !—Since June, 1893. 

37057. Are you elected for a year 1—Yes. 

37058. How long have you resided in the Territories /—Since 1886. 

37059. Have you lived all that time in Calgary ?—Yes. 

37060. Did you come here from one of the other provinces?—I came here jfrom 
Lambton County, Ontario. 

37061. When you left there in 1886, what system was in force, license or prohibi- 
tion /—I am inclined to think it was prohibition. 

37062. The Scott Act had been passed ; do you know whether it had been enforced 
or not !—Yes, I think it was enforced. 

37063. Are you able to speak concerning the working of the Scott Act /—Not very 
much. I was there occasionally. There were many complaints and prosecutions for 
illegal selling. 

37064. Do you mean at Lambton !—Yes, at that time. 

37065. You observed that when you made occasional visits there /—Yes, 

37066. You are aware that the Act was subsequently repealed /—Yes. 
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37067. Then you came to the North-west Territories and found prohibition and a 
permit system in force here /—Yes. 

37068. What were your impressions of its working?’—You could get all the liquor 
you wanted if you paid 20 cents a glass for it. 

37069. Where could you get it !—In saloons in the town. 

37070. Were there many of them /—I heard it reported that there were 13 different 
saloons in Calgary when I came here in 1886, although I do not know it to be so for a 
fact. 

37071. You say the strong liquor was 20 cents a glass /— Yes. 

37072. What was the kind of liquor used, was it pure or adulterated ?—I could not 
say about that. I heard that it was adulterated, and also that it was first-class. 

37073. Was the sale open ?—Not as a rule; the door was locked with a spring 
lock. 

37074. How did you obtain admittance ?—You rapped at the door and were ad- 
mitted into a room where there was nothing to sell. If you were acquainted with the 
proprietor of the place, you were served there. 

37075. How long did that state of things continue ?—For a couple of years. 

37076. Then what happened ?—There appeared to be a total cessation of any efforts 
to enforce the law. Saloons ran openly, and there were a great many of them. 

37077. Was liquor openly sold ?—Yes. 

37078. Was the price reduced from 50 cents !— Yes, it came down to 25 cents. 

37079. While the liquor was the same, some good and some bad ?— Yes. 

37080. How long did that state of things continue !— Until the introduction of the 
license system. 

37081. How many places have you in Calgary that are licensed ?/—The Inspector 
will be able to give you the exact number. 

37082. Taking Calgary as it was under the old 8¥stem and as it is now, have you 
noticed any change in regard to the maintenance of order in the town !—I do not think 
there is any change ; the people are just as law-abiding now as they were then. 

37083. What about disorders in the streets and matters of that kind ?—I do not 
think there is much difference. There is a little more drunkenness. 

37084. It is more open, I suppose, the sellers do not keep them hidden as they 
did ?—_No. 

37085. Do you know anything in regard to matters outside the town !—Not per- 
sonally ; I do not travel much in the country. 

37086. It has been stated in other places that eau de Cologne, pain-killer and such 
liquids were used as beverages. Have you any knowledge of that fact ?—I have heard 
it reported that such things were used previous to 1886. 

37087. Taking Calgary from the time you have known it, could not and did not 
the people take such liquids in place of whisky, if they could not get it?—They could 
get all they wanted for 50 cents a glass—at the rate of $2.50 and $5 per bottle. 

37088. Judging from your observation, did the people engaged in the traffic make 
money /— Yes. 

37089. You believe they did so !—Yes. 

37090. Was that their only means of living?/—That was all the means of living 
they had, I think. 

37091. How do you find the license law work, as a citizen. Does it appear to work 
satisfactorily or otherwise !—I think it works satisfactorily. 

37092. Are there any suggestions you desire to offer to the Commission in regard 
to improvements in the license law ?—The only suggestion I could offer would be this, 
that bars should be public, that they should be placed i in front rooms, with glass win- 
dows, and the curtains should be kept up during the prohibited hours, so that any person 
walking on the streets, such, for example, as the Inspector, could see whether any one 
was in the room or not. 

37093. You would have sale confined to a room fronting on a public street /—Yes, 
and open to the public view. 

37094. In 1886 was this town a station for the Mounted Police !— Yes. 
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37095. Suppose a prohibitory law were enacted, a law prohibiting the manufacture, 
importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes, would you deem it 
right that brewers and distillers should be compensated for their loss of plant and 
machinery ?—Yes, if it were a prohibitory law that would prohibit. 

37096. That is a law which would close up the business !— Yes. 

37097. Do you doubt that such law would have that effect /—I doubt the ability to 
enforce such a law. 

37098. In the North-west Territories !—Yes, that is for partial prohibition ; pro- 
hibition for the whole Dominion might be enforced. 

37099. Have you reason to believe that any illicit sale takes place in Calgary !—I 
do not think there is now. 

37100. Taking the number of places that existed before the license law came into 
operation and the number now, which would be the greater ?—There was a greater 
number previously. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


37101. Did the saloons to which you have referred continue after the license system 
came in ’—I think there were 10 or 12 at a time; sometimes more and sometimes less. 

37102. Was there no machinery then to prevent this illicit sale!—Very little that 
you could see. 

37103. Were the prosecutions carried on mainly by the Mounted Police !—Yes. 

37104. Have you reason to believe that the Mounted Police did their duty, or was 
it done only occasionally ?—-I believe to a certain extent they did their duty. Of course 
it depends entirely on what they considered their duty to be. 

37105. Did they do their duty in closing up illicit places and in prosecuting ?—I 
think they did. = 

37106. I think you said you thought there was more drinking now than previously? 
—That is the opinion at which I arrived from my observation. 

37107. Has your police force been increased of late years /—No. 

37108. What is the strength of the force ?—The Chief and two men. 

37109. Do you preside at the police court ?—During this summer I have done so. 

37110. What are the offences or charges generally brought before the court ’— 
Drunkenness. 

37111. Are there many convictions for drunkenness ?—I suppose there is an average 
of two or three per week. 

37112. Are the police instructed to take up those drunken people who are disorderly? 
—Only those who are disorderly or incapable. 

37113. Then if a man is quiet and going home, he is allowed to go home !—Yes. 

37114. Are you able tu say whether drunkenness has been more prevalent of late 
years than before?—No. I was acting as Magistrate, but I never looked over the 
records. 

37115. I suppose the records of the police court would show this ?—I think that the 
Chief will be able to give you the figures from his books. 

37116. I suppose your predecessor acted as Magistrate when he was Mayor !—No 
he did not. 

37117. Who was the Magistrate ?—Mr. George Murdock acted as Magistrate. 
There is no Police Magistrate, neither is the Mayor the Magistrate by virtue of his 
office, but he has to be specially appointed. Mr. Murdock was acting Magistrate. 

37118. The license system came into force on Ist May, and we have heard that 
licenses were granted here before that. Can you explain whether that statement is 
correct !—The people were to sell temperance drinks. 

37119. How many such places were allowed ?—I could not give you the correct 
figures. 

37120. Do you know whether the sellers confined themselves to such liquors, or did 
they sell intoxicants? Were any prosecuted for selling intoxicants /—Some were, but 
not many. 

37121, Have you reason to believe that there is sale after hours and on Sundays 
here now ?—I have no personal knowledge of it. 
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37122. Have you, as Mayor of the town, any impression that there is?—I think 
one of them does, but not to a great extent. 

37123, Have those parties been prosecuted !—No. I think there have been some 
cases, but they have not come before me and are not of partiesinthe town. I think the 
licensees are living up to the law in Calgary ; at least most of them are, pretty strictly. 

37124. As to the question of prohibition, you think the old system did not pro- 
hibit ?—No, not a particle ; it was no good. 

37125. Was that because of the indiscriminate issue of permits !—No, I think that 
had very little to do with it. 

37126. Were the permits issued quite freely !—Yes, during the last two years they 
were issued to a great extent. 

37127. Do you know whether permits were issued to men in the trade, I mean in 
the illicit selling of liquor?—-I do not think so. 

37128. How did they get their liquor ?—By secret shipment, by smuggling and so on. 

37129. We have been informed that a man would get a permit for five or ten gallons 
and that he would get in 30 or 40 fellows; the liquor would be held on the stub of the 
permit, and so long as the quantity on hand did not exceed what was specified on the 
stub he was safe—the stub standing between him and prosecution. Do you know 
whether that was the case in Calgary or not !—Yes, I have been informed that the 
decision of the Court was that the man was protected by the stub, if he had not a 
larger quantity than was specified. 

37130. Could any one examine into how he got it ?—It rested with the prosecution 
to show that he got it illegally. 

37131. Do you believe that there were men who did sell illicitly and who got their 
liquor (of course they smuggled more or less of it) in by permit, and they used the pro- 
tection of the permit for an indefinite length of time ?—I believe a great many of those 
who sold through saloons kept a quantity for selling behind the bar in such a position 
that it might be noticed and seized, but I do not believe one-tenth or one-twenty-fifth 
part of the liquor came in on permits. It was smuggled and kept hidden and sold when 
they had an opportunity. 

37132. Was it protected by the stubs !—Yes, to the extent of the stubs held. 

37133. I suppose they were careful never to have a quantity exceeding the quantity 
specified on the permit !—They never had more than the quantity specified. 

37134. Speaking of the question of prohibition in a large way, you have expressed 
an opinion about compensation. Do you believe a general prohibitory law, that is a law 
prohibiting the manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for “beverage 
purposes, could be fairly well enforced ?—Judging from my experience in the North-west 
Territories, I do not believe so. The attempt was made to prohibit the manufacture 
and sale and there were 1,000 police in these Territories and patrolling the country, and 
yet we know that carload after carload of liquor came into the country. 

37135. Do you believe the police force were as vigilant as they might have been? 
—TI believe the profits made out of the business were such that the dealers could afford 
to get liquor in. ; 

37136. Do you think that if there was a prohibitory law for the whole country, 
fairly well enforced, it would be productive of benefit —If you could pass a prohibitory 
law that could prohibit, I believe it would bea benefit to the country. 

37137. Have you observed whether the drink trade, as carried on in the Territories, 
has had an injurious effect on the business of the Territories and upon social conditions 
and home life ?—I do not think to any greaterextent than in any other part of the country. 


By Judge McDonald : 


37138. Do you know that latterly under the permit system the police made it a 
point to cancel the stub which they found at the time of delivery ?— Yes. 

37139. So this cancellation did away with the system of which you have spoken ?— 
es. 

37140. I understood you to say that drinking had increased under license !—It is 
drunkenness that has increased—it is more apparent. As to the consumption, I do not 
know ; I do not think it has increased. 
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37141. Then you do not think drinking has increased ?—No. 

37142. But drunkenness has increased ; at all events, it is more apparent ?— Yes. 

37143. You have spoken of the men ‘who used the stubs of permits until the 
police adopted the system of cancellation. The sellers, you believe, had a larger stock 
of liquor hidden somewhere that they could bring forward as occasion required 1—Yes. 

37144. Then only part of their stock was exposed /—Yes. 

37145. Do you know whether liquor was brought in secreted in different kinds of 
packages, in barrels of rice and sugar ?—Yes ; I know a number of seizures were made 
of packages concealed in sugar, salt and apples. 

37146. Do you know whether the police used borers with which they bored into 
the packages /—I have heard of them having them in Regina, and of their boring into 
packages and barrels and examining them. 

37147. Have you known of occasions in which carloads of cases of liquor were 
brought in, and when the police bored into them to ascertain whether the liquor was four 
per cent beer or not, it was found to be stronger liquor ?—Yes, I have heard so. 

37148. You have given your opinion of a prohibitory law. I wish to ask you as 
Mayor of this town a question on another line. You are depending for the settlement 
of the country on immigration, I suppose !—Yes. 

37149. And that immigration is chiefly from the countries of Europe !—Yes, partly. 

37150. I will read you a quotation from a book recently written upon your country. 
It is a work written by Mr. Warburton Pike, entitled: ‘The Barren Ground of 
Northern Canada.”—I know him. 

37151. This book was published by McMillan & Co., in London and New York. 
The author makes the following remark in regard to the prohibitory law in the North- 
west Territories : 


‘¢ At the present day the Prohibition Act orders that even the white man of the North-west 
must be temperate, ther eby causing whisky to be dear and bad, but plentiful withal. It is surpr ising 
how such a law exists in a country where the white | men not only want drink but do drink in open 
defiance of the commands of a motherly Government.’ 


T have read you that statement as expressing the opinion of a stranger. Do you 
agree with his views ?—I do. 

37152. That is in regard to the particular district to which the writer is referring !— 
Wess. happened to bring that gentleman from the Calgary country to the AAS in 
my own rig. His experiences eae more with the country north than with the Calgary 
district. 

37153. I was not aware that you had any knowledge of him. He further says :— 


“Tn the month of June, 1889, I left Calgary for a drive of 200 miles to Edmonton. It is the 
starting point for the great northern country controlled by the Hudson Bay Company, and with the 
exception of the scattered trading posts and an occasional Protestant and Roman Catholic mission, 
the country is entirely given up “to what it was ev idently intended for, a hunting ground for the 
Indians.” 


I suppose in those days the country was scarcely settled !—Yes ; it has been settled 
not very long. 

37154. His great object was to shoot and kill the moose ox ?—Yes. 

37155. Miles north of Great Salt Lake ?—Yes. 

37156. I wish to ask you as a citizen, knowing the class of people who emigrate 
from the old country and settle here, whether you can form an opinion on this point : 

taking the country as it is and knowing the laws as existing, would you be apt to get a 
larger emigration from the mother country of a good kind into this section of country 
with a prohibitory law in force or with a license law !—I have no knowledge or any 
means of knowing, except from the people who do come here. 

37157. Are “they people with prohibition sentiments /—No. I should say 75 per 
cent of them were people who had always been able to get their beer or whisky when 
they wanted. 

37158. Are they people who partake in moderation of such liquors ?—Yes. 

37159. They are not intemperate people ?—No. 
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37160. Do you think that those people to whom you have referred are a good class 
of people, law-abiding and sober !—Yes. 

37161. Such as you, as a public man, would like to encourage and bring to the 
country in increasing numbers?!—Yes. We have during the last month through our 
office brought in 150 people from Washington Territory and Idaho in the United States, 
a great many of whom were Canadians. 

37162. Does the same statement apply to them as applied to the immigrants from 
the old country !—I fancy so. The old country people seem to be fond of their beer 
while the Americans drink more whisky. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


37163. How long was Mr. Pike in the country /—From his conversation, I should 
think about two or three years in the northern country. 

37164. I think he says that nine out of ten people drink. Is that your observation ? 
—I should say nine out of ten people in the northern country drink. 

37165. Is that true of the district of Calgary and the surrounding country ?—I 
think not. 

37166. He also says ‘‘ Prohibition actively enforced causes whisky to be plentiful.” 
Is that a correct statement !—It was plentiful, from the fact that there were large profits 
to be made: out of it. 

37167. Plentifulness then, I suppose, was not caused by the Prohibition Act ?—It 
was caused by the profits. 


By Judge McDonald : 


37168. The words used are : “ Causes whisky to be dear and bad, yet plentiful 
withal.”— Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


37169. Do you think there was less whisky brought into the country then than 
now ?—No. 

37170. Was the old system, which was called the prohibition system and also the 
permit system, really a system of prohibition or permission !—It was a system of pro- 
hibition. It prohibited people who did not hold permits from getting liquor. 

37171. But was it not true that every one could get permits?—No. I have noticed 
the system a good deal, and it was only after the decision of the courts that people kept 
the liquor protected by stubs. It all amounted to this: that a man who had in his 
possession a stub was protected and could not be prosecuted if the amount of liquor 
was the same as specified on the permits or stubs, and one man could hold a permit 
and liquor for another person. 

37172. You mean that one man would have the liquor and another the permit ?— 
The man must have the permit. 

37173. Then the permit would go from one man to another !—Yes. 
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THOMAS DOWLING, of Calgary, Collector of Inland Revenue, on being duly 
sworn, deposed as follows :— 


by Judge McDonald : 


37174. Did you come here from one of the other provinces ?—I came here from 
New Brunswick. 

37175. From what County !—From York. 

37176. From the city of Fredericton !—Yes. 

37177. The Commission have held sittings at Fredericton and have taken evidence 
in regard to the law there. So I will not trouble you with questions about the law there. 
Did you come directly from there to the North-west Territories’/—No. I came out in 
1878, and joined the Mounted Police, and continued in the force until 1885. 

37178. Then did you settle down here !—TI was transferred to Calgary. Until last 
May, I was in Winnipeg ; I was then in the Inland Revenue Department. I had been 
in British Columbia. 

37179. How long were you in the Mounted Police !—From 1878 to 1885. 

37180. What was your duty in connection with it 7—I was a police officer. 

37181. Were you stationed at different places /—At Fort Walsh, Fort Macleod and 
Calgary. 

37182. When you came here, was the permit system in force ?—Yes. 

37183. Was the North-west Mounted Police Force faithful in carrying out that 
law ?—Yes, to my knowledge. 

37184. Did you find any difficulty in enforcing it !—Sometimes. 

37185. Was there any smuggling!—Yes. The police destroyed large quantities of 
liquor. 

; 37186. Were there any illicit stills?’—Yes. In one or two instances they destroyed 
stills. 

37187. We have been told that one of the duties or rights of the police which was 
distasteful to them, was the right of search ’—Yes. 

37188. They would do that work when they were ordered, but they did not care to 
exercise the right frequently !—That is true. 

37189. To what extent did the right of search go ?—If the officer received informa- 
tion that a man had liquor in his possession not covered by a permit, he could go and 
search the premises throughout, and if he found the liquor he could prosecute the party 
who had it. If it was in the building he destroyed it. 

37190. If it was within the residence he destroyed it and then prosecuted the 
party 1— Yes. 

37191. To what extent did the right of personal search go, if men had liquor on 
their persons ?—I would search their persons. 

37192. Would you take it from them /—I have done so in some cases. 

37193. Was the man prosecuted and the liquor destroyed !—The ofticer who made 
the search generally acted as Magistrate. I do not know of one case where the party 
was not prosecuted. 

37194. Would the liquor be destroyed before the prosecution took place ?—It was 
destroyed in the presence of the man, after he was sentenced. 

37195. The liquor was retained until the case was decided !—Yes. 

37196. If he had a permit and it covered the amount of liquor in his possession, he 
was acquitted ?—Not always. The rule I adopted, and I think other officers acted in 
same way, was that if a man presented a stub to any officer, he had to produce the 
original package in which the liquor came, and the stub would not protect him. For 
instance, a man purchasing from the Hudson Bay Company a quantity of liquor under 
permit, the liquor would be addressed to him, and the officer would know when the liquor 
was to arrive at say Calgary (I am not speaking of Calgary). If the liquor was found 
to be in another vessel, the man was prosecuted. 

37197. The permit would not protect him ?—Certainly not. 

37198. So, not only did the liquor have to be within the specified quantity but actu- 
ally in the original packages ?—Yes, in the original packages. 

THomas DowLiIna. 
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37199. So far as your judgment goes, the members of the force were honest in 
their work /—Yes. JI have never known a case where the police failed to discharge 
their duties. 

37200. How long have you held your present position in this town ?—I was trans- 
ferred here in May last. 

37201. Does much liquor come in in bond ?—-When I came to Calgary, the dealers, 
not anticipating that an Inland Revenue Law would be passed when the country was 
opened up, had paid high duties on large quantities of liquor, and the result has been 
that up to this day I have collected very little duty. I have no doubt that I shall col- 
lect later on. 

37202. You mean that all the liquor came in in bond ?—Certainly. 

37203. The law only came into force when you came here, I suppose ?—Yes. - 

37204. What is called the increase of the permit system did not take place until 
after you left the force /—No; I left some time before that. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


37205. You have spoken of Fort Macleod: was considerable smuggling carried on 
there /—A good deal. 

37206. Did you find Fort Macleod about the hardest place in which to enforce a 
prohibitery law ’—Calgary, in 1883-84, compared favourably with Fort Macleod. 

37207. Between 1878 and 1885, which were the years you were on the force, did 
prohibition succeed in any degree ?—I can only say this, that I was at Calgary previous 
to the construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway and the duty to a great extent fell 
upon me to administer the law. I was considered severe as a Magistrate, but notwith- 
standing all I could do, quantities of liquor came into the country. People were arrested 
and fined, but it was impossible to keep out the stuff. 

37208. Was it not enforced in any degree in construction time ?—It was enforced 
during the construction days ; we had to try and prevent the use of liquor as much as 
possible. 

37209. Did you succeed in preventing it in some degree among the men engaged 
on construction work !—Yes, we tried to do it. 

37210. Did you succeed somewhat ?—To some extent. I destroyed large quantities 
of liquor. I destroyed a carload once here. 

37211. We have had it in evidence that there was a great deal of difficulty in 
enforcing prohibition during the construction period !—Yes, some of the liquor was 
purchased by contractors on the Canadian Pacific Railway, who wanted to get liquor on 
the works in British Columbia and to make money out of it. 

37212. To gather up the wages of the men, I suppose !—I think so. 

37213. From your observation and large experience, if instead of attempting to 
enforce prohibition during that period, there had been sale of intoxicating liquors 
along the line, would there have been a different and less desirable state of things 
among the men ?—They got liquor any way. 

37214. Are we to understand that, notwithstanding the attempt made to prohibit 
the importation and sale of intoxicating liquors, liquors were sold in as large quantities 
and as freely as if no attempt had been made?—I cannot say that. JI am giving you 
the facts however. I was here in Calgary and had the police force under my command. 

37215. How many men ?—Sixty men, and there were also some police in the moun- 
tains, and I tried everything in my power to carry out the law. In fact, I was consi- 
dered very severe, although it was my duty to carry out the law ; but with all my force J 
could not keep liquor out of the country. 

37216. Could not you keep it out in any degree ?—I destroyed a good deal of 
liquor and fined many men, but other men would spring up in their places. 

37217. If you had not made an attempt to enforce prohibition and had not succeeded 
as far as you did succeed, do you think there would still have been more liquor sold and 
more evil effects ?—I rather think that would have been the case. 

37218. You have lived here this year, you say, and the license law has been in 
operation here since Ist May. Have you observed whether there has been more or less 
drunkenness than previously /—In my opinion there is less drinking now. 
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37219. Than there was before ?—Yes. 

37220. How do you account for that ?—I cannot really account for it. I am speak- 
ing from my own observation. Since Y came here in May I have seen very few people 
drinking or drunk in Calgary. 

37221. It is true that in Calgary, prior to the introduction of the license system 
in May last, there had been practically a license law in force here for two or three 
years ‘I have no knowledge of it ; I was not here. 

37222. I was comparing Calgary as it is with its condition under the law in 1883- 
84?—During the time of the construction of the railway, we had quite a large popula- 
tion here. 

37223. What were the class of people compared with the class now ?—The class of 
men here now is a sober one. 

37224. They were largely navvies then ?—Yes, the whole country has changed, 
you can form an idea, for in 1882 this place was a prairie, and now itis a city. 


By Judge McDonald : 


37225. I suppose you know the class of people that are here now ; are they generally 
law-abiding people !— Yes. 

37226. Are they moderate drinkers !—I have not seen any of the inhabitants drink 
much. 


THOMAS ENGLISH, of Calgary, Chief of Police, on being duly sworn, deposed as 
follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


37227. Do you hold any other position than Chief of Police ?—No. 

37228. How long have you lived here ?—22 months. 

37229. Where did you reside before that /—In Winnipeg. 

37230. Where before that ?—In London, Ontario. 

37231. How long have you been Chief of Police ?—22 months. 

37232. Were you on the Winnipeg force !—- Yes. 

37233. How many men have you!?—Two beside myself. 

37234. Have you anything to do with the enforcement of the license law ?—No. 

37235. You have no duties to discharge under it?—No. 

37236. When you came here the permit system was in force, I suppose !— Yes. 

37237. And since May a license system /—Yes. 

37238. How have you found them work, the present law with the other ; which has 
proved to be more satisfactory /—The present system. 

37239. What was the state of things when you came here ; was liquor being sold in 
the community ?— Yes. 

37240. Was it sold openly ?—Yes. 

37241. In many places !—Yes. 

37242. Had you any means of ascertaining what kinds of liquor were sold ?—Any 
kind you asked for, I suppose. 

37243. Do you know whether it was good or bad?—No. 

37244. Were there more places then than now ?—Yes. 

37245. You say there were more than you have now }—Yes. 

37246. Taking the two systems, are you able to say whether there is more liquor 
consumed under the present system than under the other ?—I think there has been more 
liquor consumed since Ist May. 

37247. Do you think that more people drink ?—Yes. 

37248. I am not speaking of drunkenness, but the consumption of liquor ?—I 
think there has been more liquor consumed since Ist May. 
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37249. How do you account for that, with aless number of places selling !—Liquor 
is cheaper. 

37250, You think that people who drink consume more ?— Yes. 

37251. What is your opinion in regard to drunkenness?—There has been niore 
since Ist May than during five or six months before. There are a lot of railway men 
employed working on the Calgary and Edmonton Railway, and they drink a lot. 

37252. When you came here, were the North-west Mounted Police looking after 
the law ?— Yes. 

37253. Did they look after drunkenness or anything of that kind ?—Only drunk- 
enness among the Indians, I think. 

37254. Have you any suggestions you could make in regard to the license system, 
which would be beneficial to the community?—Yes. It is very difficult to enforce the 
law at present. The bars are placed in the rear of building and it is hard for the Ins- 
pector to ascertain what is going on. If licensees were compelled to place the bar in the 
front of a building and if the parties were also compelled to remove screens, those changes 
would do more than anything else to assist in the law being carried out. 

37255. You concur in the suggestion made by the Mayor ?—Yes. 

37256. Are there any other suggestions you can offer ?—I do not think so. 


By kev. Dr. McLeod : 


37257. I think you said it was not your duty to enforce the license law. Whose 
is it !—The License Inspector. 

37258. Have you reason to believe that there are illicit places selling now ?—I do 
not know of any. 

37259. Have you reason to believe that men holding licenses sell after hours and on 
Sunday ?—We have, by occasionally seeing men drunk on Sunday. 

37260. Do you know whether the licensees have been prosecuted for selling after 
prohibited hours !—Yes, some ; I do not know much about them however. 

37261. How long an experience did you have of the old system before the license 
law came into force !—One and a half years. 

37262. Did you regard that as a system of prohibition or permission ’—Of permis- 
sion, 

37263. Are there a number of places licensed to sell liquid refreshment /—Yes ; the 
law licenses them to sell liquid refreshment. 

37264. Have you reason to believe they sell anything else !—They were not licensed 
to do so. 

37265. Were you in the police before you came here?—Yes, at Winnipeg, for a 
number of years. 


By Judge McDonald : 


37266. Was not the system you found in force when you came here called prohi- 
bition /— Yes. 

37267. Were there a number of those places of which you have spoken, and do 
you think there was a large sale there?—Yes. I do not think they refused liquor to 
any one who had money. 

37268. Taking the community as a whole, do you think there are a great many 
people who take intoxicating liquors /—Not more than in any other part of the country. 

37269. Are there a large number who take liquor in moderation /— Yes. 

37270. Do you think Calgary compares favourably with other places !—Yes. 

37271. That is your opinion both as a police officer and as a citizen /—Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


37272. I think you said there was quite free sale prior to license. Do you think 
there was any attempt made to interfere with the men who were selling ?—I do not 
think so. 

37273. Whose duty was it to interfere !—The duty of the Mounted Police. 

37274. Do you think they connived at violations of the law ?—I could not say that 
they did. 
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5. The people went on selling /—Yes. 


) 
37276. And the police were right in Calgary at the time ?-—Yes. 


By Judge McDonald : 


37277. You heard Mr. Dowling’s statement, I suppose !—Yes. 

37278. He spoke of his force having made strong efforts to suppress the sale ?—I 
have heard that they did so, but it was before my time here. 

37979. Then you have reason to suppose that his statement was accurate /—Yes 

37280. You have no reason to think to the contrary !—No 


JAMES WALKER, of Calgary, lumber merchant, on being duly sworn, deposed 
as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


37281. Do you hold any official position !—I am Chairman of the License Commis- 
sloners. 

37282. How long have you resided here laine 1880, twelve years. 

37283. Did you come here from one of the other provinces ?—I came here from 
Hamilton, Wentworth County. 

37284. There was a license law in force there, I believe 1— -I came to this country 
as a mounted policeman, in 1872. 

37285, How long were you in the force !—About two years. 

37286. During the time you lived in the Territories, at what places have you 
lived ?—I have been at Battleford and in the Prince Albert district. 

37287. Was it your duty to enforce the prohibitory law !—Yes. 

37288. Was the force vigilant in endeavouring to enforce the law ?—At that time 
they were. 

37289. What was the principal trouble in enforcing the law there !—Our duties 
were with the Indians. 

37290. Do you mean in keeping liquor away from them ?—There were no dealers 
in the northern country, except the Hudson Bay Company. 

37291. They did not sell to the Indians, I suppose /— Yes, to anybody. 

37292. Did you see any smuggling ?—Not much. 

37293. How did liquor come in then !/—By permit. 

37294. We have been told that in some places, under the old system, when a man 
got liquor in by permit, he would call his friends together, and they would keep on 
drinking until they had drank all the liquor ?—I have seen cases of that kind in the 
north. 

37295. Do you know anything of the use of such articles as pain-killer and eau de 
Cologne /—I have not seen much of that, but I saw one man taking pain-killer ; in fact 
he was a prohibitionist. 

37296. Was the sale of those compounds stopped eventually ! —Yes, because they 
were sold for that purpose, and the Indians got hold of them. A mixture of pain-killer and 
Jamaica ginger was compounded and sold. It was another name for whisky. 

37297. Then it was whisky made into decoctions so as to be able to sell it according 
to law ?—Yes. 

a 298. It was brought in legally in bottles the same as pain-killer ?—Yes. 

7299. What class of people would obtain it ’—Generally traders, who would sell it 
to the fai! during treaty payments. 
37300. They were what you would call pedlars /— Yes. 
37301. Did they sell other goods Yes, tea, sugar and groceries, which they would — 
sell to the Indians also at the treaty payments. 
THomas ENGLISH 
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a 37302. That method and the permit system constituted the two methods by which 
liquor was brought in /—Yes. 

37303. Did you ever have occasion to search houses in your district /—I think once 
or twice probably. 

37304. Did you ever have occasion to search places and houses ?—I have searched 
carts. ; 

37305. Was there much settlement in the country in those days ?—No. 

37306. Were the Indians the only settlers there then ?— Nearly. 

37307. Then we understand you left the force in 1880?— Yes. 

37308. Have you had any experience in the Macleod district ?—No. 

37309. Then you settled down in Calgary ?— Yes. 

37310. Did the force endeavour to carry out the law according to your observation 
here ?/—Until the last three or four years. 

37311. We have evidence from the Mayor that there was a certain amount of sale 
going on when you came to the town ?— Yes. 

37312. Since lst Pay this part of the country has been under a license law, I be- 
lieve ?—_Yes. 

37313. Taking the state of things before and after the license law in Calgary, which 
do you think is preferable ?—I should say that license was preferable to the last year or 
two of the prohibitory system. 

37314. You are Chairman of the Board of License Commissioners ?— Yes. 

37315. Appointed by what authority ?—Of the North-west Council. 

37316. How largea district have you under your charge ?—We have what is called 
the Calgary district. 

37317. What does it take in?—The country north of here for a distance of 60 miles 
to High River, and west as far as Banff, and east as far as Gleichen, that is the Caleary 
electoral district. 

37318. How many licensed places are there in the district ?—I could, not tell you 
off hand, but [expect the Inspector will be able to tell you. 

37319. Can you tell how many there are in the town of Calgary? 
six hotels, two restaurants and three wholesale houses. 

37320. What are your duties as Chairman of the Board? Are your duties confined 
to the town ?—Yes. 

37321. Have you considered the question of granting compensation to brewers and 
distillers in case of the passage of a general prohibitory law, which would be the means 
of closing up their business !—I have not. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


37322. What are the conditions under which licenses are granted for the sale ot 
liquor ?—There are three different systems. There is the system of hotel licenses for towns, 
and another system for retail licensed places for country districts, there is a license for 
restaurants and a wholesale license. So there are really four different kinds. 

37323. Take the hotel licenses in Calgary ; at what hours must they close at night ? 
—JI could not tell you that. 

37324. They have to make application for licenses !—Yes. The Chief Inspector is 
in Regina, and the papers are sent to him. Those papers are submitted to the Commis- 
sioners, who pass upon them and decide whether the applicant should be granted or re- 
fused a license. 

37325. Has the applicant to obtain a certain number of signatures ?—Yes, 10 out 
of the nearest 20 householders. 

37326. Take Calgary, were any applications for licenses refused /—No. 

37327. Did you find that all who applied had complied with the conditions !—Yes. 

37328. What is the cost of a license /—$200 for each license. 

37329. Do you know whether the wholesale dealers in Calgary have also retail 
licenses ?—-No, they have not. ; 

37330. You think the prohibition system was fairly carried out until within the 
last two or three years. Why was it then less efficiently carried out /—The Mounted 
Police did not seem to have the same energy in carrying out the law as previously. 
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37331. Were permits issued here indiscriminately /—I think the four per cent beer 
system had a good deal to do with more liquor being used. The law was almost a dead 
letter after that system was introduced. 

37332. Did you observe that under the four per cent beer plan almost every kind 
of liquor was introduced ?— Yes. 

37333. Do you think a license system would be preferable to the condition of 
things prevailing prior to those two or three years, say to the condition of things pre- 
vailing from 1879 to 1882 4—There was not as much liquor used then as now. 

37334. Do you think there is more drinking in the Calgary district than previously ! 
—TI think there is more among a certain class. There are more people who are able to 
afford liquor now, and there are a great many who buy it wholesale. 

37335. As between license and prohibition, which system do you consider prefer- 
able /—My own conviction is that if prohibition could be strictly carried out, it would 
be a good thing. 

37336. From your experience with the Mounted Police, do you think a vigilant 
and faithful force would effectually carry out prohibition ?—It was different when I.-was 
with the force, because there were not so many people here then. It would be very ex- 
pensive to stop illicit sale at the present time. 

37337. Speaking of a prohibitory law for the whole country, a law to prohibit the 
manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes, do you 
think it would be possible to enforce such a law ?—We have a long boundary lne and 
sea coast, and it would be impossible. 

37338. There was a good deal of smuggling, we understand?!—There was a good 
deal of uit across the frontier. 


€ 


FRANK DICK, of Calgary, license inspector, on being duly sworn, deposed as 
follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


37339. Do you carry on any business now /--I was formerly in the lumber business. 

37340. How long have you resided here ?—About three years. 

37341. Did you come from one of the other provinces /- “From the County of Vic 
toria, Ontario. I had been nearly 10 or 11 years in Manitoba before that. 

37342. When you came here the license system was in force !—Yes. 

37343. Were you the first Inspector appointed for this district after the new law 
came into force ?—Yes. 

37344. Taking the old system as you know it and the new system, which is prefer- 
able ?—The new system. 

37345. Have you endeavoured honestly and faithfully to carry out the provisions 
of the license law ?— Yes. 

37346. From your experience, can you suggest any improvements in the law or 
arhooeneats that would be improvements ?— Yes. For instance: the suggestion by 
Mayor Lucas to compel bar-rooms to be on a front street and open to view. It might 
have the effect, however, of causing parties to sell in out-of-the-way places. 

37347. But you think that would be a good plan ?—Yes. 

37 348. When you came here was the sale of liquor open?—No. I came here in 
the spring of 1884. 

37349. Was liquor then sold ?—Yes. 

37350. In many places?—I think there were more places in 1884 than there are to-day. 

37351. What kind of liquor was sold?—I cannot tell. IJ should call it bad, even 
the best of it. 

37352. What were the prices charged ?—50 cents a drink. 

37353. What is the price now /—Two drinks for a quarter. 

JAMES WALKER. 
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37354, At any time before the license system came into force, did the sale become 
open /—Yes, about two years ago. 

37355. Has the number of licensed places increased since the license system came 
into force /—I think there has been an increase in number. 

37356. Are you favourable to prohibition ?— Yes. 

37357. On principle 1— Yes. 

37358. Do you think a prohibitory law could be enforced !—I think so, if proper 
methods were adopted. 

37359, Can you suggest any methods. Do you think the steps taken by the 
Mounted Police were good?—No. The fact is that aman who only receives $15 a month 
and his clothing is not suitable for the business, when he can make $30 or $40 a month 
by taking tips. 

37360. Do you charge that this has been done by members of the North-west 
Mounted Police !—Members of the force have told that to me. 

37361. From whom would they take tips!—From the liquor men. 

37362. It is only fair to the police to state that the weight of testimony everywhere 
has been that members of the force have faithfully performed their duties and endeavoured 
to carry out the law ’—Recently, at all events, I recollect one policemen telling me of it. 

37363. About taking tips /—Yes. 

37364. You would require officers who would not be subject to such temptations ? 
—Well paid ofticers. 

37365. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, would you favour the 
payment of compensation to brewers and distillers for loss of plant and machinery?— Yes. 

37366. Suppose you had to choose between a prohibitory law, well enforced, and a 
license law, which would you consider preferable /—A license law. 


By Rev. Dr. MceLeod : 


37367. Did you regard the so-called prohibitory law as prohibition or permission ? 
—It was permission. 

37368. What are your duties as Inspector ?—In the first place I have to inspect 
applicants’ premises and report to the License Commissioners. 

37369. What do you have to find on the premises of any one applying for a license 4 
—If the application is for a hotel license in the town, the applicant is required to have 
10 bed-rooms above those required for his own use, a kitchen, a dining-room and the 
necessary appliances. In a small town, like Anthracite or Banff, seven rooms are 
required. Ina country place, with a population of only three or four hundred, four bed- 
rooms are required. 

37370. Is there any requirement as to the part of the house in which the bar must 
be situated /—_No. 

37371. So you do not issue anything like shop licenses, where liquor only is sold ? 
—No. 

37372. Have you reason to believe that there is illicit sale in Calgary or in your 
district ?—I do not think there is any in Calgary, but I have heard of cases outside in 
the country. . 

37373. Are you supposed to visit all the places in your district particularly /—I 


‘only go-when I hear anything or get an information in regard to different matters. 


37374. It is a large field, and I suppose you could not go over it very often ’—It 
is a large field. 

37375. Is it the duty of the police to keep you informed as to any infractions of 
the law ?—I cannot say that it is their duty to do so. 

37376. If a policeman should see an infraction of the law, would it not be his duty 
to inform you ?—The police are authorized to enforce the law in the Ordinance. 

37377, Are you not the prosecutor /—I am supposed to be so. 

35378. You lay the charges, I suppose /—Yes, not but that the police could lay the 
charges themselves. 

37379. There is nothing to prevent them doing so ?—No. 

37380. Are the police constables in addition to town police !—Yes, all mounted 
police are constables. 
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37381. Where they are ?—Yes, throughout the North-west Territories. 

37382. Do you know anything about the condition of things prior to the license 
system, when a number of people were licensed to sell liquor for refreshment—I suppose 
that was a couple of years ago?—Yes. I was in town at that time. 

37383. Did you hold any official position then ?—No, I had no official knowledge 
of it. 


EDWARD HODDER, of Calgary, on being duly sworn, deposed as ike eee 
By Judge McDonald : 


37384. What is your business or occupation ?/—I am retired from business. 

37385. How long have you resided here !—About six years. 

37386. Did you come here from one of the other provinces?—I was formerly in 
Toronto. but a good part of the time I have lived in England. 

37387. Are you an Englishman ?—No, a Canadian. 

37388. Have you known this country under the permit system or as it was called, 
the prohibition system !—Yes. 

37389. And also the license system, since lst May last /—Yes. 

37390. Which have you found preferable ?—I am decidedly in favour of a license 
system. 

37391. Have you emigrants coming here from England !—Yes, to a certain extent. 

37392. Do you find the people coming here a sober and law-abiding class /—That 
is according to my observation. I do not remember having seen any of them drunk. . 

37393. Are they people many of whom take intoxicating drink in moderation ? 
—IlI am not ina position to know much about them. They are generally down at 
the emigrant shed, and asa rule they only stay a day or two. 

37394. Taking the country so far as you know it, is there any large class of the 
population who make use of intoxicating beverages in moderation !—I think the great 
majority of the people use liquor in moderation. 

37395, From your observation, is there much drunkenness in this country, or much 
in comparison with other communities ?—I think Calgary compares favourably with 
almost any other place I have ever been in. There are certain men who get under the 
influence of liquor once in a while, for two or three days at a time. 

37396. Do you refer to some special time, such as a holiday ?—That is with them 
a holiday. 

37397. Taking the residents, do you find them a law-abiding and orderly com- 
munity ’—There never was a more law-abiding community to my knowledge than that 
of Calgary. ; 

37398, Did you notice that there was much sale of strong beverages going on 
before the license law come into effect ?—A good deal. 

37399. In many places ?—In a good many more than now. 

37400. Have you heard anything as to the quality of the liquor, whether it was, 
good or bad 1—There were good and bad liquors. In regard to my own experience, I 
can say that I took two drinks in the place and they pretty nearly did me up, and I 
only took those two that day. 

37401. Were compounds sold?—Yes ; there was an inducement to make com- 
pounds. 

37402. Why ?—Because there was money in it for the compounders. 

37403. We have been told that the price of drinks was high in those days /—Yes, 
so high that at the time of the election, I was offered $80 for two gallons. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


37404. Did you take it ?—No, I wanted it. 
Frank Dick. 
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By Fudge McDonald : 


37405. For your own use ?—Yes. 

37406. Was there much smuggling going on at that time?—I cannot speak from 
my own experience, but if I can believe what was the common talk here, there was a 
good deal of it. 

37407. We have had evidence of the bringing in of liquor concealed in barrels of 
sugar and packages of different merchandise. Do you know anything of that ?—I have 
heard of it being done, but I know nothing about it personally. 

37408. You have not seen packages opened and liquor detected /—No. 

37409. Have you ever considered the question of prohibition as a question of 
principle !—-I have never gone very deeply into it. 

37410. Are you favourable to prohibition as a principle ?—No. 

37411. Do you think it wrong in principle ?—-Yes. I think it wrong to force any 
man against his own will. 

37412. Supposing such a law were passed, do you think it could be practically 
enforced ?—I doubt it. The inducements are too great for both the manufacture and 
smuggling of liquor and you will always find people who will have liquor for sale. 

37413. In case such a law were passed, would you think it right that brewers and 
distillers should receive remuneration for their loss of plant and machinery !-—Certainly. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


37414. Why do you think license is preferable to prohibition ?—From my own 
observation I have seen less drunkenness since the license law came into force than there 
was before. 

37415. Do you think there has been less drinking since ?—I think there has been 
less drunkenness. The only way I can account for it is that a man can get a good drink 
of liquor for less than 50 cents, which he had to pay before. 

37416. On that account there is less drunkenness ?—I think there is less drunken- 
ness. There are, however, other men who have given evidence on that point who are 
better authorities, because they live in town, and I live one mile out of town and am 
seldom in at night. 

37417. You have spoken of Calgary as a law-abiding place. Was it a law-abiding 
place before lst May last?—Yes. I suppose, however, that there were many infractions 
of the law in regard to the liquor traftic. 

37418. We have been told that there were more places selling then than there are 
now. You have said you would not think that was an indication of law observance !—No ; 
but since you ask me a question, I must try to remember in regard to outrages, disorderly 
conduct and drunkenness. 

37419. So there was a good deal of that under the old permit system !—There was 
not a.great deal. Of course there were cases, as there are in any community. 

37420. Do you attribute them in any degree to the drinking that went on then ?—I 
attribute them to the quality of the liquor they drank. 

37421. Rather than to the quantity !—Yes. 

37422. Did that old system strike you as prohibitive at all?—Not at all, because 
any man by sending money down to Regina could get liquor. 

37423. So it really was not prohibitive ?—No. 

37424. You have said you are opposed to prohibition on principle. Do you object 
to the principle of prohibition as applied to the community ?—I object to forcing people 
in cases of that sort, in regard to matters on which they should exercise their own judg 
ment. 

37425. Do you think it is well in Calgary in issuing permits to make it a condition 
that the licensees shut up their places at 10 or 11 o’clock at night ?—I think they should 
be allowed to keep open until the train arrived, which is at a very bad hour just now I 
may remark. If they closed at 12 o’clock there would be no harm done, and they would 
not find fault with that. ; 

37426. On what ground do you justify the prohibition of sale from 12 midnight 
until 6 in the morning ?—On the ground that it is the rule in all communities to have 
a certain hour to close. 
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37427. Is not that an interference with a man’s liberty /—It would be an induce- 
ment for young fellows to stay up all night if the public houses were not closed. 

37428. Because it would be an inducement to young follows to stay up all night 
drinking, you think it right to prohibit licensees selling after a certain hour !/—Yes, 
after midnight. 

37429. If it could be made to appear (I do not say whether it could or not) that 
the keeping open from 6 a.m. to 12 p.m. was instrumental in keeping a large number of 
men drinking during the day, woula you think those hours injurious —I do not think 
so. If I wanted liquor I would get it, whatever the cost. 

37430. Owing to the perversity of human nature, I suppose /—Yes. 

37431. When a man thinks a thing is prohibited it makes him want to have it, and 
he is bound to endeavour to get it /—No, but that the man should be left a certain amount 
of discretion, when a man knows how to use it and not abuseit. I am speaking for myself. 
I have lived here about three years as a citizen, and no one ever saw me the worse for 
liquor, except the day I took the two drinks. 

37432. So you are able to be a law to yourself in the matter /—Yes. 

37433. Do you think every man is able to be a law to himself !—Yes. 

37434. Would you lock up habitual drunkards /-—A man who cannot take liquor 
in moderation without making a beast of himself should be out of the world. 

37435. So the trade should go on until the end, from generation to generation !— 
Yes, people will have it, and they will get quicker to the end if they take decocted stuff ; 
it is, of course, only hacteniag the end. 

37436. Do you think there are a large number of people of that kind, taking your 
observation here and elsewhere ?—Not a great number. 

37437. Of inen who drink at all, some are like yourself, men who can drink a lot 
at a time and keep themselves under control. But in regard to the men who drink 
more or less, have you ever observed whether any proportion at any time drink to 
excess /—Yes, occasionally. 

37438, Is it a large percentage !—I may see a man who is a moderate drinker 
take a little too much once or twice in a year, but as a general thing I think there are 
ten moderate drinkers to one excessive drinker, 

37439, Have you observed whether there is a tendency on the part of those who 
drink moderately, to drink excessively as years go on ?—I do not think so ; I do not think 
it has ever struck me in that light. 

37440. You think, however, prohibition of the trade entirely would be an inter- 
ference with individual liberty pede T do. 

37441. There are. people, so it is declared, who regard the trade as a constant temp- 
tation to their boys and the weak people of the community. Is it not an interference 
with their personal rights to have a trade thrust upon them against their will !—I do not 
quite understand your question. 

37442. IT understand you to say that men who drink should not have that right 
interfered with. There are other people, however, who say the drink trade is a menace 
to all the young people of the community and should be abolished. Have they no rights 
that should be considered !—I think it is only right that all people selling should be 
prohibited from selling to minors, if that is what you mean. 

37443. Do you know whether the licensees observe that feature of the law, or do 
they sell to whoever comes along !—I have never seen a minor at a bar ; I do not know I 
ever saw One instance of it. 

37444. Have you observed, as a man of leisure, that the drink trade, as established 
and carried on, has an injurious effect on the people of the community at large and on 
the business interests of the community /—Do you mean before the license system came 
into force ? 

37445. Both before and now !—I think that before license there were individuals 
who profited very much by the trade. One man of whom I know went into the business 
without a cent, and after four years in it he left the business with something like 
$20,000 profit. 

37446. Was that a good thing for the community ?—I should say it was a very bad 
thing. 

Epwarp Hopper. 


_— 
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_ 37447, Bad in what way? He got so much of the community’s money /—Yes. The 
liquor he sold did not all come in under permit. 

37448. Did the people get anything for their money !—They got very poor value. 

37449, Suppose a man is licensed to sell, does he not go in to sell for a profit ?— 
Certainly. 

37450. Whether he makes $20,000 in four years, or if it takes him 10 years 
to do it, is it a good thing for the community ora bad thing !—Ifa man sold good liquor 
and sold it under a legalized system I should say it was a fair business. As it is, I. do 
not think the people always give value for the amount received. 

37451. Is this your meaning: That the people who buy liquor when the sale is not 
licensed do not get value for their money, but the people who buy liquor when the trade 
is licensed get value for their money ?/—From all the knowledge I possess liquor is not 
worth 50 cents a glass ; if it comes to that it is not worth 12} cents, as is charged now, 
but there is a good deal between 12} and 50 cents. 

37452. Then the dealer receives less profit now than he did before ?—Yes. 


By Judge McDonald : 


37453. Taking the case of a man making $20,000 in 20 years under the license 
law : he makes it because the people under the legalized trade as carried on by him buy 
that quantity of liquor from him ?—Yes. 

37454. The question is sometimes asked whether it would not be better if the people 
put their money into dry goods and so on. Do you think some option should be allowed 
the people as to what they shall do with their own money, so long as they use it with 
discretion !—Yes, I think the people have a right to do what they wish with their own 
money. 

37455. Taking the question, then, of public sentiment, you have expressed yourself 
in favour of licensed houses keeping open during certain hours /—Yes. 

37456. Do you think that in this community public sentiment is almost unanim- 
ously in favour of closing at particular hours and on Sunday !/—I have never gone into 
the matter since I have been here. 

37457. Do you not find that the great weight of public sentiment favours that view ? 
—Yes. 

37458. Do you find that the same sentiment exists in regard to closing up 
altogether !—No. 

37459. Do you not think that where you find public sentiment almost uniformly in 
favor of closing on Sunday and after specified hours, it is easier to enforce such a law than 
where there is diversity of opinion !/—Yes. 

37460. Do you know whether there were any compounders who did nothing else 
but compound liquor !—I cannot speak from experience, but everybody who has been 
here for any length of time knows that there have been men here who did nothing else. 

37461. Do you know any such ?-—I am not going to run the risk of getting myself 
into a libel suit, so I will not say. 

37462. You know as a fact that such things did take place !— Yes. 

37463. Did you refer to the fact that men would send down to Regina and get a 
permit !—They were rarely refused, except men who were found selling. 

37464. Have you any knowledge of the system pursued in Regina in regard to 
granting permits !-—I never was refused one ; I wrote and got all I wanted. 

37465. Were you well known !—I was not known when I first wrote. 

37466. Was your application submitted to other persons who did know you !—I 
sent to Governor Royal. 

37467. We have been told in Regina that the custom was to have legislators 
examine those applications, and on the strength of their recommendations permits were 
issued ?—I cannot speak as to that, because I simply wrote and asked for a permit 
indicating so much liquor. Invariably a permit was sent. 

37468. And inclosing a certain amount of money for the fee, | suppose !—Yes. 

37469. You did not send money as an inducement !—No. 

37470. There was no fee paid for ale, I suppose !—I could not say. 
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37471. When was it that you were offered two gallons of liquor for $80 ?—It was 
immediately after I came here ; it was at election time and the town had run dry. 

37472. There was no time to send to Regina I suppose ?—No. 

37473. Was the railway running then !—Yes. 

37474. It has been suggested that one reason for the increase in granting permits 
was that the country was flooded with smuggled liquor !—I suppose it was. 

37475. And it was considered better to bring lquor in from our own country in 
the regular way. Do you know anything in regard to that ?—I cannot speak personally, 
but I am satisfied in my own mind that nine gallons were smuggled at one time. 

37476. Was there smuggling when permits were more freely issued !— Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


37477. Did smuggling decrease after the permits were increased ’—I fancy so. 

37478. You assume it did, but you do not know ?-—I do not know. 

37479. You think that after license people purchased voluntarily at those licensed 
places, whereas previously they were compelled to purchase at illicit places !—Certainly. 

37480. What was the condition of things when the four per cent plan came into 
force !—I do not know what you mean. 

37481. Was there as much liquor used or more or less ?/—I think less liquor was 
smuggled in. 

37482. Do you know whether under permits to sell four per cent beer, people sold 
almost everything /—I think so. 

37483. Do you know whether the general sale of spirituous liquors increased after 
the four per cent permits were issued ?—I could not speak as to that. 

37484. About what was the usual quantity of liquor asked under a permit ?—I 
always sent for 10 gallons. 


37485. You spoke about public sentiment being almost entirely in favour of the 


prohibition in the license law as to certain hours for sale. Do you know what is the 
public sentiment in regard to the general prohibition of the trade ?—Do you mean total 
prohibition ? 

37486. Yes.—I fancy if it were put to a vote it would not carry. 

37487. That is your opinion /— Yes. 

37488. I understand that it has not been tested in the Territories /—Not that I 
know of. 

37489. Do you think if it were put to the test, and the majority of the people 
decided in favour of it, that it would be right to try and prohibit the traftic?—I do not 
think it is proper to interfere with the rights of any citizen, or to dictate as to how a 
man should spend his money. 

37490, So, in any case, you are opposed to prohibition /—Yes. 


Hon. CHARLES B. ROULEAU, of Calgary, Justice of the Supreme Court of 


the North-west Territories, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 
by Judge McDonald : 


37491. How long have you resided in Calgary ?—I came here in the spring of 1886. 
I was at Battleford before that time. TI came to the North-west Territories in the fall 
of 1885 5, and have been in the Territories for nine years. 

37492. I believe you came from the Province of Quebec originally 7—-Yes. 

37493. From what part of Quebec ?—I was born at Isle Verte, Green Island, 
County of Temiscouata. I was educated in Quebec, studied my profession in’ Montr veal, 
and lived at Aylmer and practised my profession in the County. 

37494. When you came here first, the permit system was in force in regard to the 
use of intoxicating liquors, I believe ?—-Yes. 
Epwarp Hopper. 
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37495. Speaking as a citizen of the Territories, which have you found preferable, 
the old system or the license system, which has been in force since Ist May !—I can 
hardly say much about the new system, because it has only been in force a short time ; 
but so far as Calgary is concerned, I think it works tolerably well. Of course the law 
wants a little amendment, it could hardly become perfect at once. 

37496. Are there amendments which suggest themselves to you thus far ?!—Not 
any particular amendments, because I have not read the Act very carefully yet. I have 
had no occasion to read it very carefully, because only one case was brought before me, 
which was in regard to the importation of liquor, and that is one point which T have 
studied. : 

3 37497. We understand that at the last session of the Legislature some amendments 
were proposed, but as the session was hurried there was no opportunity to pass them ? 
—TI saw that in the newspapers. 

37498. Do you know what was the tenor of the amendments ?—I cannot now tell 
from memory what they were. 

37499. From your experience of the permit system, was there much liquor in the 
Territories for consumption /—When I was living at Battleford I did not think there 
was a large quantity of lquor imported into the Territories. I suppose there was a 
good reason for that, because that part of the country was far away from all railway 
communication and far away from any place from which liquor could be obtained. 
Anybody who was recommended could get a permit from the Lieutenant-Governor to 
bring in liquor. The population there was small, but afterwards more people came in 
and the law was less observed, and large quantities of liquor were illicitly imported into 
the country. ‘ 

37500. Do you know whether the people in those days resorted to such compounds 
as pain-killer, eau de Cologne and Jamaica ginger !—I have no personal knowledge of it, 
excepting one instance, when I saw some parties making a queer kind of cocktail in the 
morning. I cannot remember the mixture, but it looked to me not to be ordinary 
liquor. I think the basis of it was alcohol, and they had some other mixture, including 
salts, I think, and they took it medicinally they said. Its effect I do not know, ana 
whether it was intoxicating or not I do not know, as I did not taste it. I heard that 
there were some people who, when they could not get spirituous liquor, resorted to pain- 
killer and other stuff, including Worcester sauce, but I have never seen any persons 
taking those compounds. 

37501. Taking the second part of your answer in regard to Calgary, we have been 
told of the decision given by you in regard to the working of the permit system, to 
which, if you have no objection, I will refer.—I have no objection ; my decisions are 
public. 

37502. It was as to the power possessed by any one who brought in liquor under 
permit to pass it on to another person with the permit, after it had once come into the 
Territories /—That is correct. 

37503. Was that the effect of the decision /—If I bring in liquor under a permit 
from the Lieutenant-Governor it is legally imported, and it belongs to me, and there is 
no objection to my giving it to a neighbour or giving a man a bottle if I like, so long 
as the quantity covered by the permit is not exceeded. It does not make the action 
illegal or illicit to give the liquor away. 

37504. Your decision did not relax the law in regard to barter or sale ?—No. 

37505. Was your attention called to the fact that search was frequently made 
through goods with a view to finding liquor concealed in them. Were any appeals 
made to you in order to restrain search !—No. 

37506. Did persons who were searched never appeal to you for injunctions to 
restrain the police ?—I had no experience of that. 

37507. As a citizen of Calgary, are you able to say whether before there was a 
change in the law there was illicit sale going on in the community ?— Yes. 

37508. We have been told to- day that this has been going on for two years !—Yes. 
For two years before the license system was adopted liquor was pretty nearly as free as 
it is now. 

37509. We hear that it was sold quite openly !— Yes. 
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37510. Do you know the quality of the liquor, whether it was pure or adulterated ? 
—As a rule it was pretty good liquor. The people paid so much that they did not care 
to have second class liquor served to them. 

37511. Was the price higher than it is now ?—Yes, a great deal. I heard that as 
high as $10 was paid for a bottle of brandy. 

37512. Have you ever considered the question of the treatment of the persistent 
drunkard? Although you may not have such men here, you know the kind of man to 
whom I refer, the man who is constantly before the police court and is sent to jail for a 
short term, is then released and is soon again before the court. Have you considered 
whether, in regard to such men, it would be better to put them in some institution for 
a length of time, with a view to their reformation !—I think when a man is lost to all 
sense of morality and has not the moral strength to r- strain himself, it would be best to 
send him to some institution where he could get what is commonly called the “ gold cure.” 

37513. You would not have the present system of short terms of imprisonment ? 
—No. 

37514. Have you had any opportunity of ascertaining whether the members 

-of the North-west Mounted Police tried to enforce the prohibitory system !—Yes, to a 
very great extent. 

37515. Did they appear to do their duty ?—I think so. 

37516. If I can judge from the experience of the Commissioner of the force and 
the Superintendents, they were to a great extent powerless /—Yes. 

37517. Did they do their duty so far as they were able /— Yes. 

37518. Do you know whether illicit stills prevailed to any great extent !—I do not 
think so. I only heard of three around.this part of the country. 

37519. Was smuggling the principal evil /—Yes. 

37520. I ask you, as a jurist, what is the effect on a community of having a law on 
the statute-book which is persistently and flagrantly violated ?—It has an evil effect. The 
first evil effect is this, it brings into this country desperate characters, whisky smugglers, 
who are not the best part of the population of any country. They ‘make large profits 
out of the trade and they risk a great deal to bring in the liquor, and of course they 
are not the kind of citizens we like to see. Since the license system has come into 
force these parties have disappeared. I believe the prohibitory law was unpopular 
with the people in this part of the country, so far as I know the feelings of the people, 
and of course they would not observe it. 

37521. Had you very many cases brought before you in connection with that law ? 
—Yes. 

37522. Of what kind ?—Appeals from convictions by Magistrates. 

37523. Have you considered whether it would be right in case of the enactment of 
a prohibition law for the whole country, that brewers and distillers should receive 
remuneration for their loss of plant and machinery !/—I have not considered that ques- 
tion, because it never entered into my mind that a prohibitory law would be passed for 
the whole Dominion. JI think if such a law were passed, it would be only right that 
those parties should receive remuneration ; but, on the other hand, I have always con- 
sidered that that law is one of those good things that cannot be enforosd. My reason 
for thinking that is, because a man Ponta manufacture liquor any way in his own house. 
So I think it is one of the fine theories that are not practicable. 

37524. We have had much evidence in the Province of Quebec in regard to the 
advantage of promoting the use of light wines and ales instead of the heavier liquors ? 
— Yes, I think it would be a good thing if light wines could be introduced into the 
country: You have an example of their use in France, where the people do not think 
of drinking water, and the principal use they make of it is for washing purposes. In 
France the people are most temperate, notwithstanding the fact that they are habitual 
users of light wines. 

37525. Do you think the climatic conditions here might render it difficult to use 
those liquors here /— Yes. 

37526. You would favour the adoption of such a system, if it were possible /—Yes, 
for a certain class of the people. I do not think, however, that you should deprive the 

Hon. Cuares B. RouLeav. 
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jarge majority of the people of what liquor they wish, because the drunkards are such 
a small minority of the people of the whole Dominion that they are hardly worth speak- 
ing of. For instance, in this community with a population of 4,000 people, roughly 
speaking, I do not know now of one habitual drunkard ; there may be one or two in 
the town, but I do not know of them. 

37527, Taking your experience as a whole, of the town and your knowledge of this 
section, do you believe that a very small minority of those who use liquors use them to 
excess !—I believe so. 

37528. Have you had any experience of a prohibitory law in any other country ?— 
I have seen it in Vermont, but it was not a success. We could get all the liquor we 
wanted. 

37529. You spoke of some appeals coming before you: of what nature were they ? 
—They were appeals from convictions. 

37530. For having liquor to sell or for selling liquor !—Probably for having liquor 
in their possession. There was a difference of opinion and the Justices of the Peace 
thought their opinion was right, and I thought my opinion was better. 

37531. Your opinion prevailed /—Yes, and they had to amend the law to suit their 
own way of interpreting it. They had been enforcing the law contrary to its real 
meaning. There had been strictness on their part and on the part of the Magistrates 
in trying to enforce the law, but they might have enforced it in a simpler manner. 

37532. You say there was strictness on their part /—Yes, they had been very strict 
so far as they went, but I thought they would have enforced the law with more effect 
if they had arrested parties for selling the liquor. That is a very simple matter, for a 
man selling liquor over a bar could be arrested. It is, moreover, easier to prove such a 
case, but in regard to having liquor in possession it is very difficult to prove it, for 
when a man produces a permit and says he has liquor in his possession legally, it is 


difficult to make out a case. 


37533. We find there was a great increase in the quantity of liquor coming into 
‘tthe Territories of late years, and it has been suggested that owing to this fact, the 
permit system was extended so as to bring in liquor legally and get rid of the smuggled 
liquor /—I have no personal knowledge in regard to that matter, and the only opinion I 
have is from what I have heard. 

37534, Have you ever had any case before you that involved the search of person 
‘and domicile by the police under the prohibitory regulations /—No such case came before 
me for investigation that I remember. 


By kev. Dr McLeod : 


37535, I think you said that in the early days prohibition was fairly well enforced ? 
—Yes. 

37536. And in the later years there was more liquor consumed ?—Yes; the popu- 
lation grew larger, and it was more difficult to enforce the law. 

37537. Was it attributable in any degree to the number of permits issued ?—No, I 
think it was due to the large increase in the population. Of course with a large increase 
of population, there would be a large increase in the number of permits issued, because 
when the Lieutenant-Governor knew a man personally he granted him a permit. 

37538. In 1883 when you came to the Territories the quantity of lquor entering 
by permit was 6,736 gallons and in 1886, three years afterwards, the quantity had 
increased to 20,564 gallons, or something like three times as much as in 1883, Was 
there an increase in the population in the same ratio /—Yes, and more than four times, 
because the railway came to the mountains in 1883, and it went through in 1884, I 
think. So that three years afterwards the railway got into running order, and 
there was three or four times as large a population as there was before. 

37539. Did you notice any difference after the introduction of the four per cent beer 
—I refer to an increase in drinking ?—No, I cannot say that I remember any great 
difference. 

37540. In 1887, under the four per cent plan, there were 151,429 gallons permitted ? 
—That included beer, of course. 
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37541. A good quantity of beer, and there was an increase also in the quantity of 
spirits permitted to come in ?—Yes ! 

37542. Comparing the time after the four per cent beer was permitted with the 
years preceding it, did you observe whether there was an increase in the consumption 
of liquor and an increase in the effects of liquor /—It is pretty hard to say, because the 
population was increasing so fast. You cannot easily keep track of those matters unless 
you make a particular study of them. 

37543. Prior to the license system, which came into operation on Ist May last, we 
have been told here that the town of Calgary actually issued licenses to a number of 
persons in the face of the permit system. Do you know anything about that ’—They 
were not licensed to sell liquor. 

37544. They were licensed, to do what !—They were licensed to keep saloons. They 
were Guided to sell what were called temperance drinks. 

37545, That suggests another question: Do you know whether they sold other than 
temperance drinks ?—That is hard for me to say. I know one or two cases were 
brought before me in which the parties were charged with selling spirituous liquors, and 
they “pleaded. 

37546. What did they plead?—TI could not tell you the particulars of the cases ; 
they occurred two or three years ago. 

37547. When they were brought before you charged with selling without permit, 
were they able to produce stubs of permits and thus protect themselves from penal- 
ties ?—They could not do that because the Lieutenant-Governor never allowed them to 
sell, I mean to sell spirituous liquors ; as a rule they were brought before me for having 
liquor in their possession. 

37548. Then it was not possible to prove that they sold the liquor?—They were 
not accused of selling. 

37549. Has a man a right to sell liquor and then produce astub as his justification 
on a charge of selling liquor on his permit /—There never was such a case. 

37550. Do you know, from your general knowledge, that men who had municipal 
licenses did really sell spirituous liquors /—I heard it, but I do not know it personally. 

37551. Comparing the three systems that have been in operation, the early permit 
system, then the four per cent beer system, and now the license system, which is prefer- 
able in your opinion?—So far as I am concerned, I would rather see the trade 
restricted, and regulated by law, and I prefer a: license system. 

37552. You have already stated that the license law has been sc hort a time in 
operation that you have not been able to form a judgment in regard tc it.—So far as 
regards the Province of Quebec, I know it worked pretty well, and you can make it as 
strict as you please. 

37553. Do you regard the old system as a prohibition system or as a permit system ? 
I think it was neither a fish nora bird. I do not know what to call it. It was 
prohibition to a certain class of the population. 

37554. So it really could not be regarded as out and out prohibition 7——It was nota 
real prohibition system. 

37555, I notice that Commissioner Herchmer in his report for 1889, referring to 
the liquor traffic in the Territories, said : ‘ The permit system should be done away with, 
if the law is to be enforced.” By which I understand him to mean that permits were issued 
(although he does not say so) indiscriminately, “that made the system of prohibition 
impracticable.” Have you observed that !—No, I did not think of that, because in 1889, 
T was living here at the time, and I know as a fact that liquor was very freely impor ton 

The Lieutenant-Governor after a time refused to issue permits. 

37556. It has been stated by some witnesses that smuggling was facilitated and 
made safe by the permit system, that if a man had a permit for five gallons he held the 
stub ; that if a further quantity was smuggled in, and if he was accused of having 
liquor in his possession, all he had to do was to produce the stub, and so long as the 
quantity did not exceed the specified amount he was safe !—The ditticulty was this, that 
the permits did not specify the time which the man might hold the liquor in his pos- 
session. If I had liquor in my possession I did not find it necessary, as some parties did, 
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to drink it all at once. I keptit for one or two years, and it would always be covered 
by the permit ; and later on the rule was adopted by which every time a permit was 
filled the permit itself must be returned and be cancelled and all the man would retain 
would be the stub. — 

37557. Was that lately —No, it was a pretty long time ago. When a man 
wanted to make it appear that he had a permit he would refer to the stub. If the 
permit was not cancelled, the man would send back for any other supply. 

37558. You spoke about the “gold cure” and appeared to think that it would bea 
better way of dealing with inebriates !—Yes, from what I have seen of the results it is 
a perfect cure. I have known 10 or 12 men who were advanced in the alcoholic disease 
and they were practically cured. 

37559. Do you think it is wise for the Government to permit a traftic that requires 
such institutions to be maintained ?—By taking proper care of inebriates I think the 
Government would be acting wisely. 

37560. You have spoken of the condition of affairs in France ?—Yes. 

37561. Have you, from your reading or observation, observed that there has been 
an increase in the use of alcoholic liquors in France during the past few years /—I have 
heard so. 

37562. It has been officially stated that there has been such increase ?—Yes, I have 
seen it stated. 

37563. If the people were not able to get wine would they resort to other com- 
pounds ?—In my opinion people always want stimulants. 

37564. Are there not some who do not want them ?—It depends a good deal on the 
constitution of the parties and their former habits, and there area great many matters 
to be taken into consideration. 

37565. You are Judge of the Supreme Court, and have to deal with the graver 
crimes committed in your district /—Yes. 

37566. Have you, during your professional career at the Bar and on the Bench, 
observed whether any percentage of the serious crimes coming before you are attributa- 
ble, directly or indirectly, to the drink habit’—My experience has been contrary to 
that. My experience is that the graver crimes, with which I have had to do, have 
not been attributable at all to liquor. A great many small cases might be so attribu- 
table, but my experience in these Territories and in the east is quite contrary to that. 


By Judge McDonald : 


37567. In regard to the use of wine in France. If the use of wine has developed a 
desire for alcohol, that is now said to be more prevalent than formerly, would not you 
have expected it to have developed centuries ago /—Yes. 

37568. This use of light wines in France is not a thing of recent years, I suppose ? 
—No, it has been continued for centuries. 


A. ROSS CUTHBERT, of Calgary, Inspector of the North-west Mounted Police, 
on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


37569. How long have you resided in the Territories !—Since the summer of 1885, 

37570. Did you come here in connection with the police force /—Yes. 

37571. Have you been stationed at any other places than Calgary !—I was four 
years at Prince Albert, about one year at Regina and the rest of the time here. 

37572. From which of the provinces did you come !—From Quebec, the County of 
Berthier. 

37573. I suppose, in the discharge of your official duties, you have had to deal with 
the prohibitory or permit law /—Yes, it has been one of the many duties which the 
Mounted Police have had to discharge. 
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37574. So far as your experience extends have the Mounted Police endeavoured 
faithfully to carry out the duties committed to them ?—Yes, as a body they have. 

37575. Have you found it very difficult to do so ?—Yes, very difficult. 

37576. Have you found many difficulties in the way of preventing people bringing 
in liquor /— Yes. 

37577. Please give the Commissioners your experience as regards those difficulties ? 
—Of course in great many cases those matters have been reported to me as an officer. 
Personally, I have had no special experience, except in regard to destroying seized liquors 
which had been found in all manner of goods and packed in all kinds of ways. 

37578. In what way was the liquor packed !—Some liquor was found packed in 
piano and organ cases, also in barrels of apples, and sugar and rice. 

37579. Have you reason to believe that all the liquor so packed and sent into the 
country was detected !—No, only a very small percentage was detected I fancy. 

37580. Had you occasion to deal with people who were misusing permits, that is 
to say, permits that had run out !—Yes, especially in Calgary. 

37581. In that way was there trouble here?!—When a case was brought up for 
trial under the statute almost invariably the party produced a permit to cover the 
liquor, the permit not necessarily in his own name, but one used by another person and 
which covered the same quantity. 

37582. Were the liquors seized for being exposed for sale /—They were seized for 
being in possession of the parties. It was very difficult to get a case of selling, because 
it was difficult to get anybody to buy a drink and then inform. 

37583. Have you found, in the discharge of your duties, that in those cases there 
was a great deal of perjury committed, more so than in other cases ?—Yes, very much 
more so, A man hardly considered it any offence to lie in the whisky cases. 

37584. Have you found, in your experience, that there were people who used 
Jamaica ginger, pain-killer and substances of that kind for beverage purposes ?—Yes, 
and red ink and methylated spirits, also the contents of fire hand grenades and almost 
everything that would intoxicate. 

37585. Those are cases that came under your own personal knowledge, I suppose ? 
—They occurred at Prince Albert. 

37586. It has been suggested that only old topers could use such compounds. Was 
it your experience that the use of such articles was confined to that class?—Very much 
so; but, of course, Jamaica ginger was considered one of the very best drinks next to 
liquor itself. 

37587. Then its use was not confined to the old toper class ?—Not altogether. 

37588. Do you know of the drink in Prince Albert called Moka ?—I have heard of 
it. It was spoken of as an intoxicating drink, but I never had any experience of it. 

37589. Were you here at the time the cargo of barrels labelled “four per cent 
beer” was seized and found to contain spirituous liquors, which were destroyed !—No, I 
do not remember. I was not here at the time. 

37590. Latterly, before the license law came into operation, there were a great 
many permits for 20 gallons, and beer came in in barrels containing bottles of beer at 
both ends and whisky in the centre, which came under beer permits ?— Yes, and bottles 
of aerated water came in, and between them were bottles containing spirituous liquors. 

37591. Judging from your experience, do you think it is practicable to thoroughly 
enforce a prohibitory law ’—I do not, unless public opinion became more in favour of it, 
and that seems to be an utter impossibility. 

37592. Have you found that feeling prevailing over the country at large ?—Yes, 
altogether. 

37593. You have lived in communities where the license law was in force and 
where sale was not permitted on Sunday and during certain hours ?—Yes. 

37594. Did you find public sentiment in favour of such prohibition ?—Yes ; but in 
a great many cases the law was not carried out. 

37595. Then the people backed the law /—Yes, there was a greater feeling in favour 
of carrying out that law. 

37596. Do you find the same feeling prevailing in the Territories in regard to total 
prohibition /—No, there is not. 
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37597. Were you troubled with illicit stills at all?—Yes, there were three or four 
illicit stills in this district. sl. . 

37598. What did they use for the purpose of distillation !—It was very hard to 
tell. They had not been in recent use. In one or two corn was found. I know that 
whisky was made from potato peelings. 

37599. Where spirituous liquors were sold, had you any reason to believe they 
were adulterated ’—-Of course there was a difference in quality, but I had no means of 
knowing whether they were adulterated or not. 

37600, So far as your knowledge goes and so far as your experiences as an officer 
of the North-west Mounted Police force goes, has that force, as a body, honestly and truly 
endeavoured to carry out its duties !—Yes, to the best of my knowledge. There have 
been a few exceptions. The temptations have been great for men placed in responsible 
positions, and in regard to a few individuals we had reason to believe afterwards that 
they had yielded, as their duties could have been more satisfactorily done. But, as a 
general rule members of the force faithfully carried out their duties and the law was 
endeavoured to be enforced. ' 

37601. Had you any cases where domiciliary search was made?—Yes, and search 
of persons. 

37602. That became necessary in some cases, I suppose ?—Yes. 

37603. And it was carried out /—Yes. 

37604. I suppose, in some of the cases of visiting houses, the men did the duty 
because it was laid on them to do so?—I have no knowledge of any other influence 
making the men do so except the sense of duty. 

37605. You found it to be a disagreeable duty, I suppose !—Yes. 

37606. But you found the men, as a body, faithfully doing their duty 1—Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


37607. Do I understand that the permits increased the difficulties of the police in 
enforcing the law ?—Very much so. ; 

37608. Do you regard the system as a system of prohibition or rather of permis- 
sion /—It was a system of permission. 

37609. Have you ever had much trouble on account of the drinking habits of the 
men under your charge !—Yes. It has been one of the greatest difficulties with the force. 
Of course the men occupy positions in which temptations have been placed in 
their way, probably such temptations as are not placed in the way of other men. 

37610. I suppose there is a canteen to each station !—Latterly there has been. 

37611. How recently were the canteens established !—It was established three or 
four years ago. 

37612. What was the object of their establishment?—To keep the men out of 
trouble in the towns. 

37613. And was it to prevent their getting liquor !—No, but to give them amuse- 
ment and pastime in the barracks. 

37614. T suppose liquor is sold there !—There is the sale of beer. 

37615. Only beer 7—Yes. 

37616. No spirituous liquors are allowed 1—No. 

37617. Have you reason to believe that the constables have frequented where liquors 
were sold ?—Cases never came under my notice. Itis probable that there have been 
such cases, but they have never come under my notice. 

37618. Could the men get drink by permit 1—The men could in a great many cases 
get liquor from people who were interested in the traffic and would take that means of 
bribing them. ; 

37619. Then they did get liquor from men in the illicit trade ?—For the most part 
from saloon-keepers. 

37620. Do you think there would be a tendency to make the force less vigilant than 
they would have been ?—Yes. 

37621. It has been stated that the men would wink at offences and in that way 
would greatly increase their pay, because they would be tipped for doing so. Do you 
think that charge is, to some extent correct !—I think it is correct, because one man who 
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was on duty in Calgary before the license law came into force, told men that it was 
worth $1,800 a year for a man stationed there not to do his duty. 

37622. That would be a very strong temptation I suppose /—Yes, especially for a 
man who only gets $13 a month, unless he was of very good metal and resisted. 

37623. Then he would have to be something over the ordinary average man !/—Yes. 
Because he expected to be only a few years in the force and he could carry this on 
without being found out. 

37624. Do you think that this state of things prevailed over the Territories and that 
it interfered with the rigid enforcement of the law ?—Yes, in a few cases. 

37625. Take the last year or two in Calgary before the license law came into 
operation: we understand there were licenses to sell liquid refreshments granted to 10 
or 20 persons who were supposed to sell at the same time spirituous liquors and intoxi- 
cants. Do you know whether members of the force were in the habit of prosecuting 
those places ?—I do not know that they were generally prosecuted, but some were, no 
doubt. 

37626. Were complaints made by the officers against those dealers for illicit selling ? 
—lIt was very difficult to get information on which to base a complaint, because men 
who were brought up for being drunk would never say where they got the liquor ; they 
could not be forced to tell. 

37627. I suppose the officers looked out for infringements of the law in Calgary as 
well as elsewhere /—Yes. 

37628. Were there many cases of infringement brought to the attention of the offi- 
cers !—A_ great many. 

37629. Those were prosecuted and penalties imposed !— Always. 

37630. Were there many cases of convictions in Calgary during the time that 
liquid refreshments were allowed ’—There were a great many. 

37631. It has been suggested, and, perhaps, you, as an officer having to deal with 
such matters, have some knowledge of it, that when a man was prosecuted for having 
liquor in his possession, before the case’ would proceed to trial, the man charged with 
the offence would send to Regina for a permit, which would be dated subsequent to the 
seizure. Do you know of such cases }—No cases of that kind came under my own per- 
sonal attention, but I have heard of such things being done. 

37632. Of course it was very difficult to enforce the law when such thingsoccurred ? 
—Yes. 

By Judge McDonald : 


37633. In regard to the permit, did you mean that it would be dated after the 
seizure /—The permit was dated at the time of the seizure. 

37634. What evidence was there that the liquor was subsequently obtained !— 
Simply because there was no production of the permit at the time the seizure ‘took 
place. 

37635. So that permit was antedated !—I never examined into the matter very 
closely, but it must have been antedated for the man to cover the liquor by it. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


37636. I suppose, if the man had liquor seized and had a permit, he would produce 
it immediately ?— Yes. 

37637. The fact that he produced the permit only some days after was very strong 
evidence that he procured it latterly ’—Yes. Ina great many cases the permit was 
produced some days afterwards by the man going round collecting old permits}to cover 
the liquor. 


By Judge McDonald : 


37638. We have been told that a legal decision was given that so long as the 
liquor was not for barter and sale, it could be passed from one man to another ?—Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


37639. So when a man smuggled liquor he could borrow a permit or procure one 


to stand between him and conviction ’—Yes, 
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By Judge McDonald : 


37640. Was there much of that done /—Yes. 

37641. There is a charge made of the abuse of the permit system, by which a man 
got a permit contrary to the spirit if not the letter of the law. If the system had 
been observed, would there have been any liquor smuggling in sugar barrels and the 
like ?-—Yes, but not to the same extent. When the legal decision had been given that 
any permit could cover a given quantity of liquor, then it was that permits were issued 
more extensively. Before that time liquor was smuggled more. 

37642. Was there not, after the introduction of the four per cent beer plan, a great 
deal of smuggling !—Yes ; ‘there has been continuously a great deal of smuggling and 
large quantities of liquor have come in on the cars. 

37643. No less than 153,000 gallons were covered by permit in 1890. Would that, 


in any degree, cover the quantity brought into the Territories ?—By no means. 


37644. Then there was a large quantity smugeled’—Yes. I have a case in which 
a man was informed against for having liquor in his } possession and who, during the same 
day, produced permits for double the “quantity he had-——permits that he had collected 
during the day. Some of those permits were for liquor obtained a year before. It was 
too absurd to pass over, so the permits were returned as not covering the liquor. 

37645. We have been told that latterly the stubs were collected and cancelled ?— 
Latterly they were. 

37646. We have been told that when a man got a permit the stub would be left 
with him for his protection and the permit would be sent to the seller. The Express 
Company required the permit which was afterwards cancelled, but the man retained the 
stub and could use it afterwards and justify his being in possession of liquor ?—It may 
have been done in some localities, but I do not know of it being done here. 

37647. We have been told that during the last two years there has been illicit sale 
carried on here /— Yes. 

37648. In several places ?— Yes. 

37649. And the action taken recently was simply licensing what was before illegal ? 
—yYes. There was sale, and we were not able to get hold of the offenders. It was diffi- 
cult to get information sufficient to obtain convictions, and this difficulty prevailed in a 
great many cases which would otherwise have been proceeded against. 

37650. You have spoken of temptations in the way of your men that were not in 
the way of other men?—Yes. The saloon-keeper knows that a mounted policeman’s duty 
is to catch him if he can, and he will try to get the policeman on his side by some means 
or other. 

37651. You think that only in a limited number of cases they succeeded !—Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


37652. You were not aware of any period when the stubs were cancelled?—No, I 
am not aware of any period when the stubs were cancelled. 
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ARTHUR SIFTON, of Calgary, barrister, on being duly sworn, deposed as 
follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


37653. We understand you hold an official position /— Yes, I do at present. 

37654, What is it?—I am Town Solicitor. 

37655. Are you appointed by the Town Council !—Yes. 

37656. What are your duties ?—My duties are to conduct suits on behalf of the 
Corporation, draw up by-laws, attend to infractions of those by-laws and advise the 
Council. 

37657. How long have you lived in the North-west Territories !—Since 1885, with 
the exception of one year I spent in California. 

37658. Have you resided in Calgary all that time?—No. I was two and one-half 
years at Prince Albert. 

37659. How long have you held the position of Town Solicitor !—Two months. 

37660. Did you come from Ontario originally ?—I came from Manitoba to the 
Territories, but I came from Ontario in 1875. 

37661. From what county !—From Middlesex. 

37662. Speaking in your official capacity, how do you find the license system to work. 
Are there any amendments you can suggest in regard to it/—Yes, there are a number 
of amendments desirable. 

37663. We should be glad to hear them stated ?—I think those suggested by the 
Mayor this morning, and by the Chief of Police, would be, to a certain extent, improve- 
ments, namely, to have open bar-rooms fronting the street and with no screens at win- 
dows. J think in regard to the wholesale license issued the quantity allowed to be sold 
is entirely too small, and besides the party is allowed to keep open on Saturday night after 
the hotels are closed. 

37664. They are allowed to keep open up to what hours ?—Up to 11 o’clock. 

37665. Are they allowed to sell groceries in connection with liquors /—No, only 
liquors. 

37666. What evil do you think the permission to keep open causes /—The working- 
men are in the habit of purchasing bottles of liquor and taking it home with them, 
whereas it would probably be better if they could only get it by the glass. 

37667. Have you any other suggestions to offer. In some places it has been sug- 
gested that inspection of liquors would be desirable ?—I do not think that would make | 
any particular difference. 

37668. What do you think in regard to the number of licenses that should be 
allowed. Take Calgary, for instance: is the number reasonable !—If houses are to be 
licensed I think the number is a fair one for this town. I do not think the number of 
hotels is in excess of the number required. We have a floating population and require 
a good deal of hotel accommodation. 

37669. Do you think the restaurants are required for the sale of liquor ?—I do not 
think they are. 

37670. Do you think the restaurants should be required to close at the same time as 
the hotels. Are they obliged to do so?—No. 

37671. How long can they keep open!—I have never paid any attention torestaurants. 

37672. According to your experience if it was necessary to do away with the saloon 
bar and the hotel bar, which would it be better to get rid of —Personally I think the 
hotel bar does more harm in regard to leading people to drink, that is people who are 
obliged to go there on business. 

37673. You think the hotel bar is more injurious ?— Yes, in regard to leading away 
people who do not wish to drink. 

37674. Then if either had to be dispensed with, which would you dispense with ?— 
The hotel bar. 

37675. Would you dispense with both /—Yes. 

ARTHUR SIFTON. 
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37676. Are you favourable to prohibition as a principle !—Yes. That is only con- 
sidering it from my own standpoint, as a moral question. Legally, I believe in people 
having whatever they want—that is to say whatever the majority desire. 

37677. Then you would not believe in prohibition by law !—Yes, if the majority of 
the people were in favour of it. I believe it should be left entirely to the people’s 
wishes to decide the question by a majority. 

37678. Then you think, if the majority of the people were in favour of it, it should 
be enacted !— Yes. 

37679. Do you think it would be practicable ?— Yes. 

37680. Do you think it could be enforced !—Yes. 

37681. You have heard the evidence given by the officers of the North-west Mounted 
Police as to the difficulties they had in regard to enforcing the prohibitory law in the 
Territories !— Yes. 

37682. Looking at their account, and taking the country as a whole, you still 
think that prohibition could be enforced ?—Yes. 

37683. What means would you suggest of enforcing it !—I think if the Magis- 
trates appointed to enforce it, and the justices before whom the cases came, were in 
favour of the enforcement of a prohibitory law, and the law was properly drawn, it could 
be enforced with the number of men we have at present, or with a less number. 

37684. Do I understand you to say that the judiciary of the country will follow 
their own feelings, they not being in favour of the law, in deciding legal questions that 
come before them ?—No, I do not say so. 

37685. You said if you had a judiciary in favour of the enforcement of the law ?— 
Yes, I was referring more generally to the Magistrates. 

37686. It has generally been conceded that the judiciary of this country never 
allow themselves to be influenced by those sentiments in the administration of the law ? 
—I do not say they do. But take the evidence of Inspector Cuthbert. He said the 
decisions of the court went a long way in preventing them from enforcing the law. I 
do not mean that the decision of the court was wrong or that the members of the court 
were wrongly influenced, but the court did hold that the law was not as it was supposed 
to be. 

37687. Do you mean to say that the court was wrong?’—No. I mean to say it 
was not a prohibitory law. 

37688. How do you propose to strengthen the action of the judiciary upon the 
question: is it not the duty of the judiciary to decide all principles !—Certainly. 

37689. That being the case, it is not the appointment of Magistrates and Judges 
who were favourable or unfavourable to the law that would influence the decisions !— 
The appointment of Magistrates would have a great deal to do with the matter. 

37690. Magistrates of what kind ?’—Ordinary Justices of the Peace. 

37691. Have you not those now !—We have a great many of them. 

37692. Would you propose to select Justices of a different kind in order to carry 
out a prohibitory law ?—I would. 

37693. Would you select men who were favourable to the law ?—No, but I would 
be very careful to get good men. 

37694. Are the authorities not careful now?—They are not always careful. It 
must, however, be remembered that these Magistrates act to a large extent without 
pay, and it is of course difficult to get good men who are competent to devote the neces- 
sary time to the work without being paid for it. 

37695. Is there anything to prevent the appointment of a Stipendiary Magistrate 4 
—I think that would be proper. 

37696. Are you acquainted with the Irish Constabulary, which, as you know, is & 
picked force. Would that force be such a force as you have in view !—To a certain ex- 
tent, something similar to that. I believe for the enforcement of all laws, Stipendiary 
Magistrates are proper judicial ofticers to appoint. We have great difficulty in all cases 
that are before ordinary Magistrates, who have no time to devote to them. 

37697. Would you hope to enforce a prohibitory law under such conditions as you 
have spoken of /—Yes. 

37698. You think it would be practicable and advisable !—Yes, 
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37699. Do you think it would be advisable for the Territories as a whole ?—For the 
Dominion as a whole. 

37700. And for the ‘Territories ?—Yes. But I want nothing except national pro- 
hibition. 

37701. If you could not get general prohibition, would you not take prohibition for 
the Territories !—I do not think I would. 

37702. Have you had any opportunity of forming an opinion as to the sentiment of 
the community as a whole on this subject /—I find the sentiment in this part of the 
Territories, and particularly outside of the towns of the southern country to be a great 
deal more in favour of prohibition than is the sentiment in the towns, especially in 
Calgary. 
| 37703. Do you not find the sentiment in towns as favourable to general prohibition 

as in the country /-—No. 

37704. Outside the towns, is the sentiment favourable to it /—Yes. 

37705. Can you account for a Legislature fresh from the people enacting a license 
law unless the members were acting in accordance with popular sentiment ?—Yes, I can 
to a certain extent. There were other questions before the people at the time the last 
Legislature was elected. We elected two men in this district by acclamation without 
contest. 

37706. Were they both license men ?—Yes. While there were a great number of 
prohibitionists in this district there was not a sufficient number who thought it was an 
important matter to elect a candidate in opposition to those men ; they were considering 
other matters that were of larger importance. 

37707. So the entire prohibitionists in Calgary did not attempt to carry out pro- 
hibition ?—_No. 

37708. Was that the case in the whole country ?—With the exception of one or 
two districts : in Assiniboia it was the case. 

37709. And the Legislature passed a license law !—Yes. 

37710. Did the candidates to whom you have referred, profess to be in favour of a 
license law !—Yes, we all knew they were in favour of a license law. 

37711. But owing to the fact that they were in accordance with the people’s wishes 
on other questions, they voted for them ?— Yes. 

37712. Was no eftort made to elect a prohibition candidate !—No. Those men had 
both been members of the House before, and had advanced the principles that the people 
wanted to have advanced, and so they voted for them. 

37713. And yet the weight of sentiment in this direction was for prohibition ?—I 
do not think it was in this district. 

37714. Would the town overrule the district 7—Yes, I think that the whole dis- 
trict of Calgary is against prohibition. 

37715. Are you able to speak personally of other districts, of the choice of can- 
didates they made !—The same difficulty prevailed in regard to other districts and for 
similar reasons. There were other very important matters before the people Our 
people have only enjoyed representative government these last few years, and all the 
members had been in the House during that time with the exception of four or five. 

37716. In the case of the passage of a general prohibitory law, a law prohibiting 
the manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes, do 
you think it would be right that brewers and distillers should receive compensation for 
their loss of plant and machinery ?—I have never considered that question very much, 
and I do not think it would make very much difference ; but since you have asked the 
question to-day I have been thinking of it, and my opinion is that it would be right that 
compensation should be made for such machinery as would be rendered truly useless. 

37717. You understand that by statute or by departmental regulations they are 
obliged to provide certain kinds of machinery which is liable to be changed from time to 
time, and that they are compelled to keep their spirits two or three years for rectifica- 
tion purposes !—I know that. 

37718. You think if a general prohibitory law was passed, they should be com- 
pensated ?—Yes. 
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37719. What is your opinion of the community as compared with communities in 
other places ; is it a sober and quiet one ?—It compares well with eastern communities. 
Of course we have a floating population at times that is greater than they have in eastern 
communities of the same size, but our resident people will compare favourably with 
people in other communities. 

37720. It has been stated that there have been more cases of drunkenness since the 
license law came into force; but, taking all in all, is any percentage of the people who 
drink and get drunk non-residents !—Some of them. 

37721. People who have just come into town ?—Yes, but some of them have been 
people who have been here some little time. In regard to that matter the Chief of 
Police was asked the question, and he did not seem toknow. We looked over the books 
this morning, and I found that since the license law came intooperation there have been 136 
arrests for all offences. Of that number 102 have been for drunkenness. These have been 
during the six months the law has been in force. For the corresponding six months before, 
there were 60 arrests for all offenees and 33 were for cases of drunkenness or vagrancy. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


37722. Do you understand that the difference in the number of arrests during the 
six months since the license law has been in operation and the six months preceding 
indicates -a difference in the town owing to a change of the liquor system ?—I think it 
does, although I will not go so far as to say that it indicates that more people drink. It 
indicates a difference in the appearance of the town, in the streets, because we had the 
same police force during the different periods. I may explain that I think probably part 
of the reason would be that under the other system those selling liquor would exercise, 
perhaps, a little more caution as to looking after men who got drunk and not letting 
them go on the streets in a state of intoxication. 

37723. You mean they kept them out of sight ?—That would account for part of 
that at least. 

37724. One hundred and two drunks are the figures. Of the other 34 cases, 
do you know whether any proportion of them were charged with offences due directly or 
indirectly to the drink traffic !—The greater proportion of them were houses of ill-fame. 

37725. They were not charged with selling liquor, but with being disorderly ?—For 
violation of the town by-law. 

37726. Are there many such places in town !—There are not at present. There 
have been considerable efforts made lately to weed them out. 

37727. Then the number 34 would not represent that number of places ?—No. 

37728. So practically we understand that the 136 cases that came up before the 
police court during the last six months had more or less connection with the drink trade 
and the drink habit ?—Yes, with very few exceptions. During the other period there 
were 60 arrests during the six months. 

37729. Do you know if there were any, and if so, how many, habitual drinkers in 
the town ?—I do not think there are many. 

37730. Of course the question might arise as to the definition of a habitual drinker ? 
T am taking the records as they come before the Police Court. 

37731. Of the 102 cases of drunkenness, would very many be repeaters !— Very few. 

37732. Have there be many prosecutions for violation of the license law ?/—No, I 
do not think there have been many in the town since the law came into operation. 

37733. Are we to understand .that there have been no infractions of the law ?— 
If you mean illicit sale by licensees, I do not think so, or at all events there have been 
no prosecutions instituted. 

37734. Are you able to say, from your own observation, and from what you have 
heard, whether there have been infractions of the law by licensees /—I have been told 
that there was sale of liquor during prohibited hours. 

37735. Do you know why the officers did not prosecute the offenders /—Because it 
was difficult to get evidence. 

37736. Did you find it difficult to get witnesses who would tell the truth ?—Yes. 

37737. They all know the Inspector, and while he is around I suppose there are no 
infractions of the law ; but he cannot watch 15 places all the time /—They all know hin. 
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37738. Do the town officers do anything to enforce the law, or is the whole duty 
left to the Inspector ?—It has all been left to the Inspector. I do not know that there 
have been any special instructions, outside of what the law itself contains, given to any 
one, 

37739. Have you reason to believe that there is illicit sale by persons not autho- 
rized to sell !—I do not know that there is to any extent, except by houses of ill-fame. 

37740. Are any licensed to sell liquor ?—No. 

37741. Under the old system, I mean that system of selling liquid refreshments 
under license, was there reason to believe that liquor was sold freely at that time !— Yes. 

37742. I mean intoxicants /—Quite freely. 

37743. Was no notice taken of it !—Very little. 

37744. Was any special notice taken of it by the Mounted Police ?—I do not 
remember any case of selling which the Mounted Police brought during the last year or so 
before the license law came into force. In regard to this matter I may say that my 
opinion is that a law against selling which allows men to have liquor in their possession is 
non-enforcible anywhere, and that so long as they are allowed to have it in their posses- 
sion it cannot be enforced. 

37745. Then you are not aware that much effort was made to enforce the law 
against selling during the last year or so /—No. I have seen policemen themselves go 
in and drink. 

37746. And no prosecutions followed !—Yes. 

37747. Do you regard that system as a prohibition system !—No, I do not. I think 
it was intended to be so when it was first introduced, but the granting of permits was 
left optional with the Lieutenant-Governor, and the extent to which they were granted 
depended entirely upon the Governor and on what his ideas were respecting the law, as 
to whether the law, as a prohibitory law, should be prohibitory or not. 

37748. It all amounted to this practically : that instead of having a Board of Com- 
missioners for the Territories appointed to grant permits, the whole matter was left to 
the control of the Governor, and he could grant permits to whomsoever he chose !—Prac- 
tically that was the effect of it in the late years. 

37749. Does your opinion concur with the opinion expressed by Commissioner 
Herchmer and Inspector Cuthbert, that the issue of permits made it so difficult to 
enforce the law that it was impossible to enforce the prohibition part of the Act !— 
Yes. I have known of instances where men have obtained permits regularly and trans- 
ferred them to parties who were engaged in the business of selling. JI was informed by 
one man that he had got a permit for five gallons almost every month, and he had 
invariably sent it as he received it to a man who was in the habit of selling liquor. He 
would keep a bottle or so and give the man the rest. I have known a number of cases 
of that kind where permits were issued in that way and the stubs secured him so long 
as he had not a larger quantity in his possession than was specified. 

37750. Speaking about the last election of members to the Legislature, was the 
question of granting permits versus prohibition the chief question of that election ?—I 
do not think so. 

37751, Was it a chief issue ?—I do not think so, certainly not in this district and 
not in Alberta district. I may say in regard to that matter that in the northern portion 
of this district, in fact in the portion of the district referred to in the extract read by 
the Judge this morning, and also referred to by the writer as being a district in which 
nine out of ten of the people were drinkers, a strong license man was elected. 

37752. Was he elected on that issue /—No, he was elected for the same reason that 
men are elected here. 

37753. Was it because the people were interested in the question as to whether a 
license law should be enacted or not; or was it because they were tired of the permit 
system /—It was because the system as it had been carried out had made the law obso- 
lete, so that the generality of the people, even those who had been in favour of prohibi- 
tion, thought that if they could not have the law enforced, it would be much better to 
have a license system, by which they would obtain some revenue from the trade and have 
a certain amount of control over it. 

ARTHUR SIFTON. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES. 395 


37754. Do you think it was not a decision in favour of license against prohibition 
but one in favour of license against unenforced prohibition and the permit system ? 
—Yes. 

37755. Have you knowledge sufficient to express an opinion as to what would have 
been the result if a plebiscite had been taken in the North-west Territories?—In the 
district of Saskatchewan I think prohibition would have carried by a considerable ma- 
jority. In Assiniboia the same result would have been seen as in Saskatchewan, and in 
Alberta the vote would have been the other way. 

37756. Strongly so /—No, I do not think so, taking the whole district altogether. 


By Judge McDonald : 


37757. The extract I read this morning does not refer to any particular part of the 
country !—Mr. Lucas said it was the section he went through. 

JupGeE McDONALD re-read the extract from which he had quoted. 

37758. Would he not probably be correct as to the people the writer met when 
travelling !—I think he was away out on that. 

37759. Have you had any opportunity of knowing the opinion of the people of 
Assiniboia ?—I lived there two years and a half and travelled very generally through 
the country on election campaigns and similar matters. 

37760. Who are their representatives in the Legislature ‘—I could not say, I think 
they are all license men and drinkers. 

37761. Can you account for your statement that in your opinion prohibition would 
have heen carried on a plebiscite in Assiniboia, when the people elected as their repre- 
sentatives are drinkers and in favour of a license law /— Yes. 

37762. How would you account for it ?—It is on account of the people in those 
Territories allowing their political prejudices to override their opinion in regard to moral 
questions, and to vote according to their political prejudices, without considering these 
moral questions. For instance, look at Manitoba at the last election. 

37763. We will confine ourselves, if you please, to the Territories.—That would 
afford a reason. 

37764. Atthe last election the people of Saskatchewan who were favourable to 
prohibition had a number of saloon men to voice their sentiments on that and other 
questions. Why did they not select men who would speak and vote in favour of prohibi- 
tion !—I think their action was very foolish. Unfortunately they did not look upon the 
question as I did, but were led astray by political prejudices. 

37765. For instance, we have a man here elected to a popular body who is in favour 
of license, and at the same time we are told that three-fourths of the people of the dis- 
trict are in favour of prohibition /—Yes, three-fourths of the people will say they are 
satisfied with that man because he represents them well on everything else. 

37766. That state of things would be quite correct in Alberta, because you say 
that prohibition would not obtain a majority there and, therefore, such a man would 
properly represent the district, and it is only when we come to speak of Saskatchewan 
that the difficulty occurs ?—There are two different members for Saskatchewan. 

37767. I do not want to take them individually, but take them as a class. Does 
the same statement that applies to Saskatchewan apply to Assiniboia also /—Yes. 

37768. You have stated that you think the only way to make prohibition a success 
would be to make it an offence to have liquor in possession ?—Yes, nothing else would 
do. 

37769. Name to me any country in the world that has such a law /—We had such 
a law here until the decision of the court was given. 

37770. Do you know of any country in the world that has such a law /—Yes. 

37771. Where !—In parts of California. 

37772. Name them ?—Pasadena and Riverside. 

37773. Is it an offence for a man to have liquor in his possession there /—Yes. 

37774. Do you know any other country !—Not where I have had personal experience. 

37775. We have been told of one country where they have full prohibition, and 
that is the Fiji Islands: have you any knowledge in regard to prohibition there !—Per- 
sonally I have not. 
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37776. Have you had any experience in the working of the Maine law !—No. 

37777. Under the Maine law the people are allowed to have what liquor they wish 
for their own consumption, but barter and sale are not allowed ?—We had one instance 
of actual prohibition, and that was during the building of the Canadian Pacific Railway 
in the early days of Manitoba. 

37778. Is Mr. Sifton, the contractor, any relation of yours !—Father. 

37779. Do you concur in what he said ?—I have not heard the evidence, but I do 
most heartily. 

37780. His evidence was that it was strict prohibition !—Indeed. 

37781. Have you personal knowledge of Pasadena and Riverside !—I have more 
of Pasadena than the other, my knowledge of Riverside is chiefly from hearsay. 

37782. Are you able to say that no liquor is brought into that community ?—No, 
T could not say so. 

37783. Have you resided at Pasadena?!—Yes. For practical purposes there was 
prohibition there. There were three men who were in Riverside a day, and they told 
me they could not get a drink in the town for there was no liquor for sale. Riverside 
has a population of 5,000. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


37784. Do you think that was an interference with the personal liberties of those 
men /—One thought so, but the other two thought prohibition was carried out correctly 
—in fact one was a man who had previously lived in the North-west Territories. They 
also said that ifjprohibition could be worked that way in the Territories, they would be 
in favour of prohibition. 


By Judge McDonald : 


. How large a place is Pasadena ?— About 10,000 people. 
. Is the surrounding country settled ?—Yes, thickly settled. 
. Is it near a town /—Yes, near Los Angelos, which is ten miles away. 
. Is there sale of liquor at Los Angelos? 
37789. What is the nearest point at which liquor can be obtained outside of 
Pasadena /—Los Angelos is probably the nearest. 
37790. You say it is ten miles away /—Yes. 
37791. There are no restaurants or saloons nearer ?—I do not think there are, cer- 
tainly not to any extent, and there is communication every half hour with Los Angelos. 
37792. Did you, on the occasion to which you referred when you received informa- 
tion as to the transfer of permits, make representation to the proper officials when those 
offences were committed ?—No. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


37793. Do you know whether the people of Pasadena were unanimously in favour 
of prohibition, or were there some opposed to it ?—There was a small minority opposed to 
it, but probably more than one-half of the people were in favour of it and the large pro- 
perty owners were all in favour of it. 

37794. Was it an interference with the personal liberties of the people of Pasadena 
that they were not allowed to get drink /—It was not, because they could get it freely 
by going outside the town. 

37795. Was it quite within the right of the people of Pasadena to enact prohibition 
for the town !—Yes. 

37796. Coming back to these Territories, did not you name some place where the 
people elected a candidate who was a prohibitionist while the majority of the people 
were anti-prohibitionists !— Yes. 

37797. Can you account for the people so forgetting themselves as to elect a prohi- 
bitionist in that place ?—I think it occurred for the reason that they were satisfied with 
the general course of conductof our representative, who had been our representative for 
several years, and he had satisfied us in other matters. 

ARTHUR SIFTON. 
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37798. Speaking about Mr. Pike’s statement about nine out of ten people in the 
district drinking, what have you to say about that /—It is absurd for a man travelling 
through thecountry and who does not know the people, to make that statement, because 
of course, he would meet very little with the general run of the people. 

37799. Do you think that nine-tenths of the people he met were drinking people ? 
—I think so probably. 

37800. And you think he would frame his opinion in that way 7—Yes. Of course 
a great deal depends on a man’s ownhabits. I am not in the habit of drinking even in 
moderation, and I would not come into contact with drinking men; whereas if a man 
drinks, he is liable to come into contact with drinking men when he is travelling. 


By Judge McDonald: 


37801. And when he is not travelling, too !—Yes. 

37802. What is the name of the district that sent a prohibitionist representative /— 
Edmonton. 

37803. Can you, from your own knowledge, say that the majority of the people there 
were in favour of license ?—Not from my own knowledge, only from hearsay and the 
general tenor of records in regard to that part of the country. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod - 


37804. Do you arrive at that estimate from the experience of other people /—Yes, 
from many people. 


By Judge McDonald : 


37805. You think the people voted for a candidate who would support the license 
law, because he was the man of their choice in regard to other matters ?—That is the 
explanation I can give. 


A. ROSS CUTHBERT recalled. 


37806. In regard to convictions made last year, I desire to say that Mr. Sifton does 
not appear to be aware that convictions were made for selling. There were twelve 
convictions during the year. In regard to members of the police force not securing 
cases because they were all known to the saloon-keepers, I may say that when an officer 
went into a saloon and asked for a drink, he would be told that there was no liquor in 
the place, and, of course, he could not inform. In regard to cases of that kind, men 
are sent from another place to endeavour to secure evidence on which to lay an informa- 
tion. Last year there were twelve convictions, under the statute, for selling. 


By Judge McDonald : 


37807. Do the officers go in plain clothes /—Yes. 

37808. That was the rule /—Yes, before the license system came in. In regard to 
conviction of Indians and Half-breeds found in possession of drink, there have been, 
since the license law came in and during the last six months, twenty convictions, while 
for the same period last year there were none. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod ; 


37809. Were all or any of these convictions those of persons who had licenses to 
sell liquid refreshments !—AlII of them. 

37810. In regard to the sale to Half-breeds and Indians to which you have referred, 
do you find it necessary to take extra precautions in order to protect the Indians since 
the adoption of the license system ?—Yes. If there is any large body of Indians in the 
town we have to watch them night and day, because the Half-breeds are liable to sell 

them liquor. The half-breeds can buy liquor, and they sell it to the Indians. 
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By Judge McDonald : 
37811. Have the convictions been all Indians or Half-breeds ’—Half-breeds. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


37812. Were these twelve persons convicted 1—The majority were. Of the other 
cases the evidence was not sutlicient to secure conviction, because the parties swore 
that they had not sold liquor. The cases had to be dismissed on account of lack of 
evidence. Some cases were appealed, some sustained and some quashed. 


JOHN R. COSTIGAN, of Calgary, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald : 


37813. Do you hold any official position ?—I am Crown Prosecutor for the Dominion 
Government for the district of Alberta. 

37814. How long have you resided in the Territories !—Since the early part of the 
summer of 1883. 

37815. Have you been in Calgary all that time !—Yes. 

37816. Then you have seen the working of the permit system and also of the 
license system since it came into force. Speaking as a citizen, which is found to be the 
more satisfactory /—The license system, by all means. 

37817. What were the difficulties connected with the permit or prohibitory sys- 
tem ?—The principal difficulty was, I think, that popular sentiment was opposed to it, 
as it was very difficult to enforce, and it was very difficult to get information in order 
to institute prosecutions. 

37818. What had you to do with the law officially ?—I had the prosecution of all 
cases of offences against the prohibitory clauses of the North-west Act. 

37819. When the North-west Mounted Police secured a case they would call on 
you as prosecuting counsel, I suppose !— Yes. 

37820. Did you find that much smuggling went on during that period !—Yes. 

37821. Were there any illicit stills ?—Yes, some three or four. 

37822. Were there any cases where persons used the permits fraudulently /—Yes, 
to a very great extent. 

37823. Was there more liquor smuggled in than was brought in under the permit 
system proper ?/—Only a very small percentage came in under permit, as permitted liquor. 

37824. Was a large quantity smuggled in without permit /— Yes. 

37825. Had you anything to do with cases connected with the examination of 
packages in which liquor was found ; were you called upon officially to deal with those 
cases?—TI have had to cause examinations to be made and analyses to be made of liquors 
in order to decide what they were. 

37826. Have you, in cases in which analyses were made, found that liquors were 
brought in under other names, whereas the liquors were really intoxicating liquors!—- Yes. 

37827. Of what were those liquors composed /—I have known liquids brought in 
marked Cologne which were practically alcohol. 

37828. Do you know anything about the so-called four per cent beer system, and 
have you heard of spirituous liquors being brought in in barrels marked beer ?—I have 
heard so. 

37829. Did you find that liquors were sent in, contained in barrels, addressed to 
consignees, men from whose position you would not suspect that they would obtain 
liquor ?—There were many instances of that. 

37830. And the goods were never obtained by the persons to whom they were sup- 
posed to be sent !—Yes. My experience of the permit system was that permits were 
only issued where the people could bona fide state that they only required a small 

A. Ross CUTHBERT. 
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quantity of liquor, and they were not issued to dealers in liquor, at all events up 
to a recent date. My experience has been that liquor was only granted in small quan- 
tities, from two to five gallons, and that smuggling operations covered 50, 70 and even 
200 gallons of liquor. 

37831. Have you had any experience of liquor brought across the boundary from 
the United States !—No. 

37832. From your experience do you think a general prohibitory law would be 
practicable of thorough enforcement in these Territories ?—I do not think so. I believe 
that the sale of liquor could be prohibited to a certain extent, but I do not think it 
would be advisable to do so. 

37833. What has been your experience in regard to evidence given in liquor cases? 
—lIt has been very difficult to get proper evidence. 

37834, Do you find that a large amount of perjury prevails in connection with cases 
of that kind, more so than in cases of any other kind?—TI have never had to prosecute 
for perjury in cases of that kind, but I do know that it is very difficult to obtain wit- 
nesses who are prepared to say that they have seen liquor sold; as a matter of fact I 
have myself known at the time that the witnesses were aware of the truth of the charge. 

37835. Were those witnesses called simply because they were persons who saw the 
sale /— Yes. 

37836, They were not persons who were drinking themselves ?—They might have 
been taking a glass themselves, but no charge was laid against them. 

37837. You mean they were simply spectators ?—Yes, as regards the particular 
offence charged. For instance: A saloon-keeper is charged with selling liquor to John 
Smith. John Brown may have been sitting in the room and may have been a witness 
to the act of selling, yet you probably would not be able to get anything out of him in 
the shape of evidence. His memory would be found to be remarkably defective. 

37838. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory.law, a law to prohibit the 
manufacture, importation and sale of alcoholic liquors for beverage purposes, do you 
think it would be right that brewers and distillers should be compensated for their loss 
of plant ?—TI should say so, at least for any plant they may have had on hand by reason 
of the Government’s demands and which, probably, if those demands had not been made, 
would not have been on the premises. If a man goes and establishes a legitimate trade 
and obeys the Government’s demands and fulfils all the conditions which the Govern- 
ment impose and suddenly his business is abolished and his plant rendered useless, I do 
not see why he should not be paid for the injury done. 

37839. It has been suggested that changes are made in the trade policy which re- 
duce the value of stocks materially. Is there not a difference in regard to the passage 
of a general prohibitory law and such tariffchanges? Tariff change would not be a dis- 
tinctive enactment which would stop a man’s business !— Exactly. 

37840. Therefore, you think remuneration should be given him ?— Exactly. 

37841. Are there any amendments to the license law which you could suggest from 
your experience /—I do not know of any amendments. I think there should be some 
provision made as to looking after the strict enforcement of it. As it 1s at present its 
enforcement is confined to one man, and he can hardly be expected to look after all the 
work himself. Saloons are not in the same position as hotels. 

37842. Taking the saloon bar and the hotel bar: if one or the other had to be 
abolished, which had better go ?—I do not know. I know a great many men who would 
go to hotels, which afford more facilities for drinking than saloons do. 

37843. If a man goes into a saloon he is quite aware that every one knows for 
what purpose he is going. If, however, a man goes to a hotel, it does not necessarily 
follow that he goes there for a drink ?—In that way I hold that the hotel bar is a greater 
inducement to drink than the saloon bar. Of course there is a great deal to be said on 
the other side. Taking all in all, if one had to go, the saloon bar should go. 

7844. It has been argued that as regards an hotel bar the public are going in and 
out and that constantly affords a certain measure of supervision which does not exist as 
regards the saloon !—Exactly. 

37845, In a saloon everything is more closed up !—Yes, and they have back doors 
by which a man may enter and not be seen going in or out. 
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By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


37846. I understand it was your duty to represent all Crown cases of violation of 
the old prohibitory law /—After a certain date I received specified instructions to attend 
to all cases. I was appointed Crown prosecutor in the fall of 1885, or the beginning of 
1886. For some time I did not consider it my duty to appear in those cases which were 
under the Dominion Act, and I did not receive specified instructions to appear until some 
time afterwards. 

37847. Did you know liquor was sold illegally in Calgary before the license system 
came into operation—under the style of refreshments /—Certainly. 

37848. Did you prosecute the parties /—Not until it was brought to my notice and 
an information laid. 

37849. A formal charge was made and then you took charge of the case !—Yes. 

37850. Were there many cases of violation charged !—A great many. 

37851. I suppose they were all prosecuted and then penalties were imposed ?-—Yes. 
Most of the cases were appealed, however, 99 out of a 100. 

37852. What was the result /—A great many of the cases were quashed. 

37853. I think you have said that permits were issued for quantities varying from 
two to five gallons 1—Two gallons was the rule. 

37854. You never saw permits issued for 20, 40 and 60 gallons of whisky ?—No. 

37855. Nor for 10 gallons /—No. 

37856. Ifa general prohibitory law were adopted, do you think benefit would result 
from it ?—Outside of the question of revenue I think it would be a benefit. 

37857. There would then be the question of revenue ?— Yes, that is an objection. 


MILTON WILLIAMS, of Gleichen, farmer, on being duly sworn, deposed as 
follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 

37858. You live in the District of Alberta, I believe /—Yes. 

37859. How long have you resided in the North-west Territories?/—Ten and one-half 
years. 

37860. Did you come from one of the other provinces ?—Yes, from Ontario. 

37861. Which County /—From Cardwell in the County of Grenville. 

37862. What year did you leave there ?—In 1882. 

37863. The license law was in force there /—Yes. 


by Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


37864, Your occupation is that of a farmer, I understand ?— Yes. 

37865. Do you know anything about, and if so will you state briefly your observation 
of, the permit system /—I can only speak from hearsay. I have never had a permit myself. 
I have known men who had permits. It was not at all difficult to get them. 

37866. Have you been a farmer ever since you came to this part of the country ?— 
Yes. 

37867. Have you lived constantly in the same place ?—No, not all the time. 

37868. In what other part of the district have you lived ?—T lived in the same dis- 
trict all the time but not on the same farm. 

37869. Have you always operated a farm yourself or have you been employed by 
some other farmer /—I have been employed by some other farmer. 

37870. How many years have you had a farm of your own ?—Six years. 

37871. Have you had an opportunity of getting inside knowledge of the liquor 
business as it was carried on then /—Yes. 

37872. What opportunity had you?’—My nearest neighbour was what has been 
called here—a whisky smuggler. 

Joun R. Costigan. 
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37873. Did he carry on business regularly !—Yes, for some years. 

37874. Did he carry it on secretly or was he detected !—Yes, it was done secretly, 
but he never was detected. Although the Mounted Police were round and information 
was laid against him yet he escaped. 

37875. Did you make a complaint !— Yes. 

37876. Did he smuggle large quantities /—Yes ; sometimes large and sometimes 
small. 

37877. How large do you think, 50 or 100 gallons !—As high as 200. 

37878. Where did he bring it from?—He brought it sometimes from across the 
line and also from Manitoba, and disposed of it in Calgary. 

37879. Do you think the police knew that he smuggled ?—I think they did. 

37880. Do you know whether he continues it now 71_He has given it up. 

37881. Did he give it up before the license law came into operation PX 8. He 
was afraid of being catiphit. 

37882. Did the introduction of the four per cent beer system in 1889, interfere 
with his operations ’—No, I do not think it did. 

37883. Do you know any other smugglers than that one man ?— Yes, I knew several 
more. 

37884. Were they equally skilful inescaping the police?—Some were and some 
were not. 

37885. Do you know of any parties escaping because they tipped the police !—I 
heard that in some cases they tipped the police. 

37886.. Have you reason to believe those statements /—Yes. 

37887. Was there much drinking in the section in which you lived?—No. 

37888. If a person wanted drink could he get it?—No, not outside of the town 


By Judge McDonald : 


37889. Did the whisky smuggler tell you why he gave it up ?—He said he was 
tired of it. 

37890. Was he a disreputable man himself !—No, not as regards drinking. 

37891. Was he extravagant in his habits !—In some ways he was. 

37892. Did he not make money in the business !—No, not much. 

37893. Did you ever remonstrate with him about it ?—Yes. 

37894. What did he say ?—He said he was all right to do so so long as he was not 
caught. 

~ 37895. What kind of men were the others who were engaged in the business ? 
—Ostensibly they were farmers. 

37896. Where did they sell their liquor !—In Calgary. 

37897. Did they bring the liquors in by wagons !—Yes. 

37898. Was the railway used after it was built /—Yes. 

37899. In what way was liquor concealed ?—In different ways ; they would havea 
small cask in a barrel of oats. Sometimes a keg of whisky would be placed inside of a 
barrel of beer. 

37900. Was it ever brought in mixed up with ginger beer or anything of that 
kind ?—TI could not say. 

37901. In your part of the country the people were not given much to drinking ? 
—No. 

37902. Was it a temperance community generally !—Yes. 

37903. Was any of the liquor brought in by permit by these men !—Yes. 

37904. Had those men hiding places in which they would hide the liquor /—Yes. 
The man near where I was had a place on a neighbour’s farm many miles away and had 
a cache on his own farm. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


37905. Having lived in this country a considerable time and having observed the 
feeling in the rural “districts, have you any opinion about prohibition, as to whether it is 
practicable or not? If so, what are your views ?—I think outside of Calgary, the senti- 
ment of the people in the Territories would be in favour of prohibition. 
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37906. Do you think it could be enforced ?—Yes, with the right officials. 

37907. Since the question has been asked others, I should like to ask you the ques- 
tion: suppose a prohibitory law were enacted, would you think it right that brewers 
and distillers should be compensated !— Yes, I think they should be, as the law required 
them to obtain and keep certain machinery. 

37908. Do you think the matter of compensation might go further and take in 
people in the trade who suffer loss ?—I never thought of that part of the question. 


A. ROSS CUTHBERT recalled. 
By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


37909. We have had it in evidence several times that when applications were made for 
permits the Governor referred them to Members of the Legislative Assembly and to 
members of the Mounted Police at Regina. Was it customary to refer permits to police 
officers elsewhere!—During the last few years of the system the police, through their 
officers, had complained that they were called upon very often to search places on sus- 
picion that liquor was being drank illegally, and then upon examining the liquor supply 
it was found to be covered by permit. The system was then established, that in future 
applications for permits—and it had also been shown that bad use had been made of the 
permits—were to be referred to the officer commanding the district from which the ap- 
plication came. Latterly that was done. Applications were submitted to the officers 
or officer and he gave his opinion as to what use would be made of the hquor when it 
came in by permit. 

37910. If he reported that it would be unwise to issue that permit, was his report 
always acted on, or were permits sometimes issued overriding the report /—I know of one 
case where an application was made for 20 gallons of liquor and the opinion entertained 
was that the liquor was for sale—in fact it was known that it was for sale. Neverthe- 
less, the permit was granted and renewed in a few days, and the officer had reported 
that the liquor was for sale. 


By Judge McDonald : 


37911. Do you know whether, in the case you speak of, members of the 
Legislature joined in recommending the applicant ?—I do not know the reason that the 
permit was granted after having been reported against. There must have been some good 
reason, and the granting of it must have been recommended by some one in authority. 

Witness at a subsequent stage of the proceedings submitted the following supple- 
mentary statement: - 


To The Royal Commission on the Liquor Question. 
GENTLEMEN 


37912. A few points which were not touched upon in my examination on the 7th inst. 
I am pleased to avail myself of the opportunity kindly given me to speak of, and thus 
amplify my testimony. 

The question of possible bribery of the North-west Mounted Police in connection 
with the non-enforcement of the liquor laws previous to the coming in force of the 
License Ordinance of 1892, having been raised in Calgary, it would seem not unnecessary 
that I should add to my evidence already given on that point. No case of such an 
attempt has ever come under my personal notice as having been successful, but there is 
no doubt that strenuous efforts in this direction have often been made, and it is possible 
that in a few isolated cases such attempts should succeed, partially resulting perhaps from 
a laxity on the part of a man entrusted with the supervision of certain work. 
Notwithstanding the great care exercised in the selection of men for enlistment in the 
North-west Mounted Police it is to be expected that a small proportion may be men who 
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would not be as zealous in the carrying out of the alwaysdisagreeable duty of the enforce- 
‘ment of the liquor laws as the majority of the men entrusted with the duty have 
shown themselves to be. In a place like Calgary, it would not be astonishing if cases of 
over temptation did occur, but in an experience extending over some years I have still 
to be made aware of such a case. My reasons for admitting the possibility of such an 
occurrence are the almost super-human efforts made by the illicit traders to compass 
their ends. In many cases of infraction of the liquor laws brought before me, threats 
would be made by the accused that the prosecution of them by the constable who had 
been the means of discovery of the attempt would result in damaging accusations being 
made against him for past or present laxity. Although prosecutions in those as in other 
cases were pushed to a successful conviction, no such neglect of duty of our men ever 
transpired. The best proof of non-success at bribery by liquor dealers is the almost 
universal hatred they bear to our men. As a matter of opinion, it is my belief that if 
such neglect of duty ever occurred it would at once have been known. 

One of the men placed in the town of Calgary for duty and to prevent liquor coming 
in by train told me that on one occasion he had been offered $500.00 “ to go on pass” 
for three days. 

In reference to the question of convictions by North-west Mounted Police, Justices 
of the Peace, for “selling,” versws convictions for ‘“ having in possession ” :—on examina- 
tion of the minutes of cases in 1891, in which convictions had been made against a 
number of saloon and hotel-keepers of Calgary for “selling”, I find that in those 
cases where the appeal procedure had been irregular the convictions were maintained by the 
court. In those cases which went to appeal on the merits the convictions were quashed. 
~ This would go to show that it was not easier to have ‘“ convictions for selling ” maintained 
than it was to have those “for having in possession.” In my experience it was as dificult 
in one case as in the other, due I suppose to the possibility of different interpretations of 
the law, and appreciation of evidence. The question of the consequences of the esta- 
blishment of canteens at North-west Mounted Police posts is also one that has been 
raised. In giving evidence on this subject, it must be borne in mind that at the time of 
the establishment of these canteens it was more or less easy for men so inclined to 
procure malt or spirituous liquors, the latter in many cases being vile stuff. This led 
naturally to many evil results, which it is not necessary for me to enter upon. It was 
thought best to establish canteens where good malt liquors could be obtained at a 
reasonable price, as well as all articles likely to be required by the men and which were 
usually purchased at retail stores at high prices. The system in my experience is a good 
one, and has had good results from the point of view of discipline and benefits accruing 
to the men. In the former it is found there is less time spent by the men in town where 
it was sometimes easy to get into trouble. Their evenings for the most part are spent 
in the canteen, where amusements of various kinds are provided with the profits accruing 
to the men themselves by their patronage of these canteens. 

A small profit is made, notwithstanding that articles are sold more cheaply than by 
retail dealers. The supplies are sometimes purchased from local dealers—as in Calgary 
—at wholesale prices and tradesmen have no cause of complaint of the withdrawal of 
this patronage. A non-commissioned officer is always present when the canteen is 
open during certain hours of the day, and he is responsible for orderly behaviour of the men 
and that no man drinks beer to excess. It may be looked upon as certain that a man 
who wishes to drink will do so if the liquor can be had, and under the permit system it 
could generally be had: this man or party of men would obtain liquor of one kind or 
another among their civilian acquaintances and would occasionally get into mischief 
from this cause. The beer to be obtained in the canteens satisfied this want, and the 
temptation to drink to excess, as was the case when a feeling existed that liquor being 
in possession has to be made the most of, has been removed. 

Given the possibility of obtaining liquor in these Territories and it is my experience, 
as it must be that of other officers in the force, that canteens properly conducted are a 
blessing to North-west Mounted Police posts. 

Were prohibition universal, of course canteens in so far as the sale of malt liquors 
is concerned would be an unnecessary evil, for their existence would become an evil. 


But under the permit system it was necessary, and more so under the license system. 
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I have not found that the sale of beer in barracks has increased the number of the 
men who drink it to any appreciable extent. And those who do not drink it benefit 
from the profits of its sale like those who do and to the same extent, these profits being 
devoted to the messes pro rata. 


I have the honor to be, gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 


A. ROSS CUTHBERT, 
Inspector N. W. M. P. Commanding E. Division, Calgary. 


GEORGE MARSH, of Calgary, real estate agent, on being duly sworn, deposed as 
follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


37913. How long have you resided in Calgary /—Since September, 1883. 

37914. Have you resided anywhere else in the Territories except here !— Yes, I was 
railway agent for the Canadian Pacific Railway from Wolseley to this point. 

37915. How large a district was that ?—About 500 miles. 

37916. Were you travelling agent /—Sometimes. 

37917. Did you come here from one of the other provinces?—I came from the 
United States to Canada. 

37918. What part of the United States ?—Different parts. I was a railway man. 

37919. Have you had any experience of a prohibitory law anywhere else than in 
the Territories ?—No. 

37920. Then you have seen the Territories under the permit system !— Yes. 

37921. And, since the lst of May, they have been under license ?— Yes. 

37922. Which is the preferable system ?—The present system. 

37923. How did you find the permit system work : was there much liquor in the 
country ’—There was quite as much, if not more than there is now. 

37924. You have spoken of having been a railway agent, and as such you would 
have a great deal to do with the cars that came in !— Yes. 

37925. Have you reason to believe that liquor was brought in in freight cars ?— Yes. 

37926. In what shape ’—In every conceivable way, in packages of merchandise, 
barrels of flour, sugar, oatmeal, boxes of coffee, barrels of salt and in every way. 

37927. We had the evidence of a witness at Prince Albert that liquor was brought 
in on the railway, contained in tinware made in the shape of boxes and marked so as to 
indicate that they were Bibles!—I never saw them. I have known liquor to be con- 
tained in five-gallon cans representing coal oil. 

37928. Were such packages seized !—Sometimes. 

37929. Do you think the greater part of the packages got through or were they 
seized 1—That is pretty hard to say ; I should say the greater part got through. At all 
events that is my opinion from what I heard. 

37930. Do you know anything about the use of pain-killer and such compounds ?— 
I have never seen any of that seized and destroyed, although I have seen it drunk around 
town. : 

37931. What else have you seen drunk ?—Red ink, also pain-killer, ginger, Florida 
water, all sorts of scents and eau de Cologne. 

37932. Were those used in different localities in the Territories’—In the town of 
Calgary. 

37933. You have not seen them drunk anywhere else ?—No. 

37934. When was that +—In the winter of 1883-84. 

37935. We have been told that during the last two years liquor has been sold 
openly in this town /— Yes. 

37936. Was there no sale at the time red ink was used ?—Yes. 
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37937. How, then, can you account for the use of red ink ?—Whisky could be 
secured more or less at that time ; sometimes there was plenty of it and at other times 
there was almost a famine. When there was famine the men would use anything they 
could get. 

37938. Do you know anything as to the price of liquor in those days?—Yes. I 
have paid as high as $1.00 for three drinks; that was about the price. Sometimes it 
would be as low as 50 cents adrink, but not lower than that. 

37939. I suppose you are not a total abstainer ?— No. 

37940. Are you favourable to prohibition /—Yes, provided there was prohibition. 

37941. That is prohibition enforced 1—If the manufacture was stopped altogether. 

37942. Do you hope for a prohibitory law enforced ?—I should like to see it, but 
there would be too much time wasted at present in endeavouring to enforce it. 

37943. Suppose such a law were passed, do you think it could be enforced 1— Yes, if 
the manufacture could be stopped on the continent, but not otherwise. 

37944. Do you mean the manufacture by distillers or anybody ?—Yes, anybody 
manufacturing. 

37945, Do you hope to bring about that state of things !—I have not considered it 
much. 

37946. You do not consider that to be practicable, I suppose /—No, I think it absurd. 

37947. In case of the enactment of such a law, would you favour the payment of com- 
pensation to brewers and distillers for their loss of plant and machinery /—Yes. 

37948. Are there any provisions of the license law that you, as a citizen, would 
amend !—Let everybody sell liquor who wants ; but make them pay a high license. 

37949. Are you favourable to prohibiting sale on Sunday ?—-No. 

37950. You would let them sell /—Yes. 

37951. What about selling all night ?—I would let ee sell all night. 

37952. Would you have them sell to drunken men !—When men get as bad as all 
that give them the Gold Cure. 

37953. But in the mean time you would let them sell, so long as they were able to 
pay '/—Yes. 

37954, So, although you favour prohibition in the abstract, you do not favour a 
small measure of prohibition in the shape of hours or people ?—No. I would of course 
prohibit selling to minors. A man who does that should be punished very severely, not 
by a fine but by penitentiary or something of that kind. 

37955. In regard to the treatment of a persistent drunkard you think there is 
nothing better than to try the Gold Cure !—Yes. 

37956. At whose expense /—Let it be made part of the municipal machinery 
wherever they have the license system. 

37957. Let the communities that have this license eta in force maintain those 
institutions /—Yes. 

37958. Would your favour the separation of the sale of groceries from the sale of 
liquor /—Yes. 

37959. Which, in your opinion, is the more harmful, the hotel bar or the saloon 
bar: if one or the other had to be done away with, which would it be better to dispense 
with ?—I have not given that matter any consideration, but I do not see that there 
would be much difference. 

37960. Have you reason to believe that there is any illicit sale in Calgary, sale by 
places that have no licenses ?—I have no possible means of knowing that. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


37961. Provided the Gold Cure institutions were established by the municipality, 
would you also have the municipality provide for the families of those inebriates who 
were undergoing the Gold Cure process !—I do not think that is a fair question. Of 
course if a man misconducts himself or abuses his family, the members of his family, or 
his friends, should have him placed in such an institution, or he should be brought 
before a Justice. 

37962. Have you noticed if the license system works well here !—Yes. 
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37963. Does it work well or not?—I think it works well here, as well as in Toronto 
or anywhere else. 

37964. How is it observed here !—In Calgary you can get liquor almost any hour 
of the day or night, that is to say after hours, asin fact you can do in Toronto. That is 
my experience of both places. 

37965. So license does not particularly regulate the trade ?—No, I do not believe 
it does. One thing in regard to Calgary’s position is that you can get better liquor now. 

37966. Do you know whether men holding licenses sell adulterated liquor or not ? 
—They possibly may do so, but I do not know. I know the liquor has been better since 
the license system came into force, and that some men were pretty nearly poisoned by 
drinking adulterated liquor before this. 

37967. You have referred to people drinking red ink !—They would make it into a 
solution of some kind mixed with water and other ingredients. 

37968. You think at the present time it is not necessary to resort to red ink ?— 
No, there is alcohol. 

37969. Those compounds to which you have referred, were taken for the small 
percentage of alcohol in them, I suppose !— Yes. 

37970. Did you ever notice whether men began to drink on red ink or pain-killer, 
or were those liquids confined to men who had become addicted to the habit of drinking ? 
—TI have seen young men in the town who probably never drank 10 glasses of whisky 
in their lives take a drink of red ink. 

37971. What effect has the red ink on the men ?—I have never seen enough drunk 
to be able to tell. I never tasted it. 

37972. It was not a general tipple, I suppose ?—No. 

37973. Still the percentage of alcohol in it is not very great, and if there had not 
been other deleterious substances in it the liquid would not have been so bad after all 4 
—TI think there is a pretty good percentage of alcohol in red ink. 

37974. Do you think the mixture might have been labelled red ink and that it 
contained a larger percentage of alcohol than ordinary red ink, or do you think it was 
good red ink ?—I do not know. In 1883-84 while here for the railway company, they 
would not allow red ink to be on the premises, and they would not supply it to the 
agents, and so the agents themselves had to buy it. 

37975. Was that red ink which they took similar to that with which you yourself 
write /—They took three bottles out of my own office. 

37976. Have energetic efforts been made to prevent liquor being brought in and 
also to prevent illicit sales /—Yes. 

37977. Do you think the police constables were as vigilant as they might have 
been in their attempts to prevent illicit sale ’—-I do not know. 

37978. What is your reason for holding that opinion ?—This: there was bribery. 
You could buy up, I should say, a great many constables on town duty. There were 
arrangements made with saloon and hotel-keepers in this town for one dollar a gallon, 
by which the constables would allow a number of illicit packages to come in without 
seizing them and destroying the liquor. In another case 10 or 20 gallons would come 
in from the east under permit and would be dealt with in this way. Instead of the 
permit being cancelled at the station they would let the permit and the whisky both 
go ; by letting the permit go, the persons would be able to get lots of liquor in. That has 
been done in several instances. I was offered $500 to let in a number of barrels of 
whisky which had been left on the cars. . 

37979. Where were you agent at that time ?—At this place. 

37980. That attempt was, of course, not successful ?—It was not. 

37981. Do you think the system, as it was in operation, was properly called a pro- 
hibition system ?—I do not. I think the attempt at prohibition was a farce. 

37982. Do you think that the attempt to carry out a prohibitory system in the 
Territories might be considered a fair test of the prohibitory law ?—If you look at the 
question the way I do, you might put 10,000 soldiers round Calgary and you would not 
be able to keep whisky from coming in. There would still be a way to bring it in. 

37983. Underground ?— Yes. 

GrorGE Marsu. 
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37984. So you think that under any circumstances whisky cannot be kept out !— 
I do not believe it can, and I have had a very good opportunity of seeing it. It was: 
brought through the mountain passes. It was brought up from Montana and it was 
brought by scores of different ways. 

37985, You think it would be a good thing if it could all be kept out, I suppose ?— 
Yes, but you would have to prohibit the manufacture. 


By Judge McDonald : 


37986. On the continent /—Yes, on the continent. 

37987. But you would wish prohibition to extend all over the world !—Yes, that 
would be better, but still people would try to manufacture liquor. 

37988. Suppose liquor was prohibited to be manufactured on this continent, would 
not the people bring in liquor along the sea coast /—That would be a pretty round 
about way to bring it into Calgary. 

37989. But would it not be brought in that way to the continent !—The Govern- 
ment might keep it out in that case. 

37990. How many soldiers would be required to do it !—It would bankrupt the 
country to do it. \ 


. By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


37991. You have said that the Canadian Pacific Railway Company would not send 
red ink to the officers : was it because it was drunk there ?—They were afraid to send 
it. Some of the old officials of the Company will tell you so. 


by Judge McDonald : 


37992. Did you know the police otticer who got $1 a gallon for liquor that he 
allowed to come in?—I was present at the sheds when a man got $25 for allowing 25 
gallons to come in. 

37993. Was he a police officer /—He was a constable. 

37994, Did you report him ?—That was after I left the Railway Company. 

37995. You were still a citizen of course!—Yes. 

37996. And you allowed that man to remain on the police force ?—It was none of 
my business. : 

37997. Was that during the time of the trouble /—Yes, it was during the time of 
the rebellion, when whisky was wor th from $25 to $30 a gallon. 

37998. What were you offered ?—$500 for eight barr el of oatmeal and four of sugar. 

37999. Those barrels had liquor in them, ly suppose /—Yes. They were addressed 
to the consignee. 

38000. What became of them?—They were ultimately destroyed by the ofticers. 
The Canadian Pacific Railway detectives sat up with them. The Canadian Pacific 
Railway was using every effort to keep liquor out of the country. 

38001. Then they were not playing into the hands of smugglers !—No 

38002. Did the detectives come along with the goods in the cars /—He would 
sometimes come on the train just before the liquor arrived. 

38003. Did the man who offered to buy the liquor know that detectives were com- 
ing along ?—I do not know. 

38004. Was the liquor consigned to the man who offered you the money /—No, he 
was doing it through a third party. 

38005. Was he a man who would not be suspected !—I forget the name. 

38006. Then it was consigned to a third person ?—Tt was consigned to a man living 
to the north. 

38007. Then the liquor was not wanted for himself /—No. That man was a go- 
between. 

38008. The party was going to carry the liquor north for sale, I suppose !—Yes. 

38009. You refused to squeal /—Yes. . 

' 38010. Did you see the barrels opened ?—Yes. When the barrels of oatmeal were 
opened there was in the centre of each barrel a keg containing five or ten gallons of 


whisky. 
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38011. What were in the other barrels /—Cigars. 

38012. Did the barrels appear to have come from distilleries ’!—Yes. Dealers in 
Winnipeg shipped them in that way. 

38013. Then they had come from wholesale dealers not from sugar refiners !—Yes. 
I should say that prohibition there had a tendency to breed criminals. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


38014. Do you mean as to prohibition or as to the ity ’—It is the whisky 
trade and the inducements offered by prohibition that breed criminals. 


PATRICK J. NOLAN, Jr., of Calgary, barrister, on being duly sworn, deposed as 


By Judge McDonald : 


38015. How long have you live in the Territories }—Three years. 

38016. Where did you come from to the Territories /—From Ontario. 

38017. Have you had any experience of the permit system and of the license law 
here 1— Yes. 

38018. Which is your preference as between the two systems /—I think license 
is preferable. My experience during my residence in Calgary would lead me to that belief. 

38019. Can you give any evidence in regard to the working of the system that would 
be of use to this Commission /—It would appear to me that there is a decrease in crime 
since the introduction of the license system. 

38020. Do you think there is a decrease in drinking !—I do. I am only speaking 
of the town and neighbourhood of Calgary. My experience is, as I have stated, under 
the permit system as well as under the license system, and whatever drinking is done 
now is open for everyone to see, whereas, before probably there was a lot done in secret. 

38021. Do you know anything of the character of the liquor sold ?—Where there is 
so much competition, necessarily the liquor is good, because there are so many places in 
which you can get it. On one occasion I counted 36 places where it could be got before 
the license law came into force. 

38022. What kind of compounds were sold in those places !—Probably whisky, and 
some was pretty poor whisky. 

38023. Did you use red ink ?—Not in my time. Those are stories always told to 
incoming settlers. 

38024. Then you did not find any difficulty in obtaining liquor ?—No. 

38025. When did you come here !—In 1889. 

38026. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, a Jaw to prohibit the 
manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquor for beverage purposes, do you 
think it would be right that brewers and distillers should receive compensation for their 
loss of plant and machinery !—Yes, so far as the plant the law compelled them to have. 

38027. Can you make any suggestion in the direction of improving the license law ? 
—The principal one to which I desire to refer is one that has came under which my own 
practical experience with regard to the license system ; that one which allows the whole- 
sale dealer to remain open until 10 o’clock on Saturday night while it compels the hotel 
bars to close at 7 o’clock. 

38028. Would you put them both on the same footing /—Yes, I would, because the 
licensed dealer is not allowed to sell less than one quart, and that causes lots of home 
drinking where the people would otherwise be contented with a glass. I went over the 
figures in the police record, with Mr. Sifton, and although it does not appear that the 
ities of drunks or vagrants has been larger during the. last six months than before, 
that can be acounted for in a good many ways. In the first place drinking is more open 
now. If a man gets under the influence of liquor he may be ejected from the place where 

GrEorRGE Marsn. 
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the liquor is sold; but under the old system such a man would be removed to a back 
room or taken upstairs and put to bed and kept out of the way until he was able to 
take care of himself. This will account for the discrepancy to some extent. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


38029. You say you arrived here in 1889. At that time the four per cent beer 
permits were being granted, I believe ?— Yes. 

38030. So you did not observe the condition of things prior to that date?—No, 
everything at that time was four per cent. 

38031. Do you regard that system as a prohibitory system at all ?—It was to a cer- 
tain class. 

38032. To what class ’—Men who could not afford to buy large quantities and who 
could not get permits. 

38033. Is it a fact that the permits were had by persons who were not of a very 
intelligent class /—They must have beeu given to persons of that class, although a great 
many found it difficult to get permits. 

38034. You spoke about 36 places selling: was anything done to prevent them 
doing so ?—Last year there was a policeman brought from Regina, a stranger who went 
around those places. This officer was brought here by order of Commissioner Herchmer, 
and his business was to go through Calgary and discover where intoxicating liquors were 
being sold. I think there were 23 places to which the Corporation issued licenses for a 
fee of $100 to sell non intoxicating liquors, but it was understood by everybody that 
they sold intoxicating drinks. 

38035. Do you think the town authorities knew that?—If they did not know that 
they were very blind. 

38036, Did the town authorities interfere with them ?—Not that I saw. 

38037. Do you know whether the town authorities under cover of making provision 
for the sale of temperance beverages really favoured the sale of intoxicants !/—It seemed 
to me that the town police were blackmailing those people to a certain extent. I am 
speaking about the man brought from Regina and who went from one place to another 
and procured quite a lot of evidence of selling. He was afterwards prosecuted for 
perjury. 

38038. Was he convicted?—No. He might have been dealt with by the mounted 
police. At all events he got six months’ imprisonment for blackmailing. 

38039. Was he acting in the character of a detective !—He did not turn out to be 
much of a detective. 

38040. Were his actions in the direction of detective work : was there any regular 
system of working?--No. We had a boom in whisky selling and there were 18 or 19 
cases in the police court. 


By Judge McDonald : 


38041. Did he hope to be able to blackmail the restaurant-keepers /— Yes. 

38042. Was he going about among the restaurant-keepers and making charges 
against them ?—Yes. é 

38043. So he was convicted of attempting to blackmail them individually ’—Yes, 
by the police authorities themselves, and he was sent away. 

38044. Do you know whether there was any illicit manufacture in the neighbour- 
hood ?—Very little. 

38045. It has been stated here to-day that compounds were used in the Territories. 
Was that before your time ?—There has been none of that since I came here. 

38046. It has been stated here that the manufacture of liquors is being introduced 
here, and that a brewery is being started ?—Yes. 

38047. In Calgary !—Yes. 

38048. Is it for the manufacture of ordinary ale?!—Yes. There is not a very enor- 
mous quantity of liquor, of ale, imported into the Territories, but the people are begin- 
ning to find out that, although it is cheap, it is a very good article, and that little harm 
will be done by drinking it, and that industry should be allowed to go on. 
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38049. How many licenses were issued in the town for liquid refreshments /—Some 
are very peculiar places and you might come across them without knowing them. I 
think I counted at one time 35 or 36. 

38050. Did they all have municipal licenses /—No, only 25 had. 

38051. Then there were 12 at least who sold illicitly ?—Yes. 

38052. You do not claim that all the persons who had such licenses committed 
breaches of the law ?—I am sure they did. I never heard of a place in Calgary where a 
man could not obtain intoxicating drink, or get anything else, except at a store. 


By kev. Dr. McLeod: 


38053. There is some prohibition at present in the license system, I believe /—I 
think the system is about the best one we can have. 


By Judge McDonald : 


38054. Did the public, asa general rule, know that the system of selling liquid 
refreshments was only a cloak !/—I am sure they did. 

38055. With the object, of course, of increasing the revenue of the municipality /— 
Yes. The license system has increased it also to a certain extent, as there were only 
15 or 16 -places paying a license of $100, there are now 9 or 10 places paying a $200 
license each. 


The names of Sheriff King, L. 8. Baden, Amos Rowe, W. Pierce and Inspector 
Snider were called and the parties did not answer, the two last named being reported as 
out of town. 

Jupee McDONALD.—The Commissioners understand that neither Mr. Kribbs nor 
Mr. Spence wishes to call any further witnesses. 

Mr. SPENCE.—I do not think it is necessary. 

Mr. KRIBS.—I do not think it is necessary. 

JupGE McDON ALD.—In view of the statements of Mr. Spence and Mr. Kribbs, and 
the fact that the official list of witnesses has been called several times, and all who have 
responded have been examined, the Commissioners do not think it necessary to continue 
the sitting to-morrow, and therefore the Commission now stands adjourned. 


The Commission adjourned, to meet at Fort Macleod. 


Parrick J. NoLAn. 
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FORT MACLEOD, November 9, 1892. 


The Royal Commission on the Liquor Traffic met here this day. 


Present : 


JupGE McDonatp. Rey. Dr. McLeop. 


WILLIAM COX ALLEN, M.D., of Fort Macleod, Collector of Customs and 
Collector of Inland Revenue, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


38056. How many years have you resided here?—I have been here more than six 
years. 

38057. Was the permit system in force when you came here !—It was. 

38058. Since Ist of May the Territories have been under a license system /—Yes. 

38059. Has any liquor come in since then in bond, or been imported !— Yes. 

38060. Can you tell the Commissioners how much ?—I was looking at the amount 
of money I received for duty on liquor, and I noticed the amount was $1,400, or $1,000 
Inland Revenue and $400 Customs. 


38061. What is the rate of duty ?—$2.124 per gallon Customs and $1.50 per gallon 
Inland Revenue. 


38062. On what kind of liquor was the duty collected?—On different kinds, on 
whisky particularly. 

38063. Was liquor brought in illicitly to this country before the license system. 
came into force !—I am sure of it. 

38064. Was there smuggling to any extent ?— Yes, to a large extent. 

38065. From where !—From Montana, United States. 

38066. Was that the principal point for this section of the country !—Yes. 

38067. Have you any knowledge of the quality of liquor that was brought in, 
whether it was good or bad !—I am told that it was very poor. 

38068. Was it alcoholic liquor or ale ?—Generally alcoholic liquors, or pure alcohol: 

38069. Have you reason to believe that the North-west Mounted Police were vigi- 
lant in trying to prevent smuggling !—Yes. 

38070. Were they faithful in ‘discharging their duties !—Yes ; they came under my 
notice very much. They made a great many seizures which they handed over to me, and 
they were very careful in carrying out their duties. 

38071. From your experience in this country do you think it would be practicable 
to enforce a prohibitory law ?—I do not. 

38072. Which, in your opinion, is the preferable system: the present one or the 

$ permit system ?—The present system, decidedly, so far as we are concerned. 

: 38073. You mean the people in this section !—Yes. 

“s 38074. Has there been an increase in drunkenness since the license law came into 
¥ operation ?—I cannot perceive it ; I cannot perceive any material changes at all. 

; 38075. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, a law to prohibit 
the manufacture, importation and sale of alcoholic liquors for beverage purposes, do you 
think brewers and distillers should receive compensation for their loss of plant and 

machinery /—That is a matter on which I cannot give an opinion. 

2 38076. Have you given it any thought !—I find that some people are for and some 
against it. I think that if I expressed my own personal view, it would be no. 

38077. It has been urged that the law requires distillers to provide certain machinery 
and to keep the liquor for two years for purposes of rectification and, therefore, it is 
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urged that if their business was destroyed they should be remunerated. You think 
they should not receive remuneration !—I do not. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


38078. So there was a great deal of smuggling prior to Ist of May last ?—Yes. 

38079. Do you know if smuggling has continued since that time L=No, 

38080. You think there has ‘been | none ?—-I do not think there has been any smug- 
gling at all. 

38081. Are the police as vigilant now as they were before to prevent smuggling ?— 
I think they are. They have to ‘protect the Customs now, and consequently I am thrown 
amongst them a good deal, and I think they are extremely vigilant in every particular. 

38082. Do you regard the old system as prohibition in any sense /—I do not, I may 
say that I do not think it possible to carry out such a law here because of our extensive 
border, 

38083. You are peculiarly situated here !/—Yes. 

38084. But the question I desire to ask you is this: Do you regard the old system 
as one of prohibition or as one of permission /—I think it was a system of permission. 

38085. Speaking of a general prohibitory law for the country at large, do you think 
the prohibition of liquor, that is its manufacture and sale, is desirable in the interests of 
the country ?—I do, provided it could be effectually carried out. 

. 38086. Being peculiarly situated here, the difficulty of enforcement comes very 
closely under your observation ?-—Of course, I can speak not only of here, but of down 
east, where I occupied a public position for some years. In Ontario we were just across 
the boundary, and there was a great deal of smuggling going on. I was a strong advo- 
cate of the Scott Act, but after it had been tried I was not. 

38087. The Local Option Law of course only restricted the sale, not the manu- 
facture 1—Exactly. 


By Judge McDonald : 


38088. Taking the country as you know it, not only this part but the east, and 
taking into account the boundary line and our water communications, do you think it 
would be practicable to enforce a prohibitory law for the whole country ?—I do not. 


Rev. DONALD HILTON, of Fort Macleod, Clerk in Holy Orders, on being 


duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald : 


38089. With what Chyrch are you connected !/—With the Church of England. 

38090. How long have you resided in Macleod ?—Seven years. 

38091. How long have you resided in the Territories /—Fourteen years. 

38092. Then you have observed the working of the former system ‘called the prohi- 
bition or permit system, and the working of the license system since the Ist of May. 
which do you think is the more desirable system /—I think the license system is more 
desirable. 

38093. Have you reason to believe that there was much illicit importation of liquor 
under the old system !—I have. 

38094. Have you any knowledge whether compounds were used for beverage pur- 
poses, articles such as pain-killer, eau de Cologne, and liquids of that kind ?—I have no 
personal knowledge of it, but it was commonly reported that such was the case. 

38095. Have" you many people coming here from the old countries, such as England ? 
—We have a great many. 

38096. Are they people of whom the largest proportion are total abstainers !—No. 

WILLIAM Cox ABLEN 
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38097. Are they people who use intoxicating beverages in moderation ?—I think 
the majority of the people use them in moderation. 

38098. Do you think that people coming here from the mother country, and from 
Germany and France and other countries, who have been accustomed to partake of 
liquors in moderation, would consider the entire prohibition of alcoholic beverages a 
drawback ?—TI think not. 

38099. Are you a prohibitionist in principle ?/—I am, if it could be carried out. 

38100. Do you think it could be carried out ?—TI think not. 

38101. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, would you deem it 
right that brewers and distillers should receive compensation for their loss of plant and 
machinery !—That is a question I have never considered. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod ; 


38102. Why do you think the license system is more desirable than the permit or 
prohibition system !—Because under the prohibition system there was a lot of illicit 
drinking, and the license system has done away with all that. Even ina small community 
like this 15 or 18 saloons were selling illicitly. As to the consumption of liquor, I do 
not know whether it is more or less. The liquors I believe are pure and less injurious 
physically. 

38103: Were no attempts made to close those illicit places ?—Certainly. 

38104. With success !—Owing to technicalities it was found impossible to do so. 

38105. Did they carry on business openly /—So far as I understand, they did so 
openly. 

38106. You have expressed yourself as being favourable to prohibition if it could 
be carried out, but you have expressed an opinion that it could not be carried out !— 
Yes. 

38107. Do you think, if public opinion, taking the country over, was strongly in 
favour of such a law, it would be possible to enforce it ?—I think public opinion would 
have to be very strongly in favour of it. 

38108. How many years have you been in the ministry !—Seven or eight years. 

38109. Have you observed, in your intercourse with the people as a minister and 
with your knowledge of families and family life and individual life as well, whether 
the drink traffic, as it is carried on, is responsible, in any way, for the unhappiness of 
families, the neglect of children and neglect of religion /—Certainly, I have observed 
it to some extent. 

38110, According to your observation is it to any considerable degree 1—No, I 
cannot say that it is. 

38111. Do you think there are other causes that contribute more to these sad 
results ?—Do I understand your question to refer to the taking of liquors ? 

38112. I mean the liquor traffic and habit.—I think not. 

38113. Is a small percentage only of those results attributable to the drink habit and 
traffic 7—Of course, I recognize that people drinking to excess in any community bring 
distress on themselves and their families ; but I do not think, from my experience, that 
moderate drinking, in any way, brings distress on families. 

38114. Have you observed whether moderate drinking has a tendency in any degree, 
to lead to excessive drinking !—I perceive it is the first step to excessive drinking. 

38115. Your objection to prohibition is that it is impracticable 1— Yes. 

38116. Do you believe in the principle of prohibition, if it could be carried out !— 
Certainly. I think the introduction of the license system has materially damaged the 
half-breed population of the community. 

38117. Have you Indians here ?—Yes, Indians and Half-breeds. 

38118. Have you noticed whether the Indians are more endangered under license 
than they were under the old system /—I think there is more danger to them under the 
present license system. 

38119. You agree with the Indian Commissioner and police officers, who say they 
have to take extra precautions to protect the Indians against the liquor trade ?-— Yes. 
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JOSEPH H. WRIGLEY, of Fort Macleod, advocate, on being duly sworn, 
deposed as follows :— " 


By Judge McDonald: 


38120. How long have you resided here ?—Actually in Macleod since lst July. 

38121. Where did you reside before that ?—In Lethbridge. 

38122. So you have observed the working of the prohibition system as well as the 
license system ?—I have seen the working of prohibition in nearly every town in the 
Territories, as well as the license system. 

38123. How long have you lived in the Territories !—About one year and nine 
months. : 

38124. Where were you before you came to the Territories /—In Winnipeg. 

38125. Which system, in your opinion, is preferable /—The license system. 

38126. How did you find the old system work /—I found that in the majority of 
cases it did not prohibit. In some towns, of course, strangers might have considerable 
difficulty in getting liquor. There was an immense amount of smuggling going on. 

38127. Have you, in your experience, seen such compounds as pain-killer, eau de 
Cologne and such liquors used as beverages!—I have seen them use liquor in which 
animals had been preserved, such as reptiles, and also red ink, and I have seen tobacco 
used with red ink. The tobacco was boiled and then strained and then mixed with the 
red ink and diluted with water. 

38128. Do you think, from your experience, that prohibition would be practicable and 
could be enforced in these Territories !/—No, not with the present feeling of the people. 

38129. Would it require a large force of public opinion in favour of such a law in 
order to make it successful ?—Yes, a very large force of public feeling. 

38130. Failing that, you fear that liquor would be brought in illicitly ?—It would 
be both manufactured and brought in illicitly. Down here smuggling would go on to a 
large extent, but north they would manufacture. 

38131. A considerable amount of evidence has been submitted before the Commis- 
sion in regard to liquors brought in in barrels of rice, sugar and molasses and so on: 
Had you any experience of that kind here ?—No, I have never seen liquor brought 
in contained in other goods. I have seen liquor that has been smuggled in. 

38132. Have you considered the question of granting compensation to brewers and 
distillers /—I really am not prepared to give an opinion on that subject. . 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


38133. You say that you think prohibition ‘is not practicable with the present opi- 
nion of the people. Do you think there may be, at some time, a state of feeling among 
the people that would be favourable to prohibition /—Of course there may be, but I do 
not see any signs of it. 

38134. Do you think it is a question that must be determined by the people’s repre- 
sentatives !—-No, personally I do not. 

38135. Is your objection to pr ohibition an objection to the principle or to its prac- 
ticability /—As regards both in these Territories. 

38136, Does that opinion apply to the country at large ?—So far as my experience 
goes, I do not think a general prohibitory law could be carried out ; and, besides, I am 
opposed to the principle of prohibition. 

38137. Your experiences have been exclusively in the Territories and Manitoba ?— 
Exclusively. 


JosepH H. WRIGLEY. 
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ROBERT EVANS, of Fort Macleod, veterinary surgeon, on being duly sworn, 
deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


38138. Are you connected with the Mounted Police force here ?—No. 

38139. Do you hold any official position /—Yes, Revenue Inspector. 

38140. How long have you lived in the Territories !—Three years. 

38141. Have you lived all that time in Fort Macleod ?—Yes. 

38142. Did you come here from one of the other provinces ?—From Ontario, from 
the County of Peel. 

38143, What system dealing with the liquor traffic was in force there?—The license 
system. 

38144, And then you have had experience here with the so called prohibition sys- 
tem and also with the license system. Which do you think is more desirable !—The 
license system is decidedly preferable toythe system that was formerly in operation. 

38145. What were the difficulties under the old system?—The indifference of the 
people. 

38146. Nothing further ?—The difficulty that the police had to contend with in 
enforcing the law was entirely due to the reticence the people felt in informing against 
illicit dealers in whisky. 

38147. Did members of the force appear to do their duty faithfully ?— Yes. 

38148. Was the principal difficulty experienced in obtaining evidence ?—Yes. 

38149. Were the witnesses troubled with bad memory !—My experience has been, 
both in the east and in the west, that the witnesses will not tell you anything. 

38150. Has there been any smuggling going on here?—I understand there was 
smuggling, but I do not know it personally. 

38151. How far are you from the boundary line !—50 miles in a straight line. 

T 38152. Do you consider from your experience that prohibition would be practicable 
in these Territories ?—I do not think it would be in this country at all. 

38153. Do you mean it could not be enforced !—It could not be enforced, not because 
the officers might not do their duty but owing to the indifference of the people, for the 
majority of the people who do not drink do not care to enforce the law against 
those who want liquor. 

38154. Taking the country as we have it, with its vast boundary line and great | 
coast line, do you think a general prohibitory law would be capable of enforcement !—No. 

38155. Have you considered the question of granting remuneration to brewers and 
distillers for their loss of plant and machinery in case of the enactment of a general pro- 
hibitory law /—Yes. I think they should be remunerated in the event of their business 
being destroyed. In regard to hotel-keepers, they are in an entirely different line. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


38156. You say you believe the license system preferable to the so-called prohibi- 
tive system ’—Yes. 

38157. Do you think the license system preferable to prohibition fairly well enfor- 
ced ’—If you could enforce prohibition, it would be the better system. 

38158. So your objection to prohibition is not to the principle, but because in your 
opinion it is impracticable /—Because of its impracticability and because of the indiffer- 
ence of the people. 

38159. Speaking of the ‘police force, we had it in evidence that police constables, 
who received very small pay, were subjected to very serious temptations in the way of 
tips from smugglers and other illicit dealers, and in that way they winked at the illicit 
trade. Have you observed whether anything of that kind has occurred down this way ? 
—Not personally. I have no knowledge of it. It was reported here that on one occasion a 
constable had taken something from the hotel-keeper here. But as to preventing liquor 
being brought in, it was most difticult to get convictions against any man for bringing it 
in and very difficult to get convictions for selling it. 

38160. Was that owing to the unwillingness of witnesses to testify 7—Yes, and 
there seemed to be a desire not to punish any one for selling. 
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38161. Were the witnesses for the most part men who had purchased liquor at 
those places /— Yes, mostly. 

38162. Would you regard their unwillingness to testify against sellers due to the 
fact that they had been parties to the breaking of the law !—No, I attribute it to their 
repugnance to have the man convicted for selling liquor which they wanted. 

38163. And they were unwilling to have the men punished for violating a law to 
which they were themselves a party /—Yes ; and yet hundreds of those people would vote 
for prohibition. If the law was adopted and placed on the statute-book, they would not 
assist in enforcing it. : 

38164. Have you had any experience of the Scott Act at any time?—Yes, in the 
adjoining counties of Simcoe and Dufferin ;it was carried by large majorities and repealed 
later on by as large majorities. In our county the Scott Act was submitted, but was 
not carried. 

38165. Have you observed whether the license law, which you have observed in 
Ontario and elsewhere, is really restrictive to the trade and does it regulate it /—Yes, in 
the particular locality where I lived, it certainly did so. 

38166. Where was that /—In Bolton near Toronto. 

38167. How many licenses are there here ?—Two. 

38168. Do you know whether there is sale after hours and on Sunday ?—I do not 
know, but in my opinion there is. 

38169. Are there any other places selling /—No. 

38170. Have you heard of any /—No. 


By Judge McDondd: 


38171. You spoke of an occasion on which there had been a rumour that a saloon- 
keeper had tampered with a member of the force. Do you mean that there were saloon- 
keepers then in this town !—There were a great number before the license system came 
into operation. 

38172. How many ?-—Six or ten. 

38173. Places where liquor was sold illicitly /—Yes. 

38174. And openly /—Yes. 


By Rev. Dr McLeod : 


38175. Do you regard the old system as one of prohibition or permission /—It was 
no permission to sell, only permission to drink. 

38176. There was no one selling !—Not to any great extent. 

33177. Was any effort made to prevent them selling ?—Not during my time. I 
believe a strong attempt was made about two years before the license system came into 
force. 


Hon. JAMES FARQUHARSON McLEOD, of Fort Macleod, Justice of the 
Supreme Court of the Northwest Territories, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


38178. How long have you resided in the Territories !/—Since 1874. 

38179. How long have you been at Macleod ?—Since then. The head quarters of 
the force I commanded was at one time at Cypress Hills. I have made my residence 
here since. 

38180. You were in the North-west Mounted Police and in command, I believe ?— 
Yes. 

38181. How long did you fill the position of commander !—From July, 1876, to 
November, 1889. 

38182. Who succeeded you ?—Col. Irvine. 

Rospert Evans. 
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38183. How long have you been a Justice of the Supreme Court of the North-west 
Territories !—For five years. 

38184. While an ofticer of the force were you stationed at any other place than 
Cypress Hills and here!—My headquarters were here, except for the short time I was 
at Cypress Hills. 

38185. In the discharge of your duties, did you travel about ?—Yes. 

38186. The Mounted Police was charged with the enforcement of the prohibitory 
enactment, I believe ?—--Certainly. I came here first as Assistant Commissioner of the 
force ; I was the first officer who came here with the force. 

38187. Were difficulties. experienced in enforcing that prohibitory law ?—At first 
there were no difficulties at all. When we first came here there was very little liquor 
sold, and the idea was to stop the traffic with the Indians and children. 

38188. Was there no white population to speak of /—No, none whatever. We came 
in October, 1874, and before that time I believe there was a great deal of drinking 
among the Indians. In that year, knowing that we were coming here, the traders 
had not brought in any liquor to sell. However, we had an opportunity of making an 
example in two or three cases, and for some time afterwards there was nothing of the 
kind taking place and we stopped the trade entirely. 

38189. What was the condition of things subsequently /—Subsequently people 
came in and liquor was brought in, and we had more trouble., 

38190. As the population increased, what was the effect !—It was very difficult to 
catch those people who brought it in. 

38191. In what way was it brought in?—In every way. 

38192. Was it brought across the boundary line?—-Yes; that was the only way 
that it could be brought in then. 

38193. Had you any experience of bringing in liquor when the railway was opened, 
or were you not connected with the force at that time !—No. 

38194. We have been told that the police found liquor in packages which were 
supposed to contain sugar, rice and so on /—I have had no experience of that. I have, 
however, seen it brought in in disguise at Calgary. I saw ten coal-oil barrels which ¢on- 
tained whisky. 

38195. Were they supposed to be barrels containing coal-oil !—Yes ; I had nothing, 
however, to do with the matter; I simply happened to be staying with the officer in 
charge. It was brought in during the night and I left early in the morning. 

38196. Have you had liquor cases brought before you as a Judge of the Supreme 
Court 1—Yes, they would come before me as appeals. 

38197. Have you had many such cases !—-Yes, a good many. 

38198. Did the evidence show that many devices were resorted to as means to 
smuggle in liquor?—Yes. The difficulty was to obtain evidence to prove the cases. 

38199. What was your experience in regard to the manner in which witnesses gave 
testimony in those cases ?—It was very bad, and in many cases perjury was committed. 

38200. Since the first of May you have had a license system in force here, I believe? 
—Yes. 

38201. Speaking as a citizen and from your experience, which do you think prefer- 
able, the old system or the present one /—The present system. 

38202. Do you consider that a prohibitory law could be well enforced in these Ter- 
ritories?—From my experience it could not. We never, however, had a prohibitory 
system in force here, it was really a license system. 

38203. It was a permit system, I believe ’—Yes. 

38204. We have been informed that in addition to the large quantities brought in 
by permit, there were also large quantities brought in illicitly !—Yes. 

38205. Then there was trouble in both ways !—Yes. 

38206. From quantities of liquor being brought in under permit and quantities 
being smuggled in various disguises !— Yes. 

38207. Speaking as a jurist, what is your view of having a law on the statute- 
books what is persistently and flagrantly violated: is the effect good or bad !—TI should 
think it was bad. I know that my conscience has been dreadfully shocked at the way 
men have sometimes deliberately sworn to what I knew was untrue. I will give an in- 
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stance of what of times happens when I was trying those cases. I asked a man who had 
complained of being struck on the head, if he had been drinking whisky. He said, “T do 
not know what it was.” I asked, “ Was it liquor?” He replied, “I do not know.” I 
asked him if it was intoxicating, he said: “I do not know that it was.” I asked him 
if he had drunk enough to intoxicate him,—for I tried to get him to state whether it was 
intoxicating liquor or not that he had taken. He replied, “I cannot say that.” Cases 
of that kind are constantly arising. Of course the prosecution had to show that the 
liquor was intoxicating before I could fine the party. 

38208. Have you any knowledge whether other compounds were used in lieu of 
ordinary liquor ?—TI have been told of a number of compounds being used, such as bay 
rum, pain-killer and several others. Then there was some kind of beer, hop beer, used, 
which was about the worst of all. 

38209. Have you considered the question of granting remuneration to brewers and 
distillers in the event of the passage of a general prohibitory law, for their loss of plant 
and machinery ?—I have carefully read all the debates in the House of Commons in the 
old country on the question, and it is a very difficult matter to arrive at an opinion on it. 

38210. It has been advocated that the law requires certain machinery and fittings 
and that these have to be changed from time to time in accordance with departmental 
regulations, and, moreover, it is necessary, under the law, to keep the liquor for a certain 
number of years for rectification purposes. If such a law were enacted, do you think 
brewers and distillers should be compensated !—The whole question has been debated in 
Parliament in the old country, and I repeat, it is a question on which it is very difficult 
to arrive at an opinion. I do not think my opinion would amount to anything. 


By Rev. Dr. MeLeod : 


38211. Speaking of perjury that arises in those cases: Do you consider the perjury 
due to the system, to the man or to the whisky?’—To the man. The men brought 
before me were generally of a certain class. We had very few respectable men in the 
trade, and although they spoke a great deal about it, they never wanted to inform. 
They even spoke to me about liquor. being brought in, and when I said, ‘Give me im- 
formation on which to catch the people, and they will be arr ested,” they refused to do so. 

38212. Are the people who are called as witnesses generally of a very reputable 
class !—They are the men who brought it in. 

38213. Do you think they were likely to perjure themselves if they were giving 
evidence in cases in which they had no personal interest ?—Not so much I think—no, I 
do not think so. 

38214. Why should there be a difference !—The reason was that they did not like 
the law and it did not appeal to their conscience. 

38215. What is your opinion in regard to prohibition for the country as a whole: if 
the people were in favour of it, would it be desirable ?—If a large majority of the people 
were in favour of prohibition, it would of course be carried. 

38216. Would it be desirable?—That I am not prepared to say. I have always 
been accustomed to the use of liquor myself since I grew up, and I was always given to 
understand that there was no harm in it unless you hook too much. 

38217. Have you observed, as a Judge, whether or not it has anything to do with 
cases of crime ?/—-Yes, sometimes. I have had several cases in which it was certainly an 
element of crime. I had a case at Medicine Hat where liquor was the cause of the row 
that occurred there. 

38218. Do you object to the principle of prohibition?—I object to it on both 
grounds. I object to the principle of prohibition. TI think if a man wants anything to 
drink he should be able to have it. 

38219. You think that even if there was a strong public sentiment in favour of 
prohibition, it would not be right or wise to enact such a law ‘—I did not say so. I said 
if a very large majority was in favour of prohibition it would be right to enact such a 
law, but I think it would require a very large majority to carry it out. One good rea- 
son I have for saying so is, that if such a law were carried by a small major ity, it would 
be infringed by the very men who infringed before. They are the very men who go in 
for favouring prohibition, and yet go in for illicit trade. 

Hon. JAMES FARQUHARSON McLeop. 
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38220. Do you think the people in favour of illicit trade are in favour of prohibi- 
tion ’—Yes. 

38221. Is it general or is it only in localities where smuggling exists that people 
have such feelings /—Yes, where smuggling exists. 


By Judge McDonald : 


38222. It has been stated by Judge Hodgson of Prince Edward Island that in re- 
gard to the Scott Act the men who kept the worst shebeens were men in favour of the 
Scott Act ?’—Yes, that is what I have found here. 

38223, Under the prohibitory law all are on the same footing, while under the 
license law such men could not hope to get licenses !—When the license law came into 
force the trade of those people was taken away. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


38324. Are the men who are licensed here the same men who were engaged in the 
illicit traffic before the enactment of the present law ?—I think so. 


By Judge McDonald : 


38225. Have you any other suggestions to offer to the Commissioners ?—No, I do 
not think so. 


GEORGE ALLAN KENNEDY, M. D., of Fort Macleod, on being duly sworn, 
deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


38226. How long have you resided at Macleod ?—I have been here off and on for 14 
ears. 
, 38227. Have you resided here all the time since you came to the Territories ? 
—Yes, with the exception of 4 years. 

38228. Where did you reside then ?!—I was surgeon of the Police, and I resided at 
different posts. 

38229. Then you have seen the working of the prohibitory law and the license law 
in the Territories ?— Yes. - 

38230. Which do you find preferable /—I prefer the license law. 

38231. Were there difficulties connected with the carrying out of the prohibitory 
law 1—A great many. 

38232. What were they ’—In the first place the law was never properly enforced. 
Then I think it gave rise at times to hardships. 

38233. In what way ?—Sometimes people when they wanted liquor could not get it. 
This is a long way from the base of supplies, and it takes a long time to get liquor here. 

38234. Do you mean liquor for medicinal purposes !—Yes, I have seen cases of that 
kind in the early days. 

38235. Were you troubled with smuggling 1—Yes. 

38236. In this section ?--Yes, and at Fort Walsh and every plage where I have 
been. 

38237. What was the quality of the liquor !—Very bad as a rule. 

38238. Have you noticed whether there has been an increase of drunkenness since 
the license law came into force /—It is very hard to say. I think, probably, there has 
been a slight increase. 

38239. Is there more drunkenness to be seen?—That is a matter of opinion. I 
think there has been, possibly, a slight increase. I do not know that there has been 
more drunkenness, but more drink. 

38240. Has there been an increase in the number of those engaged in the trade ?— 


No. 
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38241. Were there more engaged in the traffic when it was illicit than now under 
license ?—I think there were four or five times as many before the license law came in, 
and more than that probably. 

38242. Judging from your experience, do you think prohibition was ever well 
enforced in the Territories ?—No, I do not. 

38243. Have you considered the question of granting compensation to brewers and 
distillers for their loss of plant and machinery in the event of the passage of a general 
prohibitory law ?—I have not considered the question very much. It has, however, 
been drawn to my attention since the Commission sat. 

38244. It has been urged that certain machinery and plant have to be put in by 
distillers and brewers in compliance with departmental regulations, and that, moreover, 
the liquor has to be kept for a certain length of time for rectification purposes. Do you 
think that under those circumstances remuneration should be made them ?—I think if 
prohibition was enacted it would only be right to do so. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


38245. You spoke about the difficulty of getting liquor for medicinal purposes ?— 
Yes. 

38246. We have been told by witnesses here and elsewhere that liquor was never 
difficult to get, and certainly as regards Fort Macleod that there was never a lack of it 
here /—Not in the town, but people living at a distance from the town and in the 
country experience some difficulty. 


Rev. GAVIN HAMILTON, of Fort Macleod, on being duly sworn, deposed as 
follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


38247. With what Church are you connected ?—I ama minister of the Presbyterian 
Church. 


38248. How long have you been in the Territories ?—I came here on September 
5th, 1891. 

38249. Did you come here from one of the other provinces !—From New Brunswick. 

38250. From what part ?—From Restigouche County. 

38251. Then you have seen the Territories both under the so-called prohibitory 
system and also under license !—I have. 

38252. Which do you find preferable ?—It will take me some time to explain. When 
T came here first, in 1891, prohibition was in force. There were from six to ten saloons 
here selling openly, without let or hindrance, so far as I know. 

38253. You mean that liquor was exposed for sale to the public eye 1—I never saw 
it, but men got liquor repeatedly and it seemed to be sold openly and publicly. There 
were two licensed places. These were permitted, but there were also other places which 
were known to be selling openly, six or ten at least. 

38254. Were steps taken to stop the sale ?—There were none. I do not remember 
a prosecution for violation of the law while I was here, and I might say I was here for 
eight months. 

38255. Did you call the attention of the officials to these cases yourself ?—I did. 
During the first six months I was here my health was very bad, I was suffering from 
throat trouble continuously, but that, I repeat, was the state of affairs. 

38256. What were those licensed places allowed to sell ?—I think it was beer. 

38257. Was it the four per cent beer !—I do not know the law sufficiently well to 
be able to state what kind of beer it was. 

38258. Have you any knowledge of smuggling going on since you were residing 
here ?—I have no personal knowledge ; it was very difficult. to get information. The 

GEORGE ALLAN KENNEDY. 
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traffic was continued to a certain extent by smugglers, and when the police could not 
discover particulars of the matter, I did not consider it my duty to turn detective, as I 
had no personal knowledge in regard to it. The liquor must have been brought in 
because it was sold. 

38259. Have you lived in any country where prohibition was in force ?—I have 
lived in Colchester and was pastor of a church there when they had the Scott Act in 
force and previous to that I was in York County, where I think they had prohibition. 

38260. How did you find the Act work ?—I know nothing about the County of 
York, but in Colchester, in the rural districts at all events, it was well enforced. In 
the place where I was pastor, which was my district and was eight miles in length 
and four in width, no liquor whatever was sold. 

38261. In what part of the county was it ?—It was the Township of Brookfield. 

38262. Do you favour prohibition in principle ?—I think so because I think it is 
advantageous. 

38263. Do you consider the license system to be wrong ?—Yes, I think it is wrong. 

38264. Do you consider it is sinful—do you think it is a sin to license the traffic? 
—I think it is, according to the view I have ; I consider the traffic sinful. 

38265. In the event of a general prohibitory law being enacted for the whole 
country, do you think that brewers and distillers should be compensated for their loss of 
plant and machinery !—The question is: Have not the brewers and distillers and all 
those engaged in the traffic made very large profits? We have to look at it in that way. 
However, I am willing to allow men their own opinions. If the traffic was licensed by 
the law of the land and by Act of Parliament and, therefore, was legalized, I do not 
say they should not be paid remuneration. At least they should be remunerated for 
their plant. 

38266. A clergyman who gave evidence in Brandon suggested that the 
licensed dealers also should be compensated for the balance of the year which there 
licenses would yet have to run. What do you think of that proposition?—I think the 
liquor traffic is a singularly profitable one and those engaged in it would not need any 
pecial remuneration. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


38267. Did you regard the system that was in operation here before Ist of May 


as a prohibition system ’— Unless a system prohibits liquors being sold and sees that its 


laws are enforced, 1 would not call it prohibition. 

38268. Do you think the condition in Colchester, where you lived under local pro- 
hibition, was preferable to any form of license of which you have known, including the 
license system here ?—The use of liquor was confined to about seven families out of a 
hundred. So far as I could judge, as pastor, there were ninety families in which liquor 
was not used at all. I belonged to a temperance society and had public meetings in the 
winter about every month on the temperance question, and the conclusion was that they 
were enlightened on the subject and they were kept enlightened. 

38269. Do you think the effect of prohibition there was good to the community at 


large 7—I think, from my knowledge as a pastor, that the use of liquor in families can be 
easily discovered in the effect on those who use it ; generally domestic relations are dis- 


turbed by the use of liquor. It is considered one of the damaging features and one of 
the worst engines we have to contend with as Christian ministers 
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JOHN HOLLIES, of Fort Macleod, hotel-keeper, on being duly sworn, deposed as 
follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


38270. How long have you resided in the Territories /—Over 17 years. 
38271. During all that time have you resided at Macleod?—I have resided in 
different places in the Territories. 

38272. How long have you been at Macleod continuously {—A little over four years. 

38273. When you first came to the Territories was there a permit system in force 4 
—The prohibition system was in force. You could get a permit, although we never 
thought of it at first, but I believe it was part of the law. 

38274. Was liquor got in during those days !—Yes, I saw liquor in the Territories 
when I came here. 

38275. Do you know how it came in?—I think it came in with the traders. 

38276. Where did it come from ’—From Montana. | 

38277. It was brought across the boundary /—Yes. 

38278. Was it alcoholic liquor, and if so what was its quality ?—Yes. I recollect 
taking some, but I did not take a great deal. 

38279. What was it like ?—It was like something pretty hot as it went down your 
throat. 

38280. It has been stated by some witnesses before this Commission that some 
people using liquor like it to scratch when it passes down /—Yes, it scratched the throat 
when it went down. 

38281. Were there many people selling in those days /—Not that I know of. 

38282. You say liquor was brought in by traders. Were they men who peddled !— 
Yes, some. 

38283. Did they peddle the goods ?—They gave liquor for buffalo robes. 

38284. Was there any considerable white population in the Territories then !— 
Very little. 

38285. As the white population increased, what change occurred !—The 
trading with the Indians dropped off altogether. 

38286. Did the liquor stay out ?—Not altogether, it never stayed out, it was creep- 
ing in a little more all the time. 

38287. As it crept in was it still smuggled across the boundary ?!—Yes. 

38288. Did it come in in the same way ?—Yes, it never came from the east until 
the railway was built. 

38289. After the railway was built it began to come in in that direction, I suppose ? 
—Yes. 

38290. In the latter days, before the license law came into force, was the supply of 
liquor, in the Macleod district, mostly brought across the boundary !—Partly from across 
the boundary and partly by wagons that would come up from Winnipeg. It was by far a 
better liquor, at all events it seemed to be better than the Montana whisky. 

38291. Can you say whether, during your acquaintance with Macleod, liquor was 
sold openly and illicitly before the license law came into force?—The liquor was sold 
openly ina way. There was no public bar and it was not always sold over a bar. Four 
years have elapsed since I lived permanently at Macleod, and my evidence is in regard 
to what was done since that time. 

38292. We understand there was open sale !—The sale was mostly beer, which was 
allowed. ‘ 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


38293. Was it four per cent beer ?—It was what I do not care to call it, for it was 
not fit to drink. It was sold for beer and was allowed by law. 


By Judge McDonald : 


38294. You are referring to the Territory before you came here ?—Yes. 
38295. Before that there was beer, or whatever it may have been called ?—It was 
beer, but I do not know what the stuff was; I could not drink it. 
Joun Hou.igs. 
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38296. Was no other liquor sold then ?—Whisky was sold surreptitiously. 

38297. Were other compounds used, pain-killer and liquids of that sort !—I be- 
lieve so. 

38298. You have no knowledge of that yourself ?—TI believe it was so. 

38299. So far as your knowledge goes, in how many places in Macleod was liquor 
sold illicitly ?—I could not state from personal knowledge. 

38300. Can you state from hearsay !—Yes, I believe I can count them up. 

38301. How many could you count up?—I can count up about 26. From memo- 
randa which I have, I can count up about 26. 

38302. On what do you base your belief that there was that number selling ?—On 
the statements made by other people. 

38303. How was the liquor obtained by these people to sell ?—It was got by what 
you call smuggling, that is, from men who ran the underground route. 

38304. How was it brought in?’—By teams and wagons. 

38305. Do you know whether liquor was brought in concealed in packages /—No. 
I do not know it personally. k 

38306. You do not know that liquor was brought in in sugar barrels and barrels of 
rice and molasses /—No. 

38307. Have you had any experience in ranching ’—Yes, for ten years. 

38308. From your experience, do you believe a prohibitory law could be enforced 
in the North-west Territories !—I hardly think it could be. 

38309. So far as your knowledge of the North-west Mounted Police goes, do you 
think the force attempted faithfully to discharge their duties !—I think they did during 
former years. I think there was slackness during a few years, but that was owing to 
the police feeling that they were not supported ; they felt that it was of no use to try 
and enforce the law. 

38310. They were not supported, by whom !—By the people. 

38311. You mean by the community !—Yes, by the community. 

38312. Was the sentiment of the community, then, not in favour of the enforcement 
of the prohibitory law /—It was not favourable. 

38313. Do you attribute that sentiment of the people to so many places carrying 
on the trade?—Yes. There was the feeling that the law was an unjust one; that it 
was made by a Government 2,000 miles away ; that it was made against the wishes of 
the people and was directed against something that the people wanted ; that it was 
against their feelings and ideas altogether, and that it was not wrong to break that law. 

38314. Did you find a different sentiment prevailing against that law than against 
any other law?—Yes. While the people were willing to obey laws generally, they 
would break those liquor laws without compunction at all. I have heard people say 
that they would do so, and I have heard them say that they would not be legislated for 
as to what they should eat and what they should drink. 

38315. Have you heard statements as to the quantities of liquor smuggled in ?— 
Yes. They would bring it in in five or ten gallon kegs, or 100 and 200 gallons at a time. 
38316. How far would they have to draw it?—About 225 miles from Benton. 

38317. Do you know anything as to the prices they obtained for the liquor !—Only 
from statements made to me. They would say that they paid $3 a gallon for it and 
they would generally get $7 or $8 a gallon for it. 

38318. What was the price per drink !—Fifty cents a drink generally. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


38319. Were the trails from the boundary up here closely defined ; did they have 
to follow the trails or could they come over any part of the country they pleased /— 
There are certain crossings of rivers and they would have to make for them. You cannot 
cross a river anywhere and you have to make for the fords, and that was the dithculty. 

38320. Were they numerous !—They were not, but there were several of them. 

38321. Do you think it was possible for the authorities to guard those fords and so 
prevent the smugglers crossing /—No, not to prevent smuggling. They would stop at 


those fords, and the smugglers would find others and cross at them. The force was not 
sufficiently large to be on duty all the time. 
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38322. How many members of the force would there be on duty at one time ?—I 
could not tell you. 

38323. I suppose it was an established trade regularly carried on !/—They generally 
were safe on the trails, but they would cross a ford that you or, would never think of 
crossing. 

38324. So you do not think they crossed at the regular fords, but found other fords 
at which to cross !—-I know from what they have said to me, that they generally looked 
up some fords of their own. They would make a road to it, and of course in winter 
time they would travel anywhere as they could get the wagons down on the ice. 

38325, Speaking of the laxity of the officials of late years, you attribute it to the 
fact that the people did not support the police. Do you think they believed it was the 
duty of the police to enforce the law, and they, as people, need not concern themselves 
particularly about it ?—I think that was the feeling of a few. The police felt that they 
were not supported and the whole thing gradually fell through and no notice was taken 
of the law during the later period. 

38326. We have heard in some places in the Territories that the police were tipped, 
that they received money from the smugglers and illicit sellers. Did that obtain here 
or not !—I believe it did with respect to some of the constables of the force, but there 
were some just as anxious to do their duty as there were some to sell themselves. As a 
body I do think they were earnest in trying to catch smugglers. But of course indi- 
vidual cases occurred—I do not think it was a general thing. 

38327. Was there any proportion of the police who desired enforcement of the law 
in Macleod!—There were a few who desired to see the law enforced in Macleod, but they 
blamed the system. 

38328. What feature of the system did they blame ?—Some blamed the permit sys- 
tem in consequence of which the police did not know what to do. The people felt that 
they did not want to be legislated against and so the law was not enforced. 

38329. The law was there when the people came there ?—Certainly, they must 
have known it. 

38330. Would it have been a fair proposition to have submitted to the people of 
the whole Territories the question as to whether they wanted a prohibitory enactment 
or a license law ?—Of course it would be fair. 

38331. That was not done?—No, except through the Legislature. 

38332. Was this question made an issue at the election ?—It was tried to be made 
an issue, but the feeling of the people was strongly against making it an issue at the 
election. 

» 38333. L was speaking of the Macleod district ?—Down here we felt that we had 
had enough prohibition. I mean suppose a man had come out as a prohibition candi- 
date, he might as well have stayed at home because he would not have been elected 
as the people had had enough prohibition. 

38334. Have you been keeping hotel ever since at Macleod ?—Yes. 

38335. Did you have a bar prior to Ist of May last?—Yes. I had a license 
before that, under the four per cent system. I had no bar before that time. I kept 
hotel for three years without a license. 

38336. We have been told throughout the Territories that after 1888, when the 
four per cent arrangement came in, that arrangement to sell enabled a man to sell any- 
thing. Do you know anything about that /—It did not do so. 

38337. Did it give the seller any permission to do so?—I do not think so. It did 
not affect the trade down here. 

38338. Do you know that when a man had a license to sell four per cent beer he 
sold whisky ?—He may have done so. 

38339. I think we heard to-day that there are only two licensed places here and 
they are both hotels !— Yes. 

38340, Are there any wholesale licenses issued?—There are three wholesale licenses 
issued. 

38341. Do you think there are any other places selling, I mean places without 
licenses ?—I hardly think so, I do not know. 

Joun Houuirs. 
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38342. Do you think the amount of drinking has lessened since these places have 
been licensed ?—I think it has lessened. 

38343. Do you think the licensees observe the provisions of the law?—TI think 
they do. 

38344. Are the houses closed during the prohibited hours?—I think so. 

38345. And are not open on Sunday ?—I think not, so far as I am concerned 
myself I do not. 

- 38346. And you are one of them’—Yes. 

38347. Do you know as regards the others ?—I suppose they observe the law. 

38348. What is the least quantity that can be sold under the wholesale license ?— 
I think one bottle. 

38349. Do wholesalers retail by the glass !—I can scarcely say that, I do not know. 

38350. Do you suspect them !—I suspect one wholesale place of retailing, I do not 
suspect the rest. 

38351. Is the store of the Hudson Bay Company one of the wholesale places? 
—Yes. 

38352. I was anxious to know whether that company did a wholesale business? 
—Yes. 

38353. Do you know whether the Hudson Bay Company had any shipments of 
liquor prior to the license law /—They had permits. 

38354. For large quantities !—Yes. 

38355. What did they do with liquor after it came in !/—They gave it to any one 
who wanted it. 

38356, Do you mean that when a party got a permit he would send it to them to 
be filled and they would ship it to the consignee?—Yes. They were importers. Take 
myself: I go to them and show that I have a permit and want to get the company to 
fill it. The liquor afterwards comes in through them. It comes in through them by 


express, and it is handed to us when it arrives. 


38357. They import for you ?—Yes. 

38358. Speaking of the permits you have had: Prior to Ist May last did you get 
permits for whisky, brandy and that kind of liquor ?—No, prior to lst May last was 
before I opened my bar. For three years I was without a bar, and prior to that time I 
got a permit for my own personal use. 

38359. The liquor was not for sale ?—No. 

38360. You had no bar up to lst May ?—My bar was opened last August, 1891. 

38361. Was that after you had a license to sell four per cent beer !—Exactly. 

38362. Since then your license has covered everything /—Yes. 

38363. Wh $200 a year. 

38364. Do you pay anything to the district?—No. It is not incorporated and 
there is no one to collect. 

38365. As an hotel man coming into contact with the people and as one observing 
what is going on in the country, have you noticed whether the liquor traffic in its effects 
injures or benefits the community ?—I could answer that question both ways. 

38366. Please answer it.—Yes and no, because there is a part of the community 
to whom it is injurious and there is another part who are great'y helped by it. 

38367. You refer to the liquor licensed trade as it is carried on. To what part of 
the community is it beneficial !—To the parties who use liquor, and of course to the 
traveller. 

38368. To whom is it an injury !—To those who drink to excess. 

38369. Does the law allow liquor to be sold to those who drink to excess ?—The 
law allows wholesalers to sell over one bottle and if a man drinks a bottle that is 
drinking to excess. 

38370. Is there no check on that 7—Not on the wholesaler. The only check is in 
the man himself. 

38371. I suppose it is scarcely necessary to ask whether you believe in prohibition 
or not !—If you ask me, I say I do not. 

38372. Do you object to the principle of prohibition or to the practicability ?— 


To both. 
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By Judge McDonald : 


38373. Speaking about the class who use intoxicating liquor, I desire to ask this 
question: take 100 men who use intoxicating beverages, what proportion would use 
them to excess ’—I should say, according to my observation, 10. 

38374. And the other 90 would use them in moderation /— Yes. 

38375. Take the settlers of this country. You have a class of people coming in here 
from Great Britain, Germany, France and other countries, people accustomed to the 
use of ales, wines, whisky and other beverages. If they had to choose between a country 
for settlement that has a license law and where they may obtain what liquor they wish to 
use, and a country where they would not be allowed to use liquor, which country would 
more likely obtain that settlement ?’—So far as my opinion goes I would say the 
country where there was a license law in force and where they could get the liquor to 
which they had been accustomed. 

38376. From your ranching experience in the North-west and coming into contact 
with the people, what did you find to be the sentiment of the people ?—The sentiment is 
mostly in favour of license. 

38377. Was it opposed to the prohibition system ’—It was greatly opposed to the 
system. 

38378. Then you have found also that the people object to legislation being forced 
upon them of a character that they do not want !—Yes, that was just it. There was 
great dissatisfaction with respect to the law which was forced on them, and a different 
state of things from which they had been accustomed. They had been trained to judge 
for themselves in regard to those matters, and they felt they were being interfered with 
as regards what they considered to-be, and what I consider to be, our rights. 

38379. You think in the community there exists a sentiment in regard to the 
prohibitory law different from the sentiment in regard to other laws !—Yes, undoubtedly. 


By Rew. Dr. McLeod : 


38380. Speaking about the percentage of people drinking to excess: about what is 
the percentage of people in the Macleod district who drink more or less !—I should say 
about 20 per cent. 

38381. And about 10 per cent drink to excess !—Yes, that is my opinion from my 
own observation. 

38382. Have you observed whether among the 90 per cent who drink moderately 
there is a tendency to drink to excess /—Not bey yond the 10 per cent. 

38383. Have you observed whether many young men, boys, have the drinking 
habit ?—Boys are not allowed to obtain drink. 

38384. Boys under what age ?—I think about 18. 

38385. Have you observed whether there are many between 18 and 25 who have 
the drink habit ?—I may say that in Macleod there are few under 18 who get liquor. 

38386. Have you observed whether licensed places are a temptation to young men 
to congregate there and acquire the drink habit /—I do not think so. In the first place 
they would not be allowed to congregate there. 

38387. I refer to young men of 21 ?—Yes. 

38388. Would young men about 19 be allowed ?—There are not very many of them. 
My observation at all events would not amount to much on that line. 

38389. Have you observed whether members of the Mounted Police force are 
generally drinking men !—They are about the same as other drinking men, a great many 
do not take liquor. at all, and there are not many of them who drink to excess. 

38390. Then as a body they drink, but not to excess ?-—The police have their own 
canteen. 

38391. They only sell beer, I believe ?—I do not think a great many take ardent 
spirits, because with them it is about the same as with the general community. 

38392. About 90 per cent of them drink something ‘ 1—I should judge so. My 
experience, however, does not extend very far in that respect. The pera officers. 
would be better able to tell you and answer all questions. 

Joun Horttigs, 
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38393. Do you have much travel to Fort Macleod !—More or less. Sometimes it is 
very slim and at other times it is very busy. 

38394. Are they generally commercial travellers /—Not generally, but there is al- 
ways quite a lot of them. 

38395. Have you observed whether 90 per cent of the travellers coming to your 
hotel are drinking men?—I do not think mly experience has extended so far, I do not 
think I have looked to see whether a man drinks or not. 

38396. Could you run a hotel without a bar 1—No. 

38397. Why ?—It would not pay. I tried it for three years straight along and I 
know. 

38398. Are we to understand that the men who do not drink and who patronize 
your hotel, do not pay for what they get. For instance, I go to your hotel and you 
charge $2 per day and I do not patronize your bar: does the rate of $2 per day pay for 
what I get?—Yes, that would pay all right. 

38399. If everybody did that I suppose they would pay for what they got accord- 
ing to your charge /—Yes, but you do not put the circumstances fully. There are a 
great many people living in Macleod who have to stay here and I cannot charge them $2 
per day because it would be more than they could pay. 

38400. Would you charge a sufficient amount for feeding and boarding them ? 
—Yes. - 

38401. If so, would not that pay !—The margin would be so small that it would 
not pay. There are many expenses you cannot charge, such, for example, as having 
men wait in the hotel. Moreover, travellers do not come right along steadily, but 
the expenses would go along just the same. You cannot charge a man staying in the 
hotel such a price as you have mentioned. 

38402. Then is it not a fact that you are charging total abstainers what they ac- 
tually cost you !—You might be charging what they actually cost, but you have to de- 
pend on the amount of travel. Of course, sometimes, instead of three or four coming to 
the house, a dozen men may come. The number of servants is not increased neither 
are my general expenses, but the travel is increased, so that my pay is increased and I 
am able to pay my way. If I have only a few guests my general expenses go on all the 
same as if I had a great many. 

38403. And you have to fall back on the bar !—It is necessary to fall back on the 
bar. 

38404. Is it fair to the bar to make it support the house, and is it fair to the peo- 
ple who do not patronize the bar to make them pay /—That is fine in theory, but you 
have to go by facts. You have to billet guests and fix a regular rate. My regular 
rates are those that I can afford to give to the travelling public. 

38405. I think youshould charge fully the men who do not patronize the bar !— 
That is your opinion. Of course if I met many nice men who preferred your plan, I 
might get them to follow it. I cannot, however, run my establishment on other men’s 
ideas. 

38406. Certainly this seems to be the fact, that the man who does not patronize 
the bar practically does not pay for what he gets !—As I stated before, he might pay 
and he might over-pay. It would depend on the rate charged. 2.00 a day would pay 
Mer. \- 
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W. H. PATRICK, of Fort Macleod, rancher, on being duly sworn, deposed as fol- 


lows :— 
By Judge McDonald : 


38407. How long have you resided in the Territories !—About 16 years off and 
on most of the time. 

38408. Have you resided in different places!—Yes, pretty much all over the Ter- 
ritories. 

38409. From what section of the country did you come to the Territories !—From 
Manitoba. 

38410. Have you been at Edmonton, Prince Albert and other places ?/—Yes, in the 
early days. 

38411. All along the boundary also, I suppose !—400 or 500 miles east of here. 

38412. During all the time you have lived in the Territories have you been engaged 
in ranching ?—I have been at different occupations, driving cattle, ranching and farm- 
ing. 

38413. Then you have been engaged in the ranching business ?—Yes. 

38414. And have you done a great deal in connection with farming !—I have been 
farming the whole time. 

38415. When you first came to the country was the prohibitory law in force !— 
There was no law. | 

38416. And when did the prohibition law come into force !—It came in when the 
North-west Mounted Police came in. 

38417. So far as your observation goes did the North-west Mounted Police honestly 
endeavour to do their duty ?—Yes, to a certain extent, to the best of their ability. 

38418. You think the force, as a whole, made an honest attempt to carry out the 
law /—Yes. 

38419. There may have been individual instances of failure you think ?—Yes. I 
suppose so. I do not know any case in particular. There were some reports to that 
effect, but no proof was given. 

38420, Have you reason to believe that intoxicating liquors were smuggled into the 
country to any extent /—Yes, I am sure of it. 

38421. From what point did it come?—From the United States and from the east, 
and from every point. 

38422. From the east ’—Yes, most of it came from Manitoba. 

38423. Do you know much about the quality of liquor that was brought in from 
those places /—Some of it was very poor stuff. 

38424. Do you know how it came in, in what shape ?—In all shapes. 

38425. Do you know the class of persons who brought it in?—They were all kinds. 

38426. Did not all the men sell other goods at the same time ?—Not that I know of. 

38427. It seemed to be a branch of business to itself /—Yes. 

38428. Is liquor brought in from Montana ?—Yes. 

38429. What distance would it have to be brought ?— Macleod is about 225 miles 
from Fort Benton and Great Falls, Montana. 

38430. Do you know if any caches were provided where the liquor was hidden ?— 
I do not know of any, but there certainly must have been some. 

38431, Was the liquor brought in carts !— Yes, and in wagons. 

38432. How do you suppose the smugglers were able to avoid the North-west 
Mounted Police !—It was very hard for the police to watch so many at atime. The 
whole population was in favour of getting in liquor, and so they got it in. 

38433. Did the length of the boundary cause the difliculty ?—It certainly did. 
There is, of course, a long stretch of boundary, and there was scareely any settlement at 
that time. : 

38434. As settlement increased, did it right the difficulty ?—I do not think-it did ; 
I rather think it increased it. 

38435. Do you know anything as to the cost of liquor in those days !—The cost 
was from $10 to $40 a gallon. 
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38436. Take the country through as you knew it, did there appear to be much 
liquor in the hands of the people!—Pretty nearly all the people wherever you went 
appeared to have liquor, more or less. 

38437. Were there any sections or towns or villages where liquor was exposed 
openly for sale 7—Decidedly, but very seldom. 

38438. Did you ever see liquor brought in and sold in other packages, such, for 
instance, as barrels of rice, sugar or molasses!—I never did myself, but I know it 
came in in that way. I have often heard it spoken of. 

38439. Did you ever hear of use being made of pain-killer, Jamaica ginger and 
substances of that kind ?—Yes, frequently. 

38440. Did you ever see red ink used !—No, I cannot say I did. 

37441. Taking the people of the Territories as you have known them, were they 
people who were moderate in their drinking and temperate on the whole, or were they 
otherwise !—Yes, they were as moderate as the people of other countries I have been in. 

38442. Taking the bulk of the people, they were moderate, you say /— Yes. 

38443. You say that your experience was that the general sentiment prevailed 


against prohibition Certainly. 


38444. And in favour of the people having what they wanted !— Yes. 

38445. From what you know of the Territories and your experience, do you believe 
that a general prohibitory law for the whole Dominion could be effectually carried out 
and enforced ?—No, I do not think it could be done. 

38446. Have you seen the working of the license law since Ist of May !—Yes. 

38447. How does it appear to work ?—It is much better and is a great improve- 
ment on prohibition. 

38448. Take Macleod before Ist of May and since that time: were there more 
places for selling before than since the license law has been in force /—There were far 
more before. 

38449. Can you'give us an estimate of how many there were ?—I think there were 
about eight different places in town where you could get good liquor. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


38450. You have had experience in regard to the Indians, I suppose !—Yes. 
38451. Has there been much sale of liquor made to Indians /—Not of late years. 
38452. Was there in the early days !—-Yes. 

39453. Was liquor given in exchange for furs /—Yes. ; 

38454. Did the police put a stop to that?—Yes. I think the fact of the 
Indians getting better has been more due to their not obtaining liquor than anything 
else, and they had nothing with which to buy it. 

38455. Did the traders in the old days barter with the Indians /—Yes. 

38456. Did the police put a stop to that 7—Yes. They stopped that all right 
enough, of course. 

38457. Have you noticed since lst of May that there has been an increase in 
drunkenness amongst the Indians since the license law came into effect /—I do not think 
so, at all events not until to-day. To-day I saw in Macleod the first Indian drunk that 
I have seen for five years. 

38458. Are you aware whether there has been any difference among the Half-breeds ? 
—No, they got as much liquor before the license law as they do now. 


# 


The Commission adjourned, to meet at Banff. 


430 ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC. 


BANFF, November 12, 1892. 
The Royal Commission on the Liquor Traffic met here this day. 


Present : 


JuDGE McDonaLp. Rey. Dr. McLeop. 


FRANK HARPER, of Banff, Inspector of the Nor Be Mounted Polige, on 
being only sworn, deposed as follows : — 


By Judge McDonald ; 


38459. How long have you resided in the Territories !--Close on 13 years. 

38460. Did you come here from one of the other provinces !—No, I came from 
England. 

38461. During the time you have been in the Territories have you been at other 
places than Banff?—Yes, at Maple Creek, Lethbridge, Macleod, Regina and other 

laces. 
= 38462. Have you, during the whole time of your residence here, been connected 
with the North-west Mounted Police /—Yes. 

38463. Part of the duty of the force has been to enforce the prohibitory enactment 
of the Territories, I suppose !—Yes, up to lst May last. 

38464. Speaking from your own experience, have you found the force faithful in 
the discharge of their duties !— Yes. 

38465. Have they been vigilant all the time ?— Yes. 

38466. From your statement I should judge that you had been in the southern 
part of the Territories part of the time ?—Yes, I have been there most of the time. 

38467. What were the principal difficulties that the force had to cope with in 
carrying out the law ?—The popular sentiment was entirely against it. 

38468. What were the modes of breaking the law?—Smuggling. There was 
abundant means by which liquor could be smuggled i in. They wouldsmuggle it from 
British Columbia and from other quarters. Whisky men would go weSt in the morning 
and engage a Pullman berth at a place where the train stops half an hour for supper. 
During the time it was there he would make arrangements with the porter, by which he 
filled his berth with kegs of whisky. We were not allowed to search Pullmans for 
whisky. When he got near Calgary the liquor would be thrown off just before the 
train pulled in. Another way was that a man coming down in the colonists’ car would 
use rubber beds and pillows filled with whisky. They had it all over the train. It 
would be in the berths, on the top, underneath, in front, on the engine, on the tender 
and where the water was kept and they would let down tanks and kegs with a rope and 
let it stay there in the tank. It would bedropped off at convenient places and they 
would have men there on the spot ready to carry it off. Of course the officers could not 
watch all these places. Liquor has also been smuggled in consigned as lumber. The 
men would pile the lumber at each end and at the sides and fill the centre with barrels 
of whisky. When Sir Lester Kaye was building his farm and getting large quantities 
of lumber in, large quantities of liquor would come in consigned to him as lumber and it 
would be put off at some siding. Directly it was put off the men would be on hand and 
cart 1t away. 

38469. We have been told that packages of liquor were consigned to people for 
whom they were not intended !—Yes. 

FRANK HARPER. 
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38470. And that the people for whom they were intended would come and get the 
packages and take them away !/—Yes, lumber was consigned to Sir Lester Kaye that he 
had never ordered, and he would never get it, for it would be left at some siding and 
the liquor would be taken out from the centre of the car. 

38471. People made use of his name to get in liquor ?—Yes, I seized one car here 
myself. It contained lumber and also 500 or 600 gallons of liquor, which was addressed 
to him. 

38472. What kind of liquor !—It was “G & W, four years old,” gin and Scotch 
whisky. There was a bonded warehouse at Banff at this time and liquor was kept 
there to a certain extent ; but, since the license law has come in the proprietor has 
asked the Government to do away with it for there is no sale for liquor. 

38473. You say that is at Banff?—Yes. 

38474. When you were in the southern part of the Territories did liquor come in ? 
—A great deal was smuggled in. It was brought in from Fort Benton in the United 
States by teams. 

38475. Did you ever make seizures ?-—Yes. 

38476. What kind of liquor was generally seized ?—Very bad. It was principally 
whisky, but I think it was really vitriol or at least it was some bad stuff. The lquor 
since the new law has been in force has been very much better. 

38477. Did you ever make any seizures in the southern part !/—Yes. 

28478. What class of men were engaged in the business !—The man I got was an 
old policeman in the force. ; 

38479. He was not in the force at that time?—No, he had left the force. The 
way they brought it in was from the United States; they would cache it some dis- 
tance away from town or settlement, and then would bring it in in small quantities 
at a time. 

38480. Have you ever known compounds used as drinks?—I have known 
men drinking Jamaica ginger and pain-killer, Florida water and different essences and 
a variety of scents. I know that a great many people at that time, merchants and 
others, made up scentsand essences and a small quantity of alcohol was putinto the 
mixture and the people drank it. One of the Macleod people made Jamaica ginger. 
When we scarched the place we found alcohol, different kinds of essences, cayenne 
pepper and a lot of old Jamaica ginger bottles, but the compound seemed to be composed 
chiefly of alcohol and not much of ginger. He had, however, all the appliances for 
making ginger. 

38481. We understand that part of the duty of the force was to make domiciliary 
visits?—-Yes. We could search anywhere, that is acommissioned officer could, or a 
policeman under the orders of a commissioned officer. 

38482. Did you ever make personal search /—-Yes. 

38483. And found liquor /—Yes. 

38484. What was done with it !—It was destroyed. 

38485. Poured out on the ground !—- Yes. 

38486. Take the liquor found in the lumber, was it destroyed !—Yes, it was poured 
out on the ground. 

38487. How long have you been at Banff!—Five years. 

38488. Have you ever known parties here get in liquor and have a regular 
drinking bout !—Yes. 

38489. Have you had any experience of the working of the permit system ?—I had a 
great deal. I consider that in the early days, before the railway came in, it worked 
fairly well; but since, it did not work well at all. Permits were given under fictitious 
names. In the old days when you searched a man’s place and found liquor it had to be 
shown that it came in under his own name, but under the decision of one of the Judges, 
it was afterwards ruled that so long as he had permits to cover the liquor that might 
be on his premises he was protected, although there might be one or one hundred _per- 
mits. Judge Rouleau ruled that way. 

38490. You say that liquor could be brought in so long as it was not for the purpose 
of barter and sale ?—The parties were only granted permits for medicinal and domestic 
uses, 
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38491. But could not a person who had received liquor on a permit transfer his 
permit even if it was for his own use !—It was impossible to prove a sale. 

38492. Taking all the cases you have mentioned, do you believe they are sufficient evi- 
dence as to what public sentiment was in the Territories with regard to the prohibitory 
law ‘—I do. 

38493. Did the people resist those laws /—Yes, I have had a | great many cases before 


me as Magistrate. The people thought nothing of swear ing to a ‘lie in regard to liquor 


cases, and in fact they thought no harm was done. 

38494. Did they view liquor cases differently from any other cases !—That law was 
an unpopular one, depriving them of the right to drink what they liked, and they consi- 
dered they had as much right to have liquor as any one else. I have known witnesses 
to come up and swear to that which I knew was a direct le. 

38495. As an officer you have been connected with the administration of justice, 
taking part in it for anumber of years. What did you find the effect to be on the public 
conscience of having a law on the statute-book that was persistently violated /—It was 
very bad. 

38496. You think the law would be a good one, if carried out ?—Yes, the prohibitory 
law would be a good one if carried out, but I think it is impossible to carry it out. I 
think the present law is very much preferable to the permit system that was previously 
in force. 

38497. We have noticed that there is a very large hotel here as well as the one in 
which we now are, and to both of which travellers come from all parts of this country 
and of the world. What do you think would be the effect if all the guests on arriving 
here were deprived of liquor !—I think it would be a great injury. Before the license 
law came into force on Ist May last, the Canadian Pacific Railway hotel and this hotel 
had licenses from the Lieutenant-Governor to sell wine and beer but no spirits. There 
are a great many travellers, especially English guests, who must have their whisky 
and water before going to bed. They must have it, or they will not remain. 

38498. You, ‘yourself, are an Englishman ?—I am.: 

38499. Taking the English people as a rule, and taking the German and other dif- 
ferent classes of people who are accustomed to partake of intoxicating beverages in mo- 
deration. If people coming from foreign countries find there is one section of this 
Dominion where they can obtain liquors to which they have been accustomed and another 
section where they cannot obtain them, because a prohibitory law is in force, the con- 
ditions otherwise being equal, to. which section would they be likely to go ?—They 
would prefer a license country. 

38500. Are there any suggestions you can offer to the Commission in regard to the 
license law itself or any amendment thereto !/—TI think the license law if enforced would 
be an excellent thing, and it could be very much more strictly enforced than it is to-day, 
for at present it is not carried out strictly. There is a License Inspector appointed to 
carry out the law, but he lives at Calgary ; and there should be more stringent orders 
given to the police to assist the Inspector in carrying out the law. One of the provisions 
of the law is that liquor shall not be served to a man who is intoxicated. There should 
be a very severe penalty imposed for a breach of that Prowton: 

38501. The law also prohibits sale to minors ? , also during prohibited hours 
and as regards keeping open on Sunday. 

38502. How is the law observed in regard to sale to minors ?—I do not know. 

38503. And to drunken men, you think liquor is sold ’—Yes. 

38504. As to keeping open on Sundays and after hours how is that provision obser- 
ved !—The provisions of the law are not observed as regards Sunday. 

38505. Has the license law in its main features been carried out ?—Yes. Additional 
officers might be appointed if necessary, and vigorous efforts should be made to compel 
licensees to keep within the law, though I, myself, hardly think there is as much drunk- 
enness, certainly in my section and among the mining men down at Canmore and 
Anthracite, under the license law as there was before. One reason is that many people 
have given up drinking liquor, especially compared with the early days and during 
the prohibition period, when a man would not have an opportunity of getting a drink 
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for weeks and he would take a big drink when he had the chance. During the permit 
system you would see men who would never be drunk under the license system have a 
number of big drinks and then get drunk. 

38506. Were you accustomed to miners before you came to this country, did you 
live in any mining section /—Yes. 

38507. From your experience, then, you are able to make comparison between the 
miners in this district and in England ’—I am acquainted with the miners in Lethbridge. 

38508. Does the same remark apply to them as it does to others !—Yes, I am not, 
however, making special reference to miners, but am speaking of drinking in the early 
days. I am speaking generally, not particularly of miners, but I may say that I do not 
think there is as much drunkenness among miners in this section since the license law: 
came into force as there was previously. 


by fev. Dr. McLeod: 


38509. Did you observe whether there were a great number of permits issued /— 
Permits were numerous. Latterly that was the case; in the early days the permits 
were not so numerous and, moreover, there were not so many people in the Territories. 

~38510. Was there any discretion exercised in the issue of permits, according to your 
observation /—.Yes. 

38511. Do you think they were issued for cause, or were they issued to almost every 
one who might apply /—Sometimes they were not issued ; it depended on the applicant. 
Sometimes a permit was refused and the man would then go to the representative of his 
district and say that he wished a permit to be issued and granted to him ; the member 
would write a private letter, and as a rule the permit would be granted. 

38512. Then, I suppose, the permit could not very well be refused ?—No, there was 
a good deal of difficulty sometimes to obtain the permit. 

38513. And when obtained was it not used to cover liquor wherever found !—That 
was the case in this district. There was no use convicting a man for having liquor 

in his possession for it would be found to be covered by a permit, and in case of convic- 
tion an appeal would be taken to Judge Rouleau, who decided that so long as a man had 
a permit to cover a certain quantity of liquor it did not matter where the liquor was. 
So a man might have smuggled in whisky and when it would be discovered by an officer 
he would immediately produce a permit to cover that quantity, and that permit stood 
between himself and trouble. So long as he had that permit he was safe. 

38514. If liquor was seized on a man’s premises and he had no permit, but before 
prosecution could be carried to a conclusion he applied for one and got one, would that 

- covered the quantity and would he be safe !—I have known of such cases. 
38515. Were applicants for permits ever referred to you to report as to whether 
they should be granted or not !—Yes. 
. 38516. Have you reported sometimes against the issuing of permits to certain indi- 
duals !— Yes. 
38517. Have permits been issued over your reports against such being granted /—Yes. 
38518. You have had cases like that /—Yes. 
‘ 38519. From your knowledge of the way in which permits were granted, have you 
~ come to the conclusion that the system of late years was not one of prohibition but 
rather of permit /——It was one of permission I should say. 
38520. Under those circumstances it was difficult to detect smuggling, of course ?— 
im Y C8. 
© 38521. We have heard that police constables were not allowed to search Pullmans ? 
fe Yes. 
e 38522. Was the fact that Pullmans were used by smugglers ever brought to the 
- attention of the authorities, within your knowledge !— Yes. 
re 38523. Did they try to prevent it !—No. 
% 38524. The same condition continued !— Yes. 
fs 38525, Do you think there is more or less drinking now than there was before the 
Ticense system went into operation ?—I think when the license system went into force, 
_ that is to say for the first month, there was more drinking, but at the present time I do 
not consider there is as much, 
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38526. Will you tell the Commission whether there is more or less sold now than 
previously ?—I could not tell that. 

38527. Before the license system went into force, was selling quite openly carried 
on?—It was open to the general public, but not to the officials. 

38528. But the people generally knew where liquor was to be had ?—Yes, you could 
always get liquor. 

38529. Have you not had more cases of drunks before you as a Magistrate since 
the law came into force than you had before ; do you keep a record of the cases ?—Yes, 

38530. Will you favour the Commission with the record of the cases since the 
license law came into operation, and the record for a similar period previously ?— Yes. 
I would have to take the record for a certain number of months, because the mines are 
shut up for a certain period during the summer months. The mines at Canmore have 
only been developed during the last year or two. They were carried on on a small scale 
at first, but now there are abdut 250 men working there. 

38531. You have stated that the license law is not very well enforced ?— Yes. 

38532. To what do you attribute that non-enforcement? I understand the enforce- 
ment rests with the Executive at Regina ?—They have the power to cause the law to be - 
more stringently enforced. 

38533. Whose duty is it to enforce the license law !—There is no one here. The 
License Inspector lives in Calgary, and he visits the place. 

38534. So you, as a Mounted Police officer, have not the same authority as you had 
under the old law ?—_No. 

38535. And, except when the Inspector makes occasional visits, there is no one to 
look after the enforcement of the law here !—No. 

38536. Have you noticed whether the men who have licenses pay attention to 
the law and its provisions, or do they sell whenever they can make a dollar ?—They 
sell when they can. It matters not whether it is during prohibited hours or not, they — 
sell whenever they see a chance to bring a dollar into their pockets. 

38537. Are there sales made on Sunday ?—Yes. 

38538. Is it your belief that this license law does not practically regulate the 
trade ?—I do not think the license law does. I suppose the revenue of the Territories 
is increased by it. Men know they are not as liable to be searched as they were before ; 
they know when the License Inspector comes on a visit, and that he is the only one in 
the district, which extends from Calgary to Banff, and south. « 

38539. So he cannot look very carefully over the district /—No. 

389540. You have spoken of perjury taking place in cases coming before you. Do 
you think it is the law that is accountable for this, or is it a fact. that they have been 
parties to the violation of the law as purchasers of the liquor !—No, I do not think it 
is the law. 

38541. Do you find this, that a witness called to testify regarding violationsof the law, 
is unwilling to testify or tell the truth, because he had been a party to the violation by 
purchasing liquor !—They may have been purchasers, but not in the particular case I 
have spoken of. In some of the cases coming before me they may be witnesses, and 
yet have nothing to do with the case ; they may have been called up in regard to the 
selling of beer, and have declared that the drink the men got was beer, men who were 
sitting at the bar or getting a drink. 

38542. Such men, of course, were frequenters of the place ?—Yes. 

38543. Speaking of beer, do you suppose, after the introduction of the four per cent 
beer arrangement, it was still more difficult to deal with the matter /—Yes. 

38544. Do you suppose that under the pretense of selling beer they would sell all 
kinds of liquor ?—Yes. 

38545, Does the license law really regulate the trade more than the so-called pro- 
hibition did ?—Yes, I think it does, because a man has to pay a large license and he 
will look after illicit sellers for his own protection. 

38546. Are there any persons other than those licensed selling now ?—There may 
be one or two, in fact I am pretty certain there are. 

38547. Do the licensees make complaint against the men who sell and have no 
licenses ?—-No. When the beer law came into force in Banff, there were certain licenses 
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granted to hotels, and there was a man who was selling then and he continued to sell. 
The licensed men went and told him to give up selling or they would inform on him. 

38548. Did he give up ?—Yes. 

38549. Have you observed the effect of the liquor traffic and the liquor habit. on 
various interests touched by them, business interests, social and home interests and the 
morals of the people, whether the effect is beneficial or injurious in any degree !—TI think 
it is injurious. 


By Judge McDonald : 


38550. Do you mean when liquor is used in moderation or in excess ?—I think it is 
injurious in this part of the country and up here. 

38551. How many persons were selling at Banff before the license law came into 
operation /—Certainly six were selling retail. Sometimes, of course, merchants would 
get in large quantities and would sell it wholesale. 

38552. How many licenses are there to sell retail now !—During the summer there 
are four, when the Canadian Pacific Railway hotel is not open there are only three. 

38553. Would you favour the appointment of-a local officer in order to inspect the 
places here and see that the law was better enforced }—Yes, and to make it more 
decidedly the duty of the police to carry it out. 

38554. I understand, that taking the prohibitory law with all the Mounted Police 
endeavouring to carry it out and taking the present law with only a small number to 
enforce it, you think the license law preferable ?—Yes. 

38555. In making such a statement as has been spoken of, taking six months of 
this year and six of last year, would it be a safe comparison and a fair one, when you 
take into consideration the increase of miners at Canmore ?—I do noi think it would, 
unless you took that question into account—you would have to take into account the 
fact that mining interests have been largely developed. 

38556. So the circumstances are different !— Yes. 

38557. So you could not make a fair comparison ?—Not unless you took into 
account the changes in population and the change in the character of the population. 

38558. In regard to the question of parties sending and obtaining permits after 
their liquors have been seized and using them to cover such liquor, I understand that your 
officers would not receive them. Would there not be any question as to the date of 
those permits!/—The date would show that they were issued after the liquor had come in. 

38559. You do not mean to say, of course, that the authorities who granted the 
permits were trying to protect the people whose liquor had been seized?—No, nothing of 
the sort. The date on the permits showed that they had been issued after the liquor 
had been brought into the Territories. Of course the parties tried to get the permits 
afterwards in order to protect themselves, 

38560. They wished you to accept the permit which was issued after the liquor had 


_. been seized and so let them free ?— Yes. 


fa 


38561. Which you very properly refused to do!—Yes, certainly. 

38562. They would still retain the permits themselves !—Yes, and they would bring 
in more liquor under them afterwards. 

38563. In cases of permits being issued over your report, when in fact you had 
reported against them, had you any knowledge as to what other recommendations had 
been made that led to your report being overridden !—In some cases I have known the 
representative of the district making recommendation. At one period it was necessary 
that all permits should be recommended by members of the Assembly for the district in 
which the applicant resided. 

38564. On that ground the Governor issued permits on the recommendation of 
the representatives, and in fact he acted entirely on those recommendations t— Yes. 

38565. I suppose there were many cases in which your reports were acted on !— 
Certainly. . 

38566. And liquor permits were refused !—Yes. In many cases permits were 


refused on my advice—a great many were so refused. ‘ 
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by Rev. Dr, MeLeod : 


38567. In cases in which permits were issued over your reports had you still reason 
to think that they should not have been issued !—TI had. 

38568. Would that be in cases of men who had been selling liquor ’—Men who had 
been selling, and men who I knew were whisky traders. 

38569. In those cases or in some of them your report was overridden and permits 
were granted /—-Yes. 

38570. How many sellers are there under license here !—One wholesale and three 
retail in the winter when the Canadian Pacific Railway hotel is not opened, four when 
it 18S open. 

38571. Are there no other sellers outside those !—No. 

38572. In some places in the Territories we have obtained evidence of this kind : 
That police constables were rather subjected sometimes to severe temptations in the way 
of bribes or tips, and as they were men on comparatively small salaries they were open to 
temptation. Was that the case in your district in any degree ?—I have known of bribes 
being offered to my men. In fact I was offered a bribe. I was offered $500 in my hand 
if J would allow a man to bring in some liquor. 

38573. You refused it with scorn, I suppose /—TI did. 


38574. Had you reason to believe that your men—and they are ordinary men—_ 


were open to temptation in any case’—I believe so ; I have never known, however, 
personally anything of the sort to occur. 


GEORGE A. STEWART, of Banff, Superintendent of the Rocky Mountain Park, 


on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald : 


38575. You are Superintendent of the Rocky Mountain Park, I believe 1—Yes. 

38576. You are appointed by the Dominion Government /— Yes. 

38577. You are under the Department of the Interior ?— Yes. 

38578. How long have you lived in the Territories /—For 12 years. 

38579. How long have you lived at Banff!—Nearly 7 years. I came here in the 
winter of 1885-86. 

38580. Where did you live before that !/—At Winnipeg. 

38581. Did you come here from one of the other provinces !—From Toronto, Onta- 
rio. Latterly from Port Hope. 

38582. What are your duties and what are your powers /-—My duties in the early 


stage of the Park were to make a topographical survey. I was appointed Superintendent 


six months afterwards, or perhaps a year afterwards. 

38583, Are you an engineer and land surveyor ?—I am a Civil Engineer and 
Land Surveyor. The object ‘of the Government in sending me here was to make a topo- 
graphical survey, and nothing was then spoken about my being appointed Superintendent. 
But the Minister of the Interior visited here in 1886 and spoke to me about taking 
charge of the work, and I have been carrying on the work until now. 

38584, What is the extent of the Park ?—260 square miles, 26 by 10 miles. 

38585. Have you any jurisdiction as a Magistrate /—I am a Justice of the Peace. 
Before there was an Inspector here I had all the work and looked after different. 
matters. 

38586. Since you have been here, and before Ist May last when the new license 
law came into force, had you reason to believe that liquor was brought in illicitly to 
any extent /—Yes. 

38587. From what section of the country /—From different directions, both east 
and west. 
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38588. What you call smuggling !/—Yes. 

38589. Were you called upon officially to deal with such matters 1—Yes. 

38590. On parties being brought before you for illicit traffic you deal with them, I 
suppose !/— Yes. 

38591. What kinds of liquor were brought in mostly ?— Whisky. 

38592. Did you hear in what ways it was brought in?—Yes. I had a couple of 
policemen here to assist me. There was a good deal of rowdyism here when I first 
came. During the winter of ’86 there were many disreputable character here who had 
followed the construction of the railway. After the railway was completed the commu- 
nity settled down and many of them lived in tents. About that time several serious 
rows took place, and the importance of this whole subject was brought to my attention 
in May, 1886. A shooting affair then took place. After gambling all night one man 
chased another all day though the woods trying to shoot him. Of course I had power 
to act, and I telegraphed to Ottawa to employ two policemen and two men were sent 
me within the next few days. Thenat the Minister’s request I was sworn in as a Jus- 
tice of the Peace so that I might have some authority as a Magistrate, and have so 
acted since. 

38593. Were those disorderly people brought before you and fined !—I gave them 
the full benefit of the law ; at that time there was no appeal business in force. They had 
to pay the fine or go to jail. 

38594. Was there a large amount of money collected in fines ?— Yes, 

38595. Did the illicit traffic to which you have referred continue ?— Yes, new 
people went into the business. 

38596. In those days you think that liquor came in from both the east and the 
west ?—Yes, I think it came in from all directions. 

38597. What was the state of things after an Inspector arrivedhere !—The matters 
were handed qver to him. Of course I had a great many other duties to carry out. 

38598. As an official I suppose he has attended to those matters ever since ?— Yes. 

38599. Since Ist May you have had a license law in force in the North-west 
Territories !— Yes, the Ordinance came into force about that time. 

- 38600. Taking the state of affairs under the prohibitory enactment, so-called, and 
the state of affairs under the license law, which do you consider to be preferable /—At 
the time the permit system was in vogue I was thoroughly disgusted with it, and I was 
very much inclined to think that a good license law would be infinitely preferable ; but 
I must say that since the license law came into force I think the state of affairs has 
been worse. It is a good law, although it is not applicable to our park, which is con- 
trolled by special provisions, but I must say that the license law is not attempted to be 
carried out. 

38601. Nobody is here to do it, I suppose ?—We have no Inspector of licenses here ; 
when matters are brought to the attention of the Inspector action is taken. He lives 
at Calgary, which is nearly 100 miles from here. 

38602. So unless there is a resident Inspector here the people do what they please 
most of the time ?—That is pretty much the way at present. 

38603. Taking a license law with its different provisions carried out, do you think 
it would be preferable to the old system ?—I do not think a license law is good for the 
park. In this respect I think the park is different from any other part of the Terri- 
tories. Here of course the great object was to make provision for travellers and tour- 
ists in our hotels, to afford them proper accommodation and at the same time do away 
with liquor. In the North-west license law the conditions are just reversed. There is 
no provision needed for travellers although there are ample provisions for selling liquor, 
I repeat that this Park is different from any other part of the country. 

38604. What law is in force with regard to this Park ?—I think the plan is that 
contained in our Park Regulations. Clause 19 refers to liquor as follows :— 


‘* No bar-room or saloon shall be permitted within the Park. 

“ The following restrictions on the sale of intoxicating liquors in the Park shall be imposed and 
enforced, in addition to the restrictions imposed by the North-west Territories Act :— ; 

‘* The sale of intoxicating liquors, even under the special permission granted under section 92 of 
the said Act, is strictly prohibited, except in hotels, and there it shall only be allowed to hotel guests 


for table use. Nor shall any person, after obtaining such special permission, sell, exchange, trade or 
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barter, or have in his possession, within the Park, even for hotel use under this regulation, any 
intoxicating liquor, until his special permission issued under section 92 of the said North-west Terri- 
tories Act has been countersigned by the Minister of the Interior or his deputy, for which counter- 
signing a fee of $50 shall be charged in each case ; but no permit for a hotel shall be so countersigned 
unless such hotel shall have at least twenty bedrooms of a size and to be furnished in a manner satis- 
factory to the Superintendent. 

- «°Tf at any time during the continuance of the permit the Superintendent reports that the accom- 
modation hereinbefore specified is not maintained, or if it is proved to the satisfaction of the Minister 
of the Interior that the hotel is not being conducted in an orderly and proper manner, the permit 
may be revoked and cancelled by the Minister of the Interior, and the permittee shall have no claim 
to have repaid to him any portion of the fee paid for countersigning such permit.” 


38605. Do you think those are good regulations for the Park ?—Yes. Of course 
there might be improvements in them, but those are the regulations we had. 

38606. You think those regulations are better than the license law, I suppose !— 
Yes, of course they might not be applicable to the Territories as a whole, but I,am now 
speaking of the Rocky Mountain Park. 

38607. Have you reason to believe that there was much sale going on in Banff before 
the license law came into operation /—Yes. 

38608. Was there sale in many places going on ?—Before that time there were 
quite a number of places on the quiet. 

38609. Are you ina position to say how many there were /—No, my attention 
was confined to the Park : other persons will no doubt be able to tell you. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


386]0. You spoke about the Park being under a different law. Do we understand 
that the North-west prohibitory law did not apply to the Park, or was there a different 
law about the Park ?—It applied to the Park ; our instructions were to apply the permit 
system to the Park and to see that our own regulations were carried out. That was 
in July, 1890. Before that we had nothing but the North-west Ordinance to work with. 


By Judge McDonald : 


38611. Then this is in addition to the North-west Ordinance /—Yes. We have 
power in the regulations to adopt any North-west Ordinance which the regulations do 
not cover. 


By Rew. Dr. McLeod : : 


38612. Then this is an addition to the North-west Act /—Yes.. 

38613. When the North-west Act of prohibition or permission was repealed and 
the license law came into force, were those regulations respecting the Park repealed 1— 
No. My private opinion is that the Ordinance had no reference to the Park at all. 

38614. You think the Park was under the control of the Department entirely !— 
We have a special Act of the Dominion Parliament dealing with the Park, and these 
are regulations based on the powers granted by that Act of Parliament. I never did 
understand, and I do not understand now, why the North-west Ordinance was applied 
to the Park. It is an Ordinance in that event overriding the Dominion Act. No two 
persons agree in regard to the interpretation of it, and the whole position is now before’ 
the Judges. 

38615. Then it is still an unsettled question ?—Yes. 

38616, Take regulation 19: was it carried out in the Park ?—We attempted to 
carry it out, but we were stopped doing so. 

38617. That is to say that these Regulations, which we are told were approved by 
the Governor General on the 30th June, 1890, were attempted to be enforced and were 
prevented from being enforced by the Department of the Interior ?—Yes. We had a 
number of persons summoned, but the cases were stopped. ; 

38618. Were reasons given ?—Never to this day. 

38619. You simply had to stop ?—Yes. ; } 

38620, Were the regulations permitted to be violated ?—Our hands were tied an: 
we were unable to do anything more. We received orders nine months afterwards to 
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go on with the regulations. We went on and all the cases were appealed and are now 
beford the Judges. So we are tied again. 

38621. Were permits issued very freely to persons residing within the limits of the 
Park !—Yes, too freely. 

38622. Were permits issued to persons who sold !—Yes, I think persons obtained 
permits and sold liquor. 

38623. Do you mean that they had permits to sell 7—At least they tried to do so. 
IT heard of persons selling liquor under permit. 

38624. Do you think that the persons who obtained liquor for medicinal purposes 
sold it ‘—I think so, although. no case was brought before me. I was not acting as 
Magistrate at that time, but I heard those reports casually. 

38625. Do you think that the regulations could be enforced if they were not inter- 
fered with ?—Yes. 

38626. Would their enforcement be beneficial to the Park ?—-Yes. 

38627. During the time you have been here have you had many men employed in 
connection with the Park ’—During the first year we had from 75 to 100 men and have 
gradually decreased, until last year there were only 10 or 12. 

38628. During that year when a larger number were being employed, were they 
affected by the liquor brought in ?—During the early part they were not ; after the four 
per cent arrangement there was quite a lot of drunkenness according to the number of 
men employed. 

38629. A good deal of illicit sale went on before the adoption of the license law, TI 
suppose /— Yes. 

38630. You have observed what has been going on for some years ; do you believe 
that there is more or less liquor sold now than then !—I think there is more. 

38631. Do you form that opinion from the effects of drinking seen, or do you think 
there is really more liquor sold !—Yes, I think there is more liquor sold. 

38632. Were you here during the railway construction time?—No, I was in 
Winnipeg. 

38633. Did you notice, during the construction period, whether prohibition had a 
good effect or not !—I do not know from my own knowledge as I was not along the line, 
but I heard it stated that during that time there was less drinking and drunkenness and 
that was the reason why the country was almost free from crime. I heard that from 
persons who were connected with the railway. 

38634. Do you believe that the indiscriminate issue of permits caused the prohibi- 
tion system to be less beneficial than it otherwise would have been !—I think that is one 
great reason why the law could not be carried out—it was not properly administered 
and so crime prevailed. I do not think it is a fair criterion by which to judge of the 
way we were situated here undeg the permit system. I do not think any isolated place 
can be taken as an example. 

38635. Have you any opinion as to the desirability of having prohibition for the 
country at large ; do you consider such a law is desirable?—I am not a prohibition 
man personally ; I never took a drop of liquor in my life, but I do not believe in hinder- 
ing a person making proper use of it if he chooses. It is very well in theory, but I do 
not believe a prohibitory law can be carried out. 

38636. Do you believe the license law can be carried out /—Yes, certainly if the 
proper means are taken to do so. 

’ 38637. Have you noticed whether the law is carried out }—I do not know that the 
license law has ever been carried out. 

38638. Do you believe that persons holding licenses should be allowed to sell dur- 
ing the present prohibited hours and whenever they like !—I think they do that now. 

38639. So that is a case in which a license law does not regulate !—The law prohibits 
that, but there are means found to break it. 

38640. Was not the prohibitory law intended to prohibit the sale, and were not 
means found to break it?—Yes. Under the old prohibitory law if liquor was found in 
a man’s possession you could punish him ; now of course you cannot do it. sy ea 

38641. You have lived in Ontario, I understand, and you now live in the Territories 


and are Superintendent of the Rocky Mountain Park here. During the years you have 
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been here have you observed what effect the liquor traffic has had on the business interests - 


and social conditions, and on the moral interests of the community, whether it has been 
good or bad ?—It has had a bad influence. 


By Judge McDonald : 


38642. I understood you to say that you did not know to what extent liquor was 
smuggled ?—No, I only knew about the cases that were brought before me. I have 
known of liquor being sent in my name here, which I knew nothing about. 


DAVID WHITE, of Banff, section foreman on the Canadian Pacific Railway, on 
being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


38643. How long have you been in Banff ?—Three years. 

38644, Where did you live before that /—The year before that, I was in British 
Columbia. 

38645. At what place ?—At Otter Tail, the first station west of Field. 

38646. Do you know anything about the smuggling that went on from British 
Columbia to here ?—Yes, I saw a little of it. 

38647. What did you see?—I saw it carried on in one way and the other. 

38648. What methods were employed /—Railway trains were employed and it was 
taken in packages and in other ways. 

38649. What other ways?—On the cars. In the sleeping cars, on the smoking 
cars and the general passenger trains and on the freight trains as ordinary freight. 

38650. How would it be put off the cars ?— They threw it off the cars at Banff and 

west of Banff, and they took it down the river on rafts when possible. 

38651. Then I suppose they had people generally ready to receive it —Yes, they 
were generally waiting for it. 


38652. How was it consigned ?—Generally to other parties and sometimes to them-. 


selves. 

38653. You say that sometimes the packages were addressed to other parties and 
sometimes to themselves. I suppose those parties would have no knowledge of the fact ? 
—Some parties would not. I knew a case at Banff where a section than like myself 
found a package addressed to him, of which he had no knowledge whatever. 

38654. I suppose that package would never have reached him?—No. There was 
always a party waiting for it who knew it was coming. 

38655. That was the shipping point in the west for liquor ?—Yes. I understood it 
was Donald and Golden and also Field, but Donald was the chief point. 

38656. What kind of liquor was sent ?—Alcoholic liquor, so far as I understand. 
I do not know the taste of liquor. 

38657. Are you a total abstainer ?—Yes. 

38658. Are you in favour of prohibition, on principle ?—Yes. 

38659. Do you look upon the licensing of the traffic as wrong in principle !—Yes. 

38660. Do you think it is a sin to license the traffic ?—Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


38661. You spoke about smuggling being carried on through the railway: Do you 
think that the company were in collusion with the smugglers !—I think in a great many 
cases the railway employees, are, or at all events they were tipped for preventing the 
smugglers being caught. In other cases, of course, they have no control over the 
smuggling. 

38662. Have you charge of a number of men on your section ?—Yes. Seven miles 
is the length of my section. 

GEORGE A. STEWART. 
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38663. Have you noticed the effect of the liquor trade and habit in making men 
good or bad employees !—Yes, I have noticed the effect. I have also noticed its influence 
on labouring men during 10 or 12 years’ experience in the United States, and I have 
always noticed that drinking habits cause trouble one way or another with labouring men. 

38664. Before the license law came into force did you find that the men could 
easily obtain liquor if they wanted it !—I understood they could. 

38665. What are the rules of the Canadian Pacific Railway in regard to drinking 
men !—The company prohibit it generally—drinking I mean. 

38666. In case of section men, what are the rules of the company !—To abstain. 

38667. If a man was found to be a drinking man, what would be the result ?— 
Discharge at once. 

38668. What does the Canadian Pacific Railway mean by drinking men ?—Any 
habitual drinker of liquor, they have no use for him and discharge him. 

38669. Suppose you used liquor regularly every day and took what is called an 
“Ceye-opener”” in the morning and a “pick-me-up” and a little later on at meal time 
took some more, would the Canadian Pacific Railway object to such a man?—In some 
cases the men do it secretly and the company knows nothing about it. 

38670. If the company knew about it, such a man would have to go, I suppose ?— 
Yes, under the present management of the road. 

38671. Who is superintendent ?—Wm. Whyte, of the western division, and Mr. C. 
W. Spencer, of the eastern divison. 

38672. Have you observed generally the effect on the labouring men of the drink 
habit and trafiic : is it a detriment to them ?— Yes, it is detrimental to them, it weakens 
their ability to do their work. 

38673. Are you connected with any labour organization ?— Yes. 

38674. What is the blue-book you have in your hand now !—lIt is a report of a 
man who gave his evidence in New Brunswick before the Labour Commission. 

38675. Is there any part from which you want to quote !—I wanted to quote from 
page 217. 

38676. From whose testimony /—From the evidence of 8S. 8. Patterson, accountant 
of the Dominion Savings Bank. 

Q. Can you give us any idea what is the proportion of the people who deposit their surplus earn 
ings in the savings bank? A. The people who come regularly to the savings bank are those that we 
eall working people—mechanics, or farmers and their families, and also some mariners. I think 
three-fourths of our customers are among that class of people, for we do not encourage depositors 


from any other class. 

Q. Do they deposit frequently? Yes; we have a great many depositors who come regularly 
once a week. We look for them, at all events, once a month, and it we find they are not depositing 
we know there is something going wrong with them—some sickness or trouble of that kind. 


By the CHAIRMAN : 
Q. What is the lowest deposit you take? A. One dollar. 


By Mr. CLARKE: 

Q. What is the limit of deposit? A. Do you mean for a year? 

Q. Yes? A. Three hundred dollars. My, wi 

(J). Have many mechanics reached that limit? A. Yes; a great many. The total limit is $1,000, 
and a great many mechanics and labouring people have reached it. 

Q. In what time did they reach the $1,000 limit? A. There are a great many who reached it 
before the new regulations of $300 deposit in one year came in force, and who since have put in money 
for their children. A great many people have adopted that plan. They have put in the full limit 
for themselves and now they are at work filling up an account for their children, and in this way lay- 
ing by money. In that way they evade the law. ; ; ne ; . 

@. Do many of that class of depositors frequently withdraw their deposits? A. Yes; in the 
spring of the year. We will, during this month and the next, perhaps, pay out quite a large amount 
of money to some of those people, who will want to buy a house for themselves, for just now build- 
ing lots and houses are cheap, and some of those people will want to buy a piece of land. I know we 
are paying out a great deal of money for that purpose—for buying lots in this city. 


By the CHarRMAN : 
Q. Do they buy vacant lots? A. Building lots 
By Mr. FREED: 
Q. Are these sums paid out to mechanics or labouring people? A. To the customers I spoke of, 
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By Mr. Carson : 

q). Asa rule, do you ask those people what their occupation is? A. We have to ask them that 

when they first deposit, so as to get their names on the book. 
By Mr. McLean: 

(). How long does it take a mechanic to save $1,000%_ A. That depends upon business ; some 
mechanics can save a great deal more money than others. If a man is steady at work and his family 
are earning, provided they are total abstainers, they can save $1,000 in St. John in three years. 

Q. How many of a family would he have? A. Himself with a boy and a girl earning. 

(). How long would it take an individual mechanic by himself to earn $1,000? A. I know me- 
chanics who live better than I do, whose houses are better furnished than mine, and who have all the 
comforts and conveniences that a great many professional men have not. They have money in the 
savings bank ; they have but little or nothing in their houses, but they put all their money in the 
savings bank. This they do so as to be able to get it when they want it, and, until that time comes, 
the money remains there. This they would sooner do than invest in real estate. 


By Mr. CLARKE : 
Q. You think that that man would prefer to invest his money in that way instead of in real 
estate? A. I think so. 
Q. Do they think that Ne ie they are moving around they can take their bank book with them 
easier than a house? A. Yes. 


By the CHATRMAN : ° 


Q. What is the average expense of a mechanic who is not a total abstainer? A. The ordinary 
man, who if a moderate drinker—I mean a man who drinks a little but does not get drunk—will find 
it costs him $1 a week for his liquor ; thatis $52 a year. He will admit that, but the unfortunate 
part of the case is that if the husband is fond of liquor his wife gets fond of it too, and the chances 
are that the children, will soon follow thein ; if a man drink socially and respectably he is liable to 
drink too much and his children are likely to drink too, and in a very little while there is trouble in 
the family. I am intimately acquainted with some of those people and I often go to see them. 


By Judge McDonald : 


38677. How much further in his testimony do you want to quote?—I want to read 
the following :— 


By Mr. CLARKE: 

(). Do those people who deposit in the savings bank have any difficulty in getting other invest- 
ments for their money if they choose? A. They are not the kind of people that like to make invest- 
ments, for they have not got confidence in them. I direct their attention sometimes to corporation 
and provincial bonds, and tell them that they had better make arrangements to get some of them ; but 
not many of them take my advice. 

By the CHATRMAN : 

(J. What interest do you pay’? <A. Four per cent. 

By Mr. CLARKE : 

Q. How long is it since the new arrangements were introduced? <A. July, 1887. 

Q. How do these people who have deposits in the savings bank look upon their investment ; do 
they think it secure? A. They do ; they have thorough confidence in it. 

Q. Do you have deposits in the savings bank from people who reside in other countries? A. Yes; 
we have deposits from the United States. 

Q. Would that be people who have lived here and have gone away? A. Yes; and they keep 
sending their money to us all the time. 

By Mr. Carson : 

Q. Are their families here? A. They are single men who have fathers, mothers, brothers and 

sisters living here, and they keep up their connections. 
By the CHATRMAN : 
(). Do these people hope to come back? A. They intend to come back. 


38677a. Did you call the attention of the authorities to the smuggling that was 
going on !—No, not very often ; I notified them, however. 

38678. Did you not consider it your duty to call the attention of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway authorities to the use made of their cars?—Other people generally 
knew it. 

38679. Did you consider it your duty to call the attention of the company to it?— 
No, I did not. 

38680. Did youfever call attention to it ?—In one instance I did. 
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38681. What was done then !—They notified the police and told them to be more: 
careful in searching the cars. 

38682. All this went on until the one case you have mentioned occurred !— Yes. 

38683. Did you notify the police /—Yes, I tried to assist them. 

38684. Still you found it impossible to stop the practice ?—Yes. 

38685. Do I understand you to say that when a man partakes of intoxicating liquor 
to any extent whatever, even though most moderately, the Canadian Pacific Railway 
Company would dismiss him ?—So far as the rules go that is the instruction—if they 
are known to do so. 

38686. Suppose a man takes a glass of ale at his dinner every day would that be 
ground for dismissal from the Canadian Pacific Railway ?—It would, according to the 
new Superintendent. . 

38687. Must the employees on the Canadian Pacific Railway be total abstainers ? 
—Total abstainers get preference in all cases. 

38688. From your own knowledge are all the employees on the Canadian Pacific 
Railway total abstainers !—No, they are not. 

38689. Are a proportion of then not abstainers /—Yes, a very large proportion of 
them are not. 

38690. How did you come to bring this blue-book with you ?’—I had this part of 
the evidence looked up. 

38691. How did you come to bring this Government blue-book with you ?—I brought 
it to draw attention to that evidence. 

38692. Do you consider it gives your own views /— Yes. 

38693. And you brought it in order that the Commission might have that informa- 
tion 1— Yes. 

38694, Does that evidence commend itself to you !—I approve of it. 

38695. It gives suppositious cases of aman spending $1 a week on beverages and 
another man $1 on going to the theatre and another that much on horses and another 
$1 a week at the shooting—are not those men spending their money on what they 
please, and is it not their right to spend their own money on what they please /—But 
there is only one thing that demoralizes, that is the drink. 

38696. You think $1 a week spent in that way demoralizes /—Yes. 

38697. Do you not know hundreds of men who use the beverage in moderation !—It 
may lead to immoderate habits. 

38698. Do you not know hundreds of law-abiding citizens who use them in modera- 
tion /—Yes. 

38699. If those people choose to spend $1 a week on those beverages and you 
deem them good citizens, where is the demoralization in that case? Or do you think that, 
as a matter of principle, it is wrong for a man to take intoxicating beverages at all ?—I 
think it is wrong. 

38700. Then it is wrong not only to license to sell, but it is wrong fora man to 
take intoxicating beverages /— Yes. 

38701. It is on that view you found your opinion ?—Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


38702. Do you think, from your observation, that drinking in moderation tends to- 
excessive drinking /—Yes. 

38703. Do you know another business of the same character as the liquor business ? 
—WNo. 

38704. Do you know any other business that has to be restricted and limited as is 
the liquor business /—No. 

38705. Do you know any other business that has the same injurious effects on 
family life, public morals and the business interests of a community as has the liquor 
business ?— No. 

38706. Do you think the liquor trade might be fairly well prohibited if there were 
competent and honest officials ?—Yes, that would go a long way towards removing the 
traffic. Of course such a law would be broken like other laws, but I believe it would be 
a good law if it was carried out fairly well. 
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By Judge McDonald : b 


38707. Is any man questioned, when he enters the employment of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway, as to whether or not he is a total abstainer ’—Not very often. 

38708. Then it is not a test of employment to be a total abstainer ?—Not until 
they get higher up. 

38709. What do you mean by higher up ?—I mean as they get up. 

38710. You mean that if a man becomes General Manager he must be a total abstai- 
ner !—They will be when the company lays down laws to that effect. 

38711. When they get higher positions the company is more strict, I suppose !— 
Yes, there is more responsibility on them. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


38712. Have you to sign an agreement when you enter the employment of the com- 
pany /—No. 
38713. Do you know whether some have to do so !—I could not say. 


THOMAS CONNORS, of Banff, wholesale liquor merchant, on being duly sworn, 
deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald: 


38714. How long have you resided in Banff?—Six years. 

38715. How long have you resided in the Territories /—The same time. 

38716. Did you come here from one of the other provinces !—From Ontario. 

38717. What part /—Cobourg. 

38718. You saw the working of the prohibitory system here before lst May last 
when the license system came into force, and you have seen the working of the license 
system since, I suppose !—Yes. 

38719. Which do you consider preferable !—The license law. 

38720. Was there much smuggling of liquor before lst May last !—That was the 
only way in which it could be brought into the country. 

38721. Was there much liquor brought in ?—Yes, quite a lot. 

38722. From which direction !—From both east and west. 

38723. Were there many places where illicit trade was carried on here /—There 
were eighteen at one time, to my knowledge. 

38724. Do you mean places where liquor was sold by the glass /—Yes. 

38725. What was the character of the liquor sold ?— All kinds, brandy, gin and ruin. 

38726. Some was good and some bad, I suppose ?— Yes. 

38727. How many places are there here now selling liquor ?—There are four, three 
retail and one wholesale. 

38728. We understand there is another place here, the Canadian Pacific Railway 
hotel ?—Yes. 

38729. So of licenses, there are four retail and one wholesale?—Yes. That is in 
the summer. 

38730. So far as you can speak is the license law well carried out /—Yes, I think 
it is carried out as well as a liquor law can be carried out. 

38731. We are told that the Inspector of Licenses lives quite a distance away /— 
Yes, he lives at Calgary. He comes here occasionally. 

38732. When he does come, does he appear to be desirous of doing his duty /— 
‘Certainly ; if any complaints are made it is of course his duty to look after them. 

38733. Did you find that under the old law the North-west Mounted Police 
tried to do their duty ?— Yes. 

38734, From your experience do you think a prohibitory law could be carried out 
in the Territories /— No, 
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38735. Do you think such a law would be impracticable ?—I think so. I do not 
know of any additional means that could be adopted to prevent liquor coming into the 
country. 

38736. Do you know in what shape liquor was brought in in the old days, was it 
in kegs, casks, &e. ?—In barrels, and it was also shipped in as four per cent beer and also 
as ginger ale and soda water and it was placed in the middle of packages of merchandise 
and in crates of cabbages. 

38737. Do you know anything about the use of other compounds than liquor for 
beverage purposes, | mean pain-killer and compounds of that kind ?—I have seen it 
used. ; 

38738. What have you seen used ?—Pain-killer, red ink, Campbell’s Cathartic 
Compound, Jamaica ginger and other such mixtures. 

38739. Are there any suggestions you can offer to the Commission in regard to the 
liquor law with a view to making it more workable ?—TI think it is a very good law as 
it 1s now. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


38740. You were here, I suppose, before the license law went into operation /—Yes. 

38741. What business did you follow ?—I kept hotel. 

38742. Were you a liquor seller then !—Yes, I sold liquor. 

38743. Did you sell it openly ?—I do not consider I did. 

38744. Were you ever convicted ?—Yes. 

38745. Did you have anything to do with the smuggling that went on ?’—I had to 
smuggle some-in order to get liquor in here. 

38746. You think license is preferable to prohibition ?— Yes. 

38747. You say there were eighteen places selling illicitly here before the license 
law came into operation /—Yes, at one time. 

38748. Was it open sale ?—I do not know that everybody could get it, but everybody 
well known could always get it. 

38749. Have you a retail license now !/—No. 

38750, What is the smallest quantity you are allowed to sell /—One bottle. 

38751. Do you ever sell less?—No, not particularly, I give lots away for I am 
not prevented from giving a man drink. 

38752. I think you said that the license law is properly carried out t—I do not 
see how it could be carried any better. 

38753. Other witnesses have declared that it is not carried out !—Perhaps they do 
not know about it. 

38754. What hours have you to close !—Hotels at 10 o’clock and Saturday nights at 
7 and the wholesale places are allowed to keep open until 10.30. 

38755. Do all the places close up on Sunday /—Yes, so far as I know. 

38756. Do you believe sale takes place after prohibited hours and on Sundays ?—I 
dare say if a stranger wished to have lquor he could get it. 

38757. But do you believe that there are no sales during prohibited hours ?—There 
may be some after 10 o’clock at night. 

38758. But you think the license law is well carried out—as well as it can be !—Yes. 

38759. By that do you mean that no law can be well carried out ?—I think we 
overstep the mark once or twice. 

38760. Why is that ?—I could not say. If aman came to me on Sunday and said 
that he was sick and wanted a bottle of brandy, I would give it to him, 

38761. And what would you do if he was not sick ?—I would not give it to him. 

38762. Would it be because such an act would be against the law !—I would rather 
not carry on business on Sunday at all events. 

38763. I men at other times during prohibited hours, would you refuse to sell 
because it was against the law ?—I would be afraid. 

38764. Why ?—Because I could be fined. 

38765. Do you think the licensees generally are prevented from selling during 
prohibited hours because they are afraid of being fined /—Yes, and because the license 
authorities might hear of it next year if complaints were made. 
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38766. So it is not out of regard for the law, but for fear of being punished that 
prevents sale during prohibited hours ?—It is both, IT think. 

38767. You thinks prohibition is impracticable : why ’—Because the people would 
get liquor into the country by some means. If there was such a law in force there would 
be no difficulty in getting liquor from Manitoba and from the east or west, as was done 
before. 

38768. You mean that the people would bring it in in violation of the law ?— Yes. 
100 gallons came from Montana to 1 gallon from British Columbia, Manitoba or 
Ontario. , 

38769. It was all smuggled, of course !—Yes. 

38770. You think it would be impracticable to carry out prohibition because there 
would be illicit importation and sale !—Yes. 

38771. Do you think the enforcement of the license law is impracticable, because 
men will sell during prohibited hours and on Sunday, and to drunken men and to 
minors !—There is not so much danger when a house is under license. 


38772. Is that because there are only a few of them here?—There is not so much 


drinking on Sunday now as there was before. 

38773. Was it very difficult to get liquor before the license law came into force 1— 
Sometimes it was pretty hard to get in. 

38774. Why ?—You would have to dodge the police, and sometimes it was easier to 
do so than at other times. 

38775. Were the police sometimes more vigilant than at other times ?—No, but 
they were not always at the same place. 

38776. You had to watch the police and see where they were ?— Yes. 

38777. I suppose you would have to find out new fords and caches !—Yes. 

38778. Will you tell me why the man used Campbell’s Cathartic, for that is said to 
be a purgative !—So they say. 

38779. Then why did he use it ?—I never used any of those things myself. 

38780. Why did he use that cathartic !—There was supposed to be liquor in it. 

38781. And you say they used red ink !—Yes. 

38782. And different compounds containing liquor /—Yes. 

38783. Anything in a bottle !—Yes. 

38784, Can you tell me why the men used those things?’—It must have been 
because there was some strength in them. 

38785, That was when there was no drink obtainable, I suppose ?—I have seen the 
time when there was no whisky in the town. 

38786. If it is possible to prohibit it at one time is it not possible to do so at other 
times /—The police might be all around the place at one time, and it would be impossible 
to bring it in. . 

38787. Did you ever know a man who had not formerly been in the habit of using 
alcoholic liquors and who had not acquired a taste for it, who would use red ink or the 
contents of hand grenades, pain-killer and compounds of that kind ?—It seemed to take 
the place of whisky for the time. 

38788, Was it because the men were in the habit of drinking whisky and desired a 
stimulant and resorted to such things !—I suppose so. 

38789. Did you ever see any boy drinking them ?—TI never saw any boy drinking 
in this country, that is boys between 12 and 14 years. 

38790. What about boys of 18?—I dare say I have seen boys of that age drinking 
liquor. 

38791. Is it a fact that those liquors of which you have spoken were drank ?—Yes. 
And there was another called Excelsior. I have seen lots of that drunk. 

38792. Are we to understand that men used those compounds simply because they 
had the habit of drinking alcoholic liquids and they must have something and when 
they could not get whisky they would get those liquids !—I take it in that way. 

38793. You spoke about the four per cent beer arrangement. Did you sell beer at 
any time ?—Yes, we had a regular license. 

38794. Did you sell anything else when you sold four per cent beer ?—Yes. 

THOMAS CONNORS. 
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38795. Whisky and brandy !—Yes, everything. 

38796. That was illicit sale, of course ?—Yes. 

38797. You think prohibition cannot be enforced ?—I think not. 

38798. Did you ever see permits issued for bringing in spirituous liquors ?—Yes. 

38799. Did you have a permit for spirituous liquor /—Yes. 

38800. Did you have permits often ?—I suppose I have had half a dozen ora dozen 
altogether. 

38801. For what quantity each /—From 2 to 10 gallons. 

38802. Did the Governor know that you were going to sell the liquor ?—I never 
told him. é 

38803. Did you apply for liquor for medicinal and domestic purposes ?— Yes. 

38804. Then you afterwards sold the liquor ?—Of course I could not get liquor in 
without a permit, unless it was smuggled. 

38805. For what purpose did you get the permit /—It served to cover the liquor. 

38806. Did it cover up smuggled liquor?—It would cover a similar quantity of 
liquor. \ 

38807. You kept the stubb and it served to keep you safe !— Yes. 

38808. It prevented detection?—Yes. If they searched they would find the liquor 
covered by permit. 

38809. Is your objection to prohibition based on the ground that it is impracticable, 
or is it on principle /—I would as soon have prohibition as license. 

38810. Why !—It does not make any difference to me. 

38811. Do you mean that you could carry on the trade illicitly or legally ?—They 
drank more formerly than they do now. The higher the price the more the people want 
to get it. 

38812. Do you sell less under license than you did before ?—I am sure of it. What 
I mean is that there is less liquor drunk in Banff under license than there was before ; ot 
course I sell wholesale, and I would naturally sell a little more. 

38813. Do you think prohibition interferes with men’s liberties ?—I do. I do not 
think a man who wishes to drink moderately should be deprived of it because another 
man does not wish to obtain it. 

38814. What is a moderate drinker?’—One who takes 2 or 3 drinks a day ora 
bottle of beer a day. 

38815. Or how many more !—10 or 12 would be too many a day. 

38816. Of beer ?—Four or five drinks throughout the day would not hurt any one. 

38817. Is it a wise expenditure do you think ?—If a man desires to enjoy himself 
and chooses to take a drink, he should have the privilege of doing so. Of course he could 
spend the money in other ways. 

38818. Then prohibition you think would interfere with the manner in which a 
man would spend his money ?-—Yes, that is the way I look at it. 

38819. So you can be put on record as opposed to prohibition on principle : is. that 
your position ?—Yes. 


By Judge McDonald : 


38820. How do men in the traffic come to overstep the mark in regard to selling 
during prohibited hours: is it owing to their desire to sell, or to the desire of people to 
obtain drink ?—It is owing to the desire of people to get drink. 

38821. Do I understand that you object to sell on Sunday because you object to 
carrying on business on Sunday !—Yes, I object to carrying on business on Sunday. 

38822. In regard to selling after prohibited hours on week days, you do not sell 
because the law forbids it !—Yes. 

38823. Apart from the law, would you think it any harm to sell in those hours /— 
If a man came in after hours it would not be out of the way to give him a drink so 
long as he was sober, but I think it would be out of the way to give him anything if 
he was the worse of liquor. 

38824. At any time I suppose ?—Yes, a man the worse for liquor is of no benefit 
to us. 
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38825. Do I narersrand that the permits were not of much good !—They were a 
handy thing to have in case there was search made. 

38826. So far as getting liquor into the country you think they were not needed ? 
—You could get liquor in without them. 

38827. But, having the liquor, you wanted them to protect the liquor from the 
officers /—Yes, you had to have them. The police were liable at any moment to come in 
and search your house and take the liquor if you had no permit to cover it. 


By kev. Dr. McLeod: 
38828. Did you sell.on Sunday before the license law came into force /—Yes, I 
dare say I did 


JAMES BRETT, of Banff, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald : 


38829. Where did you live before you came to Banff !—I lived formerly at Win- 
nipeg ; and originally I came from Walford. ; 

38830. You were visitingthere /—Yes, during three years ; I was here for a period 
ot 2 years and 10 months, previously. 

38831. When was that ?—I think I came in 1885-86. 

38832. And you remained 2 years and 10 months ?— Yes. 

38833. Do you know anything in regard to liquor being brought in during that 
time ?—Yes, I heard a good deal about it. 

38834. How was it brought in, in what kind of packages —I have seen it bought 
in in 2$ gallon kegs. 

38835. Are you a total abstainer ?—Yes. 

38836. Are you favourable to prohibition as a principle /—TI am, if it is properly 
carried out. - 

38837. Are you opposed to the licensing of the traffic ?— Yes, because I think it is 
a very injurious system in any country. 

38838. Do you think it is wrong to license the trade ?—Yes, I think it is wrong 
to license a man to work such evil as the liquor traftic works. 

38839. Do you consider it to be a sin to license the traftic?—Yes, because it is a 
sin to use the liquor. So we are told in the wordof God and, therefore, itis a sin to 
license those to sell it. 

38840. You think it is a sin to drink liquor ?—Yes, because there is a woe pro- 
nounced against those who put the bottle to their neighbour’s lips. 

38841. Have you observed, since you came here the last time, how the license 
system has worked /—Not particularly, although I think it is different to what the 
license system was in Ontario. 

38842. Is it better than that, or not so good ?—I understand that, the census shows 
that the population of this place is 100 and you have had evidence that there are five 
places here for selling liquor. Down in Ontario there would have to be as many hun- 
dreds before you could have more than one or two licenses. So I consider the system here 
is worse than it was there. 

38843. Did you notice how the old permit system worked ?—Yes. I think it was 
a very injurious system because it was not fairly carried out. If a man applied for 
a permit, no matter how large a quantity, he would get it ; they were not at all particular. 

38844. So there was not much prohibition about that system !—It was not prohi- 
bition at all. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


38845, So under the provisions of the old system you think that people could get. 
all the liquor they wanted!—Probably not all they wanted. If they had they would 
THOMAS CONNORS. 
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not have used so many decoctions purchased at drug stores. I have known druggists to 

mix alcohol in water and give it enough flavouring to satisfy people who wanted whisky. 
38846. What compounds do you know the people used other than we have heard 

mentioned to-day ?—They used pain-killer and everything that contained alcohol. 


By Judge McDonald : 


38847. How old are you ?—I am 73. 

38848. You have been an abstainer how many years !—36 years. I recollect I took 
a glass of liquor when I was sick, one prescribed by my son, Dr. Brett. 

38849. Then you never took it unless it was prescribed by a doctor !—I have never 
taken it except in such case. 


JOHN JAMES FERGUSON, of Banff, hardware merchant, on being duly 
' sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


38850. How long have you resided in Banff!—Five years. 

38851. Before that where did you reside ?—In Ontario. I lived in Toronto a few 
months, but my home was in Fergus, in the County of Wellington. I lived in Toro&to 
some months before coming here. 

38852. Do you know anything about the smuggling of liquor that took place there ? 
—TI have heard a good deal about it. 

38853. Have you any personal knowledge of it?—I cannot say I have any know- 
ledge personally. 

38854. Did you see intoxicating beverages yourself !—No. 

38855. Are you a total abstainer ?—Yes. 

38856. Are you favourable to prohibition as a principle !/—Yes. 

38857. Are you opposed to the licensing of the sale of liquors on principle /—Yes, 
I think it is wrong on principle to license. 

38858. Do you think it is a sin ?—I think it is wrong. 

38859. What do you think in regard to purchasing liquor as abeverage ; do you 
think that is wrong ?—It might not be a sin in some cases, but I think it isa mistake in 
other cases. 

38860. You would let a man’s individual conscience dictate as to whether it was 
wrong or not /—Yes. 

38861. In your case, you think it is wrong to take liquor as a beverage !— Yes. 

38862. Since Ist May last, we understand that there has been a license law in 
operation. Do you know how many places sold liquor before that time in Banff?—Per- 
haps three or four in addition to the houses now licensed. 


. By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


38863. Were the men now holding licenses engaged in the illicit trade before the 
license law was passed ?— Yes, I think so. 

38864. Have you noticed, as a merchant, the effect of the liquor trade on business 
generally, whether it is good or bad?—It is bad, because a man spends his money on 
liquor when he should pay his debts, and he is not able to meet his payments. 

38865. Comparing the state of things under license and previously, can you say 
under which there was the more drunkenness /—My own experience is that I saw more 
drunkenness before, at all events I came across it more. Drinking was more popular. 

38866. Do you think then there was an attempt made to break up the old law by 
showing how much it was violated ?—I do not know whether there was any organized 


-attempt—I do not think so. 
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38867. Since the license law came in, has there been I mean any movement by 
temperance societies to diminish the number of drinking men ?—Yes, a temperance 
organization was formed before the license law was passed. It has been very successful 
in “obtaining members, especially with men who were in the habit of drinking. 

38868. What is your opinion of prohibition in general as applied to the country 
at large ?—I think it right and desirable. 

38869. Do you think it is practicable ?/— Yes, if over the whole country. 

38870. In the event of a general prohibitory law being passed, would you deem it 
right that brewers and distillers should be compensated for their loss of plant and ina- 
chiner y No. 

38871. Nor to licensed dealers either, I suppose ?—I think not. 


By Judge McDonald ; 


38872. You have spoken of one of the advantages of prohibition being that men 
were ee able to obtain a supply of liquor legally 1—Yes. 

873. Have youever thought of the question of a man’s personal liberty, as to 
Se he has not a right to choose whether he will spend his money for beverage pur- 
poses or anything of that kind, or whether he will spend it for recreation or relaxation 
purposes, or whether he will put it into improvements in buildings /— Yes. 

38874. You say you have considered that question. Do you think it is for you or 
for him to decide as to the purpose to which he will devote his money /—The result of 
prohibition would be improvements in the right direction. 

38875. How do you know that men would spend their money for improvements 
and not on drink for beverage purposes !—I have the hope that they would do so. 

38876. You have spoken of the success of temperance Organizations. Have you 
found of late years that the temperance societies in the chur ches have been doing good 
work on behalf of temperance?—Yes. 

38877. Has not a change taken place in the social habits of the people !—There has 
been a change. 

38878. Do you not think that the religious bodies and temperance bodies, etc., 
working on those lines have brought about, or have helped to bring about, thosé changes / 
— Yes, ‘they have been working in that direction. 

38879. With a certain measure of success, I suppose /—Yes. 

38880. We have learned that in the Territories her e, comparatively recently, the 

Legislative body has passed a license law?— Yes. 


38881. I suppose it would not be out ot place to suppose that the members of’ 


that body would know pretty well the public sentiment in the Territories ?—Yes, I 
think the law is a fair indication of public sentiment. 

38882. Have you considered at all what total prohibition means, total prohibition 
so far as manufacture, importation and sale of alcoholic liquors for beverage purposes, in 
other words, that no person shall manufacture alcoholic liquors, even for his own use, or 
bring it in from any other country, or to keep it in his cellar. Is that the kind of prohi- 
bition you favour ?—Yes. 

38883. So that if a man on his own premises and for his own use and out of his own 
material made alcoholic liquors, you think he should be punished !— Yes, that would be 
right, that would be my idea. 

38884. Do you know of any country where such a law is in force !—I cannot say 
that I do. 

38885. Did you ever hear of any ?—I never made a sufficient study of the question. 

38886. We have been told during these inquiries that there is one such country — 
the Fiji Islands. Do you know it that is the case?—I do not know anything about it. 


JoHN JAMES FERGUSON. 
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ROBERT GEORGE BRETT, M. D., of Banff, on being duly sworn, deposed as 


ollows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


38887. You are a physician, I believe ?—Yes. 

38888. You are a member of the Legislative Assembly of the North-west Terri- 
tories also /— Yes. 

38889. For what district !—For Banff. 

38890. How long have you resided in the Territories ?—I have resided without 
interruption since the spring of 1884. 

38891. Permanently, how long !—Since 1886. I began my practice here in 1886. 
I spent the winter in Winnipeg, attending the session of the Medical College. 

38892. Then you have been in these Territories both under a prohibitory law and 
also under a license law !—-Yes. 

38893. We have been told to-day that smuggling was carried on under the permit 
system. Do you know anything about that ?—Yes, I do. I know there was a good deal 
of smuggling going on. 

38894. From what direction ?—I was here before the railway was built, and I was 
Chief Surgeon during construction here. Of course that was before there was any 
opportunity of bringing in liquor from the east. There was a good deal brought in 
from Manitoba and in that direction. 

38895. In what kind of packages?—I do not think I could say. I have heard 
that liquor was brought in in a great many forms. I know it was brought in as ink. 

38896. We have been told that smugglers had hiding places?—I think they 
probably had. 

38897. After the railway was constructed how was the liquor brought into the 
country /—It was brought into the country by the railway as a general rule, it was 
shipped probably as ink. 

38898. Where was it brought from ?—From Montana. 

38899. We understand that after the railway was built it was brought in con- 
cealed in barrels of sugar and rice and so forth ?—1 believe so. 

38900. We have heard to-day that it was brought in in crates of cabbages and tubs 
of butter ?—Yes, [ have heard instances of that kind. 

38901. When the railway was opened, from what direction did the liquor come ?— 
It came from east and west ; it was easier to bring in that way than from the south. 
A great deal came here by the Columbia River from Spokane Falls and the direction of 
the Wild Horse Plains. A great deal was brought in from Donald and Golden. 
Several lots were captured while on the road, and captures were made here when the 
liquor was being smuggled in from Winnipeg. 

38902. Were those places to which you have referred in the Territories /—No, but 
they were points from which the liquor was brought into the Territories. 

38903. Donald and Golden are in the Territories ?— Yes. 

38904. Had you any opportunity of observing how the North-west Mounted Police 
did their duty, whether they honestly tried to discharge their duties!—Yes, I think 
they did. I thought sometimes they exceeded what could fairly be called their duty. I 
am now speaking of the operations of the force in the Territories. I had occasion to 
travel up and down a good deal during the construction of the railway in 1884-85 and 
since then, during the time I have practised, I have seen the police faithfully dis- 
charging their duties. I remember, however, two cases in which I thought they violated 
the bounds of decency. 

38905. In what way ?—I have seen an officer, without showing any respect to the 
people on the cars, go and take liquor out of the satchels and dispose of it. 

38906. Do you mean satchels belonging to passengers going through?—Yes. I 
remember one occasion very well. I was sitting in a Pullman, and a policeman came in 
and began throwing the baggage about. He came across a satchel that belonged to a 
through passenger and he took out a bottle of liquor and destroyed it. I remember 
that case particuiarly. I thought it was an outrage on the passenger. I made inquiries 
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and found that this gentleman was a through passenger and I thought it was an inter- 
ference that was scarcely warrantable. 

38907. Do you remember whether that was in the early days ?!—It was in 1886 
T think. 

38908. We have been told to-day by a witness that liquor was brought in at one 
time on Pullman cars and that there was right of search at that time by the police 
force. Are you able to say whether it was owing to such cases as that occurring that led 
to the right of search being done away with?—That was it exactly. This case was 
reported, that I have mentioned, and I remember a good deal of trouble was made 
about it, for he was a person who would not allow that indignity to pass unnoticed and 
he took care to report it. That was not an isolated case, for I saw similar ones occur 
several times. I understood that it was owing to that practice that the order was 
afterwards given to discontinue search on Pullmans of through passengers. 

38909. Taking the two systems as you have known them, the permit and the license 
systems, which do you think preferable /—I think the license system is preferable to the 
old system. 

38910. I do not ask you as a Member of the Legislature what influenced yourself 
personally, but taking the Legislature as a body, I desire to ask whether, in passing the 
license law, that body may have been considered to have represented the feelings of the 
people of the North-west Territories /—It was the concentrated sentiment of the people 
that influenced the Legislature in passing that law. 

38911. The question has been raised to-day as to whether, owing to the Inspector 
being so far away as Calgary, the present law cannot be enforced as thoroughly as it 
might be. This point has been brought forward as a difficulty in working the Jaw, 
and it has been suggested that more Inspectors should be appointed ?—That is a point 
on which I myself have thought very strongly. It was one of the strongest objections 
brought against the permit system that less men were taken to enforce the liquor law. 

38912. We are told that several amendments to the law were introduced last 
session but that the Legislature closed the session abruptly, and they were not carried 
through ?—No amendments are necessary to more rigidly enforce the law. 

38913. You think the present law is quite sufticient?—Yes. I do not believe the 
people of the Territories wanted a law for revenue purposes, but they wanted a law that 
would at the same time regulate the traffic. 

38914. A great deal has been said about the permit system, its use and its alleged 
abuses, and we have been told that the Governor, in issuing permits, was influenced 
very much by the representations made by prominent people from all sections of the 
country in favour of parties who applied for permits. Was that the case or not ?—I know 
it was the case. There was scarcely any other way he could do. The Lieutenant-Goy- 
ernor of these Territories probably six or eight years ago, may have had a very good 
idea of the people here, but within the last three or four years the condition has changed. 
It became impossible for him to know to whom the permits were issued. He took the 
precaution of asking for a recommendation by some one. To my mind he adopted 
a plan that was very wrong in asking that recommendations should be made by 
members. 

38915. You think it was placing the members in a false position ?—Yes, I always 
took that view of it, and it was the same view taken by many others whether rightly 
or wrongly. The view I took was this: That I am not selected as a public censor over 
any one’s morals or as to whether they should be restricted or not in any way, and if 
any one inmy district asked for a permit, I never refused the application. I represented 
one man as much as another, and if I was asked to recommend persons for permits on 
the ground of being a representative, I did not hesitate to make recommendations. I do 
not think I put myself in the position so that it might be said that I was elected for the 
purpose of granting permits. I would not be cugaen by the Lieutenant-Governor 
probably, but I am chosen by the people and I represent one as well as the other. 

38916. Might it be said that the extension of the permit system was really in 
accordance with the wishes of the people /— Yes. 

38917. It was in response to the desires of the people ?—Yes. 
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38918. From your experiences do you think the prohibitory law is practicable of 
enforcement in the Territories ?—I do not believe in local prohibitory laws, I do not 
think they are practicable. 

38919. Take what is meant by total prohibition or national prohibition, a law 
prohibiting the manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage 
purposes, such a law as would prevent you or any one else manufacturing in his own 
house and for his own use alcoholic beverages and would punish him for so doing. Do 
you believe such a measure would be practicable of enforcement in Canada !—I think it 
would be more so than a local law. I would favour a trial of it. 

38920. You would favour a trial of such a measure as that ?—Yes, while I would 
not favour a local or provincial prohibitory law. 

38921. Would you favour such a law accompanied with the right of personal search 
and domiciliary visits ?—I would not like to undertake to prosecute. 

38922. How would you carry out such a law?—TI think there are a great many 
things of a very complicated nature that would require to be studied carefully in 
endeavouring to enforce such a law. 

38923. Do you think the people of a country such as Canada would pass such a 
law !—If they were all like myself they would try it. 

38924. Is it because you think prohibition is desirable as a principle ?—I think it 
would-be better for everybody. 

38925. Then you would pass such a law and give it a fair trial and see whether it 
would succeed or not ?—I think there is a very strong temperance feeling in every com- 
munity, and I believe that if that was taken care™of and proper opportunities given, 
the sentiment would develop and grow. I believe the growth of that sentiment would 
be a natural condition. 

38926. Do you think a prohibitory law would lead to the development of such a 
sentiment or would lead to a revolution of feeling ?—I think, as I have seen it, there 
would be a revolution of feeling, but we have not seen it under proper circumstances. 

38927. Do you know whether such a law is in force in any country !—No. I have 
heard you say that such a law was in force in the Fiji Islands. 

38928. Under the Maine law you are perhaps aware that liquor is not allowed to 
be kept for sale, but you may have your own cellar full of it and give it away to your 
friends, as you please, as long as you do not sell it?—I do not think that amounts to 
anything. ® 

38929, You think there must be a total banishment of liquor !—Total prohibition 
of the manufacture, if it is going to. be successful. 

38930. You think it should be prohibited from being kept for private use also ?— 
You would have to permit it for medicinal and art purposes. 

38931. How do you propose to enforce sucha law, what machinery would you use ? 
—IT have not given the subject sufticient thought to practically formulate a scheme, but 
I think that with the manufacturers fairly dealt with and the manufacture suppressed, 
a respectable manufacturer would not endeavour to infringe the law. It might then be 
carried out. Of course, there is always the danger that manufacture would go on in the 
hands of less scrupulous parties. Iam not speaking as a teetotaller, and I do not wish 
to pass as one, but there are a great many people like myself who think that people 
would be better without it. I believe there is a lot of people like myself who would like 
to see such a law passed. 

38932. In the Territories we are told that, with a police force of 1,000 men doing 
duty as well as they could, they were unable to keep liquor from coming in from 
Montana and other directions. How would you propose to stop that smuggling !/—The 
police were not aided to the extent under the law that they should have been. I could 
not speak of the sentiment existing in Calgary, but I have visited there and I made it 
my headquarters when I first came here. There may be people who are very good tem- 
perance people but who are not in sympathy with the prohibitory law, because it was 
not practicable and evils were committed. People coming from other countries and 
places where they got liquor naturally wanted it. They came here and found that, 
although liquor was prohibited, there was a large quantity of very foul stuff. It natur- 
ally occurred to them that something was wrong, that the law was not as effective as it 
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should be, and they probably did not see any harm in breaking it. The sentiment was 
against it. - 

38933. Then you think the sentiment had much to do with it /—Yes, I do not think 
you can enforce any law against the wishes of the people. 

38934. Do you think there should be a large proportion of public sentiment in 
favour of prohibition in order that it should be carried out !—I do. 

38935. Then in your opinion a mere majority would not be sufficient /—No. 

38936. You believe the trend of public opinion must be very strong ?—I do not 
think a bare majority should adopt such a law, which would be revolutionary in its 
operation. 

38937. You think that with such a trend of public opinion as you have indicated 
‘and with sufficient executive action on the part of the authorities, such a law would be 
made a success ?—I think so. 

38938. You would hope so, I suppose !—I would hope so. 

38939. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, a law to prohibit the 
manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes, do you 
think that brewers and distillers should be remunerated for their loss ‘of plant and 
machinery /— Undoubtedly. 


- By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


38940. When changes occurred in the tariff were not some businesses affected? Do 
you think that those engaged in those businesses should be compensated by the Govern- 
ment? You are in a branch of business and changes might occur in the tariff that would 
cause severe loss to your business and in fact destroy it. Do you consider that you 
would have any right to compensation !—I do not think that stands in the same position 
as this does. While a change might occur in my business to-day, which would affect it 
disastrously and cause severe loss, last year such a change might have caused you great 
profit, and it would be about even. I do not think that is a parallel case however. 

38941. What about the permit system? Were permits issued indiscriminately 
during the last few years of the system ?—I think they were sometimes and sometimes 
they were not. Probably if the permits issued during a couple of weeks were taken 
they would appear to be pretty fair. Then again at other times there would be some- 
what of restriction. IJ will endeavour to make clear what I mean. I know as a matter 
of fact that sometimes the liquor would be sold after it had keen obtained by permit, and 
sometimes the Governor would relax his vigilance and permits would be issued very 
indiscriminately, and sometimes he would be inclined to refuse every one. Probably 
Englishmen who were used to have their beer or rum when they wanted it would ask 
for a permit, and because they all came to the Lieutenant-Governor, his Honour would feel 
inclined to refuse them all. There was nothing he could do except to issue them permits 
on the recommendation of the members who, as in my case, did not attach any import- 
ance to it. 

38942. Did you indicate to the Governor that you did not wish to attach any im-_ 
portance to it ?—I told him exactly what I have told the Commission, that I was a repre- 
sentative of the people and I would recommend every applicant for a permit without 
making any further examination. 

38943. The applicant for liquor stated that the liquor was for medicinal or domestic 
purposes?—It was usually drawn up in one form or the other. 

38944. Do you know whether some of the applications were made by parties who 
were supposed to be selling illicitly /—Yes, I know of some cases where permits were 
obtained, but the permits were more for protection than for anything else as two gallons 
was not a very large stock if a party wanted to sell it. They would also get a number 
of permits and keep them to protect the liquor they would have on hand, and they would | 
replenish it as it was sold, and still the permit would protect them. 

38945. Did the judgment in the court to which reference has been made make pro- 
hibition impracticable ’—In view of thatdecision the stub of any permit would protect any 
quantity of liquor so long as it did not exceed the quantity specified on the permit. If 
the judgment had been different and if it had been held that the permit could 
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cover liquor once, I believe it would have placed the police in quite a different position 
so far as prosecutions were concerned. 

38946. Then are we to understand that the representatives of the people did not 
stoop to made examination or consider whether men who used permits used them rightly, 
or whether the seller merely wanted them to protect himself?’—They were asked if 
they required liquor for medicinal or domestic purposes. I am now speaking of people 
who I know did sell. The Governor was perfectly well aware that where there were 
large hotels liquor must be sold. So far as I am concerned I did not hesitate to recom- 
mend any one for permits. 

38947. Besides the application for permit did there have to be so much money paid 
for the certificate !—Yes, fifty cents a gallon was paid on spirits but nothing on beer. 

38948. Did that go into the treasury of the Territories or to the revenue of the 
Government !—It went into the Territorial revenue. 

38949. As a matter of fact did it go there /—As a matter of fact every cent went 
there. 

38950. Was the question of prohibition versws license an issue at the last election 
in the Territories?—I cannot say that it was. I cannot recollect a single instance in 
which that was an issue except at Qu’Appelle. I think it was an issue between Mr. 
Davidson and the other candidate, and that was the only place in which it was 
made an issue. 

38951. It was not so in this district !—No. I do not think a temperance candidate 
would have taken a great many votes. 

38952. What do you mean by temperance candidate !—One who came forward and 
pledged himself to the prohibitory liquor law. 

38953. Do you mean a prohibitory law or such a one as prevailed under the old 
permit system !—That would depend on the individual candidates. 

38954. Was that old system prohibition or permission!—It was both. It was pro- 
hibition with permissive clauses. 

38955. Which was the more observed, the prohibitive or the permissive clauses !— 
Those whose duty it was to enforce prohibition were just as zealous and anxious and 
energetic in endeavouring to carry out the prohibitive clauses as were those who had to 
carry out the permissive portions. 

38956. Whose duty was it to carry out the prohibitive clauses /—The Mounted 
Police. 

38957. Whose duty was it to carry out the permissive clauses !—The Lieutenant- 
Governor. 

38958. Did he attempt to carry out his part as diligently as the police tried to carry 
out their duty ?—As I have already explained, that work was sometimes interrupted. 

38959. There was a spasm of feeling occasionally !—I believe the Governor was 
generally influenced by the desire to ascertain the current of public sentiment, When 
that current was interrupted he stopped issuing permits, but the current came again 
and carried him until he stopped again. 

38960. You think the’ present license system is preferable to the old system !— 
Yes, I consider it so. - 

38961. Do you think the difference between the two systems is a difference between 
prohibition and license or between one kind and another kind of license, in this, that the 
present license system is now controlled by license commissioners and the other system 
was simply carried on according to the will of the Lieutenant-Governor, who personally 
issued licenses; while at present these licenses must be issued by a body of license 
commissioners. Is that the difference ?—If you put in that way I cannot see a great 
difference. The will of the people is expressed in one case, while the prerogative of one 
man is manifested in the other. 

38962. Do you think in a country like this with the present population it is prac- 
ticable for any official to administer a prerogative of this kind?—I do not believe it is 
possible to do so judiciously and well. 

38963. Speaking about the smuggling business and the searching on Pullman cars, 
you have said that after a certain period the officers were not permitted to search the 
Pullmans. Do you know whether, after that prohibition of the right of search in Pull- 
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man cars, smugglers used the sleeping berths, because they could not be searched ?—I 
do. I know as a matter of fact they did so. 

38964. Explain.—If, for instance, any one who was known to be a whisky smuggler 
—and they were all known, and you could put your finger on them—was on board you 
would see that he was going west and he would have his liquor down to-night. Perhaps 
he went to Anthracite. He would go down by train and have liquor delivered at Cal- 
gary or Morley or some other station. He would generally get into the car and go at 
once to the berth where he had liquor and would go to bed. He would stay in bed until 
he came to Donald where liquor would be obtained. He would go along to Laggan 
where the police were stationed. The police were on the trains and were keeping close 
watch. I did not, of course, know all their secret ways and their mode of operation, but 
T have been up and down sufficiently on the train to know that officials were on the 
watch. Men would carry liquor in the baggage cars, between the cars, in different 
compartments of the cars, in the berths they pulled down in the colonist cars, in the 
Pullman cars, in their own satchels and if the train happened to be late they made up - 
berths and the liquor would be put into the bed. The liquor would be thrown off at 
one point. The police, as I understood, had a perfect right to get on board the cars 
and keep a watch on the travellers. Ido not believe there was a point on the road 
where there was so much liquor shipped as at Laggan. It was not only shipped in two 
or five gallon lots but even large quantities were shipped. I remember one case, I do 
not remember how many gallons there were, where there was $500 or $600 worth of 
liquor brought down in a car of lumber, and it was captured. Every possible means 
were taken to prevent the liquor being brought in, and also every possible means were 
taken to bring it in. 

38965. Speaking of the license law now in force, do you think it is working well ? 
—TI think it might be benefited by being amended in some particulars. It is a new 
law. No doubt it will be found that there are some conditions which require to be 
amended in some directions. 

38966. This is, of course, a small community enjoying a considerable share of the 
summer trade: how many people have you here /—Two hundred. 

38967. You say there are five licensed places here, four retail and one wholesale. 
Do you not think that is a large number for a place of this size /—I do. 

38968. Do you know whether those licensees observe the prohibitory clauses of the 
license law ?—I do not suppose that they absolutely observe them. 

38969. Would you regard the law, then as regulating the trade, and as giving per- 
mission to a certain portion of the trade to disregard the law, at all events for a certain 
portion of the time ?—I do not think they do disregard it, but no doubt many of those 
provisions might be more exactly carried out. 

38970. Whose duty is it to enforce the law !—I think it is the duty of the License 
Commissioners. 

38971. They are not here !—No, but they could appoint Inspectors or one Inspector. 

38972. But the Inspector resides some distance from here and cannot easily reach 
the spot ?—Yes. 

38973. Is the difference between the old system and the present system this, so 
far as the law is concerned, that the old system did not give an opportunity, except by 
permission of the Governor, to disregard the law (and of course he could disregard the 
law as much as he pleased,) while the present law gives no opportunity to disregard the 
law, except during prohibited hours /—-I do not know that I could say that was the case 
as regards the law. 

38974. What would be your idea of the difference between the two systems ?—The 
opinion I have in regard to the difference is this: that the people now have a law which 
they prefer, for they are no longer dependent on the caprice of one man. This law, 
being the law of the people, is more satisfactory to them, and they will lend their aid 
and assist to carry it out better than if it were another law. 

38975. Have they done so ?—I think they have. 

38976. Will you state instances where there have been violations, and where the 
people have given their aid to enforce the law ?—I do not know that I could state any 
instances, but the general sentiment of the people can be pretty well felt. 
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38977. Do you understand the general sentiment of the people to prefer a license 
system to the old system and to prefer this license system to prohibition ?—I think there 
is a very large majority of the people in the Territories who prefer this license system 
to the old system. I also believe there are a large number who would prefer prohibition 
to license. 

38978. Do you think it would have been better to have taken a vote of the people 
before substituting the license law for alleged prohibition, that is between license proper 
and prohibition proper !—I do not think it would ; I do not think it is the best way to 
take the votes of the people. 

38979. Do you think it would have been better to have made the question of pro- 
hibition versus license an issue at the last election?—In the greater portion of the 
Territories active measures were taken towards that end. Meetings were held and a 
great deal of force and energy were expended in endeavouring to make it an issue, but, 
as I have explained, no one was willifg to take hold for the purpose of being the cham- 
pion of the prohibition side. 

38980. Were there not other questions regarded as important and essential to the 
welfare of the Territories that overshadowed this question and everything else ; was 
there not the question of responsible government involved ?—I cannot say that there 
was. As regards the question of temperance, there was a temperance candidate at 
Qu Appelle, and he was about the only one. Out of twenty-six members there was 
only one who posed as an opponent to the system of responsible government. 

38981. Have you observed whether there has been more or less drinking under 
license than before ?—I can only speak from my knowledge of the districts of Banff, 
Anthracite and Canmore. With these places I am somewhat familiar. Outside of them 
I may say that I have been in Calgary quite often since the election and have been in 
Regina and lived there for some time. I think there is very much less drinking here 
now than there was under the old system. 

38982. Is that traceable to the licensing of the trade here or to the influence of 
the temperance societies here !—I think there is an element in both tending to bring 
about that result. The largest element, perhaps, is that there are fewer places selling. 
Take this town, at one time I think there were as many as twelve places selling. 

38983. What has become of the people here who sold illicitly and who are not 
selling now ?—Some left the place. 

38984. Are those who now sell the same as those who sold illicitly !—Some of them 
are the same people. 

38985. Do you think there is any illicit trade here at all !—No. 

38986. Do you think there is less liquor sold/now than there was before ?—Yes, I 
believe there is less sold now. 

38987. You think there is less sale even, although the trade is permitted now !— 
Yes, I think there is less. There are not so many people here now as in years gone by, 
the resident population has decreased. That may account for the diminished consump- 
tion in some parts. In regard to the mines, I may say that I do not think there is 
very much liquor sold to the miners. And another thing is that there are less places 
where liquor can be got, though there are quite enough. 

38988. You are proprietor of the Sanitarium /—Yes. 

38989, Have you a license !—The licensee has a license. 

38990. Then it is not under your management ?—No, the house is managed by Mr. 
Caffrey. He manages the house for me; but the licenses of the bar and of the bilhard 
rooms are outside of him. 

38991. Are they in the establishment here ?—Yes, a portion are. 

38992. Did his establishment sell under the four per cent beer plan !—Yes. The 
Sanitarium and the Canadian Pacific Railway Hotel had special privileges granted to 
them that were not given to any other hotels in the Territories. 

38993. Was that done by the Dominion Government ?—It was brought about by 
the Dominion Government. The prerogative of the Lieutenant-Governor had to be 
exercised and he had to be the consenting party, and by the Department of the Interior 
it was considered wise that beer and wine should be allowed, and accordingly both this 
hotel and the Canadian Pacific Hotel were allowed to sell wine and beer. 
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38994. Are those all the places that sold /—Yes, so far as I am aware. 


By Judge McDonald : 


38995. About the temperance candidates and prohibitionists at the election : did 
they organize /—Yes. 

38996, And there was only one prohibition candidate elected ?— Yes, the candidate 
for Qu Appelle. 

38997. Only one in the whole Territories /—Yes, and there are 26 members. 

38998. You have been asked whether the people were not considering more the 
question of responsible government and other issues. Was there anything to prevent. 
the prohibitionists, if they wished, placing a man in the field who was in favour of 
responsible government and also a prohibitory law ’—No. 

38999. But you have said that you do not think they would have been successful 
if they had been put forward ?—I do not think they would. 

39000. You think the larger number of the people were not in favour of prohibi- 
tion !—I could not say. 

39001. What is your opinion /—My opinion is that there is a large portion not in 
favour of prohibition, but I can not say whether there is a majority or not ; there is in 
this district certainly. 

39002. If there had been a majority in favour of prohibition do you think they 
would have endeavoured to carry their sentiments to a legitimate conclusion by 
placing candidates in the field !—I do not think there is a majority or anything like a 
majority in favour of local prohibition. 

39003. I am speaking of prohibition such as is asked for !—No, I do not think there 
is a majority in favour of prohibition at all. 

39004. Have you any means of knowing, taking the Territories as a whole, what 
the sentiment of the people would be in regard to the question of prohibition !—I do not 
think that I have. 

39005. You have been asked in regard to the question of submitting this matter to: 
the vote of the people, yea or nay, and you have said that you are not - in favour of 
that ?—I am not. 

39006. You are a representative of the people, we understand 1— Yes. 

39007. Are other Members of your opinion !— Yes. 

39008. Which is more consistent with the constitution of Great Britain and Canada, 
to take a vote of the people on a question, or leave the matter to their representatives 
and allow them to decide ?—TI take it that the proper way is to leave the representatives 
to decide those questions, if they are in keeping with constitutional usage. 

39009. Would you not hope in case such a course were adopted, that representatives. 
would give the matter more careful consideration than could be given to it on a popular 
vote of yea and nay, especially when taken on an abstract proposition 1_Yes, I think 
they would probably arrive at more sensible conclusions. 

39010. You have spoken about liquor permits being issued to cover liquor. Do I 
understand that people would have large quantities of liquor brought in, not on permits 
but smuggled in and that from this stock they would take smaller quantities which 
they would keep to sell, and have permits to cover them ?— Yes. 

39011. And they exercised care that the quantities were within the limits speci- 
fied 1—Yes. 

39012. You think permits were issued for that purpose ?—That was common talk. 

39013. In your opinion was the greater portion of the permits issued used legitim- 
ately ’—Yes. 

39014. I think you have explained that, although the right of search on Pullman 
cars was taken away, still the police had power to watch and trace the liquor if possible ; 
and that liquor was yet carried on Pullman cars ?— Yes. 

39015. Mr. Stewart, of the Government Park, has stated to us that in his opinion 
the park would be better under section 19 of the regulations as regards the liquor trafic 
than under the present law. What is your opinion in regard to that matter /—Of course 
section 19 refers to the North-west Territories as well. If Mr. Stewart thinks the 
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liquor traffic in the park should be placed under the Department of the Interior and its 
enforcement carried out by the officials of the park, I think, perhaps, he is quite right. 

39016. You refer to this clause ?—That clause of course connects it with the 
Territories. 

39017. He simply means that the license law should refer to the Territories but not 
to the Rocky Mountains Park and that it should be left to be regulated by clause 19 of 
the Act referring to the park !—That would be more satisfactory than the complicated 
position in which the matter rests now. 

39018. Is it complicated at present !—Yes, owing to that clause. The Department 
claims jurisdiction under that clause, and also the right to impose a further tax of $50. 
There are people within the park who believe that the Department has no such right, 
for the reason that the section under which this right has been claimed has been 
repealed by the passing of the license law for the Territories, which certainly applies to 
the park as well as any other portion of the Territories. 

39019. Is that matter now before the courts ?—Yes. 

39020. Which would you prefer, that such a regulation as that should be passed 
and applied to the park, or that it should be in the same position as the rest of the 
Territories under the license law ?—I prefer that the regulation should be applied to the 
park. 

39021.. You would like to have a special system for the park itself /— Yes. 

39022. And keep it entirely free from North-west legislation /—Yes, or at all 
events give it one or the other. 

39023. But which would you prefer?—I prefer to have it under the park mana- 
gement. ; 

39024. You think the whole matter connected with the Park should be dealt with 
by the Department of the Interior ?—Yes. 


WILLIAM McNAB, of Banff, theological student of the Presbyterian Church, 
on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


39025. Are you a minister here /—I am a student. : 

39026. Have you charge of the Presbyterian Mission at Banff ?—Yes. 

39027. Do you know anything of the smuggling that is said to have taken place in 
this district !—No, I do not. 

39028. Have you considered the prohibition question /— Yes. 

39029. Are you favourable to prohibition ?—Yes. 

39030. Are you opposed to the licensing of the traffic /—Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


39031. What opportunities have you had of observing the condition of affairs in 
the North-west Territories /—I have had every means that it is possible for a person in 
my position to have. I have had my field of work along the line of the railway. My 
field during the greater part of the summer has been along 160 miles of the road. I 
have been going to and fro. I have been with the people as much as possible, and I 
have seen what influence the traffic had on the people. 

39032. Have you noticed anything about that traftic prior to the leense law 
coming into operation ?—I noticed it for a short time. 

39033. What was the effect !—I noticed that there was a great deal of drinking 
being done. 

39034. How do you harmonize the drinking with the fact that there was supposed to 
be prohibition in the Territories /—Because I felt that the officers and authorities were 
in collusion with those selling, in fact I am satisfied from their own testimony, and 
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from what I have seen myself, that the Mounted Police did not try to keep liquor out 
in many cases. 

39035. Do you say that the police did not try to keep liquor out ?—Yes, I remember 
of one case where a policeman told me that he desired to prevent the bringing in of 
liquor, but that it was of no use to do so, for he said, ‘ when I once did so I would get a 
slight reprimand from those above me and the warning that I need not be so particular.” 

39036. Have you observed the license law in this district ?— Yes. 

39037. What do you think of it?—From what I have seen of the effects round 
here it has. certainly been injurious. J have seen men fall flat on the sidewalk and lie 


there for a long time. I have seen them thrown out of bar room doors and*le on the ~ 


sidewalk. 

39038. Did you see such occurrences before the license law came into force !—I did 
not see such cases, but I suppose such things have happened before, but I have seen 
men decidedly under the influence of liquor before. 

39039. Did you attribute that condition to the prohibition in the law or to the 
lax administration of the law as regards its enforcement ?—It was the lack of enforce- 
ment. 

39040. Having mingled with the people and having observed them and conversed 
with them, do you believe the people, so far as you know them, prefer a license system 
to well enforced prohibition ?—I have a right to know the opinions of the people in. this 
community. When I heard that the Royal Commission was coming here I thought I 
would take steps to inform myself in regard to public opinion, so as to be able to speak 
on the question. I went to the people with this petition. 


By Judge McDonald : 


39041. Did you send the petition to the Legislature ? 

WITNESS.—This is the petition. 

Jupc—E McDONALD.—I do not think anything of this kind can be admitted. I 
think, however, the witness may speak of what he considers to be the opinion of the 
people. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


39042. You went to find out the opinions of the people here as to prohibition versus 
license {— Yes. 

39043. What did you do in order to find that out /—I went with this petition. 

39044. I do not see any objection to having the paper in; but I want you to tell us 
what you said to the people /—What I said to the people was this: That I wished to 
find out from them whether they were in favour of national prohibition, or whether they 
were in favour of the sale of liquor. What I was endeavouring to find out was whether 
the people were in favour of national prohibition as against license ; and I am now pre- 
pared to say what their opinion is. I tried to get to everybody in the community. I 
may say that there are about 100 people in the place and I found that 80 were in favour 
of national prohibition. I have here the name of one person who asked for continental 
prohibition. TI think that is one thing that we in this country have nothing to do with. 
In my round I did not come across more than half a dozen people who wanted license. 

39045. Then 80 people expressed themselves as preferring national prohibition to 
license ?—Yes. I have not some of the names of those belonging to the temperance 
societies, as it was impossible for me to get around to every one. 


By Judge McDonald : 


39046. Are those 80 names of males ?—They are all the names of grown up people, 
male and female, but there are only a few women here, and there are very few of their 
names down. 

39047. Did you report to the police that infringements of the law had taken place ? 
—TI got into difficulty with the policeman because of the fact that I had spoken publicly 
and condemned the police. I did it in the presence of the policeman, for I would not 
pass by a hotel that had no license, but I could see the sale of liquor taking place. 
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39048. Did you report the policeman to his officer /—No, because as far as I was 
concerned, I was never well acquainted with the customs of the country. 

39049. Then you did not report him to his officer /—No, because he is the only man 
in the place. 

39050. Have you any objection to give the name of the officer who told you he 
was censured for doing his duty !—So far as I am concerned I would be proud in doing 
so, but it is like this: I do not know whether it is proper to do so, because if it was a 
thing that I should do, I would do it. I know the man is of such a character that he 
would deny it, because he is one of the men on the force. 

39051. You did not report to the superior officer what occurred, and that the con- 
stable had said when he enforced the laws too strictly he was told not to be so particu- 
lar 1—No. 

39052. You heard Dr. Brett’s evidence. Can you account for the fact that in a 
population of about 100, 80 of them being in favour of prohibition according to your 
statement, prohibition did not become an issue at the last election, and that the majority 
of the members returned were in favour of license !—I can tell you, I can give a reason 
that is quite clear. At the present time the people are doing a little more thinking, and 
one of the ends your Commission is going to accomplish is to make the people think. 
Many a man drinks and does not realize what he is doing, but when the question is 
brought home to him and when he sees the injury done to families and society, he comes 
to the conclusion that national prohibition would be the very best thing. 

39053. Dr. Brett has told us that this question was tried to be made an issue at the 
polls, but that the people did not make it an issue. Can you account for that /—I can- 
not, for I was not here at the time. But still it is like this, that the people in this mat- 
ter had not the question brought fairly and clearly before them—that is, the right and 
the wrong of the thing. 

39054, But Dr. Brett says that the matter was brought clearly and strongly before 
the people ?—It could not have been brought before them sufficiently strongly. 

39055. Do you think you could have brought it more strongly before them than 
Mr. Spence ?—I think he is a very strong advocate. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


39056. Is it a fact that the representative of the district is in favour of national 
prohibition? Do you think that the people know that their representative is in favour 
of that and is, therefore, in accordance with their feelings !—There is a little uncertainty 
in the minds of the people in regard to that question. 

Rev. Dr. McLEOD.—Concerning those people, was there any indication that they 
would sign a document, I mean those people with whom you conversed about prohibition. 
So far as I am concerned, as a Commissioner, I am perfectly willing to have the docu- 
ment filed. 

Jupce McDONALD.—I object on the ground that the sentiment of the people 
should be obtained from themselves, and if they wish to have their opinion entered in 
any other way they should petition Parliament. 

WITNESS.—From what I know of the law courts, there has not been a case tried in 
the North-west Territories with which liquor has not had something to do. 


The Commission adjourned, to meet at Victoria, British Columbia. 
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Hon. JOSEPH ROYAL, Lieutenant-Governor of the North-west Territories, who 
was unable to appear before the Commissioners at Regina, having been called away on 
official business, subsequently forwarded to His Honour Judge McDonald, Acting 
Chairman of the Commission, the following statement :— 


GOVERNMENT Housr, 
The Honourable Reena, January 7th, 1893. 
Mr. Justice Herpert 8S. McDonatp, 
Brockville, Ont. 


Sir,—In compliance with your request, I have the honour to forward you herewith the 
following statement for the information of the Royal Commission on the Liquor Traffic. 

At the time of my appointment as Lieutenant-Governor of the North-west Terri- 
tories, lst July, 1888, I found the population of the Territories placed, as far as the 
liquor traffic was concerned, in a very extraordinary position. 

According to some, the country by the Act of 1875 had been virtually given a 
system of prohibition, and if the full benefit of the law, so interpreted, was not enjoyed 
by the settlers, it was attributed to the perverse action of the Lieutenant-Governor. 

Others argued that Parliament never had any such intention; that the object of 
the law of 1875 was simply to afford further protection to the Indians of the plains 
against the consequences of the introduction of intoxicants into the Territories; that 
such a law had become obsolete, quoad the liquor traffic, owing to the complete change of 
circumstances, and that so long as the Act remained on the Statute Book it was the 
duty of the Lieutenant-Governor to carry its provisions into full effect, however imprac- 
ticable and abhorrent the result might prove. 

Of these two propositions, the latter seems to be the only one supported by the 
facts and by the actual meaning of the law.. It will be my aim, therefore, in this paper 
to show the circumstances under which the law of 1875 was adopted, the immense benefit 
it conferred upon the Indians, the protection it afforded the Canadian Pacific Railway, 
the radical changes in the social condition of the country which rendered the application 
of its provisions extremely difficult, the precautions taken to prevent illegality, and 
finally how public opinion compelled Parliament to vest in the Legislative Assembly of 
the Territories the power to legislate upon the liquor question, and the adoption by that 
body of a high license system. 

Some statistical information will also be given tending to show the state of crim- 
inality to be found in the Territories during the “ Permit system.” 


1. Tae Law. 


Now, what was the law prevailing in the North-west Territories up to last year 
respecting the liquor traflic, and what were the circumstances under which it was 
adopted ? 

As early as 1868 the Dominion Parliament passed an Act to prevent, under severe 
penalties, the Indians all over Canada from being supplied with intoxicants; in 1875 it 
was further enacted that every person in the North west Territories was prohibited to 
manufacture, import or keep in his possession any spirituous liquors. The North-west 
Territories Act of 1886, which was a consolidation of former Acts, reiterated the same 
provisions in the following terms : to wit :— 

(S. 75.) “ No intoxicating liquor or intoxicant shall be manufactured, compounded 
or made in the Territories except by special permission of the Governor General in 
Council ; nor shall any intoxicating liquor or intoxicant be imported or brought into the 
Territories from any Province of Canada or elsewhere, or be sold, exchanged, traded or 
bartered or had in possession therein except by special permission in writing of the 
Lieutenant-Governor.” 

That is to say, while the Privy Council retained to itself the power to permit the 
manufacture of intoxicants in the Territories, all the powers generally vested in licensing 
bodies concerning the traffic were centralized in the Lieutenant-Governor’s hands. This 
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official was left to use his own discretion in granting exemption ; the law did not pre- 
clude him from doing so ; he was not circumscribed in his action. At the same time, 
he could not systematically refuse to issue such exemptions, and thereby ignore the’ 
intention of Parliament. Had the intention been to make the law prohibitory, the 
language of the statute, no doubt, would have been different, and the exemptions to be 
made by the Lieutenant-Governor would have been severally stated and carefully men- 
tioned. . 

On the other hand, such an enactment was desirable and possible only in a country 
where the white man had hardly penetrated. As a matter of fact, the white population 
of the Territories in 1875 was very small indeed, and consisted chiefly of the missionaries 
and employees of the missions, of some fur traders, of the officers and men of the Hud- 
son Bay Company’s forts, and of a limited number of settlers and officials of the North- 
west Government. It follows from these considerations that by placing in the hands of 
the first executive officer of the Territories the absolute power to dispense with certain 
provisions of the Statute, Parliament established a system which was obviously limited 
in its operation by the creation of such a power. In other words, while it was an easy 
task for the Lieutenant-Governor in a small community to promptly investigate any ap- 
plication for a “permit,” it will readily be seen how well nigh impossible such an invest- 
igation would become as soon as the white population had reached the thousands. 

About the same time, and with a view of stopping at any cost the ravages caused 
amongst the Indians by the American rum traders, as well as to assist in carrying out 
the North-west Territories Act, the Dominion Government provided for the creation of 
a permanent force of Mounted Police to be stationed and do duty in the Territories. 
And it is only proper to say that such was the activity displayed by this force in the 
suppression of the liquor traftic, that within a few years the whisky smugglers were 
tracked everywhere, their nefarious trade was seriously impaired and a fatal blow struck 
at their criminal raids. The efforts of the missionaries to christianize and civilize the 
Indians became less arduous and more effective, and a new and peaceful condition of 
affairs prevailed in that vast country. 

II. Irs Resuurs.—III. Soctat CHancss. 


For seven years and more the law of 1875 had brought about all the good results 
that the legislation had anticipated, when in 1882 and 1883, the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way Company placed under contract the construction of its line across the plains to the 
Rocky Mountains. Many apprehended, and not without reason, that the cortege of crimes 
of all sorts, which had accompanied the construction of transcontinental lines in the 
United States, would inevitably appear from the moment the uninhabited Territories 
were reached ; fears of interference by the Indians with the progress of the work were 
also entertained. Yet none of these fears and aj%prehensions were realized. Owing to 
the absence of strong liquors in the camps of the railway navvies, owing to the discip- 
line and strict surveillance exercised by the North-west Mounted Police, the construc- 
tion was proceeded with and carried on through more than seven hundred miles of 
vacant and silent plain with at least as much order and tranquillity as fif it had been 
across any of the Provinces of Eastern Canada. The flow of immigration into the 
Territories speedily followed the completion of the Canadian Pacitic Railway to Calgary 
in 1883 ; the settlement of Eastern Assiniboia was commenced and pushed forward 
vigorously, while small settlements were being rapidly formed along the main line of 
the great railway and on the North Saskatchewan. 

The Dominion Census for 1880-81 gives a total population for the North-west 
Territories, comprising the area known as Rupert’s Land, of 56,446, divided as follows :— 


1h aY6 bey atop a ate RN A eS kl Cc a os ehh Ae eee 49 472 
W bites, imeluding alf-breeds 2a am mene agate eve oe 6,974 


Very little reliance, however, can be placed upon these figures, as they are greatly 
exaggerated, and in most cases a mere guess work of the census enumerator. It is 
not safe, therefore, to take them as a term of comparison. 

Nevertheless, an idea may be formed of the rapidity with which immigration followed 
the Canadian Pacific Railway, by the figures mentioned in the Dominion Census of 
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1885 and 1890. The population enumerated in the provisional districts. of Assiniboia, 
Saskatchewan and Alberta, exclusive of the Peace River and the Mackenzie Territory, 
is estimated for 1885 at : 


Witte eee Nn Sek es mena ahd Cay 28,192 
IMA See Reet Sip A ete ch, & wie os al hs eats eR 20,170 
A Wye IN 3.8 Sy ea ea oe EE SNS AEA 5 48,362 ° 


The Dominion Census, 1890-91, gives the following figures for the same provisional 
districts : 


WW ITIEOStA RS Re Gia oatisehan s ytles i) ichs, a: abe nd git ee ee ae ea 53,046 
i Ravel; ots uriae ah MOS ee Ae, 8 en esd ates tc 2S sony APY a Ot 14,508 
And for the Northern Unorganized Territory...:........ 32,168 

ee ge SAUNA See ese mM a Hany yt ie Sele csc utreld Es 99,722 


Therefore, in the short space of five years, the white population had more than 
doubled, and this calculation would yet be very materially increased if the eastern limits 
of Assiniboia had not been very largely curtailed, in 1881, by the extension of the Pro- 
vince of Manitoba some seventy odd miles to the west. 

Asa natural consequence of the settlement of the Territories and of a deeply 
altered condition of society, the necessity of a corresponding change in the laws that 
governed the country became apparent, and none so much as the liquor enactment 
applicable to the white settler. 


LV. DIFFICULTIES FROM CHANGE OF CIRCUMSTANCES.—V. PRECAUTIONS ADOPTED. 


Loud and continuous were the complaints of a large and most desirable class of 
immigrants after they discovered that their supply of wine or beer depended altogether 
upon the good-will of a Government official. Public opinion asserted itself against this 
law in various ways, and a daily experience showed the extreme difticulty of carrying it 
out. No wonder, therefore, that the granting of “ permits” or exemption gradually 
assumed the character of a regular system under my predecessors in office. 

What had been intended as an exception by Parliament soon overshadowed the 
law itself and became the rule. It was, of course, to be expected that Parliament would 
amend the law, and that new provisions would be enacted whereby either total prohibi- 
tion or some licensing organization would supersede the individual action of the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor ; this indeed would have been done, had it not been, as it was reported 
publicly, for the agitation of the prohibitionists all over the Dominion. Meetings were 
held, strong language prefacing stronger resolutions, was used; a certain class of 
preachers raved and denounced ; false statistics w ere invented by i ignor: ance and accepted 
as true by the majority ; and Bek was the storm raised that no attempt was made to 
move Parliament in the matter. It seemed to have been an axiom with many that the 
Territories were a fit country upon which to try an experiment, the application of fanci- 
ful theories of social economy. Be that as it may, the fact is, that at Regina, in the 
month of July, 1888, the “‘ Permit systeni” was in full blast. The law in respect of 
liquor prohibition al degenerated into the most unsatisfactory and crude licensing 
organization possible, unfit for a free people, and painfully retrograding as compared 
with the methods-which statesmen are now devising for the regulation of this social evil. 

The crucial problem of the new system seemed to be, how best to guard against the 
abuse made of its working. Rules had been already adopted ; new ones were added, of 
which experience had taught the necessity, and as great strictness as possible was exer- 
cised in their enforcement. The following is a summary of the regulations observed in 
the granting of liquor permits :— 

Ast. No application for permit to import intoxicants “for domestic use” was 
allowed, unless recommended either?by a Magistrate, a member of Parliament, a Member 
of the Legislature, or a well known citizen of standing and respectability. 

Hon. Josepu Roya. 
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2nd. No application was granted to any one convicted of having once abused the 
privilege of a permit. 

3rd. Every morning large batches of applications, either unrecommended or in the 
least doubtful, were mailed to the various Police Officers in command of the different 
Posts in the Territories, with a request to report privately what was known of the 
character, antecedents, and present position of the applicants residing in their neigh- 
bourhood. 

As may be well imagined, these permits, however carefully granted, not unfrequently 
fell into the hands of unworthy persons and were the source of much disorder and 
scandal. With what a fertile.theme did not these abuses supply the writers and preachers 
in thundering forth against the Lieutenant-Governor, whom they accused of ‘“debauch- 
ing the country ” ? 

‘In the absence of any action by Parliament to amend the law, numbers of good 
citizens discussed the propriety of allowing public houses to dispense beer to the traveller 
and visiting delegates. It was suggested that such a measure, besides having the result 
of inducing the opening of good hotels, would also be the means of supplying the people 
with a cheap and healthy beverage, and of keeping them away from stronger stimulants. 
After mature deliberation, I accepted the idea, which was immediately carried into effect 
under a complete code of regulations. 

The licensing system developed under my predecessors, was to this further extent 
completed by me, pending the decision of the legislative authorities at Ottawa. The 
regulations adopted referred to the personal character of the applicant, to the accommo- 
dation of the hotel, to the days and hours of closing, &c. ; and the North-west Mounted 
Police were charged with the duty of keeping constant watch over these houses. As 
no license but a permit only was issued, and such permit had to be renewed frequently, 
any disorder or breach of the regulations was at once visited upon the applicant by 
a refusal to grant further privileges. The result of this new measure was alluded to by 
the Auditor of the Government of the North-west Territories in his report for the year 
1888, wherein he stated there was a marked decrease in the demand for liquor permits 
since the issue of sale permits for beer, and at the same time an increase in the revenue. 

In 1883, Lieutenant-Governor Dewdney imposed for the first time a fee of fifty 
cents per gallon, to be paid by the applicants for liquor permits, beer being free as well 
as wine imported for sacramental purposes. No change was made by me in that respect. 
A fee of ten cents per gallon upon beer imported for sale was imposed upon all success- 
ful applicants ; and in that manner a small income was created for the Territories. I 
need not say that a statement of the receipts derived from that source was at the begin- 
ning of each session of the Assembly laid on the table, after being audited and published 
with the Public Accounts of the Territories. 

In some quarters it was attempted to be made out that the beer imported and sold 
under the above mentioned regulations was a wretched article. All that can be said is, 
that I could not very well lay down any rule in that respect, and that the quality of the 
beer, apart from the limitation of its strength of four per cent alcohol, was a matter 
resting purely and solely between the importer and consumer. 

The public was not slow in showing itself in favour of the new policy ; and an 
attempt having been made in the Territorial Assembly to elicit a hostile declaration, the 
motion was lost, only the mover and seconder voting in its favour. 


Vi.—Pustiic Optnion Asserts ITSELF. 


But it belonged to the general election of the fall of 1891 to demonstrate in an un- 
equivocal manner what were the feelings of the electorate concerning the settlement of 
the question. The Parliament of Canada having in the session of the same year vested 
in the Legislature the power to pass Ordinances in respect of the liquor traffic, the ques- 
tion was at once put at issue before the electors. The result was, that only a small 
group of prohibitionists were returned, and the Legislative Assembly, after careful de- 
liberation, adopted a high license and local option ordinance, which came into operation 
on the Ist May, 1892, and is to- day the law of the land. 

21—30** 
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VII.—Sratistics. 


As the above considerations would not be found complete without affording some 
means of comparison, I have compiled from official documents, statistics concerning the 
number of “ permits ” issued in each year, as well as concerning the criminality of the 
Territories during as nearly as possible a corresponding period. 


STATEMENT. “ A.” 


Total Liquor : 
Year. and Beer Permits tare Coes Total Beer. 

< of Spirits. 

issued. 
NSB eee eee RT WA To tates rece ear: 1,874 4,451 1,468 
SSA Oy Ee ete yrdtn me Se bet en bea Vet et AVES 2,457 5,404 3,565 
Ibs ce Lao nd ate Hatt alee a's. Ode Oe 1,761 3,682 Draoe 
CATS AAA EN RSE SO ee 3,559 6,604 12,672 
SS reteset em cart ena eee CURT a i aie 3,663 6,979 12,865 
(OH ie rote loka niet Genre eas Gl Claskr tan be age uiaen een 4,233 8,561 25,767) 
SSO Ree esr tasee ere yee Men tots 5,424 11,660 112,4480 
SOON AGA ANAS oh chao ete acerca a8 5,704 12,417 97,116 
SO Scat. sort cbepaee rn cnck fey tient aires 5,970 14,341 86,926) 


a. Lager beer was allowed to be imported for sale in August of this year. 
b. Note by the Commission :—These figures represent only the 4 p.c. beer. 


By comparing the figures above given for 1886 with those of 1891, it will be seen 
that while the population more than doubled during that time there is a marked decrease 
in the issue of permits, as well as a slight proportional decrease in the number of gallons 
of spirits imported. 

I quote noy from the Statistical Year Book of Canada, published by authority, the 
following summary of the number of indictable offences tried in the Territories from 
1885, the year of the rebellion, to 1890 :— 


Re} § Meri Saks crs 6 US Rane Ree ea eee meters ct os Grains 2 aIaA A5 ateyalc 118 
USSG Sede wal prees es hele anole ots ahs. 9c chs omnes Hale oer e eR ere cere eT eee 53 
pe acts Pic ah AOE SeaDIS Ard Aa RAPE PO EN REARS EST ahbid AA bck oc Anette Conse 15 
SS Sip cer Mh seek he Me aeMeobe: pddaka dacuels «feo s00 eyed) <b ska apee teks al nines oe eee 49 
Eee ham cha NORMED ae Sis aa Oy LER, TMROTSE co) ee Mca o ares wer cena 6 te 57 
US OO: ertane Manis oR OCrSe Maes in eketer sie."ibia, tac ahs EPS cco ain a tes Go Aen eae 92 


From the criminal statistics compiled from the Magistrates’ returns received in the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s office at Regina, from 1886 to 1892, the subjoined figures are 
given :— 
1886. 1887. 1888. 1889. 1890. 1891. *1892. 


Drie eects cater tune ta,4 oes 24 2G 67 116. 743" 58 103 
JENS SE YUN UGAN 6 um overeat Orn eens Moire 43 34 46 67 35 54 46 
Liquor law, violation of....... 105 67 82 78 46 40) 21 
Sealin Oar chon nterw eerste hs la. 25 40 39 54 37 10 8 
Gani limo eeveraaciran yee ere: 10 10 5 24 0 2 0 
AEN a IE NIKO) feet clare Ale ci See See 1] 11 5 17 22 10 15 
Prairie fires, poisons and game 

Ordinances ease cste eo ccinnte 5 6 14 33 16 18 20 
Masters and servants ordin- 

ATIC OS Wier an EV terete ley: 31 i6 28 27 12 le 8 
Killing and wounding animals. 4 3 9 2 2 0 0 
Othervottences Aes mera: Ba: 24 39 22 45 50° 81 57 

Moballshrvele acre bic: 332 293 317 463 263 286 278 


“The first three quarters only. 
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In proportion to the estimated population it may be said that the North-west Ter- 
ritories, as regards summary convictions, offer the lowest standard of criminality, not 
only in Canada, but elsewhere, for nearly every year above given. 

Here is the total number of convicts received from the North-west Territories at 
the Manitoba Penitentiary for a period of six years :— 


Males. Females 


SS paca stays sd 12 G yas aha (sen Lente Rae CL UEY eros tet olay reat 9 AV, ll 0 
USS Si areetns s/o wide « Gils ayarelnus togane: ee coh web seme te ron ray cmee kctatta, 2 eaeeye tah a 6 0 
Ufctoh Ja /Sutac hc bigs oN Racor eOR ESO ISR chd 9 6-005 6S. LianO.o Gale De ans pene 10 0 
tole Diss 28 Soa COE REAR a oh dole o 56 Oya ato othe uae 20 0 
OO eis nicr a teste sues, tearle 5 chek au dtanenenertuae Meegateteneir reer ame ental eiaPolet fe 18 1 
lich ae 8 ain o kip PKC MEDI en alc onoh cg bac hate e am aners 13 1 


It will be noticed that the above statement does not mention any female convict 
being sent from the Territories to the Manitoba Penitentiary, prior to the year 1891. 
T have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your very obedient servant, 


J. ROYAL, 


Lieutenant-Governor of the North-west Territories. 


These figures represent the number of persons tried, whether convicted or discharged. (Seeretary 
Gordon’s letter, November 27, 1893). Vote by the Commission. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 
BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


VICTORIA, November 17, 1892. 
The Royal Commission on the Liquor Traffic met here this day. 


Present : 


JUDGE McDona.p. Rev. Dr. McLeop. 


ROBERT BEAVEN, of Victoria, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


39057. You are Mayor of the City of Victoria, I believe ?—Yes. 

39058. And a Member of the Provincial Legislature for this city ?—Yes. 

39059. What is your occupation /—I am out of business. 

39060. How long have you resided in British Columbia or Vancouver Island ?—In 
British Columbia for a number of years ; I do not recollect the number, probably 30 years. 

39061. During that time have you resided altogether in Victoria?—No; I have 
resided here permanently since 1886. 

39062. During the time of your residence in this province has there always been in 
force a license law in regard to the liquor traffic ?—I think so. 

39063. Has there ever been a prohibitory law in force in this province ’—Not that 
I am aware of. 

39064. Never within your recollection. Was there ever untrammelled sale /—Not 
to my knowledge. The question of dealing with the liquor traffic was not brought to 
my attention very much until I became a member of the Legislature. 

39065. During the time of your residence in British Columbia, have you found 
any change to have taken place in regard to the social habits of the people respecting 
the use of intoxicating liquors as beverages? Is there more or less used now than 
formerly !—I certainly do not know. 

39066. Have you noticed that as the pepulation has increased, the social habits of the 
people have changed, so that there is less drinking than formerly ?—I cannot say that I 
have noticed any change; at all events, I have not noticed any change of material impor- 
tence. The Customs-house would give that class of information I think. 

39067. The Customs returns would show, of course, the quantity brought in; but 
I am inquiring as to the habits of the people, whether more intoxicating liquors are 
used than formerly /—I cannot express an opinion on that subject. 

39068. How long have you been Mayor of the city !—Since last January. 

39069. How long have you been a member of the Legislature ’—I think about 21 
years, ever since Confederation. 

39070. Taking the population as a whole, as you have known the people, are they 
sober and law-abiding ?—I should certainly say so. 

39071. Are the business interests of the city in a prosperous condition ?—I 
think so. 
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39072. Are you able to say, from your knowledge, whether the business interests 
of the city have been, or are to any extent affected by the liquor traffic in one way or 
the other ?—I think some one more actively engaged in business would be better able to 
answer that question than I am. 

39073. Are you acquainted at all practically with the working of the license law ? 
—Yes. 

39074. How does it work ?—I sit as a member of the licensing Court. 

39075. For the purpose of granting licenses /— Yes. 

39076. Then you sit in the Court as Mayor of the city /—Of course my experience 
is as Mayor of the city, although I have been Mayor only since January last. 

39077. Have any licenses been granted ?—If my memory serves me rightly, two 
or three. 

39078. Have you an Inspector of licenses for the city /—No. 

39079. Who looks after houses that are licensed !—The police. 

39080. Has the city an officer who issues licenses and receives fees?—No; the 
License Commissioner attends to that matter. 

39081. Then he is the executive officer regarding licenses and the payment of fees ? 
—Yes. 

39082. Of course he would be able to give statistics in regard to the number of 
licenses !—I can tell you that. 

39083. How many are there !—I desire to explain to the Commission that there are 
different classes of liquor licenses in the city. We have, first, what are known as the old 
liquor licenses, which were introduced a great many years ago. The holder comes to the 
collector once every six months and pays the license fee. He does not come before the 
Licensing Board at all, unless there is some complaint made against the house by the 
police or somebody else. That system was changed a short time ago. 

39084. What fee do those people pay !—Each pays $100 every six months, or $200 
a year. Those are called retail liquor licenses. The system was changed last year, and 
all licenses issued after April 30, 1891, are issued differently. 

39085. What is the present system !—The licenses are only granted for six months ; 
and in order to obtain a renewal, the holder must come before the Licensing Board, and 
must have the license granted to him, or refused, as the Board think fit. 

39086. What is the fee he pays ?—The same as the other retailers. The business 
is the same, the only difference being that the holder has to come before the Board. The 
holder has to advertise for 30 days before the sitting of the Board that he intends to 
apply for renewal of license during the ensuing six months. 

39087. On what guarantee is he allowed to sell ?—He is allowed to sell by the police 
on the retail liquor license. We have those two classes of retail liquor licenses. Then 
we have a restaurant license and bottle license and wholesale license. The restaurant 
license allows selling, as provided for in the Statute : 

‘* Any person who keeps a restaurant and supplies beer and porter and wine with meals and not 
otherwise.” 

That is a restaurant license. 

39088. What is the fee for a restaurant license ?—$25 every six months or $50 a 
year. 
39089. Do they have to secure a renewal the same as the retailers ?—Yes, if the 
license had been issued after the date I mentioned. There are two restaurants holding 
retail licenses, 

39090. What is a bottle license ’—It is defined in the Statute in this way : 

‘« Hvery person holding a retail license issued under section 1 or 5 or 6 of this section, who sells, 
barters or traffic, by retailing unfermented, spirituous or other liquors in a shop, store or place, 
other than ina saloon, ale or beer house or other houses of public entertaiment, in quantities of 
not less than a reputed pint bottle, at any one time to any one person, and at the time of sale wholly 
removes and takes away the liquor in quantities of not less than one reputed pint bottle, for each 
house or place where such vending is carried on, the license fee for such shall not exceed $75 for 
every six months.” 

The fee is $75 the highest rate the Legislature authorized. 

RosBert BEaven, ' 
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39091. What is a wholesale license ?—It is defined in this way: 


“* Any person not having a retail license as above and vending spirituous and fermented liquors 
by wholesale, that is to any in quantities of not less than two gallons for each house or place, shall 
pay a license not exceeding $50 for every six months.” 


$50 is the rate the city levies. 

39092. On the retail and restaurant licenses, under which liquor may be sold by 
the glass, may the dealers sell in large quantities also ?—No, not wholesale. 

39093. The licensee is confined to sale by the glass!—Yes. I suppose a restaurant 
could sell by the bottle, and put it on the table. 

39094. Are the hotel feés the same ?—This is what the Statute says: 


‘“ Any person vending wines, spirits, beer or other fermented or intoxicating liquors by retail in 
any building in use as an hotel and containing not less than 30 rooms, actually furnished and used 
for hotel purposes, and for each house or place where such vending is carried on, not less than $100 
and not more than $200 for every six months.” 


39095. $100 is the fee charged, we understand !— Yes. 

39096. Would you class the hotel license as different from the retail license !—Not 
particularly, they are the same. 

39097. Will you kindly give the Commission the number of licenses ?—Retail bar 
licenses: hotels 31, saloons 47, restaurants 5, retail liquor licenses 2, making a total of 
85, paying $100 every six months. Bottle licenses and groceries combined, 3, paying 
$75 each month. Restaurants, selling beer, porter and wine with meals, 3, each paying 
$25 every six months. Wholesale liquor licenses, 21, paying $50 each every six months. 
Total, 107. 

39098. What is the total income /—I can give you a return of it. 

39099. Is that a return for 1891 ?—No, it is a return for 1892. 

39100. Are you able to speak with regard to 1891? Ihave a return here for 1891, 
which was handed to me, and the figures differ slightly from your return ?—Are they: 
more or less. 

39101. They include six breweries /—They come under the Dominion License Act. 

39102. There is no local license exacted, I suppose. Do you know whether there 
are six breweries here ?—No. 

39103. Are there any breweries !/—Yes. 

39104. Any distilleries !—No, I think not. 

39105. The figures for the return of 1891 are as follows: 29 hotels, at $200, $5,800 
47 saloons at $200, $9,400 ; two restaurants at $200; $400 ; 8 wholesale at $100, $800 ; 
14 retail at $100, $1,400; 4 restaurants at $50, $200; Total $18,000. Six breweries 
payment not given. 

39106. There is a material difference between the figures, I observe !—I fancy they 
are correct. 

39107. I notice from this return that the income for the city from this source is put 
down as $18,000 ?—That amount is very likely to be correct. 

39108. There has not been a very large difference in the current year?—No. It is 
very difficult to obtain a license in Victoria just now. 

39109. Are there requisite preliminaries to be complied with before a license is 
obtained ?—Until the last session of the Legislature the principle of local option was in 
vogue in this city. For instance, if you wanted to obtain a license for a building 
situated as this is, on a corner, the applicant would have to obtain a certain number 
of property holders living in the block and three adjoining blocks before he could get 
a license granted to him. That system continued in operation until the last session of 
the Legislature when a new clause was inserted in the by-law. This year there were 
no licenses issued. I will read the clause to you. 

“ Notwithstanding anything contained in the Act, any applicant for a license to sell wine, spirits, 
heer or other fermented or intoxicating liquor in an hotel, containing not less than 30 rooms, used or 
to be used for hotel purposes, shall not be required to obtain a requisition or petition signed by 
householders, for the granting of such license, but application for such license shall be made direct to 
the Board of Licensing Commissioners not less than 30 days before the sitting of said Board, through 


the Clerk of the said Board ; notice of such application shall be published in some newspaper circu- 
lating n the municipality and the said application to be made and posted up in a conspicuous place 
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upon the outside of the premises sought to be licensed, in such a manner as to be readily perceived by 
the public, for a space of at least 30 days before the sitting of said Board, and the Board of Licensing 
Comunissioners shall have power to grant such license for the term of one year or to renew the same 
upon the expiration thereof, if, in the opinion of a majority of the Board the making such grant 
or renewal is in the public interest. 

“In the event of the premises named in such license being destroyed by fire, torn down, removed 

or closed for the purpose of rebuilding or improvement, it shall be lawful for the Board of Licensing 
Commissioners to grant to the holder of such license, permission to sell liquor and the authority of 
the license temporarily, in any other premises in the immediate vicinity thereof during such 
rebuilding ete,. But after the rebuilding or improvement of the formerly licensed premises has been 
completed, provided the owner desires to obtain a license for the same, the license shall be furnished 
in the name of the owner (if suitable person) or of any suitable person satisfactory to the owner, such 
suitability to be established to the satisfaction of the License Board ; but in case the owner shall not 
require to continue the license for the originally licensed premises, then the Board may permit the 
licensee to transfer the license toany premises to be approved of by the Board.” 
There is a vast difference between that clause and the clause in the Statute. This 
provided that no petition shall be necessary before granting a hotel license, and it 
authorizes the granting of such a license for 12 months and allows the Commissioners 
to renew it. It was undoubtedly a very decided change. 

39110. Have you any provision in your law prohibiting sale to minors /—Yes, 
that is a provision of the law. 

39111. Under the statute law of this province, sale may not be made to minors ?— 
No. 

39112. Is sale prohibited on Sunday ?—Yes. 

39113. And are there any prohibited hours !—Yes. 

39114. Have you any law preventing the sale of other articles with intoxicating 
beverages, that is to say separating the sale of groceries from the sale of liquors ; or may 
a man who sells groceries have a license to sell intoxicating liquors !—No; I think he 
could not, at least without violating the law. 

39115. Then it would be contrary to law ?—I think so. Of course I shall be glad 
to give the Commission a copy of the Statute. 

39116. Is there any provision in the law for inspection of liquor sold in those 
places in order to see that it is pure ?—There is no provincial law that I am aware of 
covering that matter. Of course it comes under the Dominion Act. 

39117. Have you reason to believe there is illicit sale in this city /—No, I have 
not. 

39118. No statement or report has been given to you that would give you reason 
to suppose that such illicit sale takes place here !—I was tola during the last session of 
the Legislature that the effect of the Sunday closing Act was that it induced Chinese 
and others to take liquor outside of the city limits and sell on Sunday. I drew the 
attention of the Attorney General to the matter, and he tried to prevent it. 

39119. Are there any municipal regulations as to the sale of liquor in billiard and 
pool rooms ?!—They come under the regulations respecting retail licenses. 

39120. Is there a license for a billiard table ?— Yes. 

39121. Do the proprietors of such rooms have license to sell liquor ?— Yes. 

39122. In evidence taken before the Commission in Montreal, a very strong argu- 
ment was made that sale of liquor should not be permitted in places licensed as billiard 
and pool rooms. Have you any opinion on the subject !—It is a matter on which I have 
not formed an opinion. 

39123, From your observation, if either the hotel bar or the saloon bar had to be 
dispensed with, which do you think it would be better to abolish?—That opens up a 
very large question. Any one who wishes to drink will do so, and the hotel bar pro- 
vides greater facilities for doing so than the saloon. 

39124, Have you any opinion on the matter !—I cannot say that I have formed an 
opinion on the subject. Perhaps you will explain the question to me a little more fully. 

39125. It really amounts to this: suppose there was a prohibitory law enacted, 
doing away with either the hotel bar or the saloon, which would it be preferable in the 
interests of the community to dispense with ?—It is just as I have said ; if persons are 
disposed to obtain liquor they are able to obtain as much as they like in an hotel or in 
a saloon for that matter. I do not know which it would be preferable to dispense with. 

RoBert Braven. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, BRITISH COLUMBIA. 473 


39126. Are you, in Victoria, troubled with a class of people who are constantly 
before the police courts and are sentenced to short terms and afterwards appear again, 
and so keep up the promenade the year round ?—I am afraid we have some such persons, 
but no doubt the Police Magistrate will be able to give all the information you wish on 
that subject. 

39127. If you have considered the matter, will you tell the Commission whether, 
in your opinion, it would be better, in dealing with such people to continue the present 
system of bringing them before the courts and sentencing them for short terms, or 
would it be better to confine such persons for lengthy terms in an institution with a view 
to their reformation ?—If there are any means by which they can be reformed, it would be 
a kind act to do to them. 

39128. It has been suggested that it is desirable to treat them the same way as 
weak-minded people are treated and to provide asylums specially adapted for their 
accommodation and treatment !—We have not very many of that class, but there is a 
small number. ; 

39129. Are light wines and ales much used in British Columbia ?—I fancy so. 

39130. Taking your community and your people, do you think the use of light 
wines and ales should be encouraged instead of the use of heavier liquors ?—I could not 
express an opinion on that subject. 

39131. Are you able to say whether the tastes of the people run more to drinking 
liquors or light wines and ales?—No. Those matters have not come generally under 
my notice. 

39132. You have here a state of things which does not exist in any other part of 
the Dominion, and that is a large Chinese population /— Yes. 

39133. Taking them as a class, are they sober people ?—They have their own 
particular liquors, which they import; but I could not say as to whether they are sober 
or not. 

39134. I am asking you as a citizen?—Il think their particular weaknesses are 
opium and gambling. . 

39135. Then you are not troubled with them so far as the use of intoxicating 
liquor is concerned ?—I do not think you ever see a drunken Chinaman on the streets, 

but of course the police records will show the facts. 

39136. Have you had any experience whatever in the working of a prohibitory 
law ?—None whatever. 

39137. Knowing this province and the character of the population, do you think 
a prohibitory law, a law to prohibit the manufacture, importation and _ sale of 
intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes, could be practically carried out, so as to 
suppress the use of those liquors !—I think it would be a very difficult law to carry out. 

39138. In case of the enactment of such a law, do you deem it right that brewers 
and distillers should be compensated for their loss of plant and machinery /—You have 
asked a question which a man should consider very carefully before expressing an 
opinion. J confess that I have not considered the question sufficiently to be able to 
answer it. 

39139. Are there any suggestions you could make in regard to the license law as it 
exists at the present time ?—Do you mean as it exists in the municipality ? 

39140. I mean amendments that would make it more workable and place it in a 
better position ?—Our Provincial Legislature can amend the law as it wishes. 

39141. That is quite true.—I certainly think we would improve that law if that 
section which I read was obliterated and the old one substituted. The License Board, 
I may remark, is a body in regard to which you have not made any inquiries. 

39142. We should be very glad to hear any suggestions that you could offer /—The 
License Board consists of the Police Magistrate of the city, the Mayor, ex officio, and an 
alderman appointed by the Municipal Council. I do not know whether there is a 
different provision in the other provinces or not. 

39143. Taking your license law as a whole and as it exists at the present time, do 
you find it work satisfactorily ?—With one exception I think it works well. The law 
as regard to hotels should be placed as it was formerly. 
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By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


39144. Is the license law as it exists to-day a recent enactment !—Yes, it has only 
been in force during the last few years. I had a great deal to do with that enactment. 

39145. In what respect does the present license law differ from the preceding 
one ’—In this: Formerly a person wishing to get a license could simply go before the 
Board of License Commissioners, and they would grant a license, if they wished to do so. 
The wrong in that system was, that if you wanted to obtain a license you simply had to 
say so, and the Magistrates would grant it, and you paid the fee and obtained the 
lieense. 

39146. You had charge of the legislation, I believe ?—I introduced the Act and 
carried it through the Legislature. 

39147. Can you state what suggested the change !—What suggested it to my mind 
was the fact that there were ifeenses granted in residential portions of the city, where 
the people were very much opposed to them. I thought it only right that the people 
living there should have some say in the matter. 

39148. Was the change proposed with the understanding that the old system 
worked harmfully !—It worked very well after a time, but like very many other things, 
as circumstances changed, it became necessary to change the system. It became so to 
my mind, and the majority of the Legislature agreed with me. Mr. Robson, who was a 
Member of the House at that time, aided me in bringing about the change, although 
we were on different sides in the Legislature. 

39149. Do you know whether public opinion had changed in this respect, that 
whereas public opinion was quite satisfied with the old system, it was then thought 
that restrictions should be placed on the trade ?—I think the feeling was that there were 
enough licenses issued in Victoria, and that they should not be so easily obtained as 
they were before. 

39150. Has the license system limited the number of places for sale of drink in 
Victoria and throughout the Province ?—I think so. 

39151. Do the petitions necessary to obtain a license and also other petitions 
connected with the license law, apply equally to the country places and to the city /—We 
have a little different system in the country municipalities. It is not so dittcult to 
obtain a license in the country places as it is in the city. Of course Vancouver has a 
license law of its own ; New Westminster also has a different one. Victoria and Nanaimo 
were under this law : New Westminster was under a different law and Vancouver 
under still another. 

39152. Do you know whether there are any rural districts in which no licenses are 
granted !—That I could not say. 

39153. Do I understand that some of the licenses are permanent, that they do not 
need renewal, and the holder is simply required to pay the fee ?—That is correct. Those 
were issued under the old system. So long as there are no complaints made against the 
house or the holder of the license, the holder simply goes up to the Treasurer’s office 
every six months and pays his fee. 

39154. Does the license belong to the house or the individual /—The license was 
granted to the individual for the premises. There was a provision put into the Statute 
last year to the effect that if the licensed house was torn down or was being repaired 
the holder of the license could obtain a temporary permission from the Mayor and 
Licensing Board to carry on the business somewhere in the vicinity, or if a building was 
put up, it had to be returned to the particular locality: that is if the owner of the 
building required it. It gave the owner a sort of interest in the business, which he had 
not before. 

39155. As a matter of fact, did the license expire if the person owning it died ?-— 
No ; the license is dealt with by the executors. 

39156. Are there many such licenses ?—They form the greater part of the licenses. 
Only since 1891 has the system been changed. 

39157. Has there been any complaints against such licensed premises, which have 
resulted in the law being carried out ?/—I think so. I think there was a case about a 
year ago, the Standard Theatre, and the law was exercised. 
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39158. Speaking of sale to minors ; who are minors under British Columbia law ?— 
I can tell you by sending for a copy of the Statutes, but I really forget the exact age. 

39159. Have you noticed whether the licensees generally observe the provisions 
of the license law?—I do not exactly understand you. 

39160. Has it come to your attention whether men holding licenses violate the 
provisions of the law ; do they sell after certain hours, and on the Sabbath ?—The law 
says they shall not sell on Sunday. 

39161. Do they observe that provision of the law /—So far as my knowledge goes, 
they observe it. 

39162. Have violators of the law been prosecuted ?—Yes. Of course that law has 
only been in force for a short time ; I do not think over a year. It is said by some that 
that law gives restaurants and hotels an advantage over those holding saloon licenses. 

39163. Have you noticed whether the restriction in the number of places has 
lessened the amount of drinking in the community ’—I cannot say. 

39164. Have you noticed whether the liquor traffic and the liquor habit affect the 
social life of the community, beneficially or otherwise ’—I am thrown very little in the 
way of such matters, so that I am hardly able to express an opinion on a subject of that 
kind. 

39165. Have you formed an opinion as to whether a general prohibitory law, that 
is a law to prevent the manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for 
beverage purposes, could be enforced; and if so, whether it would be beneficial or 
injurious !—I cannot express an opinion on that subject. I have not been east for a 
great many years, and I am well aware that conditions change very materially in a very 
few years. 

39166. Have you noticed whether public sentiment in regard to the drink habit 
and the drink trade has changed within your recollection in British Columbia ?—As I 
have explained, I think there is a tendency to restrict the number of licenses issued. I 
think, so far as I can gauge public sentiment, there are quite enough licenses issued in 
Victoria. 

. 39167. What is the population of Victoria —About 25,000 ; some say it is 20,000. 

39168. And there are 107 licenses issued here !— Yes. 

39169. That would be 1 to 250 people ?—That is taking wholesale and everything. 
I think there are 47 saloon licenses ; at one time there were 80. 

39170. And there are 21 hotels !—They are hotels. If you wish to drink, you can 
drink as easily in an hotel as in a saloon. Of course there is a great difference in the 
way the places are managed. 


By Judge McDonald : 


39171. You have expressed an opinion that the Sunday laws press heavily on the 
restaurants, hotels and saloons ?— Yes. 

39172. In saloons there is more business carried on after prohibited hours !—Yes. 

39173. Are there billiard and pool rooms also !—Yes, and sale of cigars. 

39174. Is no provision made for ordinary meals !—TI fancy there is food provided, 
if it is necessary. 

39175. But not unless a customer wishes it !—No. 

39176. You have spoken of licenses running on under the old system without being 
renewed, and so becoming, as it were, connected with the individual. In case of des- 
truction of the house by fire or otherwise, and the man not rebuilding, would the license 
then exist ’—In the Statute the Board of License Commissioners have power to authorize 
the holder of the license to sell somewhere else. 

39177. You were asked whether you thought a prohibitory law could be enforced, 
and I think you said you had not considered the question ?—It would be very difficult 
to enforce. 

39178. Take such a law as existed recently in the North-west Territories, which 
adjoin this province ; the power of search was given to the authorities in order to search 
for liquor, and in these Territories there was maintained a large force of Mounted Police 
for the purpose of carrying out that law. From your knowledge of the people of British 
Columbia, do you think they would be satisfied to have such a law enacted and applied 
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to this province, a law that would give the right of search of person and residence, in 
order to ascertain whether the people had liquor or not ’—Does it work satisfactorily in 
the North-west Territories? 

39179. That is one of the questions we have to report on. The Act is not in force 
there now, for they have a license law there. I ask you the question in this way : You 
are an old resident here, you know the people and their temperament and their habits: 
do you believe such a law would be congenial to them !—I would not like to speak in 
regard to other people’s opinions, for it is a matter that has never been mooted here to 
my knowledge. 

39180. You understand that the question refers to what is called national pro- 
hibition. It is proposed by the advocates of prohibition to prohibit breweries and dis- 
tilleries, and so prevent liquor being manufactured in this country, and also imported, 
except for medicinal, mechanical and sacramental purposes?—You must obtain that 
information from somebody else. 

39181. All you say, then, is that such a law would be very difficult to enforce !— 
Yes: 


WELLINGTON J. DOWLER, of Victoria, Clerk of the Municipal Council, on 
being duly sworn, deposed as follows : 


By Judge McDonald : 


39182. Are you Clerk of the Police Court ?—Yes. 

39183. How long have you resided in this province ?—About 12 years. 

39184. Have you lived all that time in Victoria!—No, I have lived in this city 
probably four or five years. 

39185. How long have you been City Clerk !—About three and a half years. 

39186. Did you come here from one of the other provinces ?—Yes, from Ontario, 
from Toronto. 

39187. As City Clerk, have you anything to do with the working of the license law ? 
—Nothing that I am aware of further than to act as Clerk of the Licensing Court. I 
have nothing to do in connection with the working of the system, except receiving pay- 
ments. 

39188. Have you any knowledge respecting the granting of licenses other than that 
the Mayor possesses /—No. 

39189. As Clerk of the Police Court have you anything to do with infringements 
of the provisions of the law?—Yes. Frequently with respect to selling liquor to Indians. 
Occasionally that is done by saloons and hotels. 

39190: In such cases, is it very difficult to get proof ?—Very. 

39191. Do you find the witnesses troubled with wretched memories in connection 
with the facts of cases 1—Yes. 

39192. Do you find that other people are sent into saloons to get liquor for the 
Indians ?—Yes, mostly Chinamen. They are the people who violate the law. 

39193. Are any Chinamen licensed to sell liquor in this city /—No. 

39194. Have any cases been brought up for selling liquor on Sunday or to minors, 
or cases of that kind /—At the beginning of last year there was a law passed closing up 
saloons on Sunday. There have been some infringements of the law, but they have not 
been brought before the Police Court. 

39195. Have you many cases of drunkenness brought before the court /— Yes, quite 
a number. 

39196. Are any of those individuals brought up again and again ?—Yes. We have 
a number of habitual drunkards, although I do not think there is a large number 
considering the size of the city. 
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39197. Have you considered whether in regard to those people who are constantly 
being brought before the court, it would not be better to lock them up in inebriate 
asylums or some other place where they would have a chance of being reformed ?—I 
think it would be’ a good plan. 

39198. Have you had any experience of the working of a prohibitory law ?—No, I 
have not, further than what I saw under the North-west Act. 

39199. Have you lived in the Territories !—No, I have no practical knowledge. 

39200. Are you in a position to say whether such a prohibitory law could be enforced 
in this country !—It would be difficult to do so. 

39201. Taking this community as a whole, do you find it to be a sober and law- 


abiding one /—Yes. 


39202. You think this community would compare favourably with towns in the 
eastern provinces where you have lived !—No ; in Toronto there is much less drunkenness 
than here, generally speaking. 

39203. Have you a large nautical or seafaring population here ?—We have a con- 
siderable floating population. 

39204. Do any of them appear before the Police Court ’—Yes, a few. Of course 
they are sailors. 

39205. Of course there are more at some seasons than at others?—Yes. When the 
sealing vessels are in, there are a number of men here. 

39206. Have you considered whether, in the event of the passage of a general 
prohibitory law, it would right to compensate brewers and distillers for their loss of 
plant and machinery !—TI have not given the subject such consideration as would enable 
me to give_an opinion on it. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


39207. You are Clerk of the Police Court 1—Yes. 

39208. You have charge of the records of the cases that come before the Magis- 
trate 1—Yes. 

39209. You make the record !— Yes. 

39210. Will you give us a copy of the record, showing the number of arrests for 
drunkenness ?—Yes ; I have just sent the return to Ottawa, but I have a record that 
will show the number of arrests for this year. 

39211. You have sent away the returns for the year !—Yes. 

39212. Do they include the arrests for drunkenness /—Yes, and the offences that 
are dealt with by the Police Magistrate. 

39213. Is there a large proportion of the cases due to drink ?—Yes. 

39214. What proportion /—I may say fully three-fourths, except such cases as 
larceny. 

39215. Have you many of the class called repeaters in the list of drunkards, men 
who come before the court once a fortnight or once a month ?—There are a number of 
them. 

39216. Speaking of cases other than those for drunkenness, are any of them due, 
directly or indirectly, to the use of liquor, such, for example, as disorders and larceny !— 
Possibly. 

39217. Vagrancy, &c. ?—Quite so. 

39218. Will it be possible for you to give us a report of the cases /— Yes; but the 
Chief of Police will be able to give you information. 

39219. Do you know whether drunkenness is increasing, as shown by your 
record ?—I have an idea that it is increasing, but the population is increasing. 

39220. Does drunkenness keep pace with the increase in population ?—I rather 
think so. 

39221. I think we understood that there were fewer licenses issued now than 
formerly. Do you‘know whether that has lessened the amount of drinking ?—I could 
not answer that question. 

39222. Do you from your official position, think that the license law is violated by 
the licensees, in that they sell during certain prohibited hours and on the Sabbath ?—I 
am not prepared from my official knowledge to say anything about that. 
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39223. Do cases of such violations come before the Police Court !—They did at the 
beginning of the year more than they have recently done. I do not know whether they 
are selling or not on Sunday. 

39224. Do you know whether there is illicit sale, that is sale by others than 
by licensees ?—F rom hear say only. 

39225. Have such cases come before the court !—They have not ; but I understand 
they occur. 

39226. Have you considered the question as to whether prohibition, well enforced, 
would be beneficial or injurious to the country, in its business affairs and its social 
life ?—I think it would. 

39227. Would be beneficial or injurious ?—I think it would, all things considered. 
I am not prepared to say as to the enforcement. I think it would be rather difficult to 
do that. 

39228. You think the enforcement would be somewhat difficult ?—I certainly do, 
from the history of past efforts. 

39229. Do you think it would be advantageous to limit the number of licenses in 
Victoria ?—It might. 

39230. Of that you are not sure /—No 


HENRY WILLIAM SHEPPARD, of Victoria, Superintendent of City Police, on 
being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judse McDonald : 


39231. Were you appointed by the city authorities or by the: Provincial Govern- 
ment /—By the city authorities. 

39232. How long have you held office?—I have been Superintendent for four 
years. 

39233. How long have you resided in British Columbia ?—A little over thirty 

ears. 
a 39234. During the whole of that time has there been license law in force in con~ 
nection with the sale of intoxicating liquors ?—Yes. 

39235, Have you had any experience of a prohibitory law in any country ? 

39236. How large a force have you in the city ?—22 men all told. 

39237. Are their duties confined to the city of Victoria, or are they for the pro- 
vince as well !—We are confined to the city. 

39238. Are the members of the force also appointed by the Council /—Yes. 

39239. Speaking generally, what are the duties you have to discharge /—Instruct 
my men and see that they do their duty. 

39240. You look after the enforcement of the city by-laws, I suppose ?—Yes. 

39241. And of the license law also ?—Yes. 

39242. And prosecute for illegal selling ?—Yes. 

39243, Are all these questions brought before the Police Magistrate !—Yes. 

39244. Take the license law and the way it is observed: have you reason to believe 
that the law is fairly well carried out ?—Yes. 

39245. The last witness spoke of cases being brought before the court in the begin- 
ning of the year. Was that when the law came in ?—Yes, there were three cases before 
the court. 

39246. Has there been a diminution in the number of cases ? Yes, there have been 
none since. & 

39247. Have you reason to believe that there is no unlicensed sale going on ?—No, 
I do not think there is any. 

39248. Do you believe the law is fairly well observed ?—Fairly well. 
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39249. From your experience, are there any changes you can suggest in the law ? 
—The only change I can suggest is that saloons should not have a license unless they 
provide beds and board. : 

39250. You think they should be brought under the class of hotels or restaurants ? 
—Yes, I think that would be better. 

39251. I suppose in the discharge of your duties, you go about the city pretty 
generally ?—Yes. 

39252. Do you find the people, as a whole, sober and law-abiding people ?—Yes, 
compared with almost any part of the world. I have been all over the world nearly, 
and I think this is one of the quietest places I have ever been in. j 

39253. You have here quite a seafaring population ?—Yes, when the sealing fleet 
comes in we have quite a few. * 

39254, Then you have here quite a large Chinese population /—Yes. 

39255. So far as they are concerned, are they sober ?—Yes. I do not think in our 
whole history we have had more than three Chinamen ever arrested for being drunk. 

39256. You have, of course, people brought up frequently for drunkenness? 
— Yes. 

39257. Are they sent to jail?—Yes, they serve a term. 

39258. How long is the term ?—It ranges from ten days to two months. 

39259. From your experience with such people, do you think the present system of 
sending these men to prison for short terms is better than sending them for long periods 
to inebriate institutions with a view to their reformation ?—I think the latter would be 
the better way. 

39260.- They have lost all control of themselves !/—Yes, they appear to have done 
80. 

39261. Taking your knowledge of the people, and living amongst them, and taking 
those who use intoxicating drinks as beverages, would the number of those who drink to 
excess be large or small ?—It would not be very large. 

39262. Would it only be a small percentage of the whole !/—Yes. 

39363. Then of that small percentage, some drink to excess more than others ? 
—Yes. 

39264. Have you considered at all the advisability of enacting a general prohibitory 
law 1—Yes, and I do not think it would be advisable. 

39265. If enacted, could it be enforced, taking this country as it is?’—I do not 
think it is needed. 

39266. Do you think it could be enforced if passed !—Yes. 

39267. And the authorities would be able to prevent liquor being brought in ?—No 
doubt, smuggling would go on. In this island you could smuggle almost anything. 

39268. Have you a copy of your annual report with you !—Yes. (Copy of report 
filed. 

Jon I observe there were 406 cases of drunkenness last year according to your 
report 1— Yes. 

39270. And 804 cases brought before the court ’—Yes, they were not all arrested. 

39271. That was the number of total convictions !—Yes, that included the by-law 
cases. 

39272. Of the total, 406 were cases of drunkenness !— Yes. 

39273. I observe the cases of Indians number 231 ?—Yes. 

39274. And of those 175 were for being drunk ?—Yes. 

39275. In the cases of the Indians, did you try to find out where they got the 
liquor ?-—Yes. The Chinese generally got it for them. 

39276. Did you succeed in making cases ?—In a few cases. 

39277. You had 29 convictions !—Yes, for supplying them. 

39278. Were eye so convicted licensed /—No. 

39279. They unlicensed 1— Yes. 

39280. Out of 175 cases of Indians, there were 29 convicted the second time ?—Yes. 

39281. And 8 prosecutions were dismissed !—Yes. 

39282. Then there were 42 persons convicted for vagrancy !—Yes. 

39283. I see you had 79 Chinese convicted !—Yes. 
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39284. I congratulate you, Chief, on the way this report is prepared, for it is one 
of the best compiled reports I have ever seen. Can you file copies to the Commission ? 
—Yes, I can file reports for seven years. 

39285. Have you considered the question, whether in the event of the passing of a 
general prohibitory iaw, brewers and distillers should be compensated for their loss of 
plant and machinery ?—Yes, I most certainly think so. 


By Rew. Dr. McLeod ; 


39286. Why would you compensate them !/—They have been at a very large outlay 
for their machinery, and the passing of such a law would cut off their business, and it 
‘would be practically ruinous to them. 

39287. Do you understand that they are only licensed from year to year to carry 
on business ’—They are licensed, I believe, by the Dominion. Of course the city 
derives nothing from that. 

39288. Being licensed from year to year, does not the right to carry on the business 
close with the end of the year ?— Yes. 

39289. And yet you think it would be right to compensate them for the loss they 
sustained by the closing up of their business ’—Yes. 

39290. Or for the plant they employed /—That would be part of their outlay. 

39291. Have you any breweries here !—Yes, there are five, two small and three 
large ones. 

39292. Are they supposed to be making money ?—I cannot tell you. 

39293. Do they do a large business /—Yes. 

39294. And yet you would compensate them. Would you have the Dominion 
compensate them ?—Yes, if the Dominion collects the license fees. 

39295. Then you would have the people taxed in the country to pay to compensate 
these men !—Certainly not. 

39296. How then would the Government get money with which to compensate 
them ?—I suppose it would have to come from the people ultimately. 

39297. I notice a certain number of cases of drunkenness, not quite one-half, out 
of the total cases. What proportion of the other offences are connected with drunken- 
ness 1—I judge one-third. 

39298. What proportion of the people are total abstainers’—-I do not know that 
any of them are. 

39299. What proportion of the people brought before the court are total abstainers ? 
—I could not answer that question. 

39300. Do you think there has been any change in the customs of the people as 
regards drinking ; do you think drinking has increased or decreased ’—It has increased, 
because the population has increased. 

39301. Has it increased in a greater ratio than the population ?—I think it has, to 
some extent. 

39302. I think you said there were no illicit places here /—Yes. 

39303. I noticed that when you mentioned cases of sale of liquor to Indians, you 
said there were 29 cases and the persons sold illicitly —A Chinaman would meet an 
Indian and go in and get a_ bottle of liquor for himself, andhe would give it to the 
Indian. 

39304. So they supplied the Indians by the bottle /—Yes. 

39305. Do you know whether the licensees observe carefully the provisions of the 
law ?—They do. 

39306. Are they open all night ’—Yes. There is no hour for closing, except on 
Saturday, when they close at 11 p.m. until. Monday. 

39307. Do you think they sell on Sunday !—I believe some do. Many of them 
close. We cannot watch the places all day and there are people in and out all that 
time, and all night too. The law should compel the dealers to remain closed. 

39308. Then you could not say whether drinking was going on or not !—No. 

39309. How many mne have you on the force !—Twenty-two, all told. 

39310. Are they instructed to watch the licensed places, to see that they keep the 
law ?—Certainly. 
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39311. And do they make some complaints ?—Yes. 

39312. Do you find it difficult to obtain convictions in such cases /—Yes. 

39313. What is the trouble ?—The trouble is that when the constable goes into 
these places there is nobody drinking 

39314. Unless he goes in in disguise, I suppose !— Yes. 

39315. Are there very many juvenile cases before the court ?—I do not think there 
are ever any such cases. 

39316. Is it the habit of your men to arrest men who are drunk ?—-Yes. 

39317. For instance, if a man was drunk, but was going home quietly, would they 
arrest him ?—No. 

39318. But if he was creating a disturbance they would ?—Yes. 

39319. Are the majority of those arrested for drunkenness making a row ?—Yes. 

39320. Are there many houses of ill-fame in Victoria?, Do they sell liquor ?—Yes, 
there are quite a few, and they sell liquor. 

39321. Are they licensed to sell ?—No. 

39322. Are these places raided by the police sometimes ?—Yes. 

39323. Have you any idea as to how many there are?—I could not tell you just 
now. 

39324. Could you send a statement to the Commission ?—Yes. 1 think there are 
about 30. 

39325. And you think liquor is sold in all of them ?—Yes. 


FARQUHAR MacCRAH, of Victoria, Police Magistrate, on being duly sworn, 
deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


39326. Are you a professional man ?—Yes, I am a barrister and solicitor. 

39327. How long have you been Police Magistrate of Victoria ?—Six months. 

39328. How long have you resided in the city /—About 14 months. 

39329. How long have you been in the province /—The same time. 

39330. Did you come here from one of the other provinces?—I came here from 
New Zealand. 

39331. What system was in force in New Zealand in regard to the use of intoxi- 
cating liquors !—A license system. 

39332. Is it anything like the law we have in this country ? Is it on the same 
basis 1—Certain people are licensed to sell under certain restrictions, but the regulations 
are somewhat different. 

39333. As Police Magistrate, you try all cases of infringement of the city by-laws 
here ?—-I do. 

39334. And also other cases ?—In fact all cases that can be tried summarily are 
tried by me. 

39335. And I suppose you take examinations in cases sent to the superior courts ? 
—Yes, and also cases under the Summary Trials Act. 

39336. Taking the community as a whole, do you find this to be a sober and law- 
abiding one ?—Yes, I should say fully up to the average. Of these matters, however, I 
cannot speak with authority, as I attend to my work and do not go about much. 

39337. Have you had any experience in the working of a prohibitory law !—No. 

39338. Perhaps you have considered the question as to the advisability of prohibi- 
tion ?—No, I have not considered it in such a manner as would warrant me giving an 
opinion on it that would be worth anything. 

39339. Have you been long enough in this province to be able to say whether it 
would be practicable to enforce such a law here !—I am not prepared to say. I do not 
know whether the Scott Act has been practically enforced in the parts of the Dominion 
where it has been in force. 
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39340, You have had no other experience in the Dominion other than in British 
Columbia, I understand !—None whatever. 

39341, Taking the cases that come before you, is a large proportion due to the use 
of intoxicating beverages 1—Yes, a considerable portion. 

39342. Have you a good many cases of drunkenness !—Yes. 

39343, And taking other cases outside of that class, is there any large proportion 
that may be said to be connected with the use of intoxicating liquors 1—There i is. 

39344, How large a proportion would there be !—I cannot speak of the offences as 
a whole, but certainly as regards crimes of violence, the greater part are the result of 
drink. 

39345, You have had cases before you for disposing of liquor to Indians !—Yes, a 
considerable number during my six months. 

39346. And have there been many convictions ?—The Indians are generally 
convicted. 

39347. For drunkenness ?—Yes. 

39348. Are there many convictions of people who furnish them with liquor /—No, 

39349. Do you find it difficult to get evidence in those cases !—Yes. Jam very 
anxious to get evidence of the sale of liquor to Indians. 

39350. Do you not find the sentiment of the community favourable to the suppres- 
sion of the sale to Indians ?—Yes, that is so. 

39351. In cases that are convicted before you, are the offenders persons who are 
licensed, or are they not !—Someare and some are not. 

39352. Are there any amendments you could suggest to the Commission in regard 
to the license law ?—I could hardly speak with authority from my experience as Magis- 
trate, as I have only been such for a short time. I would say this, however, that I have 
been struck both as Magistrate and as a citizen by the fact that the saloons are open at 
all hours of the night.. . That is contrary to my experience elsewhere, and I know New 
Zealand and Australia pretty well. There is no limit except from 11 Saturday night to 
1 Monday morning, when they are supposed to be closed. 

39353. You think it would be well to have the hour limited ?—I see no reason why 
Victoria should be an exception in this respect. Of course there may be a good reason 
for it, but I speak as a comparative stranger. 

39354. You have people brought before you who are convicted of drunkenness and 
sent to jail, and go back to the saloons and then back to jail, and so on !—Yes. 

39355. Have you considered the question as to whether that is a proper mode of 
dealing with those people, or whether it would be better to have them sent to inebriate 
asylums for long terms with a view to their reformation /—The present limit is six 
months for drunkenness. I have not sent any for more than three months. I think it 
would be a good thing to send them to inebriate houses. 

39356. Have you, in your experience as a Magistrate, had any difficulty in regard 
to the sale of liquor in billiard and pool-rooms !—I have had no case before me. 

39357. Have you considered the question whether it would not be better to 
separate the two, and not allow sale of liquor in billiard and pool-rooms !—I have not 
considered that point. I understand that in all saloons billiards are played, or in 
nearly all. 

39358. In New Zealand, what kind of liquors are mostly used, spirituous liquors 
or wines and ales ?—Ale, under the name of beer. New Zealand brews beer, and it is 
drunk by most of the people. 

39359. Is the climate there anything like the climate here !—In the south of New 
Zealand, it is not unlike Victoria, but in the north, where I lived most of my life, the 
climate is warmer. 

39360. Are light wines used there at all?—By many, but not generally ; well to 
do people are in the habit of using wine. 

39361. Have you breweries and distilleries there !—There are no distilleries there 
now. There were some 15 years ago, and they were brought under the Colonial Act. 

39362. Are the people there law-abiding and sober citizens 1—They are as law- 
abiding as in the old country. 

FarquyHar MacCrag. 
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39363. Do you find any difference as regards this city due toit having a floating 
nautical population coming and going ?—It is not unlike other seaport towns. My own 
town in New Zealand was a seaport. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


39364. Do I understand that the distilleries in New Zealand were suppressed ?— 
They were. 

39365. Why ?—It occurred a long time ago, and I hardly remember. 

39366. Was it because of the Colonial Act /—Yes, under that Act they were sup- 
pressed. I was very busy at the time, and I was not particularly interested in the sub- 
ject. I think compensation was given tothe owners. They were not allowed to work 
more than three or four years I remember. 

39367. Was there a temperance sentiment among the people that brought about 
the suppression of those distilleries ?—I will not say that it was the desire of the people 
to have them suppressed, but there was a desire to suppress them manifested. 

39368. Do you know why there was a desire to suppress them ?—I remember there 
was a general impression among the people that New Zealand whisky was not as whole- 
some as that produced in the old country. That was the general conclusion. 

39369. Was the suppression of the New Zealand distilleries for the purpose of intro- 
ducing better whisky into the country /—It was believed that the people must have 
better drink ; they thought that Scotch whisky was better than New Zealand whisky. 

39370. Do you know whether, after the suppression of those distilleries, there was 
a diminution in the consumption of distilled liquors !—I cannot say anything in regard 
to that matter. 

39371. Was there a large consumption of beer ?—Yes. 

39372. Do you know whether there was a larger consumption of beer and a reduced 
use of distilled liquors, or do you think the consumption in one case kept pace with the 
other ?—No, New Zealand people are not spirit drinking people ; I refer especially to peo- 
ple born in the country. 

39373. You think they are a beer drinking people !—Yes, and the young people 
are very much more temperate than the old settlers, and a great many of them are total 
abstainers. 

39374. Do you think there is an increase of total abstainers among the young people 
of New Zealand ’—There has been a marked increase, and you can see it every few years. 

39375. To what do you attribute that increase ?—To the large influence of the 
Bands of Hope. 

39376. To religious and moral influences /—-Yes. There are Bands of Hope all over, 
and some of the settlers who are given to drink take care to send their chiidren to the 
Bands of Hope. 

39377. How many years’ experience had you there as a barrister !—Only one. 

39378. In your experience as a barrister in New Zealand, did you come into contact 
with criminal cases a good deal!—Sometimes, as all lawyers do. My work, however, 
was not specially with the criminal class, and I avoided that kind of work as much as 
possible. My duties were more in civil cases, but of course I would sometimes get a 
criminal case. 

39379. From your experience and observation, did you find any proportion of the 
criminal cases before the Courts in New Zealand attributable to the drink trade and 
drink habit, directly or indirectly ?—I should say that the majority of cases in New 
Zealand were attributable to the use of liquor, directly or indirectly. 

39380. And what did you find in regard to criminals that came before the higher 
courts 1—I think a fair proportion of them were also so attributable, but I could not say 
what proportion. f 

39381. Have you observed that as the drink traffic has increased, the drink habit 
has increased ?—My experience in New Zealand was, and I am speaking generally, that 
the traffic increased as there was a demand for liquor, that is in hotels. Saloons were 
not known there. 
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39382. Did you observe this, that as the habit of total abstinence among young 
people in New Zealand increased, there was an increased desire to restrict the traffic ?— 
Yes. 

39383. So the tendency of the legislation is always towards greater restriction !— 
Yes. The people have a right to refuse licenses. 

39384. Do you know whether many of the rural districts have refused to issue 
licenses !—Yes, a considerable part in my own neighbourhood. 

39385. Is there a growing feeling in favour of the total prohibition of the 
traftic ?-—I should say there was a rapidly growing feeling in that direction. 


By Judge McDonald : 


39386. Have you considered the question of granting compensation to brewers and 
distillers for loss of plant and machinery in case of the enactment of a general prohibi- 
tory law for the Dominion ?—In New Zealand, a number of hotels were closed ; complaint 
was made as to the way in which they were conducted, and they were closed finally. 

39387. You did not consider the question of compensation in regard to distilleries ? 
—I did. The conclusion that I came to was that, as the licenses were issued from year 
to year, they were not entitled to any. They are nearly all wealthy men and did not 
need it. I consider that if two or three years’ notice was given it would be perfectly 
fair and right, and that under such circumstances it would be perfectly proper to enact 
such a law without granting compensation. 

39388. In the case of brewers and distillers in Canada, the law requires them 
to furnish certain machinery in conformity with departmental regulations. Spirits 
have to be kept two years, for rectification purposes, in bond. The question is whe- 
ther it would be right and just in that case to give compensation for loss of plant and 
machinery that would be rendered useless by such legislation !—On the face of it I think 
compensation should be made. I did not think of that matter before. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


39389. Do you understand that the law requires anybody to go into the distilling 
business, or is it entirely voluntary on their own part ?—It is entirely voluntary, I 
should say. 

39390. Does the distiller pay regularly for the privilege of being allowed to 
manufacture /—I think so. 

39391. So far as certain plant and machinery being required for the business, he 
need not go into the business unless he chooses. Does that fact entitle him to compen- 
sation? Is he not undertaking the business voluntarily with all the risks involved /— 
Yes. I do not, however, know all the requirements for distilling in Canada, and I 
am not prepared to say but that the requirements of the Dominion Government may be 
such as would make it a kind of wrong to continue the business. I think that if a large 
sum of money is put out in meeting those requirements, you should be allowed to con- 
tinue the business for a number of years at least, because I infer from what Judge 
McDonald has said, that for a certain number of years the business will be unprofitable, 
if the liquor has to be stored away for purposes of rectification. 

39392. What was the amount of the compensation given in New Zealand to dis- 
tillers !—I do not know. They were not allowed to work more than one year. Only 
one or two were established, and they were suppressed. 

39393. Were they compensated /—I think so; but as I was very busy, I did not 
pay attention to the matter. Asso little advantage was taken by the distilling com- 
panies in New Zealand, the whole history has made but little impression on my mind. 


FarquHar MacCrag. 
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MORRIS HUMBER, of Victoria, builder and contractor, on being duly sworn, 
deposed as follows’ :— 


by Judge McDonald : 


39394, You are a member of the City Council, I believe !—Yes. 

39395. You are one of the Aldermen of the city —Yes, and I am also chairman 
of the Police Committee. 

39396. How long have you been an Alderman?—This year and also during the 
year 1886. 

39397. How long have you been chairman of the Police Committee !—This year. 

39398. How long have you lived in this province !—Thirty years, next April. 

39399. Did you come here from one of the other provinces ?—I came here from 
Ontario. 

39400. What part of Ontario !—From Bowmanville. 

39401. Has there been a license law in force since you came to Victoria ?—Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


39402. You have stated that you are a contractor /—Yes. 

39403. Do you employ a good many men /— Yes. 

39404. How many men do you employ Sometimes 40 or 50. 

39405. What is the character of the work you carry on !—Building, in Victoria. I 
have built nearly half of it. I am also a brickmaker, and in that business I employ 
Chinamen and white men. 

39406. It is claimed that the drink trade and the drink habit affect labouring men : 
what is your observation ! How does it affect them, in your opinion !—It affects them if 
they spend all their money on lquor. You must remember that workingmen in this 
country cannot afford to drink with liquor at 124 cents a drink until recently, when 5 
cent beer came in. 

39407. Is the 5 cent beer manufactured here !— Yes. 

39408. Do many of the men in your employ drink more or less?—Almost all of 
them ; they do not lose whole days, however, for they could not afford to lose $2.50 a 
day. 

39409. Have you observed whether the workingmen lose any percentage of time 
on account of their drinking habits!—-No. They drink pretty much after their work is 
done. They work hard. 

39410. Are they better men for drinking !—No. 

39411. If a man is in the habit of drinking so that he loses one day per week, 
would you be likely to put another man in his place if you could !—That would depend 
on whether I was rushed for labouring men or not. 

39412. Which do you consider more reliable, men who drink or men who do not 
drink ?—Those who do not drink. 

39413. Do you find many such in British Columbia ?—British Columbia is a dif- 
ferent place from anywhere else. 

89414. Or in Victoria ?—In Victoria we have a floating population and a mixed 
population, Americans, Gerinans, Chinese, English, Canadians, and all sorts, and what 
we call respectable drinkers. 

39415, What is a respectable drinker ?—A man who does not get drunk, but takes 
a drink when he wants it. . 

39416. Is there a great deal of that ?—Yes. 

39417. Is there much drinking that results in drunkenness!—No. There is less 
drunkenness in Victoria than in any other part of the world where there is a city of the 
same size and a seaport. I do not think you have seen a drunken man since you have 
been here. 

39418. I must say that I do not recollect one. Have you observed whether the 
drinking of the people has increased or diminished !—There is, of course, a difference 
here now, compared with the time when there were only 5,000 or 6,000 people. 
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39419. I mean having reference to the increase in population and making allowance 
for it?—-No, I do not think drinking is increasing very much. 

39420. Take the man who drinks regularly every day but does not get drunk very 
often, though he may sometimes go a little under the weather, off colour, or something of 
that sort: what have you to say in regard to him ?—TI am not up in the terms. 

39421. Take the man who drinks every day : do you consider that he loses any time 
on account of drinking !/—I have seen men who make better time sometimes. 

39422. Is it because they drink ?—They will work hard and stop in the tavern and 
get a glass of beer if they feel they need it, while the temperance man will get a glass 
of water. I observe that some of my men go into the tavern and get a glass of beer 
and some bread and cheese. There is of course every inducement held out by the whisky 
mills to attract men into them. 

39423. Is this a good thing for the men in the long run, as regards their working 
capability /—No, I do not think so. 

39424, It is claimed that on account of the drinking habit, men lose time, and that 
that is so much loss to the contractor. It is also claimed that on account of the drink- 
ing habit, they suffer a loss of wage-earning power. Do you think in the long run that 
the man who drinks beer regularly is better than a total abstainer?—In regard to 
finances he is benefited, but he might make as much time as a total abstainer or a tem- 
perance man. There is, of. course, the possibility of the man who drinks regularly 
getting drunk, and the temperance man or total abstainer has not that drawback. 

39425. Have you observed any difference in the condition of the families of 
men who drink, and in the families of those who do not drink /—Yes. 

39426. What is the difference !—In the case of the family of the men who drink, 
they do not look so well. The man who drinks goes home but does not attend to his 
garden as well as the temperance man. 

39427. So from the workingman’s point of view, do you believe that prohibition, 
well enforced, would be a benefit to him and to his family !—To which man? 

39428. To the workingman!?—TI believe it would be beneficial to workingmen, 
taking them as a whole. 

39429. Would it be beneficial to the contractors ?!—I guess so. Certainly I would 
rather have a crew of temperance men than a crew of drinkers, for I could depend on 
the temperance men, who, like Chinamen, do not drink. 

39430. You are an alderman I believe ?—Yes. 

39431. How many years !—This year and in 1886. 

39432. How long have you been chairman of the Police Committee?—This year. 

39433. Have you to do with the police officers ?—Yes, with seeing that the police 
do their duty. They take their instructions from me. 

39434. Do you give them instructions to watch the liquor stores?—I am just the 
man who does. 

39435, What are your instructions /—That is a very difficult matter to state. At 
first, when we commenced, we caught very few offenders. They were very careful, but 
we got in among them—when I say we, I mean the policemen. 

39436, What did they find?—They found them there. For instance: I was around 
town on Saturday night with some aldermen. We went to a restaurant ; three of the 
aldermen were there and I happened to be one of them. It was after 11 o'clock. I 
was grossly insulted by the proprietor of the saloon who came in. I told him that I 
did not wish to remain there to be insulted by him. He answered: “ Here is a police- 
man, who will show you out.” I said: “TI cannothelp that.” He said: “ You can get 
nothing here to drink.” He went up to the bar and told me [ could not get anything. 
I took it all as a joke. But one of the party afterwards had to pay $50 for the drinks. 

39437. Have you reason to believe that there is a great deal of illegal sale going 
on !—There is a good deal going on just now, and it is a difficult thing to get at the sale 
of liquor after hours, because the Act says that a man can keep a light in a saloon and 
have his doors locked. Two nights ago I was around and saw that. If a licensee gets 
three or four men in to drink, he will lock all the doors and they will go on drinking, 
and the police cannot get in. 

Morris Humser. 
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39438. So illicit sale goes on, and you think it cannot be prevented while this state 
of the law continues !—It can be prevented. 

39439. From your official experience and from your observation as a citizen and as 
an employer of labour and one who has been active in civic affairs during many years, 
do you think that the license law really regulates the trade, or not ?—In the first place, 
licenses were given to corral the trade and make it respectable, if it was possible to do so. 

39440. Does it corral it !—Well, no. I would favour very high license and then we 
would not have disreputable places. 

36441. Which do you think would be the more dangerous, saloons under high 
license or the present places’—I think high license would be a benefit to every one, 
for this reason : it would not be every man who would be able to obtain a license. At 
present when any man gets out of work he takes out a saloon license. You can only 
get a hotel license by having a building containing so many bed-rooms. It only costs 
$200 for a saloon license. Ifa low saloon did not happen to be on the road between a 
man’s work and his home, he would frequently go home without getting a drink, but 
when there are four or five saloons between him and his home, he is liable to drop in. 
If there was a hotel paying $1,000 or $2,000 license it would be far better. 

39442. It is contended by some persons that when men are able to pay $1,000 for 
a license, the only difference is that they have a high-toned place, which is made 
very attractive to the men and boys, rather than places 7 x 9 feet ?—Of course they do 
not want workingmen in those places. They are, however, much better than low 
dives and underground beer cellars where men are apt to go and stay almost all 
night. 

39443. Have you observed what class of people visit low dives, the people who are 
just beginning to drink or people who have pretty nearly graduated !—They have pretty 
nearly graduated. They are generally old tipplers or longshoremen and sailors and of 
course some mechanics too, because the labouring class get big wages here and they 
can afford to drink. 

39444. This is also contended, that if there was limited sale the high license places 
would make their places attractive and cater to the high class, while there would be 
low places springing up for the poor people in lieu of saloons, where illicit sale would 
be carried on ?—I do not think so. 

39445. If only a few licensed places were established, and these not of the class 
frequented usually by the labouring class, would it not be taking away from them the 
right to drink ; in a word, would that not be class legislation /—When I spoke of high 
license, I meant men who would spend $15,000 or $20,000 to put up high class hotels 
containing 50 or 60 rooms. I say such a man should obtain a license, while saloons 
where gambling and something worse is going on should not obtain licenses. 

39446. Are saloons licensed to carry on gambling !—No. 

39447. Then that is illegal?—-I believe it would be infinitely better if there were 
only four or five high toned hotels in Victoria. 

39448. Do you mean that the fewer places there are for selling liquor the better !—- 
Yes, I do. 

39449, If you could reduce the number to none, would that be better still /—Yes, 
we all know that. 


By Judge McDonald : 


39450. How many men do you employ!—In the summer I employ in the brick 
yards about 30, but of course it all depends on the work on hand ; and in town I employ 
about 15 or 20 white men. 

39451. Do you ask your men if they are total abstainers or not !—No, I can tell 
that pretty well. 

39452. Do you make it a condition of their employment that they shall be total 
abstainers /—No. 

39453. Have you men steadily in your employ who drink in moderation t—Yes, 
some of my best mechanics and brick-layers are hard drinkers. 

39454. Have you other men who drink and yet are not hard drinkers !—I have 
men who drink and never get drunk, and that is called respectable drinking. 
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39455. I find that in 1891, the revenue from licensed places in Victoria was $18,000? 
—Yes. 

39456. Was that sum used for the general purposes of the city /—Yes. 

39457, That revenue represented 113 licensed places, giving a total revenue of 
$18,000 1—Yes. 

39458. Do I understand you would prefer that the number should be kept down, 
and that the licenses should be high enough to furnish the same revenue !—I believe 
that if the number of licenses were reduced, we should net need such a large force of 
police as we have now. At the present time we have 22 policemen. They have of 
course to keep the criminals down. 

39459. You think if there were fewer licenses granted, there would be less drinking, 
but your idea is to have higher license fees so as not to reduce the income ?—I do not 
know about that. You would have to charge four bits a drink to make it pay, and the 
whole box and dice might be cut down. 

39460. Take this community as a whole, is it a law-abiding and sober one !—Yes. 

39461. Do you think it will compare favourably with other places you have known ! 
—I think it will compare favourably with even Toronto, of which you hear so much, 
especially as regards Sunday observance. I believe we surpass the people there. 

39462. Is this nota city in which a great deal of liquor is consumed? Take the city 
as you know it. You have 113 places here, which paid in 1891 an income of $18,000, 
and that does not take into account the quantity sent to private houses ?/—I have no 
doubt of it. 

39463. Have you a good many old country people here /—Yes. 

39464. People who are accustomed in their own country to take liquor in modera- 
tion ?—I believe Germans never drink water. 

39465. Those people keep up their natural habits here !—Yes. 

39466. Yet you say that this community is a sober and law-abiding one !—Yes, 
and I speak what I know. All the liquor shipped here is not consumed in Victoria, 
there is much Canadian whisky brought in here that is not drunk here. 

39467. Where does it go!—Over to the other side. JI do not want to tell you 
where it goes. There is only Inland Revenue duty to be paid on it, and Canadian 
whisky is a cheap drink, they say. 

39468. You have a great many breweries here, we understand /— Yes, two new ones 
have been established here recently. 

39469. How many had you here before !—There were two or three before ; they 
did all the business, but the business has increased. 

39470. How many are there now ?—There are four or five. In 1891, there were 
said to be six or seven, but at all events two of them were bought up by still larger 
establishments. 

39471. Do they manufacture for home consumption !—Yes. 

39472. Have you considered the question of granting remuneration to brewers and 
distillers in the event of the enactment of a general prohibitory law !—I have thought 
about it considerably and read about it. 

39473. What is your view in regard to it !—As a temperance man, I do not think 
they should lose all their capital invested, but time should be allowed them to get their 
)money back. 

39474. Then you would have some mode of compensation fixed ?—I think so, but I 
do not know. <A great many go into the business with the knowledge that they will be 
closed down if a prohibitory law is passed. 

39475. You understand that they are required to have certain plant and machinery 
in connection with their business, and that the Government requires distillers to keep 
their stock for two years for the purposes of rectification ?—I do not think it would be 
right, for instance, to shut down any of these new breweries ; it would be thieving. 

39476. It has been argued that distillers and brewers have licenses only from year 
to year. Do you find that they really continue in the trade from year to year !—I find 
a great many remain in the business. 

39477. Are there any amendments you could suggest to the Commissioners in regard 
to thlicense law ?—N o, only what I stated in regard to high licensing. 

Morris HumBer. 
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ROBERT H. HALL, MPP. of Victoria, on being duly sworn, deposed as fol- 
lows :— , 


By Judge McDonald : 


39478. What is your business or occupation ?—I am Manager of the Hudson Bay 
Company’s business here. 

39479. Is the business a mercantile one ?—Yes. 

39480. Is it a general store !—Yes. 

39481. Is the liquor business in connection with it?—We are importers wholly. 

39482. What is the character of the license you hold !—A wholesale license. 

39483. Do you sellin the original packages /—Yes. 

39484. You do not sell by the glass ?—No. 

39485, How long have you been residing here ?—Not quite two years. 

39486. Where did you reside before that ?—In different places in the province. 
have been in the same employment for 20 years. 

39487. How long have you been in British Columbia ?—20 years. 

39488. Did you come ffom one of the other provinces to British Columbia ?—1I 
came from Ontario here. 

39489. Which part of Ontario!—I lived in several places ; I lived in the County 
of Victoria. 

39490. Can you tell the Commissioners in what places you have resided in British 
Columbia besides Victoria ?—I have resided at Fort Simpson in the north and on the 
boundary of Alaska, and I have resided at numerous places in the interior. 

39491. Please state a few of them ?—Fort St. Thomas, Fort St. George. 

39492. Are they towns or villages?—You could hardly call them so; they are 
stations of the company. 

39493. Have you resided in any of the towns outside of Victoria /—Not perma- 
nently. I have been in Vancouver more or less. 

39494. Is this the place from which the company sends out goods throughout Bri- 
tish Columbia /—Yes. 

39495. Speaking as a citizen, how do you find the license law work here ?/—So far 
as the operation of the license law is concerned I can tell you very little about it, as I 
have not watched its operation. 

39496. During the length of time you have been here, have you found this to be a 
sober and law-abiding community ?—I should think remarkably so. 

39497. You have spoken of having resided at Fort Simpson in the north. What is 
the populatign there /—The population is not very large. There is a considerabie float- 
ing population, and fishermen and native Indians. 

39498. Is a license law in force there /—No, 

39499. Do the Hudson Bay Company control Fort Simpson ?—No, they have no 
control there. 

39500. Are theré Magistrates there ?—Yes. 

39501. You spoke about living on the boundary of Alaska. Do you know any- 
thing in regard to the system in force there /—Prohibition has been attempted and is 
the law of that country ; the sale of liquor is prohibited entirely. 

39502. By the Alaska Legislature or by the United States Government !—By the 
United States Government, and the law is attempted to be carried out by men from 
Washington. 

39503. Then it has no Legislature of its own !—-No. 

39504. How does the prohibitory law work there ?—It is a complete failure. 

39505. Is liquor obtainable ?—In any quantity. 

39506. Is it smuggled in ?—It must be, for you cannot order it in the usual way ; 
it cannot be brought in lawfully. IT was up in the principal town of Alaska, Juneau. 
When I visited it there were thirty-three saloons in that little town. 

39507. What is the population of the town ?—Probably 1,200. 

39508. Can you speak as to the kind of liquor sold there, whether it was alcohol 
or ale ?—Both were to be had in abundance. 
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39509. Do you know anything as to the quality, whether they were adulterated or 
not ?—The most of it was the vilest stuff that could be got anywhere. There is a very 
great deal of it manufactured from crude spirits, and it was doctored so as to make it 
look like whisky or anything else. 

39510. Can you tell the Commissioners as to the prices of liquors there !—The 
price is very hard, but it does not seem to make any difference in the consumption. 

39511. What is the price !—The price is 25 cents a drink. 

39512. Do you know any other place in Alaska except Juneau ?—Sitka. 

39513. How is the business there ?—It is just the same. 

39514. Are there many saloons in Sitka !—Yes. 

39515. Does the Government not put this trade down?—They are not able to do 
so. [ do not think the Government officials could put it down unless they had a very 
large army in the territory. The majority would defy any interpretation of the law 
that would bring about prohibition. 

39516. Was liquor to be obtained at many places !—I am pretty sure there were no 
places where it could not be obtained. I have seen both Indians and white men drink- 
ing there. 

39517. How did it compare with other places in which you have lived ?—It was 
harder to obtain liquor in them, because it was a distance away. 

39518. Do you know whether resort was had to other compounds in leu of liquor 
in those places !—The Indians manufacture liquor out of rice and molasses. 

39519. They have stills of their own /—Yes. 

39520. Judging from your experience in those matters, do you think a prohibitory 
law could be enforced in this province ?—I do not think so, I know it could not be. 

39521. Have you lived in any other prohibitory country than Alaska ?—No. 

39522. In the event of a general prohibitory law being enacted, do you think it 
right that brewers and distillers should be compensated for the loss of their plant and 
machinery rendered useless !—I should think they could claim it legally. 

39523. Taking your business here, do you find the taste of the people run to light 
wines and ales or to spirituous liquors ?—I think it is very generally divided. The con- 
sumption of ales is considerable. The wines, especially California wines, ‘are very popu- 
lar, and the demand is increasing. 

39524. We have been informed to-day that two new breweries have been started ? 
—Yes. 

39525. Is there a large output at present from the breweries ?—I think there will be. 

39526. Is there much ale imported from England ?—A good deal, considering the 
price. 

39527. You have a good many English people residing here, I suppose /—Yes, a 
good many. 

39528. Is lager beer sold here !—Yes. 

39529. Is there much demand for it?—Yes. It seems to be taking the place of 
heavier liquors. 

39530. In what size packages is lager imported !—I do not know much about the 
liquor that comes here to be bottled. 

39531. I thought your company imported it ?—Yes, it is all bottled. 

39532. Is it brought from the United States ?—Yes, from Milwaukee and St. Louis. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


39533. Speaking about Port Simpson, is there no law against the sale of liquor 
there !—Yes. 

39534. Is the sale of liquor legal ?—I do not think so, for there were no licenses 
granted. 

39535. You have said that there was a good deal of liquor sold there ?—I did not 
say that. I do not know what was sold. I said I have seen both Indians and white 
men drinking. 

39536. Did the Hudson Bay Company sell?—No. At one time they did, and I 
was myself in charge. I found the license gave me a good deal of trouble and I asked 
our company not to renew it. 


Rospert H. HAL. 
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39537. In what way did the license give a deal of trouble ?—I was the only vendor 
of spirits authorized, and if liquor was smuggled in and the people got drunk, it was 
laid at my door and I was made to appear to be the cause of it. But strange to say 
atter I dropped the license, there was a still worse condition of affairs than there had 
been before. 

39538. Do you think there was more drinking after you had ceased to sell than 
there was before !—Yes. Of course we only sold wholesale. 

39539. In regard to Alaska, you have said that there was a prohibitory law in 
force there, and although its enforcement was attempted, it was a great failure. Who 
was set to enforce the law, did officials attempt to enforce it?—Yes, a large staff of 
officials. 

39540. What was the difficulty in the way of its enforcement !—I think the difti- 
culty was this: I do not suppose that the officials themselves or the people believed in 
the law that they were appointed to enforce. 

39541. What class of people are they generally ?—Fishermen and miners ; they are 
the principal population ; and then there are the missionaries. I think they form a large 
percentage. 

39542. Do you think the officials were really careful to carry out the law, did they 
make an attempt to do so ?/—Yes, and they were constantly making seizures. 

39543. Were 35 saloons open and doing a good business !— Yes. 

39544, Do you know, of your own knowledge, that they were selling regularly ?— 
I certainly do. ‘ 

39545. Did the business as carried on by 35 saloons havea bad effect on the people ¢ 
You ask me a question that a casual visitor could hardly answer. I could not give you 
an answer to that question. 

39546. You will not say whether it would have been better to have had the 35 
saloons closed !—No, I could not answer that question. 

39547. Have you observed generally what the effect of saloons has been in a 
community where they exist, whether the effect is good or bad !—I do not know much 
about saloons. 

39548. From your observation of a community like this, what would you say was 
the effect on the community of having 70 or 80 retail drinking places, would it be good 
or bad ?—I suppose it is bad for those who make a bad use of them. 

39549. What do you regard as a bad use t—Those who go there too often and drink 
too much. 

39550. Is there a standard by which the matter can be closely defined, as to what 
is too much and what too often !—Every man has to decide for himself. 

39551. Then you think a man should be a law to himself {—Yes. 

39552. Would it be well to limit the number of licensed places more than the 
number is limited at the present time !—The retail sale of liquor is a matter to which 
I have not given any attention. 

39553. Do you think it is well to restrict them as to hours and everything of that 
kind ?—I am strongly of the opinion that itis not wise to enact a law that it is hard or 
difficult to enforce. I think it weakens the cause of justice very much to have a law 
enacted which it is impossible to enforce. 

39554. So you would not have the liquor traffic practically restricted because it 
would be difficult to enforce the restrictions —-I do not give a positive opinion on that 
point, but I simply state what I know. 

39555. You say you have not observed the retail trade particularly !—No. 

39556. Your company are importers /—Yes. 

39557. Have you thought of this point, whether the importing trade has any rela- 
tion to the retail trade /—It is the relation of seller to purchaser, I suppose. 

39558, You have expressed the opinion that prohibition could not be enforced 
here : why not /—Because I do not think the majority, or even a considerable minority, 
would be in favour of it. 

39559. Supposing a majority worked in favour of prohibition, could it then be 
fairly well enforced !—No, not if a minority of considerable proportion was opposed 
to it. 
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39560. Could it be enforced if there was a majority-of three to one in favour of it ? 
—No; I do not think so. I think if the minority amounted to one-fourth it could not 
be enforced. 

39561. Is your objection to prohibition an objection to the principle, or because 
you think it impracticable ?—I think it would be better to get at the facts. 

39562. Then you will not express an opinion !—TI do not care to say much about it. 

39563. This may be a question of fact. Is the trade of the company, as managed 
by yourself in Victoria, increasing or not; I refer to the liquor trade ?—1 do not think 
it is increasing in the same ration as the population, 

39564, Do you think that the liquor habits of the people are decreasing !—Yes. 

39565. To what do you attribute that decrease ?—I think very probably to the 
average earnings of the people being not so large as they were years ago, and also to 
the fact that the people are rising higher socially, and there is less excessive drinking 
going on. 

39566. You think that as the people rise higher socially, they drink less 1—I think 
the average drinking is less. 

39567. If there is a steady diminution in the drinking consumption by the people, 
is that an indication that they are improving socially /—I do not know how far that 
argument would work, but I certainly think that if the people are spending a large pro- 
portion of their earnings on liquor there must be excess. 

39568. Have you noticed as a business man that the liquor trattic has an effect either 
injuriously or beneficially uppn other branches of business /—I have never noticed that 
it was injurious to other branches. 

39569. E’ave you noticed that it was beneficial ?—No, but I have noticed that any 
prosperity throughout the country made the liquor trade better. 

39570. Have you noticed any case in which the liquor trade was opposed to the 
prosperity of other branches of business !/—No. 

39571. Have you noticed that business men have gone to pieces because of the 
liquor trade and habit ?—It goes without saying that men in all branches of life who 
drink to excess go to pieces. 

39572. ‘Have you noticed whether there is a tendency on the part of those who 
drink moderately to drink to excess in any percentage of cases ?—I have not studied 
that subject. 


By Judge McDonald : 


39573. Take the people who use intoxicating liquors as beverages : is the percent- 
age of such persons who drink to excess large or small ?—I should think it was small, 
certainly of those who come under my own personal observation. 

39574. You have spoken in regard to Alaska. Do you know the modes by which 
smuggling was carried on there 1—A great deal of liquor is smuggled by steamers. The 
price is very high and those who carry on the trade successfully make large profits some 
times and large fortunes. 

39575. How is it carried on ?—The liquor goes on sloops, schooners and small boats, 
also on the steamers, in spite of the precautions of the officers. 

39576. Is the liquor smuggled in in its original packages !—I do not think so; it 
is generally concealed. There: are a number of w ays in which liquor can be brought in, 
and to which my attention has been called. It is taken in by some barrels “owned 
probably by some deck-hand and near some town or village he has a customer for the 
liquor. He keeps watch until dark and then throws the barrels overboard taking care to 
leave sufficient vacuum in the cask to ensure its floating. Of course, there is a man 
ready to take it off. There are all sorts of devices resorted to. JI have known of liquor 
going from here all the way up to Juneau on an open sloop. 

39577. What is the distance /—I suppose 1,000 miles. 

39578. The water communication is the only way of communicating with that 
territory, I suppose ?—It is the only one. 

39579. There is nothing on the other side ?—No. 
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ROBERT H. HALL recalled. 


39580. I desire to add to my statement that two or three years ago the Governor 
of Alaska (I am not sure of the exact date) felt that it was so difficult to deal with 
the liquor traffic, that he undertook to assume the responsibility of granting temporary 
licenses to vendors of liquor, while he proposed to make such representation to Congress 
as would make the license system permanent. The liquor dealers in Alaska held a 
meeting to discuss the matter, and the result of their deliberations was, that they de- 
cided that so far as they were concerned, they would not accept temporary licenses 
or any other licenses, on the ground that the liquor trade was more profitable under pro- 
hibition than it would be to them under license. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


39581, What is your belief about it ?—I believe that the contention of the liquor 
men was quite correct. 

39582. You are the manager of the wholesale business, and you believe the liquor 
business is more profitable without licenses of any kind than with it?—I do not know 
how it would work with us, but itis certainly more profitable without license than with it. 

39583. Do you conclude in view of the statement you have made, that the men in 
the liquor business in Alaska are disreputable men ?—TI should think they were not so 
loyal as they should be. 

39584. What do you mean by that ?’—Loyal subjects ought to be able to work 
under the laws of the country in which they are living. 

39585. Do you know of any other trade that would resort to the same thing ?—I 
have never heard of anything similar. 

39586. Do you regard that sort of thing as the outcome of the liquor trade ?—I 
have never been in a prohibitory country except Alaska, so I cannot speak in regard to 
that matter. 

39587. Are we to understand that the men in Alaska violating the law were an 
exceedingly lawless class of men ’—They were certainly lawless so far as the liquor 
tratiic was concerned. ' 

39588. They preferred to be lawless men rather than submit to the law ?—The pro- 
hibition in Alaska is favourable to lawlessness ; that is to say, that lawless men will find 
more encouragement under prohibition than under license. 

39589. Is prohibition favourable to lawlessness or is drunkenness a part of lawless- 
ness !—Prohibition to my mind is the product of lawlessness. 

39590. Why ?—It certainly affords them an opportunity to be lawless. 

39591. Is that prohibition enforced or prohibition disregarded ?—It is prohibition 
which officials are not able to enforce. 

39592. Why unable to enforce? Is it because of the lawless character of the men 
engaged in the trade ?—It is because they have not got the support of the people. 

39593. Of what people ?—Of the great majority of the population. 

39594. In Alaska ?-- Yes. 

39595. The population of Alaska is made up generally of that class of people ; are 
they such people as live in Victoria for the most part !—People in the different grades 
of life are to a certain extent similar. There are of course lawyers, doctors, store-keepers, 
and merchants. I do not know that the proportion of labourers is smaller or the per- 
centage of the higher classes larger than here. 

39596. Is the condition of the population in Alaska similar to the condition of the 
population in older and longer organized communities, or is it the same as here !—In 
other respects the people of Alaska are very law-abiding. 

39597. Except with regard to the drink traftic?—Yes. My experience has led 
me to believe that if prohibition was attempted anywhere else it would be attended 
with similar results. 


By Judge McDonald : 
39598. Take another state of things. You have a great many men who go from 
here to Alaska and beyond, looking for seals 1—Yes. 
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39599. If those people had to make choice between sealing for their own pleasure 
or coming under a system of catching seals during certain hours of the days and on 
certain terms and had to pay a license fee, which system do you think they would 
prefer !—I think they would prefer to seal as they pleased. 

39600. Of course, sealers are not in that position. I simply put it as a suppositi- 
tious case. Do you know of any other business that is in the same position with regard 
to regulations /—There is none. 

39601. Are you able to find any parallel cases so as to be able to draw a comparison 
between the action of the people in Alaska and other people ?—There is no other trade 
similar, although trades get along very satisfactory and so does the liquor trade if the 
people are satisfied with it as it is. 

39602. The United States revenue is hardly satisfied ?—That proves to be the case. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


39603. Can you tell us, from your own observation and experience, why the liquor 
trade has regulations and restrictions to which no other trade is asked to submit !—I 
suppose the law givers of the country think they are doing what is best for the weal of 
the country, in restricting the trade and licensing it. 

39604. Is it because the liquor trade is productive of results which are bad !—I do 
not know whether it is so or not, but we must admit that in some instances the use.of 
it is bad. I should not say that the trade is so. 

39605. Is the trade responsible in any degree for those results !—That is a question 
that had better be answered by some one on the Ticensing Board or who has had to do 
with the issuing of licenses. 

39606. I thought that you being in the trade aaah have observed that.—I am 
merely in the fades as a wholesaler, and I do not come directly into contact with the 
retailer. 

39607. You sell to the retailer ?—The wholesaler naturally sells to the retailer. 

39608. And his relations are with the retail trade, and with them only ?—In that 
way only. 


Sir MATTHEW BAILLIE BEGBIE, of Victoria, on being duly sworn, deposed 
as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


39609. I believe you are Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of British Columbia ? 
—Yes. 

39610. How long have you held that position?—For 20 years. Since the time of 
Confederation, I have been Chief Justice. Before that time I was only aJudge. There 
was no Chief Justice, and no puisne Judges. 

39611. Did you come originally to this country from England ?—TI came to this 
province when it was a Crown colony, as regards the mainland. The Island was a 
separate Crown colony up to about 1856. 

39612. Then you came here before the union of the two sections ?—Yes. I went 
to the mainland. Mr. Cameron was Chief Justice here, and I was’a Judge on the 
mainland. 

39613. I suppose this province has always been under a license system, so far as the 
sale of liquor is concerned, since you came here ?—Yes, I think so. 

39614. Have you had any experience in a country where there was a prohibitory 
law in force !—Yes. 

39615, Where?—In the North-west Territories not long ago. 

39616. How long were you there !—Two days, and I never was so pestered in 
my life. 

Ropert H. Hatt. 
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39617. Why 1—Because I hate raw spirits myself, and everybody was pestering me 
to take what they called whisky. They seemed to think it was the duty of a man to 
drink all the whisky he could, and everybody had it. 

39618. Did you take any of it?—TI tried once or twice to take it, but it was 
abominable stuff. My friends treated me with the utmost kindness and were most 
hospitable. There intentions were of the kindliest. I was like Gulliver when in 
Brobdingnag where the people were so exceedingly hospitable that they pitch-forked 
tid-bits from their own mouths into the mouth of poor Gulliver. 

39619. In what section of the North-west Territories were you?—I went on to 
Calgary and on the way I stopped at Donald. It was in 1885. At that time I considered 
Donald to be part of the North-west Territories and subject to the Dominion prohibitory 
law. The prohibition of the sale of liquor extended all over the railway belt, which 
projected far into British Columbia, at that time even to Seymour Narrows. I believe 
the sale of liquor was prohibited from that point to Revelstoke and Donald, all the way 
for a distance of 20 miles on each side. 

39620. Can you speak in regard to the sale of liquor at Donald and Revelstoke ?— 
Yes. 

39621. Was there sale of liquor there?—No doubt. I was on circuit, and I was 
treated to all the liquor I wanted, gratis. 

39622. Did you see any ales or light wines in that Territory /—I took some claret 
myself. 

39623. Did you take that with you ?—Yes, for my own use. 

39624. Did you see any one else have it there /—No. 

39625. I will read you a paragraph from a book recently published. It is written 
by Warburton Pike on “The Barren Grounds of Northern Canada.” He refers to the 
territory away north of Calgary, and says: 

At the present time the prohibition Act orders that even the white man of the North-west Terri- 
tories must be temperate, thereby causing whisky to be poor and bad, but plentiful withal. It is 
surprising how such a law exists in a country where the white men not only want drink but do drink 
in open defiance of the commands of a paternal Government. 

During the two days you were there, do you think that would describe the state of 
things /— Yes. 

39626. Take a country such as the North-west Territories and a country under 
sunilar conditions as to rivers, &e. In one country there is a license law and in the 
other prohibition : to which of those two countries would emigrants come, seeking homes ? 
—They would rather come to a country where they could live as they were accustomed 
to live. But it must be remembered that there is one-class of people who should be 
restricted from drinking, and that is the Indians. If the emigrants and people generally 
coming to this country knew that the Indians were to have unlimited access to liquor, 
they would, of course, think it very dangerous to settle here. j 

39627. But the Indians are prohibited from obtaining liquor, I believe ?—Yes, 
here ; but up in Alaska they get a good deal; they manufacture it. When I went there 
I took a small stock of wine with me, and ran short, and of course I could not get any 
there, I supposed. It was at Fort Wrangell, and the people said that I could get as 
much liquor as I wanted at $5 a bottle, good brandy marked “ Martel.” I asked where 
I could get it, and they said that the Indians would sell me as much as I wanted. The 
Indians had plenty of liquor, and it was from them I got it. 

39628. Were they acting as agents for the white men?—I could not say. 

39629. You got the liquor, at all events ’—Yes. 

39630. What quality was it?—It was as good as you could get in Victoria. That 
was in Alaska, where there is prohibition. 

39631. In the North-west Territories there was what was intended to be a total 
prohibitory law, although there was a permit system, under which the Lieutenant- 
Governor could grant permits. With that law there existed a large force of Mounted 
Police to enforce it, and they exercised the right of domicilary and personal search. 
From your knowledge of British Columbia, do you believe the people would be favourable 
to such an enactment as that?—I think not. It would lead to more evils than the 


consumption of liquor. 
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39632. From your knowledge of the country, what would be the effect on travel 
when it was learned by the tourists that on arriving they and their baggage would be 

subjected to a thorough search /—Of course they Toul not like it at all. 

39633. We have it in evidence that people in the Pullman cars were searched for 
liquor. Had you any experience of that kind when you went there?—No; I went 
through in 1885, and at that time the railway was hardly running; it only ran as far 
as Donald, with a through train once a week to Calgary. I went there on a construction 
train, and of course the officers did not search us. 

39634. As a jurist, what, in your opinion, is the effect on the public conscience of 
having a law on the statute-book that is constantly and flagrantly and_ persistently 
violated ?—I think it has a very bad effect. 

39635. Do you know anything of the working of the license law in British Columbia ? 
—I do not know very much about it. 

39636. Take the community as you know it: do you find it law-abiding and sober 
as compared with other communities /—Yes, it is very law-abiding. I have had only 
one experience of a prohibitory law, in the North-west Territories ; but, in the course 
of my life, I have been in countries where although they did not have a prohibitory 
law, there was total abstinence on religious erounds, In Turkey, especially 1 in Constan- 
tinople, you can not get a drink, although it is a city of 700,000, and in Stamboul, on 
the west side of the Golden Horn, you cannot get a stronger drink than sherbet. But 
it is a most dangerous population at night and a very criminal one. 

39637. Supposing a prohibitory law were passed, a law prohibiting the manufacture, 
importation and sale of alcoholic liquors for beverage purposes, would you deem it right 
that brewers and distillers should be compensated for loss of plant and machinery which 
they use in their business ?—That is a question of conscience. 

39638. Perhaps you have not considered it ?—I have often considered the point. I 
do not know exactly how to make up my mind, because it is a matter of conscience. 

39639. What is urged is this, that by departmental regulations brewers and 
distillers have been compelled to put in certain machinery, and have been from time to 
time compelled to change their machinery, and moreover that distillers are required to. 
keep their liquor in stock for two years for rectification purposes ; and under those 
circumstances it is urged that, in the event of the enactment of a general prohibitory 
law, brewers and distillers should be compensated ?—I_ should think in justice that 
compensation should be given them because they have been encouraged to put their 
money in the business. « 

39640. Have you considered in connection with this matter, whether it would be 
well to encourage the consumption of light wines and ales, with a view to gradually 
abolishing the use of spirits ?—The people here have a natural taste for whisky, and, at 
all events, for stronger drinks than beer and wine. I prefer beer and wine. I do not 
believe I take three glasses of spirits in a year. 

39641. Taking your experience as a Judge, has any large proportion of the cases 
coming before you for trial been directly or ican ectly tr Reonbla to drink as a beverage? 
—I think ver y few cases have been directly attributable to drink, but I suppose liquor 
has often been the cause of crime. 

39642. So, indirectly, offences have been committed !—That is my opinion. 

39643. Taking the people of British Columbia as you know them and the cities as 
you know them, can you say what is the proportion of those using intoxicating liquors, 
who use them to excess. Is the proportion large or small, on the whole ?—I am afraid 
that a great many people use more than is needed for them, but I do not believe they 
take it to excess. I think if there is one drunken man, there is one too many in any 
place. I hate a drunken man. 

39644. Taking 100 or 200 men who use ale, wine or whisky for beverage purposes, 
would the proportion of those who use them to excess be large or small ?—I think 
small. 

39645. Have you found since you came to the country, that there has been a change 
in the social customs of the people in regard to drinking, and that the habit of drinking 
is diminishing as a social custom !—I think it has diminished. 

Sir Marriew Baru Brose. 
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By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


39646. To what do you attribute the diminution ?—The people are not so well off. 
I mean the greater part of the drunkenness I have seen has been amongst miners. The 
mines are not nearly as lucrative now as they were formerly. The ordinary wages of 
miners in the early days were from $8 to $16 and even $20 a day. When an unedu- 
cated man receives that money he does not know what to do with it except to get drunk. 
39647, Have you noticed that educated men ever do so?—I know some of my per- 


‘sonal friends who drink to excess. 


39648. Is the percentage of uneducated men who drink to excess larger than the 
percentage of those educated !—Yes, very much larger. - 

39649. I am speaking of the proportion of people educated and uneducated !/—Of 
course it depends on what you call educated. 

39650. There is the phrase “excess” which we constantly hear; it seems to be a 
rather variable term ?—So it is. 

39651. Will you state what is your definition of excess in drinking?’—When an 
Irishman was asked that question, he said that he did not consider any man was drunk 
to excess until he was lying on his back ; if he was sitting on the pavement and able to 
eall a cab he could not be said to be drunk. But my opinion is that if a man is not 
walking steadily he has taken too much. However, what is excess to one man is not to 
another. I know the manager of a bank, I will not give his name, who was a very sharp 
man in business, and he was able to sit all night drinking brandy or whisky. He would 
perhaps, drink two or three bottles of whisky and tie a wet towel around his head, and 
in the early morning he would go to business. That is what very few men can do. He 
drank to excess, although he could stand it ; but it told on him in the end. After a few 
years he went to the dogs. 

39652. So there is excessive drinking which does not show itself on a man in the 
streets !— Yes. 

39653. Do you think there are a large number of people who drink to excess, 
although it may not be apparent to the public at the time !—No, I do not think there is. 
I do not think there are many men who injure their constitutions by drinking. There 
are some poor fellows no doubt. 

39654. You have spoken in regard to your experience in the North-west Terri- 
tories. Did you see many people during the two days you were there ?—Yes. 

39655. Your own friends !—Not only my own friends, there was a whole regiment 
there. It was the year of the rebellion and there was a regiment stationed at Calgary. 
Besides, I was holding assize and there were lots of people from Revelstoke and Donald 
and other places. As I was a J udge, I was handed liquor gratis. 

39656. You have said that everybody had whisky. I wondered whether they were 
your own personal friends who induced you to take some of it !—I also met the captain 
of the Mounted Police and some other officers, and very good fellows they were. 

39657. They had some liquor too !—Lots of it. 

39658. The Mounted Police were supposed to be charged with the duty of prevent- 
ing liquor being brought in. How did it happen that the officers had so much liquor ? 
—I do not know how they got it. 

* 39659. Did it strike you as peculiar that those men who were especially charged 
with the duty of enforcing the law should be themselves violating the law ’—You con- 


stantly find that to be the case. 
39660. Is that a good state of things ?—No, but it shows the corroding influence of 


such a law. 

39661. Or the corroding influence of the whisky ?’—It is perhaps the corroding 
influence of the two, but mainly the corroding influence of the law. 

39662. If whisky were permitted to come in freely, would it have less corroding 
influence !—Certainly, for the people would not then break the law. 

39663. Would they be likely to drink if liquor was permitted to come in by law ? 
—They would drink whether the law permitted them or not; they would obtain liquor 


in any case. 


pi32t* 
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39664. Did you observe whether the liquor which was there at that time, was there 
by permit or by prohibition ?—It was there subject to prohibition, although its presence 
was always pretended to be kept dark. A friend of mine, and he was in my own walk 
of life, said to me, ‘‘ Come here.” He took me behind a door, and produced a bottle of 
Ww hisky. j 

39665. Do you know vrei he obtained that liquor by the permit of the Lieute- 
nant Governor, or did he smuggle it in?—TI did not inquire. 

39666. You said something about going there and the people handing you liquor 
gratis. Why was that !—The Judges have a very bad reputation in this part of the world. 

39667. For what /—For being free livers. 

39668. What struck me as strange is that you said that as you were a Judge, they 
handed you liquor gratis. I wondered what was behind all that in your mind ?/—They 
wished to treat me with all the courtesy possible, I have no doubt. 

39669. So they gave you illicit liquor !—Yes, they gave it asa mark of courtesy 
and hospitality. In fact they knew I could not buy it here, so it was given to me gratis. 

39670. Is that a correct way of doing it? You were the head of the judiciary, and 
the people with whom you came in contact, in order to show hospitality to you, treated 
you with an abundance of illicit whisky in violation of the law ?—Recollect when I was 
at Calgary I was there as a private gentleman, for it was far beyond my jurisdiction. 

39671. You have heard the quotation read from the book of a gentleman who 
travelled in the northern country, in which he said prohibition causes whisky to be 
plentiful. Do you think prohibition causes whisky to be plentiful ?—I would not put it as 
strongly as that. I donot think that prohibition very much diminishes the quantity, but 
increases it. 


By Judge McDonald : 


39672. The writer did not say that prohibition made it plentiful. He said “ There- 
by causing liquor to be bad, but plentiful withal.” Have you read the book?—The 
writer is well known in British Columbia. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


39673. In Victoria and throughout the island, I presume, liquor is freely obtained 
under license !— Yes, quite so. 

39674. Speaking about emigrants coming to this country and the question whether 
if they knew prohibition was in force here, they would be as likely to settle as if there 
was no prohibition, you have said that the conclusion you came to was, that they would 
settle in any country where the habits and customs were most like those at home ?— Yes. 

39675. Can you conceive of any people who might prefer to go into a region where 
there was prohibition /—Yes. I can conceive of a number of prohibitionists getting 
together. 

39676. Can you conceive of others than prohibitionists settling in a country were 
there was prohibition /—I myself, going into a strange town, instead of going into a 
saloon and passing the night there, go to a temperance hotel, because I like a quiet night. 

39677. Then you think the temperance hotel more quiet than the hotel with a bar? 
—Yes, and more favourable for sleeping. 

3 39678. Is it your experience that the liquor traffic as carried on in bar-rooms, is an 
interference with quiet and sleep?—Yes, with sleep. When men get together, they 
begin to talk, and of course they do this in the bar room. If I want to sleep I prefer 
the temperance hotel, for this night only. 

39679. Is it your observation that the liquor traffic, as carried on in bar-rooms, is 
an interference with a person’s quiet and an interference with the social life, moral life 
and business life of the community /—No, I do not think so. 

39680. Is the liquor trade, as carried on, productive of crime in any degree /—I 
have already said that liquor cannot be fairly said to be productive of crime, but that 
drinking is very often the occasion on which crime takes place. If liquor had been absent, 
there would not have been the occasion. A great many crimes occur in what might be 
called a drunken row ; but when a man is going to commit a burglary he takes care to 
be sober. 
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39681. Have you observed that the ordinary man when-he begins to drink becomes 
regularly educated to the drink habit ’—I have never observed that one way or the 
other in regard to the drink habit. I have often observed that when an uneducated man 
gets a sum of money, the only thing he appears gble to do is to go and get drunk. 

39682. If a burglar keeps sober for business purposes, do you think it would be 
well for other men to keep sober for business purposes !—TI am certain it would. 

39683. You have spoken of your experience in Alaska, when you said it was a great 
nuisance to be unable to get liquor, and some persons told you where you could obtain 
it !—That was after two weeks’ enforced abstinence. 

39684. From which are there greater evil results: the drink traffic, as carried on, 
or inability to get liquor occasionally ?—I should say, on the whole, the inability to get 
liquor. The drink trade is not a great offence if you keep out of the way of it. 

39685. Does it place itself in the way of people who otherwise would keep out of 
the way of it ?—No, I think you can generally keep out of its way. 

39686. Speaking of the Turks, you said that you could not get any liquor in Turkey, 
except a certain kind. Do you believe that if the Turkish Government provided facili- 
ties for drinking freely, the Turks would thereby become a good and orderly people !— 
No, I donot think so. It is not in the nature of the people. But the superior races of 
men are greatly given to liquor. 

39687. You think that is the characteristic of a superior race of men?—Yes ; they 
are apt to do it to excess. 

39688. Are the superior men in this country the men who get drunk ?—The infe- 
rior races of men do not drink. However, it is a question of constitution. You take the 
African from Africa’ he is quite as fond of rum as Pitt was. Asa rule, you will find 
the class of men who keep sober an inferior race. I would be sorry to see men, white 
men, reduced to the level of Hindoos. 

39689. Do you think if the people of this country abstained from liquor, they would 
be reduced to the level of Hindoos?—No. I think the people belonging to the white 
race would not submit to be prohibited obtaining liquor, for they would have it. 

39690. Is it because they are the superior race that they will getit? Take men in 
this country who do not drink: are they inferior to men who do drink, intellectually or 
physically ’—I should think it a sign of inferiority. 

39691. Intellectually, physically or morally ?—I should consider it a mark of infe- 
riority if a man cannot drink, or does not drink, and if he will not drink. He might 
abstain from religious motives or for the sake of example. These are high and good 
motives, but for a man to abstain simply because his constitution cannot stand it, that is 
a mark of distinct inferiority. — 

39692. Take the people of Victoria, men who drink and men who do not drink. 
Are the men who do not drink inferior to the men who do drink ?—I have very little 
acquaintance with men who do not drink. I associate with men who drink. If a man 
takes a pint of claret a day, I consider he drinks. 

39693. Is he morally superior to the man who does not drink ?—I think he is 
superior morally, intellectually and physically. 

39694. You think he is a stronger and better man ?—A stronger and better man, 
who is carrying out the law of the Bible. 

39695. Would you, in the interest of the country, physically, intellectually and 
morally, have the liquor trade carried on freely without let or hindrance!—No; I do 
not think it should be carried on without let or hindrance. 

39696. Why have any restrictions !—Because I believe there should be some restric- 


- tions on the trade. The wisdom of mankind has placed restrictions on it. In all coun- 


tries restrictions have been placed on the liquor trade. 

39697. Can you say why that is?—That is a question entirely for the legislators 
to say ; but I suppose one reason would be that all places where people assemble under 
circumstances should be regulated, and therefore you find all places of assembly regu- 
lated by law. Places of public gatherings, theatres and all establishments where liquor 
is sold are regulated by law. 

39698. Does this apply to any other trade except the liquor trade !—I do not know 
of other trades being regulated in exactly the same way, except, perhaps, theatres. 
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They are not regulated, however, because they carry on the trade, but because they are 
places of resort and places of meeting. This principle of regulation apples not only to 
the liquor traftic, but to all places of - public meeting. 

39699. Do you think if those places were not regulated, they would produce a com- 
bination of disorders that would be one to the community /—Just the same as 
meetings in Trafalgar Square : they are all regulated and controlled by the police. 

39700. Would the meetings in Trafalgar Square require to be regulated, except for 
the fact that the liquor trade is a large factor !—The liquor trade has nothing to do with 
political meetings held in Trafalgar Square. I do not see the connection of your ques- 
tion. 

39701. Would not the larger proportion of the men be under the influence of 
liquor ?—Certainly not. Speaking of prohibition ?’—I desire to say that this does not 
only apply to Trafalgar Square. There was a similar instance at Chelsea, where the 
people started to preach, and that of course had to be regulated by law. The Salva- 
tionists, in the same way, should be controlled by law. 

39702. Is it the same as regards bar-rooms !—I believe they are a most moral and 
excellent set of people, but they go about beating their big drums and singing like a lot 
of drunken Siwashes, and they should be controlled. 

39703. Do you think measures to control them should be adopted in a like manner 
to the measures adopted towards the liquor trade !—I do not know what means might 
be adopted to prevent the nuisance and annoyance, for it might rather be dignifying 
them by giving them too much prominence. I donot know that any one is afraid of the 
Salvationists, but people find them to be a nuisance. 

39704. Are people afraid of the liquor trade ?—Some people appear to be. 

39705. Is it because a great many people are afraid of the liquor trade that regu- 
lations and restrictions are placed upon it /—No, I do not think so. When you take an 
English-speaking people and you find that a certain number are afraid cf the trade, 
Tam led to imagine that many people are afraid, although I do not think that any one is 
really afraid of the trade itself, 

39706. Would you understand the fact that a great many regulations and restric- 
tions are placed on the liquor trade to indicate that the majority “of the people are in 
favour of that kind of regulation ?—I take it that the will of the majority of the people 
is expressed on the statute-book. 

39707. Do you think it was the public will that framed the law ?—No. 

39708. Do you consider that that would be done by the representatives in the 
Legislature ’— Yes. 

39709. So the public will find its opinion represented in the Legislature, and the 
Legislature will frame the enactments. Do you think if a prohibitory law were enacted, 
it would be a worse Act /—I do not believe it would be worse, but I do not think you 
could get it. 

39710. Is your objection to a prohibitory law based on principle, or what you 
regard as the impracticability of prohibition !—On both grounds. I think it would be 
inexpedient if it were possible, and it is impossible if it were expedient. 

39711. If three-fourths of the people said they wanted prohibition, a law to pro- 
hibit the manufacture, importation and sale of alcoholic liquors for beverage purposes, 
do you think it would be right to enact such a law !—If the sky were to fall we would 
catch plenty of larks, and they would be very cheap. 

39712. That is not an answer to the question?—I beg your pardon. Your state- 
ment is as practicable as my supposition that the sky might fall. You said that pro- 
vided three-fourths of the people were to desire a general prohibitory law. I do not 
think that it is at all possible. 

39713. I am not a lawyer, but reading the law as enacted, I have learned this: 
That not so many years ago there was little or no regulation or restriction placed on the 
liquor trade, and now everywhere there are restrictions placed around that trade. Do 
these increased restrictions express the popular sentiment ; do you so explain them /— 
All highly educated, legitimate sentiment favoured it. I object to the word restriction, 
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I would rather use the word regulation, because there is really no restriction on the 
quantity that may be sold. 

39714. From your experience as a Judge and observation as a citizen, can you say 
whether the license law, as it stands to-day, regulates the liquor trade ?—The license 
law to-day professes to regulate the trade, and it should be obeyed. 

39715. It professes and is intended to regulate the trade, but as a matter of fact 
does it regulate it?—I think it does, to a very great extent. I do not know of any 
cases where it does not regulate the trade, except where the traders sell liquor to 
Siwashes. These cases are unfortunate, but they appear to continue in spite of the law. 

39716. Do the men in the trade sell liquor to Siwashes?—No, not the men in the 
trade exactly. 

39717. Then what men sell !—That is rather a question for the Police Magistrate. 
They are generally a very low class of men, who buy liquor in order to sell it again to 
the Siwashes. 

39718. Of course, as a Judge, you believe in the enforcement of the law ?—I think 
so. If there is a bad law enacted, the best way of getting it repealed is to carry it out 
strickly until it is repealed. 

39719. Do you believe a law against an evil thing creates a strong public senti- 
ment against that evil thing ?’—I do not think I ever considered that proposition. It 
might strengthen public sentiment, and might at the same time raise an outcry against 
it and weaken it. 

39720. If a law against an evil thing is to be abolished because of an outery raised 
against it, would you, as a Judge, more rigidly enforce the law !—I would, as a Judge, 
endeavour to enforce the law that was on the statute-book ; that is all I would be able 
to do, 

39721. Do you believe law is an educator 1—It is an educator, but very often it 
educates by bad example. A bad law educates the people as much as a good law, in 
some sense. 


By Judge McDonald : 


39722. Is it not a fact that animosity is aroused against a prohibitory law, because 
the people believe that the law is against a thing that is not an evil /—Yes, that is what 
I meant by saying that a bad law even educated the people as much as a good law. 
They believe a thing illegal if contrary to Statute, but it is not immoral. When a law 
is pressed more and more against this, they are more and more educated to believe in 
the immorality of the law. . 

39723. In speaking of the North-west Mounted Police, you of course referred to 
the officers with whom you came in contact /—Yes, certainly, and I found them nice 
gentlemanly men. 

39724. I suppose you had no intercourse with the privates ?—No ; but I never saw 
one of them under the influence of hquor. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


39725. Did we understand you to say that the officers and men had liquor in plenty ? 
—They seemed to have, and were reported to have. They seemed to be a sober, superior 
class of men, superior intellectually, morally and physically to the men who never took 
whisky. 

39726. Do you attribute that to the fact that they took liquor?—No. You are 
attributing to me the cause instead of the effect. I say that the superior class of men 
and nations, as I have observed them, are fond of liquor, and only inferior nations 
abstain from liquor. Not that there is any inferiority because they abstain, but they 
abstain because they are inferior. All the Anglo-Saxon nations are fond of liquor, and 
they are, and I belong to one of them, considered to be superior to the ordinary 
races. 

39727. Then the desire for liquor is an indication of superiority !—I think so, cer- 
tainly. 

39728. Then abstinence from liquor is an indication of inferiority /—I suppose so. 
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By Judge McDonald: — ‘ 


39729. I suppose vou want us to take that answer subject to what you have stated 
before, with your previous explanation !—Yes ; even barbarians are fond_of liquor. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


39730. What about the Indians and Half-breeds and Siwashes, whoare very fond 
of liquor: are they superior?—No. I did not say it was the universal rule. On the 
contrary, I have mentioned over and over again that there are a great many individual 
cases which do not fall within the rule ; but as betweenfnations, those that abstain are 
certainly inferior. * 


By Judge McDonald : 


39731. You have excepted men who abstain from conscientious motives !— Yes. 

39732. And men who abstain for the purpose of setting an example to others ?— Yes. 

39733, I believe that the man you consider inferior is the man who,'on account of 
constitutional defects or weaknesses, abstains /— Yes. 


Sir MATTHEW BAILLIE BEGBIE subsequently forwarded to the Acting Secre- 
tary of the Commission the following supplementary statement :— 


VICTORIA, November 23rd, 1893. 
To Dr. BraDLey, 
Acting Secretary, Royal Commission, Liquor Traffic. 


Sir,_—As I fear some of my answers to the Honourable Commissioners may have 
been misunderstood, I beg to supplement those answers in writing. 

39734. I did not mean tosay, and I do not think I said (though you have so supposed) 
that the use of stimulants proved any superiority either in a race, or an individual, over 
an abstainer. My contention merely was that as a matter of fact stimulants are used 
by all the Indo- Caucasian races ; and that the only races who habitually, or generally, 
abstain from alcoholic beverages are generally considered inferior to these, viz. : The 
Mohammedan races generally, Hindoos and Chinese. I also stated that I had never 
met a total abstainer who impressed me as possessed of extraordinary excellence, morally, 
intellectually or physically. On the contrary the best men I have known in every line 
have used stimulants. 

In answer to a question that people are debased by using, and improved by abstain- 
ing from stimulants, I meant to say that demonstration is scarcely possible ; because if 
a people used alcohol for a certain period it would have been impossible to say what 
their relative position would have been had they during the same period used nothing 
but water, and wice versa. I now wish to add that all the examples I can remember 
certainly are contrary to the suggestion. For instance: 

Eight hundred or one thousand years ago the Mohammedan nations surpassed the 
Christian nations in arms, in science, in literature ; supported and at length repulsed 
far beyond their limits, all the forces of Europe banded against them, and nearly alone 
preserved mathematics, astronomy, medicine and philosophy from oblivion. Thirty 
generations of water drinking on the one side and wine drinking on the other has not 
improved the relative position of the total abstinence men; on the contrary, the posi- 
tions are entirely reversed, and many Christian nations are now able, singly, to cope 
with the whole force of Islam. And the relative progress of the Christians in arts and 
sciences and learning has not been less pronounced, but is ever more remarkable than 
their advance in ar med strength. 

As another example: I never heard of anybody here who ever saw a drunken 
Chinaman ; yet this extraordinary sobriety has not enabled them to gain a higher posi- 
tion than. ‘the whisky drinking colonists of European race. Again : : The Mormons 
have been compelled by their religion to be total abstainers during three generations ; 
but they have shown as yet no superiority, physically, morally or intellectually, over the 
surrounding Gentiles. 
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It is further remarkable that whereas all Christian communities are by the exigen- 
cies of their religion bound at least to the occasional use of wine, communities who 
reject all fermented wines or liquors are precisely those who reject Christianity. Even 
among the most ignorant and barbarous savages, who delight in rum, the aborigines of 
Africa, are more susceptible to the teachings of our missionaries than are the water- 
drinking Arabs who oppress them. So, too, the Indians of this continent who have 
universally a taste for fire-water, are more open to Christian teachings than the Mor- 
mons. And, I believe, the same observation holds as between the higher and lower 
castes of the Hindoos. 

I don’t mean to say that these facts establish the utility of whisky drinking or 
any mischievous properties in water. If the Turks had been drinking spirits ever since 
the crusade, and the Russians nothing but water, it is of course possible that the rever- 
sal of their relative strengths might have been more ridiculously obvious than it is now. 
I am as far from suggesting that Christianity is founded on alcohol as that Moham- 
medism is based on water. All I contend for is that the use of alcohol is compatible 
with great improvement all along the line, and that water drinking does not preserve a 
nation from every sort of degradation. There is probably one subtile influence or in- 
stinct at work which impels one race to Christianity, freedom, civilization and the juice 
ofthe grape, and another race to Mohammedism, coffee and an indolent barbaric depotism. 

Another expression I used, which one of the Honourable Commissioners appeared 
not to understand, was in answer to a question to me on the hypothesis that a large 
proportion of the community desired the total suppression (as I understood) of the liquor 
trade. This seemed to me an impossible hypothesis, at least on this continent, much as 
if we were to speculate on what was or should be done if the sky should fall. The only 
instance which could be quoted, would be, I suppose, the State of Maine. But it is 
quite clear that the majority of that community are not in favour of their repressive 
law, but treat it (though the people are otherwise law-abiding) with the utmost con- 
tempt. Statutes are not enacted, but endured by a majority, not from any belief in 
their utility, but from mere weariness—like the judgment of the unjust judge—and in 
the full persuasion that such provisions will speedily become obsolete ; as the ‘‘ Maine 
Liquor Law ” is already expected to be, except for the purposes of derision. 


T have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


MATT. B. BEGBIE. 


Hon. ALBERT NORTON RICHARDS, Q.C., of Victoria, barrister-at-law, on 


being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


39735. Youarea barrister and also a notary and Queen’s Counsel of Ontario!— Yes, 

39736. How long have you lived in British Columbia ?—I was here off and on a 
number of years before I settled here finally. 1 think I came here in 1875 and remained 
until 1881. Then I was absent until 1884. I returned at that time and have remained 
since, 

39737. You are well acquainted, I believe, with the Ontario License Law ?—Yes. 
T think I was also in Ontario when the Scott Act was in force. I was there in 1881-82. 

39738. What county were you in?—TI was at Brockville. The Act came into force 
on Ist May, 1886. I was back there, and went to Ottawa on some business. 

39739. Did you see anything of its operation when you were there !—There were old 
men who were in the habit of drinking, and when they could get nothing to drink they were 
better men. 

39740. Do you know whether they did get liquor or not ?—They ran over te Mor- 
ristown and obtained what they wanted. Of course there were a great many who did 
not get it. The farmers who came in then went home sober. 


504. ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC. 


39741. Do you know how the Act operated in later years?—I was not back there then. 

39742. Do you know what became of the Act ?—It was repealed. 

39743. Why?—I do not know. There was a large majority who voted in the 
counties for it originally, and a still greater majority voted to repeal it at the end of 
three years. It could not be repealed until after three years. 

39744. Then you do not know why it was repealed?—No, I was not there at the time. 

39745. Since you came here, have you noticed any change in the social customs 
of the people, whether there\is less liquor used now than formerly !—I am not a drinking 
man myself; I never go into a saloon. ! 

39746. I mean in regard to the people, whether there is more or less liquor taken 
since you came to the province, at public meetings and at family gatherings ?—I do not 
know. I do not associate with drinking people and with drinking men. 

39747. Are you a total abstainer!?—No, I never was. JI ama temperance man, 
but I do not belong to any temperance society. I do not say that I do not drink, but 
T do not care about it, and I do not take any credit to myself for not drinking. 

39748. Were you at any time brought into connection with the license law ?—I 
was Police Magistrate for three years. 

39749. Take the cases that came before you, was any large percentage attributable 
to the use of intoxicating liquors?—When I first took office there was no punishment 
for drunkenness. We had the Dominion law, the Vagrancy Act. Simple drunkenness 
was no offence, and some other offence had to be coupled with it, such as being a 
nuisance. Subsequently the City Council passed a by-law making drunkenness an 
offence. I think this law was in force two years before I gave up. 

39750. Had you many cases under it ?—I do not remember : the returns will show. 
I had to prepare two sets of returns, one a return of offences under the provincial statute, 
and one under Dominion statute. I do not know whether my predecessor or successor 
did this, but I thought it was necessary. 

39751. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, a law to prohibit the 
manufacture, importation and sale of alcoholic liquor for beverage purposes, do you think 
it right that brewers and distillers should receive compensation for their loss of plant 
and machinery /—I think so. I think if the law allows men to engage in the business 
and to invest capital, the State should compensate such men if it subsequently destroys 
their trade. Take the case of Robert Bowie, of Brockville: he was almost ruined 
He spent a large sum of money in establishing a large brewery. The Scott Act then 
came into force, and he was shut out from the local market, and no compensation was 
made him. I think the case was one of extreme unfairness. If municipalities wish to 
adopt such laws as the Scott Act, men engaged in the trade should be compensated. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


39752. Would that instance seem to indicate that the Scott Act so far as those 
counties were concerned had the effect of destroying the liquor trade ?—I think it did. 
I do not pretend to say whether there was as much liquor drunk there afterwards or not. 

39753. Speaking about compensation: sometimes changes are made in the tariff 
which almost destroys business interests. Do you think it would be right to compen- 
sate all traders in such cases?—I am not looking at the question in that light, but I 
certainly think that if the State licenses men to manufacture under Dominion laws and 
grants permits to establish distilleries, and if it is decided later on that it is in the in- 
terests of the public to destroy those businesses, I think the public should compensate 
the parties. 

39754. About the prohibition of the trade: do you think it is desirable in the in- 
terests of the country physically, morally or socially to prohibit the drink trade over the 
whole country /—I never was in favour of it ; I am not a prohibition man. 

39755. Are you opposed to the principle of prohibition ?—I think that such a law 
is right in principle, because liquor is the source of a great deal of evil, and I am satisfied 
that almost all the crime is committed through liquor. At the same time there are a 
great many men who drink moderately, and it would be unfair to those men to take 
away their natural rights and prohibit them obtaining it when they wish to do so. 

Hon. Aubert Norton RicHArDs. 
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39756. Do you think it is an interference with natural rights to arrest a man who 
drinks to excess, and shut him up?—TIf he drinks to excess it should be done by people 
to protect themselves. 

39757. Do you think it is well to establish a trade that provides facilities for that 
man’s excessive drinking /—You might shut up butcher shops according to that argument. 
All men do not drink to excess. 

39758. Do you think that butcher shops and drinking shops are quite alike ?—There 
are a great many dyspeptics in this country, and all of them are manufactured by over 
eating. You might ask for the closing up of sugar refineries. American women are 
noted for eating sugar and ‘becoming dyspeptics. Pretty nearly all the women in 
America are troubled with dyspepsia. They are not nearly as strong as old country 
women who have 10 or 15 children. 

39759. Do you think drinking and over eating are parallel? Do you include them 
in the same category !/— Yes. 

39760. Do you think over eating is as injurious to the country at large as is drink- 
ing !—I think there are more drunkards than dyspeptics. Some men commit a great 
many crimes through liquor by having their tempers aroused. Take, for instance, crimes 
resulting from scenes of violence, assaults, murders and offences of that kind, which are 
more or less the result of drink. 

39761. Which do you think is the more injurious to the community as established 
to-day, the drink trade, or the meat and grocery trade /—We cannot get along without 
the meat and grocery trade. 


JAMES E. McMILLAN, of Victoria, High Sheriff for the County of Victoria, on 


being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald : 


39762. Does the county. take in more than the city /—Yes, it takes in nearly all 
the island. 

39763. How long have you been High Sheriff !—Eight years. 

39764. How long have you resided in the province !—Thirty-two years. 

39765. Did you come here from one of the other provinces /—Yes, from Durham, 
Ontario. 

39766. I suppose a license law was in force in Ontario when you were in the County 
of Durham ?—Yes. 

39767. Did you find a license law in force here when you came here /—Yes. 

39768. Have you never had a prohibitory law here !—No. 

39769. How have you found the license law operate. Has it been satisfactory or 
otherwise /—How do you mean, generally ? 

39770. Yes, generally in this community. Have the provisions been well observed ? 
—Yes. 

39771. The restrictions have been increased latterly, we understand !—Yes, slightly. 

39772. Do you think it has been for the public benefit /—Certainly. 

39773. Have you considered the question of prohibition /—I have thought of it and 
read of it. 

39774. Are you favourable to prohibition on principle !—I think so. 

39775. Have you formed any opinion as to whether it would be practicable to 
enforce it on this island ?—I think it would be just as practicable as any other law, 
although the people have certain ideas as regard their liberty. 

39776. Do you think there would be any difficulty in enforcing it?’—No more 

_ difficulty than with any other law, if you only get. the men to do it. 

; 39777. You mean to enforce a law to prohibit manufacture, importation and sale of 

intoxicating beverages for drinking purposes ?—I think if there were proper officials 
appointed who did their duty, it could be enforced. 
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39778. Have you been in any country where there has been such a law in opera- 
tion /—_No. 

39779. Do you know anything in regard to the operation of the law in the North- 
west Territories /—Not from personal observation, only from what I have read. 

39780. Have you considered the question of granting remuneration to brewers and 
distillers, in the event of the passage of such a law, for their loss of plant and machinery ? 
—No, I have not given that subject consideration. 

39781. You are not prepared to say whether it would be right or wrong ?—I do not 
see what claim they would have, any more than compensation might be claimed for 
changes in the tariff. 

39782. You put those cases on the same footing ?—Yes. 

39783. Have you considered the terms of the statute and the departmental regula- 
tions regarding brewers and distillers, who have to put in certain machinery and plant, 
and distillers are compelled to keep their stock for two years?—I do not think it 
would be a fair thing to give those men the right to start business and then to legislate 
away their business without paying them something. 

39784. Have you thought of the enforcement of a general prohibitory law !—Yes. 

39785. Will you kindly state to the Commission the mode of enforcement you 
would adopt to prevent smuggling here /—I think the machinery we have now would be 
sufficient to prevent smuggling. 

39786. In the Nor th- west Territories the Government maintained a force of Mount- 
ed Police of 1,000 men charged with the enforcement of the law, and with a right to 
search houses and persons. Would you favour the adoption of such a law here !—Yes ; 
I would have a law to prevent the introduction of liquor into the country. 

39787. Are travellers landing from Japan and bound for Europe searched as regards 
their hand baggage !—Yes, they are searched for cigars also. 

39788. You would be satisfied with a law of that kind ?—Yes, I have no objection 
to it; I rather favour it. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


39789. You have, of course, to deal with matters of crime as High Sheriff of the 
county ?— Yes. 

39790. Have you noticed during the eight or nine years you have been in office 
whether there has been any proportion of the crime that you have dealt with traceable 
directly or indirectly to the drink trade or the drink habit?—I have no doubt of it 
whatever. 

39791. What proportion do you think it would reach ?—Three-fourths of all the 
offences here are traceable, directly or indirectly, to the use of alcoholic liquors. 


EARNEST HALL, M. D., of Victoria, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :-— 
Ly Judge McDonald: 


39792. How long have you resided in British Columbia !—Two years. 

39793. Did you come here from one of the other provinces !—I came from Halton 
County, Ontario. 

39794. Did you live there during the time of the Scott Act ?—I was there attend- 
ing college. 

39795, When you came here, did you find a license law in force ?—Yes. 

39796. How did you find the license law work ?/—I am not prepared to answer that 
question directly, not having had my attention called particularly to the working of the 
license law, 

39797. As between prohibition and license, which do you favour !—The only pro- 
hibition of which I have had any experience was in the County of Halton under the 

James E. McMILian. 
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Scott Act, and it certainly diminished the quantity of liquor consumed, to a very great 
extent. 

39798. Do you. think such a law would be beneficial !—Yes, decidedly. I think 
such was my personal experience as a young man, 

39799. Was the Act repealed ?—Yes. 

39800. Do you know if efforts have been made to pass it again since it was repeal- 
ed !—Not that I know of. 

39801. Have not three years to elapse before the Act can be tested again !—I do 
not know. 

39802. Have you considered the subject of prohibition ’—I have. 

39803. Are you favourable to it 1 Most certainly. 

39804. As a matter of principle ?—As a matter of principle. 

39805. Do you think it wrong to license the liquor trade /—I do. 

39806. Do you think it is a sin?—Itis a sin to license it. 

39807. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, a law to prohibit 
the manufacture, importation and sale of alcoholic liquors for beverage purposes, do you 
think brewers and distillers should be compensated for loss of plant and machinery ?—I 
think not, as they have all gone on with the understanding that the privilege might be 
taken away from them at any time. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


39808. Do you think a general prohibitory law could be well enforced /—I do. 

39809. Have you observed the license law sufficiently to know whether it is enfor- 
ced or not ?—I think it is not. 

39810. Have you reason to believe that the prohibitory provisions of the license 
law are observed !—Yes. 

39811. Do you know whether there is illicit sale by others than licensees !—There 
1S. 

39812. Do you know whether an attempt has been made to enforce the prohibitory 
provisions of the license law !—Yes, efforts have been made, spasmodic efforts. 

39813. You think it is as easy to enforce a general prohibitory law as it is to enforce 
the prohibitive clauses in the license law ?--No; I will not say it is as easy, but I think 
it is as practicable. 

39814. Do you think such a law could be well enforced, enforced as well as the 
prohibitory clauses ?—I think so. 

39815. Comparing Halton under the Scott Act and Victoria under license, which 
would you prefer ?—Halton under Scott, Act most decidedly. 

39816. How do you account for the fact that Halton repealed the Scott Act later 
on !—It was a matter of opinion among a great many that the weak-minded temper- 
ance men violated the law themselves, and so condemned the whole system. 

39817. Did you understand the repeal of the Scott Act as the verdict of the people 
against prohibition /—By no means. 

39818. Have you reason to believe that many of the people who voted against the 
Scott Act and who voted for its repeal would be likely to vote for absolute prohibition ? 
—I know a great many of them would do so. 

39819. I ask this question, because it has been stated repeatedly that the Scott 
Act people vote against restriction of the liquor traffic !—Not at all in Ontario. 

39820. As a practising physician, have you observed whether total abstinence is 
compatible with the best health !—Sir Matthew to the contrary, I hold that itis compa- 
tible with the most perfect health, intellectually, morally and physically. 

39821. That suggests a question as to the superiority and inferiority of races. Have 
you any opinion that would bear on that point /—I do not know that I have. 

39822. Is habitual moderate drinking (a line is drawn by many people between 
moderate and excessive drinking, of course) harmful or otherwise /—Harmful, most 
decidedly. } 

39823. Other things being equal, has a total abstainer any better expectation of 
life than the habitual drinker /—All insurance statistics prove that to be the case, that 
they have the better chance. 
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39824, What is the rule of life insurance companies ?—I cannot give you statistics, 
but I am examiner for four or five different companies and each lays special stress on 
the question: ‘‘ Are you a moderate drinker or a total abstainer ?” Almost all companies 
lay stress on a man being a moderate drinker. 

39825. Do the companies vary the rates according to the answer given to that 
question ?— Applications are placed as Ist, 2nd and 3rd class. 

39826. You say you have been examiner for insurance companies ?—Yes, for a 
number of them. 

39827. Has the matter of heredity, other things being equal, the fact that a man is 
the child of habitual drinkers, any importance? Is he more likely than the child of 
total abstainers to have a desire for drink and suffer from any physical defect ?—I can 
only speak of the law of heredity which is universal in the human family, and give 
instances that have come under my own attention. The child of drinkers is more liable 
to become a drunkard on account of the inherited weakness of his nervous system, and 
there is a great risk of idiocy in children as a result of drunkenness on the part of 
parents. 

39828. Have you looked into the statistics as to idiocy /—I have not. 

39829. Have you looked into the statistics as to insanity /—No, I have not. I am 
referring to cases that have come under my own personal observation. 

39830. What do you think would be the effect on the health of a community if there 
was enforced prohibition ?—Beneficial in almost every instance. 

39831. Do doctors here give certificates of death ?— Yes. 

39832. Do you find any proportion of the cases directly or indirectly attributable 
to the drink habit and the drink traffic /—My practice is not among those who tipple to 
any extent, but I have had two cases at which I had to assist at post-mortems, which 
were attributable to drink. 

39833. Are you a Coroner ?—I am not. 

39834. Do you sometimes have to make post-mortems ?— Yes. 

39835. Do you find in cases of untimely deaths that there is a percentage of them 
due to the drink habit and traffic /—I will answer that question in this way: death was 
attributable to the condition which every scientific physician knows is due to alcohol. 
This man to whom I referred was an inveterate drunkard ; therefore, I drew the con- 
clusion that death was due to alcohol. 

39836. Why do insurance companies ask that question which you have given !— 
One of the chief reasons is that the use of alcohol, especially by women, possesses an 
element of danger. 

39837. Are there any companies that do not impose such restrictions !—One com- 
pany I wrote to on the subject said: ‘a total abstainer is capable of taking care of him- 
self wherever he goes.” This'company offers no restrictions. ; 

39838. You think that company regards total abstinence as being more safe ?— 
Yes. 

39839. As a physician coming into contact with parents and children, have you 
reason to believe that intemperance has been the cause of any proportion of sickness and 
disease which you have met ?—Yes, I think so. 

39840. What percentage would you say ?—I cannot say, on account of my practice 
not being among that class; the percentage would, however, be 2, 3 or 4 perhaps. 


By Judge McDonald : 


39841. How long have you practised medicine ?—Three years. 

39842. You have been two years here, I believe ?— Yes. 

39843, You said you wrote to some insurance company. Was it in regard to 
some inquiry such as this being made !—No; it was a different matter. 

39844. Are you prepared to say that there are insurance companies that have lower 
rates for total abstainers !—No. 

39845. You have said that the license law here is violated ?— Principally in houses 
of ill-fame. 

39846. Those people are not licensed /—That is where the violation takes place. 

Earnest HALt. 
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39847. ine there been cases of violation by licensees /—Not to my knowledge. 

39848. You say illicit sale takes places in houses of ill-fame?—Yes. 

39849. How many such places are there in this city !—Between 30 and 40, I should 
think. 

39850. We find by the return for 1891 that there was $18,000 paid for licenses into 
the city revenue and used for the benefit of the municipality, In case you obtained 
total prohibition, would you be prepared to raise by other taxation the money now raised 
by license ?—Most certainly. Not so much money would require to be raised. 

39851. Would you be satisfied to have a prohibitory law enacted under which, in 
order to be successful, you must give the police the power of personal and domiciliary 
search, and allow them search travellers coming into the country or leaving it /—Yes, 
with the provision that all persons with limited tickets should be allowed to pass. 
That is the only provision I would want inserted. 

39852. Would you expect the travellers to bring in liquor /—I would ae them 
‘to bring in a limited quantity. 

39853. What quantity would you allow them !—Half a pint at the outside. 

39854. You would have search made to see if the quantity was exceeded ?— Yes. 

39855. And if it was exceeded, you would take it away from them ?—Certainly. 

39856. Do you know any country where such a prohibitory law is in force /—I do 
not know that I can recollect any such country. 

39857. The Commissioners have been told that there is such a state of affairs 
existing in the Fiji Isiands. Have you any knowledge of the law there ?—No, I know 
nothing about it. 

39858. You would be prepared to try the law which you have spoken about, and 
see if it could succeed !—Yes. 


By fev. Dr. McLeod: 


39859. Speaking of houses of ill-fame, is it your belief that there is sale of liquor in 
them !—-Yes ; they could scarcely be run without whisky being sold in them. 


JOSHUA DAVIES, auctioneer and commission merchant, or being duly sworn, 
deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


39860. How long have you resided in Victoria /—I have resided here since 1860, 
more than 30 years. 

39861. Before that, where did you reside ?—In California. 

39862. What system of dealing with the liquor trade was in force in California 
when you lived there !—A license law. 

39863. Have you ever lived in any prohibition country !—No. 

39864. I suppose the license law since you came here has been amended from time 
to time in regard to its provisions !—I do not think it has been amended very much. 

39865. Do you think it works satisfactorily !—I do not think it works harmoniously. 

39866. Have you found it to work satisfactorily ?—Fairly satisfactorily. 

39867. Do you think the licensees try to live up to the provisions of the license 
law ?—I think so. 

39868. Have you reason to believe that unlicensed sale exists to any extent in this 
city 1—I do not think so. 

39869. Taking the community as a whole, how do you find the people, are they law- 
abiding or the contrary 1_—I think they will compare favourably with people in other 
communities. 

39870. Do you know anything of the use of light wines and ales here, as distinct 
from the use of ordinary spirits /—I cannot see very much difference. I think the people 
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are using more wines and beer than they have been in the habit of doing. This is on 
account of the cheapness of California wines and from the new breweries recently opened. . 

39871. Do you think it would be advantageous if the use of those liquors was 
increased and the people came to use them regularly instead of ardent spirits /—I do not 
know. ' It is not so much the use of liquor, but the taste and habit that are harmful. 

39872. Are there any amendments to the present license law that you could suggest, 
either as regards the mode of issuing licenses, or the number of licenses, or the amount 
of the license fee or any thing of that kind?—I have always thought that the sale of 
liquor should be open to all. 

39873. Do you mean open to all without limitation /—Yes; but the fee should be 
very high, probably two or three times as high as now. 

39874. Then in your opinion it would be desirable to allow any man to have a 
license, but you would make the fee high as a protection ?— Yes, and also see as to the 
quality of the liquor sold. 

39875. I think that is one of the matters that the Government are now attending 
to. They demand that liquor shall be two years in warehouse for purposes of rectifica- 
tion /—Yes ; that rule should be extended.to all imported liquors. I think liquor com- 
ing in from different countries should obey that law, and only liquor of a certain age 
should be allowed to be used. In other ways I think the quality of the liquor is a 
matter that the Government should look after, and there should be two or three classes. 
This is necessary not only to protect the wealthy but the workingman. 

39876. Then you would favour rigid and frequent inspection of liquors !— Yes. 

39877. And the trade would regulate itself, and as many licenses would be issued 
as would be taken care of by people who would make the business pay ?—Yes. 

39878. Have you considered at all the question of prohibition?—I am certainly 
opposed to anything of that kind. 

39879. Are you opposed to it on principle !—Yes. 

39880. Do you think a general prohibitory law would be practicable in this 
country /—No. When you prohibit people from obtaining a certain article, the demand 
for it is increased. 

39881. Apart from that circumstance, and taking this country as a whole, do you 
consider that it would be practicable to enforce a general prohibitory law for the whole 
Dominion ?—I do not think so. 

39882. What difficulties would you apprehend in regard to the enforcement of 
such a law?—In the first place, there is an immense coast line in the Dominion. Then, 
instead of the Government revenues and duties from different goods, I think there would 
be a lot of smuggling. It must be remembered that we have an immense coast line in 
the Dominion, taking the islands with the main land. It would be impossible under 
such circumstances to prevent smuggling. Of course if you put a very high duty on 
liquor it would encourage smuggling. 

39883. You have heard the question asked in regard to the enforcement of the 
prohibitory law in the Territories, which gave the right of search to the police, the right 
of search not only of premises but of persons. Would such a law be likely to succeed in 
this community !’—I do not think it would succeed. It would be most expensive if the 
Dominion ever undertook to attempt to enforce any such law. 

39884. Can you form an opinion, from your knowledge of the country and your 
experience, as to what effects the enactment of such a law would have on travel in the 
country ?—I think it would stop travel in a great measure. People are now in the habit 
of travelling under the most comfortable circumstances, having in the cars and steam- 
boats the best food and drink. From my experiences as regards travel through British 
Columbia, I think that very little liquor is used by tourists. However, if they could 
not get it, I suppose they would want it. 

39885. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, a law to prohibit 
the manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes, do 
you think that brewers and distillers should be remunerated for their loss of plant and 
machinery !—I think they should be paid every cent of what they have invested and 
the value of the liquor they may have in stock. 

JosHua DaAvIEs. 
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By Rev. Dr. McLeod : / 


39886. In what lines of goods do you deal?—I am a general auctioneer, and I 
handle everything that comes into this part of the world. 

39887. Do you receive consignments of liquors !—Often. 

39888. Speaking about the inspection of liquor, do you think the price of liquor 
under the inspection would increase ?—I do not think so. I think it would be a great 
benefit to many classes of the people, especially seafaring men, who go away for a 
number of months and when they return go into a low class of saloons where liquor of 
the very poorest quality is sold. That is one of the greatest dangers they meet with. 

39889. You think it would be a great benefit to them if the quality of the liquor 
was decidedly improved !—Yes ; if every one knew that they could get what they asked 
for, it would be very much better. The licensees should be pledged to keep liquor of a 
corenin quality, and if they kept it of an inferior quality, the houses should be closed. 

39890. Are there any liquors of a better class that would not make a man drunk ? 
—I think you can get drunk on almost anything. You can get drunk on liquor made 
with sugar and sea- -weed, They make liquor out of sea-weed and out of sugar ; the liquor 
made ott of sea-weed is known as Ochnoo. It is manufactured by the Indians near 
the Alaska territory, if not in Alaska itself. They distil it from kelp, which is a kind 
of sea-weed. The kelp furnishes the whole thing. It is the same as pure alcohol, and 
it is the very worst liquor. 

39891. It is practically alcohol ?—Yes. 

39892. Will it intoxicate a man ?—It simply makes you crazy, and a very little of 
it will do so. 

"39893. Would that be cheaper than ordinary liquor ?—If you wanted to kill your- 
self, I suppose it would be. 

39894. Does it actually kill, or simply make a man crazy ?—It makes a man wild. 

39895. Are the liquors which are said to be pure, less intoxicating ?-—-Any liquor 
will intoxicate. 

39896. Will it pay better than impure liquor, say of second or third class ?—Of 
course selling it by retail, the retailer does not make as much by selling good liquor as 
he would make selling poor stuff ; but when he receives 10 cents a glass he can afford to 
give the very best liquor. Tam speaking of the City of Victoria. 

39897. I suppose second and third rate places that sell poor liquor do so because 
there is profit in it /—Certainly, and that class of people take larger quantities. 

39898. Do you think that if they sold better liquors, the people would take less ? 
—They would reduce the quantity sold. If you want the very best brandy they will 
give you a small glass that is called a “pony.” They give you a smaller glass, and you 
have the privilege of filling it again. In the very best saloons they will charge 25 cents 
per glass for that kind of liquor ; but that is not what Iam talking about. What I 
want to distinguish is this: They have liquors that are practically new liquors, that is 
the liquors contain practically the fusel-oil. - That is the worst kind of liquor any one 
can use. 

39899. Is it not what men desire because it “scratches” and produces effects 
quickly !—Possibly, because the man has not been accustomed to anything better. 

39900. Would it be class legislation to take that kind of liquor away from a man ? 
—I think the Government should provide that liquor should be sold of a certain quality. 
They now provide that whisky and liquors of that sort shall be kept in bond two years 
for rectification purposes. The Government should provide that liquors that are im- 
ported should be treated in the same way, and that they should be of a certain strength 
and quality. 

39901. Are you now referring to smuggled liquor ?—No. You have at the present 
time to pay duty on the strength of liquors. The otticer takes one bottle out of the case, 
and the duty is paid on the strength of the liquor. 

39902. Is not that dictating : as to what a man should drink ?—It is the law to-day. 

39903. You have said that the license law works satisfactorily, and that it is not 
harmful?—I do not think it is harmful. The only way in which it could be improved 
would be to have higher license and have a less number of houses, and compel them to 
keep a better class of liquor. 
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39904. What would be the advantage of having a less number of houses selling ?— 
T think the present law gives an opportunity for a poorer class of liquor to be sold, and 
also a poorer class of persons to be engaged in the trade. If a more stringent law were ~ 
passed and a high license had to be paid, and a certain quality of liquor sold, the licensees 
would be more careful to comply with the law. 

39905. Have you observed yourself whether the liquor trade is harmful ?—It is, in 
some instances. 

39906. In many instances ?—Often you see a man drinking heavily, which is bad 
for his business, but you also find a great many people who do not drink to excess, 
These persons may take more liquor than others. 

39907. You do not believe in prohibition because it is an interference with per- 
sonal liberty, I suppose ?—I think so. I do not believe in any kind of prohibition. I 
do not believe any person has a right to say to me, I should not do so and so, simply 
because he believes it is not good for himself. He may be right, but it is not proper that 
any prohibition of that kind should be passed. 

39908. Do you think the law has a right todeal with inebriates?—I certainly think so. 

39909. Why !—Because the inebriate might be a danger to himself and to the com- 
munity. 

39910. Suppose they are harmless and do not create any disorder, do you consider 
the people have a right to deal with him ?—They might not deal with him directly, but 
if it was a case in which a man had become crazy from liquor, the law should deal with 
the person who sold liquor to him under the circumstances. _That would come under 
the liquor license law. 

39911. You do not think it would be right to deal with a man by convicting him ? 
—If he is a danger to himself and the community, I say yes. 

39912. You do not regard the liquor traflic as a danger to the community, I sup- 
pose ?—Not necessarily. 

39913. Did I understand you to say that men always want to do what is forbidden ? 
—A great many of them do. 

39914. Do you think it would be well not to forbid men to break laws, and thus 
let every man be a law to himself!—There are always certain restrictions in a city, 
there must be some kind of laws ; but as regards prohibition, that is going to the extreme. 

39915. You said that you did not believe in prohibition in anything ?—Yes. 

39916. Do you think that is applicable to the decalogue, and furnishes the reason 
why men violate it !—I am afraid there is a good deal of that. 

39917. Do you think it was a mistake to issue the decalogue !—I do not know. 


By Judge McDonald : 
39918. Do I understand that you would not favour prohibition as regards stealing ? 
—TI mean prohibition of anything wrong in law. 
39919. Anything wrong in principle !—I swore here with my hat on because I am 
a Jew. If you had said you cannot take an oath in that way, I would have replied 
that you were interfering with my personal rights. 
39920. Your answer that you are opposed to prohibition in anything, means any- 
thing that is not harmful in itself, I suppose !—Certainly. 
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ALEXANDER WILSON, of Victoria, merchant, on being duly sworn, deposed 
as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


39921. How long have you resided in British Columbia !—Thirty-three years past. 

39922. Did you come here from one of the other provinces ?— Yes, from the Pro- 
vince of Quebec. 

39923. What part /—I am a native of the City of Quebec. 

39924. I suppose the license law was in force in that province when you left there ? 
Yes, 

39925. Did you find a license law in force when you came here ?— Yes. 

39926. Have you lived anywhere else than in Victoria?—No. I believe the license 
fee was $600 when I came here, now it is $200. 

39927. So you have watched the operation of the license law here, as a citizen ?— 
I think I have. . 

39928. Do you know whether the licensees observe the provisions of the license law ? 
—I believe they make all the drunkards the law allows them to make. 

39929. I asked you whether you had noticed whether the licensees observe the law 
or not, I refer to sale on Sunday and after hours!—Up to within the last year the 
saloons were open seven days in the week and 24 hours in the day. Since the beginning 
of the year saloons have been open all week and closed at 11 o’clock Saturday nightand 
open again at. 4 o’clock Monday morning 

39930. How is the law observed ?—I do not think it is observed. 

39931. Do you know any establishment in which it is not observed 1—I have seen 
drunken men on the streets on Sunday. 

39932. Have you called the attention of the authorities to that fact —No. 

39933. I think you said the licensees make all the drunkards the law permits. What 
do you mean by that expression ?—As many as they can accommodate in the saloons. 

39934. I take it you are opposed to the license law?’—I am an out-and-out pro- 
hibitionist. 

39935. Then you think it is wrong to license the trade /—Yes. 

39936. And you consider it to be a sin?—I do. 

39937. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, a law to prohibit the 
manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes, would 
you. think it right that brewers and distillers should receive compensation for their loss 
of plant and machinery ?—-No. I think the Government should pay the widows and 
orphans the liquor trade has produced. An applicant receives his license for 12 months 
only, and he has to renew it at the end of that time. 

39938. Do you know of any case within your experience in which a Court granting 
licenses refused the application of a man who had lived up to the requirements of the 
law /—In this province 4 

39939. Yes?—I cannot say that I have. 

39940. Do you not know that under the requirements of the Government and de- 
partmental regulations men are required to have certain machinery for the purpose of 
manufacturing beer and spirits /—Yes. 

39941. Do you know that the spirituous liquor has to be kept two years in stock 
for the purposes of rectification, and that no remuneration is made them on that 
account !— Yes. 

39942. Do you think a prohibitory law should be passed, to come into force as 
soon as_ possible /—Yes. 

39943. In case such a law were passed, do you think it could be enforced here, pro- 
vided the Government were in sympathy with and pledged for prohibition!—If they 
believed in the law, it should be enforced. 

39944. Have you heard what has been said in regard to searching houses and per- 
sons: would you think that right under a prohibitory law !—We would have to submit 
to it. 
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39945. Do you think it would be right !—Yes. Of course such a regulation is not 
pleasant, but I would give it. 

39946. Would you make a limitation by allowing half a pint of liquor to travellers 
going through the country on a through ticket /—If I am a believer in prohibition and 
the Government of the country believe in it, there is no occasion for allowing travellers 
to carry liquor. There are, of course, medicines used in camp and they would not have 
liquor ; if liquor is to be given in one case, it should be given in others. 

39947. So you would make the measure a very rigid one ?—Yes. 

39948. And you would carry it all through !—Yes. 

39949. You think that with the officials openly in favour of such a law, it would 
be a success ?—With the Government of the-country sound on the question, there is no 
fear but that the evil will be stamped out and the officials will be sustained. 

3 950. Have you made a study of the question ?—I have read about it. 

39951. Do you know any country in the world where such a law is in force ?—I do 

not know of any: there is the State of Maine. 
39952. There is this state of affairs in Maine: We have the sworn evidence before 
the Commission that while the people are not allowed to sell or have liquor for sale, 
they can have all they want for themselves, but they cannot go beyond that —I know 
that some years ago it was a rare thing to see a drunken man. 

39953. Is that the kind of law you would favour?— Yes, if the people would have it. 

39954. Do you know of any country in the world where there is absolute prohibi- 
tion now ?—No; but I do not say that our country should not adopt sucha law. The 
liquor traffic is a curse in every sense. Liquor is no doubt good for medicinal purposes 
and for manufacturing purposes; but take the effect on families and individuals and 
communities, and I think any candid man cannot fail to admit that it isa curse. I 
think it is a mark of superiority on the part of a man to be a total abstainer. In this 
province I have seen clergymen, medical men and lawyers who were a disgrace to their 
respective professions, from the use of alcoholic drink. J have seen them in the com- 
pany of Indians. I respect an Indian as much as any other man as one of God’s 
creatures. They are capable of being elevated. In this province we have Indians who 
have been led up step by step to high positions. If you educate the Indian, he becomes a 
man. Put whisky to his mouth, and he falls back at once and becomes a low Indian. 
Put whisky to the white man, and you have a ‘‘mean white” at once. 

39955. Have you ever seen among the Indians what would be called moderate 
drinkers ’—I do not think there is such a thing among the Indians. 

39956. Do you think there is such a thing among whites ?—I do not think there is 
any such thing as moderate drinking. 

39957. Have you observed whether liquor has the same effect on whites as it has 
on Indians ?—Yes. 

39958. Have you spoken in regard to Indians. Would you make a law also in 
regard to whites, such as exists now in regard to sale to Indians ?— Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


39959. Have you noticed any change of late years in regard to the drinking habits 
of the people ?—I have. 

39960, Is drinking done more or less in this province ?’—In early days I think it 
was considered to be a mark of good breeding to have liquor on the table. When I 
visited a house there would invariably be drinking. Now the habit has pretty nearly 
died out. 

39961. You think there is less of social drinking ?—I do ; but there is more in saloons. 

39962. Then you think there is more bar-room drinking ?—Yes, and also in hotels. 

39963. As between the two, saloon and hotel bars : which do you think is the more 
dangerous !—The hotel bar is the more injurious. 

39964. To what do you attribute the change in the social customs in Victoria to 
which you have referred ?—The churches have had a great deal to do with it, as also 
have certain temperance societies, and in my opinion the Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union has had more to do with it than any other association. When liquor is taken 
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away from the sideboard and is no longer before the eyes of the children there is a great 
advancement made, and in this way young people who are growing up are not subjected 
to the same temptations. 

39965. Do you think the traffic is now regarded differently to what it was before ?— 
Yes, I think the people are beginning to look upon it as a disreputable traftic. 

39966. Do you believe the growing sentiment of the people in British Columbia to 
be against the liquor traffic ?—I do. 

39967. Do you think the sentiment in British Columbia approves of the restrictions 
in the license law !—Yes, that is my opinion. I believe that if a vote was taken to- 
morrow, the people would vote for prohibition. 

39968. Do you think it is desirable to have a plebiscite of the people on the 
question !—Yes, I think that would be the best way of arriving at the opinion of the 
people generally. 


by Judge McDonald : 


39969. You have lived in Canada all your life, I suppose /—The greater part of it 
I have spent about here. I belong to an inferior race—I am a Canadian. 

39970. You have spoken of a plebiscite. Has it been a British custom to regulate 
the legislation of the country by having a plebiscite ?—I believe not. 

39971. Then should this question not be treated as any other question and left 
with Parliament to deal with?—I do not believe our legislators are sound. You have 
men elected on the temperance question, and they do not vote for it. 

39972. You have said if a plebiscite were taken, the people would vote for prohi- 
bition. If the Legislature does its duty, will not this question be brought up and satis- 
factorily dealt with /—I do not believe the present House could order a plebiscite to be 
taken. 

39973. Instead of taking a plebiscite, why not let the people who would carry a 
plebiscite elect a representative pledged to carry out prohibition, and in this way follow 
British custom !—That is where the trouble comes in. 

39974. Why ?—When it comes to an election the people are influenced and vote 
the way they are influenced. 

39975. You mean they do not think of the prohibition question ?—Yes. 

39976. They allow other influences to override it !—Yes. 

39977. Why do they not see that candidates are brought out who while they would 
act as their representatives would act, would also be in favour of prohibition ?—I cannot 
tell you. 

39978. Can you explain it 1—No. 

39979. Does it not seem to be the same way all over the country ?—It does seem 
the same way. We find a man who is elected, and who is an out-and-out total prohi- 
bitionist, such as Mr. Foster, who is now Finance Minister, afterwards shuns the 
question. He asked where the revenue was to come from, and he wished to be shown 
how it was to be obtained, and appeared to think that it was impossible to obtain 
$7,000,000 that would be required. He does not think that prohibition would empty 
our penitentiaries. There are between 80 and 90 convicts in New Westminster. 

39980. Do you think they are there on account of drink ?—As Paddy said once, I 
think three-thirds are there on that account. 

39981. Have you any Chinese convicted ?—Yes. : 

39982. Weare told that they are not addicted to the drinking of liquor. Did 
intemperance take them there /—No. 

39983. Who are the three-thirds !—There are a certain number of Chinese. 

39984. You think that if the question was put as an abstract proposition, the 


people would vote at the polls in favour of total prohibition of the traffic {—I do. 


39985. But when the question comes down to practical politics, you think it is 
thrown aside —Yes. wo. 
39986. Has that been your experience in that connection !—Yes. 
39987. I understood you to say that the traffic has become disreputable in this 
province ?—All well thinking men think it disreputable. 
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39988. We have heard to-day that this is a very orderly and law-abiding community. 
Is that the case, do you think ?—Yes. 

39989. If all right thinking men consider the trade disreputable, how-is it there is 
any difficulty in getting the Legislature to take the same view : why will not right think- 
ing men act at the elections ?—Of course the people might put right thinking men in 
the Legislature itself. 

39990. If all right thinking men think the liquor traffic disreputable, and the 
majority of the people are right thinking men, where does the difficulty arise ?—I do 
not know. 

39991. Why do they not have the remedy applied by the Legislature to this 
disreputable trade ?—-They are striving for that. 

39992. Why cannot it be done, if all right thinking men are of that opinion !— 
They cannot get the right men. 

39993. Do you mean that the right thinking men form a majority of the commu- 
nity, and yet this cannot be carried out !/—Sometimes we have meu voting entirely for 
party, the same as they do in the east, but as a rule here men vote for individuals. For 
instance, there is a very respectable wholesale rum-seller in the Legislature. He is a 
very respectable man, if it were not for the traffic he carries on. 

39994. Is he disreputable on that account ?—-That, in my opinion, makes him dis- 
reputable, for he is dealing in an article that has been the cause of murdering a friend 
of mine. 

39995. Will the right-thinking men of whom you have spoken vote for the man 
whom you think is disreputable /—-I am sorry to say they do. 

39996. Can you account for that ?--No, it is one of the inconsistencies of human 
nature. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


39997. How many years have you been in business ?—I think about 28 years. 

39998. As a business man, have you noticed the effect of the liquor traftic on other 
branches of trade ’—The liquor traffic has this effect, if a merchant is a drunkard his 
children go bootless and very often hungry. 

39999. Do you think that in that way the liquor traffic has an injurious effect ? 
—I do. 


GREGORY CLEMENT SAUER, of Victoria, on being duly sworn, deposed as 


follows :— 
By Judge McDonald : 


40000. What is your business or occupation ?—I have the Banker’s Exchange 
saloon. 

40001. Do you hold any official position in connection with the Licensed Victual- 
lers’ Association ’—I do, I am President of the Association. 

40002. How long have you lived in British Columbia ?— About 10 years. 

40003. Did you come here from one of the other provinces ’—No, I came here from 
California. : 

40004. Since you came to British Columbia, have you resided in Victoria all that 
time ?—TI sold liquor in Vancouver before it was known by that name. 

40005. How long did you reside there /—A little over a year. 

40006. You were in the liquor trade in Vancouver !—Yes. 

40007. Have you now a license from the Licensing Board !— Yes. 

40008. Are you one of those who come under the provisions of the old law, that is, 
the license is continued from year to year by your simply paying the fee from year to 
year 1—Yes. 
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40009. Take the license law as you have observed its operation in Vancouver: do 
you believe that the persons who were licensed lived up to the requirements of the law ? 
—I think so. 

40010. Have you ever lived in any prohibition country /—When I was a boy, I 
lived in a country where it was in force. 

40011. Where was that ?—In Switzerland. 

40012. Do you recollect anything of the working of that law there ?—No. 

40013. Do you recollect anything of the part of Switzerland where it was in force ? 
—1It was in force in some districts. 

40014. In which of the cantons !—Zurich was one of them. 

40015. Are there any ‘amendments to the present license law you could suggest 
that would be advantageous. For instance, it has been suggested that it would be de- 
sirable to make the license fee higher !—I would not oppose it, but at the same time I 
do not think it would make any difference to the liquor traffic. 

40016. Then it has been suggested that there should be an inspection of liquors, so 
as to prevent the use of adulterated and impure liquors. It has been suggested 
that as there has been a law requiring Canadian liquors to remain in bond for rectifica- 
tion purposes, foreign liquors should be required to be of a certain age?—Certainly. I 
think it would be a great benefit to the people if the liquor was inspected and ascertained 
to be of the same degree of strength as it should be. 

40017. Have you had any experience in regard to the use of light wines and ales ? 
—Yes. 

40018. Is a taste for them growing among the people ?—Yes, there are more light 
wines and ales drank now than there were formerly, in fact the sale is increasing all the 
time. 

40019. Is lager beer used here much ?—It is. 

40020. Do you consider this to be a sober and law-abiding community !— Very 
much so. 

40021. How does it compare in that respect with other places in which you have 
lived in California and elsewhere ?—You will find drunken men anywhere, but this is as 
sober a community as I have seen anywhere. 

40022. As you are in the traffic it is hardly to be expected that you are in favour 
of prohibition !—Certainly not. 

40023. Putting aside the question as to whether you are favourable or not, do you 
think it would be practicable to enforce such a law ?—I hardly think so. I do not think 
the people want it. 

40024. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, to prohibit the manu- 
facture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes, would you 
deem it right and just that brewers and distillers should be compensated for their loss 
of plant and machinery ?—I certainly think so. 

40025. It has been suggested that it would be better to separate the sale of liquor 
from billiard and pool-rooms. What do you say as to that point !—I do not see that any 
benefit would result from that. 

40026. Have you a billiard-room /—TI have had a billiard-room. 

40027. Have you one now ?—No, I gave it up. 

40028. You would have people who would play billiards and not drink /—It caused 
considerable trouble, so T gave it up. 

40029. How did it cause trouble !—Because you had to attend to it. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


40030. Which pays better, the billiards or the bar ?—The billiards pay very well 
when you run them properly, in fact they pay better than liquor. 
40031. How long have you been engaged in the liquor business ?—About nine 
ears. 
as 40032. What is the object of the association of which you are President !—We 
have to pay a certain sum of money for permission to sell liquor, and we are entitled to 
certain protection from the Government, and in order to get that protection we have 


formed an association. 


518 ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC. 


40033. What protection do you expect from the Government ’—We hold licenses,. 
and consequently are allowed to sell liquor. 

40034. What protection do you expect from the Government that you obtain by 
having an association !—That we will not be infringed upon in any kind of way. For 
instance, they passed the Sunday law about six months ago. 

40035. Was the association opposed to that law ?—Certainly. 

40036. You did not want the Sunday law?—No. When we got our licenses, we 
had a right to sell on Sunday. 

40037. I think you said that men under license observe the law: do they sell on 
Sunday ?—Not that I know of. 

40038. Does the association chide its members who violate the law ?—Certainly. 

40039. What do they do?—We will not allow them to be in the association. 

40040. Have you had before your association any cases of violation !—To a certain 
extent. When we think we are infringed upon too much, we make a point to have it 
attended to. 

40041. Infringed in what way ?—In regard to the Sunday Act. 

40042. Since the Sunday law has come into operation, do you believe the licensees 
have observed that law ?—I think so. 

40043. Have there been no cases brought against any one in the association !— 
There were two cases, but no proof was found against the parties. 

40044. You think nobody has been convicted of selling liquor between Saturday 
night and Sunday ?—No. 

40045. Suppose one was convicted, would the association take notice and tell the 
licensee not to do it again ?—Certainly, if he had violated the law. 

40046. You believe in the license system ?—Of course. 

40047. Why do you believe in license ?—If there was no license law every one would 
sell liquor. 

40048. Do you not think it would be a better system ?—No, I do not. 

40049. Why do not grocers require to have licenses /—They have to have a license. 

40050. Cannot a man sell groceries without having a license !—They must pay a 
certain license, and in this way contribute a certain amount to the revenue of the city 
and country. 

40051. Then does every shop-keeper pay a license 1—Certainly. 

40052. But the liquor dealer does not require the same kind ?—He pays a license 
fee, which is about the same thing. 

40053. Do you think the grocery and liquor men are on the same basis !— Yes, to 
a certain extent. 

40054. Does licensing limit the amount of drinking ?—I do not think that license 
has anything to do with the drinking. 

40055. Do men drink as much with license as without it ?—Yes. 

40056. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, do you think men 
would go out of the trade!—I suppose they would have to do the same as anybody 
else ; they could not starve. 

40057. They would go out of the trade, I suppose ?—I do not think they would 
remain and be fined or imprisoned. 

40058. Would they be making themselves liable if the law were enforced /—The 
law would be enforced, but I do not think you could drive the liquor out of the country. 

40059. Speaking of compensation, you think that brewers and distillers should be 
compensated. Do you think that the men who hold licenses should be compensated ?— 
If the Government allowed me to take out a year’s license and stopped me selling before 
the year was over, I think I should be compensated. 

40060. But if the Government allowed you to run out your year, what would you 
say !—I would have no claim. 

40061. But you think the brewers and distillers have claims ?—Yes, because they 
have a certain amount of capital invested on which they could not realize. 


By Judge McDonald : 


40062. In what part of California did you live /—In San Francisco. 
GREGORY CLEMENT SAUER. 
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40063. I suppose you were not in any part of California where prohibition was in 
force ?—I formerly travelled in California, but there was no prohibition anywhere 
I visited. 

40064. There was no prohibition anywhere in your day, I suppose ?—No. 


THOMAS HOUGHTON, of Victoria, dry goods merchant, on being duly sworn, 
deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald - 


40065. How long have you resided in Victoria ?—I have resided in Victoria in the 
neighbourhood of 16 years. 

40066. Did you come here from one of the other provinces —No, I came here 
from Massachusetts, but I originally came from England. 

40067. How long is it since you came from Massachusetts ?—About 54 years. 

40068. What system was in force there !—The license system. 

40069. In England I suppose there was also a license system in force ?—Yes. 

40070. Did you find a license law in the province when you came here ?—Yes. 

40071. Have you observed the working of the law here /—Casually. 

40072. Do you know whether the provisions of the license law are carried out here ? 
—I could not state from my own personal knowledge whether they are carried out or not. 
I have heard people say that they are not carried out as much as they should be and 
that there is gambling going on, which is contrary to law. 

40073. Have you any personal knowledge as to gambling /—No, I have never been 
in gambling places in my life. 

40074. Is there any illicit sale of liquor going on here?—I do not know. 

40075. Have you considered the question of prohibition /—I have read a good deal 
about it. 

40076. Are you favourable to it !—Yes, I think it would be a good thing. 

40077. Are you opposed to the licensing of the liquor traffic !—I am opposed to it, 
because it is detrimental to the interests of the community and the walfare of indi- 
viduals. 

40078. Do you think the license system is wrong in principle /—Yes, I believe it is 
wrong in principle, as so much evil results from it. 

40079. Do you think it is wrong to drink liquor for beverage purposes !—I could 
not say it is wrong to drink liquor, although great evils result from the use of it. 

40080. So you think it would be well not to license the sale of it !—Yes. 

40081. You would rather have prohibition, I suppose ; but failing prohibition, 
you would rather have license than untrammelled sale ?—Yes. 

40082. Do you think a generally prohibitory law could be practically enforced in 
British Columbia ?—Of course that could only be ascertained by test. 

40083. You want prohibition that will go to the root of the matter ?—Yes, and I 
do not want a law that cannot be enforced. 

40084. You would not want a law that would prevent men drinking if the liquor 
was kept for their own use?—I do not object to such a law, but I do object to the 
sale of liquor. 

40085. You want to do away with sale and barter ?— Yes. 

40086. But would that not be an infringement of the personal liberty of the 
subject ?—Not if a man used it in this way, so that it would not prove a temptation to 
others. 

40087. You would require a man to get the liquor some where else than in the 
community where he lived, and you would not allow him to buy it here ?—No; he could 
bring it in from elsewhere : he would have to bring it in from the United States. 

40088. Or some other country than Canada ?—Yes. 
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40089. In case of the passage of a general prohibitory law, you would not favour 
prohibiting importation ?—No. 

40090. In case of the enactment of a general prohibition law, a law prohibiting the 
manufacture, importation and sale, do you think it right that brewers and distillers 
should be compensated for loss of plant and machinery ?—As regards machinery, I do 
not know ; that is a question I have not studied. 

40091. You understand that by statutory law and by departmental regulations 
those manufacturers have been required to introduce certain machinery, and from time 
to time it has been changed, and they are compelled to conform to those regulations. 
The manufacturers have also been required to keep in stock two years their liquor for 
rectification purposes. In case of the passing of a law that would prohibit their business 
altogether as regards manufacture and sale, would you think it right to remunerate them 
for loss of machiner y and plant ?—For machinery and plant, I ‘certainly would say they 
should not be compensated. As regards the liquor in stock, I think they should be 
paid for that. 

40092. Would you think it better to give them sufficient time to dispose of their 
machinery, plant and stock ?—I would pay them for it. 

40093. And you would put the law in force immediately ?— Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


40094. As a business man, have you noticed the effect the liquor trade has on other 
branches of business in the community, such for instance as the dry-goods?—As 
regards my own business, [ can speak more positively than in regard to other branches. 
I know those who are the most temperate people, heads of families whodo not drink, 
buy more and pay better. The more sober a community is, the better it is for a business 
like mine. 

40095. Do you consider that ene liquor trade as a rule interferes with other 
branches of business !— Yes. 


By Judge McDonald ; 


40096. I suppose there are other matters too, although people deal more in your 
line of business I suppose ?— Yes. 

40097. Are there other means of recreation on which men might spend their money 
than on liquor ?—Yes. Those who take recreation I think, however, are the ones who 
drink mostly. 

40098. Do you know any persons who use intoxicating beverages and use them in 
moderation /—That is men who do not get drunk: I believe lots of people in Victoria 
do so. 

40099. I suppose you have customers who do that ?—I have all kinds of customers. 


The Commission adjourned. 


Tuomas HouGuHron, 
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VICTORIA, November 13, 1892. 
The Commission met this day at 10 a.m. 


Present : 


JupGce McDona.p. Rev. Dr. McLeop. 


ROBERT WARD, of Victoria, merchant, on being duly sworn, deposed as 
follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


40100. What is your business or occupation ?—I am a merchant, and I am a Justice 
of the Peace for the Province of British Columbia. 

40101. Has a Justice of the Peace for the Province a larger jurisdiction than is 
possessed by an ordinary Magistrate ?—-Yes, he is a Justice of the Peace for the entire 
province. 

40102. And an ordinary Magistrate is only for the county or district?—A great 
many are such. 

40103. How long have you resided in this province /—For 22 years. 

40104. Did you come here from one of the other provinces originally ?—I came 
here from England. 

40105. What jurisdiction have you /—Similar to an ordinary Justice of the Peace, 
and as Justice of the Peace, have occupied for some years the position of a Licensing 
Commissioner. 

40106. In what section !—In Victoria. 

40107. Then you are one of the Licensing Board !/—I am not at the present time. 
A few months ago a special appointment was made by the Council for the Licensing 
Board. | 

40108. Have you travelled through the province !—Yes. 

40109. I suppose a license law has been in force in British Columbia since you 
came here?—Yes. The license law in different parts has not been enforced. The 
license laws in the cities have been different from those in the districts: that is to say, 
that the licensing regulations for the City of Victoria are not the same as those for the 
district. 

40110. Taking the license law in the different districts, does it appear to work 
satisfactorily ?—-With respect to the City of Victoria, the recent Act passed by the 
Legislature works more advantageously to everybody than any previous regulations have 
done. I consider that the present law as adopted in the City of Victoria is practically 
local option. 

40111. It was stated yesterday that some difference was made between hotels and 
other places selling liquor, owing to the recent amendment of the Act?—Yes. The 
practice of the Commissioners has been to favourably consider applications for Jicenses, 
but they have had to be satisfied that proper accommodation has been furnished by the 
applicant before the license was granted, and of course they take into account the 
character of the applicant himself. With respect to saloons it has been considered for 
some time past that there are enough in the city, and so no applications for saloons have 
been considered, not on account of disorderly conduct on the part of the applicant but 
simply because the Board thought there were enough in the city. 

40112. You appear to have five classes of licenses here !—I believe that is so. 

40113. The classes appear to be hotels, restaurants, saloon, wholesale, and bottle? 
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40114. Is there any difference between a saloon and a restaurant further than that 
the restaurant provides meals, and ina saloon meals are not necessary ?—In a saloon 
drinking can take place at a bar or in a room adjacent to the bar. In restaurants liquor 
must be served with the meals. There has always been a difference. 

40115. In a hotel may liquor be served at the bar and also at the table ?—Yes. 

40116. So the hotel license is the fullest kind of license, that is to say that liquor 
can be sold in more different modes than elsewhere?—Yes. The license. fee is larger I 
think. 

40117. Are licenses issued by the Provincial Government to breweries ?—No. 

40118. That is entirely a Dominion license I suppose?—They come under the 
Inland Revenue Department of the Dominion Government. 

40119. No attempt has been made to impose a provincial or municipal license on 
them ?—Not to my knowledge. 

40120. From your experience are there any amendments that you could suggest to 
the license law as it is at present ?—At the recent session of the Legislature an Act was 
passed amending the Liquor License Act with respect to provincial licenses, and that 
amendment had for its object the closing of saloons on Sunday. I may say that that 
Act applies to the whole province. I believe that Act is working most satisfactorily in 
Victoria. I do not know, but I am under the impression, that not more than one or 
two convictions have been obtained under the Act for infringement of the law. In the 
district I think last May, 14 prosecutions came before me, sitting as Magistrate for the 
district, for infringement of the law on Sunday. But the old point came up as to what 
was a bona fide traveller, and, although we convicted each of the defendants, yet upon 
an appeai to the Supreme Court the convictions were quashed, simply because the Court 
above considered that those men who obtained liquor were bona fide travellers. I think 
the Act should be amended so as to clearly state what is a bona fide traveller. In other 
respects the Act has worked satisfactorily as a whole. With respect to the conduct of 
the saloons in Victoria, I must say that at every meeting of the Commissioners which 
I attended, I made a point of inquiring from the police whether the saloons were well 
conducted, and I do not recollect one instance in which prosecution has taken place for 
carrying on a disorderly house, except in the case of the Standard Theatre, which was a 
music hall in which drinking was carried on in a very loose sort of way 

40121. Was it a licensed house ?—It was a house that obtained a license originally 
as a saloon, and subsequently it was turned into a low class music hall, and I am afraid 
worse than that. The Commissioners took the matter up very str ongly and eventually 
succeeded in getting the place closed. I do not think there is any place to-day in 
Victoria of the same character. 

40122. Have you reason to believe that illicit sale prevails to any extent !—No, I 
have no reason to believe it. Of course Ido not know whether you refer to selling liquor 
to Indians. 

40123. No. I am speaking of selling liquor without licenses?—No, I think not. I 
have never heard of any convictions, and certainly no case has been brought to my atten- 
tion. 

40124, In regard to selling liquor to Indians, what have you to say /—I have had 
a good deal of experience in dealing with cases of that kind. In most cases where liquor 
has been given to Indians we have found a tendency to supply them through the most 
profligate ; some were Half-breeds and some Chinese who supplied the liquor. 

40125. Those then are not men who have licenses !—They have no license and they 
are dealt with under the Indian Act, the penalties under which you are aware are very 
severe. You have asked whether licensed houses have been very orderly conducted or not, 
and I may say the instances are very rare indeed that I have never known of any case in 
which the holder of a license has been prosecuted for keeping a disorderly house. In 
districts where I have acted one or two isolated cases have come before me. 

40126. Have you had any complaint made to you about the quality of the liquor 
found in licensed houses, whether it was adulterated or not ?—No, I never heard of any 
such case. Of course in regard to the liquor supplied to Indians, the liquor is impure, as it 
is generally secured from vendors who doctor it. 
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40127. Do you think that at the present time it is desirable that frequent and strict 
inspection should be made of liquor ?—TI think such protection is very desirable indeed. 
It is only just to the purchaser that he should get the quality of liquor he asks for. 

40128. A suggestion was made to the Commissioners yesterday, that while our own 
distillers were required to keep liquor a certain length of time for purpose of rectification,. 
foreign liquors were allowed to come into this country without there being any evidence 
that they hadbeensorectified, andit was suggested that there should be legislation by the 
Government, to require that imported liquor should be all of the same quality as home- 
made spirits ’—With respect to the importation of foreign liquor, I may say that upon 
the arrival of such liquor at the Customs house they are dealt with, and tests are made 
as regards the strength of the liquors and their quality is gauged before they are placed 
in bond. 

40129. Do you know that this is done /—Certainly. 

40130. Are any of the cases opened?—There is a case from every consignment 
taken to the appraiser’s office. In the case of claret or any other intoxicating liquor one 
sample is taken from each case, and on the wharf before the liquor is allowed to go into 
a bonded warehouse it is treated in that way. 

40131. The Commissioners have had evidence, I think at Montreal, that a quality 
of brandy, so called, is imported that is stated by the wholesale dealers to cost $1.40 
a case of two dozen bottles and it was suggested that when you take into consideration 
the original expense of the liquor, the bottles, capsules, labels, straw-wrapping, box, ete., 
cost of freight and duties, it must be a very inferior article. Subsequent evidence shows 
that the liquor was made of the cheapest kind of alcohol, manufactured in Germany ; 
from potatoes. Can you inform the Commissioners whether such liquor is brought in 
here !—Not from my own knowledge ; but if such cases occurred in this province they 
could be treated and dealt with as for obtaining money under false pretenses. If aman ~ 
sells me a case of brandy, it should be brandy. 

40132. But this transaction would occur in ordinary trade, and of course it could 
be contended that you could not expect to get for $1.40 two dozen bottles of real brandy ? 
—TI should hardly look upon it in that way: it is cheating, it is obtaining money under 
false pretenses. 

40133. These transactions are going on in the ordinary trade in the eastern provinces ¢ 
—In my opinion such cases should be dealt with very severely. 

40134, You do not know of any such liquor being offered for sale here ?—-I think 
you should obtain information from those experienced in the trade. I think the saloon- 
keepers throughout the country should be examined on the points, because these are 
matters which I cannot speak about from personal knowledge. 

40135. Have you had any experience of a prohibitory law ?—Not directly. I re- 
member in Alaska, the territory to the north of this country, some years ago there was a 
large trade going on between British Columbia and Alaska, in fact there was a large 
trade with nearly all points on the Stickeen River and Puget Sound in the illicit whisky 
business. I have known cases where liquor was smuggled in casks of butter, 
small kegs of whisky being inside. The butter was melted and poured around the small 
keg, and it would be concealed and shipped as butter. 

40136. Have you considered the question of prohibition as a principle ?— Yes, I have. 

40137. Do you think, from your experience and knowledge of the people here and. 
the knowledge you possess of British Columbia, that if such a law were passed, it could 
be enforced in this province?—I do not. From what I have seen of the North-west 
Territories of Canada, and I have passed through the Territories frequently, I am satis- 
fied that there was more sale of liquor and a great deal more drunkenness than if such a. 
law had not been in force. 

40138. In the event of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, do you think 
there would be much smuggling ?—I think there would be a very large amount of smug- 
gling, in fact I have been informed, although it is scarcely evidence, in the course of con- 
versations with many residents of those Territories, that smuggling was carried on toa 
very considerable extent, and was a matter of common. occurrence. 

40139. Are you troubled with illicit stills in this province’—No. A few years 
ago there was a case in Saanich district. I believe that was the only case within my 
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recollection. That case was taken to the assizes and the case was a failure, although 
there was no moral doubt that there was a still there. 

40140. Suppose a prohibitory law were passed, to prohibit the manufacture, 
importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes, do you think it would 
be right and proper that remuneration should be given to brewers and distillers for their 
loss of plant and machinery ?—-I did not understand that if such a law were passed it 
would deal with brewers. 

40141. It would prevent brewers and distillers from manufacturing. The question 
IT asked you was, whether they should be remunerated for their loss of plant and 
machinery rendered useless ?—Most decidedly. I think liberal remuneration should be 
made. 

40142. Supposing a national system of prohibition was brought into force, that is 
a law prohibiting throughout the Dominion the manufacture, importation and sale of 
liquor for beverage purposes, a law that would prevent any one making liquor or 
bringing it in for private use, the only exception being liquor brought in for medicinal, 
sacramental and mechanical purposes, do you think such a law could be enforced !—No. 
I think you would have brought about the most cumbersome piece of legislation ever 
enacted. Further, I think if such a law were passed, the Dominion Government would 
have to provide and maintain a fleet of revenue cutters along the coast, which would be 
a great expense. 

40143. What would be the effect as regards transcontinental travel, if tourists and 
others had to submit to having their baggage and even their persons searched ?—I think it 
would be a great disadvantage, and the law would be violated if such were the case. Tam 
making this statement from what I know of the North-west Territories. I have travelled 
with tourists, who complained years ago most bitterly of the interruption to travel in 
the North-west Territories, and some of them declared their decided intention net to 
travel that way again. I may state in passing, that I travelled though Calgary three 
years ago. I was in bed on the cars, when I was rudely shaken up by some one. I 
looked out and said, ‘“‘ What do you want?” Some one said ‘‘ Have you got any whisky 
here?” I said ‘No. What have you to do with it.” He replied “Jam a police officer.” 
T asked him where his uniform was, and he said “ That is all right.” I asked the con- 
ductor about it, and when we looked again, the fellow had disappeared. I was informed 
that that was by no means an isolated case. I was travelling in North Dakota a short 
time ago, where as you know prohibitory law was in force. That law is most ctigidly 
enforced in the dining-car. So long as you are in the State, liquor cannot be obtained. 
I did not make any inquiries, but the law certainly does not seem to be violated, although 
I was informed that you could get all the liquor you wanted. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


40144. Speaking about the policeman who disturbed your slumbers in the Pullman, 
did he wear a uniform !—He did not; that was the reason I complained. 

40145. Do you know whether it was an officer on duty who was trying to get 
liquor ’—He may have been both, because the conductor informed me that it was a ver 
common thing for policemen on pretense of carrying out the law, to try and get whisky. 

40146. Do you suppose that that was one of the reasons why prohibition was not 
more rigidly enforced in the North-west Territories /—-I am not in a position to reply 
intelligently to that question, because I have not lived in the Territories, and I had no 
opportunities of observing the working of that law. I have only stated ‘what has come 
under my personal observation in passing through the North-west Territories. 

40147. As a merchant, you have some know ledge of the laws and the modes adopted 
for their enforcement /— Yes. 

40148. Do you know whether the right of search is carried in other matters than 
as regards liquor ?—In what way ? 

40149. For instance: do the revenue officers not search the baggage of people to 
see whether they have contraband articles /—They do. 

40150. Is that different from the search for whisky, and if different, in what way ? 
—lIt is not different. The course or procedure is as follows: on the arr ival of any ship 
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or steamer the custom officers are present, and ask passengers whether they have any 
contraband articles or ener ticles hable to duty. I think liquor would be included in 
those articles. 

40151. Then would the course pursued by ite customs officers in the event of a 
prohibitory law be different from the course pursued by them now, when they believe 
that smuggling is being attempted ?—I should say, no. Perhaps there would be a much 
more stringent examination, but in my opinion there would be less intoxicating liquor 
brought in in that way under such a law. 

40152. Do people object now to search of baggage for contraband articles, for 
jewellery and the like?—-No, because they know it is the law, and it is more rigidly 
enforced in the States than on this side. 

40153. If the people knew the other was the law would they object to it !—I do not 
think they would. 

40154. You spoke about North-west prohibition and the excessive drinking there. 
How long were you there!—I never made any lengthy stay there, but I just passed 
through four or five times and I had many opportunities of conversing with residents 
of the Territories ; in fact, on my recent visit to England, T was with a gentleman from 
the Territories for many days. 

40155. Did you learn from residents of the Territories that the permit system had 
anything to do with the non-enforcement of the prohibition law !—I have heard that the 
permit system was a good way of getting liquor, and that it was a relief after the pro- 
hibitory law. 

40156. Do you think from what you learned of the permit system that it was rather 
one of permission than prohibition !—I think it was one of permission. 

40157. Do you think ne Aarne in the North-west Territories was a fair test 
of a prohibitory law ? g from conversations I have had, I should say, decidedly, 
yes. 


40158. Having in mind that the permits were issued generally and indiscrimina- 
tely /—I cannot say that from my own personal knowledge, te I have heard that it 
was not very difficult to get permits. 

40159. Do you think the social dr inking causes more drinking than legalized drink- 
ing ?—I can scarcely give an intelligent reply to that question. Tam afraid there is a 
good deal of social dr inking going on throughout the world. There was in London, 
recently, a great conference respecting social drinking and drinking amongst women. 

40160. hat | is social drinking, in what sense ?—Drinking in houses and in other 
places than in public bars or houses. 

40161. Not drinking against the law ?—No; because there is no law to prohibit 
drinking. 

40162. I think you said that the license law in Victoria was practically local 
option ?—In my opinion it is. 

40163. Will you please explain how that is /—I will do it in this way : If an appli- 
cation is made to the Commissioners for a license for an hotel or a saloon—we will take 
the case of an hotel—the application must be accompanied by a petition signed by a 
very large percentage of residents living in the block in which the applicant proposes 
to have his hotel ; and more than that, if you will look at the Act, which I presume 

you have before you, a requisition is also necessary from the ratepayers and pr operty 
owners on the opposite side of the street. Of course it is very difficult to get signa- 
tures, and I have from time to time sympathized with applicants on their having to pre- 
sent a document which has been a pretty troublesome matter to procure. The Commis- 
sioners have gone into these applications very carefully. In some. cases they took days 
to consider them, and it really rests with the people themselves to decide whether the 
license shall be granted or not. . 
40164. Is it not a fact that there is a license in Victoria which cannot be revoked ? 
_—I think not. 

40165. The Commissioners were informed yesterday that there were licenses 
attached to certain premises, and that these might be transferred from one place to 
another, and that the licensees of those places have not to comply with the provision to. 

which you have referred?—The custom has been that in case of old licenses, the 
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license remain. with the holder so long as he behaves himself and conducts his house 
satisfactorily. If he wishes to dispose of his saloon or hotel, as the case may be, he must 
make application to the Court, in this way: he must advertise his application, stating 
that he proposes to transfer the license now held by him. Then the application must 
be deposited with the Clerk for, I think, 14 days. At the sitting of the Court the applica- 
tion comes up for consideration. They consider the application and the character of the 
transferee just as carefully as they do an application for an original license ; so, unless 
the man is a respectable man who, in the opinion of the Court, is fit and proper to hold 
a license, the application is not granted. It is wrong to say that any license holder can 
hold his license absolutely and without danger of its being revoked. 

40166. Unless he violates the law ?—If he is reported against, the Commissioners 
will revoke the license. 

40167. But there are not many violations of the law?—No. As a class the saloon 
and hotel-keepers are a respectable lot of men. 

40168. Have you reason to believe that illicit sale takes place ?—I have no reason 
to think so. 

40169. Have you reason to think that it does not?—From my personal knowledge 
I know of no illicit selling beyond that of sale to aborigines in the district occasionally, 
and I must say that that crime has been on the increase latterly. 

40170. Still you did have certain convictions, fourteen, I think, you said ?—Yes, 
fourteen convictions: they were all, however, infractions of the new Sunday law. 

40171. They were quashed ?—They were quashed: but the law can be amended by 
simply inserting a clause defining a bona fide traveller.  — 

40172. Is it your experience, asa License Commissioner, that convictions for illicit 
selling are generally quashed in this province, when they go on appeal to the Supreme 
Court !—Certainly not. I take it that if a conviction is quashed or upheld, it is simply 
a matter of law and not of fact. 

40173. You, as a Commissioner, and the Board had no doubt whatever that viola- 
tions took place in those fourteen cases /—I may state that the Commissioners had nothing 
to do with this matter. I was sitting as Magistrate, and I and my brother Magistrate 
who sat with me, came to this conclusion: the law does not define what is a bona fide 
traveller, therefore it is left to the Magistrate to decide whether those people who 
obtained liquor were bona jide travellers or not. We decided that they were not, and 
therefore convicted them. 

40174. Do you think, as a License Commissioner, that it would be an improvement 
in the license law if licensed places were obliged to close at night !—At what time ? 

40175. Say from 10 or 11 o'clock until the next morning ?—I have always been of 
the opinion that they should close, decidedly so. 

40176. I suppose they are not required to close at all except from Saturday night 
until Monday ?—I believe that is the case. 

40177. They can be open all night other days ?—Yes. 

40178. Would it be an advantage if there was a certain hour for closing fixed !— 
There is such a law in Great Britain, and it is most rigidly enforced and answers very 
well. 

40179. And it is also in every other part of the country where the license law isin 
force ?—Yes. I do not see the use of keeping saloons open all night ; people do not 
want to drink all night. 

40180. Does the trade need to be regulated 1— Yes. 

40181. Why ?—I think it should be regulated simply because it is one of those 
peculiar trades which requires to be carefully watched in order to keep it in proper order. 

40182. What is its peculiarity?—Its tendency is to excessive drinking, that 
is one of its glaring peculiarities. 

40183. You have stated that drunkenness is the result of the drink trade ?—I do 
not see how it could be otherwise. 

40184. You are a merchant, I believe ?—Yes. 

40185. In what line ?—I am a shipping merchant, a commission merchant and an 
insurance agent. 
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40186. Are you an auctioneer /—We are financial agents. 

40187. Do you receive consignments of liquor as a commission merchant ?—If I 
received a consignment of liquor I would turn it over to somebody else, for I do not 
deal in liquor. I may say that many years have elapsed since I as a commisson mer- 


chant handled liquor ; in fact I do not hold a license. 


40188. But commission merchants handle liquor, I suppose?—-A commission mer- 
chant who handles liquor must have, in addition to his license as a merchant, a special 
license for liquors. 

40189. Do merchants here hold licenses /—Yes, you will find a list of licensed trades, 
etc., in the Municipal Act. The wholesale merchant pays so much, I think $100, the 
retail merchant pays less and the different trades are classified. 

40190. Then the amount of licenses is distinct !—It is a special matter. 

40191. May I ask you why several years ago you went out of the liquor business ? 

JupcE McDONALD.— Witness, you can use you own discretion in regard toanswer- 
ing that question. 

WITNESS.—It is a personal matter, but I have not the least objection to answering 
that question. 

Rev. Dr. McLEOD.—You did not need the protection of the Chair, then? 

WITNESS.—I thank the Chairman for his action, because that is a matter personal 
to myself. It was very kind of him to state that it was a personal matter, for of course 
I might have had personal reasons for not answering the question. But, as it is, [have 
no personal reasons. It was simply a trade in which I took no personal interest, and 
not having any interest in it, I knocked it off as a branch which we did not intend to 
follow. 

40192. My purpose in asking that question was to ascertain whether your course 
might be regarded as indicating a change in public sentiment in regard to the liquor 
trade 1—None whatever. It was not that at all. It was simply because it was a business 
in which I took no interest, and I never had any fancy for it. 

40193. Have you, as a business man, observed how the liquor traffic affects various 
interests connected with it: for instance, the social life of the people. Does it affect 
those interests beneficially or injuriously /—Considering the number of drunks brought 
before the court, I do not consider that socially there is any serious injury done to the 
community. Comparing large cities with small, I do not think that Victoria has an 
unfavourable record in that direction. 

40194. Does the liquor traffic materially elevate people ?—That is a question which 
I am perhaps unable to answer. I cannot search into a man’s conscience or into his 
feelings, and I do not khow how it affects the moral feelings of the people who drink. 
Tf a man drinks to excess, it is to be regretted very much. 

40195. Does the drink trade affect the moral condition of the community at large? 
—TI should say not. I do not think drinking is carried on in this city to an extent that 
such an effect is produced on the community in any way. 

40196. Does it affect injuriously or beneficially the other branches of business in 
the community ?—That is a very far reaching question too, because all matters of trade 
by which money is circulated must benefit every one more or less, and of course it is diffi- 
cult to say where the circulation of that money will end. 

40197. Does the liquor trade circulate or absorb money !—I should say both. 

40198. Which chiefly ?—It absorbs a certain amount of money which drinking men 
pay into it ; but, on the other hand, the money must be circulated. 

40199. By whom?—By the persons who receive the money for a man’s liquor. I 
do not assume that they keep it in a stocking. 

40200. Does the liquor trade circulate the money as freely as the people would do 
if they did not patronize the liquor trade ?—I think the man who sells liquor or anything 
else if he makes money, and is intelligent, will use the money so as to benefit himself, 
while at the same time it benefits the community. 

40201. Have you observed whether any proportion of the poverty of the community 
is traceable directly or indirectly to the liquor trade and the liquor habit !—I cannot 
deny that poverty and crime may result from excessive drinking, but in my opinion Ido 
not think that sort of thing prevails in the majority of cases, only in individual cases. 
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You are bound to have in any community cases: where drink has brought the drinker to 
poverty ; that, of course, cannot be denied. 

40202. Is that of the same character !—I believe excessive smoking has very similar 
effects } I do not go in very much for smoking myself. 

40203. Do you think excessive smoking produces the same effects as excessive 
drinking ?—-No. 

40204. Then do you know any other trade producing the same effects that is 
legislated for and protected in this country as is the liquor trade, speaking broadly ?—I 
must ask you to speak broadly, as regards the effects to which you refer. 

40205. The effects you have in your mind yourself, as to the liquor trade being a 
peculiar trade needing regulation /—You ask me whether I know of any other trade 
that requires regulating the same as does the liquor trade ? 

40206. Yes.—I could inention all articles of food, for instance: the adulteration of 
food and such things are matters that receive as much attention. 

40207. Is there any other trade that submits to the same regulations and restric- 
‘tions /—I think so. The general trades of the Dominion have to submit to regulations. 
Take the case of any class of goods. They are all required to pay duties, and they have 
to go through certain forms on being imported, and persons to sell those goods have to 
pay licenses. I know there is not so much difficulty about obtaining a license to sell 
soap, if that is the point you wish to get at. 

40208. I want to see the difference between those trades ’—Yes: perhaps the sale 
of linen is not so profitable as the sale of liquor. 

40209. Do you put the soap trade and the liquor trade on the same basis /—No, 
they are different trades. 

40210. Why is the liquor trade under regulations which do not obtain against the 
soap trade ?—I have already given an answer to that question. 

40211. Is it a peculiar trade ?/—Yes, it is a peculiar trade. 

40212. Is it peculiar because it produces peculiar effects /—I have said that the 
liquor trade requires to be regulated, and I have always maintained it, because it is 
surrounded by incidents which crop upfrom time to time and which require to be 
watched carefully by the authorities in order that the trade shall be properly and 
respectably conducted, smuggling, etc., disorderly conduct on the part of the holder of 
the license, and permitting disorderly conduct in the house of the licensee. 

40213. So the drink trade produces disorders which are not produced by other 
trades 1—I deem that the liquor trade, unless properly regulated, might drop into that. 

40214. Does the license system regulate the trade ?—I think so. 

40215. Why, then, are disorders produced ’—-I do not say that there would be no 
disorder, although, as I said, I do not recollect in my experience of any conviction being 
passed for disorderly conduct in a bar-room or licensed house in Victoria. c 

40216. Do you assume that because there has been no conviction for disorder in a bar- 
room, there is none in bar-rooms /—I must assume that, because, as I told you, whenever I 
have been on the Licensing Board I have always made it a point to put questions to the 
policemen upon that very point, and the Superintendent of Police, if he were here, would 
no doubt confirm my opinion on those matters, because I have been very particular in 
regard to them. 

40217. Your objection to prohibition, I understand, is to the principle : you do not 
approve of the principle /—I believe that by enacting a prohibitory law there would be 
more drunkenness in this province. 

40218. You think prohibition would be conducive to drunkenness ’—TI think’so. 
My object, and I say it once again, is, looking at both sides of this very great question, 
to see that this trade is so regulated as not to be an offence one way or the other. 


By Judge McDonald : 


40219, You have been asked to draw a parallel between this trade and the soap 
trade. 
tEV. Dk. McLEOD.—The witness suggested the soap trade. 
Rosert WARD. 
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By Judge McDonald ; 


40220. I presume unless the liquor traffic was a peculiar trade, a Commission 
under the great seal of Canada would hardly be appointed to investigate it, and travel 
all over Canada !—Exactly. In fact I may explain my ignorance by saying that I did 
not know that such a Commission was appointed, until we read it comparatively recently 
in the newspapers. 

40221. In January, 1891, the House of Commons passed a resolution in favour of 
such a Commission being appointed. It was certainly considered that the liquor trade 
required to be investigated as to its surrounding conditions!—Yes. 

40222. Taking the people of British Columbia as you know them, is the proportion 
of the people that drink to excess large or small ?!—Very small. 

40223. We should be pleased to receive any suggestions that you could make in 
regard to the liquor trade.—I think my examination has fully covered the points on 
when I should have spoken had I had time personally to consider the question. I only 
received the summons yesterday, and I certainly gave no serious consideration to the 
questions which might be personally asked me. I only jotted down a few notes this 
morning. I think you have touched upon all of those points, but I should be very glad, 
if it is considered desirable, to give further evidence and testimony. 


ALEXANDER CHOQUETTE of Fort Wrangell, Alaska, U.S.A., on being duly 
sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


40224. What is your business or occupation !—I am a trader with the Indians. 

40225. How long have you lived at Fort Wrangell !—Five years. 

40226. Where did you live before you went there !—On the Stickeen River, British 
Columbia. 

40227. Where did you live before you went to the Stickeen River ?—TI lived in 
Victoria a couple of years. 

40228. And where did you live before that ?—In California. 

40229. You are a Californian t—Yes. 

40230. What law is in force at Fort Wrangell in regard to the sale of liquor: is 
there any law allowing liquor to be sold there !—No. 

40231. Is it contrary to law to sell liquor there !— Yes. 

40232. Can liquor be obtained there?—-Yes. Almost all the time. 

40233. What kinds of liquor do you obtain !—All kinds, Jamaica rum, brandy, gin, 
whisky and all kinds. 

40234. Do the people use those liquors ?—Yes, they do. 

40235. How do they get them if it is against the law to sell liquors /—That is more 
that I can tell you. 

40236. Have you seen those liquors there !—Yes. 

40237. Is liquor openly sold !—Yes. 

40238. How large a place is Fort Wrangell !—There are few white people there, 
about 30 all told. 

40239. Are there any stores ’—There are four stores. 

40240. Is liquor sold in the stores /—No. 

40241. Where is it sold ?—In the saloons, there are three saloons. 

40242. Do they’ sell liquor to other than to white people !—Not that I know of. 

40243. Is there no floating population passing through the territories !—Yes, there 
are a great many. 

40244. Do the saloons sell to them !—Yes. 

40245. By the glass ?—Yes. 

40246. What is the price of liquor there !—25 cents a drink. 
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40247. Are there many stores ?—There are 15 stores. 

40248. Is the liquor sold of good quality ?—Very good. 

40249. You do not know where it comes from !—No. 

40250. Is there no Customs-house /—There was formerly a Deputy Marshal, but 
there is none at present. 

40251. Does nobody look after the enforcement of the law ?—There is a Commis- 
sioner. 

40252. What does he do?—He looks after anything of that kind: he attends to 
all the troubles that occur. 

40253. Does he try to stop the sale ?—Yes. 

40254. Can he not succeed in doing so ?—He has never done it yet. 

40255. Do you know any other place in Alaska territory /—There is Juneau. 

‘ 40256. Have you been there !— Yes. 

40257. How large a place is it?—There are 16 stores. 

40258. Any saloons ?—-About 14 or 15. 

40259. Do they sell liquor ?—Yes, openly and over bars. 

40260. Are there no officers there /—There are Deputy Marshals. 

40261. Cannot they enforce the law /—It appears not. 

40262. Do they try to do so?—They have tried several times, but they have not 
stopped the trade. 

40263. Are the people who live in the town mostly people who take whisky /— 
They are mostly people who take it: most of them are miners. 

40264. Are most of the people at Fort Wrangell people who drink ?— Yes. 

40265. Then there are very few out of the 30 whites who do not drink ?—Yes. 

40266. Are there any other important places in Alaska ?—There is Sitka, the head- 
quarters for Alaska traders. 

40267. Have you been there ?—Yes. 

40268. Is liquor sold there ?—Yes. 

40269. Is no effort made to stop the sale ?—There have been many efforts to stop 
it by Deputy Marshals, and they have tried to stop the sale of liquor to Indians. 

40270. Do you think the United States officials have honestly tried to stop the 
traffic /—Yes, I really think so. 

40271. Do you think they are unable to do so ?—They are unable to do so. 

40272. What is the popular sentiment about the sale ; do the people wish liquor 
to be sold ?—-They wish to have it sold. 

40273. There is no license law, of course ?—No. 

40274. The law is a prohibitory one ?—Yes. 

40275. Then people should not sell, of course ?— Yes. 

40276. Is there much sale of liquor to Indians?—That I could not tell. The 
Indians manufacture most of their own liquor. 

40277. How do they manufacture it ?—With molasses, hops and other articles 
which cause fermentation. 

40278. What appliances do they use?—They use small stills, which they make 
themselves. 

40279. Of what are those made ?—Of tin. 

40280. What kinds of liquor do they make?—Very good liquor ; it is water and 
molasses. 

40281. Is it very strong ?—Yes, and powerful. 

40282. What effect has it on them ?— {t makes them like lunatics. 

40283. Is it palatable ?—Yes, but of great strength. I have tasted it myself and so 
[ know what it is. 

40284. Did you find it very strong !—Yes. 

40285. Do you know whether any of this liquor has ever been analysed by the 
local analyst !—No, I do not think it has. 

40286. : eae, like to be able to submit some of this te to the Government 
analys 

40287, The er Me will be very glad - you will send a sealed bottle 1—Yes ; I 
can get a bottle at almost any time. 

ALEXANDER CHOQUETTE. 
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40288. How is the condition of the people inland, back from the coast ?—There is 
‘Telegraph Creek, and there is a house there that sells liquor. 

40289. Is it near the United States?—It is in British Columbia ; it is a licensed 
house. 

40290. Have you been in the northern country beyond British Columbia, on the 
northern boundary ?—I have never been further than Chilicat River and Glace Bay. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


40291. Is sale to Indians prohibited ?—Yes. 

40292. Does anybody sell to them ?—I never could tell, but it is supposed they do, 
because we occasionally find imtoxicated Indians. 

40293. Do the officers who are supposed to enforce the law also drink ?—I do not 
know. 

40294. What makes it impossible for the officers to enforce the law ; what obstruc- 
tions do the people present /—The enforcement, of course, depends on the officials sent 
from Washington. They are sent over to fill positions, and they do not care whether 
they carry out their instructions or not. 

40295. You mean so long as they get their salaries?—Yes; they come to that 
country to make money more than anything else. 


By Judge McDonald : 


40296. We have it in evidence to-day that liquor is sent to Alaska in cargoes of 
butter. Have you seen anything of that?—Yes. <A great many years ago it came in 
corned beef barrels. They could put 10 gallons in a barrel of corned beef. 

40297. Do you mean spirits /—Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


40298. I suppose if there was corned beef there would be corned Indian and corned 
trader and the like there ?— Yes. 


NOAH SHAKESPEARE, of Victoria, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald: 


40299. What position do you occupy ?—I am Postmaster of the city. 

40300. How long have you lived in Victoria !—I arrived here in 1862. 

40301. From where ?—From England. 

40302. When you came here, I suppose a license law was in force !—Yes. 

40303. Has it been in force ever since !—Yes. 

40304. How does it work ?—Of course the license law has been changed from time 
to time since then. 

40305. Take it as it is now: does it work satisfactorily?!—As a license law it works 
all right, I presume. 

40306. Are you yourself favourable to license ?—I am not. 

40307. Are you favourable to prohibition ?— Yes. 

40308. As a principle ?-—Yes. 

40309. Are you opposed on principle to the licensing of the liquor trade !— Yes. 

40310. Do you think it wrong !—I do. 

40311. If you could not have prohibition I suppose you would prefer license to un- 
trammelled sale, or would you rather have untrammelled sale ?—If I could not have pro- 
hibition, I would take the next best thing. 

40312. Do you think license the next best thing?—I presume if there was no pro- 
hibition, there must be license. 

40313. Not always. Charlottetown has neither prohibition nor license. The people 
repealed the Scott Act, and the present Legislature would not pass a license law. The 
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consequence is at Charlottetown there is unlimited sale, subject to police regulations, and 
the men may sell without paying a fee. Prohibition would be your first choice !—Yes. 

40314. Take license or untrammelled sale, which would you prefer ?—Limiting the 
number of licenses, 

40315. And having a certain fee ?— Yes. 

40316. So you look upon license as the next best thing to prohibition /—Yes. 

40317. To regulate the trade ?-—Yes. 

40318. As regards the regulation of the trade in this country, from your observa- 
tion and experience could you suggest any amendments to the present law ?—The law 
as it existed last year was better, in my opinion, than it is this year. Last year it was 
really local option, but at the last session of the Legislature an amendment was intro- 
duced to the Municipal Act, which provided that in cases of hotels having rooms num- 
bering 30, it was not necessary for them to get a certain percentage of. people in the 
block : ar ound the hotel to sign a petition to have the license granted. They simply make 
application to the Licensing “Board, and it is left to the judgment of the Board whether 
they shall be granted a license or not. That, I think, is a step backwards. 

40319. You think a retention of the old law requirement by which a certain num- 
ber of signatures were required is better ?—Yes, in order that the people should have a 
voice in saying whether a license should be granted or not in a particular locality. 

40320. You say there is a special regulation with regard to hotels that have 30 
rooms or more /—Yes. 

40321. Was that tHteAAbA to make it easier for hotels that had a large number of 
travellers and tourists ?—It was made, I think, in the interest of the liquor trade. 

40322. It is limited to those places, I suppose ?—Yes. 

40323. How many such hotels have you in Victoria ?—There are 3 such hotels at 
least that make application for license. 

40324. I suppose to a certain extent one of those hotels is favoured at the extent of 
another /— Yes. 

40325, That is to say that an hotel with 25 rooms must fulfil certain require- 
ments while an hotel with 31 rooms has a better position ?—Yes. The applicant for a 
simple license for his house is obliged to go through certain forms and is compelled 
to obtain a certain percentage of the names of people in the block in which the building 
is situated for which a license is sought. 

40326. You are not a member of the Legislature, I suppose ?—No. 

40327. You have no knowledge as to the reasons put forward for this change being 
made ?—No, because I am not a member of the Legislature. 

40328. Have you reason to believe that there is much unlicensed sale in this city ? 
—I have no reason to believe it. 

40329. In case of the enactment of a prohibitory law for the Dominion, a law to 
prohibit the manufacture, importation and sale of alcoholic liquors for beverage purposes, 
do you think it would be practicable to enforce such a law ?—My own opinion is that 
the people of British Columbia are not in favour of it. 

40330. Then do you believe, supposing such a law were passed for the whole country, 
and the people of British Columbia were not in favour of it, the tide of public 
opinion would set in against the enforcement of it ?—I think so, 

40331. In case of “the enactment of such a law, do you think that brewers and dis- 
~ tillers should be compensated for their loss of plant ‘and ‘machinery ?—That is a question 
that has been talked over a good deal. I must say that my own feeling is, and I cannot 
get away from the impression, that some remuneration should be made to those persons 
who have erected buildings and put in expensive machinery as required by law. 

40332. We understand that the law requires distillers to keep their stock for two 
years for purposes of rectification ?—Yes. 

40333. And are also compelled to carry out certain departmental regulations and 
to provide machinery from time to time, and that this may be changed from time to 
time by order of the department !— Yes. 

40334. It has specially been in regard to compensation for plant that this question 
has been put.— Yes. 

Noa SHAKESPEARE. 
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40355. You-think a fair remuneration should be made ?—Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


40336. During the 30 years you have been here, have you noticed any change in 
the drinking habits of the people of this province ?—Yes. I think the temperance sen- 
timent has gained in the province especially, during the last 6 or 7 years. 

40337. You have said that you do not think the feeling of the people is in favour 
of prohibition. Do you think the feeling in favour of it is growing?—I think so deci- 
dedly. 

40338. I understand you are a License Commissioner !—Yes. 

40339. Does the fact come to the attention of your Board that licensees are violat- 
ing the law to any extent, the Sunday law for instance ?—No. Since the law has been 
in force there have been two cases on which I as one of the Justices of the Peace 
sat, and in both convictions were rendered. Those are the only two cases I know of, 
except those cases to which Mr. Ward has referred. 

40340. Were the convictions quashed ?—The cases were appealed and were quashed 
in the higher court. 

40341. Mr. Ward thinks that under the present law Victoria has practically local 
option. You appear to differ from that opinion. Do you think the amendment made 
last session to the law was not in the direction of local opinion ?—Not to the extent we 
had it last year. I presume Mr. Ward did not remember the amendment ; he had pro- 
bably forgotten it. 

40342. Is the system the same, except with regard to hotels having 30 rooms !— 
Yes, I think so. 

40343. Are we correct in our impression, at least it is my impression, that there are 
certain premises licensed, and that the licenses are in perpetuity unless some violation 
occurs? Mr. Ward seemed to have a different opinion.—There is no question about it. 
Tf a person has obtained a license it is kept on for all time, unless some charge is 
brought against the licensee for violation. 

40344. Do you know of any case in which the license has been taken away from 
the licensee ?—I know of none, except the case of the theatre to which Mr. Ward has 
referred. 

40345. That was last year I believe /—Yes. 

40346. Do you think that, since such right of license applies to certain premises in 
perpetuity, there is a tendency to deal with such parties leniently even when they do 
violate the law ?—I think that would be the tendency. 

40347. Have the people under the present law no voice after the license is once 
granted ?—-No, unless there is a violation of the law and the license would then be can- 
celled. 

40348. Then that is the only thing ?—Yes. 

40349. Do you believe with your knowledge of Victoria, that if all those 
places were subjected to the local option clause of the license law, there would be fewer 
licenses granted than now !—Yes. 

40350. Is there no wayin which this condition of affairs may be remedied ?—I think 
if licensed houses were compelled to apply for renewals every year, and the people had a 
voice as to granting those licenses, the number would be reduced very materially. 

40351. Do you think there is any way of remedying this particular state of things 
except by obtaining the withdrawal of the license?—I suppose it could be done by 
legislation. 

40352. Then, of course, the question of compensation would arise !—I do not know 
why it should, and it would be more through usage than anything else. 

40353. How do you think such a state of things came to prevail here ?—It came, I 
suppose, owing to no one interfering as regards licenses, and to parties holding licenses 
coming up at the end of the year and paying their fees and nothing being said about it. 
The practice has been kept on up to the present time. 

40354. Are there any Chinese holding licenses /—Not that I am aware of. 

40355. Do they take intoxicating drinks to any extent?—They have Chinese 
brandy, which some of them drink to some extent. 
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40356. Is it as intoxicating as whisky /—Yes. 

40357. You say that they do not hold licenses ?—Not that I am aware of. 

40358. Have you observed during all your years of residence here the effect of the 
drink traffic and the drink trade on the social life of the community, whether it has 
been good or bad ?—I think bad. 

40359. And what has been its effect on the business interests of the province ?—It 
has been against the business interests of the province in many respects. People have 
spent money in a way that they should not ; and, of course, business has suffered gradu- 
ally. 

F 40360. Do you think a prohibitory law for Canada, fairly well enforced, would be 
beneficial to the business interests and social interests of the community /—I do not see 
why it should not. 


By Judge McDonald : 

40361. What do you mean by fairly well enforced ?—If it is well enforced. 
By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 

40362. Do you mean enforced like other laws !—Yes. 
By Judge McDonald : 


40363. Looking at the very complete report of the Chief of Police of the city, in 
which he distinguishes offences committed by all other persons than Indians and Chinese 
during 1891, it appears that only one Chinaman was charged with being drunk and only 
one convicted for being drunk, namely, that one person. That fact conveys the idea 
that there was very little drunkenness among the Chinese !/—The Chinese are very smart 
people. They not only escape the law in that regard but in many respects that the 
white man does not. 

40364. You think that when they do drink to excess they do not come within the 
range of the police ?—I think a great deal of their drinking is done in their homes. 


JOHN M. LANGLEY, of Victoria, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald : 


40365, What position do you oecupy /—I am Sergeant of the Government Police 
for the Province of British Columbia. 

40366. How long have you resided in the province ?—I was born here. 

40367. Have you always lived here!—No, [I lived 11 years in California in my 
younger days. 

40368. How long have you been sergeant of provinci: a police !—Since 1889. Pre- 
vious to that time, from 1883, I was deputy sergeant and a provincial police officer. 

40369. What is the strength of the police force, how many men ?—There are about 
40 men throughout the Province. 

40370. What are their duties ?—To look after the criminal and liquor laws. 

40371. Do you act m cases of crime committed, such as murder, burglary, assault, 
etc. /—Yes. 

40372. Are you also a detective force 1—Yes. 

40373. Do you attend to any municipal cases ?—No. 

40374. Then you are really a provincial constabulary /— Yes. 

40375. Do you take notice of breaches of the peace and anything of that kind? 
— Yes. 

40376. Who is commander of the force /—F. Hussey is superintendent. 

40377. Have you anything to do with the enforcement of the license law in Vic- 
toria ?— Yes. 

NOAH SHAKESPEARE, 
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Or 


40378. You assist the municipal police /—Yes. 

40379. Do you look after the enforcement of the Act in the rural districts /—Yes. 

40380. How many licensed places are there in the rural districts /—I could not say 
without referring to the books. 

40381. Are there many /—Yes, there are a great many. 

40382. Is Nanaimo within your district ?—Yes, the district is. 

40383. Is New Westminster a municipality /—Yes. 

40384. How do you find the license law work !—Very well in the country districts. 

40385. Can you suggest any amendments to it ?—I can not. 

40386. Do you at present find the restrictions and regulations of the law  sufti- 
cient !—No. 

40387. What others would you have provided?—The present law in regard to 
closing on Sunday does not work. We arrested quite a number of parties when the law 
was first enforced and obtained a few convictions, but they were upset on appeal. 

40388. We understood from Mr. Ward that the questions arose on appeal as to 
what constitutes a bona fide traveller !—That was the point. 

40389. Do you desire an amendment to that law defining what a bona fide traveller 
is ?—That would be better. 

40390. Did you find any of the persons to whom sale was made and who claimed 
to be bona fide travellers were people who would drive out of the city for the day, visit 
hotels in the country, get drunk and when their cases were prosecuted, they would 
plead they were bona fide travellers /—Yes. 

40391. Did the court hold that such persons were bona fide travellers !—It did. 

40392. I suppose you think that the law should be amended by the Legislature 
and a bona fide traveller should be clearly defined !—Yes ; the law should be made clear 
one way or another. 

40393. Are there any other points of difficulty with it?—No ; that is all. 

40394. Do you travel about the country a good deal ?—I do, that is on Vancouver 
Island ; I do not go on the mainland much further than to New Westminster. 

40395. Are you favourable to the license system !— Yes. 

40396. Are you in favour of prohibition !—I am not. 

40397. Do you think if a prohibitory law were passed, it could be enforced ?—I do 
not think so. : 

40398. In what way do you fancy it would fail ?—If a man wants to drink he 
will get it. 

40399. Have you fear of smuggling and illicit stills !—Yes. 

40400. In case of the passage of a general prohibitory law, do you think it right 
that brewers and distillers should receive compensation for loss of plant and machinery ! 


Ido, ‘ 


By Rev, Dr. McLeod : 

40401. Do you think the license law, from your observation of it, really regulates 
the trade ?—Yes. me 

40402. How did you account for those cases of violation and the convictions to 
which you have referred !—I think when people go into’a country they should know 
something about the law, and when they go in to drink the saloon-keeper should have 
some idea as to where the visitor came from, and know that a man who does not travel 
over five miles has no right to obtain liquor on Sunday. 

40403. You think that the saloon-keepers are aware that people drive out of the 
city every Sunday to obtain it ?—Yes, I think they do. 

40404. Is it your observation that licensees violate the law when they get a fair 
chance /—No, not always, some will not do it. 
» 40405. Is there much drinking in the rural districts of the province ?—No; there 
is a good deal among the Indians. 

40406. Do they get it for the most part ?—I have found latterly that they make it 
themselves. } 

40407. Do you know any licensees who sell to Indians !—There have been three or 


four convictions. 
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40408. Then the license law fails to regulate the trade in those cases 1— Yes. 

40409. Have you observed if it is true that if a man wants drink, he will get it 
during prohibited hours or not ?—I think he will get it, if he wishes it. 

40410. If he wants it on Sunday will he get it?—He will geta bottle. He will 
get a bottle before the saloon closes. 

40411. Does he find some people holding licenses who will sell to him on Sunday 
too ?—Not to my knowledge in this city. I believe there have been several convictions 
in the city, but I only know that from hearsay. 

40412. You had no official connection with that ?—No. 

40413. Are you appointed by the Provincial Government ?— Yes. 

40414. What force have you’—Some 40 or 50 men; sometimes extra nien are 
employed throughout the province. 

40415. Do they work in concert with the police or individually ?—-They work 
individually. 

40416. Do they make reports to the provincial authorities ? 


Yes. 


Ne. MOOK, of Victoria, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


40417. What is your occupation ?—I am at present manager of the Chin Chong 
Company of general merchants. 

40418. How long you lived in Victoria !—Altogether about 15 or 18 years. 

40419. Did you come from China originally ?— Yes. 

40420. What province ?—Canton. 

40421. Are liquors sold there ?— Yes. 

40422. Isa license law in operation there ?——No, there are no licenses there. 

40423. Do the Chinese in Victoria take out licenses to sell ?—Yes. 

40424. Are they men who sell liquors ?— Yes, most of them sell Chinese wine, which 
they import. 

40425, Are there any Chinese saloons here selling liquor by the glass?—No. They 
only sell by the gallon. 

40426. Are they wholesalers ?—Yes. 

40427. Do they sell Chinese wine?—Yes. Chinese wine is distilled from rice. 

40428. Are you well acquainted with the Chinese people in this city /—Yes. 

40429. Will you please state to the Commission whether they are a sober people? 
—-I think they are. 

40430. Take the people in China itself: are they sober?—Yes; I think they are, 
as a whole. 


By kev. Dr. McLeod : 


40431. Does your company sell liquor ?— Yes. 

40432. Do you sell much ?—Not very much. 

40433. Do you sell in quantities of less than one gallon ?—No. 
40434. Do you sell any except Chinese liquor ?—No. 

40435, Do any Chinese sell whisky ?—I do not think so. 
40436. Do many drink whisky ?—Very few. 

40437. Do some of them ?—-Yes, some of them. 


By Judge McDonald : 


40438. Is this Chinese liquor intoxicating !—We have several kinds, one kind is a 
little stronger than another. 
40439. Is it more like whisky or wine ?—Our liquor is a little stronger than 
pure wine. 
Joun M. LanGury. 
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40440. Is the Chinese liquor whisky or wine !—It is called cortin. 

40441. Would you consider it more like wine, whisky or gin ?—It is more like wine. 

40442. Is it coloured or white ?—We have it coloured and also white. 

40443. Is rice the substance from which it is made ?—Yes, it is distilled from rice 
and is of various degrees of strength. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod ; 


40444, Does your company sell opium ?—We did until lately. 

40445, Have you a license to sell opium?—Yes. 

40446. The same as you have a license to sell Chinese liquor ?—Yes. 

40447. Are there many Chinese in Victoria who have licenses to sell liquor ?—Half 
a dozen or thereabouts. 


By Judge McDonald : 


40448. Are they all wholesale dealers ?— Yes. 
40449, Is this liquor of which you have spoken sold in China?—Yes. v 
40450. Do they take out licenses to sell it there ?—There are no licenses in China. 
40451, Then a.man starts and sells it without any authority 7—Yes. 

» 40452. Does the Government control the manufacture of it ?—No. 
40453. There is no license fee charged 7—No. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


40454. Do you consider that the Chinese in this country drink more than they do 
in China ?— Yes, they use the liquor daily, about meal times. 

40455. Do any Chinamen in China use whisky ?—Very seldom, because they can 
get this Chinese wine so much cheaper. 

40456. Have you ever lived in San Francisco ?— Yes. 

40457. Are there any Chinese saloons there !—I do not think so ; if there are, they 
are controlled by white men and there is a white proprietor. 


Rev. JOHN CAMPBELL, of Victoria, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


40458. With what church are you connected !—I am a Minister of the First Presby- 
terian Church. 

40459. How long have you resided in British Columbia ?—Five months. 

40460. Where did you come from?—From the County of Simcoe, the town of 
Collingwood. ' ; 

40461. Have you noticed the working of the license law in British Columbia ?— 
Not very much, except what I have seen in the city. ws 

40462. Do you find any difficulty in working it ; are its provisions observed ?—So 
far as Iam concerned I do not know much about the working of the law. 

40463. Did not Simcoe County pass the Scott Act ?—Yes. 

40464. Did you live there then /—Yes. 

40465. Then the Act was repealed and was followed by the license law ?—Yes. 

40466. Was the license law in force when you left there ?—It was. 

40467. Are you favourable to the licensing of the trade, or are you opposed to it! 
—I am opposed to the traffic altogether. 

40468. On principle ?— Yes. ’ 

40469. Do you think it wrong to license the traffic ?—Yes, because I consider it an 
injury to the community. #8} 

40470, Do vou think it is a sin to license it ?—I certainly think it wrong to license 
what is injurious to the community. 
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40471. Do you think it is wrong for a man to partake of liquor as a beverage !— I 
think it injures him, and if it does, it is wrong. 

40472. Are you favourable to prohibition ?—I am. 

40473. On principle /—Yes. 

40474. Do you think a general prohibitory law is practicable in this country /—I 
think so. It is becoming more and more so every day. Ido not think it could be car- 
ried out just now, but the sentiment in that direction seems to be growing, not only in 
this province, but in Ontario. 

40475. You have hardly lived long enough here to be able to speak positively of 
British Columbia !—No. 

40476. In Ontario the Scott Act was in force in Simcoe County. How did you 
find it work !—It did not work very well ; it was a disappointment to its friends. 

40477. Had you difficulties to contend with?—Yes. I lived in Wellington when 
the Act was in force there. 

40478. At what place ?—At Harriston. 

40479. Is that a railway centre !—Yes. 

40480. Did a certain amount of sale go on there ?—Some, but not anything to the 
extent to which it was carried on in Simcoe County. 

40481. At Collingwood you mean ?— Yes. 

40482. In the event of the passing of a general prohibitory law, a law to prohibit 
the manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes, do 
you think it would be right and just for brewers and ‘distillers to receive remuneration 
tor their plant and machinery rendered useless ?—I think not. I think the proper thing 
to do would be to give them sufficient length of time to allow them to get out of the 
business and get rid of their stock. 

40483. You are aware that distillers are required to keep their stock for a certain 
length of time for purposes of rectification ?— Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


40484. You have observed the operation of the license law and of the Scott Act. 
Vomparing the two systems, which would you prefer /—I would prefer the license law. 
I have bean in two counties and have observed, very closely, the working of the Scott 

Act in both. 

40485. Why do you prefer license to the Scott Act ?/—Because a great many places 
spring up where intoxicating drinks are sold, which do not become established where 
houses are licensed. That has been my observation, particularly in the town of Colling- 
wood. 

40486. That is to say that lquor is sold illicitly when the county has been under 
the Scott Act, but not when drink is allowed to be sold under license ?—No; but it is 
sold in a great many low places, in back rooms, etc., under the Scott Act, and it is not 
so sold when licenses are granted. 

40487. You think license is preferable to illegal traffic ?—I think so, especially to 
the Scott Act as it stands, 

40488. What was the dithculty with the Scott Act ’—The dittculty was this : that 
public sentiment was not sufficiently strong to have it properly carried out. 

40489. That was the cause of the repeal /— Certainly. 

40490. Do you think a better state of things prevailed after the return to license ? 

I do, particularly in the County of Simcoe. This was not so noticeable in Wellington, 
because the temperance sentiment there was more favourable towards the Scott Act and 
its enforcement than it was in Simcoe. 

40491. Do you believe that law is an educator ?—I do, to some extent. 

40492. Do you believe that the drink habit is an evil thing ?—I certainly do. 

40493. Do you believe a law that delegalizes the liquor traftic educates people 
against the liquor traffic !—I think so. However, I do not believe the safety of the 
community lies so much in the law as in the churches, and in the education of the people. 

40494. You refer chiefly, of course, to the moral and _ religious influences ?—I do. 

Rev. Joun CAMPBELL. 
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40495. Do you think the law is a help to religious and moral influences ?—I cer- 
tainly do. 

40496. Do you think that while the church is trying to educate the people concern- 
ing the character of the drink trade and to persuade the people to refrain from drink, 
the legalization of the traflic by the license system helps the church in the exercise of 
this influence. For instance, the church seeks to educate the people to the belief that 
the drink traffic is an evil thing. Is the church helped in that work by the legalization 
of the traffic !—No, the church is not helped by the legalization of the traffic. The 
church looks upon the traffic as an evil, and legalization does not help in putting 
down the evil; but restricting certain evils by law is much better than removal of 
restrictions, : 

40497. You prefer a license law to untrammelled sale !—Certainly. 

40498. Do you think sale is free and untrammelled under the Scott Act !—No; 
because if the Scott Act is violated the violators are supposed to be punished by law ; 
but if public sentiment is not sufficiently strong to enforce the law, it is very difficult 
for the authorities to see that the law is carried out. 

40499. Is the difficulty in carrying out the Scott Act or any other law due to the 
authorities or to public opinion !—It might be due to both ; but unless the authorities 
are backed up by public opinion, it is almost impossible for the officers of the law to 
carry the law into effect with any degree of satisfaction. 

40500. When public opinion is in favour of the enforcement of the law, do the 
officials do their duty and enforce it ?—No, they do not. 

40501. Then it is fair to charge the non-enforcement to a weak public opinion, or 
do you make the officials responsible for that non-enforcement !—I do not know that 
you can make the officials responsible ; I would rather place the responsibility on weak 
public opinion. 

40502. Do you think in all cases where the law is not enforced the evil hes in 
public opinion ?—No, I do not ; but I think the officials of the law generally manage to 
carry it out in some degree, if public sentiment is in favour of it, because public opinion 
seems to be that by which the world is governed. 

40503. Do you believe in general prohibition !—-Certainly. 

40504. You think a prohibitory law, well enforced, as well enforced as any other 
law, would be productive of good, morally and financially !—I do. 

40505. In your experience as a clergyman and in the discharge your pastoral duties, 
have you observed whether, to any extent, the drink trafic and the drink habit are 
responsible for crime, immorality, domestic trouble, neglect of children and neglect of 
religion /—Certainly. 

40506. In what degree, do you think ?—In a very large degree those trouble are 
traceable directly or indirectly to the tratftic. 

40507. Do you think that if the traffic were prohibited, those evil effects would be 
diminished ?—Certainly ; but I am not so sure that prohibition could be carried out at 
present. ; 

40508. But do you think that public sentiment is growing in that direction ?— Yes, 
and it has changed during the last 10 years more than before, particularly in the eastern 
provinces. 

40509. You have not been here a sufficient length of time to be able to judge of 
public opinion on this question? —No. But with respect to the drink habit in this city 
I am able to say that I have been here five months, and I have seen less drunkenness 


than I have seen in any town or city in which I have lived during any five months of 


my life. 
40510. Do you attribute that to the license system !—I do not know to what it can 


be attributed, but that is a fact. 
By Judge McDonald : 


40511. What in your opinion is the effect of having a law on the statute-book that 
is persistently and flagrantly violated, such as the Scott Act ?—It has a bad effect, because 
law violated always weakens the conscience, and if it weakens the conscience of the 
individual, it certainly weakens the conscience of the community. 
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40512.. In the counties of which you have spoken, Wellington and Simcoe, you are 
aware that the Scott Act was repealed in both of them when the time arrived at which 
the vote could be taken ?— Yes, 

40513. Do you believe that the people were influenced to any extent in repealing 
the Act by the state of things which you have mentioned ?—I certainly think they 
looked upon the Act as a complete failure. Those who voted in favour of it when it was 
carried and became law in those counties expected much more from the Act than was 
realized, and when they saw it was a failure and could not be enforced, they were glad 
to repeal it. 


by Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


40514. Do you believe a law against an evil has any eftect in creating a strong 
public feeling against that evil ?—I think so, on certain lines particularly. 

40515. For instance, if the drink traffic is an evil, and it is desirable to have publie 
opinion against it, does a law against it create public sentiment against it ?—It does, on 
certain lines. Supposing they were in favour of a certain line of action and the law prohi- 
bited that, they would refrain from it. 

40516. What effect on the young people has a law that promotes the drink 
trafic 7—I think it has a bad effect. 

40517. What effect has a Jaw that delegalizes and punishes the trafic and dealers 
in it on the young people !—I think it has a good effect. That has been my own 
opinion for the last 15 years. 


by Judge McDonald : 


40518. You are favourable to prohibition /— Yes. 

40519. You do not consider that at the present time it could be practically carried 
out 1—I do not. 

40520. You believe that owing to the influence of churches and temperance socie- 
ties there is a growing temperance feeling !—I do. 

40521. You believe that when that sentiment has grown sufficiently strong to carry 
the bulk of public opinion, then a prohibitory law may be practicable !— Yes, that is my 
opinion. 


tuY. COVERDALE WATSON, of Victoria, on being duly sworn, deposed as 
follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


40522. With what Church are you connected ?—I am minister of Temple Methodist 
Church on Pandora Avenue. 

40523. How long have you resided here ?—I have been over five and a half years. 

40524. Did you come here from one of the other provinces ?—I came from Toronto, 
Ontario, 

40525, Since you have lived in British Columbia, have you lived in any other place 
than Victoria !—I have been here five years and a half, and in the province eight years 
and a half. I lived in New Westminster. 

40526. Have you had any opportunity of observing the working of the license law 
in British Columbia in those two places ?— Yes. 

40527. How have you found it work ?— Asa license law, I presume it works as well 
here as any place else. 

40528. Are you favourable to the license system?—In answering that question I 
have to consider the right and wrong of it. Certainly I am against the liquor traffic 
and am in favour of prohibition. [I would not consider it wrong to grant licenses if the 
people wished it and were in favour of it. 

Rey. JOHN CAMPBELL. 
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40529. So you would prefer prohibition !—Certainly. 

40530. But you would rather have license than untrammelled sale !—Yes. 

40531. Have you had any experience in a prohibitory country !—I have not directly. 

40532. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law for the Dominion, 
a law to prohibit the manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beve- 
rage purposes, do you think it right that brewers and distillers should be remunerated 
for their plant and machinery rendered useless !—Not by any means. 

40533. Would you think it right to allow a limited time for those engaged in the 
business to continue, so as to allow them to dispose of their stock ?—Yes, I would be in 
favour of that. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


40534. During the eight or nine years you have been in the province, have you 
observed any change in public feeling towards the drink trade?—I have noticed very 
great changes indeed. 

40535. What has been the character of the changes ?—When I first came here, 11 
years ago, there was scarcely a temperance organization, except the Good Templars. 
They were very few in number, and they were not exercising much influence, except in a 
quiet way. Now there are a great many people belonging to temperance societies, and 
there are the Good Templars, Women’s Christian Temperance Union, the Royal Temp- 
lars and the Blue Ribbon organizations, which do a good work. I never saw so great an 
excitement and revulsion of feeling as has occurred on the question during the last two 
or three years in this province. In my opinion the people of this country are now 
against the liquor traffic. 

40536. Are the various branches of the Christian Church active in promoting tem- 
perance {— Most of them are. 

40537. Have you a Conference of your church in this province /—Yes. 

40538. Has the Conference made a deliverance on this question ?—It does so each 
year. 

40539. Itis practically identical with the deliverance of the General Conference ?— 
Yes, 

40540. Personally you concur in the character of the deliverance of the General 
Conference, I presume /—Yes, certainly. 

40541. Had the deliverance of your Provincial Conference agreed with that view ? 
== 68, 

40542. Have you a copy of your Conference proceedings of last year containing that 
deliverance ?—Yes. The deliverance which was adopted by the Conference is as follows 
(Appendix 9). 

40543. In your contact with the people as pastor, have you observed what effect the 
drink habit has on the community at large ?—-A very bad effect indeed. 

40544. In what respect !—In regard to morals and happiness in homes, and it has 
a tendency to lower the moral sense generally. My observation of young people has 
been very extensive, especially in regard to young men, and I have seen many of them 
sacrificed and ruined. Every facility is provided here as well as elsewhere for the ruin 
of young men. In very many cases they are away from home and particularly 
susceptible, and it is not too much to say that one of the saddest things a Christian 
minister has to experience and observe is the large number of young men who are 
ruined through the drink traffic and are led away into evils that are nameless here. 
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ARTHUR L. BELYEA, of Victoria, barrister-at-law, on being duly sworn, 
deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 
40545. How long have you resided in British Columbia !—A little over four years. 
40546. Have you resided all that time in Victoria ?—Yes. 
40547. Did you come here from one of the other provinces ?—From New Bruns- 
wick. 
40548. What part ?—From Fredericton. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


40549. I remember you were Inspector under the McCarthy Act for the County of 
York. Tell us something about the working of the Act !—At that time the Scott Act 
was in force there. My duties were more particularly in connection with the general 
management of matters regarding the enforcement of the Scott Act, which remained for 
a time in abeyance, because it was determined by the Supreme Court that the county 
was under the McCarthy Act at the time it was in operation. The difficulties at that 
time were, first, the unsettled state of the legal questions arising out of the Scott Act 
itself. Upon those questions came the conflict in consequence of the passage of the 
McCarthy Act, and between the two, for three years the Scott Act had hardly. any 
existence at all practically. 

40550. You have lived in Victoria all the time you have been on the Pacific 
Coast?— Yes, although I have been absent some part of the time. 

40551. Have you observed how the license law has worked here ?—I have not paid 
very much attention to those questions here, except what I have gleaned from conversa- 
tions with people. 

40552. Are you able to make comparison between the license system here and the 
Scott Act in the east ?—It was never my good fortune to see the Scott Act enforced, 
and therefore I am not prepared to make a comparison—that is, enforced according to 
my idea of enforcing the law. 

40553. What were the difficulties in the way of enforcement !—I think in York the 
same difficulties occurred as elsewhere. The public sentiment was very weak and the 
people violated the law. 

40554. You think that was a > difficulty which arose out of the legislation ?—The 
difficulties that occurred out of weak legislation and the action of the Court no doubt 
had a very discouraging effect on public opinion, and the people came very rapidly to 
the conclusion that the ee could not be enforced, and it was not worth while to bother 
with it. 

40555. How long were you Inspector !—Two years. 

40556. How long was the law in force before that ?—It ‘vas in force from August, 
1879, until June, 1884, when the McCarthy Act came into operation. 

40557. There was only partial enforcement during that time !— Yes. 

40558. Do you know why there was only partial enforcement at that time ?—That 
arose out of the difficulties to which I have referred. In the first place the constitu- 
tionality of the Scott Act was impugned, and the Supreme Court differed from the 
other court as to that. The case went through all the courts up to the Privy Council ; two 
years had passed before the final decision was reached, and during that period there 
certainly was but partial enforcement of the Act. 

40559. Would you attribute that partial enforcement to the fact that those ques- 
tions were before the Courts and nothing could be done !—Practically during this time, 
owing to the decision of the Supreme Court of New Brunswick and until that decision 
was roverstd. there was no Scott Act, and saloons were opened and licenses grarted. 
That state of things prevailed, I do not know how long, but about two years. 

40560. Was it not fully two years?—Perhaps it was two years. 

40561. You have not observed whether the license law regulates the trade here or 
not ?—TI think the license law here is very much better enforced than I saw the Scott 
Act enforced. 
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40562. It is enforced in what respect ?—We have regulations which are made and 
generally obeyed ; any violations are punished. I was Police Magistrate for eight 
months here. 

40563. Did you have many cases of violation of the license law by licensees 1—Not 
very many. The Sunday closing law came into operation while I was Police Magistrate. 
I had two cases before me immediately after it came into force. _I made convictions in 
both cases ; they were punished, and from that time until this I think the law has been 
pretty well observed. 

40564. You had no cases after that ?—Not for violation of the Sunday law: there 
were very few ; altogether only. four or five. ; 

40565. You think all cases of violation were reported and the parties punished ?— 
The police law in this country as a rule is well enforced. 

40566. Do you regard the license system as a better way of dealing with the trade? 
—I have no doubt whatever that in the state of public opinion it would be difficult to 
enforce any other system. 

40567. Which part of the license system do you prefer, the license or the prohibi- 
tion ?—I have not a very strong opinion on that matter. . 

40568. You cannot express an opinion on it ?—If I had my choice I would say 
prohibition; I would not take long to decide that question. But from the impression 
that I think prevails in this country it would be useless to enact a prohibitory law. 

40569. You consider that prohibition is impracticable ?—It is impracticable in this 
country at present. 

40570. What means have you had of ascertaining the public sentiment on the 
question ’—I know a good many people who toa certain extent represent public opinion. 
I have been pretty nearly all over the province except in the very rural districts. I have 
been in all the large and public centres, and my experience has been the same as it has 
been in a great many other places, that the large majority of the people were favourable 
to prohibition ; at the same time they are not favourable enough to say that if such a law 
were enacted, they would put themselves out in the least to see that it was enforced. 

40571. Do you agree that there has been a marked change in public opinion during 
the last few years ?—I have been here four years, and for myself I do not feel capable to 
give an opinion on that point. 

40572. Do you think there has been any change?—I have not been here long 
enough to beable to remark any. In my particular circle I have not noticed any change. 

40573. You believe in the principle of prohibition !—Yes, the same as I believe in 
a great many other principles ; but I do not see any particular use for it in this country 
just now. 

40574. Can you conceive a condition of things that would justify the embodiment 
of that principle in law ?—Yes ; and when the community reaches that point, then it 
seems to me that the prohibitory law is of itself useless. ; 

40575. So in that case a prohibitory law would be useless ?—No, I did not say that 
at all. I mean in this way: the community might consist of people who were all 
total abstainers, that is to say, a community where, so far as the people were concerned, 
prohibition would not be able to do service. If such a condition prevailed over the 
whole country, that conclusion would of course be true ; but it would also undoubtedly 
happen.that there would be communities where the majority were total abstainers, and 
where a minority, if there was not prohibition or restriction, would certainly go into the 
liquor business. In those communities the law would have to be looked after and 
enforced. 

40576. Do you mean that all the people or a large proportion of the people would 
allow this ?—I mean a very large proportion. 

40577. Would you have rigid measures taken to protect the minority.—The 
minority have no rights in the government, except rights that are common to all. 


By Judge McDonald: 


40578. I understand then, from what you say and from your knowledge of the 
city and of the state of feeling in the country, that there would be a majority of people 
in British Columbia in favour of prohibition as an abstract proposition /—No doubt of it. 


as 
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40579. But so far as prohibition being practically carried out, you think that 
majority would fade away /—I think so. It would fade away before it could be a 
failure in enforcing the law. Ido not think there is a province in Canada in which it 
would be more difficult to enforce the law than here. We have an immense country 
sparsely settled along the United States border where smuggling and illicit distilling 
could be carried on to an almost unlimited extent. 

40580. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, a law to prohibit the 
manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes, would 
you deem it right that brewers and distillers should be remunerated for loss of plant 
and machinery rendered useless /—I think if Parliament passed a law of that kind they 
should remunerate every man in the business for every dollar he had invested in it. In 
other words the Government should buy up all the breweries and distilleries and liquor 
establishments, and the liquor should be destroyed if of no value. 

40581. Generally speaking, what is the effect upon a community of having a pro- 
hibitory law that is flagrantly and persistently violated ?—It has an evil effect. 


LEWIS HALL, of Victoria, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald : 


40582. What is your business or occupation ?—I am a dentist. 

40583. How long have you resided in British Columbia ?’—I came here first in 
1876, and resided here for several years, partially on the line between here and Nanaimo 
and partially in Victoria. Then I went to Philadelphia, and from there I went to 
Oakville, Ontario. 

40584. How long have you resided here !—The last time since June 30, 1886. 

40585. Then you have been in the city nearly five years /—Yes. 

40586. The license law has been in force here ever since you have known the city, 
I suppose ?— Yes. 

40587. Are you yourself favourable to the license system ?—I am not. 

40588. Are you opposed to it ?—Yes. 

40589. Are you favourable to prohibition /—Yes. 

40590. On principle ?— Yes. 

40591. Are you opposed to the licensing of the traffic /—Yes. 

40592. Do you think it wrong to license it /~-I do, and for the simple reason that 
liquor is poison, and some restriction should be placed on its sale as well as on the sale 
of any other poison. 

40593. Do you think it wrong for people to use it as a beverage ?—I do. 

40594. Have you lived in any place where prohibition was in force !—I resided three 
months in Oakville, Halton County, in 1889. 

40595. You were not there when the Scott Act was repealed in that county ?—No. 
During the whole time I was there, I saw only one drunken man, and liquor was not to 
be obtained. I know parties who wanted to drink and tried to obtain liquor, but could 
not, and who came to me, as they knew I could get alcohol for my office purposes. 

40596. Then, in your opinion, the Scott Act was a success in Oakville ?— Yes, 
while I was there. 

40597. You had not much opportunity of seeing the working of the Act, as you were 
only there for three months. Do you know the reason why the Scott Act was repealed / 
—1I do not know the reason why it was repealed. 

40598. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, would you deem it 
right that brewers and distillers should be compensated for their loss of plant and 
machinery rendered useless !—No; they went into the business with their eyes open. 
Probably the Government would buy the liquor and keep it for sale for medicinal and 
mechanical purposes. 

ArtTHUR L. BELYEA. 
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by Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


40599. From your knowledge of British Columbia, have you reason to believe there 
is a strong sentiment:in favour of prohibition !—I do. I am in a position to know some- 
thing about it from correspondence, owing to an office I occupy. I think the sentiment 
is growing rapidly. 

40600. What office do you occupy ?—I am Grand Secretary of the Independent 
Order of Good Templars. 

40601. Have you observed the working of the license law here /—I have to some 
extent. 

40602. What do you think of it !—I am not in favour of license at all; but, even 
if I were, I would not approve of the present license law. It is almost impossible to 
enforce the Sunday Act. At the present time, it is not necessary that the door should 
be closed, for you have to catch a man in the act of drinking and know what he is 
drinking before conviction could be obtained. 

40603. During your residence in Victoria have you noticed any eval results from 
the drink trade ?—I am sorry to say I have noticed a good many, both here and while 
I was residing in other parts of the province. I have known several people who went 
to the bad, and also instances that occurred directly due to drink. 

40604. Instances of what kind !—People being drowned. I have assisted at post- 
mortem examinations where people have been drowned. Alcohol was detected in the 
brain at the time, and that was the verdict the jury brought in. 

40605. Is that a sample of many cases ’-—It is. I have known men who worked in 
the summer in the woods for $50 or $60 a month, and after they were in Victoria for a 
short time they had not a cent. I also know the case of a man who worked in the woods 
and who started out to see his folks in the east, and when he reached California he got 
on a spree, lost all his money and had to return. 

40606. Do you think a community does a better business when saloons are pro- 
hibited ?—I know it does. I know that business prospers a good deal, more when a 
prohibitory law is in force than under the license system. 

40607. If those men had not spent their money in saloons and on drink, would the 
country have become bankrupt !—I should say not ; it would have been benefited in a 
great many other ways. There would not be so many people fighting, and so many 
police would not be required to look after the people. The jails would not be needed, 
and there would not be a large expenditure required to keep them up. The people 
generally would not be required to pay in order to keep them up. 

40608. You believe, from your experience, that crime, disorders and all unlawfulness 
are directly or indirectly due to the liquor traffic ?—Yes. 

40609. I do not think the report of your Chief of Police shows that clearly ?—I was 
speaking to a leading physician the other day, and he said that the large percentage of 
deaths was due directly to drink. He is not a member of any temperance organization. 

40610. Do you think drinking is more prevalent in British Columbia than in the 
eastern provinces !—I think it was so in the early days, when money seemed to be more 
plentiful. There were not so many families here then as now, and the people spent 
their money more recklessly. 

40611. They went to the saloons because they had nowhere else to go, and they 
spent their money in drinking /— Yes. 


By Judge McDonald : 


40612. Do you think if a prohibitory law were enacted, it could be carried into 
operation in this province !—I do not see why it could not, if we had proper officers. 

40613. Can you inform the Commissioners of any country in the world in which 
this desirable state of things exists /—I can not. 

40614. Does it exist in Kansas ?—Not strictly, so far as I can learn. 

40615. Do you believe a prohibitory law could be enforced in British Columbia /— 
T do not see why it could not be enforced here as well as anywhere else. 

40616. Where is it in force ?—It is not in force anywhere. 

40617. But you think it could be enforced here as well as elsewhere ’—If there was 
a proper government. 

74 CE oe 


546 ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC. 


40618. Why is it not enforced elsewhere when it is on the statute-book ’—It is not 
strictly prohibition that is on the statute-book. 

40619. Do you know of any country in the world where such prohibition as you 
wish is in operation !/—No. 

40620. So it would be an experiment if it were introduced here ?—I do not know 
that you could call it an experiment. 

40621. Would there not be great expense connected with that system ’—There 
would not need to be any expense. 

40622. But it would be a new thing?—Yes. The only country where it exists is 
Turkey. 

10623. That is the only illustration you can put forward. We have been told that 
in the Fiji Islands there is such a law.—I am not sure. 

40624. The Rev. Dr. Stewart of Sackville, N. B., Professor of Theology in the 
University there, informed the Commission that such a law was in force in the Fiji 
Islands /—Yes. 

40625. You think such a law could be enforced, yet you have stated that the 
Sunday Law was not enforced here !—Yes. 

40626. Why not ?—For the reason I have stated: the law seems to be vague. 

40627. How is the law vague /—All it says is that they shall not sell over a bar; 
they can sell liquor at meals to people boarding in the hotels, and they are not called 
upon to close the door and put the lights out. 

40628. I understood you to say that the prosecutor had to prove what kind of 
liquor was sold and drank before convictions could be secured /—Yes. You had to prove 
that alcoholic liquor was sold. 


40629. Would you prohibit the sale of ginger beer on week days !—Ginger beer is 7 


not an alcoholic beverage. 

40630. I understood you to say that difficulty arose in regard to distinguishing the 
kinds of liquor sold, whether it was alcoholic liquor or ginger beer. If that difficulty 
prevails in regard to drink on Sunday, would it not prevail in regard to week days under 
a prohibitory law ?—No, because liquor is detectible by the smell; it could be dis- 
tinguished, and if liquor was prohibited by law, and there was a smell of liquor a round, 
they would be liable to be caught, and prosecuted under the law. 

40631. Does not that condition exist at present under the Sunday law !—No. 

‘40632. The method of detection would be by the smell and other liquors could not 
be used as ginger beer /—Yes. 

40633. Under the prohibitory law you desire there should be the right of search of 
houses and persons, I suppose /—Yes, because they would get liquor from the other side 
of the line. A prohibitory law, in order to be successful, would require that to be done. 
A man if he travels now has his baggage searched by the Customs officers, and in order 
to have a prohibitory law successful the right to search persons would also need to be 
used. 

40634. You would be in favour of having that done !’—Yes. 

40635. And a proper officer or officers to do it?—Yes. 


Lewis Hatz. 
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Rev. J. E. COOMBES, of Victoria, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :-— 
By Judge McDonald : 


40636. With what Church are you connected !—I am pastor of the Baptist Church 
in this city. . 

40637. How long have you resided in British Columbia ?— About two weeks. 

40638. Where did you come from!—From Washington State. 

40639. From what part ?—From Tacoma. 

40640. Is a license law in force there 1— Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod ; 


40641. Yon have not been here long enough to form an opinion as to the working 
of the license law in this city, I suppose ?—No. 

40642. Have you ever lived in a prohibitory town or city ?—I have lived where 
there was local option. 

40643. Where was that !— One of the places was Upper Alton, in Illinois, where I 
was at college, and another was Auburn, in the same State. 

40644. How did local option work there !—The trouble with local option is that it 
is too local and too optional. We have to fight the same old devil over and over again 
every year, and, of course, that makes it very difficult. That is the optional feature. 
The local feature is this: in a State like Illinois, where there are towns almost every 
five or six miles, one town in the county may “jug” the whole county. The people go 
to that town and obtain all the liquor they. want. Another objection I have to local 
option is that while it ‘“ bunches” the revenue it does not “bunch” the expense. One 
town may get all the revenue and at the same time the people over all the county have 
to foot the bills. 

40645. Then you think it is unfair ?—Yes. 

40646. How does the license law work in Washington State ’—It works badly, from 
my observation. 

40647. How is that ?—It is decidedly on the side of the liquor men. It protects 
the liquor men in a business, which, if carried on by “the butcher, the baker or the 
candlestick maker,” would give him a coat of tar and feathers and cause him to be 
ridden out of the town. 

40648. Explain that.—It allows men to open these places where they are not able 
to take care of themselves and refrain. It follows them with that sort of influence which 
sends them home to abuse their children and beat their wives and terrorize the neighbour- 
hood. While we have laws in the United States against the sale of rotten meat, I never 
knew a man to eat rotten meat and then go home and beat his wife; but we grant 
privileges to sell liquor, which causes a man to do acts that would never have been done 
by a man after eating stale meat or vegetables. 

40649. If a man ate rotten meat and then went home, would he not most likely be 
sick 1—This trade gives a monopoly to a certain class of people to debauch the cum- 
munity in which they live. 

40650. Is there not a large class of people who, while purchasing at licensed places, 
never go home and create disturbance ?—Well, I suppose it differs with the community. 

40651. What is your belief as to the proportion of drinkers who are excessive 


_ drinkers ?—My observation, which extends from a little place like Tacoma to a city like 


the capital of Illinois, is that the majority of the people who frequent the saloons, in fact 
the large majority become sooner or later in lite what are called habitual drinkers. My 
observation is that it is simply a question of time. 

40652. Does your Church have a conference or association or union in this province ? 
We are bound in conventional and associational ties with Washington State. 

40653. Have you many churches in this province !—We have two in this city, two 


‘in Vancouver, one in Nanaimo and one in New Westminster, six in all. 


40654. These are connected with the association or union in Washington State ?— 
Yes. 
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40655. Has that union made any deliverance on the question of temperance and 
prohibition ?—It has. 

40656. Is that the deliverance of the Baptist people in this province /—Yes. I may 
say that the meeting was held at Vancouver, in this province, and the majority of the 
delegates were from this proyince. 

40657. Do yourefer to the last meeting of the association /—Yes. 

40658. Did the association, at that meeting, express itself on this question /—Yes, 
most emphatically 

40659. Have you acopy of the report?—I could furnish a copy of the meetings and 
the minutes to the Commission. 

40660. Do you believe in a prohibitory law ?—I do. 

40661. Do you think it right in principle ?—I do. 

40662. What do you think about its practicability /—I have not any question about 
that, for the testimony of the most distinguished men in the United States is to that 
effect. 

40663. What is the effect of their testimony /—The effect is this: When we go to 
Maine, the Governor, the United States senators and the congressmen, generally agree 
in the fact that the Maine law, the law for the prohibition of the liquor traffic, is as well 
enforced, and some say better enforced, than any other criminal law on the statute- 
book. That is enough for me. 

40664. You have not lived where there is local option?—I have not. I have 
visited Kansas several times ; once when it was under license, and twice when it was 
under prohibition. 

40665. What impression did the two systems make on your mind?—If I may be 
permitted to make a personal reference, I want to say that my family are addicted to 
the use of liquor, and the first time I visited there I found the same state of things in 
the family that live in Illinois. When I went there I found, from the testimony of my - 
own father and brothers, that it was practically impossible (for that was the way they 
put it) to get liquor, and a man had to be a sneak if he got a drink of whisky in the 
city of Emporia. 

40666. Then you think prohibition was fairly successful in Kansas ?—TI think they 
counted it so after being much opposed to it ; they thought it as well or better enforced 
than any other law in the city. 

40667. I presume there were some violations !—Oh yes, they said men could crawl 
along in a tunnel and drop a quarter in the slot, and drink whisky.from a tin cup. 

40668. Did you hear anything of movable saloons in Kansas?—-I do not think I 
did. J heard about “‘leggers.” They were men that went round with bottles in their 
boot legs. 

40669. Do you not regard those violations of the law as very demoralizing and 
tending to bring the law into contempt ’—That depends on whether the fellow gets 
caught or not. It is demoralizing to the fellow who violates the law and to the people 
ae are apprehended. 

40670. What is the effect on the community of those violations by “leggers” and 
other parties /—It seemed to be the impression of people with whom I conversed in 
Emporia that while the law was violated, it was violated in such a way that it practi- 
cally deprived the men who violated it of any standing in the community. 

40671. What is your opinion of the law: is it an educator !—I have always regard- 
ed it as an educator. 

40672. Do you think a law against a thing admittedly wrong educates the people 
against that wrong thing !—I think so. 

40673. Even when the law is violated ?—I think so. 

40674. In the event of a general prohibitory law being passed, do you think it 
would be proper to compensate the brewers and distillers for the loss they sustained ? 
—TI should like to say concerning this matter that Iam biased in my opinion by the 
decision of the Supreme Court of the United States. 

40675. What was the decision !—They have declared against compensation. My 
own personal opinion has always been against it ; but I should like to repeat that the 
Supreme Court of the United States has declared compensation illegal. 

Rev. J. E. Coombgs, 
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40676. What do you think of the justice of the claim for compensation ?—I think 
it would be a good thing if the whole matter could be squared up ; and when the men 
in the trattic shall have compensated the world for the suffering entailed by their business, 
the world will then be entirely willing to turn round and pay what little balance is in 
their favour. 

40677. You think there are two sides to the question ?—I think so. 


By Judge McDonald : 


40678, You are a citizen of the United States ?—Yes. 

40679. You have resided in Canada for a period of two weeks /— Yes. 

40680. You think you would like to see a law in force here such as is in force in 
Maine : is that the kind of law you want?—That, of course, would cover.a great many 
special features which are local. 

40681. Are there no other features ?—I should like to have a law resting on the 
broad basis of the prohibition of the liquor traffic. 

40682. What is there in the Maine law that is not satisfactory to you?—I do not 
think I could enter into details. I do not know that I could say that I am in favour of 
the Maine law, because there may be some local features. 

40683. You rested your statement in favour of prohibition on the fact that the 
Maine law was a complete success !/—Yes. 

40684. Do you know that in Maine a man may have all the liquor he wants in his 
house and that he may give it to his friends ?—Yes, of course there are details. 

40685. That is something more than detail. Are you aware that under the Maine 
law a man may bring in liquor, but he must not buy it in the State, that he may keep 
his cellar well stocked and give liquor to his friends /—I do not know: I think that is a 
local feature of the law. 

40686. Can you tell me of any country in the world that has such a prohibitory law ? 
—TI think so. 

40687. Please state the country ?—I think the main features of the law are em- 
bodied in the Kansas, Iowa, or in the Maine laws, and those would fairly represent the 
present demand of the people for prohibition. 

40688. You will take the Kansas or the Iowa or the Maine law as representing 
the present demand of those in favour of prohibition /—I think so. 

40689. Supposing a witness comes forward and swears that in Emporia there are 
fully equipped saloons for the sale of liquor, would that witness be telling the truth or 
not !-—I could not say, because I was not there. 

40690. What you have stated is on information received, I suppose!—Yes, there 
was none while I was there. 

40691. When were you there /—I was there in the fall of 1888. 

* 40692. You say that at that time there was no such thing as a saloon in Emporia 
where liquors were sold at a bar?—I saw none and I heard of none. 

40693. You did not yourself see this tin pan business to which you have referred 4 
—No, but I heard it from testimony that was going on about the law. 
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C. DELLSMITH, of Victoria, journalist, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald : 


40694. How long have you resided in Victoria !—A couple of years. 

40695. With what paper are you connected ?—I am at present connected with the 
Colonist. 

40696. Have you resided any where else in the country /—Yes, in Toronto and in 
Kamloops. 

40697. Was there a license law in force in Kamloops ?—Yes. 

40698. Was it well observed there !/— Yes. 

40699. Do you know whether Kamloops was used as a distributing point for liquor 
sent to the North-west Territories ’— Yes, I think it was. I have often heard so. 

40700. Have you knowledge of it personally!—No; but I have often heard it 
stated. 

40701. Taking this country as you have seen it, do you find the people to be sober 
and law-abiding people !—I do certainly. 

40702. How do they compare with other communities in which you have lived ?— 
They compare most favourably. What struck me when I last came to British Columbia 
was the absence of restriction and the repugnance of the people to anything in the 
shape of prohibition. When I first came to Kamloops the Sunday closing law was in 
operation, and before that time saloons had been open day and night. On Sunday I 
saw a man taking drink that I had not seen drinking for weeks. I also saw that it 
made sneaks of men; at the same time the people were determined to have the drink. 
T have seen men, whom you would never think would do it, hang about saloons and 
bribe people to go in and get them a drink. I thought this was demoralizing. 

40703. You do not favour Sunday closing?—I do not. I have known it to be 
attempted in Toronto and afterwards prove a failure. 

40704. You believe in saloons selling during 24 hours in the day and every day in 
the week !—A saloon keeper in this city can keep his place open day and night, 
except on Sunday. There are only four saloons who keep open all night there. 

40705. I suppose these four saloons fulfil all the night requirement as there are not 
a great many people around!—Yes, and the restaurants in connection with them. 
Newspaper men call in and have supper and take a glass of beer. 

40706. Do you favour the license law, or would you rather have untrammelled 
sale —I favour the license law. 

40707. Why ’—Because you get a better class of people in the trade, and otherwise 
competition would be too keen. If there were too many in the trade the liquor would 
be adulterated, and the licensees would sell impure liquor and inferior liquor. 

40708. Then you think that under the license law there is a better class of licensees 
and a better class of liquor !—Yes. But there is one mistake I see in the license law 
here as well as elsewhere and it is this: there is a man who often gets drunk, and the 
authorities look on him almost as a criminal. J think it is the man who plies him with 
liquor until he makes a beast of himself, who is the criminal. A man can take a certain 
quantity without doing himself any harm, and if the licensee is a respectable man or if 
there is a respectable man behind the bar, he will not give him more. 

40709. Does not the law now prohibit sale to drunkards !—It is not observed. 

40710. Is there violation of the law?—I think so. I think it is the duty of the 
law makers to see that the law is enforced. 

40711. You think they fail in that particular ?—I do. ‘ 

40712. From your knowledge of men in British Columbia and public sentiment 
here, do you think a general prohibitory law for the whole country could be enforced!— 
I think it would be utterly impossible. 

40713. In what would the difficulty consist /—This country is peculiar. Take this 
Island ; you could not prevent smuggling except you had revenue cutters round the 
whole coast. The people now smuggle opium to the extent of hundreds of pounds 
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weekly. This is very well known, but the authorities cannot catch the parties, 
although on both sides they are looking for them. 
40714. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law do you think com- 
pensation should be granted to brewers and distillers for loss of plant !—I do not. 
40715. Or for their liquor in store for rectification purposes !—Certainly not. 
40716. Would you have a limit fixed during which they should be allowed to sell 
the liquor !—Certainly not ; if the trade is declared illegal, it should be disposed of at 
once. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


40717. Speaking in regard to opium smuggling, would it be well to license the 
opium trade, as parties will smuggle it /—There is alr eady a license attached to it and a 
great revenue is derived from opium. 

40718. But there is smuggling going on ?—Yes. 

40719. For profit of course?—Yes. I repeat that I do not believe in Sunday 
closing: it is a farce wherever it is tried. 

40720. Speaking of the people of Kamloops who objected to all restrictions and 
especially to the Sunday closing, do you think the law makes them more sober or more 
inclined to the liquor habit /—If the places had been open so that men could get a drink 
and then go away, it would have been better. The result of the prohibition was that 
men boarding in hotels would ask friends up in their rooms, and there was more drink- 
ing on Sunday than if there had been an open system. 

40721. Would you have a law that interferes with a man’s personal rights, or would 
you allow him to gratify his desires?—So long as the personal rights and desires are 
not offensive to the community or injurious, then I say by all means allow him to gratify 
his wishes. 

40722. Did you notice that in Toronto there was Sunday selling going on /—I have 
seen more drinking in Toronto on Sunday than I have seen in Victoria on a week day. 
40723. Then Sunday prohibition did not prohibit in Toronto /—Certainly not. 

40724. Do you think Sunday prohibition prohibits in Victoria /—I do not. 


By Judge McDonald : 


40725. Is Kamloops an orderly place ?— Very orderly. There is only one policeman, 
who is also collector of taxes, and he controls the whole population. 

40726. Then there is not much drunkenness there —There is only about one case 
in three weeks or a month. 


5ow ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC. 


NANAIMO, November 21st, 1892. 
The Royal Commission on the Liquor Traffic met here this day. 


Present : 


JuDGE McDona.p. Rev. Dr. McLeop. 


Jupce McDONALD, in opening the proceedings, said : Her Majesty’s Commission 
under the Great Seal of Canada was read at Winnipeg, at the opening of the sitting 
there, and the reading will, therefore, be dispensed with on this occasion. We will at 
once proceed to examine witnesses. 


SAMUEL DRAKE, of Nanaimo, Sheriff of the Bailiwick of Nanaimo, on being 
duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


40727. How long have you been Sheriff ?—Between seven and eight years. 

40728. Are you appointed by the Provincial Government /— Yes. 

40729. How long have you resided in the Province of British Columbia ?—A little 
over fifty years. 

40730. Did you come here from one of the other provinces ?—I came from California 
here, but I am an Englishman born. J was in the Fraser River mines, after coming 
from California in the spring of 1862. 

40731. How long have you lived on Vancouver Island ?—For 19 or 20 years. 

40732. Then you have had a good deal of experience on the mainland as well as on 
the Island !—Yes, I know both pretty well. 

40733. When you came here first, what law was in force in regard to the liquor 
trade ; was it a license /—There has always been a license law in force here. 

40734. Taking your own city, is this a law-abiding and sober community ?—There 
are a great number of mixed people here, and considering that, I think it is one of the 
best I have ever known. We have men here from different parts of Europe and various 
parts of the United States, and they are a good class. 

40735. This is the centre of a large mining district, I believe ?—Yes. 

40736. Therefore you have what is called a mining population /—Yes. 

40737. Have you also a proportion of seafaring population ?—Yes. A great many 
come here and get off the ships and roam around as they please. 

40738. Taking all these facts into consideration, you think this place will compare 
favourably with other places in which you have been ?/—With any other place of which 
I have knowledge. 

40739. Have you reason to believe that the present license law works satisfactorily : 
are there any amendments you could suggest /—I know that my opinions on these 
matters are not entirely popular, and I believe that not many people will fall in with 
my views. 

40740. But you speak in the public interest, I suppose. We are here by the 
authority of the Parliament of Canada, and by appointment of the Dominion Govern- 
ment, to obtain information on all these questions; and we must ask you to give us such 
information that is within your power to give. Does the law, as a license law, work 
satisfactorily ?—I think so. 

SAMUEL DRAKE. 
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40741. Do you know of any amendments that are desirable ?—I do not know of 
any that I could recommend. I may state that the law is something that I am not 
very well acquainted with. Judging the question of prohibition, the opinion I enter- 
tain about it is from the results I have seen from the sale of liquor. 

40742. Are you yourself favourable to prohibition ?—I cannot say Iam. That is 
the reason I am not always in harmony with my surroundings. 

40743. You think there is a prohibition sentiment in the community /—I believe so. 

40744. And you yourself are not in harmony with it?—Yes ; that is the reason I 
mentioned the matter. 

40745. Are you opposed to prohibition on principle /—The only way I can explain 
it is this: I do not see why any class of people having liquor in the community should 
need any further protection than men in the butcher shops. In this place liquor has 
been sold ever since I came here. If a man wants to sell liquor he has to get the signa- 
tures of his neighbours and of the Magistrate, and there are always men more or less 
opposed to a man getting a license, and the consequence is that there is friction, to a 


_ certain extent, before a new license is granted. 


40746. Is the sentiment of the people in this community opposed to the traffic 
altogether ?—I think not. They are not in the majority. Owing to the way the ques- 
tion was asked, I was led to express my own opinion and feelings. 

40747. From your experience of British Columbia on both the mainJand and on 
the island, do you believe a general prohibitory law, if passed, could be enforced satis- 
factorily !—It would take an army of constables to enforce it. There would be a great 
deal of smuggling, as there are such good facilities for it. This is so much the case that 
it would be impossible to carry out the law. 

40748. Have you many bays and inlets ?—The coast is full of small bays and _har- 
bours especially on the Island. 

40749. Then you think smuggling would prevail extensively !—Yes. 

40750. Do you know whether illicit stills are carried on throughout the province ? 
Ido not. That is one of the things we hear very little about in this province. 

40751. Taking this city, are there many places licensed to sell liquor ?—There are 
several places. 

40752. Have you ever been in Cassiar /-—Yes. I was there two seasons. 

40753. Have you been in Alaska !—Yes ; you go up through part of Alaska to get 
to Cassiar. The road passes through part of the Alaskan coast and you go back 
to British territory in order to reach that district. 

40754. Do you know any of the towns in Alaska or have you visited any of them ? 
—TI have been at Sitka and Fort Wrangell. 

40755. We have been told that there is a prohibitory law in force there. Can you 
say whether that law is carried out?—When I was in the country it was under what 
was called martial law, and there was a strong feeling of terror of martial law among the 
people there. Everything was quiet and orderly, and you simply travelled along with- 
out being molested by anybody. 

40756. Then you did not investigate the state of things existing /—No. We simply 
attended to our own business and obtained what we wanted, and went back as soon as 
possible. 

40757. Then you are not in a position to speak in regard to Alaska /—No, 

40758. In regard to the license law in this province, we understand that recently 
there has been.an amendment passed by the Legislature by which licensed houses are 
compelled to close on Sunday /—Yes. 

40759. How isthat law observed ?—It has been a source of good to this little town, 
in this way, that when saloons were open on Sunday sailors from the ships came ashore 
and the miners came and trouble arose, for the sailor’s liberty being restricted so much on 


ship-board he will indulge more than other men on shore. There were men drunk in the 


streets when people were going to church and when the children were going to Sunday 
School, but since the Closing Act has been introduced we have been benefited in this 
way and Sunday is kept more orderly. =: ; ne 

40760. You have said that there is not a majority of people in favour of prohibi- 
tion, but that there is a majority in favour of Sunday closing !—I think so. 
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40761. You think that is representative of the people’s sentiment !—Yes, that the 
saloons should be closed on Sunday. And they will see that it is obeyed. 

40762. Then the people support that view !—Yes. 

40763. Do you know what public opinion is in regard to the number of licenses 
issued in the city ?—I do not. 

40764. In some places we found the people advocating a reduction in the number 
of licenses issued to a very small number ; others were not in favour of that /—We are 
getting back to the same point or pretty near to it where we were just now. Speaking 
for myself, I do not fall in line with that view. 

40765. Are there places licensed in Nanaimo where liquor is sold but beds are not 
provided for travellers or meals supplied /—I do not know any hotel of that kind in the 
town. I suppose you can get a bed almost anywhere, but I have never known of such 
places as you mean. . 

40766. Are they almost all hotels !—I suppose there is a class of hotels in the 
lower part of the town which will let bedrooms and accommodation for travellers. As: 
regards the retail trade, certain conditions have to be complied with before licenses are 
granted. 

40767. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, a law to prohibit the 
manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating beverages, would you deem it right 


that brewers and distillers should be compensated for their loss of machinery and plant ? 


-—I should certainly say so, because they have now certain vested rights. They have 
invested their money in those establishments and year after year have been granted 
licenses. 

40768. It has been stated that those people have been required by law and by 
departmental regulations to put in certain machinery from time to time and also change 
that machinery, and they are moreover required by law to keep their liquor in stock for 
two years for purposes of rectification. Do you think that all those matters should be 
taken into account in enacting any such legislation as is suggested !—That is one of the 
things I am not able to speak of. 

40769. You have merely expressed your opinion that in principle it would be 
right to make some compensation /— Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


40770. Have you any reason to believe that there is liquor sold by others than 
licensed vendors /—I have no reason to believe it, none whatever. 

40771. Have you reason to believe that the licensees sell during prohibited hours ? 
—No. If they did I would consider it my duty to inform the constable, and he would 
go and haul the parties up. I have known one or two cases where there have been 
violations of the law, but very few of them since the new Sunday Closing Act was 
passed. 

40772. You do not officially have anything to do with cases of drunkenness }—No. 
Tama provincial constable and as such would be expected to assist in maintaining 
good order. 

40773. But it is not, properly speaking, your duty ?—I am Sheriff, and I am also 
a provincial constable. 

40774. Is there much drunkenness in the town ?—TI do not think there is a great 
deal. On Saturday evenings you will find some more or less drunk, but it must be 
remembered that this is a mixed community, composed of a great many different classes 
of people. 

40775. How is it about pay day: are there many who get drunk on that day /— 
Not as many as I have seen*in many other places in British Columbia. I know that it 
was so in Ridgetield on Saturday and Sunday. 

40776. Did they have free sale in that place —No, it was under license. 

40777. But in your opinion it would be just as well not to have licenses but to let 
any man who likes start and sell liquor, if he pleases, on paying a fee /—My feeling is 
that there should be a license, and a good one, but I do not believe that a certain num- 
ber of people should have the business, 

SAMUEL DRAKE. 
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40778. You do not believe in a monopoly /—No, there should be a license, and a 
good one, and if a house violated the law it should be closed. 

40779. As Sheriff, have you to do with the serious crimes that occur, such as murder, 
burglary, ete. Have you much of that crime in your bailiwick?—We have very little 
of that class of crime in the district, but at present we seem to be suffering from one or 
two cases. 

40780. Have you noticed during the years of your official duties whether any propor- 
tion of the crime you have to deal with as chief executive officer is traceable, directly or 
indirectly, to the drink traffic and the drink habit !—Most of the crime I am brought in 
connection with arises from liquor. In nine cases out of ten when men commit excesses 
they do so when drunk ; at all events, that is the excuse they make. 

40781. Do you find that crime is related in any way to the drink habit and traffic ? 
—A fact that struck me in regard to one or two cases of a more than ordinary serious 
nature was that I think they did not arise from drink at all. 

40782. Do you think that drink had no connection with them ?—Not that I know of. 

40783. Is there much sale to Indians?—There is an Act prohibiting Indians from 
getting any liquor at all. Once in a while we pick up a drunken Indian and inquire 
where he got liquor, and he will point out the man who supplied it ; then the party is 
arrested and subject to a fine of $50 or as high as $300, and in addition six months’ im- 
prisonment, 

40784. Have you had many such cases !—There are always some of these vendors in 
the jail. 

40785. Do you know if there are many cases of sale to Indians ?—I should imagine 
there were hundreds. I have a good deal to do with Indians. An Indian is always a 
pretty decent fellow when he is sober, as most of them are, but when they get drunk they 
seem to lose all respect for the rights of any other party in their immediate neighbourhood, 
and they are capable of doing things when drunk that they would never do when sober. 

40786. Are they quiet and sober generally /—Yes, they are all right as long as they 
are sober. 


By Judge McDonald : 


40787. In cases of sale of liquor to Indians, what class of people make the sales !— 
Very low fellows. 

40788. They are not licensed dealers, I suppose?—No. Iam very glad you men- 
tioned that point. In anumber of cases they are men from the ships and are away down 
in the social scale, and the liquor is supplied by men for the sake of money. When any- 
thing of that kind occurs it is always done by a fellow who is down about as far as he 
can get; however, it is very seldom done, 


ANDREW HASLEM, of Nanaimo, saw-mill owner, on being duly sworn, deposed 
as follows :— 


' By Judge McDonald - 


40789. Do you occupy any public position 7—I am Mayor of this city. 

40790. How long have you resided here ?—About eleven years. 

40791. How long have you been in British Columbia /—About seventeen years. 

40792. Where did you reside before you came to Nanaimo !/—In New Westminster. 

40793. That is the mainland !—Yes. 

40794. Did you come here from one of the other provinces !—I came here from New 
Brunswick, but I am an Irishman by birth ; I came here from Albert, King’s County. 

40795. Since you came here has a license law always been in force !— Yes. 

40796. How long have you been Mayor !—Since Ist January last. 

40797. Have you found this country to be orderly and law-abiding ?—I think so, 


_ especially considering that it is a mining community and there are a great many vessels 
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coming and going all the time. There are a large number of sailors here and the wages 
paid are higher than those paid in other places ; and I think everything considered the 
law is fairly well carried out. 

40798. Do you find many people here from different parts of the globe 1—Yes. 

40799. Different parts of Europe ?—Yes; there Italians, Belgians, Swedes, Chinese, 
Germans, a few Russians, Scotchmen, Irishmen and Englishmen. 

40800. What is the population of the city ?—About 5,000. 

40801. Of the population, what proportion would be miners, in round figures /—The 
principal industry carried on here is mining. In fact over half of the able bodied men 
are miners. 

40802. You say the foreign population is of a floating kind !—Yes; I have not con- 
sidered them in the population. 

40803. Have you anything to do officially with the carrying out of the license law ? 
—TI am chairman of the Board of Licensing Commissioners. 

40804. How many licensed places are there at the present time ?—22. 

40805. Are they all hotels ?—The retail places all have bars. There are very few 
of them that pretend to give meals, although they will do so if required. 

40806. Under the terms of the license are they required to give meals ?—Yes, that 
is the understanding. 

40807. How many wholesale licenses are there /—There is only one. 

40808. Have you reason to believe there is any unlicensed sale in this city !—I 
have not. 

40809. So far as your experience goes, is the license law well observed by the 
licensees !—I think so. 

40810. I mean as regards Sunday sale’ and everything of that kind.—We occa- 
sionally hear complaints, but when you come to trace out the complaints it is very difficult 
to say that infraction of the law has taken place. I think that the present license law 
' requires a little amendment. 

40811. Kindly state to the Commission in what way you wish the law amended, 
and give any information that occurs to you on the subject /—While the Sunday law 
prohibits the sale of liquor on Sunday, it does not prohibit people sitting in the bar 
rooms, and I think it would be more effective if the law was amended so that people 
should not be allowed to sit in the bar rooms. 

40812. You would have the law amended so as to have the bar rooms closed up 
entirely /—Yes. At the present time it is almost impossible to see whether people are 
drinking there or not. It is a very easy matter for a person to stop drinking the 
moment the officer comes in; he can simply sit down. If the licensees were compelled to 
close the bar altogether, it would be very much better. 

40813. You say there are 22 licenses granted here /—That is the number as nearly 
as I can remember. 

40814. From your experience, do you deem it advisable to limit the number of 
licenses granted !?—Yes, I do. 

40815. What about the amount of license fee ; would you be in favour of a higher 
license fee ?—Our license fee here is, I believe, larger than in any other place in the 
province. i‘ 

40816. How much is it ?-—$300. ' 

40817. Does that fee go to the City Government or to the Provincial Government ? 
—The city claims its own license fees. 

40818. Are you favourable to a license law or to prohibition !—I think if prohibition 
could be carried out, it would be better for the community. 

40819. Then on principle you are in favour of prohibition ?—I think so. 

40820. Have you doubt as to the practicability of carrying it out /—Yes. 

40821. What would be the main difficulty /—This is a sparsely settled country, and 
it would be very difficult to apprehend people well acquainted with the country, who 
would smuggle. | 

40822. Are there any difficulties in the way of carrying on smuggling operations /—— 
I do not think it would be possible to prevent snuggling, 
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40823. Are you able to speak from information as to the public feeling in the 
province as a whole in regard to the subject of prohibition ?—No, I cannot say that Lam. 

40824. Do you think there is as strong a sentiment in favour of total prohibition as 
there is in favour of the Sunday closing law?—No, I do not think there is. 

40825. The Sunday closing law commends itself to the greater portion of the people ? 
—Yes, I think so. 

40826. Have you had any experience in a country where prohibition was in force ? 
—TI may say that I have been in Maine, but nov long enough to enable me to form an 
opinion as to the working of the law there. 

40827. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, a law to prohibit the 
manufacture, importation and sale of alcoholic liquors for beverage purposes, do you 
think it right that brewers and distillers should receive compensation for their plant 
and machinery that would be rendered useless /—Yes, I think so. For they established 
the business with the consent of the law, and if those interests are prohibited, I think 
the parties should be compensated. id 

40828. Have you any facilities provided for the recreation of the people, such as 
parks, ete.—Yes, there ar2 a number of places. 

40829. Do you find the people avail themselves of those places of resort /—Yes, 
more so than in most cities. 

40830. Do you find them of advantage to the people ?—Yes. 

40831. Are there any suggestions you desire to offer to the Commission in regard 
_ to the license law /—No, I do not know of any at the present moment. 


By Rev. Dr, McLeod : 


40832. The Sunday closing feature of the license law is a recent amendment, I 
believe ?— Yes. 

40833. Prior to that clause, was there much drinking on Sunday ?—There was a 
good deal of drinking on Sunday. 

40834. The closing of saloons by law has diminished that, I suppose !—Yes, I 
believe it has. 

40835. Have you reason to believe that the licensees observe that feature of the 
law, or do they sell more or less because of the little defect in the law of which you 
have spoken ?—I do not wish to be understood as indicating that they take advantage 
of that, but I am speaking of the law from an official point of view. In case of the law 
being violated it is difficult to secure conviction owing to this difficulty. 

40836. From your observation, do you think there is more or less drinking now 
than there was formerly, when you came here first?—I think there is less in proportion 
to the population. 

40837. To what do you attribute that change !—I think there is a growing senti- 
ment in favour of prohibition and temperance, and that is apparent all over the province. 

40838. Do you think it would be well in Nanaimo to-have even fewer licenses than 
you have now, the number being 28: does that include the wholesale licenses ?—No ; 
there are 28 retail. : 

40839. Do you think it would be well to have fewer licenses in this city /—I think 
the fewer licenses there are, the less drinking there is. 

40840. Twenty-two licences would be equal to one license for every 225 of the 
population, which would be ample to satisfy the desires of the people ?—You must bear 
in mind that the immediate districts are thickly populated and that the people do most 
of their business here. 

40841. Are there licenses in those districts ?—Very, few ; there are one or two 
houses. 

40842. Most of the trade is done here ?—Yes. 

40843. You have expressed yourself in favour of the principle of prohibition, if 
such a law could be enforced ; but you think there would be difficulty in regard to its 
enforcement. Do you think prohibition would still further lessen the amount of 
drinking if it did not prohibit it entirely /—I think it would. 
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SAMUEL GOFF, of Nanaimo, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald: 


40844. Do you hold any official position /—Yes, I am Clerk of the City. 
40845. How long have you resided in Nanaimo /—About 36 years. 
40846. How long have you resided in this province ?— All that time. 
40847. Did you come here from England !—Yes. 

40848. How long have you been City Clerk /—Twelve years. 

40849. Are you secretary of the Licensing Board !—Yes. 

40850. Do you act as clerk of the Police Court ?—No. 

40851. The Mayor has told us that there are 22 retail licensed places in the city 
and one wholesale !—I think there are 21 retail and 2 wholesale. 

40852. Can you tell us the fee paid for a wholesale license —$100 a year. 

40853. And for a retail license ?—$300 a year. 

40854. Do the licensees have to pay any additional sum to the province !—I do 
not think so. 

40855. Of whom is the Licensing Board composed ?—That differs with the regula- 
tions provided for in the Act. Now it is composed of the Mayor, two Justices of the 
Peace, one alderman and the Police Magistrate. 

40856. Then the Board is composed of five members ?—Yes,. 

40857. Who selects the Justices of the Peace ?—The municipal council. 

40858. The Board has power to grant licenses to applicants on their conforming to 
the conditions of the law, I suppose !—Yes. 

40859. You havea class of people who having had licenses before the new Act came 
into operation, merely pay their fees and hold a license during good behaviour ?—Yes. 

40860. Have you had any case in which an old licensee has forfeited his license 
owing to bad conduct !—No. 

40861. The law came into force before your term commenced ?—Yes. The license 
law as it is now is much better than it was some time ago. 

40862. The Sunday closing feature is a new one, I believe ?—Yes. 

40863. Do you find that to be a move in the right direction !—Yes. I believe it 
decreased drinking on Sunday. 

40864. The Mayor has suggested that it would be as well to have the bars closed 
as well as sales prohibited. What is your opinion in regard to that ?—It is the only 
way of making the law effective. 

40865. Then you would have the bar-room shut up entirely ?—Yes. 

40866. And not permit it to become a general resort on Sunday !—No. 

40867. Are you favourable to license or to a prohibitory law?—I am a prohi- 
bitionist. 

40868. In sentiment ?—Yes. 

40869. Are you opposed to a license law ?—I prefer a license law to free traffic. 

40870. Failing prohibition, do you look upon license as a necessary evil ?—I think 
it is the next best thing to prohibition. 

40871. Judging from your experience, do you think a general prohibitory law could 
be enforced 1—I think it could be enforced as well as any other law. 

40872. Do you mean any other law that might be passed by the Legislature ?— 
Yes ; all laws are violated, though not all to the same extent. 

40873. Can you suggest to the Commission means of enforcement that would make 
a prohibitory law possible to be carried out !—I could not say that I have any such 
suggestion to offer. 

40874. Have you considered the subject from that point of view ?—Yes. 

40875. You would expect that any law passed by the Legislature would be enforced ? 
—yYes ; I believe the people are sufficiently law-abiding to fall in with that view. 

40876. Have you lived in any country where a prohibitory law was in force ?—No. — 

40877. Do you think there would be smuggling in the event of the adoption of a 
prohibitory law !—There might be a little of it, if they had the liquor near. 
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40878. Would you favour a law that would prohibit the manufacture, importation 


and sale of alcoholic liquors for beverage purposes !—Yes, and the law would be no good 


unless it went that far. 

40879. Can you name such a country where there is a law like that in force?—I 
can not say that I can. I have heard of places where they have prohibition. 

40880. Name them ?—Prince Edward Island and parts of the United States, such 
as Kansas. 

an The law in Prince Edward Island counties is what is called the Scott Act ? 

=— Yes. 

40882. There are, of course, prohibitory clauses in the present license law, but all 


those laws allow a man to import liquor for his own use and give it away to his friends. 
Is that the kind of a law you desire ?—No. 


40883. You would have prohibition that would prohibit liquor from coming in ? 
—Yes. 

40884. Will you please name any country where such a law is in force ?—I could 
not tell you. 

40885. It has been stated to the Commission that there is such a law in the Fiji 
Islands. Have you any knowledge in regard to that matter ?—No. 

40886. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, do you think it would 
be right to compensate brewers for their plant and machinery rendered useless ?—For 
their actual loss perhaps. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


40887. Has drunkenness increased or decreased in: Nanaimo during your recollec- 
tion ?—I think in proportion to the population it is less now than it was in former 


years. 


40888. Is there much advocacy of temperance in this province ?—There is a little 
work going on all the time. 

40889. By the churches /—Yes, and by the temperance societies. 

40890. Do they accomplish much ?—I think so. 

40891. Do you attribute the change in the drinking habits of the people to the 


efforts of the churches and temperance societies !— Yes. 


40892. Do you think the work carried on by these societies has brought about the 
changes in the license system which you think have made the law so much better than 
it was previously !—Petititons have been sent to the Legislature asking for a change and 


for further improvements in the law, and they have been successful to that extent. 


40893. You have spoken about the present license system being preferable to the 
former one. What is the chief difference between the old one and the one now in 
existence?—The present law requires that certain conditions shall be fulfilled by the 


applicant and that consent of two-thirds of the lot owners and their wives in the 


neighbourhood where the licensed place is to be located shall be obtained. 

40894. Do the applicants always do that !—Not always. 

40895. Do they receive licenses !—No. 

40896. But those who have licenses, the 23 places in Nanaimo, did secure the 
necessary signatures ?—Yes, those that have been granted since the new law came in 
three years ago; 16 licenses were granted before that. 

40897. Then those 16 do not come under the operation of the license law !—Not to 
the same extent as those licensed afterwards do. 

40898. Then there are five new licensees who have had to comply with those 
regulations !/— Yes. 

40899. Supposing “ A” applies for a license and gets the necessary signatures of 
two-thirds of the lot owners and their wives, and “ B” also wants a license to sell as 
well as “CG” and “D”; could “ B,” “C” and “ D’s” petitions be signed by the same two- 
thirds who signed ‘“ A’s” petition for a license in the same block !—That would be for 
the Board to decide. 

40900. Has any such case arisen 1—No. 

40901. Does every applicant have to get a fresh set of signatures to his petition /— 


Yes. 
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40902. May they have the same people on their petitions as they had before /— 
There is nothing to prevent it. 

40903. So any one could be in the same block and have a license if they got two- 
thirds of the lot owners and their wives to sign the petition /— Yes. 

40904. As to the 16 licensees who have licenses in perpetuity simply because they 
happened to make application for a license before the present law came in, I understand 
they have not to make application to the Board for renewal of license ?—That has been 
since a year ago. The licensees who have been granted licenses since then have to make 
application every six months for renewal. 

40905. Have those 16 men presented petitions signed by two-thirds of the lot 
owners and their wives /—They are not required to do so. 

40906. They simply step up and pay the fee ?—Yes ; there are 20 licenses, but only 
one license has been granted since the new law came into operation. 

40907. So 20 out of 21 go right on by paying the fee, and nothing is said !—Yes. 

40908. Do you know whether the licensees observe the provisions of the license law 
or not ?—I do not know. 

40909. Have you reason to believe they do or do not!—I suppose some do and 
some do not. 

40910. The prohibited hours are from 11 o’cock Saturday night until Monday 
morning /— Yes. 

40911. Do you think it would be well to have a law prohibiting sale after 10 or 11 
at night and before 6 or 7 in the morning?-—I think it would be of very great 
advantage. 

40912. Do you enter the police court records !—No. 

40913. Who is Clerk of the police court ?—I think the Chief of Police copies the 
record for the Police Magistrate. 

40914. Has drunkenness increased or decreased during your recollection of this 
city /—It has decreased in proportion to the population. 

40915. Have you reason to believe there is illicit sale in this city ?—I think there 
are some places that could not exist in town unless they sold liquor. 

40916. Are they persons who have no licenses !— Yes. 

40917. Are there no attempts made to bring those offenders to book for violation 
of the law ?—I do not Know of any. 


By Judge McDonald : 


40918. Have you, as City Clerk, represented that condition of things and reported 
those places /—I have indirectly. 

40919. You have called the attention of the authorities to them ?—I have not called 
attention to them officially. 

40920. But you have done so as an individual citizen ?— Yes. 

40921. And no efforts have been made to suppress them ?—No. 

40922. Do you know whether the police officers have made inquiries and found 
that they could not prove the case ?—I believe they have. 


By kev. Dr. McLeod : 


40923. From your observation of the license law during all those years, is it your 
belief that the liquor law really regulates the trade ?—Do I[ understand you to refer to 
the number of places licensed ? 

40924. Does it furnish any regulation to the trade? I mean does it regulate or 
diminish the traffic /—Do I understand you to mean this? Does the license law regu- 
late the number of places? It only does so as regards the number of applications. 
License is opposed to free rum. 

40925. Do you think there would be more drinking if there were more licenses ?—I 
think there would be more. 

40926. Then do you believe that the restrictions the license law affords are bene- 
ficial !— Yes. 

40927. I think you have stated that if there were greater restrictions there would 
be greater benefits 1—Yes, 

SAMUEL GOFF. 
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JOSEPH PLANTA, Police Magistrate of Nanaimo, on being duly sworn, deposed 
as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald: 


40928. How long have you resided in British Columbia ?—About 20 years. 

40929. How long have you lived in Nanaimo ?—About 17 years. I am also a Jus- 
tice of the Peace and Stipendiary Magistrate in and for Vancouver Island. 

40930. Did you come here trom one of the other provinces ?—No. 

40931. What countryman are you ?—I am Welsh. 

40932. Have you had any experience in a prohibitory country /—None whatever. 

40933. Has there always been a license law since you came here !—Yes. 

40934. Are you appointed Police Magistrate by the Provincial Government ?—By 
the Municipal Government. 

40935. By what authority are you appointed a Justice of the Peace and Stipen- 

diary Magistrate forthe Island?—By the Provincial Government. 

40936. How long have you been Police Magistrate !—Two or three years. 

40937. Are cases of infringement of the license law brought before you for trial ? 
— Yes. 

40938. Cases of men selling during prohibited hours !—Yes. 

40939. Cases of people selling without a license ?—Yes. 

40940. How does the license law work here according to your experience: are its 

. provisions well observed ?—I think so. 

40941. Have you many cases of infringement of the license law brought before 
you ’—Very few ; latterly there have been some cases of infringement of the Sunday 
. Closing Act, although in each instance there has been conviction. 

40942. Have there been many such cases /—I think about six altogether, 

40943. It has been suggested that the law should be amended so as to require bar- 
rooms to close on the Sabbath /— Yes, it would only be fair if that was done. I suppose 
all the licensees really wish to observe the law, but they have no opportunity, as at the 
present time customers have a right to come in. 

40944. Have you many cases of unlicensed sale brought before you: I refer to par- 
ties selling without license as required by law?—I think there have been cases, Two 
occurred three years ago. 

40945. You have had none recently !—No. I was speaking only a short time ago 
to the County Court Judge who, with myself, is a Stipendiary Magistrate, and itappears 
that there were quite a number of cases brought before him a short time ago: although 
it was in the district, it was outside the city that they occurred. The parties were dealt 
with in every case and were fined. ’ 

40946. Were the sales made to travellers !—No, there were no licenses granted in 
the district. 

40947. How many cases were there !—There was quite a run at that time. 

40948. How long ago was it /—I think it was about May last year. : 

40949. So far as the city is concerned, have you had many cases /—N 0. 

40950. Are you able to say from your experience whether it would be in the public 
interest to have the number of licenses still further reduced and in this way have fewer 
licensed houses ?—I think the number at the present time is at its extreme limit, unless 

there should be a first-class hotel built. 

40951. You think the present number is sufficient to satisfy the needs of the com- 

a! Wrac 
Refers Do you think there are more licensed houses than are needed !—I am the 
party who granted those licenses, and I could not answer that question. 

40953. We are told that under the law there are a number of people who do not 
come under the control of the Board so long as they conduct their houses properly, and 
they are only required to attend and pay their license fees once a year !—Yes, they are 
all licensed in that way, with one exception, _ 

40954. While the men who hold the old licenses conduct themselves properly the 
Licensing Board has no discretion in renewing the license /—No, not unless some charge 
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is laid against them. I may say here as supplementing my answer, that the hotel and 
saloon-keepers are a very respectable class here. They are men of good moral con- 
duct and integrity and are of a worthy class. I think we may attribute very much the 
law-abiding character of the community to their high position and standing, for they 
are men above all smallness. 

40955. You have a population here of a rather cosmopolitan class, I believe !— Yes. 

40956. The people include all nationalities /—Yes. 

40957. And they are to some extent a seafaring population !/—Yes. 

40958. Taking the population as a whole, do you think this a sober and law-abiding 
community /—Yes, very much so ; there is a great absence of crime. 

40959. Have you noticed a change in the social customs of the people during the 
past few years in regard to the use of intoxicating liquors ?—I have not noticed any, as 
I do not frequent drinking places. 

40960. I am speaking i in regard to social customs among the people as_ a class ?—I 
think there is more used in private houses than formerly and more liquor in the shape 
of beer. 

40961. To what do you attribute that change /—Pr obably because it is more easily 
obtained now than it was then. In fact, in former days it could not be obtained. A 
very large number of the workingmen are very well situated as regards their homes and 
houses. Many of them live in their own houses on their own lots and at considerable 
distances from the public-houses, and some of them keep beer in their house and they do 
not have to send for it to the public-houses. 

40962. As between a general prohibitory law and the license law, which as a mat- 
ter of principle do you support ?—As a matter of principle I would go for prohibition, if it 
were practicable. 

40963. Do you think it would be practicable ’—I fear not, not until the people are 
educated up to it. I think the present generation will have to pass away before that 
takes place. The incoming generation may see liquor being used more as a medicine 
than as a beverage. 

40964. So in the present state of things you think it would be impracticable to 
carry out such a law ?—I do. 

40965. In case of the passage of such a law, do you think it would be right to 
remunerate brewers and’ distillers for their loss of plant and machinery ?—If I looked 
upon their licenses as vested rights, then I would remunerate them if it cost $20,000,000. 

40966. Take the cases of men in your own province who have had license up to the 
present time and will retain them so long as they conduct themselves well, do you 
think it right that such men should be remunerated in the event of the enactment of a 
general prohibitory law ?—I consider they have vested interests in a certain degree; and 
I cannot think otherwise. 

40967. Take now the cases of people who obtained licenses under the new law and 
who are required to obtain a renewal from the board every six months ?—Their cases 
would be somewhat different of course for they have only nominal claims. 

40968. Does the fact that those people have to apply every six months for a renewal 
of the license very materially reduce their claim /—Not altogether, for it must be remem- 
bered that many of those people have invested thousands of dollars in fulfilling the pro- 
visions of the license law, and the buildings would be of very little value apart from 
the license. 

40969. Have you heard of special provisions in regard to hotels having 30 bed- 
rooms !—In case of an hotel with 30 bed-rooms the party has a right to come before the 
Judge and obtain a license. There is no such hotel now running. The Act is very like 
the Ontario law. <A bill was prepared three or four years ago and it was intended to be 
introduced by the late Hon. James Robson, in which it was proposed to give licenses in 
the same manner as under the Ontario License law. It embodied a certain amount of 
local option. 

40970, Take the cases that come before you as Stipendiary Magistrate, does any 
proportion of them arise from the use of intoxicating liquors ?—Yes, a large proportion, 
at least three-fourths. 

JOSEPH PLANTA. 
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40971. What class of cases ’—Cases of violation probably, and there are also cases 
where men have infringed the Indian Liquor Act. hight” 

40972: What class of people sell to Indians —Men who are drunk at the time, but 
sometimes seamen who are not aware of the law. 

40973. Have you had any such cases brought against licensed dealers /—No, they 
do not do that. There is no such thing done by our licensed men ; they would not do it. 

40974. Are there people here who come regularly before you charged with drunk- 
enness !—There are only a few of such people here. 

40975. In other cities we found that there are men who are brought up frequently 
and sentenced and sent to jail and then come up again and keep right on doing so. From 
your experience, do you think it would be better to send those men to inebriate asylums 
with a view to their reformation !—I thank your Honour for that suggestion. I have 
often thought it seemed harsh to continue to punish men in that way and I think there 
is a lack of justice about it. It would be better to subject such drunkards to confine- 
ment fora certain period in an inebriate asylum. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


t 40976. Speaking of the treatment of inebriates, would you make that a public 
_ charge ?—Yes, in cases where parties were unable to pay themselves ; otherwise it should 
not be made a public expense. ' 

40977. You would do so in cases where the men were not able to pay, in order to 
relieve their families !—Yes. 

40978. I suppose you have the police court records —We occupy a singular posi- 
tion here altogether. Although I am a Police Magistrate and appointed by the city, 
yet we are not separated from the provincial authorities, but are entirely connected with 
them. So long as the Government remains as it is to-day, they keep part of the fine and 
they keep the records too. 

40979, Have you made a return from your records !—Yes, a return has been made. 

40980. Did your record of drunkenness show an increase or decrease with old returns ? 

_—I think they showed an increase in proportion to the increase in population that has 
taken place. A man comes in from Vancouver and the first thing he does is to go and 
get drunk. He brings perhaps $2.50 with him, and pays 50 cents for bed and breakfast, 
and spends the rest in liquor. 

| 40981. Have you licensed places which sell to such a man after he is drunk ?—Not 

after he has got drunk. 

| 40982. Such a man you say spends $2 out of $2.50 in drink: have you licensed 

places which sell to such men.—I do not know. I suppose if a man insists on getting 
drunk he will do so and get the drink. If he was drunk, of course he could not get it. 

40983. I had obtained the idea from your statements that your licensed men were 
such honourable men ?—They include a large number of men of the highest integrity and 
they are a very high class of men. 

40984. Is there any way in which we could get a transcript of your records ed 
should like to say that we are very busy people here, and as I only got your intimation 
to be here at a late hour I had to give up another appointment in order to be present. 
However I can supply a copy of the record. 

40985. I think you said about three-fourths of the cases coming before you were 

’ those of drunkenness ?—Cases arising indirectly or directly from the use of alcoholic 


= CS 


liquors. PeLraw: : 
: 40986. Have you observed whether crime of one kind or another has diminished in 


Nanaimo during your term of office 1—I have been on. the Bench as J ustice for the last 
16 years, and so long as we had no floating population (just now the policy seems to be 
to employ ‘only married men rather than single men) crime was quite nominal. 

40987. Have you noticed an increase /—Not according to the population. The 
census shows that our population has increased until it now numbers about 4,000. — 

40988. Has there been less crime since the Sunday closing Act ?—Yes, certainly ; 
there has been a great reduction in Sunday morning drinking. : 

40989. Was that drinking done by residents here?—By single men who were 
residents, but not by men with families. 

21—36}** 
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40990. Speaking about licenses: does a license attach to the premises rather than 
to the individual !—There has been a great deal of disputing in regard to transfers, but 
we have been fortunate in having good men come forward. Looking over the names, I 
find the men as a rule are a very respectable class and quite trustworthy. 

40991. Supposing a man has a license, does that license in any way represent his 
district /—It represents the section. 

40992. Can he transfer it to another ?—Yes, with the consent of the ine ste 
Board. 

40993. If the building is destroyed, does the license’ attach to the freehold ?—That 
has been the case under the law, but the Board has the power to decide. 

40994. I have been requested to ask this question: did the men who obtained 
licenses recently get them because they secured two-thirds of the names of the lot 
owners and their wives in the neighbourhood ?—I should like to answer that question in. 
this way, that if a man possesses a license by right of the Board granting it, whether 
rightly so or not, it rests with members of the community to object to the Board 
granting it. 

40995. Has the Board discretion in regard to granting licenses !—TI think the Board 
has discretion only when the conditions have been fulfilled. Whether it has that 
discretion or not, it assumes it and grants licenses; and what are you going to do 
about it? ° 

40996. Supposing members of the community did object, would the Board still 
grant it —I do not know, I do not think so. 

40997. The Board stands between the licensee and the people 1—Yes. 

40998. As a sort of buffer /—Yes. 

40999. Can the Board refuse to grant a license when the conditions have been 
complied with !—Yes, they can refuse. 

41000. But they cannot grant a license when the conditions have not been 
fulfilled ?—That is a matter of discretion. 

41001. Does it strike you that those provisions inserted in the license law have 
. been fruitless ?—I never saw an Act of Parliament through which you could not drive a- 
coach and six. The license law is one that requires renewing every six years. 

41002. From your residence and observation, can you say what effect the liquor 
trade in Nanaimo has on the various interests of the community ?—I think it would be 
very much better if there were no licensed places at all; but considering the number of 
places, I do not think there has been an amount of evil above the average. There is 
always a certain amount of evil in this world, and no doubt there have been. cases here, 
but not more than in other communities. 

41003. From your observation, is a considerable amount of the evil due indirectly 
or directly to the use of liquor ?—I ‘do not look upon it as being due to the trade, but to 
the excessive use of liquor. 


By Judge McDonald : 


41004. When a man has more than 30 rooms do we correctly understand that he 
may go to the Board and have his license renewed, without having the required number 
of signatures /—Yes. 

41005. And a man with less than 30 bed-rooms has to have the signatures /—Yes. 

41006. Then he must have the proper number of signatures of lot owners and their 
wives: or can the Board decide !—Yes, it is a question for the Board. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


41007. How many of the present number of licensees have handed in petitions signed 
by the lot owners and wives ?—I think only three or four altogether. 


JOSEPH PLANTA. 
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THOMAS O’CONNOR, Chief Constable of Nanaimo, on being duly sworn, deposed 

as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald : 

41008. By whom are you appointed?—By the Municipal Council. 

41009. How long have you held your present office ?—Going on eight years. 

41010. How long have you resided in Nanaimo !—I have been here in the vicinity 
of thirteen years. 

41011. How long have you been in British Columbia ?—All about that time. 

41012. Did you come here from one of the other provinces 1—No, I came here from 
the United States. ; 

41013. What is the strength of the police force in Nanaimo ?—Only two regular 
city officers, myself and one other at the present time ; that is since last July. 

1014, How many provincial officers are here ?—There is a jailer and assistant jailer, 

two convict guards and a constable. 

41015. Those are provincial officers ?— Yes. 

41016. Who is in command of them ?—Wm. Stewart. 

41017. Are you called upon to make many arrests in Nanaimo during a year !—The 


~ number of arrests varies. 


41018. Taking the city as a whole and taking the character of the population, do 
you find this to be an orderly city ?—I do. 

41019. We have been told that you have a population including seafaring men and 
miners and people of different nations !—Yes, we have a large floating population foreign 
to the city. 

41020. Have those provincial officials anything to do with the enforcement of the 
city regulations ?—No. 

41021. So you and your brother officer attend to those matters +—Yes. 

41022. Are cases of persons arrested by you all tried before the Police Magistrate ? 
—All cases for the city and district are tried by him. 

41023. Have you lived in any prohibition country /—No, I have not. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 

41024. Have cases of drunkenness increased or decreased here, bearing in mind the 
increased population?—Taking the increase of population and comparing the number 
with a similar period during the past few years, I could not say that the number has 
inereased very much, but I think it has increased a little. 

41025. Then you think it has increased a little more than the population /—Yes, 

41026. Have you many arrests for other offences than drunkenness, offences such as 
disorderly conduct, assaults, petty thefts and the like ?—The principal arrests we have here 
are for drunkenness, drunk and incapable, and drunk and disorderly. 

41027. About how many of such cases have you during the month ?—Some months 
we have very few; they might be limited to 25 or 30 other months and even run some- 
times to 50 and 60. We sometimes go a full week and do not have a single case. 

41028. Do those cases average 40 during a month !—No, they do not. The police 


records will show they do not. 
41029. Do you keep a regular record of arrests !—There is a regular record kept by 


the chief officer of the provincial police. There are not 40 cases a month belonging to 
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the municipality. Cases come here from Comox and as far down as Cowichan and out 
to Wellington ; some of these cases from Wellington come in here. They all came here 


"previous to last year. Now they have many of them dealt with out there. 


41030. Of the other offences for which you make arrests offences, like disorder and 
breaches of the law, do you think any proportion of them are attributable to the drink 


habit and the drink traffic ?—Most of the arrests within my time have been attributable 


to the drink. ; , 
41031. Have you noticed whether there is an increase of drunkenness and troubles 


growing out of drunkenness, about pay day /—I think I can honestly say that latterly, 
especially since February, when the Sunday closing law went into force, we have had 


if less drunkenness than previously, owing to the saloons being closed on Sunday. 
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41032. You think, then, that the Sunday closing regulation has produced good 
effects /—Yes. 

41033. Have you, as Chief Constable, reason to believe the licensees do sell more 
or less on Sunday, or do they observe the law /—In regard to that matter, I can only 
say that there have been no signs of sale visible to me. No doubt some of them do sell 
on rare occasions, but I never saw any signs of sale, except on rare occasions, when the 
parties were arrested and punished. The way the present law is framed now allows 
the place to be open, but no sales are allowed and as there are saloons within a radius 
of 14 miles it is pretty hard for two officers to keep watch all the time. Of course, I go 
by the conduct of the people on the streets. » DULCE 

41034. Do you think it would be well to have that feature of the law changed and 
have it more strict, compelling bar-rooms to be closed up entirely on Sunday !—Yes, I 
think it would be a good thing. 

41035. Have you noticed whether any bar-rooms keep open all night, except on 
Saturdays /—Yes, some do; but as a general thing, they are closed from 11.30 until 
2.00 in the morning. 

41036. Do you know whether in connection with the bar-rooms there are pool and 
billiard rooms and other games?—There are only a couple of houses reported to have 
any gambling. 

41037. ‘Are there any laws against gambling !/—Yes, 

41038. You think there are one or two reported to have gambling appliances }—I 
did not say appliances, for I have never known of any chance games being carried on in 
the city. On three occasions they attempted to carry on a game of faro, but the parties 
were not allowed to remain here. We have never had such games in the city within 
my time. 


WILLIAM McGREGOR, of Nanaimo, colliery manager, on being duly sworn, 
deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald: 


41039. How long have you resided in Nanaimo ’—About 25 or 26 years, or nearly 
all my life. 

41040. Did you come here from one of the other provinces ?!—I was born in 
Victoria, B. C. 

41041. How long have you been manager of the colliery !—About 6 years. 

41042. How many men do you employ in the mines ?—Between 1,200 and 1,300. 

41043. Are those men all under your charge ?—Yes. 

41044. How are they as regards their habits in the use of intoxicating drinks ; are 
they a sober class or otherwise 1—They are a sober class. 

41045, Are the majority of the men married or single /—I think most of them are 
married. 

41046. Are they composed of people of different nationalities !—About two-thirds 
of them are English and the rest are composed of different nationalities. 

41047. European, I suppose !—Yes, but we have men from all countries. 

41048. Have you any Chinamen ?—Above ground, but not underground. 

41049. Have you observed the working of the license law since you have been here ? 
—TI cannot say that I have very carefully. 

41050. We have been told that since the enactment of the Sunday closing Act, 
there has been a decrease in drunkenness? Have you noticed any decrease amongst 
your own men ?—Yes, I have, it has had a good effect. 

- 41051. Have you considered the question of prohibition versus license 1_Yes. 

41052. Which do you favour ?—I certainly favour prohibition, but I am not prepared 
to say that it could be carried out here. 

Tuomas O’Connor. 
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41053. But you favour prohibition on principle ?—Yes. 

41054, You consider it would be difficult to have it enforced 1—Yes. 

41055. What difficulties do you apprehend in the way of enforcement ?—It would 
perhaps be a little difficult to enforce it, but I do not know that it would be entirely so. 
It might be so at first, but I think with efficient officials it might be possible to 
enforce it. 

41056. Then that would depend on public sentiment ?—Yes, that would have a 
good deal to do with it. 

41057. Do you find the sentiment of the people is in favour of this Sunday law, so 
far as you have learned it /—Yes, I believe so. 

41058. Do you think there is the same amount of feeling in favour of prohibiting 
the sale of liquor altogether /—I think public sentiment would be in favour of prohi- 
biting it. ] 

41059. Would public sentiment be as much in favour of prohibition as it is in favour 
of this Sunday Act ?—I do not think so. 

41060. It has not shown itself by legislative action to be so as yet, or by the 
action of electing members to the Legislature with those views, I suppose /—No. 

41061. In case of the enactment of such a general prohibitory law, a law to pro- 
hibit the manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage pur- 
poses, would you deem it right that brewers. and distillers should receive compensation 
for their loss of plant and machinery ?—Yes, I think it would be nothing but fair that 
they be compensated. 

41062. You say you have not observed closely the operation of the license law ; but 
so far as your observation has gone, are there any amendments you could suggest /— 
One has been suggested, namely, the closing of bar-rooms on Sunday and not allowing 
admittance to them. I think that would have a beneficial effect. 

41063. Can you express an opinion as the number of places in Nanaimo under the 
license law, and whether a further limitation of the number would be beneficial 1—I 
think the limitation of the number would: diminish the amount of liquor used. 

41064. Therefore you are in favour of limiting the number !—Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


~ 41065. Do we understand by your answer that partial prohibition would be bene- 
ficial /—Yes. 

‘41066. Have you noticed that the drink habit affects your men injuriously to any 
degree !—I cannot say that we have many men who are habitual drunkards, for we 
would not keep them. If we find men losing much time we do not keep them. 

41067. Do you find that men with the drink habit do lose more or less time !—Yes. 
41068. Is he the man who gets drunk, or the man who drinks habitually and per- 
haps occasionally gets drunk ?—Of course the men who drink to excess cannot attend 


_ to their work. 


41069. Then it is the rule in your company to dismiss such men ?—Yes. 

41070. Have you found that the drinking habits of men have changed of late 
years?—Yes. We have less drinking here than formerly. 

41071. To what do -you attribute that improvement /—Probably it is due to the 
Sunday closing law and also to public sentiment, which is greatly in favour of temperance. 

41072. Do you think the fact that your company and probably other companies 


refuse to employ drinking men and discharge men for drinking, has some effect !—It 


might have some effect. es 

41073. When a man knows that he cannot get work as a drinking man, that fact 
must have some effect on him, I suppose. Your company in thus dealing with the 
matter do so as a matter of business, because it is not in their interests to do other- 
wise /—Yes, 

41074. How often do you pay your men ?!—Once a month. © 

41075. Have you noticed that your men after pay day drink more freely than at 
other times /—Yes, as a rule. f 

41076. Where are your mines situated !—In Nanaimo. We have our works 


extended under the river for four or five miles. 
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41077. Are there any licensed places in the vicinity of the works !—No. 

41078. Do you think that if licensed places were established in the vicinity of your 
works they would be a menace to you?—There are licensed places within half a mile. 

41079. Do your men live within a radius of half a mile or a mile from your works ? 
—Some live further away than that. 

41080. Are there licensed places established within those limits ?—Yes. 

41081. Have you observed whether those licensed places offer a strong temptation 
to your men to drink ?—I believe they are a temptation. 

41082. Does your company own property within a mile or half mile of the works ? 

Yes, they owned most of the property, but a good deal of it has been sold. 

41083. Are there licensed places established on the property owned by the com- 
pany ?—The company now sell on the condition that the property will not be used for 
licensed places. 

41084. Is that a recent rule?—Yes. Iam now speaking of our district ; in the 
city it is different. 

41085. You are speaking of the district around the works !/—Yes. 

41086, Why is the company so unwilling to have licensed places on their property 
in the vicinity of the homes of their employees ?—Because they feel it would be injuri- 
ous to their men. 

41087. And, being injurious to their men, it would be damaging to their own work ? 
—It would. 


MARCUS WOLFE, of Nanaimo, insurance agent, on being duly sworn, deposed 
as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


41088. How long have you resided in Nanaimo ?—11 years. 

41089. How long have you lived in British Columbia ?—About 30 years. 

41090. Did you come here from one of the other provinces?—I came here from 
the United States. 

41091. Have you ever had any experience in a prohibition country ?—I have not. 

41092. Taking the province as a whole and taking the character of the people into 
account, do you think it is an orderly and sober community !—Very much so. 

41093. How do you find the license law work here, satisfactorily or otherwise ?— 
In my opinion it works satisfactorily. 

41094. Are there any amendments you could suggest in the law itself? Would it 
be well to further limit the number of places ?—I don nob think so. My opinion is that 
there is as much liquor sold in 5 places as in 20 places. 

41095. What about the amount of the license fee? Do you believe an increased 
fee would be beneficial /—I think it would; at all events, it would help the revenue of 
the city. 

41096. Have you considered the question of prohibition ?—No, I cannot say that I 
have gone into it very carefully. 

41097. From your experience in this province, do you think a prohibitory law 
could be carried out and enforced !—It would take some time to do it. 

41098. What do you mean by some time ?—I am not versed in the methods taken 
to bring it about, but, taking the state of things in the liquor trade in the province, it 
would take some time to bring about a change. 

41099. Would it be possible to prohibit people bringing liquor in?—If there was 
such a law enacted I do not see how the people could do otherwise than smuggle it. 

41100. Do you think they would smuggle it ?—Yes. 

41101, Are there facilities here for doing so ?—Yes. 

Witi1am McGRrecor. 
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41102. Do you think the people would break the law ?—Undoubtedly there would 
be a good deal of smuggling. Our customs laws at the present time are generally evaded 
and smuggling gone on. 

41103. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, a law to prohibit the 
manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes, do you 
think brewers and distillers should be remunerated for their loss of plant and machinery ? 
—Yes. . 

By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


41104. How long have you been an insurance agent /—One month. 
_ 41105. Were you in business here before ?—Yes, as a merchant. 

41106. You dealt in general merchandise, I suppose !—Yes. 

41107. Wholesale or retail !/—Both. ) 

41108. Has the life insurance company you represent any rule in regard to appli- 
cants who are known as drinkers /— Yes. 

41109, What is it?—They do not accept any one who either manufactures or sells 
liquor. 

41110. Is the reason stated by the company !—They do not consider such parties 
good risks. 

41111. You put the man who drinks little and the man who drinks habitually in 
the same category /—Yes ; they are very particular as to the applicant. That matter rests 
with the medical examiner, and the questions asked in regard to the party are with 
respect to drinking. 

41112. In regard to fire insurance, have you a rule about risks on buildings occu- 
pied by liquor sellers ?—Of course, an agent has a great deal of discretion in those mat- 
ters. The moral character of the applicant has to be considered. Houses connected 
with gambling are not accepted. Hotels where liquor is sold are accepted. 

41113. Would the same rate apply to them as to other buildings ?—No, a higher rate. 

41114. Is it because liquor is sold there ?—Yes. 

41115. Does the proximity of a_liquor store affect the insurance on neighbouring 
buildings ?—Yes. 

41116. Is there a high rate charged for such ?—Yes, generally a higher rate, 


By Judge McDonald : 

41117. Is there any additional risk from liquor being stored in a place ?—I cannot 
say, except in very large quantities ; it would depend on the kind of liquor and if there 
was a very large quantity stored. : 

41118. If liquor was warehoused, would there be a higher rate ?—Yes, that would 
be owing to the inflammable nature of the goods. 

41119. You have stated that companies are very particular in inquiring into the 
habits of people who desire to insure, and you have said that people who drink to excess 
are refused ?—Yes. 

41120. Is any question raised as between those who drink in moderation and those 
who do not drink at all !—They will not accept drunkards. 

41121. The question is as between men who drink in moderation and those who are 
total abstainers ?—No difference is made. ; 

41122. Would an application by a distiller for life insurance be refused ?—TI think 
so. 

41123. Would Mr. Walker or one of the firm of Gooderham & Worts be refused 
life insurance ?—I am not prepared to say they would or would not. 

41124. So your rule is confined to men engaged in the retail trade, to bar-tenders, 
&c. 1—It depends a great deal on the habits of the men. 

41125. You had better consider the matter before you send in the statement that 
distillers and manufacturers of liquor are refused as risks by life insurance companies. 

Do you still say that all manufacturers of liquor are refused fe ewalll not say all. 

41126. Will you say that any manufacturers of liquor are refused, if they are good 
risks }—If they are good moral men, they will not be refused. 

41127. So has the manufacture anything to do with the acceptance or non-accept- 

~ ance of such applications /—It would have great weight with the company. 
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41128. If a manufacturer’s life was otherwise a good risk, would the company 
accept or refuse him ?—They would accept him. 
41129. Then there is really no difference in the rule in regard to them ?—No. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


41130. What does your company say about manufacturers and distillers /—We 
ask: “ Are you engaged in the sale or manufacture of intoxicating liquor ?” 

41131. The question seems to class manufacture and sale together. You have to 
report on that matter?’—Yes. . 

41132. Are you sure bar-keepers are not taken at all?—They are not taken at all, 
if they make a business of bar-keeping. A hotel-keeper who employs a bar-keeper would 
be taken, but a bar-keeper making a regular business of it is not taken by this company. 


GEORGE CAMPBELL, of Nanaimo, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald : 


41133. What is your business or occupation /—I am foreman in the employ of the 
Vancouver Coal Company. 

41134. How long have you lived in Nanaimo ?—Since August, 1875. 

41135. How long have you lived in British Columbia !—The same time. 

41136. Did you come here from one of the other provinces ?-—Yes, from Cape 
Breton, Nova Scotia. 

41137. What part ?—From Sydney Mines. 

41138. Taking your population here, made up of miners to a certain extent and 
also a number of seafaring people, how do you find this community compares with other 
communities as to being a law-abiding and orderly one /—I think the population is as 
law-abiding and orderly here as almost anywhere. 

41139. And it is composed of different nationalities ?—Yes. 

41140. People of different habits and customs ?—Yes. 

41141. Are you in the same mine as Mr. McGregor ?—I am in one of the mines of 
which he is manager. 

41142. Did you hear his evidence ?—I heard part of it. 

41143. How do you find the license law work here’—We have what you might 
almost call a high license in this city, for many of the licensees pay $300 a year. 

41144. We understand that you have 21 licenses for the sale of liquor ?— Yes. 

41145. Do you consider that number is more than required by the city ?—I consider 
that number too many. 

41146. Do you think it would be better if the number was reduced ?—Yes, I think 
it would be better, and there would not be so much liquor sold. 

41147. Are you in favour of a liquor law or of prohibition /—I am in favour of 
prohibition. 

41148. As a matter of principle /—Yes, because it would be for the general good of 
the people. 

41149. Are you opposed to the license system ?—Yes. 

41150. Do you think it should be abolished ?—Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


41151. You work underground, I suppose /—Yes. 

41152. Have you men under your control ?’—In the absence of the manager and 
the foreman of the mine, the fireman is left in charge to see to the safety of the mine. 

41153. Then you are responsible for the safety of the mine ?—Yes. 

41154. Have you any rules in the mines as regards drinking by employees /—The 
general rules of the company here are that if a man stays away for two days without 
reasonable excuse, he loses his place. 
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41155. Do men lose much time by drinking !—A little about pay day, one or two 
days, but not a great deal of time. 

41156. Have very many men been discharged on account of being drunk ? I suppose 
they try not to get drunk !—Yes, they try to keep their places. 

41157. Do you think that the rule makes your men more sober than if there was 
no such rule in force /—It has a strong tendency that way. 

41158, You have expressed yourself as favourable to prohibition. Have you 
thought of the matter sufficiently to be able to say whether prohibition could be enforced ? 
—I think it is quite possible to enforce such a law. I hear a large number of people, 
including those who drink, express the wish that prohibition was in force in this province. 

41159. You think, then, that there are drinking men who would prefer prohibition 
to license ?—Yes, I have heard quite a number of them say so. 

41160. They think it would protect themselves, I suppose ?—They say they are not 
capable of looking after themselves, and that prohibition would assist them. 

41161. Is it the duty of the community to help such men ?—I think so. 

41162. Have you observed in your intercourse with the employees whether the 
families of drinking men are affected by the drinking habits of the father ?—In some 

_ cases with which I am personally acquainted, the families have suffered from the drinking 
/ habits of the parents. 

. 41163. In the event of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, do you think it 
would be proper to remunerate brewers and distillers for their loss of plant and 
_ machinery ?—I think not. 

41164. Why not ?—If anything happened by which we would be called to shut 
down the mine and suspend operations for a time, we might as well say that the company 
has a right to be remunerated as that remuneration should be granted to brewers and 
distillers of liquor. 

41165. If an Act of Parliament was passed closing up the coal business, would that 

make a different state of affairs, or would the condition still be about the same, in your 

opinion ?—I do not see why not. I think it would be a great blessing if the money 
invested in the liquor industry was driven into other branches of trade, and the manu- 
facture of articles that are necessary to the comfort of the people. 

41166. Do you think the business of the country would not suffer if the breweries 
and distilleries were closed up /—I think that would increase the business and welfare 
and prosperity of the whole people. 


By Judge McDonald : 


43167. Supposing an Act of Parliament was passed requiring your mine to have 
certain and expensive machinery put it, and an Act was afterwards passed, declaring 
that you could no longer mine coal, and all machinery and plant were left on the 
company’s hands, do you think it would be quite right that you should not receive 
remuneration /—Yes, if it was a business that was injuring the country. 

41168. Do you think it would be quite right if Parliament required the company 
to put in certain plant and then afterwards passed a law prohibiting the further operation 
of the coal mine ; would you deem it right that the company should be remunerated for 


Fr loss of plant and machinery rendered useless ?—In that case I consider that it would be 
fair if compensation were paid for all machinery and plant handed over to the Govern- 
' ment. The Government should buy out the property. 

ie 41169. In a similar case in which brewers and distillers were parties, do you think 


it right that the Government should take over the machinery and plant and pay them 
the value ?—Not if the trade was considered injurious. 
41170. Do you think it is injurious to the community for any man to drink 
alcoholic liquor in moderation /—I think injury is done in almost all cases. 
41171. Do you think it is a sin to drink wine ?—I think it is very mnjurious to the 
system. . . . . . 
41172. Do you think it is a sin to drink wine ?—TI should call it a sin, a violation 
of the law ; I should consider taking alcohol into the system to be a sin. 
41173. Is it a sin to drink intoxicating beverages in moderation ?—I consider it a 
sin to take into the system anything which is injurious. 
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41174. Is it a sin to drink intoxicating beverages in moderation /—I consider that 
a sin. 

41175. You think it is injurious to any person who drinks it ?—I consider it 
injurious to anybody. It has been stated by medical men of authority that any one 
who takes alcohol into the system is not a healthy man. 

41176. Even in moderation !—Yes. 

41177. And further you think you would be benefiting the people as well as the 
men who drink to excess if you prohibited them from obtaining drink !—Yes, it would 
be doing them good. 

41178. You would cause men who drink in moderation to abstain /—Yes. 

41179. You would pass a law to prohibit the manufacture, importation and sale of 
intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes /— Yes. 

41180. Do you think such a law could be enforced !—I think it could be enforced 
as well almost as any other law is enforced. There is no law that is perfectly enforced. 

41181. Can you inform the Commissioners of any country in the world where there 
is such a law in force to-day ?— In the State of Maine they have prohibition. 

41182. But they have no such law as you speak of. In that state a man can have 
all the liquor he wants in his cellar and give it to his friends. You think it a sin to 
drink wine and you would keep it away from the people. In Maine, however, every one 
is permitted to drink it and have it for his own use if he pleases. Would you allow 
people in this country to send to Montreal and obtain liquor and keep it in their cellars 
and treat their friends? Could you name any country or state where the people have 
such a law as you desire ?—I could not name any country or state where they do good 
to that extent ; of course alcohol is required for medical purposes. \ 

41183. Prohibition is to restrict it for beverage purposes ?—Yes. I amin favour of 
such a law. 

41184. Do you think smuggling would go on if such a law were passed ?—I think 
there would be smuggling. 

41185. But would not the law have to be enforced? Have you lived in any 
prohibition country 1—I once lived in a place where liquor was not allowed to be sold, 
Cow Bay. 

41186. We have had evidence in regard to Cow Bay and in regard to that part of 

the world and Nova Scotia generally. Are you not aware that people in Cow Bay can 
obtain all the liquor they want in Halifax /—Yes. 

41187. Do you know what the consequence of passing such a law is: do you know 
what class of people get liquor from Halifax ?—Only wealthy people. 

41188. So the law allows the wealthy people to have all they wish and keep liquor 
in their cellars while the poor people are compelled to do without it /—The poor man is 
better without it; let the wealthy man poison himself if he wishes. 

41189. So you wish to prohibit the poor man having it ?—Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


41190. As to granting compensation to brewers and distillers in the event of the 
enactment of a general prohibitory law: do you see any difference between the drink 
trade and the coal business !—Certainly there is quite a difference. 

41191. Do you think the coal trade is more beneficial to the country than the 
liquor trade ?—I think so. 

41192. Do you think there is any likelihood of the people of the country ever 
attempting to prohibit the coal business /—No, I do not think so. 

41193. Then the question of granting compensation to colliery owners will scarcely 
arise !—Not likely. 


GEORGE CAMPBELL. 
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WILLIAM W. WALKEM, M.D., of East Wellington, B.C., on being duly sworn, 
deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


41194. What is your profession ?—I am a physician and surgeon, 

41195. How long have you lived in British Columbia /—17 years. 

41196. How long have you lived in Nanaimo ?—10 years. 

41197. How do you find the people here, are they orderly and law-abiding !— 
Considering the amount of liquor consumed, they are very much better than in any 
other place I have been in, and I have been all over the world. 

41198. Have you observed the operation of the license law here ?—I have not so 
much in the city as in the district. 

41199. How does it work ’—I do not like it. 

41200. What is the difficulty ’—The difficulty is this, it does not allow a poor man 
to get a license. There is too much competition to give him a chance to obtain a license. 

41201. Are licenses granted in the rural districts by the Licensing Board ?—Yes, 
which is too small. 

41202. How many are there on the Board?—Three members, which number may 
be increased to five, and the Stipendiary Magistrate can sit, which would increase the 
number to six ; but up to a certain time only three magistrates have been sitting on the 
Board. 

41203. For how large a district would those three men act —For a district about 
53 miles long and several miles broad. 

41204. Do the licenses in the district which you mention observe the provisions 
of the license law and comply with the requirements /—In what way ? 

41205. Do they close their houses on Sunday ?—I never ascertained that fact. 
They do in and about the place where I am residing, and they’are very strict in regard 
to it. 

41206. What is the license fee paid?—I am not aware, but it is the usual 
__ provincial fee, I think $100 a year. 
| 41207. Have you considered the question of prohibition ?— Yes. 

4 41208. From your knowledge of British Columbia, do you think a general prohibitory 
law could be practically enforced here !—No. 

41209. What would be the difficulties?—In the first place, the people are not 
educated up to such a law. In the second place, to attempt to establish a prohibitory 
~ law would lead to other evils, such as smuggling and the manufacture of illicit liquor. 

41210, In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law for the whole 
Dominion, do you think it right that brewers and distillers should receive compensation 
for loss of plant and machinery !—Certainly, like every other vested interest. 

41211. Speaking as a medical man, from your experiences and _ practice, have you 

found many cases to arise from alcoholism ?—I have found in a country like this very 
few cases to arise from alcoholism, considering the amount of liquor consumed. 

41212. Do you mean that a great many of the people consume liquor !—They drink 
in moderation a good deal. They do not drink liquor as much as beer. 

41213. Has the consumption of beer materially increased since former days ?—I 
cannot say ; I think that would be a matter of statistics, and I have not gone into them. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


41214. You have spoken about the difficulty experienced by some people in ob- 
taining licenses. Are we to understand that irresponsible people sometimes get licenses? 
—That is a matter I had not thought about. The reason I object to the license system 
is this: it causes a house that obtains a license to possess a certain pecuniary value ; 
that is to say that a man by the very fact that he obtains a license secures a certain value 
for the property. 

41215. The license attaches to the premises ?—Yes. 

41216. You think it would be well to change the law in that respect !—I aon 2 
would also do away with the provision requiring a certain petition to be signed when 
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application is made for a license, for those people who sign are as a rule not in favour of 
granting the license but sign because they do not wish to offend the proprietor. 

41217. Do you think it would be well to have a license system, so that a man would 
be required to procure a license every year the same as at first /—Yes, subject always to 
the reports which might be made by the police as to the character of the house. 

41218. And, of course, if disorderly conduct prevailed, you would have the license 
refused and vice versa !—Certainly. Of course, if the house was unecessary, I would have 
it done away with altogether. 

41219. You must also consider the district in which the license is granted, I suppose ? 
—Yes ; there have been 18 deaths in the province of British Columbia due to alcohol 
within a short time comparatively. 

41220. You mean drunken people?—Yes. Two murders were also due to that 
cause and there have been three cases due to drinking by Indians and other people, who 
were not able to take care of themselves. 

41221. You think the liquor traffic is responsible for those untimely deaths !—Yes. 

41222. Have you observed whether the drink traffic has been responsible for any 
percentage of untimely deaths annually /—I know no more than what I have learned 
from the Inspector of Penitentiaries. In looking over the record of the penitentiaries I 
noticed that 99 out of 100 cases were returned as having occurred from the parties 
having been drunk. I do not place much reliance on that report, as my opinion is that 
the officials blame liquor for almost every wrong action. 

41223. Do you think that in those cases the parties were not all drunk ?—When a 
man intends to commit burglary he does not get drunk ; he wants a clear head. 

41224, For business purposes, he keeps sober?—Yes, burglars and gamblers are 
hardly ever drinkers, at least when they are pursuing their respective vocations. 

41225. You spoke about the people not being educated up to prohibition : do you 
think there is a way of educating people up to it?—Yes. The coming generation 
are being educated up to it. A stranger coming here, as I did in 1882, was struck by 
the fact that there were so many more young men round town than in their homes, and 
the moment the homes are made more pleasant they become interested and are kept 
from hanging round the saloons. 

41226. By those means you think the prohibition feeling will become stronger by 
and by ?—It will be encouraged in that way. 

41227. About granting compensation to vested interests: what is your definition of 
vested interests /—I explain it in this way : aman invests a certain amount of money 
under the protection of the law, and if prohibited by the law from the enjoyment of the | 
results of his investment, he should be remunerated. 

41228. You do not consider the law compels a man to go into the liquor business, 
either manufacturing or retailing !—Certainly not. 

41229. It is a voluntary step, and there is a license connected with it ?—If a man 
goes into the business and a change, which he did not expect, takes place in the law, 
that compels him to make an investment that he did not know of, and he is 
interfered with as regards his investment, I think compensation should be made if that 
privilege is taken away altogether. 

41230. Still he carried on his business only from year to year under a license, and 
that only because he was specially authorized to do so by license, and he was thus a manu- 
facturer or seller ’—They are two different people. 

41231. But both are licensed ?— Yes. 

41232. Both are licensed from year to year /—Yes, but the manufacturer has much 
more money invested. 

41233. Then as to the question as to the number of licenses within the city: do 
you think that drunkenness would be greater if there were more saloons?—I do not 
think so. I think it would be the other way. I believe the larger the number of saloons 
the less drinking there is. That may appear to be a curious statement to make, but 
it is founded on observation. The fewer saloons in this town the greater the amount of 
drinking, and from the system of treatment that prevails here the result would be that 
more people become drunkards within a given time than if there were more saloons. 
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For instance: say. there were five saloons in this town. People who drink will drink ; I 
have found that out. They will go to those places to seek for their liquor. Say there 
are ten in the bar-room at one time. Each man thinks it necessary on his part to drink 
and afterwards return the treat. The result is that in order to go round each man must 
have 10 drinks. If there were more saloons and those saloons were scattered there would 
of course be a less number of men in each saloon; consequently the man instead of 
getting ten drinks would probably get three and then he would go home. 

41234. You would not, then, limit the number of licensed places ?—No; but I 
would increase the license fee. 

41235. As a physician, do you consider that total abstinence is compatible with 
the best of health ?—Not always. 

41236. In what cases is it not /—Of course total abstaihers avoid a great many of 
the quicksands of life by not taking any liquor, although most of the brightest men in 
the world have been moderate drinkers. 

41237. Is moderate drinking harmless or hurtful ?—It is hurtful. 

41238. Other things being equal, has a total abstainer any better expectation of 
life than a habitual drinker /—Yes, all things being equal. 

41239. In case of injury or illness has a total abstainer any better chance of reco- 
vering than a habitual moderate drinker ?!—Yes, when you put it in that way, “habitual 
moderate drinker.” 

41240. Other things being equal, are the children of the habitual moderate drinker 
not more likely than the children of the total abstainer to be liable to disease or ‘some 
kind of physical weakness or defect /—That, of course, would depend on the constitution 
of the father. - 

41241. What is most likely to be the effect on offspring of parents being intempe- 
rate /—The first would be a desire to drink, which is supposed to be hereditary. 

41242. What effect would total abstinence or enforced prohibition have on the 
health of a community at large /—I cannot help answering it in this way : I suppose it 
would be for their benefit. 

41243. As to insanity. From your examination of the statistics of the insane, have 
you been able to determine to what extent insanity could be traced directly or indi- 
rectly to drink ?—In Rockwood Asylum in Kingston, where I was assistant for a time, 
T think the statistics of drunkards showed they were about three-eighths of the total 
number. 

41244, Have you from your study been able to determine whether the use of alcohol 
in any percentage of cases was a predisposing cause of insanity /—Yes. 

41245. In any considerable. degree ’—I have never given that matter sufficient 


thought to be able to express an opinion, nor have I given the subject sufficient atten- 


tion to be able to give an aftirmative answer to it with any certainty. 

' 41246. As a physician coming into close contact with the people, are you able to 
state what is the effect of the drink habit on domestic happiness, physical health and 
the intelligence and morals of the people /—The drinking habit of the father acts in two 
ways: either in regard to causing a tendency on the part of the child to drink, or to do 
wrong. With respect to happiness, of course drinking is not conducive to happiness. 
In Ontario several years ago (I do not know whether the Act is in force now, or not, 
but it was when I was living there) there was an Act by which men with drinking 
habits could be restained from drinking under the law. I have seen cases in which that 
Act worked very satisfactorily. 


By Judge McDonald : 


41247. How do you define a habitual drinker and a moderate drinker !—The mode- 
rate drinker is not a habitual drinker ; those are two different terms. I call a 
habitual drinker a man who takes five or six drinks a day and does not get drunk. 

41248. You mean a man who keeps this up day by day?—Yes. I do not allude to 


- aman who simply takes a glass of beer or so at his dinner, or even has a glass of beer 


two or three times a day some days. 
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JOSEPH RANDOLPH, Jr., of Harewood District, Nanaimo, mine overman, on 
being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


41249. How long have you resided in British Columbia ?—All my life. I was only 
five years old when I came here. 

41250. How many years have you been an overseer !—Three years I think. 

41251. Do you find the people of this section law-abiding and orderly people? 
Fairly so. 

41252. You have had no experience of any other country 1—No. 

41253. Are you favourable to prohibition or to the license system ?—I am favour- 
able to prohibition. 

41254. On principle /—Yes. 

41255. Are you opposed to the license system on principle !/—Yes. 

41256. You think such a system is wrong /—Yes. 

41257. Do you think it is a sin to license the sale of liquor ?—I do. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


41258. What is the effect of the liquor traffic on the men under your supervision ? 
—We do not have a great deal of drinking among the men. 

41259. Why is that ?—We do not employ men who drink. 

41260. Do you think the fact that you do not employ men who drink, deters men 
from drinking /—I do. 

41261. When you refer to men who drink, what do you mean ‘—I refer to men 
who drink liquor and get drunk. 

41262. What do you regard as excessive drinking !—I consider it excessive when a 
man cannot do his usual work. 

41263. Day after day ’—Yes. 

41264. Do you discharge them if they lose time by drinking ?—Yes. 

41265. You think the rule against drinking has been beneficial to the men ?—I 
certainly believe it has. 

41266. Do you regard the system you have in force as a kind of prohibition !—It is 
a poor kind of prohibition, but I think it helps the men. 

41267. You say you are opposed to the license system /—Yes. 

41268. And you prefer the prohibition of the liquor traffic /— Yes. 

41269. From your observation of the men in the mines and elsewhere, have you 
noticed whether their families are affected injuriously or beneficially by their drinking 
habits /—That is a question you could hardly decide, but, from general information I get, 
T think it is injurious to the families. 

41270. Have you any young men employed ?—Yes, quite a few. 

41271. Have they the drink habit, that is any, number of them ?—Some of them. 

41272. Has the influence of the churches and the temperance societies had any — 
effect on them ?—Not much. 

41273. Do you think the licensed drink shops are more than a match for the 
churches and temperance societies !—Yes, I think they are. 

41274, Have you any licensed drink shops in the vicinity of your mine ?—Not 
within 400 or 500 yards. 

41275. Are there any licensed places on the property of the mining company ? 
—No. 

41276. Would the company permit the establishment of licensed places in the 
vicinity of their works /—No, they would not. 

41277 fe Why not ?—It would tend to create too much difficulty in the mines. 


JOSEPH RANDOLPH. 
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EMIL ARNOLD PRAEGER, M.D., of Nanaimo, on being duly sworn, deposed 
as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 

41278. Are you a Health Officer !—Yes, and Surgeon of the mines. 

41279. How long have you resided in British Columbia ?!—Nine years. 

41280. How long in Nanaimo ?—Six years. 

41281. Did you come here from one of the other provinces ?—I came here from 
England. 

41282. From your observation, are the people here a sober and law-abiding people ? 
——During some years, in England, I lived in the mining district ; I was one of the col- 
liery surgeons for Lord Durham. I consider that the miners here are far more sober than 
those in the north of England. 

41283. Are the miners almost all English !—Yes, nearly all. 

41284. What nationalities prevail here ?—English-speaking people preponderate, 
but there are also Belgians, Russians, Finns and Italians, in fact all nationalities are 
pretty well represented here. 

41285. Have you observed the operation of the license law since you have been 
. here? Have you found it to work satisfactorily /—There has been a marked improve- 
ment since the Sunday closing law went into force. 

41286. You favour that law ’—Yes, and since it has been in force, there has been 
remarkably little drunkenness on the streets. 

41287. Is there a strong sentiment in the community in favour of the Sunday closing 
law 1—I have found the majority express themselves in favour of it, even the saloon- 
keepers favour it. 

41288. Have you reason to believe that the same weight of sentiment is in favour of 
the national prohibition of the liquor trafic /—No. 

41289. From your experience, do you believe that if a general prohibitory law were 
enacted by the Dominion Parliament it could be enforced !—No. 

41290. What would be the difficulty ’—In the first place you could never enforce 
a law of prohibition in this country or any other country. If men want drink, they will 
have it. I passed through the North-west Territories during the prohibition period, and 
T have also visited some of the States in the United States, where they have blue laws 
and where it is supposed to be impossible to get liquor, but I have found you could get 
as much as you wanted. 

41291. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, a law to prohibit the 
manufacture, importation and sale of alcoholic liquors for beverage purposes, do you 
think it right that brewers and distillers should be compensated for their loss of plant 
and machinery ?—Most certainly. ; 

41292. Is there any large portion of the cases you have to deal with attributable to 
the use of liquor, indirectly or directly ?—I cannot say, as the people here are most sober 
and orderly, considering the class of people to which they belong. Take the mining 
class at home; it is well known that mining communities in the old country produce more 
drunkenness than any other community. Of course a mining community produces 
more offences and serious offences than any other community. I have no statistics, but 
from my knowledge of the north of England, I am able to say that in the mining com- 
munities the offences are more varied than in any other community. 

41293. Has it been found that drinking has been carried to excess in the mining 
districts ?—Perhaps so in England, but I do not think it has been the case here. We 
have a number of north of England men here. I think a great deal is due to surround- 
ings. In England the men are, as a rule, badly housed. The miners on Lord Durham’s 
estates were well housed compared with other miners, but still they had not the pretty 
little homes that the miners here have. I think that has a great deal to do with the 
drinking question. Where people live huddled together, their houses back to back, and 
without possessing the real comforts of home, the men go out. 

41294. Have you found here that the influence of religious bodies and temperance 
societies and moral suasion have all had a good effect on the people in regard to improv- 
ing their habits 7—I suppose to a certain extent they have. 
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41295. Are there any suggestions you could make to the Commission in regard to 
the questions submitted to them ?—I think the license law is the only one that it is pos- 
sible to work. In my opinion, a proper license system thoroughly carried out presents 
very few obstacles. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


41296. Do you regard the present license system as quite up to the mark ?—No, I 
do not. 

41297. In what respects do you think it should be changed ?—I would fashion it more 
after the English Act. In the Act in force in England when I was there, a licensed 
house could only keep open a certain time, according to the population of the place. 
For example : In London, in the neighbourhood of the printing houses, there would be a 
special license so that they could keep open until 2 o’clock in the morning, that being 
the time when the printers would leave their work. Houses not contiguous to the print- 
ing houses had to close at 12. In towns where there were a certain number of inha- 
bitants the houses had to close at 11, and in smaller towns they closed at 10 o’clock. 

41298. Was that system in operation in the mining districts to which you have 
referred ?— Yes. 

41299. I think you have said there was a great deal more drunkenness there than 
here /—So there was, and probably so there is. , 

41300. How would that system be preferable to the one here ?—Because it was 
based on the population, and owing to the fact that there was a larger population in that 
part of the country, the houses keep open late. 

41301. You would improve the system by appointing a certain hour for closing ?— 
Yes, I would make the licensed houses close at a certain hour, and I would make it 
almost impossible for saloon-keepers to sell to a man under the influence of liquor. In 
that connection I wish to say that this law is not carried out strictly in this town at 
the present time. 

41302. It is not permitted under the present law, I suppose ?—No. 

41303. You have spoken about being in the North-west Territories !—I passed 
through them. 

41304. You do not know that liquor was obtainable by permit or by smuggling ?— 
I have heard that there was a good deal of liquor brought by permit. 

41305. You are speaking from hearsay rather than by personal knowledge, I 
suppose /—Yes ; my personal knowledge is limited. 

41306. The miners here, you say, are more sober than the miners in England: 
have you observed that they are increasingly sober from year to year ?—Yes, I think 
sO. 

41307. As a physician, what has been your observation as to the effect of the 
liquor traffic on home life and upon the people physically, morally and otherwise /— 
Wherever it is taken in moderation, I should say that it does no harm, 

41308. What do you define as moderation?—That is very hard indeed to define. 

41309. We have found it a very variable term.—I should say that a man takes 
liquor in moderation if he drinks a glass of beer at his dinner or lunch ; that is a moder- 
ate man. 

41310. As a physician, do you think taking spirituous liquor with food is harmful 
to the system ?—I believe not. 

41311. Then you do not agree with the scientific view that liquor is a poison ?— 
Liquor and alcohol are undoubtedly poisons when taken in large quantities, and the same 
statement may be made in regard to everything else. 

41312. Then it is a matter of quantity 7—Yes. Salt, which every one takes with 
his food, is a poison if taken in large quantities. 

41313. Do you think it is desirable to still further limit the number of licensed 
places in Nanaimo ?—In Nanaimo or any other town I do not think licenses should be 
granted to saloons alone ; I think licenses should be granted to bona fide hotels. 

41314. Given a saloon in which nothing but liquor is sold and a hotel in which 
there is a bar, which is the greater danger to the community ?—I think the saloon. 

Emit ARNOLD PRAEGER. 
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41315. For what reason 1—The saloon exists simply as a drinking place. The hotel 
is established for the convenience of guests, and the man who runs a good hotel will 
not allow drinking or gambling or any other evil thing to take place in his establishment. 

41316. As a matter of fact, do you think the hotel bar is frequented by the same 
people who frequent the saloon, and that there is gambling as well as sale of liquor 
—It is possible. 

41317. As a rule?—I could not say there is any in Nanaimo to any extent: it all 
depends on what is called gambling. 

41318. It is contended that the hotel bar is more dangerous than the saloon, that 
the saloon which sells only liquor is frequented by persons who have the drink habit so 
thoroughly fixed that they do not care who sees them go in, for every one knows that 
they go in for nothing but to drink. On the other hand, it is claimed that the hotel 
bar can be easily visited, because you can call at the hotel to see a man for good fellow- 
ship, and afterwards go with a number of young men to the bar and drink ; and it is 
further claimed that the hotel bar is liable to be frequented by young men who have 
not got the drink habit firmly fixed, and who would not go to a saloon. Considering 
the matter from that standpoint, do you think the hotel bar is a greater danger than 
the saloon ?—Of course under those circumstances it might be. 

41319. I think you said that you did not think prohibition could be enforced ?—No. 

41320. I have had a little experience of your endeavouring to enforce the prohibition 
against the introduction of small-pox. Do you find it practically difficult to enforce 
that prohibition !—No ; we have not done so. 

41321. I remember on Saturday night we had either to show vaccination marks on 
our arms to satisfy you, or be sent back to Victoria or be vaccinated ?—You would 
have been dealt with according to the regulations. Allow me to draw this comparison. 
You came up a well recognized route of travel. Coming on such a route, it was utterly 
impossible to avoid those regulations respecting small-pox, but in the case of liquor it 
would not come in that way ; if it did, it would have to come in disguise. 

41322. If the people came by both, would there be preventive officers to meet them ? 
—Probably. 

41323. And to examine their arms !—Yes. 

41324. Do you think you would be able to enforce, fairly well, regulations in regard 
to small-pox ?—-Probably so. 

41325. Did you receive a circular letter from the Commission inclosing a set of 
questions /—Yes, and I returned the paper. 


By Judge McDonald : 

41326. Supposing you had in the community a large proportion of the people who 
were very anxious to have small-pox, do you think it would be difficult to prevent them 
obtaining it ?—If they were very anxious to get small-pox, I would recommend them to 
go to some other town where it was prevalent and where the provincial regulations were 
not in force. 

41327. If the same sentiment in regard to the liquor trade existed as prevails in 
regard to the prohibition of small-pox, there would be very little difticulty I suppose in 
enforcing it?—I should think that prohibition was on a different footing. 

41328. If the whole trend of public sentiment was in favour of the prohibition of 
the liquor traftic as it is towards the prohibition of small-pox, would you not be in a 
different position !—If the whole public opinion was in favour of prohibition there would 
be no need of officers to carry out the law, because eyery man would be a law unto 
himself. 

41329. You have had no experience with prohibition, I believe ?— No. 

41330. We have had evidence that in the North-west Territories there was pro- 
hibition, but that kegs of liquors came in concealed in barrels of sugar and crates of 
cabbages, and that cases made to represent books and even marked Holy Bible, came 


in filled with liquor ?—So I have heard. 
By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 
41331. Do you find that some people come here with certificates that are bogus /— 
I have seen some. 


2137} 
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41332. What did you do with them ?—I destroyed them. 

41333. What did you do with the people?—-If they had not been properly 
vaccinated we vaccinated them. 

41334. Even if people decided to have small-pox, you would try to enforce the law ? 
——I would leave them to themselves. 

41335. But you would still try to enforce the law as an official !— Yes. 

41336. So your enforcement does not depend on the desire or non-desire of the 
people ?—If the people were very anxious to have small-pox, I would resign my position 
and not waste my time any longer. 

41337. Do you think the provincial regulations should be attended to even if any 
part of the people of Nanaimo desire small-pox !—I do not know, but I would let them 
have it. 

41338. Allow them to have the small-pox !—Yes, let them have the small-pox. 

41339. You would enforce the law or resign ?—Yes. 


By Judge McDonald : 


41340. I do not for a moment suggest a parallel between small-pox and the liquor 
trade, but it was a question following on the same line.—Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


41341. I think one illustrates the other. Do you remember that in Montreal 
there was a riot over the vaccination question ?—No, I was not in Montreal at the time. 

41342. Did you read about it /—No. 

41343. The militia were ordered out because the people were opposed to vaccina- 
tion ?—I was not in the province at the time. 


Rey. D. A. McRAE of Nanaimo, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


41344. With what church are you connected /—I am a Presbyterian minister. 

41345. How long have you resided in British Columbia !—Two years last July. 

41346. Did you come here from one of the other provinces ?—No, I came from 
California. 

41347. Have you resided all the time you have been in this province in Nanaimo ? 
—No, I lived in Vancouver for a few months. 

41348. Taking this community as you have it and comparing it with others, have 
you found it to be a law-abiding and sober community !— Yes. 

41349. Have you observed that the provisions of the license law are carried out by 
the people engaged in the trade ?—It would depend on what provisions you refer to. 

41350. Take the Sunday clause.—Yes; I have had occasion to know something 
about that. 

41351, Well what about it?—I think on the whole, at least lately, Sunday 
observance here will compare favourably with any place in the province. 

41352. You spoke of having lived in California: did Sunday observance prevail 
there !—No. 

41353. It has been suggested that it would be an improvement if bar-rooms were 
required to close on Sunday. Have you formed an opinion on that point ?—Yes. I am 
Chairman of the Central Temperance Committee in this city, and we take exception to 
that clause in the Sunday closing Act. It says they “should” be closed. Evidently the 
person who drew up that provision thought it would be a good idea to have the saloons 
close, but the word “should” should be replaced by “ ought” in the Act. 

41354, You are going to ask the Legislature to make that amendment ?—Yes, that 
is proposed. 

Emin ARNOLD PRAEGER. 
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41355. What is the line of work of the temperance organization of which you are 
chairman !—We had an impression that the Sunday closing Act was not altogether 
observed, and so committees from each society and church in the city were appointed 
to meet about once a month or every fornight to make careful observation during 
Sunday, and to report to our meetings what was going on. It is not necessary for me 
to go into details and tell what was reported; but I may say that the different persons 
made reports after careful observation. 

41356. Have you many temperance organizations in the city !—Two or three. 

41357. I suppose you have hardly been long enough here to be able to speak 
comparatively of the state of things now with what existed formerly ?—I think it is 
much better here now than when I came first. 

41358. You think changes have been brought about during two years ?—Yes. 

41359. Have you found that the work of the churches and the temperance societies 
have been good in this respect, in regard to improving the condition of the city —Yes, 
in regard to our Sabbath schools, &c. I know there are men who two years ago would 
drink and who do not now. 

41360. Have they voluntarily relinquished the habit !—Yes, and this bas been 
brought about by talking to them, and in this way they have voluntarily given up the 
habit. 

41361. Have you considered the question of the enactment of a general prohibitory 
law ?7—Yes. . 

41362. As a temperance law ?—That is the ground we take— Prohibition. 

41363. You are aiming at prohibition then ?— Yes. 

41364. And in the meantime you regulate the traffic so far as you can ?—Yes. 

41365. What is your opinion as to the licensing of the drink traffic: do you think 
it right or wrong ?—1I think it limits the trade. I think at the present time it is the 
best thing. 

41366. But you would favour prohibition as a matter of principle ’—Yes. 

41367. I suppose your acquaintance has hardly been sufficiently long to enable you 
to say as to the practicability of enforcing a general prohibitory law in this country ?— 
I know the country very well. 

41368. Do you think such a law could be enforced?—I think there would be 
smuggling here. The people here can get articles across the boundary, and they are far 
cheaper. 

41369. Suppose the people could not get liquor here, would they bring it across 
from the United States ?—I do not think you could institute a comparison between the 
necessities of life and liquor. Liquor in itself is a luxury at best. It becomes a necessity 
afterwards. As a rule, if a man is poor, he wants a suit of clothes rather than liquor. 

41370. You would endeavour to secure a fair measure of enforcement if such a law 
were passed ?—Yes. 

41371. Is there such a trend of public sentiment in favour of prohibition as there 
is in favour of the Sunday closing Act !—No, because a large portion of the people think 
it right to take a glass, and they are of course part of the people. 

41372. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, do you think it 
would be right that brewers and distillers should be compensated for the loss of their 
plant and machinery /—I have given considerable attention to the matter, and T am not 
able to answer it categorically. I think we cannot institute any fair comparison between 
the liquor trade and any other industry. Suppose I desired to get a license to-day, I 
could go to the license court and get a license for a certain limited time. I know public 
sentiment, and I am aware that there is an agitation going on against the trade, and 
that there is a possibility or practicability of my losing my investment in consequence 
of legislation on the subject. Looking at the matter in that way, I think every one 
entering the trade at the present time should be prepared to lose his investment, as 
such would be the case after the enactment of a general prohibitory law. 

41373. The law requires the manufacturers to provide certain machinery and plant, 
and distillers are required to keep their stock for two years for rectification purposes. In 
case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, do you think it would be fair to 
leave that liquor on their hands ?—The distiller knows before he goes into the business 
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that he is liable to lose his investment at any time. However I would be in favour of 
settling the matter amicably. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


41374. What would you call an amicable arrangement !—If all the 14 lquor 
dealers of Nanaimo were before me, they might be brought to declare that they would 
all quit the business. In that case it would pay Nanaimo to compensate them. 

41375. You think it might be better to have prohibition under those circumstances 
than not at all ?—Yes. 

41376. You spoke about the Sunday law not being well observed at first and your 
Society taking some action. Did you make any charges and secure any convictions against 
parties ’—We did not, although there were persons who were reported and brought up. 

41377. Why did you not proceed !—Simply because we wanted to give the popula- 
tion a chance, and it was nine months or a year since the law had been in force. The 
policemen were working hard. We thought the proper move was to go to the Council 
and to the Legislature, if we knew anything, to report to them and have the matter 
dealt with amicably, that the parties might have notice and be able to stop. We had 
no desire to harbour any feeling against the trade. 

41378. You let it be understood that your society was prepared to enforce the 
provisions of the Sunday law /—Yes, that was the intention. 

41379. Do you think it had the effect of preventing violations /—Yes. 

41380. Then did you understand from that that the provisions could be enforced ? 
—TI think so. 

41381. Do you think it would be well to change the license system and limit the 
hours during which a house may sell ?—-I think it would be very much better if our law 
in this particular was similar to the Ontario law. 

41382. Now there are 26 hours in 168 hours in the week in which sale cannot be 
carried on !—Yes, I think it is very strange that persons are allowed to sell up to one 
o'clock on Sunday morning ; it strikes me as being very peculiar. 

41383. Can you tell why they do that /—I suppose they want to get as near Sunday 
as possible, and no doubt they thought if they kept open until that hour it would give a 
fair show to all parties. 

41384. How long have you been a minister?—I have been practically engaged in 
the work, more or less, for 10 years. 

41385. During that time, of course, you have come into contact with family life in 
the communities in which you have been engaged /—Yes. 

41386. You have had a good deal to do with parents, I suppose !—Yes. 

41387. Can you tell from your observation and experience as a minister what is 
the effect of the drink trade and habit on the crimes committed, neglect of children, 
poverty, immorality, ete /—I have taken considerable interest in looking into that ques- 
tion. The decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States, in which you find the 
history of the world, leave no doubt as to what effect it has. 

41388. From your observation as a minister, have you found that the decisions of 
the Supreme Court have been behind the law against the liquor trade ?—Yes, emphati- 
cally so. I will give an illustration in regard to a case of a man in this town. One day 
IT was down town, and a man was drunk. His wife told me that he had been drunk 
since the Ist of the month, and since that time he had spent several hundred dollars. I 
took an interest in the man, although he did not belong in my district. I visited him 
when he sobered up. He stated that he was willing to be sober, but that he had not the 
power to resist. The only thing he said that could be done would be to put him on an 
island, he said, where he could not get liquor. I applied to the courts of Justice and 
they assisted me. We put the man under the Act relating to drunkards, and succeeded 
in shutting him up. He went to work again. The company gave him work. I saw 
him last week, and he was drunk again after pay day. 

41389. Would it have been an advantage to that man if there had been no drinking 
places in the town ?—Certainly. It is very improper that licensed dealers after they 
have been spoken to and warned against selling to certain people should still keep on 
selling ; some do this and some will not do so. 


Rev. D. A. McRae. 
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41390. You spoke about taking advantage of the Drunkard’s Act: What is that ?— 
The Act reads something like this: if it can be shown that a man gets drunk or spends 
his money beyond what he is able to do on liquors, he can be placed under the 
Drunkard’s Act. Any one who gives such a man liquor can be fined according to law. 

41391. Is notice given to the licensed dealers ?—Yes. r 

41392. And they are subjected to penalties if they sell to those men ?— Yes, that is 
a very 200d clause in the Act, and it is the only place where I have seen a drunkard 
defined. 

41393. Have you had many cases of that kind /—I have heard of many, but there 
was no case but this one that came directly to my observation. 

41394, Do you know whether in such cases liquor has been obtained by sending 
others to get it and thus the man has obtained it This man did not; he obtained it 
at times and at times he did not. 


By Judge McDonald : 


41395, What is the judgment of the Supreme Court of the United States to which 
you have referred!—I think it was the case of California v. Christeson, 1890. The 
courts stated that they traced more crimes to liquor than to any other single cause. 


JOHN PAWSON, of Nanaimo, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald : 


41396. What is your business or occupation /—I am out of business ; I am a gentle- 
man 

41397. How long have you resided in British Columbia !—34 years. 

41398. How long in Nanaimo ?-—23 or 24 years. 

41399. Did you come here from one of the other provinces !—No, from California 
last. J have been ail over the world, including Australia. 

41400. Have you been in any prohibition country —No, not except in countries 
where we could not get any liquor. I have been here in the mountain as a pioneer, for 
example. 

41401. Perhaps you can give the Commission information in regard to a country 
where there is said to be prohibition, the Fiji Islands. Have you been there ?—I have 
been in the Sandwich Islands, where there is high license in force. I have not been in 
the Fiji Islands. 

41402. In what part of British Columbia have you resided, except in Nanaimo !—TI 
have travelled all over the province. 

41403, All the parts in which you have travelled, have been under a license law, I 
suppose /—Yes ; in some places far removed from settlement there were no laws. 

41404, Have you had any experience of Alaska !—My experience when I came here 
led me to believe that there was a good deal of smuggling going on with Alaska. My 
experience was, of course, second hand. I know however that large quantities of liquor 
were taken from here to Alaska, where there is a prohibitory law in force. I was very 
much interested in the description given of the manufacture of liquor in Alaska by the 
Indians. The natives prepare what is called a worm with kelp, 22 feet in length. They 
take a coal oil can, and with the assistance of molasses make hoochino. 

41405. Is it a raw spirit /—Yes, it is manufactured from molasses by the Indians. 
At least they did so in the early days. I do not know whether they do so now, because 
they can import liquor without going to the expense of manufacturing it. 

41406. You have had experience of the license law here !—Yes. _ 

41407. How have you found it work, satisfactorily !—Yes, except in some years. 

41408. Are there any amendments you can suggest In regard to it /—The way the 
law is now the power is left in the hands of certain parties, who are appointed a Board 
of Commissioners. Formerly it was in the hands of the police of the province. T do not 
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think the present arrangment is an improvement on the former one. I do not believe 
in giving licenses indiscriminately, and at the present time there are more licenses issued 
than are advantageous to the city. 

41409. We have been told that there are 21 licensed places here ?—Yes, and that 
number is quite enough. 

41410. Do the licensees comply with the requirements of the law as regards closing 
on Sunday, for instance !—For some years I was a licensee, and during that time I must 
say that 1 never allowed gambling in my house. At that time the authorities did not 
enforce the Sunday closing law. 

41411. Was there such a law in existence /—Not at that time. I cannot say how it 
is enforced now. I believe there are conscientious men in the trade who, like myself, 
would carry out the law whatever it was. In the early days the saloon was like the 
club. There were at that time none of the home comforts that are found in older set- 
tled communities, and in fact there were very few of the home comforts that exist at the 
present time. At that time men lived in cabins and lived roughly. Many of them 
lived with Indian women, and the consequence was that in the saloon you would hear 
the latest gossip, for news came but once a week, and there were no telegraphs. So the 
saloon was a rendezvous for the men to a greater extent than it is now. I do not know 
that there was more dissipation then than now in the saloon, but there was a different 
class of people in them at that time. You will find in all new countries where there is a 
floating population, that the men must congregate somewhere, and they meet in the saloon. 
The saloons and the hotels have really been the clubs in all these new countries. At 
the present time the population in the country is more steady, and they are beginning to 
feel the influences of domestic life. 

41412. We are told that the people are now having comfortable homes of their own ? 
—Yes, but they had not got them in those old days. 

41413. Have you considered tlie question of the desirability of having a general pro- 
hibitory law passed for the whole Dominion ?—I do not quite understand the question of 
prohibition. 

41414. The prohibition asked for is complete prohibition of the liquor traffic for 
almost all purposes ?—I object to that, for I have taken liquor for 40 years and I do not 
think it has done meany harm. I have always taken beer. I am opposed to such a 
law, on principle. I think beer does me good, and that I have a right to obtain it. 

41415. From your knowledge of British Columbia, would it be practicable to enforce 
such a law ?—There would be difficulty in doing so. The Indians would make hoochino. 
The people would get the vilest liquor, as is the case in all prohibition countries. At pre- 
sent we have the best kinds of liquor, imported by reliable men like the Hudson Bay 
Company, and people do not drink them as they did formerly. The people no longer 
drink Hudson Bay rum, but liquor of which they might drink a large quantity before 
becoming intoxicated. 

41416. In the event of the passage of a general prohibitory law, do you think it 
would be right and just that brewers and distillers should be compensated for loss of 
plant and machinery ?—Like any other man who goes into business and is protected by 
law, I think if the law comes and sweeps away a man’s busines he has a right to look to 
the country for compensation. I go further, and say that not only should brewers and dis- 
tillers be compensated, but farmers who have been in the habit of raising barley and who 
would have their crop of barley thrown on their hands probably and no longer have 
a market for it, should receive compensation to a certain extent. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


41417. Would the farmers not be able to raise other kinds of grain ?—Not at the 
time and probably not such a remunerative crop. 

41418. How long would it take a farmer to turn his land into other crops for 
some other market ’/—It would take some years. 

41419. You would compensate the farmer ?—Yes, to some extent. 

41420. Would you carry the compensation still further, and compensate persons who 
had suffered loss by the liquor trade ?—If the law is going to that extent, I should say 
compensate all the parties. 

Joun Pawson. 
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41421. For instance, if they are persons who claim that the traffic has ruined their 
homes and caused loss of property, and caused unhappiness, would it be right to com- 
pensate those parties !—Yes, if they can make proof of it. If they can prove that they 
have suffered loss, let them be compensated. 

41422. For instance, in the event of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, 
well enforced, would you compensate the men who could not get drunk ?—I should 
want compensation pretty badly to bring forward such a claim, I would prefer to go to 
some other country where the laws were more liberal. 

41423. Who would provide compensation?—I do not know, but I suppose it would 
be necessary to impose a tax on tea, and enough should be made out of that. 

41424. That is, compensation would be paid by the people /—Yes. 

41425. That is to say, that the distillers and brewers, and licensed vendors and 
farmers having, during a period of years, done a protitable business and laid up money, 
as no doubt you have done, should be compensated, and the people who have been their 
patrons and helped them to attain this state of wealth, should be taxed to give them 
some more money. Is that it ?—I do not think that the saloon-keepers or the brewers 
and manufacturers, or the farmers, dragged these men in and made them buy liquor. 

41426. Did the authorities give you a special right to sell ?—Yes. 

41427. When you had a license you had a special right given to sell /—Yes. 

41428. The law says you may havea license for a certain period, one year, for which 
you pay a certain amount, and there are also conditions attached to it. At the end of 
that period you have no longer any right to continue without paying over again and 
getting a license !—Certainly. 

41429. Then you take the risk as to the renewal of your license, except in British 
Columbia, where, we understand, some of the houses are licensed right along ?—If you 
do not conduct your house in a proper manner, you lose your license. 

41430. Se far as we have been able to ascertain, British Columbia is the only pro- 
vince where licenses are held in perpetuity, and in all other parts of the country licen- 
sees are obliged to renew licenses from year to year, and are subjected to refusal ?—They 
are held here subject to good behaviour. 

41431. Were you a licensee before the Sunday law came into force !—Yes. 

41432. Did the licensees sell on Sunday as well as on other days?!—The saloons 
were closed between the hours of divine worship. 

41433. You said that you yourself would object to a general prohibitory law. Do 
you know of some people to whom prohibition would be a good thing ?-—Yes, and I con- 
sider that they should be prohibited. I think drunkenness is a disease. When a man 
is;diseased I consider that he should be isolated. 

41434. Inwhat way ?—There have been great changes within recent years in the 
drinking habits, but I can remember 40 years ago, when I was a boy, going down to 
the cellar to get beer for breakfast. 

41435. Then you think drunkenness should be prohibited !— Yes. 

41436. Do you think it proper to prohibit liquor lest men should become drunk- 
ards !—No. 

41437. You would let them go on drinking until they became drunkards ?—I have 
gone on drinking and I have never became a drunkard. I think it is folly to assert 
. that because a man goes on drinking and drinks, he necessarily becomes a drunkard. 

41438. You say that when a man becomes a drunkard he should be isolated !—I 
do. Drunkenness is like any other disease. 

41439, At some time that man was not a drunkard ?—It was born in him. 

41440. Is that the result of your observation !—I believe drunkenness is a disease. 

41441. Inherited ?—Sometimes, not always. 

41442. In some cases it is not inherited. The question I ask is this: While you be- 
lieve it is right to prohibit the drunkard, would it not be right to prohibit the man who 
is becoming a drunkard? How would you draw the line {For instance, I have Good 
Templars coming to me and, as a matter of deception, ask me to give them one or two drinks. 

41443. Frequently ?—Yes. I have served out drink to them. They said, “T will 
take another, I will change the glass.” I did not change it, but it was only one drink. 


It is a system of hypocrisy. 
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41444. You did not have particular respect for those men ?—No, I had contempt 
for them. 

41445. Were those men numerous !—There were quite a number, men who occupied 
good positions in the city. 

41446. How long were you in business !—I was 10 years here, and in Victoria. 

41447. During that time how many men would there be coming under that des- 
cription /—I should not like to tell you how many. 

41448. Were there about 50?—Yes, about that number. 

41449, Were some of them what are called repeaters /—Yes, a good many of them. 


One was a gentleman who occupied a very good position in Victoria and a man who has. 


taken a very prominent part in temperance work. 

41450. You do not believe he had any motive of deception ?!—I do not believe a 
hypocrite. 

41451. You believe the Young Men’s Christian Association and the Temperance 
societies have a good effect !—-I do believe so. In early days the young men had not the 
chances they have now. This town used to be very rough, and we tried to get up (I 
belonged to that disreputable class known as saloon-keepers at that time) a suitable place, 
and in fact it was through my exertions that a comfortable home was provided for the 
young men. The trouble at that time was the lack of family society. 

41452. Could you get that at the bar room !—No. 

41453. Why did they not run to the bar room ?—Perhaps you did not want your 
wife to see the little games that you would carry on there. 

41454. You think the Young Men’s Christian Association has had a benign 
influence /—Any kind of amusement has, 


By Judge McDonald : 


41455. Take the people you know who use intoxicating liquors as a beverage : is 
the proportion of those who use them to excess large or small /— Very small indeed. 

41456. I think I understood you to say that men who use liquor to excess should 
be taken away from the liquor /—Certainly. I have some statistics here in regard to 
the United States. I was looking over some papers the other day, and I found that 
out of 6,637 homicidal cases that were investigated by the Bureau of Statistics there was 
a larger percentage of people who were total abstainers than drunkards. Those are 
the statistics. 


COLIN C. MACKENZIE, M.P.P., of Nanaimo, on being duly sworn, deposed as 
follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


41457. What is your business or occupation /—I am a real estate and insurance 
agent. 

41458. How long have you resided in British Columbia !/—About 34 years. 

41459. How long have you lived in Nanaimo !—About 8 years. 

‘41460. In what other parts of the province have you resided ?—In Victoria. 

41461. Did you come here from one of the other provinces ?—I came here from 
Winnipeg. I went from Winnipeg to England for 5 years, and I afterwards came 
out here. 

41462. Have you ever lived in any prohibition country /—When I was in Winnipeg 
we could never get liquor of any kind. 

41463. Was that during the old Hudson Bay days !—Yes. 

41464. Was Hudson Bay rum used in those days !—Yes, rum and brandy. 

41465. To what extent was there prohibition ?—None was to be had. 

JOHN Pawson. 
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41466. Had they no Hudson Bay liquors ?—The company kept a small quantity in 
stock and gave it out at Christmas time. 

41467. Did the factors get it ?—Yes. 

41468. Did they use it in their families /—They had it imported from England. 

41469. Among what classes did prohibition exist !—The people generally could not 
get it. 

41470. Then there was no direct prohibition. When the stock ran out, did they 
have to wait for another supply /—Yes. 

41471. Which took a long time, I suppose ?—Yes. 

41472. Did it come in vessels from England to York Factory and thence to 
Winnipeg !— Yes. 

41473. Does that vessel still run ?!—I believe it does. 

41474. In this province I believe you have always had a license law in force 1—Yes. 

41475. Are you in favour of a license law 7—Yes. 

41476. Or do you favour prohibition !—I favour prohibition, but I do not think it 
is practicable to enforce it. 

41477. Why not !—The people in this country come from the old countries, and 
they were brought up to consider liquor part of their daily food, and it is very hard for 
them to be prohibited from getting their liquor. But there are a great many people 
coming in now who favour temperance, ; 

41478. Do you find there is a growing sentiment in favour of using less liquor /— 
Yes. 

41479. In that respect the people are a law to themselves ?— Yes. 

41480. They abstain by their own voluntary act !/—Yes. 

41481. Take the case of men who are constantly brought before the police court 
and convicted of drunkenness and sent to jail for short terms. Does that system do the 
men any good, in your opinion /—No. 

41482. Do you think it would be better to place them in inebriate asylums with a 
view to their reformation /— Yes. 

41483. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, do you think it right 
_ that brewers and distillers should be compensated for loss of plant and machinery !/— 
Yes, I think so. I think it is something like slavery in the United States. It would 
have been cheaper for the country to have bought up all the slaves rather than to 
have freed them as they did. ; 

41484. Can you make any suggestions to the Commission in regard to amending 
the license law that is in force at the present time ?!—The bar-rooms, in my opinion, 
should be shut up here on Sunday. 

41485. The sale of liquor is prohibited, but you think it would be better to close 
the bar-rooms altogether !—Yes. I think the light should be put out in the rooms, and 
in fact no light allowed. As it is now, you always see a light in the bar-room. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


41486. You are a representative, I believe i C8; . 

41487. You represent this district in the Provincial Legislature /—-Not the city but 
the district. ; ; 

41488. Do you know whether the feeling in favour of amending the license law is 
yeneral among the people you represent !—I do not know. There were a great many 
members in the House opposed to the Sunday law. : 

41489. Were they opposed to that much prohibition 1—Yes,' it was carried by a 
mighty close shave. or 

41490. Do you recollect the majority !—It was a bare majority. eo, 

41491. I suppose you would say that the passing of a license law was an indication 
of the feeling about the restriction of the trade!—Yes; but, as I told you, the people 
are mostly English and have English notions, 1 

41492. And are the members of the Legislature also English, and have they also 
English notions about drink ?—Whatever we have carried in the House has been in 
direct opposition to the Government, with the exception of Mr. Robson. 
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41493. I think the Mayor of Victoria told us that the Premier helped him in the 
matter of the license law ?—Yes, the late Premier. 

41494. Have you heard that there is a growing tendency in the province in favour 
of prohibition !—The tendency is that way, but I do not know whether there would be 
a majority in favour of prohibition if it were put to a vote. 

41495. You think the license law in Nanaimo is fairly well observed !/—Yes, I 
think pretty well observed. 

41496. Do you think there is illicit sale ?—Yes. 

41497. We understand that the licenses here are for ever, unless there is some 
flagrant disorder observed ?—That has only lately come into force, with this last session. 


The Commission adjourned, to meet in New Westminster. 


Coun C. MACKENZIE 
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NEW WESTMINSTER, November 22nd, 1892. 
The Royal Commission on the Liquor Traffic met here this day. 


Present « 


JupGeE McDona.p. Rey. Dr. McLeop. 


WILLIAM B. TOWNSHEND, of New Westminster, on being duly sworn, depo- 
sed as follows :— 


‘By Judge McDonald : 


41498. I believe you are Mayor of Westminster /—Yes. 

41499. What is your business or occupation ?—I am out of business. 

41500. How long have resided in British Columbia ?—35 years next June. 

41501. Have you resided all that time in New Westminster ?—No. 

41502. In what other places have you lived !—The first part of the time I was in 
Victoria. I resided there off and on for 17 years, taking out visits to the east in summer. 

41503. Were you in the country at the time of the gold fever ?—I was there 
before that time, for the Hudson Bay Company. 

41504. I suppose the country was very sparsely settled /—There was nothing but 
the Hudson Bay fort in Victoria, and camps alongside of it; there were no dwelling- 
houses. 

41505. And Nanaimo was in the same condition ?—Yes, there was just a fort 
there. 

41506. And what was the condition of New Westminster in those early days !— 
When I first came here there was a line of cabins along the edge of the river. 

41507. What is the present population of the town ?—I think our civic census 
gives us over 7,000: the Dominion census makes our population somewhat less. 

41508. Of what class of people is your population chiefly made up; I mean in 

_regard to their business and pursuits !—The chief industries of the place are the canne- 
ries and mines. Then of course there are the business men, as everywhere else, and 
workingmen. 

41509. Are the men employed here men from other countries than Canada ?— 
Yes, I think nearly every country is represented here. 

41510. You mean different European countries !—Yes. 

41511. Are any Chinese employed in the canning factories!—Yes. 

41512. How large is the Chinese population here !—At times of the year there are 
not somany. We have, however, a large influx of Chinese when the canneries are at 


work. ‘They come and stay for the summer. > 
41513. How large would the ordinary Chinese population be ?—In round numbers 


J think we have about 1,000 here. 

41514, Have you at certain periods of the year a seafaring population !—Yes, 
fishermen who are old sailors. 

41515. They come at intervals between their voyages, I suppose ’—They come here 
during the fishing season. Nearly all of the white fishermen here have been sailors. A 
good many of them are Italians and Greeks, who come here for the fishing. 

41516. Have you to any extent an Indian population in the neighbourhood ?— Yes, 

41517. Taking your city and its population, do you find it orderly and law-abiding ? 
—Very much so. ; SS : 

41518. Do you consider it will compare favourably with other communities !— With 


any in the world, and I have been all over the world nearly. 
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41519. How large a police force have you here ?—Six constables and a Chief and a 
lock up keeper. 

41520. You have also, we understand, a provincial penitentiary here ?-—Yes. 

41521. You have, of course, the same church organizations to be found in any city 
of this size 1—Yes. 

41522. And temperance societies carry on work here 7—Yes. 

41523. I understand you are Chairman of the Board of Licensing Commissioners ? 
—Yes. 

41524. How many licensed houses have you here ?—There are 15 hotels, two 
saloons and one wholesale dealer. 

41525. How long have you occupied the position of Mayor ?—This is my second 
term. 

41526. Have you occupied the position of Chairman of the Licensing Board for the 
same length of time ?— Yes.” 

41527. Are the saloons or places to which you have referred merely for the sale 
of liquor for beverage purposes ?—Pure and simple. 

41528. They are not required to provide accommodation for travellers in any way /— 
Not the saloons ; they are for the sale of liquor only. 

41529. Judging from your experience as Chairman of the Licensing Board, have 
you found the license law to be a satisfactory one ?—I consider it one that has worked 
very satisfactorily here. 

41530. Are there any suggestions that you from your experience could suggest !—I 
think not. With the late amendments, I think, taking our license by-law, of which I 
hope to give you a copy, you will find that the public interests are well guarded and 
protected. 

41531. We were told in Victoria that a recent amendment provided that in case 
of any hotel having 30 or more bed-rooms it was exempted from complying with some 
of the requirements of the license law /—Yes. 

41532. Have you any hotels here coming under that law ?—No, we have not ; the 
hotels are working under ‘the city by-law. 

41533. It was suggested to us at Nanaimo that it would be an advantage if the 
Sunday closing Act were amended so as to require bar-rooms to be closed, as well as 
prohibiting sale on Sunday ?—We have that. 

41534. Is that carried out by municipal regulation ?— Yes. 

41535. What is the amount of the license fee charged here ?—$100 every six 
months. 

41536. We have also heard in Victoria and Nanaimo that there is a class of 
licenses that were granted before the license law passed, the new Act, which virtually 
allowed a party licensed, if he kept a respectable house, to obtain a renewal of his license 
by simply paying the fee every six months. How is the matter here ?—It hardly arises 
here in that way. 

41537. We found in Victoria and Nanaimo that such was the case. It appeared 
from the evidence that there were practically vested rights of parties who held licenses 
years ago, and so long as they conducted themselves properly and were not brought 
before the court for infractions of the law, and came every six months and paid their 
license fee, the Board had no right to interfere with them ?—It is so to a certain extent. 

41538. Have you many such licenses here ?—No, I think we have none who 
could really claim that right, otherwise than by clause 32 in our license law. The way 
we work here is this : so Jong as hotels and saloons keep orderly and respectable houses, 
all the parties have to do is regularly to come forward and pay their fee, and the license 
is renewed without further trouble. But at the same time there is also a provision that 
the houses must be inspected by the Chief of Police, who is the License Inspector, ang 
he makes a report. 

41539. Please read the clause to which you referred a moment ago?—This covers 
the point you raised. Clause 22 reads as follows :— 

‘‘ Whenever in consequence of the death of the person holding any license under the by-law, or in 
case of the lease having expired by the fluxion of time or by operation of the law he has been deprived 
WixiiaAM B, TowNsHEND. 
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of the licensed premises, the legal representative of such person or the landlord or other person inter- 
ested in the premises or assignee at law may on applying to the Licensing Board notwithstanding the 
non-protection of the license obtain a transfer of such license on such premises as may to the 
Board seem just : and the application of such transfer shall be accompanied by a fee of $2.50, which 
shall be made as provided by the preceding clause, provided, nevertheless, that no such transfer 
shall be granted unless a majority of the Board is of opinion that the person to whom it is proposed 
to make such transfer is a proper person to hold such license.” 

I think that covers the point you have raised. 

41540. You have said that you believe the license law works very well in its pre- 
sent shape. How do you find its provisions observed by licensees? Do they keep their 
houses closed on Sunday, and do they live up to the law ?—We believe that the law 
works very satisfactorily. Our Chief of Police will be able to reply to any question deal- 
ing with that point. 

41541. So far as your observation has extended, you believe the law is observed 
very well?—Very well indeed. 

41542. Have you reason to believe that there is any unlicensed sale going on in the 
community ’—I do not think so. 

41543. Has any question ever been raised as to whether the persons in the trade 
sell liquor of poor quality ; are they charged with adulterating their liquor ?—We heard 
some years ago of cases of selling bad liquor, but I do not hear of such cases now. I think 
our dealers are doing a legitimate business. 

41544. Have you any complaints made of sale to Indians !—Occasionally. 

41545. When such complaint is made, is it a charge against a licensed person for 
having sold !— Decidedly. 

41546. You mean people who have licenses ?—Certainly. 

41547. The licensed dealers !— Yes. 

41548. Has any one been convicted of selling to Indians ?—None lately, but there 
have been. 

41549. In eases of sale to Indians at the present time, who makes the sales, what 
class of people ?—It is done by long-shore toughs. 

41550. Has sale of liquor to Indians been well looked after by the authorities ?—Yes. 

41551. Have you considered at all the question of the enactment of a general pro- 
hibitory law? Take, first, prohibition as a matter of principle ?—To a certain extent 
it has been brought before me when sitting on the License Board. Iam not a prohibi- 
tionist myself. 

41552. You are not in favour of prohibition as a matter of principle ?—No. 

41553. From your experience and knowledge of British Columbia, do you think if 
such a law were passed it would be possible to enforce it ?—I know it could not be 
enforced in British Columbia. 

41554. What difficulties would you expect /—Men who want whisky will obtain 
it any way. 

41555. In case of a law being passed prohibiting the manufacture, importation and 
sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes, do you think it would be right that 
brewers and distillers should be compensated for loss of plant and machinery /—I would. 

41556. There is one question that has come up in regard toa police matter, and 
perhaps you may be able to answer the question from your experience. Have you any 
people in this community who are brought before the police court for drunkenness, men 
who are habitual drunkards and who are convicted and sent to jail for short terms and 
are released and repeat the same offence ?—No. 

41557. You are not troubled with such persons here ?—No. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


41558. In regard to the matter of licenses : do all the present licensees comply with 
the conditions in‘regard to the matter of making application ? Do they obtain the names 
of two-thirds of the lot owners and married women within a certain range; or have 
licenses been renewed to them because they held licenses ?—They have complied with 


all the conditions. Fi : 
41559. You refer to the present licensees ?—Yes. They cannot obtain licenses 


~ without having done so. 
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41560. Do those who have carried their licenses for many years comply with the 
conditions of the new license system !—There is no necessity. 

41561. Will you read the clause applying to that matter ?—Clause 32 covers it. 

41562. How many of the present licensees, of whom you say there are 12, are not 
required to comply with the present law /—I am not prepared to say, but I think about 
half of them. 

41563. I ask that question, because we found in Nanaimo there were only 3 or 4 
who had to comply with the new regulations, the bulk of the licensees having been gran- 
ted licenses under the previous arrangement /—I am not prepared to answer that question 
just now. 

41564. You have stated approximately the number ?—I should say fully half of our 
license holders. 

41565. Is there any way by which your old-time licensees may be deprived of their 
licenses : has your Board any discretion in the matter whatever /—Not at all that I see. 

41566. So they hold their licenses in perpetuity ’—So long as they keep orderly 
houses. 

41567. So they can retain their licenses so long as they are not guilty of some fla- 
grant offence /— Yes. 

41568. Is there any case of a license having been revoked ?—Not since 1889, 
when our by-law was passed. There is a clause stating that a license once forfeited can 
never be renewed. At the time the by-law was passed there were eight who lost their 
licenses. 

41569. They were guilty of some infraction /—They kept disorderly houses. 

41570. Have there been any hotel licenses revoked !—Not within my knowledge. 

41571. Take the case of sale to Indians: were the licensees deprived of their licen- 
ses /—There have been very few and never a repetition ; a man once caught never repeats 
it. I do not remember any. 

41572. Have you any reason to believe that licensees sell during prohibited hours ? 
—I have not. 

41573. I think you have said that there is no sale other than by licensees !—I feel 
sure of that. , 

41574. Do you feel sure that there is no sale between 11 Saturday night and 1 
o'clock on Monday morning !—I think the by-law is well carried out. 

41575. Do you think in the hotels there is no sale on Sunday !— Hotels are allowed 
to supply their guests. 

41576. At the bar or in their rooms !/—In their rooms. 

41577. Not in the bar-room !—The bar-rooms are locked up. So far as I know 
myself, all the bars have screens. 

41578. We found it a complaint in Victoria and Nanaimo, that although there was 
prohibition of sale on Sunday, the bar-rooms were open and people sat in them and 
smoked, and the people thought the law should be amended in that respect. But it 
seems from your statement that they are closed here !—I do not go round myself, but I 
know that in the ‘‘ Colonial” the bar-room is locked up entirely. 

41579. Is that closing of the bar-room in compliance with the license law or with 
the municipal ordinance /—It is under our city by-law. We have a special charter for 
ourselves. We are working under a new charter obtained four years ago, and it is a 
special charter. 

41580. Then you have some privileges that other cities do not enjoy /— Yes. 

41581. In what does the present license law differ from the one preceding it ?—- 
One of the principal points of difference is that there is more care exercised in granting 
licenses. There are precautions taken to carry out the law more strictly than was the 
case under the old law, and its provisions are well carried out. 

41582. Under the old system did you prohibit sale ?—No. 

41583. Do you think these different restrictions are beneficial /—I do. 

41584. Has the Sunday closing regulation had a beneficial effect on the city /— 
Decidedly so. 

41585. Are there less drunkards noticeable /—Yes. 

Wixiiam B. TowNnsHenn. 
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41586. There is less disorder than there was formerly 7—Yes, and our Chief's report 
will bear me out in that statement. 
41587. Do you think it would be well to limit still further the number of licenses 
granted in New Westminster /—I think we have enough for a town of this size. 
41588. If there were too many they would mjure themselves and some would be 
forced out, I suppose, for competition would be too keen 7 Yes. 
41589. Have you observed, during your long stay in British Columbia, whether 
there has been any growing change in the drinking habits of the people /—Yes. 
41590. Are there fewer people drinking, or are there more /—There must be more, 
because there are more people here and pretty nearly all take a drink once in a while. 
41591. Bearing the increased population in mind, do you think the ratio of drink- 
ing is greater now than formerly /—It is less, decidedly. 
41592. To what do you attribute that change!—There are more homes now and 
society generally is no doubt better than it was in 1862, when the majority of the popu- 
lation were miners, and very few women were here, and there were very few homes 
compared with the number there are now existing. 
41593. You think home influence has something to do with drinking habits /— 
_ Decidedly. 

41594. The churches, I presume, exercise some influence, and also temperance and 
other societies ?—Certainly. 

41595. Do you think there is a change in the sentiment towards the drink traffic as 
| _ it is carried on ?—Certainly, there is a change. 
) 41596. What is the change /—The temperance societies have exercised a good deal 
of influence here. 

41597. They are pretty strong }—Yes; one influence has been to deepen the feeling 
against the traffic. 

41598. You mean they think badly of it ?—~Yes, that is natural. 

41599. Have they had any effect on the community at large /—Yes; I think they 
have to a certain extent. 

41600. You said, speaking about prohibition, that you were not in favour of prohi- 
bition yourself. Have you observed whether there is a growing sentiment in favour of 
prohibition in the province /—I cannot speak much of the province, for I have been in 
_ New Westminster lately. In New Westminster I certainly do not think so. 

41601. Do you think public sentiment is growing in that direction +—I certainly 
do not think we want prohibition here. 

41602. Is there a growing feeling among the people in favour of more restrictions 
being placed on the liquor trattic ?_]f there is, I never heard any expression given to it. 

41603. How did it come about that the different restrictions were increased lately 
by the Legislature 7—There was a feeling in favour of it. Before that law was enacted, 
saloons had been kept open all day and on Sunday. ie 

41604. Was that change the result of public feeling being against the present sys- 
tem ?—No, not specially on that account. I wasa member of the Council at the time 
the by-law was passed : it was passed because they thought it would be good for the city. 
41605. Would that seem to indicate that there was a public sentiment and a 
demand that more restrictions should be imposed, and that there should be a restriction 

regards sale on Sunday }—Yes, you might take it in that way. 7 
41606. The Council appeared to represent public sentiment in that matter “Yes. 
41607. You spoke about the impracticability ot prohibition. Do you object to pro- 
hibition on principle, or because it is impracticable !—I think it is impracticable right 


‘41 608. If it were practicable, would you still object +—Personally, I do not believe in 
rohibition ; I believe in temperance. a 
41609. When the present system came into operation, requiring the signatures ot 
wo-thirds of the lot owners and married women on a petition for a license, did not all 
he people now holding licenses have to comply with that condition ; or as old licensees 
id they continue }—They went on. The only applicant under the law fulfilling this 
sondition of the law was one this year. The others are old licensees. 
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THOMAS C. ATKINSON, of New Westminster, on being duly sworn, deposed 


as follows :— 


Bg Judge McDonald : 


41610. I understand you are Police Magistrate for the city ?—Yes, and I am also 
Justice of the Peace for the district of New Westminster. 

41611, How long have you resided in New Westminster ?—Eight years. 

41612. Have you lived anywhere else in British Columbia ?7—No. 

41613. Did you come from one of the other provinces!—Yes, from the County of 
Peel, Ontario. 

‘41614. When you came to this province,was the license law in force ?— Yes. 

41615. We understand that some amendments have been made ?—Yes, several. 

41616. In the discharge of your official duties have you been called upon to inves- 
tigate and try cases of breach of the license law !—I am, when such cases occur. 

41617. How do you find the license law to work here?—We find it work very 
well. 

41618. Are you a member of the Licensing Board ?—Not now, and I have not been 
since the new charter came into force. I was for two years. I-was then Police Magis- 
trate and was a member of the Licensing Board, but I have not been for the last 4 years. 

41619. How long have you been Police Magistrate ?—Since 1887. 

41620. We have learned from the Mayor that you have special privileges under the 
city charter, and a law for the closing of bar-rooms on Sunday in addition to the 
prohibition of sale on that day /—Yes. 

41621. Have you had many cases before you of breaches of that law /—No, only one 
case since that by-law came into operation ; it was some three years ago. The Sunday 
closing law applies to all branches of business ; there has only been one case in regard to 
the sale of liquor on Sunday. 

41622. How many cases of unlicensed sale have you had before you !—We have had 
no cases of unlicensed sale, that is to sayin any unlicensed house. We had two cases of 
sale at the fair on the grounds, but there has been no case in connection with any house. 

41623. Have you had very many cases of sale to Indians ?—A great many years 
ago that was one of the difficulties we had to contend with. | 

41624. What class of people are generally guilty of that charge ?!—Persons charged 
are almost wholly persons whom you might call jail birds. 

41625. They are not persons holding licenses then ?—-No. The only case in which 
a person holding a license was charged with selling liquor to Indians was five years ago. 
On investigating the case we found that the case was a false charge, and that the man 
refused to supply an Indian with liquor. We even found that the Indian who asked the 
person to supply him with liquor afterwards laid the charge ; but of course he was not 
supplied. We found on investigating the charge in the police court, that there was 
nothing in it. 

41626. Have you many cases of drunkenness brought before you ?—No. 

41627. Viewing this community from your experience as a Police Magistrate and 
also as a citizen, do you think it is orderly and law-abiding !/—Yes, very much so. 

41628. Comparing it with other communities, how do you find it !—I think it com- 
pares very favourably with other communities of the same size or with much larger cities. 

41629. You investigate cases sent for trial to the assizes, I suppose /—Yes. 

41630. Taking that class of cases, do you find any proportion of them are directly 
traceable to the use of intoxicating drink ‘No, I cannot say that they are really trace- 
able to intoxicating drink, although they may be in particular cases. 

41631. Were any cases those of Indians charged with criminal offences /—Yes, one 
was. 

41632. Then we understand that here you have a class of men of different nationali- 
ties engaged in the canning business ?— Yes. 

41633. Does the presence of those people add at all to the amount of crime; I in 
clude breaches of the municipal by-laws ?—No, I cannot say that it does. Of course durin 
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the fishing season when the canneries are running full blast, we have more cases in the 
police court, but they are not cases of serious nature. 

41634. You have here no doubt church and temperance societies /—Yes. 

ee Do all those have a tendency to promote temperance and temperance work ? 
—Yes. 

41636. Have you noticed any change here since you came, in what might be called 
the social habits of the people ?—Yes, I have noticed great changes. 

41637. There is less drinking now than there was formerly /—Yes. 

41638. Have you considered at all the question of prohibition /—I cannot say that I 
have considered it very much. ‘I considered it when it came up for discussion. 

41639. Taking the province as you know it, and taking your experience of it, do 
you think prohibition could be enforced in it ?—No, I do not ; Ido not think it could be 
enforced ; { think it would not work. My reason is based on what I know of prohibition 
in the east, and in places where the Scott Act was in force. 

41640. Then you have had experience under the Scoot Act ?—Yes, in two counties 
under the Scott Act, Halton and Dufferin. I know the working of the Scott:Act pretty 
well in Halton. I was here two years and went back east, and during that time it was 
carried inthe County of Dufferin. I went into the town one evening, although I had 
been hundreds of times before, during the occasion of a large gathering and I never saw 
so many drunken people in the town in one evening as when the Scott Act was in force. 
It was the same in other places. I was also in Cornwall when the Scott Act was in 
force there. From what I saw of the operation of that law, I am satisfied that it would 
be very difficult to enforce prohibition. 

41641. You understand that one of the phases of the proposed enactment of a 
national prohibition is the prohibition of the manufacture, importation and sale of 
intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes /—I understand so. 

41642, Of course under the Scott Act the people had the right to bring in liquor 
for their own private use /—Yes. 

41643. Taking such a prohibitory law as is proposed, what is called national pro- 
hibition, it would involve the right of search both of the residences and persons of the 
_ people t—Yes, I understand that. 

41644. And the right to search travellers passing through the country and every- 
thing of that kind. From your opinion of the country, do you believe it would be 
possible to carry out such a law ?—Not without the greatest trouble and difficulty. 

41645. From your knowledge of the country and of the sentiment of the people of 
British Columbia on that subject, do you think such a law would be backed up by the 
people ?—That is a difficult question to answer. 

41646. From your knowledge of the people of British Columbia and from your 
knowledge of the sentiment prevailing, do you believe that the trend of public sentiment 
would be such as to make possible the enforcement of such a law ’—I think that is a 

difficult question. There are a number of people who express themselves in favour of 
prohibition on sentimental grounds, but who would not assist in carrying out the law. 
it 41647. In case of the enactment of such a law, prohibiting the manufacture, 
- importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage purpose, do you believe the 
_ distillers and brewers should be compensated for loss of plant and machinery ?—I think 
_ so, because it would be only following the law of equity. — 

i 41648. Have you any suggestions you could offer to the Commission on the question 
of the traffic, either in regard to its regulation or otherwise 1—No, I do not think so, 
because in connection with my official duties I find that our laws in the province at the 
ia present time are very liberal, and I think the liquor traffic is kept under control. 

le 


is By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


~ 


le 41649. Do you keep the court records!—Yes. __ 

pe 41650. Have you many cases before you of one kind and another 1—Yes, we hold 
_ the court daily. 

‘ 41651. Of all the cases that come before you what percentage are for drunkenness ? 
_ —I could not answer that question off hand. 
I 41652, Will your records show it !—The court books show every charge. 
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41653. Is there a statement made in your annual report /— Yes, we have an annual 
and also a quarterly report. 

41654. Does it appear in the police records !—Yes. We also make a monthly 
report to the Council. 

41655. Will it show what percentage cases of drunkenness bear to the whole 
number of offences coming before you /— You can tell that by looking over the record. 

41656. Please file a copy of last year’s report, which will include such a statement ? 
—There is a copy in the court. 

41657. I find from the copy here that before the police court in 1891, there were 
259 cases and of those 132 were drunks, or one-half of the whole. Do you think that 
is a fair average !—Yes. 

41658. Then I notice there are assaults, assaults with intent to do grievous bodily 
harm, breaches of the by-laws, disorders on the streets, cruelty to animals, disturbing 
worship i in church, fighting, frequenting houses of ill- fame, keeping such houses, perjury, 
robbery, selling intoxicants to Indians. So it would appear that there were 122 cases of 
drunkenness and 137 other cases. Can you tell what proportion of the 137 cases were 
traceable to the drink habit and drink traffic, directly or indirectly !—I will not under- 
take to give a correct statement, because I would only be hazarding an answer. 

41659. Can you tell the number approximately ?—It would only be a guess. 

41660. Take the eight vagrants: would not any proportion be due to drink !— 
Yes, I should say so in regard to vagrancy: 

41661. Take the assaults: would any proportion of them be due to drink !—Yes, 
very probably. 

41662. Take breaches of the by-laws and disorders on the streets /— Yes, they would, 

41663. Take disturbing divine worship, only one such case having occurred ; cases 
of frequenting houses of ill-fame, and there were four of them, and there were three 
cases of inmates and three of keepers. Were all those connected with the drink traffic and 
the drink habit ?—I could not say that you could charge them to drink. 

41664. Have your officers found on raiding houses of ill-fame that lquor was 
always there!—I do not think in regard to those particular matters that the report 
shows anything about liquor. 

41665. Take cases of larceny: would any be due to liquor !—I could not say. I do 
not think they would be directly traceable to liquor, although in some cases it might — 
be so. 

41666. Would it be within bounds to say that 50 per cent of the cases would be in 
some way connected with the drink trade and habit ?—It is altogether probable. 

41667. You spoke about being in Scott Act counties east. Were you visiting 
there, or were you staying there for : any length of time ?—So far as regards Dufferin, I 
was there for a visit, because I lived just along the line outside the town. | 

41668. I thought you paid a visit there after you came west ?—In one case it was 
a visit, but I was there for a considerable time. 

41669. Do you think, from your personal experience during a lengthy period, that 
drunkenness increased during the Scott Act ’—I am not prepared to say there was 
any increase, but I know it was very common. 

41670. You have expressed the opinion that prohibition could not be enforced in 
British Columbia. Would you state briefly your reasons for holding the opinion that it 
could not be enforced? What state of things exists here that w ould make enforcement 
difficult ?—I said it would be difficult. My reasons for giving that answer are these : 
in the first place, our position here is one that makes it very easy to carry on smuggling ; 
we have great opportunities here for doing that. 

41671. I suppose there is smuggling ‘of some classes of goods now ?—Yes, occasion- 
ally, but I do not think very much. 

41672. There is smuggling of opium, I believe ?—Yes. 

41673. I think they have that repeated in the far east 7—Yes, smuggling is 
business with some people. 

41674. Do you think that some men would go into the business of smuggling liquor. 
if a prohibitory law was enacted /—I do. 
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41675. Do you succeed pretty well with the Sunday prohibition of the liquor trade ? 
—Speaking from my official observance, I say yes, because we have no cases before the 
court. 
41676. No cases have been brought before you ?—No. 

41677. Have you reason to believe that there is a feeling that there are violations 
of the law, even though no cases have been brought against offenders?—You mean in 
the city ? 

41678. Yes.—TI have no reason to think so. 

41679. Then the law, you think, is fairly well observed ?!—Yes, so far as I know. 

41680. Do you think that the police have great difficulty in seeing that the provi- 
sions of the law are observed ’/—I do not think so ; if there was any difficulty they 
would bring the parties into court. 

41681. Is the law observed because of the great vigilance and faithfulness of the 
police, or do the licensees observe the Sunday Closing Act irrespective of the police ?— 
That is hard to say. I should not like to say that it was altogether irrespective of the 
police, and yet I would not like to say that the licensees make no sale on Sunday because 
of the police. 

41682. Suppose the police were less vigilant, would the Sunday Act be as well. 

_ observed as itis to-day 7—I have no reason to say no. I think a negative answer to 
that question would be probably sentimental ; but speaking from what I know, I have 
no reason to say no. 


By Judge McDonald : 


41683. Are you a barrister —I am. 

41684. Take a prohibitory law, which you believe would be impossible of enforce- 
ment, what would be the effect on the public conscience of having on the statute-book 
a law that was persistently and frequently violated /—Very bad ; better have no law 

_ than one that is not observed. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


41685. Supposing the Sunday law here was flagrantly violated, would you think it 
well to repeal it or to enforce it ?—Enforce it by all means. As supplementing my 
answer to the previous question, I desire to mention that we have an amendment to our 
license law whereby it is provided that the licensee selling to any intoxicated person 
_ whatever is liable to a fine and severe imprisonment ; and moreover we have the Youth’s 
| Protection Act, which is of very great service. ; 

41686. What is the limit of age /—Sixteen years. 
| 41687. Have you observed any sale of liquor to boys under 16 years ?—I think since 
1887, there has only been one case under that Act. We have also another Act which is 
_yery beneficial, that is the Drunkard’s Act, by which drunkards can be interdicted and 
placed under the provisions of the Act for 12 months. Although that Act has been in 
force for years—I am speaking from memory only—I have had occasion to make an 

order out for only one individual case. ie ; 

41688. Is that application granted on the petition of the man’s wife !—Yes, or on 
the application of the individual himself. In this case it was made on the application 
of the individual himself in the first instance. 

41689. He wanted to be protected ’—Yes. in 

41690. Although there has only been one case of interdiction and at the person’s 
wn request, yet there were 122 drunks before you last year (Yes. reaped st) 

41691. Do you believe the fact that there was only one interdiction indicates 
at there are no drunkards in New Westminster, or do you believe from this record 
that there are a good many !—I do not believe that there is only one drunkard 
ere, neither do I believe there are a good many You must consider that a great Many 
of those cases are cases of people passing through the city. They occasionally come up 
n the Police Court, and when I ask where they came trom, they probably say from the 
ther side of the line or from Vancouver. | 
41692. Are there many repeaters here ?—Yes, there are a number of those cases, 
You could not judge in regard to drunkenness by the number of 


ut not very many. 
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interdictions, because very many of the drunkards are only labouring men, and of course 
there would be no person to look into their affairs or to see to the enforcement of the 
Act in their behalf, for of course it is not the duty of the police to do so. 


WILLIAM MORSELEY, of New Westminster, on being duly sworn, deposed as 
follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


41693. What position do you occupy !—I am Governor of the Provincial Jail. 

41694. Are there other jails here ?—There is a penitentiary, a provincial jail, and 
a lock-up belonging to the municipal authorities. 

41695. How long have you resided in British Columbia /—I have been here since 
1860, I think. 

41696. Did you come here from one of the other provinces !—No, I came from 
England. 

41697. How many prisoners have you in jail at the present time !—Somewhere in 
the neighbourhood of 50 or 60. 

41698. Charged with different offences, I suppose !—Yes. 

41699. Are they all under sentence?—AImost all are, but some are awaiting trial. 

41700. What is the length of term of imprisonment of prisoners under your control 
and in your jail?—23 months on one offence. They can be in for two offences and serve 
one term and then another. 

41701. Then prisoners for over two years are sent to the penitentiary /—Yes. 

41702. Are prisoners sent to your jail from different parts of the province !—Yes. 

41703. Are you able to say whether any proportion, and if so whether it is a large 
or small one, of the prisoners under your charge are there owing to drunkenness ?—In 
one way and in different ways. 

41704. You beheve that a proportion of the prisoners there are there owing to 
drunkenness !— A large proportion. 

41705. Are any of those persons convicted of drunkenness !— Very few. 

41706. They are convicted for other offences which you attribute directly or indi- 
rectly to the use of intoxicating liquors !—Yes. 

41707. Have you as a citizen observed the operation of the license law in this com- 
munity /—In some particulars I have. 

41708. In your opinion does it work satisfactorily /—In some instances it does. 

41709. What are the instances in which it does not /—I think there should be more 
restrictions placed on the licensees in regard to the liquor sold by oo as to the quality, 
and as to the parties to whom they should sell. 

41710. Would you favour, then, the rigid inspection of Temeg in licensed houses ? 
—Yes, most assuredly. 

41711. What is the difficulty as to persons to whom sale is made !—In some in- 
stances they will sell to men who have already taken a quantity, and they cause them 
to become drunk. 

41712. That is contrary to law !—I am speaking more especially of the district. 

41713. Then you are not speaking of the city but of the country parts !—Yes, of 
the country parts. 

41714. Have you had any experience of a prohibitory law ?—No. 

41715. You have not been in any country where prohibition was in force /—No. 

41716. From your knowledge of British Columbia, do you believe if a general pro- 
hibitory law were passed for the whole Dominion, prohibiting the manufacture, impor- 
tation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes, it could be enforced {—L 
do not. I think it would be impossible to enforce such a law in British Columbia. 
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41717. For what reason ?—The people would be able to get liquor from the Ameri- 
can side, and they would also distil it and manufacture it for themselves. Besides that 
the country is so large that it would be impossible to enforce such a law. In fact the 
Indians north manufacture liquor for themselves. 

41718. Are you acquainted with the northern part of the country /—Yes, with 
part of it. I have to go up there often. 
eee What do the Indians use in manufacturing the liquor ?—I believe sea-weed 
is used. 

41720. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, do you believe that 
brewers and distillers should be compensated for loss of plant and machinery rendered 
useless !—I should certainly say so. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


41721. Have you many juvenile offenders here ’—Very few, according to the 
population. - 

41722. Of those 60 offenders, for instance, how many would be under 18 years of 
age 1—I have only one boy. 

41723. So they are all old persons or persons between 20, 30, and 40?—The average 
would be about 35. 

41724. Do we understand you to say that persons are not sent to the provincial 
jail merely for being drunk !—No; but for other offences. I have now some committed 
for trial on charges of murder, three or four cases, and a good many cases of burglary 
and selling whisky to Indians. 

41725. And you have cases of petty larceny and such offences, I suppose !—Yes. 

41726. I understand that, in your opinion, the license law might be improved. Do 
you think it would be well to limit the number of licenses granted in a town like this, 
even more than they are limited now ?—I do not see that if you did so, it would make 
any difference. I do not think there are too many here. 

41727. Do you find that incarcerated in jail here are any percentage of these 
people who have frequented the saloon when not in jail ?’—There are a few cases. 

41728. Do you have many Chinamen among the prisoners/—A good many Chinamen. 

41729. What are their offences, generally speaking !—Mostly selling liquorto Indians 
and petty larceny and assaults, especially assaults on one another. 


By Judge McDonald : 

41730. Take the persons in jail for murder and serious crime : of what class are they 
and what race ?—At present we have an Indian charged with killing a white man, and 
one Indian for killing another Indian ; and we have also the case of a man and wife 
killing a prostitute or the keeper of a house of ill-fame. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 
41731. Do you know whether the majority of the men charged with serious offen- 
ces or with petty offences that come under your charge, are addicted to the drink habit ? 


—I believe they all drink. 
41732. Do you have many total abstainers incarcerated ?—No, I have had a few. I 


have had the Blue Ribbon card taken away from them. 
41733. Which class form the majority, the total abstainers or the other class ?—T 


should say the other class. 


By Judge McDonald : 

41734. Are you in a position to say which class is in the majority in this commu- 
nity, total abstainers, those who drink immoderately, or those who take liquor in mode- 
ration ?—There are very few moderate drinkers in the jail. 

41735. Then they are mostly people who drink immoderately ! 
come from the American side and who are travellers. 


Yes, persons who 
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WILLIAM HOUSTON, of New Westminster, on being duly sworn, deposed as 
follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


41736. What position do you occupy ?—I am Chief Constable of the city and also 
License Inspector. , 

41737. How long have you lived in British Columbia ?—About 2 years. 

41738. Where did you come from ?—From Manitoba. 

41739. How long have you been Chief of Police ?—A year and a half. 

41740. Were you on the police force in Manitoba ?—Yes, 11 years on the provin- 
cial and city force. I was on the city force in Winnipeg about 5 years. 

41741. Were you ever in the North-west Mounted Police ?—No, never. 

41742. Taking this community as you have found it and with your knowledge of it 
and of other communities, do you believe that it is a sober and law-abiding community ? 
—Very much so. 

41743. You think it compares favourably with other communities ?—Yes, with 
any in which I have lived. 

41744. Both as License Inspector and as Chief Constable you are brought into 
contact with the people and the carrying out of the license law ?— Yes. 

41745. How do you find the law works here ?—It works very well; as well as it 
works elsewhere. 

41746. Is it worked satisfactorily or not !—The law is satisfactorily carried out. 

41747. That is your experience as an official ?—Yes. 

41748. Do the people in the trade conform to the provisions of the law /—Yes. 

41749. Have you reason to believe there is any unlicensed sale of liquor going on 
in the community !—No, I have not. 

41750. We have heard of sale of liquor to Indians: those are individual instances, 
I suppose ?—Yes, but of those who have licenses at the present time I do not think there 
is one who sells to Indians. 

41751. As to the observance of the Sunday closing law, what is your experience ! 
—It is very well observed here. 

41752. Our attention was called by one of the witnesses to an amendment which 
he thought necessary, namely, in regard to having a thorough and frequent inspection of 
liquor made. Do you think such an amendment is necessary /—It might be a wise 
course to pursue. I have reason to believe that liquor is better here than in Ontario. 

41753. Have you had any experience of a prohibitory law /—Yes, to some extent. 

41754. Where?—In the Lake of the Woods district during the construction of 
the Canadian Pacific Railway, at Rat Portage, where I was 1} years. 

41755. Whose section was that !—Mr. Heeney’s. 

41756. He was the contractor ?—Yes. 

41757. Was it under prohibition provided by the Public Works Act /—Yes. 

41758. Were you an officer /—Yes. 

41759. Were you able to enforce the Act ?—No, it was impossible. 

41760. What was the difficulty /—-Smuggling, 

41761. What class of people did the smuggling ?—Railway men did a great deal of 
it, and men who made a business of it. 

41762. What kind of liquor did they bring in ?—Liquor of very poor quality. 

41763. In what kind of vessels was it brought ?—In barrels, with meal packed all 
round. Sometimes it was in barrels carried in front of the engine, and these would be 
dropped off at different points. 

41764. Did you faithfully endeavour to carry out the law /—I did. 

41765. But you found it impossible to do so ?—Yes. 

41766. From your experience and knowledge of this country, do you believe a 
prohibitory law could be effectually enforced and carried out /—Not if they had such a 
law as there was in Manitoba or the North-west Territories. It would be easy to bring 
it from the United States. 
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41767. What do you think about continental prohibition. Do you think that 
could be successfully carried out ?—I consider that there would be illicit manufacture 
then. 

41768. Have you any knowledge of illicit manufacture where you have been, in 
Manitoba and elsewhere !— Yes. 

41769. By whom ?—By farmers. 

41770. What did they use !—The only case that I really know personally was on 
seven years ago, and I do not know what was used. 

41771. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, a law to prohibit the 
manufacture, importation and sale of alcoholic liquors for beverage purposes, do you 
think it would be right to compensate brewers and distillers for loss of plant rendered 
useless /— Yes. 

41772. From your experience as an officer, can you make any suggestion to the 
Commission as to amendments in the license law that would render it more effective !— 
The license law here is very different from that in Manitoba or Ontario. No doubt a 
good many amendments could be made that would be effective. I think the standard of 
holders of licenses should be put very high and the standard of accommodation should also | 
be placed very high. 

By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 

41773. Do you think it would be well if the saloons were all required to close at 
night ? Under the British Columbia license law this does not appear to be necessary, 
according to the evidence before us in Victoria and Manitoba.—We close here at 2 
o’clock in the morning. 

41774. And open when ?—Open again at 6 o’clock. 

41775. Would it be an improvement if they were required to close earlier here !— 
No, I do not see that it would. 

41776. So they all keep open until 2 o’clock?—No, very few of them keep open 
after 11 or 12, for business ceases and they close. . 

41777. We had it in evidence in Winnipeg from a gentleman who had a very large 
section of the Canadian Pacific Railway to construct, I think east of Winnipeg, that he 
enforced prohibition on his section during the construction period, and enforced it 
effectually. Mr. Sifton is the gentleman to whom I refer ?—I never heard of it. 


By Judge McDonald : 


41778. He stated that with a constable he succeeded effectually in enforcing pro- 
hibition during construction /—It was not during my time. I think there were seven 
police there, and it was not done. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 

41779. Is it your duty as Inspector to see that the conditions under which licenses 
are granted are carried out ?—Yes. 

41780. As to the number of rooms ?—Yes. 

41781. In what other respects ?—To see that the houses are well kept. 

41782. Do you visit the places periodically /—Yes, every month and almost every 
week. 

41783 Do you find that some do not comply strictly with the provisions of the law ? 
—JI have not found many yet. 4 

41784. Do you find it difficult to enforce the Sunday clause of the law !—Not at all. 

41785. Do the licensees do it !-Yes, and the citizens support them. 

41786. In what way !—By not patronizing them on Sunday. 

41787. Have you had no complaints of violation of the law /—No. 

41788. You therefore believe there are no violations?—I have reason to believe 
there are none. ; 

41789. Do you visit the hotels to see whether the laws are complied with or not? 

Fa rao. Are their bars closed /—Yes. When I say closed, you must remember that 

there is no prohibition against lights being used, and therefore you would imagine from 
the outside that business was going on simply because the bars are lighted. 
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41791. But most of them have lights burning ?—No ; some have and some have not. 
In some cases the bar-room and the sitting-room are all one, with the exception of a board 
partition running half-way up. 

41792. There are no folding doors ?—Yes, but they only go three-fourths of the way 
up. My opinion is that the bar should be entirely separate from the rest of the house. 

41793. You think that would make it easier to observe the law /—Yes. 

41794. How many of the present licensees—and we understand they are 17 or 18— 
have complied with the requirements of the law which says that they shall obtain three- 
fourths of the signatures of the lot owners and married women in the neighbourhood !— 
We have not had any. 

41795. Then they were all old licensees /—You understand that the hotels having 
over thirty rooms have not to comply with that. That rule apples only to those making 
new applications for the first time. 

41796. Has this condition to be compled with !/—Yes. 

41797. Have a certain number of licensees complied with those conditions /—No. 

41798. So we are to understand that all had licenses when the law came into opera- 
tion !— Yes. 

41799. And therefore they are not to comply with those conditions /—I suppose so. 

41800. Were both saloons in existence at that time /—I could not say. 

41801. Did they have to comply with that condition ?—I could not say. 


JOHN C. BROWN, M.P.P., of New Westminster, on being duly sworn, deposed 
as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


41802. What position do you hold !—I am postmaster. 

41803. I understand you are also a member of the Legislature ?— Yes. 

41804. For what district !—For this city ; during 1890-91 I was Mayor of this city. 

41805. How long have you resided in British Columbia !—Thirty years. 

41806. Did you come here from one of the other provinces /—No, from Ireland. 

41807. Is this city an orderly and law-abiding one /—Yes. 

41808. Have you found any changes in the social customs of the people in regard 
to the use of intoxicating liquors. Was there more drinking when you came to the 
province than there is to-day /—I think so. I am not, however, in a position to speak 
of that, because I do not drink myself, and am not as a rule where drinking is going on. 
Still I think the answer of the witness who preceded me put the case very fairly ; we have 
now an altogether different state of affairs. Now there are more homes, the drinking now 
is more for good fellowship, at all events it does not come out as plainly as it did in the 
old days. Besides, people who thought nothing of going to the bar and drinking twenty 
years ago, would not do so now. 

41809. Have the influences of church organizations and temperance societies been 
favourable to the decrease in the drinking habits of the people ?—Yes, decidedly so. 

41810. The Mayor said that in the early days there was more drinking, because 
the surroundings were different than they are now ?~- Undoubtedly. 


41811. You think all these elements have to be taken into consideration /—Yes, for 


they all have their influences. 

41812. You have stated that you, yourself, are a total abstainer /— Yes. 

41813. Have you considered the question of prohibition ?— Yes; but I should like 
to say something, particularly in regard to that question about drinking habits, having 
special reference to New Westminster. I am very glad to hear such strong testimony 
from the officials in regard to the moral standing of this city. I think it is only fair to 
attribute a good deal of this to our charter, which gives us a better license law than 
prevails in any other part of the province. We have more restrictions and they have 

WitiiAm Houston. 
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taken a special form. There is a clause of the by-law by which no saloon-keeper can be 
granted a license until the number falls below two ; in fact two is our maximum number 
of saloon licenses. There is another point I may mention in this connection, After that 
by-law was passed there were constant applications, even as late as when I was a mem- 
ber of the Licensing Board, to have the Board break that law ; there were applications 
made for saloon licenses which could not be granted under the Act. 

41814. Take the license law as it is now in the city, does it work satisfactorily !— 
It works much better than the general license law of the province. 

41815. Are you personally in favour of a license law as opposed to prohibition !—No. 

41816. You favour prohibition ?—Yes. I do not know how fully you have entered 
into the matter. 

41817. I do not wish you to go into the matter further.—I want to explain my 
reasons. I think they are sufficient to lead me to favour prohibition. I think prohibi- 
tion promises to produce such satisfactory results as to warrant a trial of it as an experi- 
ment. My objection to the license law, and I have very strong objection to it, is 
because I object to the community deriving part of the public revenue from what I look 
upon as an 1mproper act, as licensing a trade which creates crime. 

41818. So in principle you look upon it as wrong to license the liquor traffic ?—TI 
certainly think so. 

41819. Do you consider it an improper thing to do?—Yes. 

41820. Therefore, on principle, you favour prohibition !—Yes. 

41821. Do you consider, from your experience of British Columbia, that it would 
be practicable to enforce prohibition in this province !—I can speak very uncertainly in 
regard to most of the province, except with regard to New Westminster and district. 
I have resided in this city for 30 years, excepting three and a half or four years. Taking 
the people of this district as a whole, I think such a prohibitory law as you describe 
could be enforced as well as the Customs laws are carried out. 

41822. How are your Customs laws enforced !—Very well. 

41823. You mean as regards making people pay duty on articles brought in !—Yes, 
and preventing smuggling. 

41824. Suppose it would be possible to prevent, by a law, articles being brought 
into the country, duty or no duty, could such a law be as easily enforced /—It depends 
entirely on what the articles were ; you could not starve people. 

41825. Then you see there is a difference between the ordinary collecting of duties 
and preventing articles being brought in at all ?—My position is, that taking a national 
prohibitory law on the statute-book, it would be the duty of all loyal people to support that 
law. If that law was enforced by every person whose duty it was to enforce that law, 
I think it could be enforced as well as other laws. I believe the public sentiment in 
New Westminster supports the license law more than it did at first. 

41826. Have you had any experience of a prohibitory law?—No, I have never 
lived in any prohibitory country. 

41827. Do you know of any country in the world where such a law is in force ?— 
No; of course I can only speak from my reading and study. 

41828. So it would be an experiment /—Yes. 

41829. An experiment well worth trying !—Yes, I think it would be well worth 
trying. What I mean is this, from all my reading. Of course I have not much to do 
with that class who are acting under the license law, and legally so, but who have a 
vested interest and a financial interest in opposing a prohibitory law. I think that 
inflaence would, of course, be very strong against the enforcement of such a law. Then 
we have a community saturated with the idea that a certain quantity of liquor is neces- 
sary, even many temperance people and moderate drinkers think that. So there we 
have it. When we have a diseased body we cannot expect that the application of reme- 
dies will be felt in a moment, but we must allow a little time. 

41830. As a member of the Legislature do you think the legislative body is repre- 
sentative of the opinions of the people ?— Yes. 

41831. Supposing you had the constitutional right as a province to carry such a 
law as you wish, do you believe that the Legislature constituted as it is would carry 
such a law ?—I think we would not do so now. 
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41832. In case of the enactment of such a law, a law to prohibit the manufacture 
importation and sale of alcoholic liquors for beverage purpose, do you think it would be 
right and just to remunerate brewers and distillers for loss of plant and machinery ren- 
dered useless 1—Thatis a question I have not deeply considered, but the men now engaged 
in the liquor trattc are engaged legally, and therefore it would seem fair to me that they 
should receive some compensation if their business was taken away from them. But 
my answer to the question you asked me a little while ago about our Legislature should 
be qualified in this way: I desire to explain that the Legislature represents only one- 
fourth of the people of the province, because the representation is based on a system 20 
years old, and the province has changed so that the large constituencies have small repre- 
sentation and the small ones large representation. So while our Legislature would act 
ag I have indicated as at present constituted, it would afford no fair test. 

41833. Has this question of prohibition been made a test vote at any election ?—No. 

41834. So the people have not passed on it in any form ’—They have not, to my 
recollection. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


41835. If it were made a test question at the general elections, have you any idea 
what the result would be ?—1I could hardly answer aha question, heetee so much depends 
on the personal popularity of the candidates and upon personal considerations, for one 
party might have a man who would not be elected under any circumstances and you 
might have a man almost certain to be elected whatever his party. These considerations 
would influence the election very much. 

41836. Do you think it would be’ well to have a plebiscite taken here as was done 
in Manitoba !—I do not really know ; I have not considered the question at all. 

41837. But I understood you to say that the Sunday enforcement of the license law 
had created a public sentiment in favour of those restrictions ?—-As I undertand it, I 
think so and I feel it is so. I think the sentiment in favour of it to-day is stronger than 
when it was passed, that is I believe the majority recognize the benefit that it has 
conferred. 

41838. As a representative man and as a man who has observed the business affairs 
of the province, have you observed what effect the liquor traffic has had on the business 
interests of this country during 6 years /—I scarcely know how to answer that question. 
[ have known one or two cases where men failed in business because they drank to 
EXCESS. 

41839. Has the liquor traffic, as it has been carried on, been harmful or not to other 
business interests, speaking in a broad way ?—Of course I have no facts or figures, but 
I should say it has been harmful. 

41840. Have you noticed the effect of the liquor trattic on the moral and social life 
of the community ?—I think the Governor of the Jail answered that, when he said that 
he had no total abstainers in the jail. 

JupGE McDONALD. The witness did not say he had no total abstainers there. 


Joun C. Brown. 
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ISAAC B. FISHER, of New Westminster, on being duly sworn, deposed as 
follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


41841. What is your business or occupation !—I am out of business ; formerly T 
was Manager of the Bank of British Columbia. 

41842. How long have you resided in New Westminster?—In all for 30 years, 
although I was absent for about 10 years. 

41843. Did you come here originally from the mother country or from one of the 
provinces !—I came here from the mother country. 

41844. Have you held any public position /—No. 

41845. Have you found this community, as a whole, law-abiding and orderly /— 
Yes, exceedingly so. 

41846. Have you considered the question of prohibition ?—Yes, to a certain extent. 

41847. From your knowledge of the country, do you think a prohibitory law would 
be practicable of enforcement in British Columbia !—Certainly not, unless you wish to 
ruin the country. 

41848. What would be the difficulty /—A great portion of the people would leave. 

41849. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, do you think it 
would be right to compensate brewers and distillers for loss of plant and machinery 1— 
Certainly. 

41850, In case of the enactment of such a law as is sometimes suggested, a law prohibit- 
ing the manufacture, importation and sale of alcoholic liquors for beverage purposes, the 
enforcement of it would carry with it the right to search persons and houses throughout 
the country. From your experience of the province, do you think such a law could be 
carried out here /—Certainly not. 

41851. You say you have been a banker /—Yes. 

41852. Have you observed that the business interests of the country have been 
affected in any way by the liquor traftie!—No, I do not think it affects them at all. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


41853. Please explain what you meant when you said it would ruin the country /— 
It would ruin it, for a good many of the population would not live in such a country. 
_ A man who loves his liberty would not be dictated as to what he should eat and drink ; 
I for one would not. 

41854. So your objection is to the principle it involves ?/—Yes. 

41855. Are the customs laws well observed here ?—I believe so. 

41856. Do you consider it right to search personal baggage under the present 
customs law ?—I believe so. 

41857. There is search of person also !—Yes, and very objectionable it is some- 
times. 

41858. Do you believe it would be well to repeal that feature of the law ?—I 
certainly do. : 

41859. Would its repeal promote smuggling?—I do not think so. Suspicious 
characters should be searched, but to search everybody is ridiculous. 

41860. How is the law worked now !—A sufficient number of ofticers are employed, 
and they seem to enforce the law pretty well. . 

41861. Parliament sees fit to enact such a law and the people submit to it 
with more or less grace, I suppose. Do you think they would not submit to a similar 
requirement in the event of prohibition !—I am sure they would not. — 

41862. Have you observed whether the drink traffic has an injurious effect on the 
community in any way 1—Not on this community at all events. A ; 

41863. Neither upon individuals nor upon family life, nor upon business affairs 1—Of 
course there are exceptional instances. -. 

41864. Are the cases exceptional, or is it the rule !—Certainly it is exceptional. 

41865. How long were you manager of the bank !—For 19 years, but not all the 
time here. I was in California for 4 years. 
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Rev. EBENEZER ROBSON, of New Westminster, on being duly sworn, deposed 


as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


41866. With what church are you connected ?—I am a minister of the Methodist 
church. . 

41867. How long have you resided in British Columbia !—Nearly 34 years, but I 
was absent during 12 years of that time. 

41868. How long have you been in New Westminster !/—9 or 10 years altogether 
at different times. 

41869. We have had placed before the Commission the deliverance of your church 
which was given in 1890, in Montreal, I think ’—Yes. 

41870. Do you individually concur in that deliverance ?—I was a member of the 
committee which prepared the deliverance, and voted for it. 

41871. That is representative of your feeling on the question of prohibition !—Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


41872. From having lived so long in British Columbia, I suppose you know the 
country pretty well 1—-Yes, a good part of it. 

41873. Can you give us an idea of the changes that have taken place in regard to 
the sentiment about the liquor trafic !/—There has been a ver y decided change as to the 
drinking habits. Of course the people who came here in the early days did not care 
what the people thought of them. I was among them, and while they were a very strong 
and kindly sort of men they would indulge pretty freely in drinking liquor ; but now 
there is more home life and social customs have greatly improved in regard to the use 
of intoxicating liquors. Most of the people who come here now have been accustomed 
to greater restrictions ; some having lived in prohibitory places, and they do not seem to 
care to take liquor. 

41874. Have you been able from your experiences to compare any two places, one 
under enforced prohibition and the other under the license law ?—I resided in two places 
in Ontario where there was local prohibition, one wasin Dundas County and the other in 
Northumberland County, and there was a better state of things than ever existed 
before; and yet the law was violated to a certain extent. I went east two 
years ago and on my return spent three days in the North-west Territories. The only 

case I can remember of any one having liquor was once at a gentleman’s house, where 
they had beer on the table. 

41875. Do you know whether it was there by the Governor’s permit or not ?—I am 
_ quite certain that it was there by permit. 

41876. You have expressed yourself as being in favour of prohibition ; that is 
prohibition as described by your Conference. In the event of such a law being passed, 
do you think brewers and distillers should be compensated for their loss of plant and 
machinery rendered useless?—I do not think: so. It would be right I think to give 
them formal notice to wind up their business, as they spoke of doing | in England. 

41877. How many years have you been a minister ?/—36 years. 

41878. During that time you have come into contact with families. Will you tell us 
what your experience has been as to the effect the liquor habit and traffic have upon 
domestic happiness, neglect of wives and of children and of religion, and as to crime 
dc. 1—The effect of my experience and observation has been such as to lead me to advise 
every body to keep away from liquor and to never use it except as a medicine. 

41879. Have you observed what the effect has been on those engaged in the trade? 
—TI suppose it has the worst effect. 

41880. You mean it has worse effects on them than on the consumers ?—I think so, 
because a man puts himself in a position where he helps men to go in the wrong direction, 
and in this he does himself a very great injury, in my opinion. 


Rev. EBENEZER ROBSON. 
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PATRICK McTIERNEN, of New Westminster, on being duly sworn, deposed as 
follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


41881. What is your occupation 1—I was Indian Agent until within the last few 
years. 

41882. Under the Dominion Government ?—Yes. 

41883. How long have you been in British Columbia ?—Thirty-six years. 

41884. How have you found the people as regards sobriety and orderly conduct !— 
I have found them first class, except during one or two years, during railway construc- 
tion in this province ; then it- was terrible. 

41885. What was terrible then ?—The drunkenness and the fighting. 

41886. I suppose a new class of people were coming in ?—Yes. 

41887. Did the province put no restrictions on them?—No, they let them fight 
away. . 
41888. There was no prohibitory law in force then ?—No. 

41889. There were a great many strangers in the country at that time, I presume ? 
— Yes. 

41890. From your knowledge of British Columbia, do you believe a prohibitory 
“ig could be alee a out, a law to Da the manufacture, importation and 
I never gave that matter any study. 

41891. Then you are not in a “position to say 1—_No, Tam not. 

41892. In the event of the enactment of such a law, would you deem it right that 
brewers and distillers should be compensated for loss of plant and machinery ?—Of 
course if it was taken away from them, why not ? 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


41893. How long were you Indian Agent /—Eleven years. 

41894. The sale and giving of liquor to Indians are prohibited, I believe ?—Yes. 

41895. Do they sometimes get it ?—They do. 

41896. Does liquor have any bad effects on them ?—It has very bad effects on them. 

41897. Of course it was your duty to see that they got none, if possible !—Yes. 
During those 11 years the work which the missionaries and myself did among them 
changed them very much. Take a community of 60 or 70 Indians, and you will find 
more drinking Indians and drunken Indians among them than you will find among a 
corresponding number of whites. 

41898. Are they changed so as not to desire drink any longer /—Some will go any 
distance to get it, even to Washington Territory. 

41899. “But some of them are getting civilized, are they not ?—Some would not 
take it on any account. 

41900. You think it is a good pe to keep it away from them ?—I do. 
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Mrs. MARIANNE CUNNINGHAM, of New Westminster, on being duly sworn, 
deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


41901. How long have you lived in New Westminster ?—Thirty years. 
41902. Did you come here from one of the other provinces?—I came here from 
Ontario. 


By fev. Dr. McLeod : 


41903. We understand that you are President of the Women’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union here ?—Yes. 

41904. How long have you been connected with the union !—Ten years. 

41905. What branch of work does the union carry on here ?—We conduct service 
in the jail here every Sabbath ; we conduct a mission and look after the social evil. 

41906. You do rescue work, I presume ’—Yes, and we have a home in Victoria. 

41907. Speaking of the rescue work, do you find that the unfortunates who ask for 
help are addicted to the drink habit /—They all are. 

41908. Do you find, in regard to your work in the jail, that a large percentage 
of the prisoners are victims of the drink habit !—I think they all are. I think it is the 
one thing that drives them back to their bad habits as soon as they have reformed. 
They fall in with their old companions as soon as they get out of jail, and are liable to 
return again. 

41909. As one living in this community for so many years and active in this work 
and observant of what is going on, will you tell us briefly what are your observations of 
the effects of the drink habit and the drink traffic on the community in regard to its 
morals and its effect on domestic life and on young people ?—I consider it is an unmiti- 
gated evil everywhere. There is no home in which liquor is used that is not worse for 
the people using it. In a great’ many of the homes with which we have to do there is 
great want and misery caused by drink. 

41910. Do you find that most of the want and poverty with which you have to do 
is traceable to drinking ?—Entirely so. If it were not for drinking there would be no 
poverty and want, for there is plenty of work for every man in this country who honestly 
desires it. 

41911. Do you find the children brought up often become victims to drink owing to 
the drinking habits of the parents —Yes, the tendency must be in that direction. 

41912. What is the position of your organization on the question of prohibition /— 
We believe in prohibition direct. 

41913. Your Union has made a deliverance to that effect ’/— Yes, we have, associated 
with our efforts in sending petitions to the Dominion Parliament. 

41914. Do you think the prohibition sentiment is growing in this community /—I 
think so. 

41915, Have you or your society observed the working of the license law here, 
whether it is satisfactory or otherwise /—I consider it is very unsatisfactory in a great 
many ways. 

41916. In what respects /—Because, as was observed a few moments ago, all the 
licenses were granted a great many years ago, so that the licensees do not consider the 
feelings of the public at all. If these same licensees were compelled to obtain the 
signatures of two-thirds of the lot owners and married women, they would not find it 


. possible to obtain them. 


41917. So you understand that under the present license law, you have no power 
at all over them ?—No power over them whatever. I also consider that the liquor trade 
as such should be separated entirely from the hotel, that it should stand on its own 
basis the same as any other legitimate business. If it is considered legal, it should stand 
alone, and when a man goes there to drink he should go there to drink and should not 
be considered one of the guests of the hotel. 

Mrs. MAriaNNE CUNNINGHAM. 
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41918. That suggests the question as between saloon and hotel: which do you 
consider to be the more dangerous to the community }—I think the hotel is the more 
dangerous. 

41919. You have expressed yourself and also the feeling of your society in favour of 
prohibition. Have you given thought as to the matter of granting compensation to 
brewers and distillers in the event of the enactment of a general prohibitory law !—Yes ; 
T have studied that matter. I think the trade has no more right to be compensated 
than any other business. 


By Judge McDonald :. 


41920. I think you said that there was not a home in New Westminster in which 
liquor was used that some injury was not done ’—Certainly, because people cannot use 
liquor without wasting their money. It is a poison and not a food. With the money 
people spend on liquor, they might do good, or at least spend it in a better way. 

41921. Do you think you have any right to say in what way people shall spend 
their money ?—I do not think the people have a right to offer a bad example to their 
neighbours, and thus injure the community. 

41922. So you would lay down a law as to the way in which people should spend 
their money ?—In the same way that aman has no right to mjure his neighbour by 
using poison of any kind. 


The Commission adjourned, to meet in Vancouver. 


21—39°** 
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VANCOUVER, November 23, 1892. 
The Royal Commission on the Liquor Traffic met here this day. 


Present : 


JupGe McDona.p. Rev. Dr. McLeop. 


FRED. COPE, of Vancouver, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald : 


41923. What is your business?—I am a merchant, and I am also Mayor of 
Vancouver. 

41924. How long have you resided in British Columbia?—I came here four years 
ago last September. 

41925. Did you come here from one of the other provinces ?—I came here from 
Ontario. 

41926. From what part ?—From Norfolk, in Simcoe County. * 

41927. How long have you been Mayor of this city 7—Thisis my first year; I have 
been Mayor since last January. 

41928. Are you elected as Mayor directly by the people ?— Yes. 

41929. Taking the city as you find it, do you conriee it an orderly and law-abiding 
community Yes, very much so. 

41930. Will it compare favourably with other cities with which you are acquainted ? 
—TI think so. 

41931. You have, I suppose, a very mixed population here and different nationalities 
are represented pretty well !—Yes, very cosmopolitan. 

41932. What is the population of the city in round figures !—Over 20,000. 

41933. What would be the proportion in round figures of the Chinese here /—I 
think 1,000 would be correct. 

41934. I believe you have not many Indians in the city ?—No; they are on the 
reserves. 

41935. I suppose at certain seasons of the year you have quite a seafaring popula- 
tion here !—We have all the year round ; there are always 6 or 10 vessels here from 
all parts of the world. 

41936. Is the city constantly growing and increasing !—Yes, very rapidly. The 
Commissioners must have seen, in driving around, the many new buildings that are 
going up. 

41937. You are under the license law of the province, I suppose ?—Yes. 

41938. Are you a License Commissioner by virtue of your office /—Yes. 

41939. Are you Chairman of the Board ?-—Yes. 

41940. How do you find the license law to work here !—I think it works all right. 

41941. Do you remember how many licensed places there are in the city ?—55 retail, 
8 saloons, 63 licenses, and there are some 6 or 7 wholesale places. 

41942. We have found in cities in British Columbia that there are licenses which 
are said to be perpetual almost in their nature, so that men who held licenses before the 
license law, or the new law, if they conduct themselves properly, have merely to come 
and pay their fee and nothing is said?—That is not so in this city. They have to 
possess certain qualifications, and the Inspector goes round and sees that these are 
carried out. 

FRrEb. Cope. 
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41943. Are there no hotel or saloon-keepers who by virtue of having been in the 
trade for so long, have not to fulfil the requirements of the law as regards ratepayers 
signing their applications for license !—I do not think so. 

41944, Have you any special law in this city that would exempt people from 
presenting petitions signed by lot owners and their wives /—There is nothing against it 
in our charter. 

41945, Have you had any such petitions before you !—Not this year. 

41946. Have you a special’charter here /—Yes. 

41947. Have you such charter from the Provincial Legislature ?—Yes, 

41948. You have power to make by-laws for the city ?—Yes. 

41949. Do you think the Sunday closing law is well observed ?—Yes. 

41950. Have you reason to believe that there is unlicensed sale of liquor in this 
city !—I have no reason to believe so. 

41951. Is your Chinese population a sober one ?—Yes. 

41952. Do you know whether there is any sale made to Indians in the city 
sometimes /—There might be, but very seldom. 

41953. When sales do occur, are they made by licensed dealers or by outsiders ?— 
They are mostly made by outsiders, in fact I have not heard of a case this year of a 
licensed dealer selling liquor to an Indian. 

41954. We understand that in this city you are making provision for the recreation 
of the people in the direction of providing small parks for people and other improve- 
ments !— Yes. 

41955, Are there other places of recreation where the public can go without going 
to the parks !—The park is the only place we have at present. We are making a park 
in the east end, but we have just got started. The park we have at Brockton Point is 
the only park we have at present; it is the Standard Park. 

41956. Have you had any experience of a prohibitory law !/—I have. 

41957. Did you have that experience in the County of Norfolk ?—Yes. I was also 
ina parish where the Dunkin Act was in force for one year. Norfolk was under the Scott 
Act for three years. 

41958. What was your experience of the Act ?—It was very unsatisfactory in those 
counties. 

41959. How was it under the Dunkin Act in the township /—Just the same. I had 
one of the leading businesses in Simcoe. The Act did not stop the sale of liquor, in fact 
I think it added to the number of places that sold it. The people would not get it 
openly, it was done on the sly. 

41960. Then the effect was not for good?—No, it was not. At the end of the 
three years it was dropped. 

41961. Have you had experience of prohibition in any other country ?—No, that isall. 

41962. Take British Columbia as you have known it, do you think it would be 
practicable in this country /—I could not say ; but as regards the drinking habits of the 
people, I do not think we are any worse than any other people. 

41963. Take your country with its geographical position and vast coast line, do 
you believe you would be able to keep liquor out, supposing a law were enacted prohi- 
biting the manufacture, importation and sale of alcoholic liquors for beverage purposes ? 
—It would require a lot of policemen to keep liquor out of the province. 

41964. You understand that such a law would carry with it the right of searching 
both house and person in order to ascertain that no liquor was being smuggled in !—I 
am judging New Westminster by the experience that I had of the Scott Act. Liquor 
under that law came in in all shapes. The first week probably half of the people did 
not sell, but after that they sold, and more places started up. The hotels were compelled to 
raise their prices. One gentleman, who was a strong supporter of the Act when it came 
in, was in a hotel and was charged 10 cents more for the meal than he had paid the 
preceding week. When he found that it was because of the Act, he wanted it repealed. 
Liquor, however, was sold all the same. ; ! 

41965. Do you know anything as to the quality of the liquor /—It was the same as 
before ; I did not hear that there was any difference. 
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41966. You have said that you do not think the drinking habits of the people 
exceed those of people elsewhere /—Yes. 

41967. Are all the churches and temperance organizations working on temperance 
lines —Yes, they are all in excellent shape. 

41968. Taking your population here as a whole, are they people from foreign 
countries /—No, there are more people here from the east ; this is a Canadian city. 

41969. Are there any suggestions you could offer to the Commission, from your 
experience, in the direction of amending the present license law?—I do not think so. 
We went into the matter carefully last spring, and made such amendments as were 
necessary. 

41970. How strong is your municipal police force /—We have 12 men. 

41971. And a chief constable !—Yes, and a sergeant. 

41972. Are there any provincial police here ?—Yes, we have one man. 


by Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


41973. We understand that Vancouver is under the provisions of the license law? | 
—We have a special charter, and we make a license law of our own. 

41974. Is there any way in which the number of licenses can be limited /—We have 
55 licenses now, and we cannot increase the number until there is an increase in popula- 
tion. 

41975. Has the Board of Commissioners discretion in issuing licenses /—Yes, they 
have that power. 

41976. Does the Board use discretion in issuing licenses to saloons /—Yes, we have 
eight at present and we cannot have another until the population increases. 

41977. Have you regulations in regard to closing after certain hours ?—Yes, they 
close at 11 o'clock and on Sundays. 

41978. At what hour do they close on Saturday ?—The same hour. 

41979. And open on Monday morning at what hour ?—At 6 o'clock at one time, 
but I think the hour is 2 o’clock now. 

41980. We noticed on the Island that the only pr ontiuen as to hours was from 
11 on Saturday night until 1 o’clock on Monday morning, and the licensees could keep 
open all night on week days 1—Yes. 

41981. Have you, as a business man, observed what is the effect that the liquor 
traflic has on trade interests and on the social condition of the people ?—I do not know 
that it affects us here the same as anywhere else, because the business men are too busy 
to drink much. 

41982. There would seem to be a great deal of drinking in connection with 55 
places ?—You would think so, There is however a floating population always coming 
here, and they do the most of it. I think it is as quiet here on Sunday as in Toronto. 

41985. But taking the question in a broad way, what do you think is the effect of 
the liquor traffic on the business interests of a community? Is it good or bad, beneficial 
or injurious /—I should say that it is beneficial ; at least it is not worse here than any- 
where else. 


By Judge McDonald : 


41984. You have said that in Norfolk they had to increase the price of meals to 
make up for the loss of the bar, and that when they did so, there was opposition /— 
There was opposition raised at once by the very men who advocated the Scott Act. 

41985. In the event of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, do you think 
the brewers and distillers should be compensated for loss of plant and machinery /—I 
should say that in justice they should be compensated. 


FreEpb. CopeE. 
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THOMAS F. McGUIGAN, of Vancouver, on being duly sworn, deposed as 
follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


41986. What position do you occupy ?—I am City Clerk of Vancouver. 

41987. You are appointed by the City Council, I suppose ?— Yes. 

41988. How long have you resided in British Columbia ?—Eight years. 

41989. Have you lived all the time in Vancouver !—No, I was part of the time in 
the mountains, at Donald and Fairwell. 

41990. Did you come here from one of the other provinces !—-From the North-west 
Territories, originally from Perth in Ontario. I have lived in the North-west Territories 
and Manitoba for three years. 

41991. Do you find this community a sober and law-abiding one !/—Yes. 

41992. Have you any duties to perform in connection with the license law ?—No, I 
have nothing to do with it. 

41993. You do not receive the license fees 1—The City Treasurer gets them. 

41994. Speaking as a citizen, do you think the law works satisfactorily ?—I think it 
does so here in comparison with other places. 

41995. Have you observed whether the Sunday closing law is observed ?—It is 
observed very strictly as far as it goes; the town is orderly on Sunday. 

41996. From your knowledge of British Columbia, do you think it would be 
practicable to enforce a general prohibitory law ?—I do not believe it would. 

41997. What would be the difficulty /—My experience of places where liquor was 
prohibited was, that there was almost any amount on hand and it was of the cheapest 
quality ; and further, that there was more of it drunk than when there was a license law. 

41998. Was it cheap to the buyer ?—It was of cheap quality and high price. 

41999. Was it poor quality !—It was very poor ; inost of the liquor was mixed with 
water. 

42000. That was your experience !—Yes, in the North-west Territories, and also in 
the mountains, where liquor was brought, and where no licenses were issued during rail- 
way construction. h 

42001. On what part of the road /—At Donald and also at Laggan. 

42002. Was liquor prohibited under the Public Works Act !—Yes. 

42003. Was liquor brought in /—Yes, it was brought in by different means from 
the south. 

42004. Were efforts made to stop it?—The police were on the watch the whole 
time, but could not prevent it coming into the country. 

42005. Was the quality of the liquor brought over the mountains of the poor qual- 
ity of which you have spoken !—Yes ; as a rule. 

42006. Was any effort at concealment made in regard to bringing it in /—Generally 
it was brought in under cover of night and by the most unfrequented paths. 

42007. Was it concealed in packages containing other goods ?—In butter kegs and 
all that sort of thing. It is also brought in in the shape of Bibles, ete. 

42008. Of what material were the vessels made ?—Of tin. 

42009. You mean they were vessels made to look like Bibles !—Yes. 

42010. You say that a similar state of things prevailed in the mountains /—Yes. 

42011. Was the liquor brought in from the United States, or from parts of Canada, 
or from both !—Liquor that came into the North-west Territories generally came from 
Winnipeg but some came from the south. If you resided out a certain distance, liquor 
came from Fort Macleod. 

42012. The remark you made in regard to bringing in liquor applied, I suppose, to 
bringing in liquor that came by railway or by way of the mountains!—Yes; by both routes. 

42013. So, from your experience and knowledge of this country, you believe a pro- 
hibitory law would be impracticable !—It would be a failure and could not be enforced. 

42014. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, would you deem it 
right that brewers and distillers should be compensated for loss of plant and machinery ? 


_ —I think so, if they were cut off short. 
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By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


42015. Do you think there was more drinking in the North-west Territories under 
prohibition than there was under a license law!—There seemed to be more desire to 
get liquor than there has been in Vancouver, where liquor is free to everybody. 
Every one seemed to be on the lookout for some way of getting it in secretly. 

42016. We have had it in evidence in the North-west Territories, and I think in 
the mountains also, from officials and authorities, that prohibition under the Public 
Works Act during construction days brought about a very excellent state of things and 
prevented a great many disorders that would otherwise have arisen /—I had experience 
in that country, and I found that there was any quantity of liquor consumed. 

42017. Speaking about liquor being brought in in the shape of Bibles: was that 
general /—It was not general, but it was brought in in that way. 

42018. Was there a great deal of disorder among workingmen during the con- 
struction period !—Certainly not. 

42019. Then order was fairly well maintained /—Yes. 

42020. It was only in the towns where liquor was sold as a rule, not where the men 
were working : they would have to come to the towns in order to get liquor /— Yes. 

42021. Did the men drink sufficient liquor to cause them to neglect their work /— 
There were individual cases of that. 

42022. Speaking about liquor in Vancouver, do you think the number of licenses 
might be reduced here with advantage !—I think so, for there are too many. 

42023. You mean there are too many for the size of the town /— Yes. 


GEORGE A. JORDAN, of Vancouver, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


‘ 

42024. What position do you occupy !—I ain Police Magistrate for the city. 

42025, Are you also a Justice of the Peace ?—For the district. 

42026. How long have you resided in British Columbia !—Nearly four years, at 
all events over three and a half years. 

42027. Did you come here from one of the other provinces !—From the town of 
Lindsay, Ontario. 

42028. Are you a barrister /—I am not a barrister in this province. 

42029. Your appointment comes from what authority /—From the Provincial 
Government on the recommendation of the City Council. Formerly the appointment was 
made by the City Council, but the province took over the appointment of Police Magis- 
trates last year. 

42030. Do you find this community to be a sober and law-abiding one?—I do, 
generally speaking. 

42031. How does this community compare with communities east /—It compares 
most favourably. 

42032. I mean with similar communities in eastern Canada ?—Yes. 

42033. I suppose you found a different population here ?—Yes ; we have a very 
cosmopolitan population here. 

42034. Have you many seafaring men here!—Yes, quite a number. 

42035. You have also quite a Chinese population, I suppose ?— Yes. 

42036. Have there been many cases of drunkenness among them /—No, I do not 
think there has been any case of drunkenness before me on the part of the Chinese, not 
that I remember. 

42037. Does the annual report of the police authorities show the number of cases 
coming before your Court and the number of offences ?—There are also monthly reports 
made up by the Clerk of the Court. 

THomas F. MoGuican. 


\ 
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42038. Taking the number of cases that come before you as a whole, what pro- 
portion of the cases would be cases of drunkenness?—I should think the proportion 
would run from 50 to 75 per cent, say 60 per cent. 

42039. Of the cases outside of those charged with drunkenness, what per cent of 
the cases would be indirectly due to it? I refer to cases of disorders and assaults, &e. ! 
—There are a good many due directly, but I could not give a percentage of those due 
indirectly to it; there are a good many due in that way. 

42040. Are you a License Commissioner ?—No, I am not. 

42041. Speaking as a citizen, how do you find the license law to work here /—Very 
well, I think. I have had one or two cases of violation since I came on the Bench, but 
they were with respect to the Sunday Closing Act. 

42042. Where those latterly or on the inception of the law ?—At about the 
inception of the law or a little later. 

42043. Have you reason to believe that there is unlicensed sale in this city ?— 
There have been no cases before us. Of course there might be some that I do not 


know of. 


42044. You have had no prosecutions before you ?—No. 

42045. We understand that your police force consists of 11 men ?—Yes. 

42046. Do you consider that is sufficient for the work they have to do /—Hardly 
sufficient. . 

42047. That force for a city of 20,000 is very small !—It is not sufficient. 

42048. You require some men for patrol duty, I suppose !—Yes, because at times 
there are more ships than at other times, and of course the population is floating. 

42049. Then you are working your men hard ?— Yes. 

42050. Are the police supposed to look after breaches of the license law ’—They 
are supposed to do so. 

42051. If breaches of the license law occur, are they supposed to inform the 
Inspector ?—Yes. I do not know whether that is on the orders or not. 

42052. Have you had any experience of a prohibitory law in any country !—No. I 
was in the County of Victoria when the Scott Act was in force. 

42053. How did it prohibit there /—Very poorly. 

42054. What was the trouble?—There was as much liquor drunk as when there 
was no prohibitory law in force. 

42055. Was there any sale of liquor !—Yes, nearly all the hotels sold and many 
other places which had never sold before. . 

42056. How long was that Act in force /—About three or four years. 

42057. Was it repealed at the end of the term and at the first opportunity the 
the people had !—Yes, it was repealed. } ape y, 

42058. Taking British Columbia as you know it and considering its position and its 
population, do you believe that a general prohibitory law could be practically enforced 
here ?—I do not think it would be practicable to enforce prohibition ; J do not think it 
could be done. ; 

42059. What difficulties would be in the way here ?—In the first place, we are too 
near the boundary. There are a great many vessels coming in and out ot the country 
also, and the country is so large, I think there would be a lot of illicit stills established 
all over the country, and it would require a large force ot men to look atter such a law. 

42060. You understand that what is meant by prohibition is the prohibition of the 
manufacture, importation and sale of alcoholic liquors for beverage purposes, which 
would be accompanied by the right to search persons and houses qe Vea: that is what I 
thought of as prohibition, and I do not think it would be possible to enforce that law. 

42061. Do you think in the event of the adoption of a general prohibitory law, 
brewers and distillers should be compensated for loss of plant and machinery ?—I do, 
certainly. .They are carrying on a legitimate business. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod « 


42062. Could you furnish the Commission with your court record ?—I could. , 
42063. I think you said that from 50 to 75 per cent of the names coming before 


E 02 Ver 
you were for drunkenness pure and simple ! Yes, 
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42064. I suppose your men do not arrest men who are drunk if going home 
peaceably ?—I do not think they are exempt from arrest, because the terms of the§ Statute 
must be complied with. 

42065. But you have no power to impose penalties upon them for simple drun- 
kenness /—No, I have no such power. 

42066. Of the other cases coming before you, what percentage would be due 
indirectly to the liquor traffic and habit “1—T should think between 10 and 15 per cent. I 
have not, however, calculated that, but merely estimated it. 

42067. Has there been an increase or decrease in the number of offences coupled 
with inebriety during your term of office !—I think if anything there has been a decrease, 
or the number stands nearly the same. 

42068. You spoke about the order and sobriety of Vancouver as compared with 
other communities. To what other communities did you refer /—I referred to commu- 
nities in the east. 

42069. Did you mean cities and towns ?—Yes. 

42070. Say Toronto !—Yes. 

42071. You have said that officially you have no knowledge of any illicit sale going on 
in this city ? As a citizen, have you reason to believe there is any going on 1—Yes, I have. 

42072. Have you reason to believe there is illicit sale by licensees, sales during 
pr ohibited hours ?—Such cases have not come within my knowledge. 

42073. You have spoken about the Scott Act having been in ‘force in Ontario. To 
what do you attribute the weak enforcement of the law ?—I think the authorities did 
all they could, but there seemed to be something against the law. The hotels sold and 
some of the parties were fined and imprisoned, and some people who had never sold 
before sold then, and they would start up little places in one way and another. 

42074. Do you think the prohibition of the drink trade in those places increased 
the drinking »—I think people wanted to drink more. 

42075, In speaking of the impracticability of prohibiting the liquor sale in British 
Columbia, you mentioned the boundary line. Is your view of the impracticability based 
upon your knowledge of attempts made to enforce a prohibitory law in other places, or 
your knowledge of this country /—Both. The country is such that it is very easy to 
smuggle, and we are aware that smuggling of opium goes on, and although the autho- 
rities on the other side of the line are also endeavouring to enforce the law, it is very 
difficult to stop the traffic. “I do not see why alcoholic liquor could not be brought in 
the same as opium is brought in to-day. 

42076. Opium smuggling is successfully carried on, I believe !— Yes, I believe so. 

42077. Of course there are seizures made 1—Quite frequently. 

42078. Do you think it would be well to repeal] the law prohibiting opium coming 
in, and pass a law to allow it to come in, and so avoid having it smuggled in !—No, I do 
not think it would be well to allow opium to come in freely. 

42079. What notice do you think it would be well to give brewers and distillers in 
the event of the enactment of a general prohibitory law for Canada !—It would be very 
difficult to judge in regard to that matter, because some of the people in the trade might 
have a very much larger stock to dispose of. 

42080, So you refer to machinery and plant ?—I could hardly say. Not being in 
the business, I could not name the terms. 

42081. You think that at all events some notice should be given them ?—Yes. 

42082. Do you think that brewers and distillers carry on business only from year 
to year. Does not that put the matter on a different footing from other businesses, and 
should they have special advantages granted them /—Not more than other businesses. 

42083. Is it not a fact that a change in the tariff sometimes causes loss to people 
in different businesses or trades !—Yes. 

42084. Have they not a right to receive compensation /—They cannot all get com- 
pensation very well. I do not believe they could be compensated. 


By Judge McDonald : 


42085. In the case of the tariff law, you understand that legislation is indirect and 
is not levied at individuals ?—It is not ae ied at individuals. 
Grorce A. JORDAN. 
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42086. Do you not consider that brewing and distilling are on a different footing 
from other businesses, and that therefore the brewers and distillers should receive com. ° 
pensation !— Yes. 

42087. You are doubtless aware that the brewers and distillers are required to put 
in special machinery whenever the law demands it, and distillers are further required to 
keep their liquor in stock for two years for rectification purposes ?—I am aware of that 
fact. 

42088. In the case of opium, is opium admissible after duty has been paid ?— 
Certainly ; it is a case of revenue in regard to opium. 

42089. But it is not allowed to go into the United States ?—No. 

42090. Not for medicinal purposes /—-Yes, but not for smoking. 

42091. In this country it is allowed !—Yes, the duty is collected. 

42092. In regard t» the number of persons brought before you charged with drun- 
kenness : is the percentage of outsiders the larger ?—Yes. 

42093. Is the large proportion composed of what is called the ‘floating popula- 
tion ’?—Yes, I think so; I had four before me this morning, and all were outsiders. 

42094. They were picked up by the police !—Yes ; they came in on the ships. 

42095. Taking the people as you know them, is the percentage of those who use 
hquor immoderately larger than those who use it moderately ?—I think the larger pro- 
portion would be those who use it moderately. 

42096. Does any large percentage of those who use alcoholic liquors, use them to 
excess /—I think the percentage is a very small one. 

42097. You have spoken of what you saw in Victoria County. What is the effect 
on the community of having a law on vhe statute-book that is persistently and flagrantly 
violated ?—The community fails to respect the law, and the effect is not good. 

42098. Do you think such a law has an educational effect /—Not if it fails to be 
enforced ? 

42099. You think the officials did their duty in Victoria. Had they the sentiment 
of the community behind them to aid them in enforcing the law ; were they backed up 
by public opinion in doing so 1—Pretty well. 

42100. Why, then, was not the law successful ?—I do not know. 

42101. Had it a large backing of public opinion !—I do not think so. 

42102. Taking the entire population, did you find any number of people who 
supported prohibition as a sentiment, yet who did not take any part in looking after it 
or helping along its enforcement !—Certainly ; there were a number of such people. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


42103. When a law is not enforced, whose fault is it ?—The fault of the officials, if 
suppose. 


JAMES McLAREN, Chief Constable of Vancouver, on being duly sworn, deposed 
as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


42104. How long have you resided in British Columbia ?—TI have resided in Van- 
couver since the spring of 1886. . 

42105. Have you resided anywhere else in British Columbia ?—I resided 2 years in 
Victoria before that. 

42106. Did you come from one of the other provinces ’—I came here from Manitoba, 
Ontario is my native province. 

42107. In what county did you live in Ontario ?!—In Lanark. 

42108. Have you anything to do in regard to the working of the license law, and 
in regard to seeing that its provisions are carried out ?—Yes, everything comes under 
my notice, and of course the License Inspector and I work together in this matter. 
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42109. Does the same remark apply to the License Inspector as it does in your” | 
case /—It is the official’s duty to report to me if he sees anything going on out of the way. 

42110. Do you look upon this work as a part of the duty of the municipal police 
as regards carrying out the law ?—Yes. 

42111. How do you find the license law work Hore ‘—Very well. 

42112. So far as your observation goes does the license law appear to be lived up 
to by the licensees !—No far as I can see, the licensees appear to live up to the require- 
ments of the law. 

42113. How about the observance of the Sunday law ?—The observance of the 
Sunday law is very well maintained. 

42114. We were told that when the law came in one or two cases of violation 
occurred /— Yes, we had one or two convictions at first. 

42115. Did they seem to have the effect of stopping violations of the law !—Yes. 
Of course it is a very hard matter for a police officer to go into any of those places in 
order to watch the parties. They know the police officer as soon as they see him, and 
especially if it happens to be during prohibited hours. ’ 

42116. Have you any provision under your charter that requires a bar-room itself 
to be closed during prohibited hours on Sunday /—No. Under the law a man can have 
all the lights he wants in the bar-room during prohibited hours, in fact I believe he is 
compelled to have the lights on. 

42117. Is the bar-room supposed to be locked up ?— Yes. 

42118. Then people may not resort there for the purpose of sale ?—It is all right 
so long as the bar is closed. Some of the houses have screens for the bars. There are, 
of course, houses where there are no sitting rooms and no place in which to sit except 
the bar-room. 

42119. Then the bar-room may remain open for people to sit in?—Yes ; the front 
doors are looked, but in the country the people have often a stove in the bar-r oom and 
they sit there. 

42120. The guests sit there, I suppose !—Yes. 

42121. Does that remark apply to saloons ?—No, they are supposed to be closed up. 

42122. The bar in every case is supposed to be closed !—Yes. 

42123. Then in the winter time the guests and the family sometimes sit in the bar- 
room of an hotel /—There are one or two places of that kind in the town. 

42124. We understand that there are certain prohibited hours during the night on 
week days and at other tinfes when liquor cannot be sold ?—The law contains certain 
prohibitory provisions as regards the hours from Saturday night to Monday morning 
but week nights are not included. ‘The law says that there shall be no sale between il 
o'clock Saturday night and | o’clock Monday morning. 

42125, Have you heard any complaints made as to the quality of the liquor sold in 
those places and as to whether the liquor is adulterated ?—I have not. 

42126. Then no complaints have come to you in regard to that matter /—No. 

42127. Take the city as you have found it and your knowledge of other cities and 
towns, how do you find it compare with other places of similar size as regards orderly 
and sober conduct on the part of the people ?—It compares favourably with any other 
place in which I have lived. 

42128. Take the cases of drunkenness and disorderly conduct with which you have 
to deal : is the large proportion due to visitors and to the floating population /—Most 
of them are due to the floating population. 

42129. Have you had any experience in regard to a prohibitory law ?—No. 

42130. Did you live in Lanark before the Scott Act was adopted /—I was home 
once since I left, and it is 16 years since I left home in the first instance. They had 
the Scott Act in force there at the time I went down, but I did not remain long enough 
among the people to find out how it worked. There were parties who complained then, 
and said that there was more drunkenness among the people than formerly, and that — 
people wanted liquor who never wanted it when “they could go and buy it. 

42131, Lanark Village is a very orderly place, I believe 1 Yes, it is a very small 
place, but the people are very orderly there. 

James McLaren. 
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42132. From your knowledge of British Columbia, do you believe a prohibitory law 
could be practically enforced and carried out ?—I do not. 

42133. What would be the difficulty met with ?—There is a great chance of smug- 
gling in this country by water and by the mountains, and a prohibitory law would be 
very hard to enforce. 

42134. Do you know the extent of the boundary line between the United States 
and Canada !?—No, I do not. 

42135. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, a law to prohibit the 
manufacture, importation and sale of alcoholic liquors for beverage purposes, do you 
think it would be right that brewers and distillers should be compensated for loss of 
plant and machinery rendered useless !—It would be quite a hardship for a man having 
a large plant to have his business shut up. 

42136. Such a prohibitory law would, of course, carry with it the right of search 
both of person and house. Do you think the people of Vancouver would be willing to 
allow such a law to be carried out ?—No, I do not think so; we would have even more 
trouble than to-day. Of course it must be remembered that we have only a small force 
of 11 men. 

42137. Could you form an estimate as to the force that would be required in 
British Columbia to carry out such a law ?—TI could not. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


42138. Is it the duty of the police to watch the licensees to see whether they sell 
after hours or not?—No. There is a provision in our police rules prohibiting policemen 
while on duty from entering saloons. 

42139. So they cannot go into the saloons unless they are sent there?—No. If a 
police officer is found in a saloon while on duty, he is liable to be suspended. 

42140. What is the purpose of that rule ?—I believe it was thought better in the 
first place to have certain restrictions on the men, and in this way prevent any officer 
from drinking. 

42141. Are they considered to be better policemen if they do not drink ?—Perhaps 
that is the idea, to a certain extent. 

42142. Would it be thought a wrong act if a police officer was in the habit of going 
into a saloon ; in your opinion would it affect him as regards discharging his duty ?— 
Some officers, if they had that privilege, would abuse it. The police officer, if in the 
habit of drinking, can obtain all the liquor he wishes, and it will cost him nothing. 
Everybody coming along wishes an officer to drink, and he meets so many he is being 
constantly asked. 

42143. I suppose the saloon-keeper and the hotel-keeper or the proprietor of the 
hotel would be against officers drinking !—I could not say that in regard to hotel or 
saloon-keepers. 

42144. Still the Police Commissioners thought it would be better to prohibit officers 
going into bars while on duty /—That is our rule. 

42145. Is it the duty of the officers to make complaints !—Yes, if they think the 
place is selling after hours. If they find the place is disorderly or anything improper is 
going on, they report to me. 

42146. And you would lay a charge against the licensee /—Yes. 

42147. When the Sunday law came into force there were a few violations of it, we 
understand /—We had two or three ; I could not tell you, from memory, the number. 

42148. But the parties were prosecuted ?— Yes. 

42149. Do you think the effect of enforcing the law is to educate the law breakers? 
—For a time it might. Some violate the law while others live up to it. 

42150. Did we understand you to say that there was no illicit sale of liquor here 
by people not licensed ?!—I could not say that. | 

42151. Do you think there is some illicit sale?—There may be. 

42152. Have you reason to believe there is sale by persons not licensed /—The 
only place, although I have never seen it, would be in the sporting houses, if there is 
liquor sold in that way. , 

42153. Are sporting houses, houses of ill-fame !—Yes. 
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42154. You raid such houses sometimes ?—We raid them occasionally. 

42155. Do you find liquor there !—I never looked for liquor. 

42156. It is observed, however, that there is liquor in those places ?—It is gener- 
ally understood that there is liquor in them. 

42157. Are there many such places in this city /—Quite a few. 

42158. They are not licensed !—No. 

42159. How many would there be in round figures ; 20, 25, 30 or 40 1—I think I 
might safely put the number at 17 or 18. 

42160. Do you think you have a sufficient police force tor the size of this town?— 
It is a small force, the city is scattered and the force is a small one considering the 
ground we have to cover. The men work about 10 hours a day. 

42161. Of the arrests your men have to make, what proportion of them are for 
drunkenness !—I should say 25 per cent. 

42162. Of the other 75 per cent, what proportion of them are traceable to the 
drink habit and the drink traffic!—I am only speaking from memory, but I should say 
25 per cent are due not to drunkenness altogether, but are cases in which drunkenness 
was an element. 

. 42163. Of assaults, are any of them due to the drink shops and drink habit !— 
Some of them are, most of them are. We do not have any trouble in the licensed houses 
however, but the people come out on the streets. 

42164. Do you think there has been a decrease or increase in disorderly conduct ? 
—I think our police records show not very much increase during the last two or three 
years. I think the number has probably increased, taking a number of years, but the 
town has been growing all the time. 

42165. What is the rule in regard to your men making arrests. If a man is drunk 
but going quietly home, do you ar rest’ him or leave him alone 1—_My orders to my men 
are that if a man is simply drunk and is quiet, and he is going home, to leave him alone. 
Those are my orders. 

42166. Then if a man is dr fae and disorderly and incapable and cannot go home, 
you run him in ?—Yes, in order to protect him. 

42167. Ne hore many men who are so intoxicated that you are obliged to take 
them in ; are there many who create disturbance and whom you are compelled necessarily 
to arrest ?—-No, I do not know about that. Of course you will say that a citizen going 
home pretty full is creating a disturbance; but it is pretty hard to say whether that 
man had a couple of drinks of hot Scotch in him or not. 

42168. Something has happened to him, I suppose?—He might feel good and be 
elated. 

42169. Do you find many of those cases !/—Not many. 

42170. Do you find so many that they are arrested for creating disturbances !— 
Those cases do not come so much under our notice as cases of men creating regular dis- 
turbances. 


James McLAREN 
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MURDOCK G, McLEOD, of Vancouver, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald : 


42171. What position do you occupy !—I am License Inspector, also J aller, and 
also Clerk of the Police Court. = 

42172. Is there a city lock-up !—Yes. 

42173. How long have you resided in British Columbia !—Four years last Sep- 
tember. 

42174. Have you resided all that time in Vancouver ?— Yes. 

42175. Did you come here from one of the other provinces originally ?—Yes, from 
the County of Bruce, Ontario. 

42176. Do you find this community to be a sober and law-abiding one and to com- 
pare favourably with others in which you have lived ?—I think it compares very 
favourably. 

42177. How long have you been License Inspector !—Since 22nd of last March. 

42178. How long have you been Keeper of the Jail !—Since 17th February, 1891. 

42179. How long have you been Clerk of the Police Court ?—I think since last 
June. 

42180. Weunderstand that the Clerk of the Police Court makes up monthly returns 
ot the cases tried !—Yes. 

42181. As License Inspector, what are the duties !-—-To see that licenses are properly 
issued and that licensees properly observe the law. I think those are my duties. 

42182. Do you examine premises to see that proper accommodation is provided for 
travellers /—Yes. 

42183. How often is that examination made?—I have only made it once. 

42184. Do we understand that you will now make it every two years ?—TI intend 
to make it at the expiration of the term for which the license fees have been paid, and 
that is before 30th September. 

42185. How long do the licenses run /—Really a year, but generally half a year. 

42186. Have you had any new licenses issued since you came into office ?—We 
have had some new ones issued. 

42187. We understand that under your ¢tharter it is necessary for an applicant to 
have a petition signed by a certain number of a certain class of voters ?—I think so. 

42188. Is it your duty to see to the carrying out of the Sunday provisions of the 
law ?—Yes. 

42189. How is that Sunday law observed ?— Fairly well. 

42190. Latterly there have been no charges made ?—No charges have been made 
for some time. 

42191. Have there been no cases sent to the Inspector to prosecute !—Three. 

42192. Were those cases when the law first came into force ?— Yes. 

42193. Did you secure convictions !—Yes. 

42194. Since then you have not had any prosecutions ?—No. 

42195. Have you reason to believe that there is unlicensed sale in the city /—There 
may be in houses of prostitution. 

‘42196. Have you had any experience of a prohibitory law !—Yes, during the pro- 
hibition period in Bruce. 

42197. How long were you there during that period !—Most of the time. 

42198. How did the law work?—A man who wanted liquor could get as much 
under prohibition as he could get under a license law. 

42199. So liquor was for sale ?Yes, in open bar rooms in our village. 

42200. What village was that ?—Ripley. 

42201. Are you able to say, from your own knowledge of the country, that liquor 
. was sold in as many places under the Scott Act as it was sold under the License Act !— 
T could not say, but I think you will find it was sold in more places. 

42202. Do you know how long that continued ?—TI think during the full period. 

42203. When the opportunity was offered to the people, was the Act renewed or 


repealed ?—The Act was repealed. 
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42204. From your knowledge of British Columbia, do you think a prohibitory law 
for the whole Dominion could be practically enforced here !—I do not think so, compar- 
ing the class of people with those of the east. 

42205. In making that answer did you take into consideration the geographical 
position of the country and the extent of coast line and boundary line ?—1I did take that 
into ecg en 

2206. Would you apprehend that smuggling could be carried on in regard to 
ee in liquor here from other countries /—I should look upon the matter in this 
way ait the people could not smuggle it in, they would obtain it in some other way, and 
they would make it themselves. 

42207. In the event of a general prohibitory law, a law to prohibit the manufac- 
ture, importation and sale of alcoholic liquors for beverage purposes, do you think it 
would be right to compensate brewers and distillers for “loss. of plant and machinery 
rendered useless? You understand that they are required by departmental regulations 
to put in certain expensive machinery, and further that distillers have to keep their 
liquor in stock for two years for rectification purposes?—I think they should receive 
compensation. 

42208. Liquors in bond would be entirely useless in that event !—Yes. 

42209. Of course that law would not prohibit the importation of alcohol for 
medicinal purposes and for sacramental purposes, but you must remember that the stock 
on hand would be very much larger than would be needed for such purposes. Of course 
all this must be taken into account in framing your answer !—I think they should be 
compensated. 

42210. State to the Commission any suggestions you could make, from your 
experience of the license law, that would be beneficial /—I do not know that I could do 
so. Weare labouring here under difficulties in connection with the position of the city, 
and of course the houses here are of an inferior class owing to the fact this is a new city. 
That condition, however, is gradually passing away. We now have a first-class hotel 
here, and there are also some very poor ones that were started in the early days. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : * 


42211. You think the Sunday law is very well observed ?—Fairly well. 

42212. Then do you think there are some infractions of that law ?—I have no 
doubt that there are some infractions. F 

42213. Do you think the cases you have spoken of in which the penalty’ was 
imposed, had a good effect in educating the parties not to violate the law?—I should 
think so. 

42214. Is it the duty of the police to see that the Sunday law is observed ?—I should 
think if they saw violations of the law going on that it was their duty to report to the 
Chief of Police such violations. 

42215. Do you know whether it is part of the duty of the police officers to watch 
for violations of the law !—I think so, because that is a by-law of the city, and it, as 
well as other by-laws, requires to be looked after ; and it is certainly part of the duty of 
the police to see that the by-laws are observed. 

42216. Are there cases in your city in which applicants for license require to have 
a petition signed /—There are not. 

42217. Do they simply make application to the Board of Commissioners, and does 
the Board issue licenses at discretion /—Exactly. 

42218. Does the Board require you and your men to inquire into the character of 
applicants !—Yes ; I have to make a report of the premises for which a license is sought, 
and also as to the character of the applicant. 

42219. Have any applicants been refused licenses ?—There have been. 

42220. Was the ground of refusal, inadequacy of accommodation or because of the 
doubtful character of the applicant /—Because the licenses were all taken up. 

42221. You spoke of unlicensed sale in houses of ill-fame. Has no attempt been 
made to prevent that unlicensed sale ?—I do not think so. 

42222. Why not ?—I do not know ; the thing has been going on in the city ever 
since I came. 

Murpock G. McLeop. 
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42223. Is it your duty as License Inspector, or is it the duty of the police to look 
up such cases /—We work together, and it is the duty of both of us. 

42224, Would you feel that somebody had neglected his duty in not having inter- 
fered with those cases ?—I do not know. 

42225. Would it not be well to make an attempt to check unlicensed sale rather 
than issue more licenses ; or would it be better to issue licenses?—I do not know, 
‘ because it would give people more liberty to frequent those places. I do not think it 
would be well to license such houses to sell liquor, because it would seem to give liberty 
to persons to frequent those places. It would be well to make an attempt to stop them. 

42226. Is there equal effort made to stop illicit sale in other places as there is in 
those places /—Certainly there is, and more. iS 

42227. Who exercises the discretion in those matters !—I cannot tell. 

42228. Do you think license regulates the trade ?—Yes, I think it does. 

42229. It does not in those places ?—No, it does not. 

42230. You have, we understand, about 50 licensed places here ?—There are 55 
licensed places, I believe. 

42231. And are there 18 unlicensed ?—I cannot say. 

42232. Are there more than one-third ?—I cannot say. 

42233. What is the total license revenue of the city /— The amount is estimated as 
$18,400 for this year. 

42234. What is the ordinary fee for an hotel license ?—$200. 

42235. And for a saloon license !—$500 a year. 

42236. And for a wholesale license /—$100 a year, and for shop license $400 a year. 

42237. Is ashop license allowed to be carried on in connection with the sale of 
groceries !— Nothing is allowed but liquor and tobacco. Liquor is not allowed to be sold 
by the glass, but by the bottle, not less than one pint. 

42238. How many shop licenses are there /—Seven. 

42239. You are also keeper of the jail, we understand !— Yes. 

42240. How many prisoners have you under your charge from week to week ?—I 
have an average of 10 or 12. I have my report for 1890 with me. The total number 
charged with drunkenness was 232 out of a total of 786. 

42241. 232 were imprisoned for drunkenness /— Yes. 

42242. Of the other 554, how many were imprisoned for offences connected with 
the drink habit and traffic, directly or indirectly ?—I should say the estimate given 
by the Chief of Police was true ; 25 per cent were for drunk and disorderly and incap- 
ability ana other 25 per cent were for offences traceable to drink. 

42243. To what class of offences would the remainder belong ?!—They were offences 
against the by-laws and various other offences. bs 

42244. For instance, I suppose you have a classification something like this which 
was given in the New Westminster report: assaults ; assaults with intent to do bodily 
harm, breaches of the peace, fighting with concealed weapons, disorders on the streets, 
frequenting houses of ill-fame, keeping houses of ill-fame, larceny, selling intoxicating 
liquors to Indians, &c., &c. Are your cases classified in that way ?—Yes. 

42245. Of the cases which I have read, would you consider any percentage of them 
connected directly or indirectly with the drink trade ?—In all probability most of 


them are. 


By Judge McDonald : 


42246. You have spoken about houses of ill-repute in this city. Do you think the 
existence of such places is due to the floating population of the city /—I should think so. 

42247. You mean that it is probably due to the fact that this is a seaport. In 
regard to liquors being sold in those places, is it more than a supposition on your part 
that this is done ?—It is a supposition. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 
42248. Do you believe there is sale ?—I certainly do. 
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HARRY ABBOTT, of Vancouver, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald : 


42249. I understand you are General Superintendent of the Pacific division of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway Company !—Yes. 

42250. How long have you lived in British Columbia ?—I have been here since the 
winter of 1885-86. 

42251. Have you resided in Vancouver during all that time?!—The first year 
I was at Port Moody part of the time, and I have been here subsequently. 

42252. During all that time, you have been General Superintendent of the Pacific 
division of the Canadian Pacific Railway !—Yes. 

42253. Did you come here originally from one of the other provinces /—I came 
here from the Province of Ontario. I came from Brockville. 

42254. Taking this community as you have found it, do you think it is composed 
of a sober and orderly class of people !—Yes, I think so. 

42255 How does it compare with other communities ?’—It will compare very 
favourably with communities in which I have lived. 

42256. Have you had any reason to observe the working of the license law here /— 
T have had some occasion to see how it worked. 

42257. And how in your opinion has it worked ?—Fairly well. J think perhaps 
there is too much laxity in granting licenses. They are occasionally granted to people 
who should not have them, and who have not the accommodation called for in the Act. 

42258. The last witness has said that there was difficulty, owing to the fact that 
some houses obtained licenses in the early days and they are continued. Are any of the 
houses to which you refer of that class?—I could not say. I understand that the 
issuing of licenses takes place yearly, and I do not see any reason why any greater 
privileges should be granted to the old timers than to new applicants. 

42259. Have you observed whether the Sunday law is observed by licensed houses 4 
—Only generally. 

42260. What has been your observation /——I consider the law is fairly well enforced. 
T see no drunkenness about the streets, and that is all I am able to judge from. 

42261. Have you had any experience of a prohibitory enactment in any country ! 
—Yes. J have had occasion to be in the State of Maine a good deal, and the Maine 
law is not enforced. 

42262. You say you have been in Maine ?—Yes; I had occasion to go down there. 
T had charge of the last section of the Grand Trunk to Island Pond, and afterwards I 
had the contract for the maintenance of way on the Grand Trunk Railway. TI had occa- 
sion to go to Portland very often. 

42263. What experience did you have in regard to the Maine law ?—I think my 
experience was unfavourable to the law ; that is to say that anybody could get liquor at 
any time and anywhere almost when he wanted it, but it was of very poor quality. 

42264, Do you know whether liquor was carried over the Grand Trunk Railway to 
any extent /—I could not say as to that. 

42265. You know that in the State of Maine, individuals are allowed to have all the 
liquor they want in their own cellars and to give it to their friends ?— Yes. 

42266. Could people bring in liquor and sell it ?— Yes, surreptitiously. For instance, 
a man could have a room which any one could enter, and after taking all the liquor the 
visitors wanted they would be expected to leave a certain sum of money on the table. 
That was the common way. 

42267. Were there any places where there were open bars ?—I could not say. 

42268. Have you had experience of a prohibitory law anywhere else?—No. No 
further than the prohibition that was enforced by the Dominion Act for the preservation 
of the peace on railways ; that was on railway construction at Sudbury, on the Cana- 
dian Pacific Railway, section 15. I had charge of 150 men at first and afterwards of 
the whole district between Sudbury and Port Arthur. 

42269. The Public Works Act applied to the railway under construction, I sup- 
pose /— Yes. 

Harry ABBOTT, 
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42270. Was it your duty to look after the enforcement of it ?—Yes. 

42271. How was it carried out '‘—Very inefficiently I am afraid, although we did 
our best to carry it out. We could not prevent liquor coming in. 

42272. You had officers under your charge ?—Yes, constables along the line. 

42273, What was the difficulty in regard to preventing liquor coming in ?—It was 
brought in in various ways. 

42274. State some of the ways!—On one occasion a quantity of potatoes came in. 
I had a suspicion that liquor would be brought in at the same time, and I sent a constable 
to examine the cargo, and he reported that there was nothing but potatoes in the car. 
I went myself, and we opened some of the barrels and found kegs of spirituous liquors 
inside of the barrels of potatoes. There were 18 or 20 barrels when we examined the car, 
and some had been sold on the way. 

42275. Were there any other modes used ?—Yes. Another plan was—and this plan 
was adopted on several occasions—to have manufactured jackets of tin, fitting close to 
the body with space of two or three inches between that and an outer covering of the 
barrel, and in this space liquor was kept. Another plan was to bring liquor inside of 
dressed hogs, and in oil cans, the cans being labelled “coal oil.” There were, of course, 
other modes, but these are some of the few regularly adopted. 

42276. Did you honestly endeavour to suppress the smuggling of liquor 1—Yes. 

42277. Did you find it impossible to do so 1—Yes. 

42278. We had evidence at Winnipeg from a gentleman who was a contractor on 
section 15, Mr. Sifton, to the effect that with one or two constables he found it easy to 
thoroughly enforce the provisions of the Act on the section of road which he built ?—I 
do not know that section, and unless it is situated very peculiarly, and unless he possessed 
unusual facilities for stopping smuggling, I should be wery much inclined to doubt his 
statement. 

42279. Had you any difficulty in regard to men getting in liquor on your section ! 
—The men were determined to get it, and many methods were adopted for doing so. 
These I have described to some extent, although of course I do not know, as a matter of 
fact, that liquor was brought in. I suppose many cases occurred which were not dis- 
covered. I know that liquor was brought in, from the results. 

42280. Supposing a Dominion prohibitory law was enacted, do you think brewers 
and distillers shoula be remunerated for loss of plant and machinery. You understand 
that brewers and distillers are compelled by law to provide certain machinery, and are 
called upon, by departmental regulations from time to time, to make changes, and also 
that distillers are required to keep their liquor in stock for two or three years for recti- 
fication purposes !—That is a subject of which I have no very great knowledge, but in my 
opinion it would only be fair if what is legal trade now should be made illegal, that the 
parties who are interested and who have capital invested should be compensated. 

42981. It is urged by some that in case of changes in the tariff merchants may be 
affected in business and no compensation is allowed them ?—I think the two cases are 
hardly parallel. The importer’s business might be more or less injured, but it would not 
be injury such as the manufacturer of liquors would suffer. 

42282. It is urged again, that under the law the brewers and distillers are only li- 
censed from year to year. On the other hand, it is urged that the licenses are practically 
renewed year after year !/—The manufacturers have made an outlay which may be rendered 
useless by a prohibitory law. 

42283. Have you, in your line of duty, had to do a great deal with travellers !—Yes. 

42284. In case of the enactment of a law prohibiting the manufacture, importation 
and sale of alcoholic liquor for beverage purposes, it would have the effect of preventing 
private individuals bringing liquors /—Yes. 

42285. The enactment of such a law would necessarily carry with it the right of 
domiciliary visit and search of person. What effect would that have on travel !—I think 
it would have a deleterious effect to some extent. 

42286. We have heard that in the North-west Territories, where such a law was in 
force, a considerable difficulty was experienced on account of people bringing in liquor 
on the Pullman cars on your railway !—I only know that generally. 
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42287. Has your Company any regulations in regard to the use of liquor by men in 
its employ /— Yes. 

42288. You do notallow drinking men to enter the employ of the company!—No. 

42289. Is the question “are you a total abstainer” asked men when they apply for 
situations !—No. 

42290. Could you say from your knowledge whether the employees of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway are total abstainers /—No, they are very far from it, I am sorry to say, 
because occasionally cases occur which show that they are not. 

42291. Have you many employees who, while not total abstainers, are able and 
efficient officers !—Yes. 

42292. Men who take liquor in moderation, and in moderation only /—Yes. 

42293. And are reliable men ?—Perfectly so. It is the exception, I am glad to say, 
to find men who take liquor to excess. In fact, we do not keep men if they make a 
practice of it. 

42294. Are there any suggestions that you canoffer tothe Commission !/—No. So far 
as the Province of British Columbia is concerned, I think the present system is a very 
good one, if it were properly enforced, especially if it were surrounded by some few fur- 
ther restrictions. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


42295. Speaking about railway construction prohibition: do you think if the trade 
had been licensed along the line, there would have been more or less consumption of 
liquor ?—I do not know that there would have been more consumption, but I think it 
would have been more easily kept track of, and there would have been a better class of 
liquor sold. 

42296. Do you think the fact that men resorted to such expedients as you have 
mentioned shows that liquor had some grip on the men, so as to lead them to resort to 
such strange ways of obtaining liquor ?—The law had such a grip that it necessitated 
this being done on the sly, the liquor being smuggled. 

42297. What class of men resorted to those expedients ’—They were the class of 
men that usually follow railway construction ; I do not know that they can be called a 
class by themselves. All kinds of crimes follow the introduction of liquor by those 
men. 

42298. Did you observe that there was much disorder among the men along the 
line of construction /—It was to some extent spasmodic. When they got liquor there 
was disorder. In fact it amounted to so much at one time that we had to call the pro- 
vincial police to our aid. It was at Biscotasing that the riot was. J remember a 
bullet was shot through my bed-room on one occasion. 

42299. We had it in evidence in Winnipeg and .also throughout the North-west, 
and I think Commissioner Herchmer and others agreed with the evidence, that prohibi- 
tion under the Public Works Act had a very marked effect in preventing disturbances 
that would naturally occur among a large body of railway men?—I think it had that 
effect, but it did not afterwards prevent disturbances. 

42300. Speaking about personal search on the cars. We have it in evidence that 
Pullman cars were used for smuggling purposes throughout the mountains. Have you 
any knowledge of that ?—I have no knowledge of it. 

42301. Are passengers searched under the customs law for contraband goods? 
——Not passengers going from one province to another. 

42302. But when coming from the United States into this country ?—Yes; the 
baggage is examined at the boundary line, 

42303. Is the hand baggage examined also ?—I think all baggage is examined. As 
regards personal examination, that is not always done. 

42304. Is that different from the search that would be necessary in the event of 
the adoption of a general prohibitory law for the Dominion ?—I suppose the same thing. 

42305. Does that search deter travel /—No; I do not think liquor would be apt to 
come in that way, except as carried by travellers. I do not think the carrying of a bot- 
tle of liquor by an individual on the cars is apt to do much harm to the community. 
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42306. It would not be regarded as an offence by the Customs authorities any 
more than is at the present time the importation of any small article for personal use? 
—Probably not. 

42307. Speaking about the Canadian Pacific Railway Company’s rules: while ap- 
plicants, for positions are not asked whether they are total abstainers or not, is it a fact 
that your rules are quite rigid as to the drinking habits of the employees?—They are 
not rigid to the extent of prohibiting absolutely a man taking drink, but we give distinct 
preference to men who are known to be sober, steady men. 

42308. Take this case for instance : Two men apply to you for the position of tele- 
graph operator or train despatcher. They are equal in many respects as regards ability. 
One is known to have the drink habit ; he never gets drunk, but he drinks. The other 
is a total abstainer. Would you give the preference to a total abstainer?—If a man 
was known to have the drink habitit would be natural to suppose that he would drink 
to excess, and certainly preference would be given to the other man. 


By Judge McDonald : 


42309. It would be well to define the drink habit. You know that 4aman making 
application to you for position, as asuperintendent, does occasionally take drink ; you 
know that another man is not a drinking man at all. These men are equal in ability. 
Would you give the preference to one man over the other on that ground ?—No; I think 
I would be guided in that case by the efficiency of the men, and I would select the more 
efficient man. There must be some difference, the men cannot be exactly alike. One 
might write a better hand even than the other. But the fact that one man takes liquor 
in moderation while the other is a total abstainer, would not have any weight. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


42310. A Superintendent of the Canadian Pacific Railway stated the case in this 
way: Two men apply for a certain position. One is qualified in all respects for the posi- 
tion, but he is known to take liquor occasionally, although he never gets drunk. The 
other man is not quite so good a man, but he is a total abstainer. The Superintendent 
said he would not hesitate a moment in choosing the total abstainer. When asked his 
reason he said, while the one man might never intend to drink to excess, he might do 
so, while in the other case there was no danger.—Of course, that depends altogether 
on the degree to which a man drinks. . 

42311. Are many men discharged from the Company’s service on account of drink- 
ing —We have occasionally some such cases. 

42312. If a train conductor or a train despatcher were known to frequent bar-rooms, 
would he be regarded with suspicion ?—They are watched. 

42313. Do your rules, and the enforcement of them, have the effect of preventing 
your men falling into drinking habits /—I think they have a certain effect. 

42314. Is this rule of the Company a purely business one ?—I think it is. 

42315. Are we to understand that the Company adopt this rule regarding the use 
of liquor and its dangers, from a purely business point of view ?—I would put the word 
‘abuse ” instead of “use.” I do not think it would make much difference if a reliable 
man. took a glass once in awhile and never took it to excess ; that would not render him 
unreliable. While we regard the use of liquor as a very objectionable habit in a man, 
still we do not regard it as an article to be prohibited entirely. 

492316. Does the fact that an employee is known to frequent drinking places and 
the further fact that the Company thinks that use may lead to abuse, cause the use to 
be considered dangerous !——Certainly. 
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JOSEPH E. MILLAR, of Vancouver, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald: 


42317. What position do you hold ?—I am Collector of Inland Revenue. 

42318. What is your district ?—My district covers the whole of the mainland of 
British Columbia. 

42319. You are from the County of Leeds, I believe !—Yes, from Brockville. 

42320. How long have you lived in British Columbia ?— About 3 years and 4 months. 

42321. Before that time I suppose you lived elsewhere in Ontario /—I lived 6 years 
in Ontario, in five different places, and so I have seen most of the province. 

42322. Where else have you lived in British Columbia than Vancouver?—I 
have travelled over my district that is all. 

42323. What are your duties as Inland Revenue Collector with regard to intoxi- 
cating liquors ?— All liquor here is handled in bond. We have no manufacture of liquors 
on the mainland, no distilling is done on the mainland, although we have 5 breweries ; 2 
at Westminster, 2 at Revelstoke, and 1 at Nelson. One of the breweries at Revelstoke 
has been dropped. Then we have three breweries here, and they have become more 
extensive as the smaller ones have been dropped. So there are 3 in Vancouver proper, 
2 in Westminster, | at Revelstoke and 1 at Nelson. 

42324, Are all those within your district /—Yes. 

42325. Is the output extensive, taking them altogether /—Yes ; the beer trade has 
been increasing during the last 3 years. 

42326. Does this include lager beer /—Yes, and steamed beer. 

42327. What is that ?—It is a heavier beer, and on that account will keep better 
than other beer. 

42328. Do you have to inspect those breweries !— Yes. 

42329. Have you any figures with you showing the total output /—I can give you 
the figures for the last two years. They are as follows. Our fiscal year ends July. The 
output was for 1890-91, 185,755 gallons, 1891-92, 193,510 gallons. 

42330. Does that include all kinds of beer !—Yes. 

42331. Have you a statement of the revenue derived /—I can give you a statement. 

42332. How many gallons have been brought in ?—During the season of 1890-91, 
there were 30,619 gallons ; 1891-92, 34,876, an increase of 4,000 gallons. Taken from 
warehouse in 1890-91, 22,421 gallons ; 1891-92, 32,267 gallons. 

42333. What about wines /—I have nothing to do with them. 

42334. Are those spirits manufactured in Ontario ?—Yes, in Toronto and Windsor. 

42335. As a citizen, have you observed the working of the license law here /—Yes, 
I have given the matter some attention ! 

42336. How do you find it work ?— Very well; but I would favour the imposition 
of heavier license fees in order to have a better class of men in the trade. 

42337. Do you mean a better class of houses ?’—There are too many shacks, old 
houses that were built here in the first place, and I think there are too many licenses 
issued here. 

42338. Do you think there are more than are necessary !—Yes. 

42339. We have been told that under the city by-laws the saloons will be diminished 
one by one until they drop out altogether /—Yes. 

42340. Is that desirable /—I do not think a saloon is very desirable. 

42341. If you were called upon to abolish either the saloon or the hotel bar, 
which would you drop !—I should certainly drop the saloon. 

42342. Have you had any experience of a prohibitory law 7—Not except what I 
saw of the Scott Act in Brockville. I know nothing, however, as to the working of it. 

42343. Have you been here long enough to be able to form an. opinion as to 
whether a prohibitory law could be satisfactorily enforced in British Columbia ?’—I am 
of the opinion that it could not. We have such an extent of territory here that it 
would become practically a dead letter. Then the chances of smuggling by water are 
quite extensive. 

JosepH KE. MiLiar. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, BRITISH COLUMBIA. 629 


42344. Have you any illicit manufacture of liquor going on in this province !—We 
have had only one case in Vancouver. 

42345. We have been told the manner in which Indians manufacture liquor.—The 
same thing has been stated to me here. I do not think it is possible that the Indians 
manufacture liquor in that way ; for this reason: It is stated that they use kelp as a 
worm. The heat passing through this worm must necessarily contract the kelp, and they 
could not use it, at all events more than once. 

42346. Have you had any experience in regard to this matter /—No ; I have simply 
heard this as hearsay. 

42347. Are there any suggestions drawn from your official experience with the 
liquor traffic that you can make to the Commission ?—No. 

42348. Take this subject as viewed from your own standpoint, what is your 
opinion !—I think the traffic is being dealt with ina proper manner now, and I do not 
think it is possible to make any improvements. 

42349. In case of the enactment of a law prohibiting the manufacture, importation 
and sale of alcoholic liquors for beverages, do you think it would be right to compensate 
brewers and distillers for loss of plant and machinery rendered useless !—I certainly do. 
The business has been legalized and a very heavy outlay has been made. The brewer 
has not as much difficulty as a distiller ; he gets in his malt duty paid and supervision is 
almost unnecessary. 

42350. Brewers do not have tc keep their liquor in stock for a certain length of 
time ?—-No; they can send it out at once. 

42351. And what is the position of distillers?—They are altogether different. 
Everything is done in bond ; from the time the mash leaves the tuns until the spirit is 
produced, their liquor is under the law. There has to be special machinery for the purpose, 
and everything is done under bond. Up to 1889, the distillers could send their liquor 
out immediately, but now they have to keep it for two years for purposes of recti- 
fication. 

42352. How is it controlled /—It is under the supervision of Government officers. 
The liquor is in evaporating tanks, which frequently contain something like 30,000 
gallons, and afterwards it is passed directly to the rectifier, where it is allowed to remain 
for some time. Formerly the distiller was not allowed a percentage, because the duty 
was charged on the total quantity and no loss was allowed. Now the Government allows 
a certain percentage. A distiller can keep his liquor in bond for 7 years maturing, and 
of course he has to keep it for two years. Up to seven years he is allowed a certain 
percentage for evaporation, which is deducted from the original charge for purposes of 
duty. For the lst year they are allowed 6 per cent, for the 2nd 4 per cent, for the 3rd 
year 3 per cent, and for the 4th, 5th, and 6th years 2 per cent each. So there is a great 
deal of capital, of course, locked up in a distillery. 

42353. How are the licenses issued in this province /— Yearly. 

42354. Have you ever known a case in which a license toa distiller was cancelled ? 
—The department do not cancel licenses except for some irregularity. If a man’s pre- 
mises are all right in the first place and the business is conducted all right, he is sure 
to get his license. 

42355. So to speak of a distiller or brewer obtaining his license from year to 
year is a misnomer /—Yes. in, 

42356. He really possesses his license continuously !—Yes. It is true that his license 
expires at a certain date, but as soon as he pays the license fee it is at once renewed, 
and he continues his business during the following year. Take the distillery of Gooder- 
ham and Worts, in Toronto: We have eight officers doing nothing but looking after 
the premises. There are restrictions as regards the spirit reservoirs so that the depth 
will show on a certain gauge. In other words, one day’s refining must represent a cer- 
tain depth of the reservoirs. Then all the connections between the still and the reser- 
voir must be closed and sealed as well as the joints and all the openings. which are locked 
with special locks and sealed. Of course very heavy expenditure is involved in starting 
a distillery, especially with the two years’ limit now attached to it as regards the rectifi- 
cation of spirits, and of course it is almost impossible for any man to start this business 
unless he is possessed of almost unlimited capital. 
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42357. In the event of Parliament enacting a law to prohibit the manufacture, 
importation and sale of alcoholic liquors for beverage purpose, do you think there would 
be much plant rendered useless ?—In the distilleries, but not in breweries. 

42358. Would the machinery itself be a heavy loss !—Most of it. 

42359. And in a brewery certain parts of it would be a loss !—Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


42360. You have spoken about there being a large increase in the consumption of 
beer. Do you know whether there has been a decrease in the consumption of spirits /— 
There has been a decreased consumption of spirits per capita. 

42361. Do you think the diminution of the consumption of spirits here corresponds. 
with the increase in the output of beer /—I think so. 

42362. Have you any figures which show that !—There is another point which I 
should like to bring to the attention of the Commission. Until two years ago the whole 
province here was dependent on Victoria, more or less. The Victoria merchants had, 
and still have, what we call the monopoly of the trade, but gradually we have got our 
own, and now the people do not have to obtain their supplies in Victoria. You can 
form an estimate as to an increase or decrease from the figures shown during the past 
two years as compared with formerly. 

42363. Is there no way of determining the matter /—You can only arrive at a con- 
clusion by taking the whole return for the province. 

42364. You say there are 2 breweries in Vancouver !— Yes. 

42365, Why is this whole business done under the law !—Because there might be 
fraud. 

42366. Then there is fraud ?—I should say so. 

42367. There are officers stationed in the building. You have stated that there 
are no less than 8 in the premises of Gooderham. Do you think it is in the interests 
of a distiller to have such a law ?—I think so. At the same time I think we have 
better liquor now than we had previously. 

42368. How is the quality of the liquid estimated ?—The bulk of the liquor, 
take for example Walker’s whisky, comes here in bond and it bears the Government 
stamp over the cork. So it is guaranteed so far as that can be done. 

42369. You have spoken about higher license fees being needed, in your opinion, in 
Vancouver. What would be the effect /—I think it would have the effect of keeping 
out of the business not very desirable people. 

42370._Are the people in the business now not respectable /—It would make them 
more respectable. 

42371. We understand that the Board of License Commissioners determines as to 
the granting of the licenses, and that a report is made as to the character of the appli- 
cant as well as the condition of the premises !—The license question is one to which J 
have not given very deep thought, for the reason that it has not come under my obser- 
vation very much. 

42372. You have also said that it would be better to have fewer licenses issued ?— 
Yes. 

42373. In your opinion would there be less sale if there were fewer licenses issued 4 
-—I do not think it would materially affect the trade ; at the same time, it would give 
a better guarantee as to the quality of the liquor sold. 

42374. Speaking of saloons and hotels. Is the saloon far less desirable than the 
hotel bar !—-All hotels are required to furnish accommodation as well as dispense liquor, 
while the saloon is simply a bar. 

42375. You mean that the saloon is established simply for drinking purposes /— 
Yes. 

42376. Some people take this view as between the two, that the hotel is really the 
more dangerous. The case is put in this way: that a man who goes to a saloon has 
the habit pretty firmly fixed and does not care who sees him go in. But young men go 
to hotels, to see a friend on business, and afterwards they drop into the bar, or they may 
go there under the pretense of wishing to read the newspapers. In this way it is 
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argued the hotel bar is really more dangerous than the saloon. Have you thought of 
the matter in that light ?—I have not given it much attention; in fact I do not see it 
in that light. 

42377. So you still think the hotel bar is preferable to the saloon !—Yes. 

42378. In the event of the saloons being abolished, what would become of the peo- 
ple who frequent them ’—That is an open question. 

42379. Would that not be really prohibition as regards a certain class?—No, I 
think not. 

42380. Would they resort to the hotels for drink ?—They would have to do so. 

42381. Then would the hotel bar become what the saloon is now?—Not to the 
same extent, for the surroundings would be better. 

42382. You think prohibition could not be enforced in British Columbia. Do you 
think it could be fairly well enforced throughout Canada ?—There are provinces in the 
East that have practically prohibition to-day. I think if there was a prohibitory law 
enacted there would be greater smuggling and other violations of the law than there are 
to-day. 

42383. Do you think that a general prohibitory law would have a better chance of 
being enforced than a local prohibitory law ?—I think so. 

42384. If a general prohibitory law were fairly well enforced, do you believe that 
it would have any good effect /—I fancy it might do away with some of the present 
machinery. 

42385. Do you believe that the evils resulting from the prohibitory law would be 
as great or greater than the evils that result from the established drink trade !—They 
might, in some lines ; generally I do not think they would. 


FREDERICK SCHOFIELD, of Vancouver, on being duly sworn, deposed as 
follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


42386. What is your profession or occupation /—I am a solicitor of Ontario, and a 
Magistrate in this province. 

42387. Are you a District Magistrate !—Yes. 

42388. From whom does your appointment as Magistrate come ?—From the Pro- 
vincial Government. 

42389. How long have you lived in British Columbia ?—Very nearly five years. 

42390. Have you lived all that time in Vancouver /—Yes. 

42391. Did you come here from one of the other provinces!—I came here from 
Ontario, from the County of Leeds and Grenville. 

42392. Have you any official duties in connection with carrying out the license 
law /—As a Magistrate, I sometimes have to certify as to the respectability of appli- 
cants for licenses. 

42393, As a citizen, have you observed to any extent how the license law is carried 
out, whether it works satisfactorily or otherwise !/—As regards the eftect of the license 
law in this city, I must say that while I have been here I have been very much pleased 
with the condition of affairs. There is less disorder in this city, especially as it is a sea- 
port, than I expected to find. 7 

42394. Then you find this to be a sober and law-abiding community?—More so 
than I would have expected, and I attribute this to the careful watchfulness of the 
municipal authorities, and somewhat also to the license law, although I think there are 


evils in our license Jaw. 
42395. Will you name some of these evils ?—I think we have too many hotel 


licenses issued, for example. 
42396. The last witness spoke of the fact that the character of some of the houses 


might be improved ?—Yes.. This is a very peculiar province. There are some of the men 
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who are devoted entirely to lumbering and some to a seafaring life, and those men can- 
not be deprived of the luxuries they can obtain in other parts of the world. Of course 
there must be hotels (we will call them hotels) for the different classes of people, but 
there are too many of them. 

42397. Then you want hotels sufficient to furnish accommodation for the different 
people in the neighbourhood ?—Yes, and so that people can remain there and get every- 
thing according to their means of living. 

42398. Even taking that fact into consideration, you think there are too many of 
them !— Yes. 

42399, Have you had any experience in regard to carrying out a prohibitory law ? 
—Not since I have been here. 

42400. Have you had any experience elsewhere ?—I had experience of it during the 
last three years I was living in the County of Leeds and Grenville, when the Scott Act 
was in existence in Brockville. 

42401. How did you find the law work there ; had you any knowledge of its work- 
ing ?—I could not speak of its working with approbation. 

42402. Then it did not work satisfactorily /—No, it did not. 

42403. From your knowledge and experience of British Columbia, do you believe a 
prohibitory law could be successfully carried out here ?—I think not, on account of the 
peculiar position of the province ; not only on account of its almost unlimited extent, 
but because the officials would not be able to travel all over the province, as the oppor- 
tunities of going into the country are limited, and therefore it would be impossible to 
carry out the provisions of a prohibitory law. 

42404. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, do you think it would 
be right that brewers and distillers should becompensated for loss of plant and machinery 
rendered useless ?—I should think so, simply for this reason, that this business is one of 
a character that is guaranteed by law. 

42405. Have you any suggestions that you can submit to the Commission in regard 
to the working of the license law, further than those you have already made ?—Yes. In 
lieu of a prohibitory law, I would certainly advocate that fewer licenses should be granted, 
that the license fee should be increased, and that Inspectors should be appointed, having 
greater power. An Inspector should have the power to go right into a hotel and demand 
the keys of the bar, and then arrange to have the liquor tested. If the liquor was found 
not to be ofa certain degree of strength, the license should be taken away and the liquor 
confiscated. This would lead to a less quantity of the liquor being consumed, and it 
would do away with many of the evils of drinking, that of drinking poor liquor. 

42406. In other words, you believe in efficient regulation of the traffic 7—-Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


42407. Have you ever been in any country in the world where there is regulation 
according to your ideas !—I lave never been in any place where there was prohibition 
except in Ontario. 

42408. Was the trade regulated there /—Not in that way. 

42409. Do you know of any country in the world where it is regulated success- 
fully 7—No. 

42410. What are your duties as District Magistrate ?—They are chiefly confined to 
minor criminal matters, such as assaults and obtaining money under false pretences and 
cases In connection with the maritime court. 

42411. Do you hold court like a Stipendiary Magistrate ?—I do not hold a regular 
court, but I hold a court once or twice a week, generally twice a week. 

42412. Speaking of the cases of assaults that come before you, have you observed 
whether any proportion of them are traceable to the drink trade and the drink traftic? 
—The majority of them are. 

42413. You have to certify as to the respectability of applicants for licenses /—I do 
sometimes. 

42414. Does that come within your duty as a District Magistrate or as a citizen ?— 
As a District Magistrate it comes within my duty. 
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42415. Then you have difficulty sometimes in fulfilling that duty ?—Yes. 

42416. When you have to state as to the respectability of the applicant, do you 
report that, in your opinion, he is up to the standard ; is that why you find it difficult 
to perform that duty ?—In cases in which I do not think the man is fit for the position, 
I do not certify at all. 

42417. What would the applicant do ’—He would apply to another Magistrate. 

42418. Then the party you think would get another Magistrate to do what you 
would not do!—Yes. 

42419. What, from your observation, do you think were the difficulties in the way 
of enforcing the Scott Act in Brockville?—There was great difficulty experienced— 
the Act was violated in many ways. I cannot say whether the failure was more on 
account of the bad management of those who were attempting to carry it out, and had 
the power, or to the vicious propensities of those who tried to violate the law; but I 
know it did not have the effect of decreasing drinking in any degree. 

42420. Did it restrict the trade in any degree ?—It restricted the trade in public 
houses, but it increased it elsewhere. 

42421. Were there no particular legal technicalities that hampered the enforcement 
of the Act !—I am not prepared, at this distance of time, five years, to state. 

42422. What from your observation has been the effect of the liquor traffic in regard 
to the business, social and moral interests of the community generally /—Speaking from 
a legal standpoint, of course, the prohibition as regards the sale of liquor to Indians is 
practically essential, and if it possibly could be carried out still further, so as to be abso- 
lute as regards other people, it would be a good thing. But in this province we have 
three classes of people to consider: they represent the lumbering, marine and mining 
interests. To prohibit these classes of people from obtaining liquor, which they have 
become accustomed to secure, would be very difficult, and would be a bad thing for the 
province, as they constitute the wealthy population of the province, mostly. 

42423. From your observation, what has been the effect of the liquor traffic on those 
various industries, on business life, home life and the morals of the community ?—The 
home life here is the same as in any other place. The effect of liquor on home life is 
very varied in our cities. 

42424. I am speaking generally. As you have observed it, is the effect good or bad? 
—It is certainly bad in a great many places. In homes where liquor is used in modera- 
tion, I do not think the effect is any worse than in other cities. 

42425, Do you regard the drink traffic as a menace to the home life of any com- 
munity in which it is established ?—I do as regards some classes. 

42426. To the young men in homes, is it a menace /—Yes. 

42427. They are subject to injurious effects from the liquor traftic /—Yes. 

42428. Do you think it well to establish a traffic which makes it necessary for 
fathers, mothers and sisters, to be constantly neutralizing its effects?—Fathers and 
mothers undoubtedly neutralize the ill effects of the traffic, but the evils are no greater 
here than they are in other parts of the world. 

42429. Have you observed, notwithstanding the benign influence of fathers, mothers 
and sisters, that the drink traffic does demoralize the young men ?—It does decidedly. 

42430. Have you observed whether the drink traffic does injuriously affect business 
interests /—It does.no doubt in isolated cases. The effect is identical with the effect in 
other provinces, that is to say, that among some unfortunate men it does act injuriously. 

42431. Have you observed whether the traffic affects the wage-earning power of the 
community ?—Yes, it does. The people have greater opportunities of spending their 
money, and in this way the men spend money which they should take home to their 
families. 

42432. Do you object to prohibition on principle or on account of its alleged imprac- 
ticability /—It is more on account of the alleged impracticability of such a law, more espe- 
cially in this province. If such a law were passed for the whole Dominion, I think it 
would be practically impossible to carry on any government. At the present time, 
almost all the revenue is derived from the liquor trattic. 

42433. It is admitted that the country receives several millions of dollars in the 
way of customs, excise duties and license fees. Have you thought of the matter suth- 
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ciently to be able to form an estimate as to: what it costs the country, directly or 
indirectly, to obtain those revenues !—I have not. I know, of course, that it costs a 
good deal, but I am unable to institute a comparison. 


ISAAC PRESTON, of Vancouver, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald : 


42434. What is your business or occupation ?—I aim a gentleman. 

42435. In what business have you been engaged?—I have been a farmer all my life. 

42436. How long have you lived in Br itish Golumbia?—Nearly three years. 

42437. Did you come here from one of the other provinces !— Yes, from the County 
of Durham, Ontario. 

42438. How long is it since you left Durham !—Three years and over. 

42439. Did you know Durham under the Scott Act ?—Yes, and under the Dunkin 
Act, except the towns of Port Hope and Cobourg. 

42440. How did the Act work in Durham ?—Not satisfactorily, for there was no 
machinery by which to carry it out. It would have worked better if an Inspector had 
been appointed to carry it into effect, but it was not carried out. 

42441. No Inspector was appointed /—No. 

42442. Did the Ontario Government appoint an Inspector ?—Yes, they appointed 
one near Port Hope, but he would not act. A great many cases placed before him he 
never placed before the Government, and he announced that the Government did not 
wish to push matters too hard. 

42443, Did you report his conduct to his superiors!—We did. 

42444. His superior officer was Mr. Manning, I believe?—The Ontario Government 
othcer. 

42445, After that, did he do his duty ?—After that he would take up one case in 
twenty. 

42446. Were you able to lay complaints!—Yes. The difficulty we had was in 
regard to going before one Police Magistrate, as Mr. Horton, of Port Hope, and Mr. 
Baines, of Bowmanville, were the Magistrates, and had power to act as any Magistrate. 

42447. What was the trouble ?—The great trouble was, that they were not partic- 
ular whether they took the case or not. 

42448. You received that information from them ?—F rom the authorities about them. 

42449. Then they were quite independent /—They were. 

42450. They, in fact, declined to act ?—Yes. 

42451. Did you have many cases in Cobourg and were fines collected /—Yes. 

42452. We understand that after the Scott Act had been in force three years, it 
was repealed !—Yes. 


42453. To what influence do you attribute that repeal?’—To the disgust of the 


people when the Act was not carried out in a proper way. Every man would say: 
“Give us enforced prohibition and we will vote for it to a man.” - 

42454. We understand that you at first tried the Dunkin Act /—Yes. 

42455, Having tried the Dunkin Act and the Scott Act, and not having succeeded, 
you now wish total prohibition ’—That is what we want now, and I am sure we would be 
able to car ry it out. 

42456. Supposing a total prohibitory measure should be adopted, would the Magis- 
trates in your opinion carry out the law ?—They would certainly do their duty. 

42457. Why are you of that opinion ?—Because Mr. Horton and Mr. Baines were 
willing to do their duty, but they received discouragement. 

42458. How would they receive more encouragement under a general prohibitory 
law when at that time, in Ontario, more than nine-tenths of the province was under the 
Scott Act /—Yes, a great many of the counties were. 
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42459. Was that a manifesto of public sentiment in favour of prohibition ’—It 
was undoubtedly. 

42460. How would that discourage them ?—Because more of the people were dis- 
gusted with the law. If a general prohibitory law were proposed, more people would 
vote for it. Under the Scott Act on one side of the fence they would be selling liquor, 
and on the other side you could not sell it. 

42461. But Ontario County was practically surrounded by prohibition counties {— 
Yes, and it worked. very well at that time. The talk about more liquor being sold there 
at that time is a farce. The township of Manvers had more than 4,000 people and 70.- 
000 acres of land, and there is not a place, or at least there was not three months ago, 
where you could obtain liquor. 

42462. So the Act was a success there /—Yes. 

42463. You say the people favour prohibition !—Yes. 

42464. By that do you mean the total prohibition of the manufacture and sale of 
liquor for beverage purposes ?—Yes. 

42465. Do you yourself favour that /—I would always favour that. 

42466. Have you neighbours who use wines and ales in moderation /—Many of 
them do and some do not. 

42467. Take those who do use it, what means would you adopt to prevent them 
securing it if they wanted to obtain it ?—I would not let them have it at all ; that is my 
opinion. 

42468. You believe that such a law, if passed, would require looking after !—Yes. 

42469. And you would assist in providing officials /—Certainly ; but the county 
inspectors are not going to be shut out or intimidated in regard to doing their duty. 

42470. Was any Inspector shut out !—No, but I saw a Magistrate served with an 
anonymous letter with a skeleton and cross bones on it, stating that if he went to a cer- 
tain place, Millbrook, to hold court, he would never come back. | 

42471. Did he come back /—Yes. 

42472. And he is alive yet !—Yes. 

42473. So that threat did not prevail /—No. 

42474, Are you aware as to the population of Northumberland and Durham counties 
to which you have referred /--About 70,000, such as are found in agricultural counties 

42475. Are the people prosperous !—Yes, they are well-to-do. 

42476. Taking those counties, would you have an Inspector at the different points 
where travellers would be liable to come in ?—Yes. 

42477. We have been told in the North-west Territories that there was a force of 
1,000 men charged with the enforcement of the prohibitory law, and yet liquor was 
brought in from the United States ’—I do not doubt it for a moment. 

42478. Do you believe the ordinary officers would be able to perform this duty !— 
I do not think so. 

42479. Did you hear the evidence brought before the Commission in regard to liqudt 
packages being brought in in hogs and liquor being put in coal oil cans, mixed with 
tobacco and other ingredients. Are the officers expected to inspect such merchandise 4 
—Yes. 

42480. Have you considered at all who shall bear the expense of enforcing such a 
If the Government could not bear the expense, I do not know who could. 

42481. Would you allow municipalities to elect the officials /—Yes. 

42482. Of course that would be placing a greater expense on the community as a 
whole ?—Yes ; I would, of course, appoint only men of good character. 

42483, Do you know of any country in the world where there is such a law as you 
wish ?—TI suppose it is on the statute-book of Maine. 

42484. No. In the State of Maine a man is allowed to have his cellars stocked 
with all the liquor he wishes, and he may use it and give it away to his neighbours. Is 
that the kind of a law you want?—No. 

42485. Do you know of any country in the world where there is such a law as you 
wish in force /—No. ; 

42486. We have been told that there is such a law in the Fiji Islands ?—I have 
heard of it, but I do not know any particulars in regard to it. 


law ? 
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42487. Then you consider that Fiji is better in that respect than we are?—Yes. 

42488. In principle, you are a prohibitionist /— Yes. 

42489. You are opposed to the licensing of the traffic ?—I am. 

42490. Do you think it is sinful ?—I do. 

42491. In case of the enactment of such a law as you wish, do you think it would 
be right to compensate brewers and distillers for loss of plant and machinery rendered 
useless ?——-That might be done in small cases, but in regard to those great monopolies 
that have tried to shut out and squash the little ones, or rather big monopolies trying to 
do up little ones, they should not receive any compensation. 

42492. You would only grant compensation to the little ones /—Yes. 

42493. Would you limit the number in leu of securing that law which you wish? 
—Most decidedly. 

42494, And in regard to the retail places, would you do the same ?—Yes. 


By Rev. Dr, McLeod : 


42495, We understand from what you say that the Scott Act in Ontario was fruitful 
of good 1—Yes. There was no difficulty in putting down the traffic if vigorously entered 
upon. 

42496. Speaking about officers to carry out the law: do you know that in Ontario 
outrages were committed upon persons who enforced the law !—There were several out- 
rages ‘perpetrated near Orangeville, and in other places some people were shot at. 

42497. Was that outrage traced to any one ?—It was traced to a tavern-keeper. 

42498. Have you observed how the license law has operated in Vancouver since it 
has been in force here ?—No ; I have hardly given it a thought. At the same time, I 
know there is liquor sold or given away on Sunday. I saw a man drunk on Sunday 
about two weeks ago, when it was coming from church. He was near the Hudson Bay 
Company’s store and was reeling and embracing the lamp post, indeed he was very affec- 
tionate to the lamp post. 

42499. Had you a license law in Ontario prior to the Scott Act ?—Yes. 

42500. Comparing the condition of things under the two systems, which was the 
more advantageous ?—Under the Scott Act there was not as much liquor used or to be 
obtained. 

42501. Would the police records show that to be the case ?— Yes. 

42502. You are an observant man no doubt. Now, what is your observation of 
the effects of the liquor traffic on business affairs as well as the social life and morals of 
the people of this community ?—There has been a great change in my life time. Seventy 
years ago I recollect well when on the shores of the Bay of Quinté there was a distillery 
about two miles distant along the shore. At that time whisky was fourpence (Halifax 
currency) a quart, and 15 pence a gallon. About that time the temperance people began 
to speak and the ministers of the various denominations began to preach against intem: 
Perance. I remember the time when a man dare not speak in favour of. prohibition. 
I well remember the temperance meetings, and I have heard that when some such meet- 
ings were held old ladies would stand an the door, being afraid to enter. That feeling 
Naa changed from that day to this, but it has changed ‘gradually. There never was a 
great revulsion of feeling, but the ‘change came gradually about. 

42503. What is your reason for favouring prohibition of the liquor traffic ?—I 
believe liquor is a great curse in any community and anything done to lessen it will 
greatly benefit the 1 rising generation. If we could get our young men in favour of it, the 
sooner the old drinkers died off the better, and we would then have a happy and blessed 
country. The revenue would be lost I know, about $18,000 from the liquor traftic in 
this city. 

42504. How would you make up that revenue !—That is a difficult question. The 
reduced cost of maintaining police and penitentiaries would make up part of it. I have 
had some experience of the penitentiary y in Kingston, when Mr. Creighton was Warden. I 
had access to the books, and I found that a oreat ¥ many of those who came to the peni- 
tentiary came owing to liquor. T do not think that the whole of the $18,000 would be 
saved to this city. I am satisfied that there would be a great falling off in fines, if there 
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was no liquor obtainable. If all the men kept sober and there was no drunkenness, 
there would be a great falling off in fines. 

42505. Do you think it just to the community to take from people fines with which 
to fill the treasury /—Not unless they are for punishment for crime. Of course, I think 
it is quite necessary to fine people for certain offences, and in this way certain amounts 
are placed in the treasury for the benefit of the community. 

42506. Then you think, if the drink trade was abolished, a great part of the crime 
would be prevented !—I do not think, but I am as sure of it as that the sun is lighting 
the world. 


By Judge McDonald : 


42507. What was the majority given in favour of the Scott Act when it was 
passed ?—I do not know, I think 3,000. 

42508. Can you account for the fact that after it worked such marked changes, 
and after it was adopted by a majority of 3,000 people, there should have been such a 
revulsion of feeling subsequently /—I look on the matter in this way: Its moral influ- 
ence was very marked, but the people got disgusted to think that the Act was not 
carried out. 

42509. But it had been carried out in part !—They were disgusted because the Act 
had not been carried out in its entirety. 

42510. You have stated that you did not expect to secure prohibition entirely /— 
No, I expect smuggling. 

42511. You want prohibition, however ?—I do. 

42512. If with that prohibition you find that the quantity of liquor consumed for 
beverage purposes is only reduced to one-fifth of the quantity at present used, would you 
consider that law to be a beneficial one ?—Yes. 

42513. A beneficial law worth securing !—I would, but thousands would not. 

42514. Why would they not !—Because they would say that the law is not complete. 

42515. Then they wish a clean sweep ?—Yes. 

42516. And they will never be satisfied with anything else, I suppose !/—No. 

42517. If they had prohibition to the extent of one-fifth, would they be satisfied ? 
—TI think not. 

42518. What would they want next !—Prohihition altogether. 

42519. Prohibition for the world ?—No, for our own country. 

42520. If in our own country these people were not satisfied with the consumption, 
reduced to one-fifth, what would they do next !—They would insist on the machinery 
being more tight. 

42521. Then they will never cease until there is no more liquor !—No. 

42522. You first spoke as if you did not know whether people got liquor or not 
under a prohibitory law ; might the people get liquor !—Yes, but the man whom I saw 
was drunk. 

42523. But you think the fact of seeing a man drunk was no evidence that the 
houses were selling on Sunday ?—No; I do not know where he got the liquor or when. 
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W.J. McGUIGAN, M.D., of Vancouver, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows: — 


By Judge McDonald : 


42524. Are you a physician here ?—Yes, and surgeon. 

42525. I understand, from a paper handed to me, that you are also Medical Health 
Officer here ?—Yes. 

42526. And also coroner !—Yes. 

42527. And also an Alderman of this city ?—Yes. 

42528. How long have you resided in British Columbia?—I have been here since 
1885. 

42529. Have you resided all that time in Vancouver /—No, I resided in the Rocky 
Mountain district, at Donald. 

42530. Were you on railway construction ?—I was one of the surgeons on the 
Canadian Pacific Railway. 

492531. Did you come here from one of the other provinces?—I am a native of 
Stratford, Perth County, Ont. 

42532. Had you any experience in the Rocky Mountain district of the prohibition 
of the traffic in liquor ?— Yes, that whole district was under prohibition. 

42533. Was that under the Railway Act or Public Works Act !—Yes. 

42534. How did it work !—Any quantity of liquor was to be got. 

49535. How was it got in ?—It was smuggled in. 

42536. In what-manner ?—In barrels and in every way. I know you could get a 
drink whenever you wanted it, if you had the money with which to pay for it. It was 
50 cents a drink in Donald, and it was poisonous stuff. 

42537. Was ale also obtainable 1—I do not remember seeing any. 

42538. Were there officers who attempted to prevent the sale !—The place was full 
of officers, both police and army, for it was about the time of the North-west rebellion. 

42539. Did those officers attempt to stop smuggling !—-I do not know much what 
they did. I understood from them that they tried to seize liquor. 

42540. Do you know what class of people brought in liquor ?—Men tog Ue 
employed in the business. 

42541. Was any brought in from the United States !—AlIl of it was. I was told 
that a great deal of it was taken from Spokane Falls, and it was afterwards taken down 
the Columbia River. 

42542. Has there always been a license law in force in Vancouver since you have 
lived here 1—Yes. 

42543. How have you found it work, satisfactorily /—Yes. 

42544, Have you had anything to do officially with the License Commissioners !— 
No, I have nothing to do with the Licensing Board. 

42545. Speaking as a citizen, do you think the law is well observed in regard to 
the Sunday closing /—On Sunday you can always have a drink if you want it. 

42546. At licensed places /—I do not know that every one can get one, but any 
one who is acquainted can do so. 

42547. As much so as on week days!—Yes. 

42548. Have you, as an alderman, called the attention of the police to the violations 
of the law ?—I have not. 

42549. Do you know whether there is sale of liquor to young people /—I could not 
answer that question ; I do not know anything about it. 

42550. Do you know whether liquor is sold to men who are drunkards or are under 
the influence of liquor so as to beincapable !—I could not swear about it, but I think 
the hotel men exercise a certain amount of discretion. I have seen fellows at the bar 
drinking, who were pretty well advised. 

42551. Still liquor would be served to them ?—Yes. 

42552. Were those men drunk !—Not exactly ; they were exhilarated. 

42553. Then the license law is not observed ?—Not strictly according to the full 
letter of the law, I think it reduces materially the amount of drinking on Sunday. 
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42554. If in some of the licensed places in Vancouver on Sunday liquor is sold for 
beverage purposes, is that not an open and flagrant violation of one of the provisions of 
the law ?—The individuals who are doing that are jumping in the face of the law no 
doubt. 

42555. Do you think such persons should be permitted to retain licenses ?—I think 
if you were to take away their licenses on that ground, you would not have any in the 
town. 

42556. Do you not think this could be carried out —You would have to have a 
superior class of men in the trade compared with those now in it. 

42557. Could you not get them ?—I do not think you could get a better lot. 

42558. So, in your opinion, the men who are disposed to go into the traffic are men 
who are liquor law breakers /— Yes. 

42559. Why is a class of men selected out of a community and given a privilege 
which is not given to other people, who at the same time take upon themselves the 
obligation of obeying the law and who are yet it appears violating the law? Would the 
penalty of doing away with the man’s license be too severe !—That is asking me too 
much. I should not like to make a statement on that point. It isa generally recognized 
thing, and no person attaches any great importance to it. 

42560. How can you expect the police of a city like this, charged with the adminis- 
tration of the law, to be able to do their duty, if the bulk of the citizens do not wish 
that duty done ?—No one expects’the police to do this work ; the great majority of the 
people do not expect that from the police ; in fact they do not want to encourage the 
police too much in that way. 

42561. You think that is the sentiment of the people in Vancouver ?—I do. 

42562. We have it in evidence that Vancouver is an orderly and law-abiding place ? 
—I think it is. 

42563, Yet you think the majority of the people are favourable to the breaking of 
the law passed by the Legislature /—The way I judge the matter is this: laws are not 
always considered by the people as just. 

42564. Do you consider the Sunday closing law as just /—I think legislation is 
sometimes carried in advance of public sentiment. 

42565. You are in favour of Sunday closing, I believe ?— Yes. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


42566. Do you think those restrictions about the liquor traffic are unjust !—I do 
not think they do much justice. I should like to see the houses closed on Sunday, or 
at least the front doors closed for the sake of appearances ; it gives the city a better 
look. 

42567. You would not mind what was done in the premises !—If the people conduct 
themselves in an orderly manner, I would not mind what they did. ; 

42568. Do you think restrictions on the liquor traffic are unjust ?—I do not think 
they probably do much good to morals. 

42569. That is not answer to the question. Are those restrictions unjust !—I do 
not know how to answer that question. 

42570. Do you think there would be more or less drinking if the restrictions were 
removed !—I do not think there would be as much ; the change would be in the kind of 
liquor, that is all. 

42571. Have you observed whether there has been a change in the drinking habits 
of the people of late years /—No, I do not think so. 

42572. You are also coroner in this town /—Yes. 

42573. Are you called upon frequently to hold inquests /— Yes. 

42574. Do you keep any record of them !—I certainly do. 

42575, Can you recall with anything like accuracy your records, so as to enable you 
to say whether any proportion of the untimely deaths on which you have held inquests 
were traceable directly or indirectly to the drink traffic and the drink habit !—The last 
case was a murder case and the men were sober who committed the murder. IJ think 
some of the cases have been due to drinking. 
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42576. Do you think 25 per cent were due to that cause /—No, I do not. 

42577. How long have you been a physician !—Since 1879. 

42578. Is total abstinence compatible with the best health /—My experience is that 
it is not so. I think men who use liquor in moderation have better health and are 
more capable. 

42579. Is habitual moderate drinking harmful or harmless?—I do not think 
moderate drinking is harmful. 

42580. We find that the term moderate is quite a variable one. Will you define 
moderate drinking ?—It is pretty hard to define. On this coast the drinking is very 
moderate. In examining for insurance companies I put down three drinks a day as a 
limit for candidates. 

42581. Speaking about insurance: are insurance men very careful about accepting 
risks on men who are moderate drinkers !—They do not object at all to taking men who 
are moderate drinkers. 

42582. Do they object to take risks on liquor sellers !/—Yes, I think they do. 

42583. Do they object even to do so when the liquor sellers are total abstainers !— 
I do not think so. J have not had a case of that kind, but I am almost certain they 
would not like to do so, because there would be no sense in having a rule which they 
did not carry out. So far as an individual was concerned, there would be no objection 
if he was a total abstainer. 

42584. Are bar-tenders regarded as exceptional risks because of the danger sup- 
posed to be likely to arise in bar-rooms /—No. 

42585. Other things being equal, has a total abstainer any better expectation of 
life than an habitual drunkard!—lI was looking over the statistics, and I found that the 
moderate drinker has the advantage, if there is any. The report I read is one 
published annually on the subject of mortality. There was an article on the 
question of drinking, and the conclusion reached was, that the total abstainer 
did not live as long as might be expected. He and the moderate drinker were 
just about on the same level. I know a lot of total abstainers, and they are all sickly 
individuals, dyspeptics, and if they drank occasionally, it would do them good. 

42586. You think that most of them are dyspeptics and sickly /—Yes, and I think 
they would be all the better if they took liquor in moderation. 

42587. In case of serious illness or accident, do you think the total abstainer has 
any better chance of recovery than the moderate drinker ?/—No, I do not. 

42588. Has he any better chance than the excessive drinker ?—Certainly. The 
excessive drinker is an entirely different person. 

42589 Other things being equal, do you think the children of habitual drinkers 
are more likely victims to nerve and brain troubles and physical weaknesses /—If the 
parents used liquor to excess, they would. 

42590. Does a man ever use liquor to excess who does not get drunk ’— Yes. 

42591. Have you examined the records of lunacy ?—I have examined quite a num- 
ber of lunatics. 

42592. Have you noticed whether drinking is a cause of lunacy ?—Those whom I 
examined were all strangers to me, and I did not know their personal history. 

42593. What is your opinion about that !—I do not think drinking has anything 
to do with it. 

42594, You say that the drinking done here is moderate. Is it not the same else- 
where !—The drinking here is greater than in the east. 

42595, What is your observation of the effect of drinking alcohol, in the long run? 
—A man who drinks to excess is bound to suffer in the long run. 

42596. What is the effect on moderate drinkers, in the long run ?—It would not 
interfere in regard to his physical condition. The alcohol affects the stomach and other 
internal organs when taken to excess. 

42597. So the standard would be the same in one place as in another, but in one 
community there would be a different opinion in regard to it !—Yes. 

42598. What is that standard ?—I could not swear to that. I am not refined enough 
to know what the standard would be. 
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42599. You are health officer ?—Yes, but my duties as health officer do not call me 
into saloons especially. 

42600. What are your duties as health officer !—To see that the Public Health Act 
is carried out, and that people generally are vaccinated, so as to prevent the spread of 
small-pox, and to do work of that kind. 

42601. Do you find it difficult to enforce the health regulations !—I find it necessary 
to have two policemen with me sometimes when I do it. 

42602. Everybody does not submit readily, then ?—Not to vaccination. 

42603. There is difficulty as there is with the Sunday law, I suppose ?—Yes ; if you 
had a policeman to every saloon you might carry out the law. 

42604. It would seem to be your idea that saloon-keepers are persistent and chronic 
law-breakers !—I did not mean that. They sell probably a drink a day illegally. That 
is not considered a very grievous offence against the law of the land, although it might 
be against high morality. 

42605. Your evidence reminds me of the evidence we had in Halifax. The Inspector 
of Licenses stated that he did his best to enforce the prohibitory provisions of the law, 
but he admitted under examination that it would be impossible to carry them out, unless 
there was a policeman for every licensed place in the city, and even then he could not 
-certify that it would be done ?—I think he was right. 

42606. And he admitted that they were open law-breakers. You seem to be driving 
at the same thing concerning license dealers in Vancouver. Is that what you mean to 
say !—You draw a very sweeping conclusion, and put my statement in the very worst 
light. What I mean to say is, that you can get a drink in any place in town, but so far 
as the law is concerned, those interested in the trade, and probably the community, say 
that it is altogether too strict. While they want to regulate the trade, they do not 
want to be too severe. 

42607. Is there any regulation !—There is. Every Tom, Dick and Harry cannot 
get a drink. 

42608. Only the inner circle /—To some extent you are right. 

42609. Is it comprised of those who will not give away the dealer /—They are not 
supposed to go and talk about it outside ; they are not supposed to be spies on the hotel 
men by any means. 

42610. As parties to the violation of the law, they have no responsibility ?/—I do 
not think they take any responsibility. 

32611. As an alderman of the city, do you think you have no responsibility }—I 
consider that, as an alderman of the city, it is my duty to see that the law is not violated 
too flagrantly. 

42612. Is there any difference between flagrant violation and violation !—I think so. 

492613. Is it an accommodating term !—I think flagrant violations are different from 
ordinary peccadillos. I think it is generally admitted among all classes of people that 
there are differences in crime. 

42614. Then the inner circle are not at all responsible /—I do not know what 
responsibility they take upon themselves. I do not like to be asked to make statements 


for them, as I am not their confessor. 


By Judge McDonald : 


42615. From your knowledge of the Province as a whole, do you think a general 
prohibitory law, a law to prohibit the manufacture, importation and sale of alcoholic 
liquors for beverage purposes, if enacted, could be enforced !—I certainly do not. 

42616. What would be the difficulties in the way of its enforcement !— Everybody 
would be in the business of importing liquor, and I do not know how it would be 
possible to carry out such a law. a) . 

42617. In case such a law were enacted, would you deem it right and just that 
brewers and distillers should be compensated for loss of plant and machinery rendered 
useless /—Certainly. Why not ! : 

42618. Do you believe that the present Sunday closing law is a good law 1— Yes. 

42619. Would your favour any further amendment to the law ? The present law, 
I believe, makes those men liable to be fined for offences against the law ?—Yes. 


21—41** 


642 ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC. 


42620. Would you have an amendment adopted so as to make liable the person who 
purchased drink ?—I tried to pass such a law in the City Council, and could not pass it. 
I am in favour of that. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


42621. Do you think any law can be enforced in British Columbia ?—Yes. This 
province is just as good as Ontario, I think. 

42622. So other laws are enforced here to-day, in some degree /—I think they are. 

42623. You have said that brewers and distillers should be compensated for loss of 
plant and machinery. Why compensate them if their business would not be interfered 
with ? You have said that a prohibitory law would not interfere with the trade, and 
why therefore should they be compensated !—I would compensate them because our 
brewers and distillers would not be able to manufacture as they do now. They would 
have to change the whole system of manufacture. Irresponsible persons would be in 
the business instead of men like Gooderham and Worts, and Walker ; inferior liquor 
would be produced, and the morals of the people would be demoralized. 

42624. Have you observed whether the liquor trade is demoralizing at all !—I 
believe that I would not want to keep a bar myself. 

42625. Why not !—You would come into contact with people whom you would 
not be willing to meet every day of the week. 

42626. Do you mean the inner circle /—No, it is all right ; but there is an outer 
circle not so pleasant to meet. 

42627. As regards compensation: would you carry it still further? There are 
people who claim that the liquor trade has inflicted damage on all classes. Would you 
compensate those for damage received !—What claim do they make ? 

42628. Families claim that the traffic has damaged and even ruined their sons, and 
wives say that the trade has ruined their husbands, and other people say that it reduced 
the wage-earning power of men and all that sort of thing. Is this all mere sentiment ? 
Do you “think it right that claims should be presented by all those parties I do not 
know how you would pay the claims. 

42629. Moreover, if the trade were prohibited, would you compensate those men 
who would be unable to get drinks !—No, I would not. 


By Judge McDonald - 


42630. You have attempted, as an alderman of the city, to secure an amendment of 
the law that would punish the man who drinks in a licensed house on Sunday, but you 
say you were not able to secure that provision /—Yes, I wanted to put it in the law. I 
think that not only the bar-tender should be punished but the man who wanted the 
drink sold to him. 

42631. What was the effect of your proposal ?—They laughed at it. They said that 
I wanted to punish the man who wanted the drink and not the bar-tender. I believe if 
you fine the bar-tender, you should also fine the man who wants the drink ; he caused 
the offence by the bar-tender. 


W. J. MoGuiaan. 
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J. E. MILLAR recalled. 


By Judge McDonald : 


42632. We understand that Donald is in your district ?—Yes, I take the whole 
mainland and go as far as Golden. 

42633. That is about the last place on the line, I believe !— Yes. 

42634. Was there at one time a bonded warehouse at Donald ?—Yes, up to within 

the last few months. 

42635. By whom was it kept ?—By J. C. Steene, who ran a hotel in Donald. 

42636. Have you any figures showing the quantities of liquor handled during the 
past two years!—Yes. Up to that time it was part of the Victoria division. The 
statement I have is as follows :— 


SPIRITS :—Ex-warehoused at Donald, B.C., during the years 1890-91 and 1891-92. 


1890-91. Spirits ex- warehoused ae consumption Btn ey ee $273,961 
1891-92. Fable ene 285,319 


In my opinion, 80 per cent of this quantity went ae the Ternierics 
J. KE. MILLAR. 


42637. Are you able to speak as to the disposition made of that liquor !—In passing 
through Donald the Commissioners would gain an idea of what the town is. About 
20 per cent of the liquor was sold there and the balance went into the North-west Terri- 
tories. As soon as the license system came into force in the North-west Territories the 
business was dropped, because there was no further sale there for the liquor. 

42638. Did the keeper give bonds to the Government ?—Yes, as is the case with 
all bonded warehouses. 

42639. Was there an officer there to keep an eye on the liquor !—Yes. 

42640. Was the place closed after the new law came in !— Yes. 


EDWARD ODLUM, of Vancouver, fire insurance agent, on being duly sworn, 
deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


42641. How long have you lived in British Columbia ?-- About four years. 

42642. Have you lived all that time in Vancouver !—No, I have been backwards 
and forwards to Ontario three times, and once down to Australia. JI have been settled 
here perhaps three years. x 

42643. Did you come from Ontario originally ?—Yes. 

42644. From what county /—I was in several counties ; I was in Peel County a 
number of years, and Halton and North Renfrew. 

42645. Have you had any experience of a prohibitory law in those counties !—The 
Scott Act was tried in Renfrew while I was there. 

42646. Do you mean that the Act was voted upon ?—Yes ; it was enforced part of 
two years. 

42647. Were you residing there all the time /—Yes. Owing to the conflict between 
the Provincial Government and the Dominion Government they did not try to enforce 
it the third year. They were then attempting to enforce the McCarthy Act. 

42648. Why was there a conflict between the two Governments !—Two sets of 
officers were trying to enforce the law. Until the second Inspector came on the scene 
the law was well enforced. 

42649. What became of the Act itself ’—During the last year it was a dead letter. 
I think the people voted on it again and returned to the old measure. 

42650. The Act was repealed, at all events !—Yes. 

42651. Seeing the working of the law as you did, at what opinion did you arrive as 
regards its operation ~—During the first year or eighteen months, it reduced drinking 
very materially. 
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42652. In what part of the county did you live ?—In Pembroke. 

42653. Was there any dittculty owing to liquor being brought over from the Que- 
bee side of the river ?—Yes, from Allumette Island and some smaller islands on the 
(Juebec side. 

42654. You, of course, had many ]umbermen in and about Pembroke ?—Yes, there 
are a good many there. 

42655. You have a license law here, we understand !— Yes. 

42656. Do you find it work satisfactorily ?—So far as I can see, it works as satis- 
factorily as license laws in other places. 

42657. Ave you opposed to license !—I would favour prohibition, if I thought the 
people were prepared for it ; but I am confident that they are not prepared, and I am 
satisfied that the Government would not attempt to enforce it. 

49658. As a matter of principle you favour prohibition /—I could scarcely say in 
that particular how far I am prepared to go. J would not prohibit the manufacture of 
liquor ; I would let it be used in drug stores as a drug. 

42659. You will understand that when I speak of prohibition I mean prohibiting 
the sale of, or manufacture or importation of liquor for beverage purposes. It could be 
used for sacramental, medicinal and mechanical purposes.—As a matter of principle, 1 
would favour prohibition. 

42660. Failing prohibition, would you favour license or the untrammelled sale of 
liquor !—License by all means. 

42661. Coming to the question of the practicability of prohibition, you think that 
at present it would not be practicable /—It would not be. 

42662. What would be the difficulties in the way ?—I think the chief dithculty 
would be that the majority of the people on this coast would not favour it. 

42663. Do you believe that you must have a large majority in favour of such a law 
in order to make it a success !—I do indeed. 

42664. In case of the enactment of such a law, do you think it would be proper to 
remunerate brewers and distillers for loss of plant and machinery !—If they had to 
cease their business quickly, as a result of that law, and they suffered loss, they should 
be compensated. 

42665. Taking this community as you have found it, do you consider that it is a 
sober and law-abiding community ’—Comparing this with other new cities, I think it is 
orderly and sober. There is less drinking here than in a great many of the seaport cities 
I have been in. 

42666. Were you in Australia any length of time /—About six months. 

42667. What system was in force there in regard to the liquor traftic ?—A_ license 
system. 

42668. Does it work very much on the same lines as it does here ?—Very much the 
same. The only difference I found was that in some places they had two bars, and even 
four bars. I saw more drinking there than in any other place in which I have been. 
That was at Melbourne. , 

42669. Were you in the inland towns /—Yes, and I found the same state of things 
prevailed. 

42670. Do you think that the temperance and church societies have exercised a 
good influence on the people here !—Yes. I may state, as you have asked for informa- 
tion, that I have been in Japan for over two years ; and if there are any questions you 
wish to ask in regard to that country, I shall be glad to answer them. 

42671. How is the liquor traffic handled there ?—They have a license system there. 
Until lately the custom was to drink the liquor known as saci, a sweet drink made from 
rice. Drinking was very general there, but the policemen were always on the watch 
and would take a man up if he got in the least drunk. In fact you could not get out 
of sight of the police, as they were everywhere, and there were so many of them. Labour 
is cheap there, and of course it was easier to have a large number, 

49672. Were you in China ?—No. 

42673. We understand that you have quite a large Chinese population here. Is 
drunkenness very frequent among them here /—No; they are very seldom charged with 
being drunk. 

Epwarb OpLUM. 
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42674. Have you been in the Fiji Islands ?—I was there, but I did not study the 
system. 

42675. The Commissioners have been told by the Rev. Dr. Stewart, of Sackville 
University, that the Fiji Islands constitute the only place where a total prohibitory law 
prevails !—I did not think of asking anything about it. I had a conversation with a 
missionary there about the habits and customs of the people, but as to whether a pro- 
hibitory law or a license law was in force there, I have no recollection. 

42676. Do you know whether that missionary is residing in Canada ?—No, he is 
not ; he is in Melbourne. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


42677. You said you were an insurance agent. Do you know if the companies you 
represent make special rates for property adjoining liquor stores?—Of course liquor 
stores are charged a higher rate than ordinary dwellings. It is a little difficult to explain 
that matter. There are rates according to the risk. Of course there is a base rate and 
also a base rate for hotels. 

42678. Is a private dwelling adjoining a liquor store charged a higher rate ?—Yes. 

42679. Is that rate because of the proximity of the liquor store ?—Yes. 


CHARLES WILLIAM ROBSON, of Vancouver, on being duly sworn, deposed 


as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald : 


42680. What is your business occupation !—I am the manager of the Hudson Bay 
Company’s stores here. We have four stores here. 

42681. In the city ?—Yes. 

42682. What lines of business are carried on /—Dry goods and groceries, and wines 
and liquors. 

42683. The business is carried on in the same way here as in Winnipeg and Victoria, 
and other places, I suppose !— Yes. 

42684. What class of license have you !—We have a retail shop license for the sale 
of liquor. ’ 

42685. In what quantities are you allowed to sell ?—Not less than one pint. 

42686. Not to be drunk on the premises !/— Yes. 

42687. How long have.you lived in Vancouver !—Three years. 

42688. How long have you lived in British Columbia ?—LHight years. 

42689. In what other parts of the province have you resided ?—I lived in Kam- 
loops for twelve months, and I also lived in Victoria. 

42690. Did you come here from one of the other provinces ?—No, I am an English- 
man. 

42691. Taking the province as you have seen it, how do you find the license law 
work here !—I think it has worked all right ; I have not seen anything out of the way. 

42692. Do you think the people in this community are sober and law-abiding !—Yes, 
as far as I have seen. 

42693. There is, of course, a greater population here than in the inland cities ?—Yes. 

42694. Have you had any experience of a prohibitory law ?—None whatever. 

42695. From your knowledge of British Columbia, do you think a general prohibi- 
tory law could be enforced in this province !/—No. 

42696. Do you think there would be smuggling !— Yes. 

42697. The liquors sold by you, I suppose, are all imported !—Not all; some of 
them are manufactured in Canada. 
42698. The liquors you sell have all been carefully rectified 1—Yes ; the Govern- 
ment requires that. 
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42699. A witness who gave evidence in Victoria or Nanaimo urged that an injus- 
tice was done to the Canadian manufacturers in the fact that foreign liquors are allowed 
to come in that may not have been rectified, while Canadian liquors were required to be 
kept two years for rectification purposes ; and that some system should be adopted to 
place the imported liquors on the same basis, What is your view ?—I think imported 
liquors should be placed on the same footing. 

42700. There is no inspection made of foreign liquors /—Yes, by the Customs. 

42701. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, would you deem it 
right that brewers and distillers should be compensated for loss of plant and machinery ? 
—Yes, I think they should. 

42702. Can you suggest any amendment to the license law as it now exists /— 
I cannot. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


42703. You are manager of the whole Hudson Bay Company here !—Yes, of the 
whole of it. 

42704. Do you think the license law here is well observed !—Yes. 

42705. Then you do not agree with Dr. McGuigan’s view of it ?—Perhaps I have 
not seen as much of it as he has. 

42706. Have you an opportunity of observing how the license law is carried out /— 
Not any more than by walking round the town. 

42707. Speaking of the two years which spirits have to be kept for rectification 
purposes in this country, do you knew whether it is in the interests of the distilling 
monopolies or of the people /—I could not say that. It certainly keeps some people out 
of the trade who would go into it if they could sell liquor as soon as it was made. It 
costs an immense amount of money to keep it two years. We get, however, a better 
class of liquor, for liquor is not as good when it is new as afterwards, and it keeps an 
undesirable class of people out of the trade. If this arrangement of keeping the liquor 
two years gives the manufacturers a monopoly of the business, in that way they are 
gainers. 

42708. Then you think they are both gainers and losers /—Yes, and the public is 
in so much because the people are given a better quality of liquor. 

42709. How long have you been manager of the Hudson Bay company’s business 
here ?—Over three years. 

42710. You manage and control all branches of the business here ?— Yes. 


By Judge McDonald : 


42711. Have you ever been in Alaska ?—No. 


JOHN DEVINE, of Vancouver, agent, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald : 


42712. In what line of business are you engaged ?—In collecting. 

42713. How long have you been in British Columbia !—Seven years. , 

42714. Did you come here from one of the other provinces?—I came here from 
Manitoba. 

42715. Have you had any opportunities of observing the working of the license 
law ?—I am one of the Board of License Commissioners. 

42716. Appointed by the City Council !—No, by the Government. 

42717. Is the Board for the city of Vancouver !—Yes. 

42718. Speaking as a Commissioner, are there any amendments that, in your 
opinion, are desirable at the present time !—Speaking broadly of the law, if it were 
enforced, we would have a very fine city. 

CuHarLtes WibiiAM Rosson. 
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42719. Then you think that this is a good law as it stands ?—Pretty good, but it 
is not enforced. 

42720. Are there any amendments you could suggest to the Commission in regard 
to the license law !—There are. 

42721. What are they!—There is the question of supplying liquor in the 
restaurants. You seem to be able to get it on Sunday and week days. 

42722. You mean in what are called saloons ?—No ; they do not give food there. 
There are restaurants attached to many of the hotels, and by visiting them people can 
get liquor at any time. 

42723. You mean people who go there ?—They get a biscuit and sandwich with 
their liquor. 

42724. Is that according to the law 1—They are getting food, and they can obtain 
drink at the same time. 

42725. You would doaway with that privilege /—Certainly. 

42726. Have you any further suggestions to offer !—No, Ido not know of any at 
the present time. This is the first year, and the law is yet on trial. 

42727. You are now under a new city charter, I believe ?—Yes, and the trouble is 
that it is liable to be altered at any time by the Mayor and aldermen; it can be 
amended. At the present time the number of licenses is fixed at 55, and I think the 
number will be increased after a certain population at the rate of one license to 1,000 
people. Then there is at the present time a number of saloons, the number being fixed. 
Suppose that one saloon-keeper dies or the license is cancelled, that cannot be reinstated 
at the present time; but the trouble is that by an amendment the law can be altered at 
any time. 

42728. We understood that this city generally works under the provisions of the 
Yes; but the Mayor and aldermen can amend the law. 

42729. Do you mean that you would not give the Mayor power in this matter ?—I 
am opposed to saloons. There are some good ones that are kept in proper order, but 
there are others that are not so kept. 

42730. Are you opposed to saloons on principle !— Yes. 

42731. Do you think it would be better if there was a law providing for the 
abolition of saloons /— Yes. ) 

42732. Have you ever considered the question whether if the hotel bar or the 
saloon had to be abolished, which it would be better to dispense with t—I would favour 
retaining the hotels, because men can get meals there, and as a rule they are better 
kept. I merely say as a rule, for of course there are some good saloons. 

42733. There are two views put forward. The first is, that people go to an hotel 
and drink who would not go to a saloon, and it is urged that the hotel in this way does 
more harm. Have you taken this point into account /—I have considered that point ; 
still I am inclined to think the hotel is better than the saloon. 

492734. Are there any amendments to the law you can suggest !—There is one in 
regard to the hour of closing. In many places the law is more strict in regard to 
closing than in Vancouver. 

42735. I think it was put forward by one of the witnesses in regard to Vancouver 
that owing to vessels arriving here at all hours, the restrictions should not be so great ? 
—The vessels arriving would not affect any one. 

42736. Would you favour having a certain closing hour at night on week days!—Yes. 

42737. And would you favour closing from Saturday until Monday morning !—I 
should say that the Sunday law should be rigidly enforced. 

42738. Have you any knowledge as to whether the law is enforced or not !—It is 
not, because you can see men tipsy on the streets. 

42739. Do you know whether the men bought liquor on that day, or whether they 
had bought it on some previous day and had it at home ?—They would not be the sort 
of people who would have liquor at home. 

42740. Has the attention of the police been called to this matter ?—I presume so. 

42741. By you?—By our Board ; we pass resolutions. I happened a few moments 
ago to be looking at this book, and [find that the duties of the License Inspector are 


prescribed. 


law ? 
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42742. It appears that the Inspector of Licenses is also Health Inspector?—No ; he 
is the Police Court Clerk, the Jailer and the License Inspector. 
42743. Do these restrictions apply to him ?—I find the following provision :— 


94. ‘* As License Inspector : 

(1.) He shall have supervision over all persons to whom licenses are issued : 

(2.) He shall make a thorough inspection of the premises sought to be licensed : 

(3.) He shall make all inquiries relative to matters connected with the granting of licenses as 
may be required to secure the due observance of the By-Laws of the Council and to report thereon in 
full to the Council : 

(4.) He shall visit at least once in every month, and oftener if necessary, every hotel, billiard 
saloon, boarding house or other public houses, and all premises licensed by the City, for the purpose 
of ascertaining whether the persons licensed comply with the provisions of By-laws governing 
licenses : 

(5.) He shall prosecute all and every violation and infraction of by-laws aforesaid, and be vigilant 
and active in the discharge of his duty : 

(6.) He shall keep a record in a book or books, the name and names of persons applying for 
a license, the object and purpose thereof, the date of the same, the location, description, size, num- 
ber and size of bed-rooms, and character of the house, shop or other place for which a license is 
sought or granted, the number of times the person or persons obtaining or holding a license has or 
have been charged with any breach of the by-laws of the city, and any general information which 
may be of use as a reference in the future : 

(7.) He shall report at least once in every month to the Council all his proceedings, together with 
a statement of all expenses incurred in carrying out the duties of his office : 

(8.) All fees and costs incurred by him in the prosecution of offenders against the by-laws, not 
otherwise ordered to be paid, shall be paid out of the funds of the said city.” 


42744. Did you call the attention of the Inspector to those regulations /—The 
position is this; he is in the service of the License Commissioners. We have a by-law 
of our own which governs ourselves, and he simply acts as the Board orders, but the 
Board has no power to discharge him. 

42745. Have you called his attention to the provisions with respect to the Sunday 
law being non-enforced /— Yes. 

42746. So you have done your duty ?—Yes. 

42747. Do you know what the effect of the law has been ?—I do not know ; I think 
there were one or two convictions made after the law came into force. — 

42748. Some witnesses have stated to the Commission that the law has been 
observed ?—It is very much better observed than it was before ; there can be no doubt 
about that matter. 

42749. You, as a matter of principle, favour license in preference to prohibition !— 
Yes. I do not think prohibition could be carried as we are situated at present. 

42750. You think it would not be practicable ?/—Quite so. 

42751. What is necessary to make it practicable ?—There is a floating population, 
and there are great opportunities for smuggling and everything of that kind. 

42752. You find, I suppose, that the different church and temperance societies 
are working generally for good !—Yes, I think so. 

42753. I suppose you find that as the years pass, changes in the social life and 
customs have occurred throughout Canada in this direction as well as in other direc- 
tions, and especially in regard to drinking !—I think there is as much drinking now as 
there was 6 years ago. 

42754. Taking the population here and the fact that this is a seaport town, is this 
an orderly and law-abiding community /—There is far more drinking now than I like. 

42755. In the event of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, a law to pro- — 
hibit the manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage pur- 
poses, do you think it would be right for brewers and distillers to receive compensation 
for loss of plant and machinery ?—It would depend on circumstances and on the length 
of time they had been in business, because they have been licensed by law to carry on 
its manufacture ; and of course it would depend on the length of time given them to get 
out of the business. 

42756. We have been told to-day by the Inland Revenue officer that although 
brewers and distillers are licensed from year to year, when they comply with the require- 
ments of the law, it is practically a continuous business /—Exactly. 

JOHN DEVINE. 
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42757. In fact we were told that in Victoria licenses became attached to the pre- 
mises ?—Indeed. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


42758. You spoke about violations of the license law. Are there other violations 
than the one you mentioned, that is, saloons where people take a biscuit or a sandwich 
with liquor on Sunday 1_Yes, 

42759. In what way ?-—In regard to shop licenses. 

42760. Do the holders of shop licenses violate the law ?—Yes. 

42761. Do they sell liquor by the glass, for example ?—Yes. 

42762. Has that come to the attention of the Commissioners ?—Everbody knows it. 

42763. Has no attempt been made to check that sale /—Not so far. 

42764. To what do you attribute that failure to check the sale’—Dr. McGuigan 
explained the matter pretty well when he said that the people did not think it did any 
harm to go into a licensed house and get a glass of liquor. 

42765, Do you believe that license laws regulate the business when there are con- 
stant infractions of the law ’—I believe the law should be strictly enforced in every 
particular. . 

42766. Who violates the law, and whose duty is it to prevent violations ’—You can 
not help but say that it is the duty of the police and the License Inspector. We cannot 
do anything but give instructions to the officers to carry out the law. 

42767. Do they attempt to carry out the law ?—So far as the shop licenses go, I do 
not think so. 

42768. Do they attempt to bring to book hotel-keepers who violate the Sunday 
law ?—Yes ; that was done in the first instance. 

42769. If would appear, then, that the license law is not enforced in Vancouver? 
—So far as strictly carrying out the law, it is a perfect dead letter. 

42770. I think you said prohibition would be impracticable on account of the pre- 
sent condition of the country. Do you believe in the principle of prohibition as applied 
to the liquor traffic ?—T like it well. 


By Judge McDonald : 


42771. Do you think the violations have been more than the prosecutions /—Not 
altogether, perhaps. I may say that there is a great sentiment here against being an 
informer. 

42772. Does the same feeling prevail in regard to informing about burglaries and 
thefts ’—No; it applies only to the liquor traffic. 

42773. Why ?—The people do not consider it is a serious breach of the law. They 
look upon it as a breach of the law, but nothing wrong in itself. 

_ 42774. In this city, which pays the higher license, the saloon or the hotel !—The 
saloon. We asked the License Board to reduce the license fee on the shops. We con- 
sidered the difference between $400 and $500 too small. We asked that the shop license 
should be reduced to $250. The reason given for refusing was, that it would reduce the 
revenue os the city too pa 

497 $500 ; the shop keeper $400, and the 
hotel 4200. The largest sum 1S aid - Ne saloon-keeper, and he says that it is not fair 
that the shop-keeper should do a better trade than he does. Not one of them, however, 
wants to become an informer. 

42776. You are a License Commissioner, we understand !—Yes. 

42777. Would you be willing to inform against offenders /—I have not stated per- 
sons who were offenders, although I have a pr etty g good idea as to those that sell. 

42778. Is there anything to prevent you from. laying an information with the police 
against Ares offenders ?—-There is ; but I would rather not say what it is. 

42779. The law would allow you to be an informer ?—There is no law about it. It 
is a question of going to those establishments and bringing cases against them, remeim- 
bering that the persons who frequent them and take liquor: are persons occupying very 


high positions. 
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42780. If there is an evil in the community, why do not you and your associates 
remove it ’—I dare say we might try. I have never felt it to be my special duty. We 
pay a man to look after that matter, and he is the one who should do his duty. 

42781. You say it is not your duty to do so /—I have never looked upon this mat- 
ter in the light that I should personally act and do this. 

42782. Take an example. We all know that in many communities there is formed 
an association for the protection of animals from cruelty, and this association sees that 
the law is observed, and further, institutes proceedings for cruelty to women and child- 
ren !—Yes ; I would inform in such cases. I have had some informers. Some hotel- 
keepers have co-operated with me in regard to some small matters. 

42783. They have come to you as a License Commissioner, I suppose /—Yes ; and 
they have asked me to move in certain matters, which I have done. 

427%4, At all events, nothing has been done /—No. 

42785. The matter was talked about and nothing was done?—It was not much 
talked about. 


HENRY A. MELLON, of Vancouver, general merchant, on being duly sworn, 
deposed as follows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 


42786. Do you hold any official position?—I am American-Lloyds agent, and 
Consul for Spain, and a Justice of the Peace for this province. 

42787. How long have you resided in British Columbia ?—Six years. ° 

42788. How long have you resided in Vancouver /—AlII that time, with the excep- 
tion of one month I was in Victoria. 

42789. Did you come here from one of the other provinces /—I came from Mani- 
toba ; I was a Justice of the Peace there too. 

42790. Have you had anything to do with the working of the license law ?—No. 

42791. Then only asa citizen have you known the working of the license law /—Yes. 

42792. Have you found it work satisfactorily !— Yes. 

42793. Are there any amendments to it that you could suggest /—No. 

42794. Have you ever lived in a prohibitory country ?— Yes. 

42795. Where?—In the North-west Territories, at Rapid City. I was a pioneer in 
connection with that place, for I took 60 families out there myself. 

42796. In what part is Rapid City ?—At present it is in the Winnipeg district of 
Manitoba, but at the time I was speaking of, it was not within that constituency. 

42797. When you lived there, was the North-west Mounted Police Force in exist- 
ence /—Yes, and a prohibitory law also. 

42798. How did you find it work ?—For the first two years it worked exceptionally 
well. Liquor was very difficult to secure. There were permits given by Colonel McLeod. 

42799. Was not smuggling carried on !—I suppose so, but I do not know decidedly. 

42800. There was no railway in operation at that time ?—No. 

42801. You have spoken of the first two years of the Act and you have said that 
it worked well during that period ?— Yes. 

42802. How did it work after that ?——After that, the North-west Territories Act 
came in, and there was more communication with the rest of the country. There was 
then more or less smuggling of liquor, and drinking was carried on in all places. This 
became such a nuisance that the citizens applied for a license law, and obtained it. 

42803. Was that after Rapid City became a part of Manitoba ?— Yes. 

42804. Is the license law of Manitoba carried into force there ?— Yes. 

42805. Wasit in force when you left there? — Yes, and I lived at Winnipeg for a time. 

42806. Is there any other country in which you have lived where there was a pro- 
hibitory law in force ?—I have been all over the world, and I have had considerable 
experience. 

JoHN DEVINE. 
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42807. Have you been in the Fiji Islands ?—I have been all over the world, India, 
China, Australia and Cape of Good Hope. 

42808. In all those countries, were license laws in operation !—Yes. 

42809. What is the custom in China ?—They have a license law, but I could not 
tell you on what basis it is framed. 

42810. And in regard to India, what has been your experience there ?—There is a 
license law there also. But I might say this, before going further with respect to my 
experience in India: I was sub-lieutenant in the Naval Brigade, and scarcely any law 
is required in India, because drinking is a mere cipher. There is no drinking among the 
natives, their religion prohibits it, and the natives of India are a most temperate class. 
It is only in large cities, among the Anglo-Saxons, that you find the use of alcoholic 
liquors. I have formed the idea that it is almost essential to the existence of the Anglo- 
Saxons to use liquor more or less. 

42811. Hive you had any experience in Turkey !—The Turks of the country dis- 
tricts are very abstemious ; yet when they go into large cities, where they come into 
contact with white people, some of the Mohammedans use liquor. 

42812. We understand that the Mohammedan religion prohibits drinking liquor !— 
Nes: 

42813. Have you seen anything in regard to the use of liquor in Persia !—No. My 
experience has been principally on the sea coast. 

42814. In Arabia /—I have been all along the coast of Syria. 

42815. What custom prevails there in regard to the use of liquor ?—In the seaports 
there are licenses issued. 

42816. In the Mediterranian countries do you find the use of light wines general ! 
—Yes, principally in Alexandria and other eastern places. When you get to Gibraltar 
_ the sailors and people of the lower class use a great deal of rum and a kind of arrack. 
Amongst the more respectable classes a great deal of light wines is used, indeed, light 
" wines are used at every meal. 

42817. Taking your experience in British Columbia, do you think a prohibitory 
law could be practically enforced in this province !—No, I am certain it could not. 

42818. What would be the difficulties here !—In the first place, there is an immense 
extent of coast, and in the second place, it is sparsely settled. The extent of the coast 
is such that every little bay or inlet might cover a distillery. The people would either 
distil liquor or smuggle it. Further, we have a large boundary line that it would be 
impossible to protect. It would require an army at least, and then I doubt whether it 
could be done. 

42819. Supposing a general prohibitory law were passed, a law to prohibit the manu- 
facture, importation and sale of alcoholic liquors for beverage purposes, do you think it 
would be right that brewers and distillers should be compensated for loss of plant and 
machinery !—Yes, I think they should be compensated if a prohibitory law were passed. 
On the other hand, if prohibition became the law of the country, and the brewers and 
distillers were given proper notice and allowed time to wind up their affairs, I do not 
think compensation would be necessary. It would, however, be impossible to pass a 
prohibitory law and carry it into effect, because I think there would be a revolution in 
the country before it could be carried out. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


42820. I understand you have expressed yourself as having no objection to the 
license law as you have observed it here ?— Yes. 

42821. Do you object to the violations of the law concerning which we have had 
considerable testimony this afternoon ?!—Speaking candidly, I believe those statements 
have been greatly exaggerated. I have not been in a saloon on Sunday since I have 
been here, unless I have had some business ; otherwise I think drinking on Sunday is 
the exception to the rule. I do not know that I can remember positively ever seeing a 
drunken man on the street. I have seen some on Saturday night and I have even seen 
men jolly, boys too, who have had some liquor to set them up ; but so far as seeing men 
drunk on Sunday is concerned, I have not seen one. 

42822. Is it good for the boys to obtain liquor in that way ?—No. 
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42823. Do yousee any relation between that description of drinking on the part of 
the boys and the licensed liquor places. Is there any relation —No. Those young men 
have a little jollification, and I could not see that any of them were incapable of going 
right back and attending to their business. On this coast we have a tendency to become - 
more or less jolly. 

42824, You belong to the Navy, I believe !—To the Naval Reserve. 

42825. It was formerly the custom, I believe, to give rations of grog in the Navy ? 
—Yes. 

42826. But there has been a change in that respect /—It is optional with the men 
now. They can either take their grog or not. In India we supplied the men with beer 
in preference to rum, it was only when we arrived in more temperate climates that they 
got rum, 

42827. Do you consider that beer was preferable to spirits /—Yes. 

42828. Do you know from the history of the Navy up to the present time that there 
are now a very large number of men who refrain from grog entirely !—I believe so. I 
might say as regards myself that I sailed for 30 years, and 20 years of that time I was 
in command. Liquor cost me nothing and I never took anything on board ship during 
20 years, but I took it when on shore. It was a matter of principle. 

42829. Why is it that abstinence is encouraged in the Navy now by the officers ? 
Do the officers think the men are better off than they were when rations of grog were 
served?—I do not think it is the duty of the officers to encourage or interfere in any 
way. Of course an officer may have his own personal views, but officially he is not 
allowed to say a word to the men. If an officer joins a church and becomes a missionary 
of that church in a lay capacity, he has a right to do this ; but that is a personal matter. 

42830. Then it would be proper for him to use his influence !—Certainly. 

42831. Would that abstinence be in the interest of the men physically or otherwise, 
or against their interest /—I do not know. The present idea is that the physique of the 
sailors is not what it was 20 or 30 years ago. 

42832. Do you think that is attributable in any respect to the abstinence from 
grog !—That is a question I should not like to go into. 

42833. I believe you have said that you have come to the conclusion that grog is 
necessary to the existence of the Anglo- Saxons ?—It seems to me to be so more or less. 
It seems they cannot get on without it. 

42834. In your wide observation extending over a large portion of the world, have 
you observed whether it interfered with the existence of the Anglo-Saxons !—No. We 
found in India that the moderate drinker withstood the climate better, and when an 
epidemic came along he stood just as good a chance as the total abstainer. It was only 
when a man drank to excess that the liquor proved harmful. All the doctors recom- 
mended you to take one or two glasses of liquor daily in order to prevent torpidity of 
the liver. 

42835. Do you think the use of liquor in this country prevents epidemics? No, I 
do not think it has any influence one way or another. 

42836. You have spoken about the impractibility of carrying out prohibition. Do 
you object to the principle of prohibition /—No. 

42837. Do you believe if prohibition were enacted in Canada, and were well 
enforced, it would be productive of any good?—TI think if there was a possibility of 
introducing prohibition and carrying it out thoroughly, that is to stamp out liquor from 
the world, Ut would be well for all concerned, but I cannot see that it is practicable. 


Henry A. MELLON. 
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ia W. D. BRYDONE JACK, M.D., of Vancouver, on being duly sworn, deposed as 
ollows :— 


By Judge McDonald : 

42838. Are you a practising physician ?—Yes, I am a physician and surgeon. 

42839. How long have you resided in British Columbia ?—Nearly three years. 

42840. Have you resided all that time in Vancouver ?—Yes. 

42841. Did you come here from one of the other provinces /—I had been practising 
in England for several years, but I came here direct from Manitoba. : 

42842. Have you had any experience of a prohibitory law ?—I cannot say that I 
have. The Scott Act was in force in one of the districts of Ontario when I was there 
for a short time, but I did not take any notice of it. 

42843. Have you been brought officially in connection with the working of the 
license law here ?— No. 

42844. Only as a citizen !—Yes. 

42845. How does it appear to work ?—It seems to work very well. TI think there 
are probably some violations of it. 

42846. Arethere any amendments that you would suggest to the Commission in 
regard to the law !—I should not lke to suggest any, because I have not studied the law. 

42847. Taking the experience you have had in England and elsewhere and in Van- 
couver, and taking into consideration the fact that this is a seaport town, are the people 
here sober, orderly and law-abiding ?—I do not think there is any more drinking here 
than in other cities and. seaport towns in England. 

42848. Do you, as a matter of principle, favour prohibition or license ?—Prohibition. 

42849. Are you opposed to the license law on principle !—I prefer prohibition. 

42850. If you cannot obtain prohibition, do you favour license to free sale !— 
Certainly. 

42851. In case of the enactment of a general prohibitory law, a law to prohibit 
the manufacture, importation and sale of alcoholic liquors, do you think it would be 
right to compensate brewers and distillers for loss of plant and machinery /—Provided 
that a certain time was allowed them to close up their business, I do not. think they 
should be given compensation. 

42852. You would either compensate them or give them time to close up their 
business, I suppose ?—They would require one or the other. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod : 


42853. Have you observed whether the Sunday law is violated here or is carried 
out /—Of course I do not come into contact with saloons much on Sunday, but I have 
observed quite a few cases of drunkenness on the streets on Sunday ; on Sunday morn- 
ing as well as in the evening. 

42854. There has been testimony given to the effect that in houses of ill-fame, of 
which there are a considerable number here, there is liquor sold without license. Do 
you, as a physician, know whether the liquor trade is as a rule connected with the social 
evil Always. 

42855. That is your observation of it?—Yes. 

42856. Do you believe that total abstinence is compatible with the best health !— 
Certainly. 

42857. Is habitual moderate drinking harmful or harmless !—Habitual drinking 
may be harmless in some cases, but not as a rule. A man is better without it. 

42858. Have abstainers, other things being equal, any better expectation of life 
than habitual drinkers !—Yes; that is one of the questions asked by most insurance 
companies, as to whether the applicant is a total abstainer or not. 

42859. Are insurance companies careful about taking risks on moderate drinkers ! 
—They are, sometimes. 

42860. In case of accidents or serious illness, have total abstainers a better chance 
of recovery than men with the drink habit, even in moderation !—They have. 

42861. Are the children of moderate drinkers more liable than the children of total 
abstainers to have brain or nervous or other physical defects —Yes, : 
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42862. Speaking of heredity : have you observed whether the children of habitual _ 
drinkers are more likely to become drunkards than the children of total abstainers ?— — 
Yes, I think they are, from what I have noticed. 

42863. What effect do you believe, from your knowledge as a practising physician, 
total abstinence and enforced prohibition would have on the health of the community 
at large ?—It would have a beneficial effect. 

42864. Have you given any attention to the cause of insanity !—Nothing special. 

42865. Have you studied the subject sufficiently to be able to say whether alcoholism 
is in any degree the predisposing cause of insanity /—From my experience of cases of 
insanity, I should say that alcoholism is directly or indirectly the cause, indirectly I mean 
through its influence by others on individuals; in fact it is the predisposing cause in 
the great majority of ‘cases. 


By Judge McDonald : 


42866. Do you find medical authorities agree with you in that opinion, or are you 
speaking purely from your own experience /—Partly from my own experience and partly 
from medical authorities. 

42867. If the asylum authorities of Canada take a different view, do you think 
they are correct !—Asylum authorities in assigning the causes as given by the indivi- 
duals do not take into account the causes of which I have spoken. They take into 
account only the direct causes. 

42868. Would they not be in a better position to judge these matters than you ?— 
Certainly they would, because they have a larger number of cases to deal with. 

42869. Is there any difterence, taking ordinary life insurance, in the premium paid 
by the total abstainer and the man who drinks in moderation ?—Not in all companies. 
There are some companies that make a difference in favour of the total abstainer. 

42870. Does your company make a special division of profits for total abstainers ? 
—Yes. 

42871. Do you know what the fact has been as regards total abstainers ?—From 
what I have read of statistics on that point, it has been in favour of total abstainers. 

42872. I am speaking of the findncial effect ?—What I was speaking of was the 
percentage of deaths. 

42873. Taking the financial effect, what has that been?—I do not know much 
about it. 

42874. Take the insurance companies : there are some of them, you say, that make 
special rates for total alstainers and a division of profits is made in favour of total 
abstainers. Did the total abstainers get their bonuses ?—I could not say. 

42875. Do you know that the result has been that the total abstainers have got. 
profits added even beyond those obtained by the moderate drinker /—I could not say. 


ALFRED ST. GEORGE HAMMERSLY, of Vancouver, on being duly sworn, 


deposed as follows :— 
By Judge McDonald: 


42876. What is your profession or occupation /—I am a barrister and I act as City 
Solhieitor. 

42877. How long have you resided in British Columbia !—Four and a half years. 

42878. Where did you come from ?!—I came originally from England, and _ before 
that from Australia and New Zealand and other countries. 

42879. Have you lived in any other city, except Vancouver, in British Columbia! 
—TI resided a short time in Victoria, but nothing to count. 

42880. What has been your experience in Australia in respect to dealing with the 
liquor traffic? Was there a license law in force there /—Yes, in the part I was in. At 

W. D. Brypong.J ack. 
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first there was a License Board appointed by the Government and Justices of the Peace, 
and it worked very well; it could not have been better. Latterly they repealed that 
law and adopted a local option law. The Legislature repealed that law, and went back 
to a license law. 

42881. We have been told to-day that in Australia some places have two or three 
bars in one bar building ?—Yes, that is the custom in regard to some hotels. There is 
no limit in regard to the number of bars. 

42882. Are they in different rooms in the building !—There are as many bars as 
the hotel-keeper wishes. He does not pay any more for two or three than he would 
for one. 

42883. In New Zealand, what is the law ?—Exactly the same there. 

42884. Is there no limit there in regard to the number of bars ’—No. 

42885. Do you know what were the license fees paid in those countries !—-When I 
was there, five years ago, fees were £100 a year in the cities and towns, and £40 a year 
in the country. 

42886. Had they different classes of licenses, such as hotel and saloon ?—There are 
no saloons, they are all hotels. 

42887. Is it the same in New Zealand ?—Yes ; they are all hotels. There are no 
such places as saloons in those countries. 

42888. Are the same classes of liquors sold there as are sold here, spirits and fer- 
mented liquors?— Yes. 

42889. Are there also light wines used in these countries /—Yes, to a certain extent ; 
not very much. Whisky is the prevailing drink of the country, about the same as it is 
here. 

42890. Taking your experience of different countries and your experience in Van- 
couver, and taking into account that this is a seaport town do you think the people are 
sober, orderly and law-abiding ?—I think so, distinctly. This town compares favourably 
with towns in Australia and New Zealand. There is less drinking observable here; that 
is to say, that a passer-by would not see nearly as much drinking, or rather signs of 
drinking, as in either Australia or New Zealand. 

42891. Have they a Sunday closing law there?—Yes ; the law we have here is 
framed very much after‘the New Zealand and Australian laws. 

42892. How is the Sunday law observed there /—About the same as it is here. 

42893. How is it in New Zealand !—The same as here. 

42894. Have you any knowledge as to how the Sunday law is observed. here?—To 
say that liquor is not sold would be incorrect. It is almost impossible to prevent viola- 
tions of the law. 

42895. You were in this country before the present law come into force, I believe. 
Have you noticed any difference between the present time and before the Sunday closing 
law came into force !—Yes. 

42896. Are there less effects of drinking manifest on Sunday ?—Certainly, without 
a doubt. That law has been very beneficial. 

42897. Are there any suggestions you can make to the Commission in regard to 
amending the license law ?—No, I do not think so; at all events, no particular arhend- 
ments. I would have severe punishment inflicted on habitual drunkards, more severe 
than is now provided for. 

42898. Do you know whether there are people in this community who repeatedly 
appear before the Police Court and are fined for drunkenness, sent to jail for short terms, 
and shortly afterwards reappear in the Police Court !—I do not know ; but if such is the 
case, and probably you will find some in every community, I think there should be very 
strict laws passed making habitual drunkenness a crime. 

42899. Do you think the victims should be locked up in inebriate asylums ?—I 
would punish them very severely indeed. 

42900. Taking communities you have known in Australia, New Zealand, England 
and here, do you consider that the larger proportion of those who use intoxicating 
beverages use them moderately or immoderately !—Moderately. 

42901. Taking those people, is the percentage large or small? Suppose you take 
100 people who use alcoholic drink, how many use it to excess !—Ten or fifteen per cent. 
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When I say in excess, I do not mean habitual drinkers, but people who go beyond 
moderation. 

42902. Do you know anything of the character of the liquor sold inthis community, 
and do you favour a rigid inspection of liquor /—Certainly. 

42903. Is there any provision in your license law for the inspection of liquor ?—No, 
I do not think we could carry it out. 

42904. Is there a Dominion Analyst or Inspector here ?—I think not. 

42905. Taking the country as you know it, do you believe prohibition is practicable 
here ?—It certainly would not be. 

42906. What would be the difficulties in the way ?—I think there are difficulties 
in all communities. I have seen prohibition in force but it utterly failed. 

42907. Where was that ?—In the north part of New Zealand, where it was an 
absolute failure. 

42908. Is the prohibition law still in force there, or not !—I could not say. 

42909. What were the difficulties there ?—The difficulty of enforcing the law. Such 
an immense number of people require liquor that it would be impossible to enforce the 
law, even with a large body of good officers. 

42910. Do you mean that people would bring in liquor ?—Yes. You would require 
an immense army of men, very vigilant, in order to suppress the traffic, and I do not 
believe it could be suppr essed even then. 

42911. In the event of a general prohibitory law, do you believe the brewers and 
distillers should be compensated for their plant and machinery rendered useless ?— 
Certainly. 


By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 


42912. Is your objection to prohibition because of the impracticability of carrying 
it out, or do you object to the principle of it —I object to the principle of it. I think 
moderate drinking is perfectly right. 


By Judge McDonald : 


42913. In that country of which you have spoken (New Zealand), where a prohi- 
bitory law was in force, what were the means taken to enforce it, and were there domi- 
ciliary visits and inspections of places ?— Yes, and there was also a police force. 

42914. Do you mean a special force !—Yes, they had a special force to do the work. 

42915. What was the character of the liquor used?—-Whisky almost entirely. 
Spirits came in of very bad quality. 

42916. They came in small bulk, I suppose, and could be smuggled in ?— Yes. 

42917. How are _ licenses granted there now ?—By the Licensing Board on 
receiving applications made by applicants : and at the same time there is the power 
ot opposing licenses given to the people. If the people do not wish a license to be granted, 
their appeal is listened to, and if a license is not considered desirable, it is not given. 

42918. Have a certain proportion of the people to act in opposition to the applica 
tion ?—The license is not granted unless it is considered reasonable and proper by the 
Commissioners to do so. 

42919. Has the applicant to have the names of a certain proportion of the people 
to his petition, and certain accommodation on his premises ?—Yes, they must have the 
regular accommodation for ordinary travellers. 

42920. Is the number of the licenses limited according to the population ?—No, the 
number is entirely at the discretion of the Commissioners. 

42921. There is no limit, then, in the cities and in the rural districts ?—No. 

42922. Are there many wayside inns in Australia /—Yes, quite a number in the 
country. 

42923. And in New Zealand, too ?—The Act, as carried out by the Commissioners, 
works very well, and the hotels are maintained up to a certain standard, and licenses are 
not granted unless hotels are first class. 

42924, If an hotel is granted a license in spite of considerable opposition being 
made, how long would the license continue in force ?—One year. 

ALFRED St. GEORGE HAMMERSLY, 
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42925. At the end of that year, could opposition be again made !—Yes, for a fresh 
application would have to be made. 


42926. Then the licensee would not obtain a vested interest in the license, contin- 
gent on good behaviour !—No. 

42927. We understand that in some parts of British Columbia men having licenses: 
do not have to apply for renewals /—There is an idea that it is so, but it is not really so. 

42928. In Victoria we understood that was the practice in some cases !—It is not 
so here. There is a provision in the law that if a man absconds, any party interested in 
the house, the owner or the landlord, can apply and get the license issued to him for the 
house. 

42929. If a licensee became insolvent, his assignee could not put in the license as 
part of the property /—No, there is no vested interest in that way. 

42930. And the executor could not do anything with it —No. So long as the licensee 
behaves himself, the license is likely to be granted continuously ; but it is in the power 
of the Licensing Commissioners not to renew it. 


The Commission adjourned, to resume its sittings in California, U. 8. A. 
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APR EIN ge Ora) 


Letter submitted by Police Magistrate Peebles, of Winnipeg : 


Re Liquor License Act. Reply of Board of Police Commissioners to letter from Department of the 
Attorney-General. : 


The Board of Police Commissioners have had referred to them the letter from the Attorney- 
General’s Department, of 23rd ult., in reference to the enforcement of the Liquor License Act in 
Winnipeg. Having given the matter their best consideration, they submit the following as their 
response to the communication referred to, as well as to others upon the same subject :— 

The authority of the Board, under the provisions of the Act, appears to be very. generally misun- 
derstood, and to be assumed to be more extensive thanasa fact itis. This appears from communi- 
cations to and referring to the Board on this as well as on other questions. 

The police force under the control of the Board is a very small one, considering the extent of the 
territory it is intended to protect, and it is no doubt largely owing to its efficiency that an increase 
in the numbers has not yet become an absolute necessity. As it is, the patrol service has so far been 
confined within a very limited area, almost to Main Street. 

The force is as large as the appropriation will properly maintain. 

The preservation of the peace and the protection of the lives and property of the citizens appears 
to be the first duty of a police force. 

; To assist in enforcing the observance of the law, in other and all respects, is also admitted to be a 

uty. 
It is admitted, however, that there are statutory offences in respect to which the duty of mem- 
bers of a regular police force must be of a limited character, or otherwise its value for protective or 
more important purposes will be greatly lessened, if not destroyed. This remark specially applies to 
the question under consideration. 

The police constables wear uniforms when on duty, are well known, and in connection with this 
matter could be of little service as detectives, apart from the fact that their acting in that capacity 
would certainly affect their usefulness in connection with other and paramount duties. 

The Board is of opinion that it comes within the duty of a police constable on patrol to take cog- 
nizance of any infraction of the Liquor License Act, as well as of any local or general law that he may 
see or have his attention called to, such as the keeping open of bar-rooms during prohibited hours, or 
any other open violation of the law, but this can only be done within the ordinary patrol limits. 

In connection with the performance of this duty, copies of the synopsis of the Act referred to in 
section 118, should be furnished to the Police Department. 

The expenditure of the Board and its purpose is strictly defined and limited by the Act. It has 
no appropriation in connection with the enforcement of the provisions of the Liquor License Act for 
the payment of the class of detectives required in connection with the enforcement of laws of this 
character, and the Board does not consider it has any authority to make or order such an expenditure. 

Section 14 of the Act appears to place the responsibility in this connection upon the municipality 
where there is no inspector appointed by the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, resident therein. F 

This Board has hitherto been under the impression that the duty of looking after the enforcement 
of the Liquor License Act has been assumed by the Inspector of the Government, resident in the 
municipality, in connection with the City Inspector. 

As this does not appear to be the case, the Board is prepared to give such instructions to the police 
constables as to their duties in the premises, as it considers proper that they should perform, and as 
already indicated. 
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AwPPEN DIX® Now: 


The following statement was submitted by Charles H. Cordingley, of Winnipeg - | 


CITY OF WINNIPEG. 


10 WHOLESALE HOUSES. 


Average. 
HLocksicarriedeamMownGmcOnseeyes «me sic hile eee ee $ 257,000 $321 25 
INumibenotemployicese meer iesctie eta: orgs. aac ecient eae a 68 4 
Yearly: wasesianinrthe sores ethic nha he [eg tae ee eee $43,740 $5,467 


These figures are the returns furnished by 8 out of the 10 wholesale houses. Value of real estate 
and premises not furnished. The value of real estate and buildings not given by the wholesale 
merchants. 


38 HOTELS AND 8 RESTAURANTS. 


Present value of property (real estate and buildings)........ $1,091,500 $31,186 
Depreciationvon abover wen acl: sco eee reer en eee $541,800 $15,480 
Number ofiemploycess ect cacao cs an ccme ec Ee ere ee eee 244 i 
WWiGarly AWagesMry rete attache cote iis ace orste eee ee eee ee $124,114 $3,546 
Waltieon bar tixtumesmand eSbOCiKW nc seimelce icine titer eens $47,300 $4,208 


(Depreciation of fixtures and stocks not given in to the undersigned. Think 50 per cent would 
be a low estimate.) his does not include the value of furniture. 

These are the figures furnished by 35 out of 46 hotels and restaurants, basing my figures on the 
above returns furnished by 35 out of 46 licensees, the full returns would amount to as follows :— 


Valute:of properties: irc ce 5. > 225 2.0 aaj0.5 Aces Coots eee eee $1,282,900 
Depreciation) ciate tecnsetaenere x ,i3: sie). 5 sn) el ovat he es ohh tent oe Sanne Lay ee fr $628,117 
Number" of employees a5 sic. tvcce ald b= ahaa acto seg eee eet oe 313 
Wear ly< wages same sree ees eh ae etey perc ae tere ee eh ere ae eer ee $159,512 
Valuceiobibarhxturesiand¥stockSia..e) \ eee ine ele ee ere $183,434 
Tatalmumbervoliemplovees. so crita hors | seaeie eek ee eh rae een ere eee 381 
Total amount of wages....... og Sag hind ip es iE Stay ae re eS $203, 252 


In addition to the above there are 2 breweries and 2 cigar factories who employ a large number 
of hands in the city. 

There are 84 licenses in the Province of Manitoba exclusive of the City of Winnipeg. 

Value of properties occupied by licensees— 


Realestate -andilouil dings yrmeen cy. casey ac ae erty eters erence eee ee ae $ 699,653 
Depreciationtontaboviery ihc capitis 2.4 kine ee ae Pee ree $375,519 
SLocksiot liquors and) bai tix bunes a> ai teensmeeee cee es eee eee ee $137,396 
Num berofiemployeesie. aw onts v.22 ha aceu rasan © Cae era ere eee rete 510 
NACE AEE OR MOL WNDhy Kameeee bo me doan Coonatonebe aoe boat deec sear $161,744 


In addition to the above there should be the value of the furniture in the hotels (not furnished 
to me) the depreciation on which as well as the stock and bar fixtures I should estimate would be at 
least 50 per cent. 

The above are the returns furnished me by 76 out of 84 licensees in the province. Basing my 
figures on the above returns, my estimates for the full returns would be as follows :— 


YE AV CHC0) by 0) 40) 0-9 4.) (can eee ee A PRINCE ohigintolscccto how oo.80Ro2 o5 $773,502 
WE PRECIA TEOMA gira cistnie ais. ch doi airs wos ole ecae pe a ee ae Se . $415,047 
Valtiesof stocksrandsixtavess” «<2 cua ahr Nie eee ota ee ee ee $153,175 
Numiberofremployeesitnccc's - 6 hr-.-1-ie ars dep eee ene See ee «ee 573 
Mearly wacesipard: thems © ssc cit eterna eh ee eee teen aa ae $178,756 
Total mumberotemployeesin the province. wast ae eee es ae Pe 944 
otal wages paldibhemy sae age ils. 2 4 ocvae jetta) Rega Nee eee IE Oe ene $382,008 


In addition to the above there are 14 wholesale houses and 4 breweries employing a large number 
of hands, 
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APPENDIX No. 3. 


The following provisions of the deliverance of General Conferance of Methodist Church 
were submitted by Rev. John Semmens, of Winnipeg : 


1. The attitude of the Methodist Church toward the liquor traffic has been from the beginning 
one of unabating opposition. We declare it to be offensive to God and ruinous to man, a deadly foe to 
the happiness, morality and prosperity of any people. We strenuously urge that total abstinence for 
the individual, and total prohibition for the State, are principles which claim our unhesitating sup- 
port as a Christian Church. 

2. We believe and teach that the liquor traffic cannot be licensed without sin. Into the licensed 
bar-room men are tempted in social and business intercourse, and speedily the habit of social treating 
ripens into the habit of drunkenness. We appeal to you to unite with us in securing the outlawry 
of this abomination of desolation—the licensed bar-room—in every community, by using your vote 
and influence against the granting of licenses. When the traffic is outlawed we believe it to be the 
patriotic duty of every citizen to secure the suppression of all illicit traffic by aggressive legal measures. 

3. We are aware of the wide-spread indignation regarding very inefficient enforcement of prohi- 
bitory laws against the liquor traffic. The burden of securing evidence, and of bearing expenses of 
prosecution is too frequently thrown upon private citizens. We believe that the Government should 
as strictly enforce the laws against law-breakers of the saloon as against any class of criminals. When 
the Government refuses to do this it is guilty of an executive weakness against which we protest. 
This weakness cannot be remedied if we lessen our efforts or compromise with the foe, but only by 
patient, persistent agitation directed toward clearing out of all public offices incompetent idlers and 
sympathisers with the liquor traffic. 

4. We rejoice in the fact that an advance has been made by the Manitoba Legislature in calling 
for a plebiscite vote upon Prohibition, and we pledge ourselves to use our votes and influence in 
favour of Prohibition. 

5. We regret to learn that the Prohibitory Law, inperfect though it was, in the North-west 
Territories has been repealed in favour of license law. This has been followed, we are credibly 
informed, by a greater flood of intoxicating liquors than has ever before been witnessed. We urge 
the temperance people of the Territories to roll back this flood of iniquity, and unite with Manitoba 
in bringing this great land under the rule of prohibition, strictly enforced. 

6. We recognize the fact that a prohibitory law without a Government in sympathy with it, 
to enforce it as part of its policy, would be a dead law upon our statute-book. The inconsistency of 
professedly temperance voters, who preached prohibition and voted against it in the election of their 
candidates, has in the past defeated their own desire for a prohibitory law. Also, by duplicity and 
craftiness designing politicians have in times past deceived and duped the people in their dealing with 
this question. We therefore urge the Christian men of our Church, and of others also, who love their 
country, to use their votes and influence to secure the election of legislators whose past record is 
clean, and who have shown before their nomination a sympathy with prohibition. Sudden con- 
versions of candidates for office to this cause on the eve of an election are often spurious, and followed 
by grievous back-sliding. The time has, in our opinion, come when the Church of God, of which the 
Methodist Church is an influential part, should definitely and for ever separate itself from the liquor 
traffic, and oppose any Government which leans upon the liquor traffic for support. 
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APPENDIX No. 4. 


The following resolution was submitted by Rev. A. Urquhart, of Brandon : 


The minutes of the Ninth Synod of Manitoba and the North-west Territories of the Presbyterian 
Church of Canada, 1891, show : 

Thirteenth Sederunt, Tuesday afternoon. 

That from discussions during the present election of members to the North-west Council, on the 

latform and in the press, it would seem probable that an attempt would be made to change the 
North-west Act in relation to prohibition. 

That in opinion of this Synod, the Prohibition law as it stands, if properly administered, suits 
the circumstances of the population and state of society of the Territories better than any proposed 
Legislation. 

That the Synod is constrained to express its decided judgment that the spirit of the prohibition 
law, has been grossly violated and subverted by the way in which permits have been issued by the 
Lieutenant-Governor to persons, and in quantities, wholly at variance with the scope and intent of 
the Act. 

That the Synod does respectfully but earnestly petition the North-west Assembly not to make 
any changes in the Act which may in any way relax those provisions which guarantee immunity from 
the numerous evils that result from the traffic in intoxicating drinks. 

hat in the judgment of this Synod before any licenses to sell intoxicating drinks be granted to 
any person or persons, he or they must have secured the names on petition of at least fifteen out of 
twenty of the nearest resident householders, who are at the same time ratepayers. 

That the Synod earnestly requests the hearty co-operation of all the Christian Churches in 
strengthening the hands of our legislators in our desire to prevent or curtail the pernicious drink 
traffic by public resolution and private effort. 

That the Synod earnestly recommends all its ministers, elders and members to earnestly pray 
and diligently to work in every legitimate way to guard the homes and families of the people of the 
North-west Territories from the dreadful scourge of drunkenness. 


APPENDIX No. 5. 


Copy of deliverance on prohibition adopted by the Baptist Church in Manitoba, submitted 
by Rev. Wm. Jenkins, Brandon. 


PROHIBITION. 


Whereas we believe that the liquor traffic is a curse in our land, that all methods of restriction 
have failed to curtail its ravages : Resolved that we are convinced that -absolute prohibition is an 
imperative necessity ; and that nothing but this will banish intemperance from our fair country ; 
Resolved also that we welcome the opportunity to express at the polls at the coming general election 
our desire for the immediate enactment and enforcement of a prohibition law. Moved by Messrs. 
King and McDonald and carried by a standing vote. 
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AREE NDI aN Ox. 


The following statements were submitted by Robert B. Gordon, of Regina: 


The return of special permits after the introduction of intoxicating liquors into the North-west 
Territories, during the year 1889, shows the following summary :— 


Spirits— Galls. 
NVA CS) 2 aI ePIC SPS Ai Sto Auc.cy Cic-cxrKoraig Anas ocelot en aiteen tc ae eae Ss 9,4854 

IBY AIG RS 5 aca. 3 silane, Sale Stores e ae Wan TL ae RRR CT Oe este cate Leave), oes once Rie 1,080 
CAG «3 Gp a RRR EO CAI RSet Sa Ve CS. oth Abeetty tee ei Cee Ear Aine ae 4544 
HEUTINA SAR ss, 5's rs dco. de ae eee eC ES, MIURA INE ne Resp 2245 

JAN \GO) 10) | ea ARTA is. cc Ao cil, Aci Laclo rhe. cheers ee icin ee Me As 416 
AUG E) IOAN els aed Ge Bocce Soca o:bAe vy Lobe inal Gun oe see ee 11,6603 

NAV RCA: 0 cia 10i ARR RR ea Fars ia Rad Go 9 Set Datnck Gece ee ORN re er tne S 1,482 

TBE fy ch oo BO aR RAR nH ilotts cn thicitecs SPOS bch 0.6) io SEMI ee ete ret a eee Den 

IEG RUS 2-55 oc Sea eRe RORRRs Ooo, Conon tn pig sic bia s6.S 5 Oo OR ORG oa ease eI RPE 571 
Beer imported for sale, limited, four per cent alcohol.................... 112,4483 

4 NGS) UP PRP ESR, Pal ite aS hes tin So 9 > tae Cho ol Co I ae Eat eae ea Pn 151,629 


Liquors sold on dining cars of the Canadian Pacific Railway under permit for wine and beer, 
dated 30th July, 1886, from the 25th January to 25th December, 1889: wine, 1642 galls. ; beer, 
2,607 galls. The similar return for 1890, shows the following summary of spirits : — 


Spirits— Galls. 
AY OUSLY, >, eR EG RPS SG Cc ctor eo" er vs oS dio RRP ho Sein Site 10,492 
I SSREW INCL 15 id RTA cr eRen AIS OlowGittne a coro Jo a OCIS O Cee NER 1,1263 
GCOS 0.o6, BEES eee PO OST nh 0 koi Bato Oe Winn of emenae mice rioIOK 4504 
LRRURIN a 6 ef poe RPI cs ORES By critic cM entcheaa. 6 oF 0 SCION REE SC Ac 1203 
ENNOG) 1X0) AIS orrtere ob a 75s, Gras bo ¢ S.otul ROL Ree Ok ener 2274 
LOU | nO EAP EBIIA Loh ao Satoua'c'd Glotcen ola acre BREA R oe oe ORR ONO © 12,417 
WVENIE:. say} 5 of eo cetaiiccs bitrdGin chau Arn Sot Ole ere Na eR ernie tere ate 1,464 
TBE is oth oo eR RRR AT Ar Soria 6.0m coe plated Umer ore meee nr eL 41,660 
JEGVANE G -aee..5 occ: Gore ee ne eee ae es be isroun occa 8 6 tun Gees tedea nc ae oe Bip 1,013 
iBeeratomcales limit, tour pericential coho mere tethers crear 97,1164 
Grand! total)... .... scsi eke tertoenscenetes eeotetks she ee retonee eyes srtieteyerafere 153,6703 


* Liquors sold on dining cars of Canadian Pacific Railway, under permit for wine and beer, dated 
30th July, 1886, from the 25th January to 25th December, 1890: wine, 82} galls. ; beer, 889 galls. 
A similar return for 1891, shows the following :— 


Spirits— ° Galls. 
NY) eS) ip ES he Oe ciao din, dic, og nC EE eIeNS SUS OOD me 12)2a1 
ISSR Ns oC REMERON Der 5 COCO UD ind Ob on CU ne Nao. cee, CO AOS Guo oie 8 1,208 
EO 3.3: Stake 5 en eres SNE) feces Sn hg caine a CRT IEE aie 457 
JRSDN Mic. bc 2 Re eer eric ct Orn, 4 aidan tig Onl arheae clncin a oma meee 102 
ING 5105 Ae, Sed Peer otis boa eo Oca Oe Boro oto dime MSO Seo 328 

ja 4 | eter meres hk ee Mem enn rt rte ca 14,341 

ALTE obtiati-o 6 EE Cerne! Shap acon otace: Broo ama ase au oe 1,625 

Bye hs ol lp ae ERG ieee netelty. cm Ross c cio aicko aoa Mot eames 18,652 

TELOV RS Dahir cis ake Eee cae rirarei no Cotto Gina c o.o-0-010 OIG d ES OU Or 281 

iBeertomsalemlumit, tour per;cent alcohol ame rrrmr ier iat aetna a ree 86,9264 

Gmancacotalis.s. a :nssacece he one eee mC ena eae cea Retest 121,8254 


Liquors sold on dining cars of Canadian Pacific Railway, under permit for wine and beer, dated 
30th July, 1886, from the 25th January to 25th December, 1891: wine, 76 galls. ; beer, 673 galls. 
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Paper submitted by Robert B. Gordon, of Regina : 


NorTuH-WEST TERRITORIES. 
Liquor Permit, 
No. 5049. 


Granted to 


(Back) 


‘poqureid st qrtused reyjour e10faq pouanqed oq ysnta uodnoo sty J, 


FORM OF PERMITS. 


yqguout Ar9A0 soo 


§$ JOUIIAOL)-JURUDINOVT] 94} OF popreMIOF oG 04 sytuiasod pe][e0ueo [TV 


4 


“poust 


“Kep 


(org) 


ayy peTpeour:) 


NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES, 


No, 5049. Liquor Permit, 


Regina, N.W.T., 189% 

Wathin, ...monthn tromudabeuene eee 
OL eisenst ateennies is permitted to take into the 
North-west Territories... - 


O60 © 0.8! oF lin oe) © sie) eis 616 © 010) 00. 0 10s > fee we o)Sis.6 ss «6 


and to have the same at any time hereafter 
in, his) POSSesSlONOl, eee eee eee 
purposes. 


Countersigned, 


CS else istetee aw wie tiie. " |. wiles la Qe talube: ersielleieite 


Secretary. Lieut.-Governor, N.W.T. 
This Permit can only be used once and 
must be cancelled on presentation whether 
the whole or any portion of the quantity 
specified be brought into the Territories. 


CAUTION. 

No further permit will be issued to any 
one who transfers his Permit or who imports 
or is found in possession of liquor imported 
under Permit granted to another person. 


NOT TRANSFERABLE, 
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Statement submitted by Robert B. Gordon, of Regina: 
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OFFENCES committed in 1892, from January 7th, to end of October—All others but 


No. 


Indians and Chinese. 


Committed Sorbie: Di 
Offence. in Tri o ; ad 1| Total. 
Police Courtine: a0 ero 
Uo ptavabedwmissalt.. ..:. os. Gl pete Demet eae 3 1 2 6 
JAGSENOULSS 0 ¢ 0:3 1 Ee MII IDOLE Sei c.cS aitnis omc eamelot rag 25 18 43 
Assault with intent to do grevious bodily harm..... | 1 = ] 
PNG SEU RD OMNCE Nn <.5)+.0. 5 ant ches e ieteeneree Sor eens nat | uf 1 8 
Bringing stolen property into Canada....... .......| i ] 2 
TBR TBAT 5 0 5 CEE ono aici Be ces tera BRA aes a 1 ] 
Beating passage on steamboat... esseame utero: 1 a 1 
LBIOTE AT 0 dh ¢ Oe RoC cna oho a bag a moet io Sa.c : 2 2 
Carrying concealed weapons.................. Mane 3 a 3 
Crucliygtoranimals: ...'4.5 Aceon ee oe Ene 1 il 2 
Ciuliinaves Qual WROUMNCMN ge nhc adoanacons yh eauanoed 3 1 + 
Cirvebyclaweintraction of; 22) .jec. ston en ce ee 81 59 140 
Desentionsiromenoy al Navyee sonoma ae 11 ill 
Creatine disuar ban Cat cca teeta eee 1 2 3 
IG DiGi OREM: < ..../e cobs See Ges lone avatars 17 + 21 
LOA BI SE, 36 a: Je en ME OCs ln e/a caer Bcc 244 6 250 
IEMPeZZleMqen ine; 5 -<cs.5:8 is 5b shee eee ee ee eee oe ] 1 
IRORETOAY .. 3/o\o Ope ane Cree race a an of Av ol 1 os ] 
IHC 5.8 cam: Ont A CREE RSC Oh aie Slo cetid.t Ooms 2 2 
Game dawssottences against... «5s rae 1 1 
Helonyeneeeer RE er easton oAD ago Sadan Gs oe 1 5 1 
[i hifed my rehip LOL OLS) os CRN eeemerr oleiG ain GOR oh oo du clon Ga a ot 2 1 3 
Ceiimollinves 2 5 a SAMAR ar Go ton cholo etd oA ne 1 Ry 1 
linsuitinc@lameiace: ..%cg dna sey eee een eee: 6 Se 3 9 
EAN CODY Peer 6 «cae nical haleprede ene Sora 2) 3 26 50 
Intractionsliguor License Acthe sm ieee 5 4 9 
LCN UN ETh. 6 on Oo RIA roe bi coo amaoce de ae a 25 25 
Infraction Mblitia, Regulations.....52-.55..2.-..6--5. 2 t 2 
Imdecentmassaulit...).:./.7)c:1-0y2 olson teeter centr ee tone hae 1 il 2 
a CRPOSULE & os sieisie een ee mene eee Ree 1 oe l 
Maliciouginyury. to: property. .0). ee ae eee eee 2 a; 2 4 
Maliciouslyswounding cattle 32). scree ee as 1 1 
Merchantyseamen’s Act. ..2 a. sete errace re ie reste 2 2 
WIAIICLOUSHASSAUIT:... 5. 22 os ay salcleseeine ane a mecie il a BY il 
eceivinowsvolen, Properbyjeci cite aerate | ] 1 2 
Necessary witness........ WO fiat ye Seton, HOBO ris a 2 2 
INESISHINGMOINCC Rn. c | vate a pee Cerne raC ier acn ister nyeataee 1 3 4 
(Reluse sLoupavi Wages: ss. ..!s. oe epckeamncr a eee 4 oh 4 
Public morals by-law, infraction of.............. Hoe 61 13 74 
Sipplyinceintoxicantsl. ante rr eeieen nace ee 18 5 23 
PVE bIVecr fed OME MOR CL Goo Fos com chee Gta oyede ] ] 2 
Mibreateninom language yo. ca. viet ie eee en meee e: 1 1 2 
TOMSOuUNdeMINGdAceUC . . -.c2 sua er ee en ene Cee. 4 13 wy 
ROR ERUC YS OACE: le... 1.4 2's dint a ear eee 30 14 44 
Obtaining money by false pretence.................. 1 1 
cS goods Boy NN) Bevsdercgaie eaters stoveu ae sss 2 2 
IROSSesS1ONMOfebOXLCAN CS) or ere) tere ieee tater: 
NO UALS Aes. 3.«,3,0-a sen er cotta ea RN eee oi 552 13 227 792 


3 | rr) aS NM Chl on Get He ete NCRbe = He ee te OS 
| oe Ad eee st nN ; 3 es ise 
sal | | 
i “pasavyostqy | ae 2 BG Sint ok a % 
m5 | 
ica] 
c | 
= 
‘[eIIy, Loy quog | A * =e ie = 
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pane eed oe Mr OOO iE Ay Gat Ger cobs» Seon ane pals oo eres on Siete OU t 
UL poqqrmm0) ae oe Si Te nn Se ee pt e eee Taa e 


Total. 
8 
138 
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Adar ENTE N 0:0. 


fev. Coverdale Watson, of Victoria, submitted the following report :— 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE. 


Your Committee find that many things might be recorded to show that the temperance sentiment 
is still widening and deepening in this province. Chief among them we note the large increase in the 
number of the Independent Order Good Templars Lodges, and the establishment of the Sons of Tem- 
perance, which has now several divisions in active operation. 

The resuscitation of the Provincial branch of the Dominion Alliance and the untiring zeal of the 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union temperance workers, have been successful in preventing the 
Licensing Boards from granting some applications for licenses, and in securing in one of the courts 
decisions adverse to the liquor interests. 

We record our appreciation of the action of a few of the school boards in introducing scientific 
temperance instruction into some of the public schools, and note with pleasure the good effect that 
has been produced by the enforcement of the Sunday Closing Act of the previous session of the Legis- 
lature. 

We thankfully express our conviction that the ministers and members of our church are still in 
the front rank of the leaders of the Temperance Reform and of Prohibition. 

We observe with apprehension that the determination of those interested in the liquor traffic to 
wrest from us our privileges, and to secure the removal of the restriction that past legislation has put 
upon their previous business. 

Eternal vigilance to guard our privileges, determined opposition to encroachment upon our 
liberties and persistent attack upon the legal recognition of the liquor traffic ought to be the platform 
of all temperance workers. 

This is the more apparent when we have still to deplore: 1. The persistent foisting of the traffic 
upon unwilling communities, in direct contravention of the requirements of the Liquor License Law ; 
2. The sympathy and interest shown by many justices of the peace in assisting parties seeking license 
to evade the requirements of the law ; 3. The insidious and successful tampering with the Municipal 
Act, by which it is impossible in specific cases for a license to be procured without securing the con- 
sent of two-thirds of the responsible residents of the municipality ; 4. The unjustifiable laxity in many 
cases of those appointed to enforce the law which allows the illegal sale of intoxicants not only clan- 
destinely, but even openly and over a bar, especially upon coasting and river steamboats. 

These things convince us that we need a radical change in the sentiment, or in the personnel of 
those who represent the people of this province, and leads us to urge temperance workers to close up 
their ranks, and in the future to takea more aggressive attitude than in the past. 

Tn conclusion, as in the report of last year, we would earnestly recommend the constant and 
faithful inculcation of temperance principles in the homes of our people and also in the Sunday School, 
so that the young, who are the hope of the future, may grow up inan atmosphere that will naturally 
qualify them for taking an intelligent and loyal stand on the great question of prohibition. 
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Paper submitted by the Chief of Police of New Westminster : 


1880. 1881. 1882. 1883. 


DUK ee ae esi es eee: ce aint oh mmererne 58 65 85 83 
Drunly an disorderly: rcttat ch Sock es eee 26 16 21 17 
iDronkeamdsincapaplena. seem are. 2 rae 12 14 11 12 
Giving intoxicants to Indians................... 48 37 4] 40 
Intoxicants in possession of Indians.............. 2 6 10 6 
White men with intoxicants in Indian houses. .... a 3 4 2 
do do do. reserves...) == 3 2 
Mobal lou omicases tes testes at se 146 14] 174 160 
All other cases received in jail.... .. to Od 45 62 69 
Tobal:neceived imi jail 252-22. 25 demas ets 230 186 236 229 


Liquor cases over 75 per cent of total. 


From all other cases, several, such as assault and vagrancy, might be put down to drunkenness. 
Besides the above from 20 to 30 cases are annually tried by summons in the Police Court such as 
assaults, malicious damage to properly, threatening language, &c., the majority of which cases are 
eaused through drunkenness. 
Total 4 years 


1884. 11 months. 

ID cheer eer ene S 4 ee ea aE ONS Ons Se cia Nord arte & a) BE 414 
runk-and disorderly a. seey <t..cctes oe Gon ee eee eee ree 18 93 
Drnmkvandiimcapaple weitere s: Ase ioe ee eee 19 68 
Givinoy inboxiea mts hoslnG tans ac) ae aes eee eee 73 239 
InpoxicantsHin possession oleln(ians..)- cyan 37 eee eee eee 21 45 
White men with intoxicants in Indian houses.......: ........ 9 18 
do do do LESCLVCSe ae raae Ce aor 3 5 

Mo tall quorkcasessisyac crs: 5 Care ere eee ee 266 887 
Allothenicasessrecelved in jail, 2a. eee ene 85 345 


Total received ineyails somes . <a. Meme eon eens 351 2 
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VICTOREAN B.C: 


Convictions for Offences committed in 1891. 
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Committed 
iby allexcept, Committed | Committed 
Nature of Offence. Indians A by Total. 
and Indians. Chinese. 
Chinese. | 
AXSESSUINE os 5 oe ert oe aieoers te 30 8 4 42 
INDO Gt Giny ly alERCREARMowe eos Gonaobosorsce. 136 llerseeOiceetave eevee 39 175 
iDruniennesssce se 9... .> as, 2 406 175 1 582 
(Galli Came ia. = sie iene nee ee 29 1 41 
intracwhon on bubire Morals’ Act...) Qe. .4seec eee 36 le dpe ee cet- 5 41 
Supplying intoxicants to Indians........ ay re 29 aston 2 31 
Weenie i. ° 555 SS Re ce. foae boson doche Bie alle nie Maca cuties 4 46 
FROSSESRIOMEOMTIRDORICATIUS..... . oa slater) Gere erence ee eee ee Wee SOLE ee eee 35 
OPMEEOLCIMCOSIIER ey. 3. ” ies dm ca Tet Rene 96 3 12 111 
Motal 3 .otiscat ee eee eee 804 221 79 1,104 
SumMaARyY of Cases before the court. 
Convictedamepolucercourt...... . asa ote rere ee 804 221 79 1,104 
SlelaUNIROS LAs 6 eas Oe er ooocre Lc coGaae oF 31 2 6 39 
Discharced seme... « ME BP Por keh acne he 231 28 31 290 
Grand totals: oeos pee ee 1,066 | 251 116 1,433 
Total cases before court for drunkenness ......... : 

423 182 1 606. 


(Compiled from the Report of the Superintendent of Police for IS91. See page 479 of Evidence. ) 
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NOTES AND ERRATA. 


Page 87 —Question 31885, first line, substitute word arrested for words ‘‘ committed 
to jail.” 

Page 464—28th line from bottom, insert words or ie whim between the words 
* good- il ” and “of a government.” 

Page 466—The following explanatory note by Lieutenant Governor Royal should 
have been inserted :— 

“Free permits were also given (in 1891) for 1,625 gallons of wine, 18,652 gallons 
“of porter. The said permits, granted free of fee, are included in the total (? permits) 
“ given for 1891.” . 

Page 471—Question 39097, 4th line, insert word stax between words “$75 each” 
and ‘‘months” (so as to read : each six months). 


Page 474—Question 39148, 2nd line, substitute the word for for the word “ after.” 

Page 486—Question 39424, 5th line, insert the word not between the words “is” 
and ‘“ benefited.” 

Page 557—Question 40838, 2nd line, and 3rd line, substitute 22 for “28.” 
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INDEX AND ANALYSIS OF EVIDENCE. 


MANITOBA, THE NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES AND BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


WINNIPEG, 24th, 25th, 26th and 27th of OCTOBER, 1892. 


* ATRD, ALEXANDER A., of Winnipeg, Clerk of Police Force........... Page 89 


Resident eleven years, clerk ten (31933-4) ; Scott Act in Coburg, Ont., unsuccess- 
ful ; lacked machinery (31937-41); majority of drunkards repeaters ; Sunday 
drinkers (31943-5) ; favours asylum for habitual drunkards ; imprisonment 
ineffectual (31947-50) ; crime and liquor (31953-64). 


ARDAGH, Hon. WILLIAM DAVIS, Judge of Eastern Judicial District of Manitoba 

Page 69 

Resident in Winnipeg ten years. Judge nine years, formerly member of Legislature 

of Ontario, License Commissioner under McCarthy Act (31636-50) ; Scott Act 

in Simcoe, Ont., failure; delegalized, more dangerous than licensed, trade ; 

‘breweries under Scott Act ; temperance sentiment affected drinking habits 

(31640-3, 31681-94) ; McCarthy Act best yet ; Provincial Act lacks strength 

(31652-76) ; Sunday selling (31657-8) ; little illicit traftic (31671) ; favours 

high license with inspection, and hotels only (31659-62) ; prohibition in Maine 

25 years ago dead letter (31674-5, 31715-16) ; license preferable to prohibition 

31676) ; prohibition promotes drinking (31712-19); favours compensation 
(31679, 31718-20) ; drunkenness and crime (31664-9, 31725-29.) 


BAIN, Hon. JOHN J., Judge of Court of Queen’s Bench of Province of Manitoba. 
Page 65 
Resident twenty years, Judge five years (31557-8) ; license law broken, Sunday obsery- 
ance bad, minor’s clause observed, illicit selling prevalent (31561-81) ; enforce- 
ment of all law depends on public sentiment (31582, 31591-2 31612, 31615,) ; 
hotel preferable to saloon license (31575); favours high license, limitation of 
number, regulation and inspection (31576-7, 31614) ; liquor easily obtained 
under prohibition in Maine (31587-90) ; prohibition practicable (31591) ; law 
not enforced, demoralizing (31595) ; crime and liquor (31598-600) ; prohibi- 
tion in North-west unsuccessful and demoralizing (31675-9). 


BELL, GORDON, M.D., Medical Superintendent of Manitoba Reformatory.. Page 1'72 

Resident five years, recently appointed Superintendent (33331-5) ; inmates in asylum 

and liquor (33336-41) ; proportion attributable to hquor (33342-7, 33364-7) ; 

heredity (33363) ; Scott Act in Renfrew beneficial (33348-50) ; repealed, peo- 

ple not in sympathy (33351-6) ; favours total prohibition ; anti compensation 
(33357-8, 33373) ; total abstinence compatible with best health (33369-72). 


meow NS. CHARLES J. of "Winnipes,, City Clerk) a5. 0 an0 acca te eee: Page 91 
Resident twenty years (31965-8) ; city obtains revenue from license (31969-72). 
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BURBANK, EDWARD A., of Winnipeg, Manager of Merchants’ Protective Law 
Shave Wl Oroillkerenieia, HNSConGhnKeIN AG Gao OA boo es aclouadoc oo vont Page 134 
Resident in Province four years (32743) ; prohibition in Kansas, Iowa and Maine, 
laws without prohibition ; liquor obtainable by physicians’ certificates, “blind 
pigs,” and illicit dives (82745-71) ; United States licenses ; possession prima 
facie evidence of breach of law in Maine (32749-66) ; statistics for Maine and 
New Hampshire (32778-823) ; local option failure at Carman (32792-806) ; 
favours absolute prohibition if practicable, but not practicable (32791-9, 
32900) ; license law well observed in Deloraine (32886-91) ; favours inspection 

of liquor (32840-1) ; favours compensation (32813). 


CORDINGLEY, CHARLES H., of Winnipeg, Accountant....... ee. & eee Page LOO 
Secretary of Licensed Victuallers’ Association of Manitoba ; in Province six years, 
with Villie, Carey & Co., wholesale liquor merchants (33036-7, 33097-9) ; 
license law well observed ; violated by low class; Sunday sales (33042-3, 
33096-100) ; Victuallers’ Association enforces law (33099-108) ; anti prohibi- 
tion on principle; prohibition would depreciate property ; liquor trade does 

not ; favours high license (33070-93). 


COSTIGAN, HENRY A., of Winnipeg, Collector of Inland Revenue....... Page 14 
In Winnipeg fourteen years ; collector six years (30666-7) ; consumption of liquor 
decreased in last ten years (30670-72) ; occasional illicit distilling (30671-80) ; 

stills seized ; illicit distillers sell as fast as they make (307421-22) ; smuggling in 
Manitoba and Territories (30687, 30690, 30730-33) ; permit system in Terri- 

tories non-prohibitory ; difficult of administration ; permits indiscriminately 


granted (30711-30728). 


COUTLEE, LOUIS W., of Winnipeg, Commander of Field Battery........ Page 88 

Resident eleven years ; formerly connected with the Canadian Pacific Railway ; 

Deputy Attorney General for Manitoba (31910-12) ; Dominion Public Works 

Act enforced on construction ; Province of Manitoba sought to put Provincial 

law in force and issue licenses; unsuccessful (31913-16); Act difficult of 

enforcement ; smuggling in all shapes (31917-19) ; prohibition in Maine not 
observed (31921-4) ; prohibition impracticable in Manitoba (31913). 


DREWRY, EDWARD L., of Winnipeg, Brewer 
In Winnipeg eighteen years (30979-82) ; output of beer steadily increased ; sold in 
North-west and Manitoba (30983-024) ; permit system beneficial to brewing 

(31003, 31027); license law increased sales; permits abused (31031-33) ; 

license law in Winnipeg well observed (31006-7) ; regulation of traffic desir- 

able (31036, 31047) ; high license produces illicit selling ; restaurants neces- 


sary (31017-21) ; favours compensation (31022) ; anti prohibition (31061-70). 
DRUMMOND, HENRY M., of Winnipeg, Assistant Receiver General. .... Page 94 


Resident twenty years; Dominion Auditor; manager Dominion Savings Bank 
(32039-40) ; favours compensation (32050-53). 


DYKES, ANDREW, of Winnipeg, Tea Merchant........ .. Page LA? 


Resident ten years (32405) ; local option in Melrose, Manitoba, works well ; liquor 
for private use obtainable ; illicit selling and fancy houses stopped (32410-33) ; 
difficulties of license law (32436); unsuccessful in Winnipeg (32499-501) ; 
law not enforced (32438, 32474-80); favours prohibition : untrammelled sale 
preferable to license (2439-42, 32511); anti compensation (32443-7) ; liquor 
trade injures business ; depreciates property ; increases insurance (32487-97) ; 
prohibition desirable ; revenue maintainable (32504-6 ; 32512-15). 


FERRE, MARTIN, of Winnipeg, Importer and Compounder of Wines....Page 142 


Compounds liqueurs and light wines, not gin; tonics; innoccuous in small 
quantities ; hurtful in large, like natural wines (32908q), 
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GAULT, GEORGE F., of Winnipeg, Wholesale Merchant............... Page 121 


Holds wholesale liquor license, resident eleven years, social habits improving 
(32520-6) ; Dunkin and Scott Acts do not interfere with liquor traffic 
(32532-4) ; create bitter feelings; liquor for private use (32564 ; 32593-4), 
Prohibition in the North-west led to excess ; liquor abused (32566-70) ; per- 
mit system good at first ; sales larger now, liquor now held in stock (3257 1-88); 
anti prohibition ; impracticable (32540-2; 32595-6); license preferable to 
prohibition (32580). Licensees observe law ; would sell illicitly under pro- 
hibition (32589-90; 32628); favours compensation (32542); favours heavy 
duty on spirits; high license ; restriction of numbers and suppression of illicit 
sale (32543-59) ; favours Government asylums for inebriates (32597-603) ; 
plebiscite vote insignificant (32604). 


GRABURNE, C. H., Clerk of Executive Council of Province of Manitoba. .Page 142 
Returns of plebiscite ; real desire for prohibition (32909-12) ; prohibition beneficial, 
practicable, necessary to civilization, must come quickly (32913-14) ; favours 
compensation (32917) ; license law not enforced, defective (32920-6) ; license 
preferrable to untrammelled sale (32023-5). 


KENRICK, EDWARD B., Public Analyst, of Winnipeg................ Page 144 
Lecturer on Chemistry in University of Manitoba ; made analyses of spirits and 
beers ; found no harmful ingredients, high standard of alcohol (32931-43) : fre- 

quent analyses of liquor, as sold, desirable (32945-7). 


KILLAM, Hon. ALBERT C., of Winnipeg, Judge of the Court of Queen’s Bench, 
iproyance of Manitobaied sty ee ene ee cl cee eee Page 145 
Resident fourteen years, on Bench seven years ; drinking decreased (32948-52) ; 
Favours restraint for persistent drunks (32963 ; 32975); Yarmouth, N.S., no 
licenses issued, illicit sale (32964-67) ; liquor obtainable in Maine (32968) ; 
and in Colchester and Essex under Dunkin Act, and in the North-west Ter- 
ritory (32970-71) ; prohibition ‘dificult, enforcement dependent upon pub- 
lic sentiment (32972) ; non-enforced law demoralizing ; plebiscite vote test 

of public sentiment (32976-7) ; favours compensation (32973). 


LAWLER, PATRICK, of Winnipeg, Governor of Eastern District of Manitoba 

SEPM ew ca woo os 2 SEO, eee ee EL 12 eae Bcer MVR Aya ees Page 87 

Resident twelve years (31878); crime and liquor (31887-92; 31908-9); trade 
decreased (31894-6). 


LEACOCK, E P., of St. Boniface, C, P. R. Agent'at. Winnipég............. Page 47 

Resident fourteen years, formerly member of Legislative Assembly and Magistrate 

(31285-7) ; prepared license law adopted by present Government ; Act spoiled 

by licensed victuallers’ amendments ; not enforced; prosecutions quashed ; 

convictions annulled (31285-300) ; plebiscite vote no test of prohibition senti- 

ment (31293-5) ; Manitoba not ready for prohibitory law (31304-31); vested 

interests must be protected (31308) ; prohibition in the North-west Territories 

failed ; more drinking ‘then, than at present (31310-19); hotel-keepers best 
inspectors (31320). 


hMetys Ne DBs of Winnipeg, Hotel-keeperte. Bagi rrcy Scan camivvalin ea ini Page 46 
Resident ten years (31280) ; license law undergone many changes ; content with 
present hour restrictions (31281-4). 


Moen Rk. DUNCAN, of Winnipeg Banker. .o46 tu. .eeeem. pone Page V1 
Resident twenty years ; social customs changed beneficially ; drinking prevalent (1) 
examples of churches and Lieutenant-Governors (2) ; liquor trade injurious ; 
cost dead loss (3); license fairly observed ; illicit sale exists ; persistent drunk- 
ards require Government care (4-7) ; prohibition practicable ; favours compen- 
sation (8-10). 
21—43** 
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McCALL, EBENEZER, Superintendent of Indian Affairs 2 ee eee Page 10 

Duties in district (30615-22); Indians prohibited from liquor; drinking at time 

of treaty payments ; liquor supplied by disreputable men (30626-8) ; intox1- 

cated Indians severely punished (30630); law enforced (30631-6) ; effects of 
prohibition will show in next generation (30649-51). 


McDONALD, ALEX:ANDER, Mayor of Winnipeg ..........---<.--.:.-- Page S11 
Resident twenty-one years ; Chairman of Police Commissioners ; wholesale grocer 
(31332-41) : drinking habits unchanged (31345-9) ; mode of obtaining license 
(31353-4): observance of law improving (31355, 31405-7) ; Sunday selling exists 
(31355-6) ; minors not supplied (31357-8); grocery and liquor stores must be 
separate (31359); favours high license with inspection (31359-64) ; permit system 

produced drinking, not enforced ; permits loosely issued (31384-5, 31409-10) ; 

favours national prohibition ; practicable (31386-9, 31420); favours compen- 

sation (31404); plebiscite vote expressed public sentiment (31414-15) ; Scott 

Act unsatisfactory (31426-9, 31423) ; liquor adverse to wage-earners (31437-41). 


McLENNAN, J. K., of Winnipeg, Grain Merchant............02...... Page J4A9 
Resident four years ; license act not observed, antilicense (32988-90) ; wants pro- 
hibition ; favours high license with inspection, rather than untrammelled sale 
(32993-33000); prohibition practicable (33019); illicit sale preferable to 
licensed taverns (33007-9, 33020-21); disorder under license in Carman 
(33010-14, 33026-35) ; anti compensation, prohibition beneficial to business 
(33015-18). 
McRAE, J. C. Chief Constable of the City of Winnipeg.................... Page 6 
Resident since 1881, Chief Constable since 1887, no special duties under license ; 
quiet drunks unmolested ; no police inspection under license (30539-50, 30580- 
1); houses watched under special instructions (30578-9, 30585-92) ; minors 
and Indians obtain liquor (30554-7) ; hotels preferable to restaurants (30559, 
30605) ; law practicable (30598) ; crime and liquor (30576-7.) ; favours com- 
pensation (30610-14). 
MULOCK, WILLIAM R., Q.C. of Winnipeg, President Prohibition League of Mani- 
BOS. ul yao cig Roepe See oa es + Oe + hoe ee Page 128 
Resident ten years ; use of wine decreasing (32633-9) ; license law disregarded ; 
Sunday sales; minors supplied; lack of officers for enforcement (32640-54, 
32723, 32733-7) ; Government decline enforcement ; relations with city strained 
(32653-60, 32680-5) ; anti license ; prohibition practicable (32655-67, 32678- 
80, 32694, 32708) ; liquor commercially injurious (32696-99, 32751); anti 
compensation (32663-5) ; plebiscite vote expressed public sentiment (32668-76). 
NIXON, EDWARD BARNETT, of Winnipeg, Hudson Bay Company’s Manager 
Page 18 
Resident since 1882 (30738) ; Company sell liquor (30748-51) ; liquor sold in Terri- 
tories under permit (30760, 30785-8) ; Sunday prohibition observed (30745, 
30790) ; drinking not increasing (30791) ; favours limitation of licenses 
(30793-6) ; smuggling under prohibition (30770-79) ; liquor under Dunkin 
Actin Richmond, P.Q., (30831-6) ; prohibition impracticable in Manitoba ; 
would injure trade (30818-30), 
NIXON, THOMAS, of Winnipeg, Right-of-way Agent, C. P. R............ Page 37 
Resident eighteen years (31076-80) ; license law disregarded (31081) ; anti license ; 
license preferable to untrammelled trattic (31091-5, 31261-2) ; favours prohibi- 
tion; practicable (32096-108) ; illicit stills exist (31110-20) ; anti compensa- 
tion (31110); liquor trade injurious to business (31111-17); Would confine 
habitual drunkards (31122-8) ; prohibition effective in Pasadena, Cal. (31129- 
37); restaurants preferable to hotels (31164-7); Maine law well enforced 
(31168-75) ; plebiscite vote fair test (31200); Methodist Church and liquor 
dealers (31263-6) ; licensees mostly ruined by their trade ( 31268-70). 
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ORTON, GEORGE, M.D., of Winnipeg, Medical Inspector of Indians...... Pa 


Memberof Parliament fourteen years (31750); license law effective (31740-2); favours 
rigid license with enforced restrictions (31773-79, 31809) ; present prohibitive 
clauses not enforced (31781-2, 31853-4) ; permit system in N.W.T. continuously 
infringed (31743-53, 31759-844) ; prohibition impracticable, popular sentiment 
opposed (31751, 31765, 31814) ; favours compensation (31752) ; plebiscite vote 
no criterion (31766-7, 31786 ; enforced prohibition on Indian reserves, benefi- 
cial, violated (31792-803) ; abstinence incompatible with the best health (31815- 
30); Scott Act in Ontario unsuccessful, in Manitoba dead letter (31768-70, 
31864-5). 


PEEBLES, ADAM JOHN LANE, of Winnipeg, Police Magistrate ........ Page 2 
Resident in Winnipeg since 1870 (30436-7); tries cases from country districts, 
takes preliminary examinations in criminal cases, charges of drunkenness and 
disorder (30440-4) ; small number of cases of drunkenness, illicit selling fre- 
quent (40445-9) ; favours fewer licenses ; increased restrictions and abolition 
of restaurants (30452-4, 30513) ; crime and liquor (30478-94, 30509-10) ; sales 

to Indians (30528-31). 


SEMMENS, Rev. JOHN, of Winnipeg, President of Manitoba and North-west 


Methodist, Conference at ace ataee sie, 2 Neier ed nee See Page 158 

Resident five years (33140); submits deliverance of Conference on prohibition, 
unanimously adopted (33144-58) ; anti compensation, licensing sinful ; favours 
hotels only, with detached bars (33148-60); plebiscite vote honest represen- 
tation of public opinion (33171-2) ; prohibition practicable (31173-4) ; prohi- 
bition by Hudson Bay Company in Keewatin in days of Sir George Simpson, 
beneficial (33162-81.) 


- SCHULTZ, Hon. JOHN, Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba, Winnipeg....Page 158 
Known the country since 1860; system of government then ; Indians prohibited 
from intoxicants till 1866 ; license laws of 1855 and 1869 ; Mounted Police en- 
force prohibition ; prohibition during railway construction ; regulations of North- 
west Council ; prohibition in Keewatin ; results of Dominion prohibition enact- 
ments: secure trade with Indians: country settled and railways constructed, 
without crime; immunity of C.P.R. from accident due to employing non- 
drinkers ; plebiscite vote expressed conviction ; prohibition only cure for radi- 
cal evil ; practicable ; military experience proves liquor unnecessary. 


- SIFTON, JOHN, W., of Winnipeg, Provincial Inspector of Asylums and Prisons. 
Page 94 
Resident eighteen years, formerly Member and Speaker of Lower House, Magistrate, 
contractor on O.P.R. (32102-4) ; crime and insanity and liquor (32070-5) ; in- 
mates of asylum and hospitals through excessive drinking (32083-7) ; drinking 
decreasing (32088-91) ; plebiscite vote earnest ; Scott Act in Manitoba, declared 
invalid on technical grounds (32094-6, 32154) ; prohibition practicable (32098, 
32114, 32135-6) ; proved on C.P.R. construction (32105-8) ; and in California 
(32109-13) ; revenue maintainable under prohibition (32126-33) ; license pre- 
ferable to free traffic (32160-61.) 


SNA LL, Wile bAM, of Winnipeg, Carpenter aiteme wreak). sil. selclate we Page 102 
Resident since 1884, formerly Vice-president of Trade and Labour Council and 
Master Workman Knights of Labour (32207) ; prohibition desirable, beneficial for 
nation (32220-2); practicable (82223-4, 32255) ; anti compensation (32226-7) ; 
license sinful, preferable to free sale ; stopped prohibition (32229-37) ; hotels 
worse than saloons (32237); employers, wage earners and liquor (32243, 

32261-75.) 
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STEEN, JAMES L., of Winnipeg, President of Board of Trade........... Page 57 

Resident eleven years, publisher of trade journal (31449-54) ; business misfortunes 

and liquor (31460; 31492-3); liquor and lunacy (31461-2) ; prohibition in 

Towa a huge blunder (31466-7 ; 31514-16); more drunkards in Iowa than 

Manitoba (31466-8 ; 31517-20); prohibition for Dominion; unmitigated 

folly ; impracticable (31521-8); law only partially respected, powerless 

(31530) ; prohibition class legislation (31551-3) ; brewing industry beneficial 
(31482) ; favours compensation (31474). 


STEWART, Rey. JOHN, of Trahern, Methodist Minister.............. Page 106 
Resident three years (32278); Scott Act in Brome, Knowlton and Mississquot 
enforced (32283-4) , Methodist Church favours prohibition ; men in trattic 
debarred church privileges (32290-6); deaths from adulteration (32304-6) ; 
prohibition voted in South Norfolk ; upset through technicality (32311-19 ; 
32327 ; 32332); license preferable to free sale (32308) ; plebiscite vote dead 

earnest (32329-33) anti compensation (32310) ; crime and liquor (32341). 


THOMPSON, FREDERICK W., of Winnipeg, Manager Ogilvie Flour Mills. Page 1S 

Resident ten years (32345); compels sobriety in employees (32352-5 ; 32366-75) ; 

Dunkin Act in Missisquoi inoperative, a farce (32359-60 ; 32377-80) ; favours 
compensation (32362) ; liquor different from other industries (32392-404). 


TUPPER, RICHARD LATOUCHE, of Selkirk, Man., Dominion Fishery Officer, 

Page 22 

Resident in Winnipeg since 1878; Chief Inspector under the McCarthy <Act ; 

author of Manitoba Act; McCarthy Act beneficial (30841-49 ; 30969-70) 

habitual drunkards should be treated as lunatics (30862-6); drinking decreas- 

ing (30870-82); hotels preferable to restaurants (30873-8) ; prohibition in 

Towa a failure (30884-9) ; fines instead of license (30943-50) ; permit system 

in North-west a failure; compounds used (30959-61 ; 30890-6) ; prohibitory 

law impracticable (30897-30958) ; favours compensation (30899) ; objects of 

Provincial law (30900-21) ; indiscriminate sale evil (30905); smuggling in 
Territories during rebellion (30894) ; local option ill-advised (3097 1-2). 


BRANDON, 29th OCTOBER, 1892. 


BOISSEAU, ALFRED §&., of Brandon, Hotel-keeper.................. Page 215 


In Brandon ten years ; in Manitoba twelve years (34203-4) ; License Act observed 
(34212-15) ; prohibition impossible, legislation unjustifiable (34222 ; 34245-47) ; 
plebiscite vote a mistake (34248-50); meals do not pay hotel-keepers ; liquor 
necessary (34226 ; 34240) ; favours compensation (34225). 

CAMERON, Rey. ALEXANDER H., of Brandon, Presbyterian Minister. .Page 196 

In Manitoba eleven years ; two years in North-west under prohibition (33797-802). 
High license at Donald failure (33805-15). Illicit selling at Anthracite ; 
immorality at Revelstoke (33818-28). Prohibition enforced at Banff (33831). 
Prohibition desirable, practicable and applicable (33839-41 ; 33853-9). Pro- 
hibition on Canadian Pacific Railway construction. (33942-52). Favours com- 
pensation (33863-8). 


CLEMENT, STEPHEN, of Brandon, Sheriff of Western Judicial District of Mani- 


Resident since 1880 (34035-7). Prohibition in North-west beneficial, a farce ; 
excessive drinking ; smuggling and adulteration (34041-52). Crime and liquor 
(34054-8). Asylums for inebriates (34066-7). Prohibition desirable, practi- 
cable (34069-73). Favours moderate compensation (34078-9). 
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COOPER, DAVID H., of Brandon, Barrister, Manager of Freehold Loan and Savings 
SOMNDADY 1s edt ad: 7 ay eg TD eh SS Page £93 
Resident ten years, license law enforced, violations (33748-50). Prohibition enforce- 
able; anti compensation (33756-7). Liquor injurious to business (33758-68). 
DANIELS, Rey. 8., of Brandon, Methodist Minister.................... Page 188 
Favours total prohibition (33636-8) ; for Dominion, not Province (33639). Enforce- 
ment dependent on public sentiment (33641-4). Anti compensation (33645). 
Prohibition beneficial in North-west Territories; Mounted Police vigilant 
(33647-56). 
FERGUSON, WILLIAM of Brandon, Wholesale Liquor Dealer.......... Page 199 


Resident ten years, license enforced in Brandon (33898-900]. Hotels depend on 
liquor (33949-55). Favours asylum for persistent drunks ; law allows interdic- 
tion (33901-5, 33958-9). Trade in North-west wholesale under permit (33912- 
17). Favours universal prohibition ; impossible in Manitoba; favours com- 
pensation (33938-41) ; would produce smuggling (33939-47),. 


HESSON, FRED H., of Brandon, Collector of Customs................. Page 1795 
Resident ten years (33374-5). Liquor traffic under prohibition in Brandon (33379- 
83, 33396-402). Drinking increased under license (33403-6). Prohibition 
impracticable ; favours compensation (33393-4). License law enforced prefer- 
able (33395). 
MUGHIEISE T., of Brandon, Joursalishyeeees eos. 4.0) OU ee Page 189 
In Province twenty years (33688-70). Prohibition in North-west not enforced ; 
smuggling; heavy drinking (33670-80, 33707-13). Extension of permit 
decreased smuggling (33682-6). Licensepreferable toprohibition not enforced 
(33687). Favours high license and restrictions ; hotels preferable to saloons 
(33697-8). Prohibition thoroughly enforced good, impracticable (33688-90, 
33719-22). Non-enforced law evil (33694-6). Plebiscite vote no criterion 
(33723-38). Favours compensation (33692). 


INKSTER, COLIN, of Kildonan, Sheriff of, Eastern Judicial District of Manitoba. 
Page 91 
Enforced license before confederation (31977-31997). Beneficial change in public 
opinion (32034-7). Prohibition good if practicable; favours compensation 
(32024-30). 
JENKINS, Rev. W. H., of Branden, Baptist Minister ..\020.c 2.2... o Page 213 
Resident two years (34156). Scott Act enforced in Advocate, N.S. (34163-71). 
Favours prohibition ; licensing wrong ; anti compensation (34172-80). Baptist 
Conference deliverance (34170-1). 


JOHNSTON, WILLIAM, of Brandon, Agricultural Implement Dealer... .Page 195 
Resident ten years (33744) ; more drinking under Dunkin Act in Grey, Ont., than 
under License ; Act impracticable (33782-4, 33789-93) ; favours prohibition 
(33785-7). 
JUKES, EDWARD, of Brandon, Manager of Imperial Bank............ Page 203 
Resident thirteen years (33944-5) ; number of licenses immaterial ; hotels preferable 
to saloons (34001-2, 34017 30) ; anti prohibition (34006-7) ; prohibition practi- 
cable if supported by public sentiment (34009, 34022-23) ; drink traffic evil 
(34053-4) ; favours compensation (34011) ; advocates asylums for confirmed 
inebriates (34014-16.) 


KIRCALDY, JAMES, Chief. of Police of (Brandon: .. 24 3.2....it.2-. «+2 Page 196 


Resident fourteen months (33269-70); presents statistics of crimes (33271-4) ; 
advocates high license (33283-4) ; Less drinking in Brandon than in England 


(33282). 
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MeDIARMID, JOHN, M.D Mayor ‘of Brandon .22.)..-) eee eee eee Page 170 
Resident ten years (33286) ; favours high license (33295-33307) ; licensees mostly 
intemperate (33305) ; prohibition good ; impracticable (3329$-300, 33308-15); 
benefits of liquor questionable (33302-3) ; favours compensation (33301, 33319, 

33329) ; prohibition sentiment growing (33315). 


MAcDONALD, JOHN AVM, ).of Brandon: . 4 apa eee Page 208 
Resident nine years ; license law observed (34088-9) ; liquors adulterated (34090-4); 
interdiction or confinement for persistent drunks (34095-6); prohibition im- 
practicable unless continental law (34098-109) ; plebiscite vote for Dominion, 
not Provincial legislation (34144-50) ; favours compensation (34110-13) ; 
moderate use of alcohol not injurious (34121-3, 34127-8) ; drinking heredi- 

tary (34124, 34130). 


MacDONALD, WILLIAM ‘A M.P-P., of Brandon, Barristery].4e- .42e Page 178 
Resident ten years (33454-8) ; license law observed fairly (33461-2, 33473-4) , 
Dunkin Act in Pelham, Ont., failed (33469-71, 33475-9) ; favours prohibition ; 
plebiscite indicated popular sentiment (33480-4); favours compensation (33472). 


PETERSON, A. M., of Brandon, Lawyers.) ..<.c.. 7. pap eee eee Page 176 
Resident ten years ; Crown Officer for Western Judicial District four years (33407- 
11); crime and liquor (33414-19) ; license law violated (33420-8) ; difficulties 
with witnesses (33433-49) ; favours prohibition if practicable (33429-41) ; ple- 

biscite vote not a criterion (33452-3) ; anti compensation (33443). 


SPENCER, RICHMOND, MCD. of Brandon, 5.7... 05. ee ee Page 184 

Resident eleven years (33561-2) ; license law observed fairly (33569-71) ; strict en- 

forcement desirable (33585-7) ; favours restriction (33618) ; persistent drunk- 

ards deserve flogging (33572-3, 33605-13) ; favours high license ; prohibition 

impracticable (33575-8, 33589-95) ; drunkenness hereditary (33622-4) ; authori- 

ties favour licensees (33622-3) ; total abstainers are best men (33631) ; favours 
compensation (33579). 


TODD, JOHN CAMPDEN, Police Magistrate of Brandon............... Page 164 


Resident eleven years (33182-3) ; adjudicates on all offences ; frequent cases of breach 
of license (33188-98) ; high license does not lessen drinking (33207-11, 33223- 
9) ; difficulties of conviction through witnesses (32330-39) ; crime and liquor 
(33204, 33240-4) ; prohibition only remedy ; practicable (33205-15, 33255-7) ; 
plebiscite vote expressed public sentiment (33252-64) ; favours compensation 
(33222). 
URQUHART, Rev. ALEXANDER, of Brandon, Presbyterian Minister... Page 181 
Resident nine years (33501) ; evil effects of liquor (33512-14) ; crime and immor- 
ality due to liquor (33559-60) ; favours prohibition for Dominion ; practicable 
(83520-9) ; action of Synod (33532a-39) ; permit preferable to license (33534- 
48) ; anti compensation (33530-33), 
WOODSWORTH, Rev. JAMES, of Brandon, Methodist Minister........ Page 202 
Resident ten years (33963-4) ; agrees in deliverance of Methodist General Assem- 
bly (35967-8) ; prohibition practicable (33985-7) ; anti compensation (33979- 
80) : licensing sin (33973-6) ; permit system loosely administered (33988-91) ; 
drinking increased under license (33992) ; liquor traffic injurious in morals, 
religion and business (33981-2) ; responsible for crime (33983). 
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REGINA, 3lst OCTOBER, AND 4th OF NOVEMBER, 1892. 


Peet eb a HOG i, of Regina, Parnerta-a. ee isin... c e.g Meds}. Page 249 
Resident since 1888 (34814) ; prohibition in Iowa a fraud (34824-6) ; license pre- 
ferable to prohibition in North-west (34827) ; permit system class legislation 
(34848-50) ; compounds used (34830-7) ; prohibition impracticable and in- 
jurious (34834-5 ; 34857-8 ; 34863-6 ; 34886-7) ; favourscompensation (34836) ; 
license law violated (34869-73) ; liquor trade beneficial for revenue (34879-5) ; 

favours inspection (34889-91) ; Public Works Act beneficial (34893). 


. BENSON, JAMES H., of Regina, Sheriff of Judicial District of Western Assi- 
NNEC) Eh 5 2, 2 MMR ra Bh oo Ac) «0 dae a ee ead ee a Page 239 
Resident ten years (34620-3) ; permit system enforced at first ; liquor obtainable ; 

smuggling and illicit sale (34629-33; 34644-81); 4 per cent beer increased 
drinking (34636-7 ; 34649-56) ; sentiment against police (34646-8) ; prohibi- 
tion impracticable (34638) ; opposed to principle (34660-1 ; 34664-7 ; 34672-4) ; 
prohibition enforced, advantage doubtful (34684) ; license observed (34662-3). 


BROWN, GEORGE WILLIAM, of Regina, Law Student.............. Page 353 
Resident ten years (36873); permits rarely issued at first; smuggling existed ; 
increase of permits, more liquor; 4 per cent beer caused free sale (36876-9) ; 
popular sympathy anti permit (36882-3 ; 36947-53) ; Mounted Police enforced 
law (36912-20) ; license increased drinking (36880-2; 36939-44) ; plebiscite 
refused (36953-6) ; no temperance organization in last election (36956-8) ; pro- 
hibition practicable (36885-6 ; 36889-911; 36921-29); anti compensation 
(36887-98). 
BROWN, JAMES, of Regina, Secretary of the Board of Education........ Page 255 
Resident ten years (34935); drinking in Maine and Vermont under prohibition 
(34941-3) ; prohibition in North-west not enforced (34945-9 ; 34965-6) ; more 
sobriety under license (34952-7) ; anti prohibition (34958 ; 35007-8) ; favours 
compensation (34959); persistent drunks should be reformed (34960-4 ; 
34974-5 ; 34984-6 ; 35009-10). 
CAMERON, DUNCAN, of Regina, Sewing Machine Agent............. Page 359 
Resident fourteen years (36996) ; Scott Act success in Elgin County, Ont., (36997-9) ; 
less drinking under permit than license (37001); permit practicable (37014 ; 
37022) ; permits re-used (37007-8) ; Mounted Police enforce law (37024-5) ; in- 
formers looked upon with contempt (37030-6) ; favours prohibition : anti com- 
pensation (37001-6) ; license no improvement (37010-13): Scott Act failed in 
Alliston (37019). 


COUPLD TS, WINOCH, of Moose Jaw, Gardener serswetatoc es hee aele ae - Page 343 

Resident ten years (36690) ; permit system prohibitory at first (86701-25) ; drink- 

ing increased with 4 per cent beer (36707-9 ; 36726-29) ; favours prohibition ; 

practicable in Moose Jaw (36718-26 ; 36736-41) ; Mounted Police enforced law 

(36747-59). Favours compensation (36734) ; prohibition no issue at election 
(36929-33) ; witnesses unwilling to testify in liquor cases (36761-67). 


CREAMER, JAMES, of Regina, Veterinary Surgeon...............5..- Page 340 

Resident six years (36561) ; license preferable to permit (36568); under permit 

smuggling existed, compounds were used, police endeavoured to enforce law 

(36569-83 ; 36591-99) ; prohibition impracticable (36584) ; unlicensed trafic 
injurious (36587-90) ; prohibition increases drinking (36612-14), 


680 ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC. 


EDDY, WILLIAM P., of Regina, Builder and Contractor,.............. Page 349 

Resident ten years (36790-2) ; Scott Act in Durham, Ont., successful, repealed as 

local affair (36794-804) ; favours prohibition, liquor traffic wrong, anti com- 

pensation (36804-12 ; 36839) ; prohibition enforced in Territories by Mounted 

Police ; more drinking under license (36813-34) ; does not employ drinkers 
(36825-7). 


FORGET, AMEDEE EMANUEL, of Regina, Assistant Indian Commissioner. 

Page 245 
Resident since 1876; prohibitory law in Territories not successful ; liquor sold 
(34752 ; 34767-72) ; recommendations of applicant required (34773); 4 per 
cent beer beneficial (34774 ; 34799) ; permits increased to suppress smuggling 
(34794-6) ; increase in consumption and population proportionate (34775-80 ; 
34797-800) ; license not enforced (34761-4) ; favours compensation (34765-6) ; 
prohibition beneficial if it could be enforced; general prohibition would not 

work (34784-810). 


GAGNON, SEVERE, of Regina, Superintendent of North-west Mounted Police. 
Page be 
Resident nineteen years (35694-99) ; liquor scarce at Edmonton (35701-5) ; drink- 
ing bouts under permit (35708-9) ; seizures under permit (35710-18); favours 
use of wines and ales (35721). 


GIGLESPIE, DAVID EH.,.of Regina, Livery Keepers.) ss: sere ote Page 348 
Resident ten years (36768-9); license preferable to permit (36773-4 ; 36782) ; 


better for business (36775-7) ; compound drinks under permit (36778) ; pro- 
hibition, if enforced, good (36783-88). 


GORDON, ROBERT H., of Regina, Clerk of Legislative Assembly and Secretary to 
Lieutenant=-Governoreg - noc gens sp os or Oe ee ee Page 228 


Resident since 1885 (34419). Permit system impracticable ; issue increased with 
population, and to decrease smuggling (34423-30 ; 34463-70) ; permits issued 
by Governor on recommendation (34444-6 ; 34471) ; no second supply on same 
permit (34454-8) ; liquor sold under permit (34660-4) ; prohibition impractic- 
able; proved by permit system (34432-3; 34482-3); license preferable 
(34437-43 ; 34477-81) ; favours compensation (34481). 

HARY EY, JAMES, of Indian Head, Varmers... ..0. es ee ee Page 254 

Resident ten years (34894) ; prohibition successful (34898 ; 34903) ; favours pro- 
hibition (34902 ; 34908-10) ; Mounted Police enforced law (34899-900) ; anti 
compensation (34914) ; license increased drinking (34915-26) ; prefers permit 
to 4 per cent beer or license (34932). 


HENDERSON, WILLIAM, of Regina, Architect and Engineer.......... Page 259 


Resident fourteen years (35012) ; license expedient, prohibition preferable (35017- 
20) ; favours high license and restriction (35028-31); permit system not suc- 
cesstul, preferable to 4 per cent beer or license (35032-4 ; 35040-47) ; favours 
compensation (35027). 


HONEYMAN, JOHN RitC. of Resins, Journalist... si5 eee eee Page 358 


Resident since 1885, formerly on Mounted Police (36983-5) ; police enforced  per- 
mit (56986-88) ; faithfully patrolled the country, prevented smuggling and 
seized illicit stills (36993). : 

JOHNSTON, THOMPSON COOK, of Regina, Barrister................ Page 261 

Xesident ten years (35054) ; Dunkin Act in York County, Ontario, in force two 
years, found insufficient, repealed (35058-9 ; 35076-85) ; prohibition in North- 
west impossible of enforcement, smuggling carried on (35060-6 ; 35095-1083 ; 
35119); prohibition impracticable (35062-6 ; 35086-93) ; popular sentiment 
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Jounston, THompson Coox.—Concluded. 
anti prohibition, prefers license (35087-8 ; 35132-3); favours compensation 
(35069) ; high license and inspection (35072-3) ; license system not enforced 
(35107-112 ; 35120-2) ; Indians and Half-breeds prohibited under license 
(35139). 


TCH Ed OLN H., of Regina, Hardware Merchante.. 0 sc bos ceca es Page $01 


Resident ten years (36841); prefers license to permit (36846) ; smuggling under 
permit, compounds used (36847-51); prohibition impracticable in Territories 
(36852); anti prohibition (36864) ; approves prohibitory clauses in License 
Act (36865-9) ; favours compensation (37059) ; favours enforced high license 
(37064-6, 37076-8). 


TING Kuve SOLUN H., Regina, Baptise Ministers... 0.0.0.0. fon vi! Page 336 


Resident one year, from St. John, N.B. (36480-2) ; license as bad as prohibition 
(36484-5) ; dissatisfaction with administration of permit system (36485-8, 
36496-7 ; 36504-5); Mounted Police enforced law (36512-23); license inex- 
pedient, restricts traffic, provides for local option (36502-3, 36536-42); popu- 
lar sentiment favourable to prohibition (36495-501); Scott Act in St. John, 
N.B., satisfactory (36532-4). 


McNAB, WILLIAM, of Banff, Theological Student of the Presbyterian Church 

Page 459 

Prohibitionist, antilicense (39028-30); drinking under permit; system not 

enforced ; Mounted Police blamed (39031-5, 39039, 39047-51) ; license injurious 
(39036-8) ; people want prohibition (39040-6). 


McLEOD, Rev. ANGUS J., of Regina, Presbyterian Minister.......... Page 343 
In Government Indian School at Regina one and a half years, formerly at Banff and 
Medicine Hat (36653-64) ; agitation at Banff on liquor sales and smuggling 
(36666-70) ; also at Medicine Hat (36672); Mounted Police and smuggling 

(36679) ; strict. prohibition necessary amongst Indians (36674-85); permit 
preferable to license (36686) ; favours prohibition ; anti compensation (36681-4). 


MOWAT DANTEL, MUA: cot ReemeamMerchanbet 9. i342 <0 oe saec Page 225 
Resident twelve years (34366-70) ; prohibitory law satisfactory till beer permits 
(34374-89) ; favours permit system, pending Dominion prohibition (34405-7) ; 
anti compensation (34381); prohibition practicable (34409-11); Legislature 

refused plebiscite (34412-15). 


PERRY, A. BOWEN, Superintendent of North-west Mounted Police...... page 269 

Resident ten years ; jurisdiction and duties of police (35238-42) ; prohibition good 

at first; smuggling suppressed (35224-51, 35260-2); permits fraudulently 

obtained (35271); compounds used (35257); difficulties of enforcing law 

increased by four per cent beer (35267-8) ; law beneficial during railway con- 

struction (35263-4) ; prohibition beneficial, backed by public opinion (35272-5, 
35281-2) ; prohibitory clauses of license law popular (35276-80). 


POPE, JAMES ©., of Regina, Chief License Inspector, and Assistant Accountant of 
Northiwest Territories, 4 1: u pees cement een tip enya Page 232 
Resident ten years ; formerly in charge of permit system (34493-500). Deputies 
enforce license law (34515-19). Prohibition impracticable, else desirable 
(34502, 34552-5). License popular (34562). Smuggling existed under permit 
law (34503-11). Trouble with Indians at Prince Albert (84520-51). Scott 
Act impracticable in Prince Edward Island (34523-37). 
Re-called. Page 242. Local option clause in licensing act useless (34695-705). 
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REED, HAYTER, of Regina, Indian Agent for Manitoba, Keewatin and the North- 
west [Lenritories egies kerb ou bes hse yaaa eee eee eee eee Page 222 
Resident since 1883. Permit system successful at first (34303, 34327). Popular 
sentiment against law ; permits loosely issued (34307-8, 34328-9, 34342-3). 
Smuggling and disorder under system (34344-58). License law preferable if 
enforced (34312-15). Prohibition impracticable ; favours compensation (34316- 

20). Indians and prohibition (34321-6, 34353). 


RICHARDSON, Hox. HUGH, of Regina, Presiding Justice of Supreme Court of 
North-west “erritories’.. 4. +. 5 .¢4 a. 1 OS ee en ee Page 219 


Resident sixteen years (34251). Permit system satisfactory; abused latterly 
(34256-61, 34271-8). Liquor and crime (34279-88). 


ROYAL, Hon. JOSEPH, Lieutenant-Governor of North-west Territories. ..Page 462 
Statement comprising introduction, condition on his taking office: 1. Permit law ; 
2. Its results ; 3. Social changes ; 4. Dithculties from change of circumstances ; 

5. Precautions adopted ; 6. Public opinion asserts itself; 7. Statistics. 


SIBBALD, JOHN B,, of Regina, Merchant. ...°.4 4...) -eeeeeeee ee ee Page 272 

Manager Western Milling Co., ten years (35287-8). Prohibition unsuccessful 

(35295-6). Drinking increased under license (35297-8). Compounds used 
(35300-402). Favours compensation (35296). 


SMITH, JACOB W., of Regina, Hardware Merchant) 2) 424s oe Page 334 


Chairman License Commissioners, resident ten years (36436-40) ; prohibition good 
till 1889 (36444); then permits loosely issued ; liquor brought in; police 
relaxed vigilance (36445-50) ; license law not enforced (36451-79) ; favours 
prohibition (36458-62). 

WELSH, Rev. JOHN K., of Indian Head, Presbyterian Minister........ Page 265 

Resident two years (35144) ; drinking under 4 per cent beer less than under license ; 
smuggling extensive (35154-5, 35166-79) ; license law not enforced (35160-61) ; 
prohibition and license law inoperative (35218-19, 35232-37) ; licensing absurd ; 
prohibition desirable (35196-7, 35209); practicable (35220); anti compensa- 
tion (35202). 

WILLIAM JAMES, of Regina, Police Constable... 2. one ene Page 243 

Resident five years, formerly in Mounted Police (34707-9) ; prohibition good in 
principle ; impracticable (34713-18, 34728-30, 34734-6, 34742-3) ; police powers 
of search under prohibition (34716) ; difficulties of enforcement (34719-25) ; 
anti compensation (34740). 


WILLIAMS, “RICHARD HENRY: Mayor of Regina. 2.2.2. emma. . ne Page 333 

Resident ten years ; ex-officio Police Magistrate (36403-7, 36414-15) ; presides at 

police court ; hears license cases ; drunkenness increased under license (36416- 

20); prefers prohibition, or enforced permit system, if practicable (86421-29) ; 
Mounted Police enforced law (36434), 


WIGLLOUGHBY , JORN HY Gs EMD! ot Reginar...10eea en ae Page 829 
Resident ten years (36327-32) ; member Town Council (36334-6) ; permit unsatisfac- 
tory ; smuggling; excessive drinking and compounds used (36337-400) ; 
authorities powerless to enforce (36372-3 ; 36387-8) ; license preferable (363- 

36) ; drunkenness decreased (36369-70) ; favours prohibition (36387). 
WRIGHT, ALFRED H., of Regina, License Inspector,.........-....... Page 342 
Resident fifteen months (36615-18) ; difficulties of enforcing law and with witnesses 


(36622-47) ; permit system unenforced preferable to license (36629) ; favours 
prohibition ; anti compensation (36630-28). 
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PRINCE ALBERT, 3rd of November, 1892. 


BAKER, MISS LUCY M., of Prince Albert, Teacher. ...............54. Page $21 
Missionary teacher in Presbyterian Church schools for Sioux Indians thirteen years 
(36200-1 ; 36208 ; 36221). Difficulties with liquor under permit (26209-10). 
Rarity of drunkenness amongst Indians before license (36213-16 ; 36223-31). 

Favours prohibition (36225-7), 


BETTS, JOHN W., M.L.A., of Prince Albert, Merchant,................ Page 311 

Resident fifteen years (36003-5); anti permit ; system unsatisfactory, unpopular, 

unenforced (36009-11; 36021-3 ; 36034 ; 36042-3) ; favours high license (36012) ; 

license enforceable better than permit (36013-15); license Act observed 

(36019) ; favours compensation (36024); national prohibition practicable ; 
favoured by popular sentiment (36044-53). 


COTTON, JOHN, of Prince Albert, Superintendent North-west Mounted Police...... 
Page $23 
Resident ten years (35455-9) ; duty is to enforce permit system and prohibition to 
Indians (35462-6) ; smuggling under permit ; law evaded ; police obstructed ; 
(35468-85 ; 35500-4) ; injurious effect of Judge Rouleau’s judgment (35508- 9): 
witnesses’ weak memories under permit system (35486-9) ; license law enforced 
(35497) ; precautions to prevent Indians obtaining liquor (35498-9 ; 35510.) 


DAVISATHONEAS O., of Prince Albert, Merchanteo. 2.0.0.6. 240s non Page 323 


Resident twelve years (36232-3) ; prefers license to permit (36236-8) ; periodical 
drinking under permit ; smuggling existed ; compounds used (36239-44) ; favours 
restriction of license “( 36254. 5) ; anti prohibition ; favours compensation 
(36252-3). 


DONALDSON, SAMUEL JAMES, Mayor of Prince Albert............Page 274 


Resident since 1887 (35305); permit system satisfactory at first ; abused finally 
(35313-42) ; permits unlawfully used (35317-18) ; license increases drinking in 
rural districts (35343-4) ; law well observed (35346-50) ; anti compensation 
(35338). 


aN WeLLWEAM,.of Prince Albert, Advocates” win. 24:25 2. os sane as Page 326 
In Territories twelve years (36300-1) ; permit system abused (36304) ; smuggling 
extensive (36305-9 ; 36319) ; law generally disregarded (36324) ; favours univer- 
sal prohibition ; impracticable (36310-12) ; anti compensation ; license preferable 

to permit ; reduced drunkenness (36314-15). 


HERCHMER, LAWRENCE WILLIAM, Commissioner of North-west Mounted 
POUEGE.. . 5... Goa JAS 2a) en tenn eS NN Cee ak Page 287 

Resident thirty years ; formerly in Indian Department (35511 ; 35521-2); Mounted 
Police and smuggling (35520) ; difficulties in restraining Indians from liquor 

aes ee de pe OF Been ee law eyeae! to ee lace Cede ; 


erere 


iver (35551. an 355 73- 80) ; license ae pr fates able, sulted (35553. -5 ; 
35568) ; (yours one entrance only to hotels (35557-61) ; increase of drinking 
amongst lower classes under license (35602-4) ; police vigilant, unaided by 
temperance people (35571) ; public opinion anti prohibition (35590- 1). 
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MACLISE, WILLIAM VALLEAU, of Prince Albert, Advocate........ Page 308 


Resident eleven years (35952-6) ; drinking decreased (35995-61) ; licenses loosely 
issued (35971) ; law imperfect (35971-4, 35978-82) ; permit system effectually 
prohibited Indians (35983) ; favours compensation (35966-9). 


MacGUIRE, Hon. THOMAS HORACE, of Prince Albert, Judge of Supreme Court 
OL Ne Wee 6 eae elles yc alee a a)s See aie eae Page 277 
Resident three years (35364) ; license satisfactory (35370, 35408-10) ; permit system 
good at first ; loose latterly (35475-6) ; ditticulties from Judge Rouleau’s judg- 
ment (35377); law not enforced injurious, especially regarding perjury ; 
witnesses unreliable (35389-90, 35418-26); favours absolute prohibition, next 
license (35395, 35412, 35453-56) ; prohibition not enforced in Maine (35645-6) ; 
crime and liquor (35385, 35399, 35401-2); permit system injured by 4 per 
cent beer (35403-7) ; illicit selling previous to license (35413-14) ; legalized 

trade dangerous (35428) ; license popular (35429). 


“MCKAY, Ven ARCHDEACON, of Prince Albert:..;;.). [iia.-e Beene eee Page 317 


Native (36414-15) ; permit system protected Indians (36116); enforcement of pro- 
hibitory law dependent on public sentiment (36125, 36129, 36131); drinking 
on Indians reserves under license (36117-18): drunkenness increased under 
license (36119); prohibition desirable if enforced for nation, but very difficult 
of enforcement (36123-25, 36132-33) ; anti general compensation (36135). 


Mok AY; THOMAS, MGA. of Prince Albert, Farmer jets eee te Page 314 
Native (36056-58) ; absolute prohibition in early days (36059-63) ; liquor introduced 
after Confederation (36068-70); permit system imperfect, not enforced 
(36071-6); License Act satisfactory (36079) ; favours compensation (36081-2). 


McTAGGART, JOHN, of Prince Albert, Dominion Land Agent......... Page $24 


Resident eight years (36257-60) ; permit system unsatisfactory ; administration lax ; 
permits loosely issued (36262-3, 36279-83); licensing wrong (36267-8) ; 
increased drunkenness (36265, 36297); license or prohibition no issue at 
election (36285-9, 36298-9) ; favours prohibition ; anti compensation (36266-71). 


NORMAN FRANCIS, of Prince Albert, Inspector North-west Mounted Police 

Page 292 

Resident nineteen years (35607) ; liquor for sickness only in 1877 (35609) ; corro- 

borates Col. Herchmer and Supt. Cotton (35611-12); modes of smuggling 

(35613-20) ; little liquor on Canadian Pacific Railway construction (35685) ; 

license reduced illicit selling (35637, 35639-41); licensees best detectives 
(35642-6) ; Scott Act failure in St. Thomas and Yorkville, Ont. (35662-90). 


REED, JOHN L., of Prince Albert, Dominion Land Surveyor.......... Page 300 


Chairman of License Commissioners, resident twenty-one years (35783-86) ; Scott 
Act failure in Durham County, Ont. (35789-94, 35866-7) ; license preferable to 
permit (35794) ; extensive smuggling, compounds used (35797-802) ; national 
prohibition impracticable, favours compensation (35803-5, 35823-7, 35841-2) ; 
license law enforced by Mounted Police (35817-22) ; favours asylums for persist- 
ent drunks (35850-56). 


ROBERTSON, PETER, of Prince Albert, Chief Constable and License Inspector. 
Page 298 
Resident nine years (35725-7) ; has to enforce law (35734-5); law well observed, 
drunkards mostly Half-breeds, license preferable to permit (35736-41); less 
drinking than under permit (35371-3) ; recalled, page 319 ; presents statistics 

of arrests (36136-8). 
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~> ROCHESTER, Rev. W. M., of Prince Albert, Presbyterian Minister..... Page 304 


Resident two years (35869); Scott Act in Carleton County, in Stormont and 
Cornwall a failure (35874-80) ; beneficial (35920) ; brought into contempt and 
repealed (35950-53); anti license (35888-9); drunkenness increased under 
license (35885-6 ; 35921 ; 35927-8 ; 25936) ; prohibition or license no factor in 
last election (35925-6 ; 35937 ; 35947-8); favours prohibition ; practicable 
(35890-9) ; anti compensation (35906-7). 


STULL, JAMES P. A., Prince Albert, Clerk of Municipality............. Page 316 


Resident since 1885 (36083-7); permit system a failure; license worse ; more 
drinking (36990-97) ; city receives license fees (36098) ; anti license ; favours 
prohibition ; anti compensation (36104-10). 


Pay tol WOOD, ANDREW, of Prince Albert, Hotel Clerk............... Page 319 


Resident eighteen years ; formerly in North-west Mounted Police (36140-4) ; per- 
mits at first issued by police officers (36145-51) ; smuggling in all shapes for 
white men and Indians (36152-6) ; police endeavoured to enforce law (36186) ; 
license system observed (36180; 36197-9) ; drunkenness less, more observ- 
able (36181-4). 


CALGARY, 7th of NOVEMBER, 1892. 


CAYLEY, Hon. HUGH ST. QUENTIN, M. L. A,, of Calgary, Chairman Executive 

RORETEGTIGLEG . .... << SPs -llccs tne I EM Oar Yo te ee Page 235 

Resident since 1884 (34567) ; No license at first ; police endeavoured to enforce 

prohibition ; exceptional powers ineffectual (34571-4 ; 34588) ; permit law not 

observed (34590-609) ; people demanded license (34576-9) ; permits given by 

favour (34597-602) ; absolute prohibition necessary (34610-11); violated law 
demoralizing (34616). 


COStIGAN WORN R., of Calgary barristers...) .. 42.3. 52 oh ee aos Page 398 
Crown Prosecutor for District of Alberta, resident since 1883 (37813-15) ; license 
preferable to permit (37816) ; permit difficult to enforce; popular sentiment 
t opposed ; smuggling rife ; majority of liquor illicitly procured ; permits fraudu- 
lently re-used ; 4 per cent beer meant whisky (34818-31) ; witnesses’ forget- 
fulness in liquor cases (36833-7); prohibition beneficial ; impracticable ; in- 
advisable ; involves compensation (37832-40 ; 37856-7) ; hotels preferable to 

saloons (37841-5). 


CUTHBERT, A. ROSS, of Calgary, Inspector of North-west Mounted Police 
Page 385 

Resident since 1885 (37569-72); Mounted Police had to enforce permit, tried to in 
face of many difficulties. Much smuggling and many seizures, small percentage 
seized. Permits misused. Witnesses hard to procure ; no offence to lie; com- 
pounds used and illicit distilling (87573-90, 37597-600) ; canteen arrangements 
(37609-16) ; temptations to police constables (37617-24, 37650-1) ; impossible 
to enforce prohibition without popular support. Prohibitory clauses of licenses 
not carried out (37591-6) ; saloon licenses under permit difficult to manage 
(37625-30, 37647-9) ; permits ante-dated and handed round (37631-41) ; four per 
cent beer increased smuggling (37641-6.) 

Recalled page 397. bf 
Difficulties of convicting for selling under permit (37806) ; convictions of 
Indians and Half-breeds for having liquor (37808-12). 
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CuruBeErt, A. Ross—Continued. 


Re-called page 402. 
Applications for permits referred to police officers (86909-11.) 

Supplementary statement in re possible bribery of members’ of police force, and 
attempts thereat: convictions for ‘“ selling” vs. convictions for “having in 
possession.” Results of establishing police canteens (37912). 


DICK, ERAN K® of Calgary, duicense Inspector 51: 51. (aera one Page 374. 
Formerly in lumber trade, resident in Calgary about three years, first Inspector 
under license (37339-43) ; Inspector's duties (37367-71); performed his duties 
honestly and faithfully, recommends front bars and no curtains (37345-7) ; 
license system preferable to permit (37344); more places selling liquor in 1884 
than now (37348-53) ; illicit sales still going on (37372) ; sale became general 
about two years before license (37354) ; prohibition could be enforced if proper 
methods were adopted (37356-7) ; Mounted Police not right men to enforce pro- 
hibition (37358-68). 


DOWLING, THOMAS, of Calgary, Collector of Inland Revenue......... Page 368. 
Joined police force in 1878 (37174-81); permit system diligently enforced in face 
of difficulties ; smuggling and illicit stills put down ; police powers of search 
(37182-99,37205-7, 37213-7); prohibition enforced during railway construc- 

tion (37208-12) ; less drinking under license (37218-26.) 


ENGLISH, THOMAS, of Calgary, Chick of Police? aso eere ee. ee Page 37O 
Chief of Police 22 months, came from Winnipeg, nothing to do with enforcement 
of license law (37227-35, 37257, 37265): license works better than permit ; 
liquor sold openly under permit (37236-45, 37266-71, 37272-80) ; more liquor 
drank now ; wants front bars with uncurtained windows (37246-56) ; sales 
after hours going on (37259-60); Mounted Police only look after Indians 
(37 252-3) 


HODDER, EDWARD ob: Caleary 2.2%): 0." s)sa.k ts eo ene ete came ee Page 3976 


Retired Merchant, resident six years (37385) ; favours license (37390) ; less drunk- 
enness (37414-6) ; liquor trade bad for community (37444-54) ; permit system 
not prohibitive ; rioting and disorderly conduct ; liquor sold in more places 
than under license (37417-23, 37398-400) ; permits loosely given (37463-70) ; 
smuggling carried on (37406-8) ; compounds sold (37401-2) ; opposed to pro- 
hibition ; could not enforce it (37409-12, 37485-90); limitations under license 
do not interfere with liberty of subject (37424-33, 37454-9); favours com- 
pensation (37413.) 


LUCAS, ALEXANDER, of Calgary, Financial and Real Estate Agent...Page 362 


Mayor of Calgary, resident in Calgary since 1886 (37052-60) ; Scott Act in 1886, 
in force in Lambton ; subsequently repealed (37061-6) ; prohibition in North- 
west from 1886-88 unsatisfactory ; liquor obtainable (37067-75, 37087) ; after 
1888 till license, saloons ran openly (37076-80) ; Mounted Police did their duty 
(37101-5, 37135); smuggling largely carried on (37145-7); permits handed 
round (37170-3) ; more drunkenness under license (37082-4, 37106-18, 37140-2) ; 
license law satisfactory, bars should be uncurtained during prohibited hours 
(37090-3) ; more liquor places before than under license (37099-100) ; prosecu- 
tions under license law (37122-3); prohibition no good, permits issued too 
freely, smuggling went on, stubs of exhausted permits used, liquor sold under 
permit (37125-33, 37138-9, 37143-4, 37148-55, 37163-9) ; Dominion prohibition 
ae aye (37097-8) ; but doubtful (37134-6) ; prohibition not popular 
37156-7. 


INDEX AND ANALYSIS OF EVIDENCE. 687 


~ MARSH, GEORGE, of Calgary, Real Estate Agent.................... Page 404. 


Resident since 1883 ; railway agent for Canadian Pacific Railway from Wolseley 
to Calgary, 500 miles; came from the United States (37913-8) ; prefers 
license to permit (37920-2) ; drinking about same under both systems ; smug- 
gling under permit ; some liquor seized, more got through, compound liquors 
largely used (37920-39, 37963-75) ; favours prohibition that will prohibit, 
impracticable (37940-6, 37985-90); favours compensation (37947); wouid 
remove all restrictions on traflic but high license ; advocates “gold cure ” for 
habitual inebriates as part of system (37952-3, 37955-7); would imprison 
licensees selling to minors (37954, 37961) ; liquor obtainable day and night 
under license (37962-8) ; police vigilant ; some venal, bribery active, attempt 
at prohibition farcicai (37976-7, 37992, 38012) ; prohibition breeds criminals 
(38013-4). 


Mowe NE ARI CK J., JR. ot Calvary y Darristen., .%.c tn eae. . oienltle te Page 408 


Resident in Territories three years (38015) ; prefers license to permit; decrease in 
crime and drinking under license (38017-20, 38053) ; illicit selling under permit, 
licenses for temperance drinks used for liquor trattic, blackmailing carried 
on (38020-5, 38029-45, 38049-55); would compensate for plant (38026); 
wholesale and retail places. should have some degree of restriction 


(38027-8). 


ROULEAU, Hon. CHARLES B., of Calgary, Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
iNoupnawest ‘Territories ta’ meet ee Pier fe, os sired sc sands lee lea ie Page 380 
Came to Calgary in 1885; in Territories nine years (37491-3); license works 
tolerably well (37495) ; system preferable ; regulates and restricts  trattic 
(37551) ; saloon licenses under permit only allowed temperance drinks ; prose- 
cutions for having liquor in possession (37543-50) ; permit well observed at 
first ; illicit importation grew (37499, 37536-42); illicit sales before license 
(37507-11) ; his decision that liquor brought in under permit was covered by 
permit even if in possession of other than holder of permit (37501-6, 37521-2, 
37529-32, 37556-7); Mounted Police honestly tried to enforce prohibition 
(37514-9) ; permit system class prohibition (37553-5) ; advocates “ gold cure” 
for persistent inebriates (37512-3, 37558-9) ; violated law has evil effects : 
prohibitory law unpopular (37520); prohibition good ; cannot be enforced ; 
those in trade should receive compensation (37523); would encourage use 
of light wines (37525-6, 37561-5, 37567-8) ; prohibition failed in Vermont 
(37528) ; serious crimes not attributable to liquor (37566). 


SEDO NerAda CELU R, of. Calgary, Barrister serpy ca. hice nae ents Page 390 


Town Solicitor, resident since 1885 in Territories (37653-61). License law defec- 
tive, amendments wanted, restaurants unnecessary ; hotel bars more harmful 
than saloons, both objectionable (37662-75). Prohibition desirable and 
practicable; rural sentiment strongly prohibition (37676-704, 37768-70). 
Prohibition or license not question at election (37705-15, 37750-64, 37796-805). 
Favours partial compensation (37716-8). Drunkenness increased under 
license (37719-31.) License law enforced ; difficulty of proving violations 
(37733-40). Mounted Police and prohibitory law, officers drank ; liquor cir- 
culated under permit (37744-9). Prohibition in Pasadena, and Riverside 
successful (3777 1-95). 


WALKER, JAMES, of Calgary, Lumber Merchant.............+05..-. Page 3772 
Chairman of License Commissioners, resident in Calgary twelve years; Mounted 
Policeman in 1872 (37281-6, 37314-20). Mounted Police duties with Indians 
in early days; Hudson Bay Company sold to Indians or anybody ; not much 
smuggling (37287-311). More liquor used now (37333-4). Four per cent beer 
made permit dead letter; all sorts of liquor sold (37331-2). Prohibition 

enforced would be good, illicit sale chief difficulty (37335-8). 
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WILLLAMS, MILTON, of Glerchen, Parmer:.: 1a: -iausyee ieee ene Page 400 
Resident in Territories ten years; nearest neighbour smuggler before license ; 
information laid, no conviction ; 4 per cent beer did not affect him (37864-904). 
Sentiment of community, prohibition ; could be enforced (37905-6). Favours 
compensation (37907). 


FORT MACLEOD, 9th of NOVEMBER, 1892. 


ALLEN, WILLIAM COX, M.D., of Fort Macleod, Collector of Customs and of Inland 
REVENUG. t. leee Eo ance lf SS ec is Se peed a Ie tegen es Page 441 
Resident six years (38056). Liquor passed under license (38058-62). Extensive 
smuggling under permit (38063-8, 38078-80). Mounted Police faithfully 
vigilant (388069-70, 38081). Prohibition impracticable (38071, 38086-8) ; 
desirable if practicable (38085) ; license preferable to permit (38072-4) ; per- 

mit system no prohibition (38082-3) ; anti compensation (38075). 


EVANS, ROBERT, of Fort Macleod, Veterinary Surgeon............... Page 415. 

Revenue inspector, resident three years (38138-40); prefers license to permit 

(38144, 38156); present law violated (38167-70); Difficulties under permit ; 

people indifferent, witnesses would tell nothing; smuggling carried on 

(38145-50, 38159-63) ; saloons before license (38171-77) ; prohibition imprac- 

ticable (38152-4, 38158) ; favours compensation (38155) ; prohibition if prac- 

ticable desirable (38157) ; Scott Act in Simcoe and Dufferin (38164) ; license 
satisfactory in Boulton, Ont. (38165-6). 


GAVIN, Bev. LLAMILTON, of Fort: Macleod, 292 4a. cetera eae 2): hae Page 420 
Presbyterian minister, resident one year (38247-50) ; liquor openly sold before license 
(38251-8 ; 38267) ; Scott Act beneficial in Colchester, well enforced (38259-61 ; 
38268-69) ; favours prohibition, licensing wrong, against compensation(38262-4). 


HILTON, Rev. DONALD, of Fort Macleod, Clerk in Holy Orders........ Page 412 


Church of England, resident fourteen years (38089-91) ; prefers license to permit 
(38092) ; immigrants not opposed to prohibition (38095-8) ; favours prohibi- 
tion if practicable (38099-38100, 38106-7, 38115-6) ; illicit importation and 
open sale under permit (38093, 38102-5) ; evil effects of liquor (38108-13) ; 
moderate, introductory to excessive, drinking (38114) ; danger of liquor to 
Indians (38117-9). 


HOLLIES, JOHN, of Fort Macleod, Hotel-keeper...................: Page 422 
Resident in Ontario seventeen years, at Macleod four years (38270-2) ; prohibition in 
force, liquor obtained from traders ; smuggling increased with white population ; 
open sale before license (38270-307) ; police endeavoured to perform duties, 
lacked popular support ; law considered unjust; difficult country to guard 
(38309-29) ; prohibition impracticable (38308, 38371-2) ; not an election issue 
(38330-3) ; trade under license ; less drinking ; law observed (38334-68) ; 
excessive drinking unchecked by law (38369-70) ; license popular (38375-9) ; 

hotels depend on liquor for profit (38393-406). 


KENNEDY, GEORGE ALLAN, M.D., of Fort Macleod................ Page 419 


Xesident fourteen years, formerly surgeon to police at different posts (38226-8) ; 
prefers license to permit (38230) ; permit never properly enforced ; occasional 
hardships ; liquor for medicine frequently unobtainable ; smuggling (38231-7 ; 
38242-6); more drunkenness under license (38238-39); fewer engaged in 
trattic (38240-1) ; favours compensation (38243-4). 
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MacLEOD, Hoy. JAMES FARQUHARSON, of Fort Macleod, Justice of Supreme 
Oomarat North-west: Verrtories-ee was. rics 15 lo). shoe oo of Page 416 


Resident since 1874 ; in command of Mounted Police at Cypress Hills from 1876- 
1889. On bench five years ; as Assistant Commissioner first officer with force 
(38178-38186) ; police charged with enforcing prohibition ; had been consid- 
erable drinking among Indians ; first idea to suppress that ; afterwards smug- 
gling began ; difficult to suppress (38186-95) ; cases before him as Judge reveal 
difficulties of obtaining evidence for prosecutions, and much perjury (38196-9, 
38207, 38211-5); liquor and crime (38217); license preferable to permit 
(38200-1) ; bad effect of violated law (38207); permit system really license, 
smuggling under it (38202-6) ; objects to principle of prohibition, would re- 
quire very large majority of supporters to justify such enactment (38208-15) ; 
with small majority illicit traders would carry prohibition for own ends 
(38219-24). 


ie LOKs Well., of Fort Macleod) Ranchets.ag.ch csc hdn ond es eee Page 428 


Resident sixteen years, came from Manitoba, rancher and farmer (38407-14) ; no 
law at first ; prohibition and Mounted Police came together ; police honestly 
endeavoured to enforce law, smuggling existed ; police hampered by extent of 
country ; popular sentiment against law (38415-44) ; prohibition in Territories 
‘impracticable ; license preferable (38445-9) ; liquor selling to Indians (38450-8). 


WRIGLEY, JOSEPH H., of Fort Macleod; Advoéate.. 2... [0.5.0 da een. Page 444 

Resident in Territories two years (38120-4) ; license preferable to permit (38125) ; 

smuggling under permit, compounds used (38126-7, 38130-1); prohibition im- 
practicable, opposed to principle (38128-9, 38133-7). 


BANFF, 12th NOVEMBER, 1892. 


prot e D)ANiebasy of Banlt .. «./ "cee er eee aiae efor so ne So's ky bine FB we Page 448 

Formerly of Winnipeg, resident three years (38829-32) ; permit system injurious, 

smuggling rife, compounds used (38843-6, 38831-2) ; license system worse than 

in Ontario (38841-2) ; prohibitionist, opposed to license principle (38836-40, 
38847-49). 


Pewee ROBERT GHEORGHE, M.D imok Bagi aim om ascitic ce Are se lcuen Page 451 


Member of Legislative Assembly for Banff, resident since 1884 ; Chief surgeon of 
C.P.R. during construction (38887-94); smuggling under permit ; Mounted 
Police endeavoured to suppress it (38893-908, 38963-4, 39014); permit placed 
recommending representatives In wrong position (38914-5, 38941-3); permit 
unpopular (38932-3); license preferable to permit (38909, 38960-81); less 
drinking under license (38981-2) ; law popular, capable of enforcement (38910- 
13, 38916-7, 38974-7) ; capable of amendment (38965); sales under permits 
(38944-6, 39010-13) ; fees for permits went to Terrritorial Revenue (38947-9) ; 
permit or license not an election issue (38949-53, 38978-90, 38995-39009) ; 
governor acted on popular feeling (38954-9); favours national prohibition 
(38918-31) ; would require large majority to be practicable (38933-8) ; favours 
compensation (38939-40) ; sanitarium special license (38988-93) ; Rocky Moun- 
tain Park requires special legislation (39015-24). 


21—44** 
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CONNORS, THOMAS, of Banff, Wholesale Liquor Merchant..........., Page 444 

Resident six years (38714-7) ; license preferable to permit (38718-9); smuggling 

and illicit trade under permit (38720-6, 38736-48, 38763-9, 38773-7, 38825-7) ; 

compounds used (38778-92) ; police did their duty (388773); four per cent 

beer covered everything (38793-6) ; sales under permits for medicinal purposes, 

stubs used (38798-808) ; prohibition impracticable (38734-5, 38797) ; opposed 

to principle (38819) ; people would have liquor (38767-70); license law ob- 

served (38750-66, 38820-4) ; less drinking (38771-2); sells less under license 
(38809-18). 


FERGUSON, JOHN JAMES, of Banff, Hardware Merchant............ Page 449 
Resident five years (38850-2); prohibitionist ; opposed to license on principle 
(38855-61, 38868, 38872-5, 38882-5); anti compensation (38870-1); present 
licensees formerly illicit traders (38862-3) ; license law indicates public senti- 


ment (38880-1); more drunkenness under permit (38865); temperance in- 
fluence beneficial (38867, 38876-79). 


HARPER, FRANK, of Banff, Inspector of North-west Mounted Police...Page 480 


Resident thirteen years (38459-61) ; police faithfully tried to enforce prohibition, 
popular sentiment inimical ; smuggling extensive, seizures frequent, compounds 
used, domiciliary visits (38463-86, 38572-4); permit system worked badly, 
difficult to secure conviction, perjury common, law unpopular; effects of 
law evil (38488-95, 38509-24, 38540-2, 35558-70) ; four per cent beer increased 
difficulties (38543-4); prohibition good if practicable (38496); immigrants 
prefer license (38497-9) ; license law excellent, lacks enforcing ; main features 
observed ; drinking increased (38500-8, 38522-39, 38545-8). 


STEWART, GEORGE A., of Banff, Superintendent of Rocky Mountain Park, 

Page 486 

Resident twelve years, magistrate, (38575-85); smuggling and rioting before 

license (38586-98) ; disgusted with permit, license worse (38600:2) ; park under 

special Act, cases under it (38603-20) ; permits too freely issued, liquor sold, 

law practicable and desirable in park ; 4 per cent beer increased drunkenness 

(38621-9 ; 8634-42); more liquor under license (38630-1); prohibition im- 
practicable, license practicable, not enforced (38635-40). 


WHITE, DAVID, of Banff, Section Foreman of Canadian Pacific Railway.. Page 440 


In Banff three years, (38643-5); smuggling from British Columbia on trains, 
methods employed (38646-56, 38661-3, 38677a-84) ; prohibitionist ; license law 
sinful (38657.60) ; liquor detrimental to labour (38662-77, 38685-7138). 


VICTORIA, 17th and 18th of NOVEMBER, 1892. 


BEAVEN, ROBERT, Mayor of Victoria Page 469 


Member for city in Provincial Legislature ; resident in British Columbia thirty 
years, in Victoria since 1886, (39057-61) ; license law in force all along (39062) ; 
people sober and law-abiding (39070) ; member of licensing court (38073-7) ; 
how constituted (39141-2); old liquor licenses (39083-5) ; retail, bottle and 
wholesale licenses, income therefrom (39085-107, 39162); number lessened 
(39166-70) ; difficult, to obtain licenses, mode of procedure, restrictions, billiard 
licenses (39108-22, 39171-5); Chinese weaknesses, opium and gambling 
(39132-5); old and new license laws compared (39143-57, 39176) ; law observed 
(39160-1) ; prohibition difficult to enforce (39177-181). 
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BEGETS Reo ATTHEW BALLOU ois Victorias. Joh. ve lilo ow Page 494 


Chief Justice of Supreme Court of British Columbia twenty years, previously Judge 
on Mainland (39609-12) ; pestered with whisky in North-west in 1885, under 
prohibition whisky bad but plentiful ; Mounted Police had it; Indians must 
be prohibited (39614-27, 39654-72, 39723- 5); prohibition impracticable there 
(39631) ; liquor in Alaska (39627- 30) ; infringed laws injurious (39634, 39660); 
Population in Constantinople and Stamboul under religious prohibition, 
dangerous and criminal at night (39636, also letter, page 502, 39686-9) ; British 
Columbia law-abiding (39636) ; favours compensation (39637- -9); drinking 
less than formerly, still excessive in some cases (39645-53) ; men who deme 
superior, intellectually, morally, physically (39690-4, 39726-33, also letter page 
502) ; restriction on traffic wise (39695-707) ; license regulates traffic (39714- 
21); anti prohibition (39710-4, 39722). 


BELYEA, ARTHUR L., of Victoria, Barrister-at-Law...........0....0.. Page 542 

Resident four years, formerly of Fredericton, N.B. (40545-8); formerly Police 

Magistrate (40562); Inspector for County of York under McCarthy Act, 

clashes with Scott Act, latter not enforced; public sentiment weak, law 

violated ; litigation blameable (40549-60) ; license enforced fairly, few vio- 

lations, law harmonizes with public opinion (40561-66) ; prohibition preferable, 
impracticable, owing to present condition of public sentiment (40567-81). 


CAMPLELL, Rev. JOHN, of Victoria. . ce .Page 537 


Presbyterian Minister, resident ie piesa oscar of Coneee cod. Simcoe 
County, Ontario (404 58-60) ; anti liquor traffic ; licensing wrong ; injures com- 
munity ; partaking of liquor wrong (40467-71, "40514- 17); prohibitionist Sys- 
tem practicable ; ; favourable eatitiont growing ; anti compensation (40472-5, 
40482-3, 40503-10, 40518-21); Scott Ne in Simcoe and Wellington disap- 
pointing in operation (40476-81, 40511-13) ; better on return of license 
(40490) ; license preferable to untrammelled traffic (40497-8) ; prohibitary law 
requires support of public sentiment (40498-502). 


CHOQUETTE, ALEXANDER, of Fort Wrangell, Alaska, U.S.A........ Page 329 
Trader, resident in Fort Wrangell five years, formerly of British Columbia and 
California (40224-9) ; prohibition in Alaska dead letter, liquor openly sold, 
given to Indians ; United States marshal’s efforts to suppress traffic ; Indians 
distill liquor, smuggling (40230-98). 
COOMBES AE. J..E., of . Vietoriatmenpe as staaa. fu sa0 2 tscnebo satin eet Page 54'7 
Baptist Minister in British Columbia two weeks ; from Tacoma, Washington Ter- 
ritory (40636-39) ; local option at Upper Alton, Ill., fighting “same old devil 
over and over again ;” one town can “jug” .a county ; poe bimenes,? revenue, 
not expense (40642-4) ; license in Washington State on side of liquor men ; 
gives monopoly to debauch people (40646-51); prohibition desirable ; practi- 
cable ; successful in Maine and Kansas; though violations occur (40655-73, 
40678-93) ; anti compensation (40674-77). 


DAVIES, JOSHUA, of Victoria, Auctioneer and Commission Merchant... Page 509 
Resident since 1860, came from California (39860-1); license fairly satisfactory, 
advocates open sale, and high license, and inspection (39877, 39886-912) ; 


opposed to prohibition on principle, impracticable, would induce smuggling, 
expensive to enforce (39881-5, 39914-20). 


DELLSMITH, C., of Victoria, Journalist.......... weseeees.. Page S40 
Resident cae years, connected with Gaus (40694- 5); peers eee induces 
drinking, creates sneaks ; failure in Toronto; night trade (40702- B) ; favours 

license ; law prohibiting sale to drunkards ‘violated (40706-11) ; prohibition 

would be impracticable ; would promote smuggling; anti compensation 


(40712-6, 40720-6). 


692 ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC. 


DOWLER, WELLINGTON J., of Victoria, Clerk of the Municipal Council 

Page 476 

Resident twelve years, Clerk of Police Court (39182-5, 39207) ; clerk of licensing 

court (39187); sales to Indians, witnesses’ wretched memories ; Chinese law 

breakers, drunkards numerous (39189-95); advocates asylums for habitual 

inebriates (39196-7, 39218); prohibition difficult to enforce, would be in- 

jurious (39200, 39225-8); more drunkenness than Toronto (39201-2) ; sailor 

offenders (39203-5); large proportion of charges due to liquor (39208-17) ; 
drunkenness and population increasing (39219-22). 


BALL ERNEST. MODS of Victorian....0.. ¥ sou gare eee eee Crees Page 506 


Resident two years, (39792-3) ; Scott Act in Halton lessened drinking, beneficial, 
repealed (39797-801, 39815-9) ; prohibition desirable, practicable, economical ; 
anti compensation (39802-8, 39830, 39850-8) ; license law not enforced, illicit 
sale, spasmodic efforts at enforcement, houses ofill-fame sell (39809-14, 39845-9, 
39854) ; abstainers best men, moderate drinking decidedly injurious (39820-6, 
39831-44) ; danger of hereditary idiocy (39827-9). 


HALL, LEWIS, of Victoria, Dentist ..../0). <<. eee: eee eee eee Page 544 


Resident since 1886; Grand Secretary Independent Order of Good Templars; prohi- 
bitionist (40582, 40590, 40600) ; liquor poison ; should be guarded as poison ; 
anti license (40580, 40591-3) ; Scott act successful in Oakville, Halton County, 
Ontario, in 1889 (40594-6); anti compensation (40598) ; strong prohibition 
sentiment in British Columbia (40599); money spent in liquor if spent in 
other direction beneficial ; crime, disorder and all unlawfulness arising from 
liquor ; and majority of deaths (40602, 40611); prohibition practicable with 
proper officers and provisions (40612-40635). 


HALL, ROBERT H., -M.P.Pi/of Victoria; 25 eae ae ee Page 489 


Resident twenty years ; lived at Fort Simpson, Fort St. Thomas, Fort St. George, 
Vancouver, and been in Alaska; manager for Hudson Bay Company ; Com- 
pany holds wholesale license (39478-94) ; no license, but liquor at Fort Simp- 
son, floating population, fishermen and Indians, whites and Indians drink ; 
Company had license but withdrew it ; more drinking after ; liquor smuggled 
(39497-500, 39533-8); prohibition in Alaska complete failure; drinking at 
Juneau and Sitka, smuggled liquor openly sold. Indians manufacture liquor 
(39501-19, 39539-47, 39573-602) ; impracticable law weakens justice (39553-4); 
prohibition in British Columbia impracticable (39520-1, 39558-62); favours 
compensation (39522) ; law observed in Victoria (39495-6, 39523-32). 


HOUGHTON, THOMAS, of Victoria, Dry Goods Merchant,............. Page 519 


Resident sixteen years (40065-7) ; favours prohibition, opposed to license, but better 
than untrammelled sale; favours compensation (40076-40093) ; temperance 
people pay best (40094-9). 


HUMBER, MORRIS, of Victoria, Builder and Contractor.............. Page 485 


Resident thirty years, member City Council, Chairman Police Committee (39394- 
400); liquor and labour, respectable drinkers, little drunkenness (39402-26, 
39450-7); license law broken, illicit trading (39433-9); favours high license 
(39440-1, 39445-8, 39458-9) ; prohibition beneficial (39427-9, 39449) ; favours 
compensation (39472-7) ; frequenters of low dives (39442-4). 


LANGLEY, 3.0 FUN Ms ob mvactoria.o.... cd led aileelcs ae ee. k Page 534 


Sergeant of Government Police for Province since 1889, born in Province (40365-8) ; 
police duties, enforce criminal and liquor laws, detective force (40369-78) ; 
license law works well, bona fide traveller causes trouble, convictions quashed, 
favours license system, illicit stills (40380-95, 40399-404); drinking amongst 
Indians; they make liquor (40405-8) ; anti prohibition impracticable (40396-8). 
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McCRAE, FARQUHAR, of Victoria, Police Magistrate................ Page 481 


Resident fourteen months, magistrate six months, barrister, came from New Zealand 
(39326- 30); license in New Z ealand, distilleries suppressed, compensation 
given, beer drank, temperance growing, crime attributable to liquor, tendency 
fo Ee irict bean (39331-2, 39352, 39358-86, 39392-3); hears charges and 
summary trials (39333-5) ; drunikenness, cases due to drink, Indian inebriates 
(39342-51) ; opposes all night selling (39352-3); advocates inebriate asylums 
(39354-5) ; favours compensation (39387-91). 


McMILLAN, JAMES E., of Victoria, High Sheriff of the County of Victoria 
Page 505 
Sheriff eight years (39762) ; license law well observed (39767-72) ; prohibition desir- 
able, practicable (39773-9, 39784-88) ; crime attributable to liquor (39789-91). 


By 1 GEN Gancof “Victoria wvias Woe eee tee oe ede iare ath oat UO eee 


Mesracon Chin Chong Company of merchants, ecieaeih ahous eighteen years, from 
Canton, China (40417- 22); Chinese in Victoria hold wholesale licenses, sell 
Chinese wine made from rice, called cortin, sober people (40423-57). 


RICHARDS, Hon. ALBERT NORTON, Q.C., of Victoria, Barrister-at-Law. Page 303 


Barrister and Queen’s Counsel of Ontario, resident from 1875 to 1881, returned 
1884, formerly Police Magistrate (39735-7, 39748) ; Scott Act benefical in 
Brockville in’ 1881-2 2, afterwards repealed (39738-44); favours compensation 
(39751-3): prohibition right in principal, opposes it as unfair to those who 
wish to drink (39754-61) ; crime committed through liquor (39755). 


SM Roe OhEnGOR Y “CLEMENT oh Victoriam 081420. by eG aoe) Page S16 


President of Licensed Victuallers’ Association, hotel-keeper, resident ten years, 
from California, (40000-3) ; holds old license (40008) ; license law observed, 
favours inspection, use of light wines increasing (40009-15, 40021) ; anti prohi- 
bition, impracticable, favours compensation (40022-4, 40059-61); licensees 
associated for protection, and enforcing law (40032-58). 


Sr belie bi, NOAH, Of eViTetoricsmasebtec cs atic 1h Attain ch eae Page 31 


Postmaster, resident since 1862 (40299-300); License Commissioner (40338) ; 
license law works all right, licensing wrong, better than untrammelled sale, 
law not local option, illicit sale, perpetual licenses, favours annual application 
for license, Chinese brandy (40302-6, 40310-28, 40339-64); prohibitionist 
popular sentiment against prohibition, becoming more favourable, prohibition 


could be enforced, favours compensation (40307-8, 40329-37, 40360-2). 


SHEPHERD, HENRY WILLIAM, of Victoria, Superintendent of City Police 
Page 478 
Resident thirty years, Superintendent four years, police appointed by city authorities, 
their duties (39231-43) ; license law well observed, citizens quiet and orderly, 
sailors, and Chinese and liquor (39244-58, 39305-18); houses of ill-fame sell 
liquor (39270-3) ; drinking and population increased (39300-1) ; would license 
places with full accommodation only (39249); advocates inebriate asylums 
(39259-60) ; prohibition inadvisable, but practicable, smuggling would exist 
(39264-7); favours compensation (39285-96); Chinese get Indians drink, 

police record, (39268-84, 39302-4) ; offences connected with liquor (39297-9). 


WARD ROBERT, of, Victoria, Merchamtysatieinte ce. + sene aie en Page 21 


Provincial Justice of Peace, resident twenty-three years, formerly License Commis- 
sioner (40100-6) ; license law not enforced, that in Victoria practically local 
option, hotels and saloons, various kinds of license, bona jide traveller difh- 
culty, Chinese give Indians liquor, favours inspection (40107-34, 40162-73, 
40193) ; favours night closing (40174-9); trade requires repulation (40180. 
3, 40262-6) ; prohibition impracticable, would induce smuggling, favours lib- 


694 ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC. 


° 


Warp, Ropert—Oontinued. 


eral compensation (40135-42, 40217-8) ; prohibition in North-west fair test ; 
personal search of travellers ; excessive drinking (40143-61) ; poverty, crime 
and liquor (40201). 


WATSON, Rev. COVERDALE of Victoria... . +. 2cttueciey yee Page 40 


Methodist Minister, resident five and a half years ; in province eight years and a 
half ; from Toronto (40522-5); public favour justifies licenses (40528) ; 
prohibitionist ; anti compensation ; growing temperance sentiment ; concurs in 
deliverance of Provincial Conference (40529-44). 


WILSON, ALEXANDER, of Victoria, Merchant... in sha. oe ee oe 


Resident thirty-three years (39921-3) ; license fee formerly $600 now $200 ; law not 
observed (39925-30) ; prohibitionist, license sin, anti compensation, prohibition 
could be enforced (39934-58) ; less drinking now than formerly (39959-60) ; 
hotels worse than saloons (39961-3) ; prohibition feeling growing (39964-99) ; 
crime and drink (39980-3). 


NANAIMO, 21st of NOVEMBER, 1892. 


CAMPBEHUG, GEORGE of sNanamo... .. 2.2.2 eee ee ee Page 870 


Foreman Vancouver Coal Company since 1875 (41133-4) ; high license, too many 
saloons ; fewer saloons, less liquor (41143-6); prohibition wanted (41147-50, 
41179-89) ; by men who drink (41158-62) ; anti compensation (41163-4, 41167- 
9,41190-3); drinking sinful (41170-78) ; miners and liquor, loss of time round 
pay day, fear of losing place lessens drinking (41151-7) ; money invested in 
breweries could be better employed (41165-6). 


DRAKE SAMUEL, of Nanaimo, Sheriff... 34 ae eee 2 ee Page 332 


Sheriff eight years; appointed by Provincial Government; resident over fifty 
years (40727-31); license always in force; mixed and floating population ; 
community orderly (40732-38) ; license law works satisfactorily (40739-41) ; 
Sunday closing beneficial and popular (40758-62) ; anti prohibition; pro- 
hibition would require an army to enforce, cause smuggling, prove impracti- 
cable (40742-50); favours compensation (40767-9) ; favours license but no 
monopoly (40777-8); crime scarce; drink and crime; sales to Indians 
(40779-88). 

GORE, SAMULRY, of Nanadtnos 2 6s 9-2', la shes ee eee ee Page 3058 


City clerk of Nanaimo twelve years, resident thirty-six years ; Secretary to Licens- 
ing Board (40844-9) ; constitution and duties of Licensing Board (40850-8) ; old 
and new licenses, law improved, Sunday drinking (40859-66, 40891-913, 
40923-7); favours prohibition, license next best, preferable to free traffic ; 
prohibition as practicable as any other law ; favours compensation (40867-86) ; 
less drinking than formerly, temperance sentiment growing (40887-92, 40914) ; 
illicit selling (40915-22). 
HASLEM, ANDREW, Mayor of Nanaimo, Sawmill Owner............. Page 305 
Resident eleven years ; in British Columbia seventeen years (40789-93); Chairman 
of Board of License Commissioners (40803) ; community sober and orderly, 
foreign element (40797-802) ; license law well observed, no illicit selling ; 
Sunday selling questionable ; wants bar-rooms closed ; city takes license fees 
(40803-17, 40832-5, 40837-42) ; drinking decreasing (40836) ; favours prohibi- 
tion ; practicability questionable ; danger of smuggling (40818-26, 40843) ; 
favours compensation (40827). 
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McGREGOR, WILLIAM, of Nanaimo, Colliery Manager............... Page 566 


Resident in Nanaimo twenty-six years; manager six years (41039-41); large 
employers of labour; Sunday closing beneficial (41042-50); prohibition 
desirable, enforcement difficult, practicable with efficient officials ; public senti- 
ment favourable; compensation just (41051-61); would lessen number of 
licensed houses (41062-5) ; company dismiss men who drink, habits improving, 
drinking round pay day ; allow no license places on their ground (41066-87). 


Dieeoeiwetinve DL), A. of Nanaimo. pete wee to toss tye me Aes s nh mo Page 580 


Presbyterian Minister, in Province two years (41344-5); Chairman of the Central 
Temperance Committee (41353); Sunday closing observed, bars should be 
closed (41350-5) ; city improving, temperance spreading (41358-60); wants 
prohibition, meantime regulation, smuggling would exist ; anti compensation 
(41356-75) ; favours limitation of hours (41376-83); Drunkards Act openly 
violated (41388-94) ; crime and liquor (41395). 


Meer Ales COLIN C., M PLRS of Nanaimoy . 2. 2 secede setaweu a> Page 586 


Real estate and Insurance Agent in Nanaimo eight years, in Province thirty-four 
years (41457-60); resident in Winnipeg five years under strict prohibition ; 
Hudson Bay Company imported rum and brandy (41461-73) ; favours license 
(41475); bar-rooms should close on Sundays (41484-5); prohibition desirable 
if practicable ; voluntary abstinence growing (41476-80, 41494); place 
habitual inebriates in asylums (41481-2); favours compensation (41483) ; 
Sunday closing opposed in Legislature (41486-92); license fairly observed ; 
illicit sale (41495-7). 


O’CONNOR, THOMAS, Chief Constable of Nanaimo................... Pace 565 


Chief constable eight years, appointed by Council, resident thirteen years (41008-12) ; 
city orderly, large floating population (41013-23) ; drunkenness slightly increas- 
ing, cause of most arrests, less drunkenness under Sunday closing (41024-32) ; 


bars should close on Sunday (41032-4) ; no gambling (41036-8). 


PAV OON  TOEIN, of Nanalmo0s.. :oeeery aes eae es ory craks Nb neacine doen) Page 683 


Gentleman, in Province thirty-four years ; in Nanaimo twenty-four years (41396-8) ; 
formerly licensee (41410) ; smuggling and illicit distilling in Alaska 
(41404-5) ; license law works satisfactorily, too many licenses issued (41406-12) ; 
prohibition objectionable, would produce smuggling and illicit distilling ; 
favours compensation all round; drunkenness a disease ; inherited sometimes 


(41413-56). 


PLANTA, JOSEPH, Police Magistrate at Nanaimo.................... Page S64. 

Justice of Peace and Stipendiary Magistrate three years; in Nanaimo seventeen 

years; in British Columbia, twenty years (40928-36); license law well 

observed ; few cases arise ; Sunday sales, bars should be closed ; illicit selling ; 

old licenses and new; crime scarce (40937-59, 40978-84, 40990, 41007); 

more liquor in private houses (40960-1); prohibition desirable ; impracticable 

(40963-4); favours compensation (40965-9); crime and liquor (40970-4 
40985-89) ; favours asylums for inebriates (40975-7). 


PA EGER: BMEL ARNOLD; M.D: fot Nanaimontgah. a0 ~ <i aeeictars © anc; Page 59°97 
Mine surgeon, in Province, nine years ; formerly colliery surgeon for Lord Durham 
in England (41278-82) ; miners more sober than in England (41282-4, 41306); 
action of license law improved since Sunday closing, less drunkenness ; popular 
(41285-7) ; favours license with early closing (41295-300) ; licensees sell to intox- 
icated men (41301-2) ; hotels preferable to saloons (41313-8) ; prohibition im- 
practicable, failed in North-west Territories and United States; favours com- 
pensation (41288-91, 41303-6, 41319-43) ; comparison, mining communities in 
England and British Columbia (41292-4) ; moderate drinking not harmful, 

poison matter of quantity (41307-10). 
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RANDOLPH, JOSEPH, jr., of Harewood District, Nanaimo, Mine Overman. 
Page 576 
Overseer three years (41249) ; prohibitionist on principle, licensing sin (41253-7) ; 
drinkers not employed in mines, rule beneficial, keeps men from liquor (41258- 
71); no saloons near mines (4127 74-7) ; licensed places more than match church- 
es and temperance societies (41272-3). 


WALKEM, WILLIAM W., M.D., of East Wellington, B.C............. Page 576 


In Nanaimo ten years, in Province seventeen years (41194-6) ; License Board and 
law unsatisfactory ; poor men crowded out ; licensees observe law (41198-206) 
license attaches to property, should be renewed annually (41414-18) ; favours 
high license and more saloons (41233-4); prohibition impracticable, would 
induce smuggling and illicit traffic ; education to prohibition wanted ; favours 
compensation (41207-10, 41225- 32) prohibition would benefit general health 
(41242) ; few cases caused by alcoholism (41211- -3); deaths bridé crime due to 
alcohol (41219-24); abstainers best chance in illness (41235-39); desire for 
drink hereditary (41240, 41246); drink and insanity (41243-5). 


WOLFE, MARCUS, of Nanaimo, Insurance Agent........5...3.4..%: Page 568. 


Resident eleven years, in British Columbia thirty years (41088-9) ; license law 
works satisfactorily ; higher license, larger revenue (41093-5); prohibition 
would mean smuggling, would be evaded ; favours compensation (41096-103) ; 
insurance company refuses liquor manufacturers and vendors, questions 
drinkers, drunkards not accepted; higher fire rates for hotels and houses in 
proximity ; contradictory statements (41104-32). 


NEW WESTMINSTER, 22nd NOVEMBER, 1892. 


ATKINSON, THOMAS C, of New Westminsters{), oe ern ariel: |: Sete Page 394 


Police Magistrate eight years and Justice of Peace for district of New Westminster, 
formerly member of Licensing Board Crag 19) ; license Jaw works well, few 
cases before him (41616-7) ; “Sunday closing observed, no illicit selling, no 
sales to Indians, little drunkennéss (41621- 28, 41675- 82) ; crime and liquor 
(41629-35, 41649-66) ; drinking decreasing (41636-7) ; prohibition imprac- 
ticable; drinking under Scott Act in Halton and Cornwall ; many prohibition- 
ists from sentiment, not assist enforcement (41638-48) ; smuggling would 
exist (41667-74) ; no law is preferable to a violated law (41683- oe Youths’ 
Protection and Drunkards Acts (41685-92). 


BROWN, JOMN'™., DLP.P, of New Westminster..J2 0. sane ee woe ee Page 602 
Postmaster, formerly Mayor, in Province thirty years (41802-5) ; drinking habits 
changed (41808-12) ; prohibitionist, license law best in Province, number of 

saloons restricted, favours prohibition, objects to community receiving from 

what creates crime; prohibitory law could be enforced as well as customs 
(41813-35) ; traffic harmful (41839). 


CUNNINGHAM, Mrs. MARIANNE, of New Westminster............. Page 608 © 


Resident thirty years ; President Woman’s Christian Temperance Union, conduct 
missson, rescue work and fight social evil; unfortunates addicted to drink 
(41901-7); liquor and crime; liquor unmitigated evil (41908-11) ; favours 
prohibition direct ; sentiment growing (41912-4, 41920-2) ; license law unsatis- 
factory ; property owners powerless; hotels worse than saloons, anti com- 
pensation (41913-9), 
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bomen clon AC Boot. New Westminster... 00... s04\cf) ood. es. vee: Page 605 


Formerly Manager of the Bank of British Columbia, resident thirty years (41841-3). 
Prohibition would ruin country, would drive people out, favours compensation 


(41846-65). 


POS PONS WLLL LAM, ‘of New Westminster)... 0... ee ee Page 600 


Chief Constable and License Inspector two years, in Manitoba five years ; com- 
munity law-abiding (41736-43) ; license law satisfactorily carried out, no il- 
licit selling, Indians not supplied by licensees ; Sunday closing well observed ; 
favours inspection of liquors (41744-52, 41778-81); smuggling on Canadian 
Pacific Railway construction under Public Works Act (41754-65, 41777-8) ; 
national prohibition would produce illicit sellling (41766-70); favours com- 
pensation (41771). 


MC LEREINGAN. PATRICK, of Wewa Westminster. Jo... 0.25 ed ee ees Page 607 


Formerly Indian Agent, in Province thirty-six years (41881-3) ; drunkenness and 
fighting on railway construction (41884-9) ; favours compensation (41893-900) ; 
Indians prohibited from liquor ; terribly affected (41893-900). 


MOSMET Yea! LULA M.of News Wesmmuenstetec 8. 3. oi. 40. seciaes ae nic e's Page 598 


Governor of Provincial Jail since 1860, statistics (41693-702, 41721-25); crime 
and drunkenness (41703-6, 41728-35) ; license law satisfactory in degree ; more 
restriction wanted, inspection of liquor, selling to drunkards (41707-13) ; 
enforced prohibition impossible in British Columbia ; would produce smuggling 
and illicit distilling (41714-20). 


ROBSON, Rev. EBENEZER, of New Westminster.................... Page 606 


Methodist Minister, in Province nearly thirty-four years (41866-8); concurs in Church 
deliverance favouring prohibition (41869-71) ; anti compenaation (41876) ; 
drinking decreasing (41872); Scott Act in Dundas and Northumberland 
Counties, Ont., beneficial though violated (41873); traffic has evil effect on 
liquor men (41879-80). 


TOWNSHEND, WILLIAM B., Mayor of New Westminster..:......... Page 589 


Formerly of Hudson Bay Company ; in the Povince thirty-five years ; Chairman 
Board of License Commissioners ; growth of country (41498-526) ; license law 
works satisfactorily, public interests protected ; Sunday closing observed and 
beneficial ; mode of obtaining license ; law very well observed ; Indians sup- 
plied by long shore toughs ; no uilicit sales (41527-50, 41558-86) ; anti prohibi- 
tion, unenforcible ; favours compensation (41441-7, 41600-9); drinking habits 
less than formerly ; temperance sentiment growing (41587-99). 


VANCOUVER, 23rd NOVEMBER, 1892. 


IBBOTE WABI Y. Of Waencouvers oat ait te a ae oY Page 624 


General Superjntendent of Pacific Division of Canadian Pacific Railway, resident 
since 1885 (42249-52); license law fairly satisfactory ; licenses granted 
loosely ; Sunday observance fair (42253-60) ; Maine law not enforced ; liquor 
plentiful (42261-7) ; prohibition under Public Works Act on Canadian Pacific 
Railway construction ; smuggling in spite of honest endeavours at suppression 
(42268-79 ; 42296-9) ; favours compensation (42280-2) ; prohibition would in- 
jure travel (42283-6 ; 42300-6) ; Canadian Pacific Railway avoid drinkers ; 
have some non-abstinence men (42287-94 ; 42307-16). 

21—45** 
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COPE; FRANK, Mayor of Vancouver’... 8)... al: 2 eee Page 610 


Merchant, resident four years (41923-4) ; License Commissioner (41938-9) ; license 
law satisfactory ; inspection carried out ; Sunday closing observed ; Indians 
given liquor by outsiders, not licensees (41940-55, 41973-83) ; Scott and Dunkin 
Acts unsatisfactory in operation (41956-61 ; 41964 ; 41984); anti prohibition 
(41962-72) ; favours compensation (41985). 


DEVINE, JOHN, of Vancouver, Agent... 5.0 4, - scs..c. nee eee Page 646 


Collector in Province seven years ; License Commissioner (42712-7); license law 
enforced would make fine city; not enforced ; liquor sold in restaurants Sun- 
days and week days ; fears increase of licenses ; hotels preferable to saloons ; 
favours regular hours for closing (42718-40, 42771-85); License Inspectors’ 
duties not performed (42741-6) ; favours prohibition ; impracticable at present ; 
compensation dependent on circumstances (42749-57). 


HAMMERSLEY, ALFRED ST. GEORGE, of Vancouver............ Page 604 


Barrister and City Solicitor, resident four and a half years (42876-7) ; license laws 
in Australia and New Zealand much the same as here; preferred to local 
option (42880-93): Sunday law beneficial though violated (42894-6) ; suggests 
severe punishment for habitual drunkards (42897-9); prohibition impractic- 
able, failed in New Zealand, produces smuggling ; favours compensation 
(42905-16) ; licenses in Australia and New Zealand require consent of com- 
munity ; annual application ; are granted hotels only ; carry no vested right 


(42917-30). 
JACK AW. D7 BRY DONEONE D., of V ancouvera.. i ener econ Page 653 


Resident three years (42838-40); license law satisfactory, though violated 
(42843-7) ; favours prohibition, next license ; compensation or time (42848-52) ; 
Sunday drinking, social evil and liquor (42853-5) ; abstinence conduces to best 
health ; drinking hereditary ; enforced prohibition would prove beneficial ; 
abstainers and insurance (42856-7). 


JORDAN, GHOBRGE A, ol Vancouver... .). (2. eee eee ee Page G14 


Police Magistrate, appointed by Provincial Government (42024-9); community 
law-abiding ; Chinese and liquor (42030-6); liquor and crime (42038-9 ; 
42062-70) ; law well observed ; Sunday selling ; prosecutions ; no illicit sell- 
ing ; police enforce law ; insufficient (42041-51 ; 42071-2); Scott Act failed in 
County of Victoria; repealed (42052--7 ; 42073-4) ; prohibition impracticable ; 
facilities for smuggling and illicit distilling ; favours compensation (42058-61 ; 


42075-96) ; law broken, disastrous ; fault of officials (42097-103). 
McLEODIAALU R DOCK “GG. tot Vancouver: ..3.0- 5.5) eee ee Page G21 


License Inspector, Jailor, and Clerk of Police Court; resident four years; official 
duties (42178-84 ; 42214-20) ; bars closed Sundays ; no illicit selling, unless in 
fancy houses (42185-95 ; 42211-3; 42221-3839; 42246-8); Scott Act in Bruce, 
Ontario, failed to prohibit ; was repealed (42196-203) ; prohibition impractic- 
able in British Columbia on account of facilities for smuggling, and illicit 
distilling ; favours compensation (42204-10) ; crime and liquor (42240-5). 


McGUIG ANS CH ONAS OF of Vancouver .<...<2h soe ae ee Page 618 


City Clerk; in Province eight years (41986-90) ; license law works fairly ; strict Sunday 
closing (41994-5) ; prohibition impracticable (41996-9 ; 42013) ; liquor under 
permit in North-west Territories ; on Canadian Pacific Railway construction 
under prohibition ; smuggling in every shape from all quarters (42000-12 ; 
42015-21; favours compensation (42014): too many licenses (42023). 
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NCC GAINS Wd) Olle VancOUVermrn « «ool es cots oe es eles A dn Page 638 

Medical Health Officer, Coroner, and Alderman ; formerly surgeon on C. P. R.; in 

Province since 1885 (42524-31); smuggling on C. P. R. construction under 

Public Works Act despite police (42532-41) ; license satisfactory, Sunday law 

violated, all licensees offend ; liquor men law breakers ; popular sentiment 

favours violation ; wants Sunday closing (42542-71, 42603-14); deaths from 

liquor (42572-7) ; abstinence and excessive drinking incompatible with health 

(42578-80, 42585-99) ; insurance companies refuse liquor sellers (42581-4) ; 

prohibition impracticable ; favours compensation (42615-7, 42621-29) ; favours 
punishing drinkers and sellers violating law (42618-20, 42630-31). 


McLAREN, JAMES, Chief Constable of Vancouver.................... Page G17 

Resident since 1886 (42104-7) ; duty to enforce license law ; License Inspector reports 

to him (42108-9) ; law works well; Sunday law maintained ; convictions at 

first, difficulties of enforcement, drunkards mostly outsiders (42111-28 ; 42138- 

51); prohibition impracticable, smuggling (42132-7) ; fancy houses and liquor 
(42152-60) ; crime and liquor (42161-70). 


MELLON, HENRY A., of Vancouver, General Merchant............... Page 650 
American Lloyd’s agent and Justice of Peace, resident six years (42786-7) ; license 
law satisfactory (42791-3, 42820-3) ; prohibition at Rapid City, North-west 
Territories, good two years, then failed ; smuggling became a nuisance, license 
introduced and enforced (42794-805) ; license laws and drinking in China, 
India, Turkey and Mediterranean ports (42806-16); anti prohibition ; means 
illicit distilling or smuggling ; favours compensation (42817-19, 42833-7) ; grog 

rations optional in navy ; abstinence in navy (42824-32). 


MER iTA Hee OSEP HH HA Ok Vancouver ere p erie fic G 2-0. oe ge he we Page 628 
Collector of Inland Revenue, in Province three years ; his duties (42317-24) ; beer 
trade increasing, statistics (42325-34; 42360-6); license law works well ; 
favours high license, and fewer licenses, with no saloons (42335-41 ; 42367-81) ; 
prohibition impracticable, would induce smuggling (42343, 42382-5); illicit 
manufacture small (42344-6) ; favours compensation (42349-59). 
Recalled ieee, .. .:..03 2 as cee ene eee as <-.e cueda echs eye ee are Page 613 
Presents statistics of liquor from bond at Donald (42632-40). 


ODLUM, EDWARD, of Vancouver, Fire Insurance agent............... Page 643 


Resident in Province four years (42641-4) ; Scott Act and Dunkin Act conflict in 
Renfrew, Ontario ; Scott Act induced drinking ; liquor brought in from Que- 
bec ; repealed (42645-54) ; license law works satisfactorily (42655-6) ; favours 
prohibition if practicable, at present impracticable ; requires large majority ; 
license preferable to untrammelled traffic, favours compensation (42656-65) ; 
license in Australia, more drinking there (42666-69); drinking in Japan 
(42670-1) ; liquor stores and dwellings adjoining charged higher rates of in- 
surance (42777-9). 


Pie LONPEDAAU, of: Vancouvert cement t ne pene ok ee a ss Page 6834 


Retired farmer, in Province three years (42434-8). Scott Act unsatisfactory in Dur- 
ham County, Inspector did not work, magistrates declined to act, people dis- 
gusted with non-enforced law ; was repealed ; Dunkin Act also failure 
(42439-54, 42460-2, 42495-7, 42502-10). Intimidation during Scott Act 
(42470-6). Total prohibition popular and practicable, shown by Scott Act votes 
(42455-9, 42463-9, 42477-90, 42511-23). Anti compensation, would relieve small 
men (42491-4). Liquor sold on Sundays (42498). Scott Act preferable to 
license in Ontario (42500-1). Growth of temperance sentiment, difficulties of 
prohibition (42503-6). 
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ROBSON, CHARLES WILLIAM, of Vancouver... 00icc 0), cee aes Page 645 


Manager for Hudson Bay Company, licensee; in Vannes three years ; in Province 
eight years (42680-90). License law satisfactory (42691-3) ; well observed 
(42703-6) ; prohibition impracticable; smuggling would ensue (42695-6) ; 
Favours compensation (42701) ; Canadian liquors inspected : imported liquors 
not inspected (42697-700 ; 42707-11). 


SCHOPFTELD, FREDERICK,-of A ancouver 2its 12.4) pee Ce Page 631 
District Magistrate, appointed by Provincial Government, resident five years ; 
Solicitor from County of Leeds and Grenville, Ontario (42386-92) ; license 

law prevents disorder, too many licenses, advocates hotels (42393-8) ; Scott 

Act unsatisfactory in Leeds and Grenville (42399-402 ; 42407-9 ; 42419-21) ; 
prohibition impracticable in British Columbia (42403 ; 42432-3) ; favours com- 
pensation (42404), high license, restriction and rigid inspection (42405) ; 

Charges before him ; liquor and crime (42410-18); prohibition for Indians 
essential ; otherwise would injure Province ; liquor traffic dangerous ; a menace 


(42499-31). 
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